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TO  THE  READER. 


Xt  was  my  original  determination  to  publish^  at 
the  same  time,  the  whole  of  my  proposed  Work ;  but 
the  great  extent  and  variety  of  the  documents,  and 
other  cirei^mstances,  have  induced  me  to  alter  that 
determination,  and  to  print  it  in  distinct  Parts-— 
forming,  when  completed,  two  Volumes.  Mr.  Cole's 
Collection  has  been  for  some  time  entirely  exhausted ; 
and  applications  having  been  repeatedly  made  to  me 
for  that  Work,  I  conceived  it  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  Public  to  have  this  Part  ready  for  reference, 
as  it  contains  (except  the  two  first  Eau  Brink  Acts) 
all  the  documents  that  are  included  in  that  Collection, 
with  the  Lot  Book,  corrected  to  the  present  period, 
and  many  other  additions.  It  will  also  be  of  great 
assistance  in  completing  the  whole  Work,  to  have 
the  present  Volume  previously  printed. 
I  may,  I  trust,  be  permitted  to  state,  that  when  I 
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first  issued  the  Prospectus  and  S3niopsis  of  the  Work^ 
I  was  unable  to  form  a  correct  opinion  either  of  its 
extent,  the  expence  I  should  incur,  or  the  patronage  I 
was  likely  to  receive*     The  Work  is  purely  local ;  antl 
therefore,   perhaps,  I  had   formed  too   sanguine   an 
opinion  of  the  support  which  would  be  extended  to  it. 
The  expence  of  printing,  of  engraving  an  entire  new 
Mapj  and  of  sundiy  Plans,  illustrative  of  the  text, 
(which  are  quite  unavoidable)  will  greatly  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  subscriptions ;  but  having  undertaken 
the  Work,  I  am  desirous  of  its  completion  (imperfect 
as  it  toay  be  as  a  literary  performance),  in  order  to 
evince  my  gratitude  to  those  Noblemen  and  Gentle- 
men, who  have  so  kindly  intimated  their  support. — 
Pecuniary   considerations    have,    perhaps,    too   little 
influenced  my  conduct  throughout  life;  and  I  am  sure 
I  have  never  been  deterred  from  performing  what  I 
consider  a  public  duty,  by  any  personal  motives. 

The  remaining  Part  of  the  Work  is  in  considerable 
progress,  and  will  be  published  ag  soon  as  my  numer- 
ous avocations  will  permit,  and  the  Map  and  En- 
gravings can  be  completed. 

The  present  Volume  contains,  as  a  Frontispiece,  the 
New  Sluice  lately  erected  at  Salter's  Lode,  (the  Key  of 
the  Middle  Level,)  under  the  plans  and  superintend 
dance  of  Mr.  John  Dyson,  the  able  and  attentive  En- 
gineer to  the  Board.     I  have  inserted  an  engraving  of 
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this  elegant  and  useflil  structnre,  as  a  general  specimen 
of  the  engravings  preparing  for  the  whole  Work^  and 
from  a  strong  desire  that  it  may  induce  many  of  my 
readers  to  take  an  opportunity  of  viewing,  not 
only  this  Sluice,  so  highly  creditable  to  the  Board 
and  the  ability  of  the  Engineer,  but  also  the  New 
Sluices  recently  erected  at  the  Hermitage,  Well- 
more  Lake,  and  Standground,  and  that  now  erecting 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Old  Bedford  River — all  excel- 
lent according  to  their  several  plans  and  purposes ; — 
An  inspection  of  these  objects  cannot  fail  to  be 
highly  interesting  to  persons  whose  property  is  mainly 
dependent  upon  the  due  execution  and  preservation 
of  works  of  this  nature. 

In  perusing  the  Volume  now  published,  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  obvious  why  I  have  inserted  several  of  the 
documents  which  appear  in  the  Appendix.  I  must 
entreat  the  Reader  to  withhold  any  opinion  he  may 
form  in  this  respect,  until  he  sees  the  Work  complete ; 
until  which  period,  of  course,  the  Author*s  design 
cannot  be  perfectly  developed. 

Whatever  public  opinions  I  may  have  conscienti- 
ously adopted,  and  acted  upon,  it  is  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction  to  find  that  those  opinions  have  had  no 
influence  in  deterring  many  distinguished  and  honour- 
able persons  from  giving  encouragement  to  the  present 
Work.    I  hail  the  circumstance  with  feelings  of  deep 
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gratitude  and  Bincere  pleasure.  It  will,  and  onght  to 
act  as  a  stimulus  for  me  to  discharge  with  diligence, 
fidelity,  wid  attention,  the  various  duties  of  the  very 
important  office  I  have  the  honour  to  hold  under 
the  Corporation. 

SAMUEL  WELLS, 

Reo.  B.  L.  C. 

Fen  Office^  Serjeant's  Ion, 
fleet  Street^   1st  August^  1828. 
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owned  by  the  grantee. 

Persons  becoming  entitled  to  adventure  lands  by  descent 
or  devise  are  also  required  to  send  certificates  thereof,  for 
which  no  fees  are  paid,  unless  the  will  itself  is  enrolled. 

..•■*'  •  Appendix,  page  393. 
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XTl  RBGISTRT  FBKS.  ; 

The  single  fees  for  regislratioD  of  any  conV^yapce^.  xnQtt- 
gage,  assignment^  leAft  or  will^  or  any  ^ther^^'^ription  *oS 
deed^  are  according  U  the  icfbgth;  n'amely/'ifqtthe'fiHt  IQO 
words,  One  Shilling ;  -for  every  si)bsequeQl  100,  Six-p'ence ;  and 
for  endorsing  and  placing  the  Register's  signatoSre  npoa  each 
original  deed,  Two  Shillings  and  Six-pence.     ^ 

N.  B.  The  above  fees  were  settled  in  thej4ar  Wf  1. 
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1129 
1130 
1131 
1132 
1133 
1134 
1135 

1 

2 
3 
4 

1154 
1155 
1156 

1157 

of 

oi£r|.onl.  1 

3 

1087 
loss 
1089 

1 

1169 

4 

1090 

S 

1158 

2 

1190 

5 

1091 

6 

n59 

3 

1191 

6 

1092 

7 

1160 

4 

1192 

7 

1093 

35 

8 

1161 

5 

1193 

8 

1094 

36 

9 

1162 

6 

1191 

*J 

1095 

10 

no 

7 

1195 

10 

1096 

11 

1164 

a 

1195 

11 

1079 

12 

1165 

9 

1197 

12 

1098 

13 

1166 

10 

1198— 9 

13 

1D99-UO0 

14 

1167 

XVIU 


REGAL  table: 


Jabn. 
April  6,  U99. 

Henry  IlL 

EdirArd  I. 

Mwm\  UL 

Vftir 

Vrar  »*f 

Y..r 

Yearnf 

Yi?ar 

Year  iti 

Year 

\vZt  rtf 

ul 

UkJt  Lard. 

uf 

oar  Lord^ 

of 

our  Lotii. 

of 

OUT  Lord. 

Retgn. 

Reign. 

1245 

fteii^n. 

Ret^. 

I 

1199 

30 

31 

1292 

4 

1321^30 

2 

1200 

31 

1346 

22 

1293 

5 

i:i30-^3l 

3 

1201 

32 

1247 

23 

1294 

6 

1331—32 

4 

121^2 

33 

1248 

21     ' 

1295 

7 

1332-^33 

5 

1203 

34 

1249 

25 

1296 

B 

133^—34 

5 

1204 

35 

1250 

26 

1297 

9 

1334^^5 

7 

1205 

3fi 

1251 

27 

1298 

10 

1335—36 

0 

I20fi 

37 

U52 

28 

1299 

11 

1336—37 

9 

1207 

38 

1753 

29 

1300 

12 

1337—38 

10 

1208 

39 

1254 

30 

1301 

13 

1338-^9 

11 

1209 

40 

1255 

31 

1302 

14 

1339—40 

12 

1210 

41 

125n 

32 

1303 

15 

1310^1 

13 

1211 

42 

12r>7 

33 

130'! 

in 

1341—42 

14 

1212 

43 

i2A8 

31 

130S        , 

17 

1342—43 

lb 

1213 

44 

1259 

35 

1306^7 

18 

l343^--44 

lis 

1214 

45 
4r> 

l^fiO 

19 
20 

1314^15 
1345—46, 

17 

1215 

1261 

Edwufd  IL 

18 

I21fi 

47 

1262 

Jaly  7,  1307, 

21 

1346—47 

48 

12^3 

22 

1347^48 
1348-49 

H^ 

iry  IIL 

49 

1264 

Y«tf 

Ycitfof 

23 

Oct.  J 

9,  1216. 

50 

1265 

of 
1 

i>ur  Lord. 

24 

1349—50 

5! 

52 

1266 
li'fi? 

1307 

25 

2fl 

1350-*51 
1351—62 

Yew 

Y»t«f 

ftf 

cmr  Loni. 

S3 

12SB 

2 
3 

4 

1308 
4309 
1310 

27 

1352—53 

Itcifn. 

54 
55 

1269 
1270 

28 
29 

1353-54 

1354-55 

I 

2 
3 
4 

5     1 

mn 

1217 

1218 
1219 
1220 
1221 

in2 

1223 

56 
57 

1271 
1272 

5 
6 
7 
S 

1311 
1312 
1313 

tsu 

30 
1    31 

32 
:    33 

1355-56 
1356—5; 

1357-58 
1358^^9 

Ed!i 

mrd  1. 

6 

7 

Nor.  1 

6p  1272. 

9 
10 

n 

1315 
1316 
1317 

34 

35 
36 

1359—60 
1360—61 
1361—62 

Yov 

Yf  »T  of 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
13 
19 
20 
21     1 

12J?4 
1225 
1226 
1227 
122S 
1229 
1230 
1231 
1232 
1233 
1234 
1235 
1235 

of 
Reign. 

oar  Lord. 

12 

15 
14 

15 
16 
17 
18 

19 

20  S 

( 

1318 

1319 

1320 

1321 

1322 

1323 

1324 

1325 

1226  o.t. 

1237  N.t. 

37 

38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

1362—63 
1363—64 
1364—55 
1365— 6(5 
!366-67 
1367—68 
1368— 6y 
1369—70 
1370-71 
1371—72 
1372-73 
1373—74 
1374— T5 
1375^75 

1 

,       2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

1272 

1273 
1274 
1275 

1276 
1277 
127i 
1279 
1280 
1281 
1282 

Edw 
Jiti,  25 

,  1326.  OA. 

22 

J  237 

12 

1283 

132 

7.  IX.  i* 

51 

1376—77 

23 

1238 

13 

1284 

, 

24 

2S 

1239 

u 

1285 

Y«r 

Ycrof 

1240 

15 

1286 

of 

QfurLord. 

26 
27 

1241 
1242 

Ifi 
17 

J  287 
12^8 

RiriBit. 

28 

1243 

18 

1269 

I 

1326-27 

29 

1^44 

19 

1290 

2 

1327-^28 

20 

1291 

3 

l32g-29, 
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Richard  IL 

JanE2l.l377, 
u«  s^  and  N.  ». 

lleniy  V, 

March  20. 
UJ2.  0,  ». 

Henry  VI. 

RlchiirdllL 
June  22,  (463. 

Year  of 

our  Lord. 

Y^r 
of 

Rekgn. 

Ytarcif 
mir  Lord. 
O.  S.  N.  S. 

Year 
of 

Y«ir  of 
our  Lord. 

of 
Beign. 

Yf  ar  of 
our  Lunf. 

I 
2 

S 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
U 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
1? 
18 
19 

21 

22 
23 

1377 

1378 

1379 

1380 

J3SI         1 

1382 

1383 

13B4 

1385 

13^6 

1:187 

L383 

1399 

1390 

1391 

1392 

1393 

1394 

1395 

1396 

1397 

1398 

1399 

I 

2 

3 

4     , 
5 
6 
7 
B 
9 
10 

1412—13 
1413—14 
1414^15 
1415—16 
1416-4  7 
1417^18 
1418^19 
1419—20 
14^—21 
1421—22 

3G 

37     , 
38 

39  J 

1458 
1459 

1460  o.fl. 

1461  N. 5. 

1 

2 
3 

1483 

1484 
1485 

Hctiry  VIL 
Au^.  22,  1485. 

EdwAul  l\\      . 
Mar.  4.  1450,0,6.' 

Year 
of 

Year  of 
o&T  Lont. 

14H5 
I486 
1487 

1483 

1489         , 
14*10 
1491 
1492 

i4:o 

1494 
1495 
1496 
1497 
1493 
1499 
1500 
1501 
l,=i02 
K=^03 
1504 
1505 
15(16 
1507 
1508—9 

Year 

of 
Reign. 

Yearaf 
our  Lncd. 
O.S.    N.ij. 

Hcory  VL 
An^.  31.1422. 
o.  1.  oad  N,  i. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1 
2 

3    1 

4 

^ 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

1460^61 
UGl— *;2 
1462—63 
14rci— 64 
14li4— 65 
14fi5— 66 
1466-67 
1467—68 
1468— 09 
1469—70 
1470—71 
1471—72 
1472^73 
1473-74 
1474-75 
H7f)     76 
U 176— 77 
1477—78 
1478-79 
1479-^0 
1460—81 
1481-^82 
1462—83 

of 

Y«r*f 

our  UiTd. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

1422 

1423 

1424 

1425 

1426 

1427 

1428 

1429 

U30 

U3l 

1432 

1433 

L434 

1435 

1436 

I4:i7 

1438 

1439 

1440 

1441 

1442 

1443 

1444 

1445 

1446 

1447 

1448 

1449 

14  iO 

U51 

1452 

1453 

1454 

1455 

Henry  IV* 
Sept.  29,  1399. 

Year 

Y  »r  uf 

OUT  Lord. 

1 

2 

3 

'        4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

U 

12 

13 

"J 

1399 
1400 
1401 
1402 
1403 
1404 
1405 

iiort 

1407 

140H 

1409 

1410 

1411 

14120.K. 

1413N.I. 

Hcnnr  Viii.     ' 
Apnl  22,  1509. 

EdwATd  V, 
April  9,  14^3. 
0.  B.  ftnd  n.  s. 

of 
Rfign. 

Yt-ar  of 
oar  Lor<I^ 

1509 
1510 
1511 
1512 
lf>13 
1514 
1515 
15U 
1517 
1513 
1519 

Ytar   " 
Reign. 

Year  of 
«>tir  Lord, 

1 

2 
3 
4 

5 
€ 
7 
8 
9 
10 

n 

1 

1483 

XX 

AKOAL 

TABLE. 

■ 

Henry  Vlll. 

^1 

Qve^a  Mary* 

Jnuiefe  L 

Cbi^ks  i 

^^^H 

Vcar   '     V-,--  -.# 

^H 

our 

Year 
of 

Year  of 
our  Ltjfil, 

1602.  o.  s. 

1603.  IT,  9. 

'  1 

Yenr    1      Yfufof 

12 
J3 
U 

1520 
1521 
1522 

-   ticlgtii 

of 

cuf  Lord 

4 

5 

1556 
1557 

YcAf 

of 
Heign. 

Y*Ar  &f 

21 

1645 

^1 

15 

ri2j 

C 

1558 

our  Liird. 

22 

1646 

^H 

16 

1524 

1525 

23 
24 

1647 

1648  o.  a 
(649  N.t 

^^^H 

1     '^ 

Elbnbclh. 

I 

!  1602-0: 

^M 

1*1 

1526 

Not-  17j  I  a 5 6. 

"      2 

i6o:wo- 

^H 

10 
1     20 

1527 
1528 

3 
4 

1604—0,' 
1605— Ot 

H 

Year    1     Ycaf  tif 

Charles  11. 

21 

1529 

of 

our  l.oixl. 

5 

1606—07 

Ja.  30,1648,  o,  i. 

^H 

22 
23 
24 

1530 
153] 
1532 

Reign, 

6 
7 
S 

1607— OJ^ 
1608- OU 
1609^11 

1       1649*  N.  8. 

■ 

1 
0 

1558 
1559 

Yeir 

Year  uf 

25 

1533 

jt 

9 

1610^11 

of 

om  Lord. 

^^H 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33     1 

34 

35 

36 

37  ! 

38  1 

1531 

1535 

1536 

1537 

1538 

I53y 

1540 

1541 

15^2 

1543 

1544 

1545 

I546<>.s 

1547 >.s 

3 
4 
5 
f> 
7 
8 

10 
11 
12 
.13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

1560 
1561 
1562 
1563 
1564 
1565 
1566 
1567 
1568 
1569 
1570 
1571 
1572 
1573 
1574 
1575 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

1611^12 
I612-l:i 
1613-14 
1614  —  15 
1615—16 
1616—17 
1617-18 
1618—19 
1619-20 
1620-^21 
1621-22 
1622—23 
162:i-24 
1624-2i 

R«igi3, 

tl.S.    N.S. 
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f 

4 
5 

^  ( 

7  ^ 

8  , 
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10 
11 

13 
14 

ri  64  8— 49 
i  49-50 
«  50-51 
=  51-52 
^  52^53 
^  53-54| 
g  54-55 
1  55-^6 
1  56-57, 
g  57—58 
6  58-59 
1659—60 
1660—61 
1661-62 

Edward  VJ. 

ly 

1576 

Charles  I. 

15 

1662—63 

^^^^1 

Jtinuary  2(1 » 

20 

1577 

Mftrch27, 1625. 1 

16 

1663—64 

^^^^1 

1546.  0.  8, 

21 

1578 

Q.  S.  Bad  N.  S* 

17 

1664-65 

^^^^1 

1547.  N.  g. 

22 

1579 

18 

1665—66 

^^1 

23 
24 

1580 
1581 

Year 

Year  of 

19 

20 

1666-67 
1667-68 

^^^H 
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Yirarof 

of 

our  Lortl* 

^H 

O.S,    N.S, 
1546—47 

25 
26 
27 

15B2 
1583 
1584 

21 

22 
23 

1668—69 
1669-70 
1670—71' 

I 

1 
2 

16^5          1 
1626 

1 

2 

1547 — iS 

28 

1585 

3 

1627              24 

1671-72 

^^^^H 

3 

154B_19 

29 

1586 

4 

1628              25 

1672-73 

^^^^^^ 

4 

I5.iy_,>(> 

30 

1587 

5 

1629             26 

1673-74 

^^^^^M 

5 

1550^51 

31 

1588 

6 

1630 

27 

1674-75 

^^H 

6 

1551~5'2 

33    , 

1589 

7 

1631 

28 

1675—76 

^^1 

7     i  1552-^3 

33 

1590 

8 

m32 

29 

1676^77' 

^^1 

34 

35 
36 

1591         1 

1592 

1593 

9 
10 
11 

1633 
1634 
1635 

30 
31 
32 

1677^78 
1678-79 
1679—80 

1 

Queen  Mnr^-, 
July  6, 1553, 

37 

1594 

12 

1636 

33 

1680—81 

^^1 

o*  S«  And  N.  &,    1 

38 

1595 

13 

1637 

34 

1681—82 

^H 

39 

1596 

14 

1638 

35 

1682— S3 

^^^1 

Year 

of 
Reign. 

Year  of 
uur  Lord, 

40 
41 
42 

43 

1597 
159B 
1599 
1600 

15 
16 

17 
18 

ia9 

1640         i 

1641 

1642 

36 
37 

1683—84 
1684-85 

■ 

1        J 

1553 

■ 

2    ij 

554 

44 

1601 
1602  —  3' 

19 

1643 

a      1 

555        1 

45 

20 

1644 

H 

• 
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Aquc, 

Geor^  11. 

George  111. 

1 

of 
lt«ign. 

Yearflf 

DUF  Lurd. 

Year 

uf 

Rei^i], 

Year  of 
(burLiiid. 

Yirar 

Yeaf  of 
our  Lord, , 

Yw 
of 

Year  of 
our  Lord- 

I7B6 

1787 

I78d 

1789 

1790 

J  791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

179U 

1799        1 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1S4»4 

1805 

IS06 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1B14 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1 
2 

a 

4 

5 

IfiSS— ss 

0 
10 
U 
12 
13 

1/09—10 
1710—11 

1711^12 
1712-13 

1713—11 

17 

18 
IB 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
2€ 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

1743 

1744 
1745 

1746 
1747 
1748 
1749 
1750 
I75i 
1752 
1753 
1754 
1755 
1756 
1757 
1758 
1759 
1760 

27 

28 

29 

30 

SI 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38     ' 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

fi7 

5« 

59 

WIU.  imd  Mary. 

George;  I. 
Aug.  1,  17U. 

Vfar          Year  cif 

YCAT  of 

Oiir  Lord. 

1688^8L) 
Ib'89-IKJ 

1691— 92 
lf>92— 9:i 
1(;03^94 

1711 

i 

I 

2 

4 
5 

6 

2 

n 

4 
5 

7 

8 
9 
10 
11 
i;^ 
13 
14 

1715 

i7ie 

1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 
1721 
1722 
1723 
1724 
1725 
1726 
1727 

Oct.  2 

rgelll. 
5,  1760. 

WUlUiD  JIL 

Yvui 

uf     ! 

Year  flf 
oar  Jjwd, 

1760 
176L 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1767 
176B 
1769 
1770 
1771 
J772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
177fi 
1777 
l77tJ 
1779 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 
1784 
1785 

7       ■^"'     "' 
8 

JO 
11 
12 
Vi 
14 

161*5—96 

1  eye— 97 

1697^98 
1698—99 

i;oo-oi 

1701^02 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7     ' 

B 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
15 
17 
IB 
19 
20 
'dl 
22 
23 
24 
2.1 
2(1 

Gcorg^jH, 
June  11,  17i7. 

Yi-Jir 
Rei^n, 

Vrmrcf  ' 
OUT  Mrd. 

1727 
172i 
1729 
1730 
1731 
1732 
1733 
1734 
1735 
1736 
1737 
173B 
1731* 
1740 
1741 

Anne, 
March  8. 
irOLo.s, 
1702.  rf,B. 

1 

2 

:i 

4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
l<j 

Gm 

Jan,  '1 

rjre  IV. 
9,  1820. 

Year  of 
our  Lord, 

Year  Qf 

utir  Jjijril. 
O.  S.  N.,H. 

1701— 0!J 
1702— 0:i 
1703— 04 
1704— Ohi 
1705^06 
I70G— 07 
1707— Ofe 
1708—011 

1 

2 

3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
B 
9 

1820 
1321 
11^22 
1823 
1B24 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
3 
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TABLE  OF  THE  LENGTH   OF   SOVERKIGNS'  REIGNS  FROM 
THE  CONQUEST. 


Kingi'  Names,                 1 

WTten  their  Reigiu  began. 
VORMAN    LINE. 

Reigned. 
Ynn.  Mo.  Diu 

William  the  Conqueror 
William  Rufus 
Henry  I. 
Stephen. 

1066,  October  14. 
1087,  September  9. 
1100,  Augnst  1. 
1135,  December  2. 

20 
12 
85 
18 

10 
10 

4 
10 

26 

24 

I 

23 

THE  SAXON 

OR  PLINTAOBNET   LINE. 

Henry  n.                         •   < 

iUchard  I. 

John. 

Henry  IH. 

Edward  I. 

Edward  II. 

1154,  October  25. 
1189,Jnly6. 
1199,  April  6. 
1216,  October  19. 
1272,  November  16. 
1307,  July  7. 

34 
9 
17 
56 
34 
19 

8 
9 
6 

"7 
6 

U 

13 
28 
21 
18 

Edward  III. 
IUchard  II. 

1377,  Jane  21. 

50 
22 

4 
3 

27 
8 

THE 

LINE   OF   LANCASTER. 

Henry  IV. 

1399,  September  29. 

13 

5 

20 

Henry  V. 
Henry  VL 

{ir3:e:::|M«ch2o. 

1422,  August  31. 

9 
38 

5 
6 

11 

4 

TE 

[|   LINE   OF   YORK. 

Edward  IV. 

Edward  V. 
Richard  HI. 

r  1460,0.  8.    \    3.,„,    . 
\1461,N.8.   /   ^"•«J»>^- 
1483,  April  9. 
148i,Jane20. 

22 
"2 

1 

2 
2 

5 
13 

THE 

HOUSE   OF   TUDOR. 

Henry  VIL 
Henry  Vlll. 

1485,  August  22. 
1509,  April  22. 

23 
37 

8 
9 

"e 

Edward  VI. 

Queen  Mary. 
Queen  Elixabetb. 
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No,  I. 


PRESENTATION  of  the  Dikes  and  Sewers  of  all  Theigihyw 
the  Townships  from  Spalding  unto  Tyd  St.  Mary  1395, 
in  Holland. 

An  iNguisiTioN  taken  at  Fleet  on  Monday  next  after 
the  Feast  of  the  Translation  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr, 
in  the  19th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Richard  the  Second, 
before  Philip  Spenc^  and  his  Companions,  Justices  of 
the  Lord  the  King  of  the  walls,  dikes,  sewers,  bridges, 
causeways,  wears,  and  trenches  in  the  parts  aforesaid, 
by  the  oath  of  Reginald  Roe  of  Gedney,  John  Greene, 
John  Storme  of  Fleete,  John  Versey,  Simon  Bradhawe, 
William  Fitz  Richard  of  Holbytch,  John  Martynson  of 
Whapload,  William  Rudde'of  Weston,  William  Pestell 
of  Spalding,  John  Strugg  of  Holbytch,  John  Harcrofit 
of  Whaplod,  and  John  Thurkell  of  Gedney,  who  say 
upon  their  oath : 

That  John  the  Prior  of  Spalding,  and  the  convent  of  Dike  in 
the  same  place,  ought  and  are  bound  to  repair  and  keep 
up  a  certain  dike  in  Spalding  over  against  the  messuage 
heretofore  of  John  Pegbridge  knight,  to  the  messuage 
aforesaid,  in  defence  of  the  water  of  Welond,  and  to  the 
salvation  of  the  country,  and  is  not  repaired. 
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Dike  in 
Spaldisge. 


Dike  in 
Spalding. 


Dike  in 
Spaldiog. 


Dike  in 
Spaldiog. 


Dike  in 
Spalding. 


Also  they  say  that  the  town  of  Spalding  ought  to  re- 
pair a  certain  dike  in  Spaldinge  near  the  water  of  Wei- 
land  to  the  mill  of  the  Abbot  of  Crowland,  in  defence  of 
the  water  aforesaid^  and  to  the  salvation  of  the  country, 
for  lands  and  tenements  which  abutt  upon  the  said  dike, 
vifi.  over  against  their  land  or  tenement,  for  the  same 
tenement,  and  is  not  repaired. 

Also  they  say  that  the  town  of  Spalding  ought  to  re- 
pair and  keep  up  the  dike  in  Spalding  near  the  water  of 
Weiland,  viz.  evei^  man  of  the  said  town  according  to 
the  number  of  his  acres  in  Spaldinge  as  of  old  time  have 
been  agisted,  viz.  from  the  Mill  of  the  Abbot  unto  Spal- 
ding Drove,  and  is  not  repaired. 

Also  they  say  that  the  town  of  Spalding  ought  to 
repair  a  certain  dike  in  Spalding  near  the  water  of  Wey- 
long,  from  Spalding  Drove  against  the  messuage  of 
Reginald  Wright  in  Cowbit,  in  defence  of  the  water 
aforesaid,  and  to  the  salvation  of  the  country,  for  the 
lands  and  tenements  which  they  hold  abutting  upon  the 
said  dike,  every  one  over  against  bis  land  or  tenement 
for  the  same  tenement,  and  is  not  repaired. 

Also  they  say  that  John  the  Prior  of  Spalding,  and  the 
convent  of  the  same  place,  ought  and  are  bound  to  re- 
pair and  keep  up  a  certain  dike  in  Spaldinge  near  the 
water  of  Weyland,  from  the  said  messuage  of  Reginald 
Wri;;ht  unto  the  messuage  of  William  de  Relood  of 
Pikall,  in  defence  of  the  water  aforesaid  and  to  the  sal- 
vation of  the  country,  for  the  manor  of  Colvill  and 
olhcr  liinds  and  tenements,  which  tenements  adjoin  to 
t^.c  said  dike,  and  is  not  repaired. 

Also  they  say  that  Thomas  the  Abbot  of  Crowland,  and 
the  convent  of  the  same  place,  and  their  tenants,  viz. 
John  Goilde,  William  Grimer,  Dulcea  Ende,  and  William 
Kelod,  ought  to  repair  a  certain  dike  in  Spaldinge,  near 
the  water  of  Wellond,  from  the  said  messuage  of  William 
Kelhoods  unto  Colmylldyke,   in  defence  of  the  water 
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aforesaid  and  to  the  salvation  of  the  country,  for  lands 
and  tenements,  which  tenements  abatt  apon  the  said 
dike,  viz.  every  of  them  near  his  tenement,  for  the  same 
tenement,  and  is  not  repaired. 

Also  ihey  say  that  Henry  Earl  of  Northumberland,  Dike  in 
the  Lord  Walter  Fitz  Walter,  the  Lord  Robert  Harring-  ^^'^^^«' 
ton,  theLordof  Haldiogham,  John  the  Prior  of  Spalding, 
and  the  convent  of  the  same  place,  ought  and  are  bound 
to  repair  and  keep  up  a  certain  dike  in  Spalding  near 
the  water  of  Weyland,  from  CoUmildike  unto  Brother- 
house,  in  defence  of  the  water  aforesaid  and  to  the 
salvation  of  the  country,  for  lands  and  tenements,  which 
tenements  abntt  upon  the  said  dike,  viz.  every  of  them 
over  against  his  land  or  tenement,  for  the  same  tenement, 
and  is  not  repaired. 


No.  ir. 


An  Inquisic'on  taken  at  Fleete  uppon  Monday  next 
after  the  Feast  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyre,  in  the  IQth 
yeare  of  the  raigne  of  Kinge  Richard  ihe  Second,  be- 
fore Phillipp  Spencer  and  his  fellowes,  Justices  of  our 
Sovreigue  L.  the  Kinge,  By  the  oathes  of  Reignold 
Roe  of  Sidney,  John  Greene,  John  Storme  of  Fleete, 
John  Dersey,  Syraeon  Bradhow,  William  the  son  of 
Richard  Holbeth,  John  Martino  Sonn  of  Quapload, 
William  Rudd  of  Weston,  William  Pestell  of  Spaldinge, 
John  Stongg  of  Holbich,  John  Harcroft  of  Quapload, 
and  John  Thurkell  of  Gegney,  who  say  and  affirm'e: 
That  John  the  Prior  of  Spaldinge,  and  the  convent  of 
the  same  place,  ought  to  repayre  a  banke  in  Spaldinge 
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opposite  upon  the  messuage  aometytne  John  Pegbridges, 
Knight,  in  defence  of  the  water  of  VVellaod  and  safegardj 
of  the  coimtrie.     And  that  the  lowne  of  Spalding  oughtl 
to  repayre  one  banke  id  Spalding  next  Welland  Water 
aforesaid,  from  the  aforesaid  mesisuagc  sometymc  John 
Pegbridgc's    unto    the    Abbott's    uiill    of   Croiland,    in 
defence   of  the    wattT   aforesaid    and    safogard    for   the 
couutrie,   for  the  lands  and  tenements  abuttinge  uppon 
the  said  banke.     And  that  ihe  towpe  of  Spaldinge  ought 
to  repayre  and  heighten   the  banks  in  Spaldinge  next 
Well  and  Water,  every  man  according  to  his  number  of 
acres  in  Spaldinge,  as  they  were  of  old  adjoysted,  viz. 
From  the  Abbott's  mill  unto  Spaldinge  Drove.      And 
that  the  towne  of  Spaldinge  ought  to  repayre  a  banke 
in   Spaldinge   next    Welland   Water,    from     Spaldinge 
Drove  towards    the  messuage  of   Reignold  Wright   in 
Cowpitt,  in  defence  of  the  said    water,    for  their  lands 
and  tenements  abuttinge  upon  the  same  banke,  eidie 
ma.  against  his  owne  lands  and  tenements.      And  that 
the  Prior  of  Spaldinge  and  convent  of  the  same  place 
ought  to  repayre  the  same  banke  from  the  said  messuage 
of  Reignold   W^right   unto    the    messuage    of  Williau* 
Kellod  of  Pikall,    in  defence  of  the  said  water,    for  the 
mannor  of  Colvill   and  other  lands   and   tenements   ad- 
joy  ninge  uppon  the  same  banke.     And  that  Thomas  the 
Abbott  of  Croyland,  and  the  convent  of  the  same  place 
and  their  tenants,  ought  to  repayre  the  same  banke  next 
Welland  Water,   from  the  said    messuage   of  William 
Kellod  unto  Colemill  Dike,      And  from  Colemill   Dike 
unto  Brolhcrhouse  ought  to  be  repayred  by  Henry  Earl 
of  Northumberland,  Sir  Walter  Filz waiter.   Sir   Robert 
Harington,   Knight,  the  Lord  of  Aldingham,  John  the 
Prior  of  Spaldinge  and  convent  of  the  same  plaee^    for 
the  lands    and   tenements  abuttinge    upon    the   same* 
And  that  a  banke  upon   the    south  part   of  Welland 
Water^  from  Brolhcrhouse  unto    the   Cloate,   and  soe 
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unto^Woodloade,  is  to  be  repayred  by  Thomas  Abot  of 
Croyland  and  the  convent  of  the  same  place,  for  their 
tenements  which  they  have  within  precincts  of  Corville. 
And  from  Woodloade  unto  Croyland  Bridge  ought  to  be 
repayred  by  the  townshipp  of  Croyland,  for  their  tene- 
ments  which  they  hold  in  Croyland  and  in  the  Leme 
Downes  abuttinge  upon  the  same  banke.      And  that 
Thomas  the  Abbot  of  Croyland,  and  the  convent  of  the 
same  place,   ought  to  repayre  a  certaine  banke   from 
the  bridge  of  Croyland  unto  Goodlake's  Cross,  and  from 
thence  by  the  South  Cae  unto  Dove's  Daile  Cloot,  in 
defence  of  the  water  of  Neane  and  of  the  South  E^e^ 
which  descend  from  the  bridge  and  towne  of  Pcterbourgb, 
for  the  savegard  of  the  countrie,   and  for  their  lands 
and  tenements   in  the  precincts  of  Croiland  and  abut- 
ting upon  the  same  banke.     And  that  the  townshipp  of 
Quapload  and  Holbich  next  the  Southea  from  Doves- 
dale  Cloot  unto  Fleete  Hevedings,  called  Willow  Dike, 
and  from  Willow  Dike  unto  Gedney  Hevedings  by  the 
towne  of  Fleete.     And  from  Gedney  Hevedings  unto  Sut- 
ton Hevedings,  by  the  towne  of  Gedney.    And  from  Sut- 
ton Hevedings  unto  Priors  Barrs  in  Sutton,  by  the  town- 
shipp of  Sutton.  And  from  Priors  Barrs  in  Sutton  unto  the 
Clowes  in  Sutton,    by  the  township  of  Tydd  St.  Mary, 
every 'man  of  the  same  townes  according  to  the  number 
of  acres  of  their  land  in  the  bounds  aforesaid,  and  as 
of  antiquitie  they  have  beene  adjoysled,  Henry  Earle  of 
Northumberland,  Sir  Walter  Fitzwaller,  Sir  Robert  Har- 
rington,   the    LoFd  of  Aldingham,  John   the  Prior  of 
Spaldinge  and  the  convent  of  the  same  place,   ought  to 
repayre  a  certaine  banke  in  Weston  called  the    Loade 
Dyke,    from  Brotherhouse    unto    Broadgates   End,    in 
Weston  aforesaid,  for  their  lands  and  tenements  which 
they  hold  in  Weston  abutting  upon  the  same  banke* 
And  the  townshipp  of  Weston   ought  to  repayre  the 
Loade  Dike  in  Weston,  from  Weston  Broadgate  unto 


e 


APPBNBIX. 


Multon  Sea  Dike.      And  from  Multon  Sea   Dike  untaj 
the  banke  of   John   Liltjeberne   Knight,  io    Quaplode 
is  to  be  repayred  by   the    towoe  of  Mullon.    And  that 
the  townes  of  Quapload  and  Holbich  ought  to  repayre 
a  certeine  load   in   Quaplond  callt^d  Schepadike,  from 
Multon  Coate  UDto    Dowes  Dale   Cloote:      And   alsoe 
oae   other   baoke  in     Quapload   and    Holbicb^    calleft] 
Com  on     Dike,    from    Schepe^Lone    unto    the    Hole  iai 
Fleete.     And  that  the  towne  of  Holbech  ought  to  re- 
payre  a  bank  in  Holbich  called    Holbich  Roiight,  frotn^ 
Comon   Diche    unto  Asger    Diehe,     And  from    Aager 
Dike  unto  Gedell  Dike,   on  ihe  east  part  of  the  bank^-i 
and  soe  unto  Bendon  Bridge,   in  forme  aforesaid,      And^ 
that  a  certeine   baake  in  Fleete  called  Willowe   DikeJ 
from  tke  South  Eae  unto  Holcote,  ought  to  be  repayred 
by  John  Harrington,  Mathew  Redman,  and  Sir  Wallei 
Fitzwalter>   every  of  them   against  bis  lands  and  tene-' 
meats  abutting  upon  the  same  banke.      And  the  banke 
in  Fleete  called    Fleete   Rought,   from   VVallcoat  unto 
VVyndson,  ought  to   be  repayred   by    the   township  of 
Fleete  in  forme   aforesaid.       And   that   certeine   sand- 
baneks  and  hilts,  by  reason  of  the  floweing  and  ebbinge 
of  the  Sea,   have  soe  choaked  and  landed  upp  a  certeine 
river  called  Spaldinge  Eae,  from  Pegbridge  unto  Bro- 
therhowse,    that  the  water  of  Welland  cannot  have  his 
course   into  the  Sea,   by  reason  whereof  divers  of  the 
lands  and  tenements  in  Holland  be  drowned;  and  there- 
fore it  is  requisite   that  the  same  river  be  repayred  and 
madecleane  by  John  ihc  Prior  of  Spalding  and  tlie  con- 
vent of  the  same  place,  which  have  their  several!  fishinges 
in  the  furcaCiivl  waters-     And  from  thence  unto  Woodload 
by  ThoiTias  the  Abbott  of  Croiland  and  the  convent  of 
the  same  place,  and  by  John  the  Prior  of  Spaldin;^e  und 
the  convent  of  tlie  same  place,  whoa  have  tlieir  sevVall 
fishirtgs  in  the  t^ame   waters.     And  that  ii  certeine  por- 
c*on  of  landj  of  the  townes    of  Quapload,   Holbech, 
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FJeele,  Gedney,  Sutton,  and  Tydd,  called  the  Fenn  Ends, 
1712.  between  the  Southeae  of  the  one  part,  and  Ravens- 
dike  from  Nealton  Mere  unto  Tydd  Bridge  on  the  other 
part,  be  so  lowe  and  deepe,  and  because  of  the  height  of 
lands  between  those  Fenn  Ends  and  ihe  Sea,  whereupon 
they  are  yearely  drowned ;  and  therefore  it  is  necessary 
thata  Qewe  sewer  be  made,  whereby  the  aforesaid  lands 
in  the  Fenn  Ends  of  the  townes  aforesaid  might  hereafter 
sewer  to  the  Sea,  which  sewer  shall  begin  at  the  Seadyke 
in  Quaploady  and  be  made  in  bredth  12  foote,  and  ex- 
tend itselfe  from  the  said  Seadyke  unto  Fleete  Rought^ 
by  a  certeine  banke  there  called  Ashdyke  on  the  South 
part,  and  soe  in  Fleete  from  thence  to  a  certeine  way 
called  Lords  Dyke  on  the  South  part,  unto  Gedney 
Delph.  Alsoe  in  Gedney  unto  Gedney  Hevedinge,  and 
from  thence  unto  Leergates,  and  from  thence  in  Sutton 
by  the  Old  Fenn  Dike  on  the  South  part  in  Sutton  unto 
Tydd  Greynes,  and  there  lett  it  fall  into  Tyddhea,  and 
soe  from  Tyddhea  unto  the  Sea ;  which  said  sewer,  let 
it  conteynein  breadth  13  foote:  And  lett  it  bee  made 
and  repayred  from  the  Seadyke  in  Quapload  unto  Fleete 
Rought  by  the  townshipp  of  Fleete  and  Holbich,  and 
from  thence  unto  Gedney  Delph  by  the  towne  of  Fleete, 
and  from  thence  unto  Sutton  Hevedings  by  the  towne  of 
Gedney,  and  from  thence  unto  Tydd  Greines  by  the 
townshipp  of  Sutton. 

In  the  19th  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  K,  Richard 
the  Second. 
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No.  III. 


lOAog.  Bv  AN  Inquisio'on    taken   the    10th  day   of  Auff. 

21  Hfo.  8.  ^  V 

ID  the  21  yeareof  the  raigne  of  King  Henry  the  Eight, 

before  the  Abbott  of  Dereham,  Thomas  Bedingfield  and 
Edmond  Bedingfield^  Knt.  Francis  Munford^  Tho.  Dere- 
ham^ John  Fincham,  Esq.  and  others^  as  by  the  oathes 
of  William  Everard,  Symon  Fincham^  Esq.  John  Ever- 
ardy  Thomas  Gallaud,  Richard  Roydon,  John  Davie, 
Gent,  and  ten  others^  j orators  then  sworne,  may  appear. 
That  the  streame  from  Erith  Bridge  to  Parkhall  Were  is 
to  be  clensed  and  scowred  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely ;  from 
Parkhall  Were  to  Horsey  Heath  by  the  Abbott  of  Thor- 
ney  and  the  Abbott  of  Catteris  ;  from  thence  to  the  Mill 
by  the  Abbott  of  Ramsay ;  from  thence  to  Rcstich  Cor- 
ner by  the  Abbesse  of  Chartis ;  from  thence  to  Echyn 
Were  Doare  and  from  thence  to  Pulver  Holt  End,  by  the 
Abbott  of  Chartris ;  from  Pulver  Cote  to  Spencers  Holt 
End,  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and  the  chappell  of  St. 
James ;  from  thcDce  to  Beal^s  Crofte  by  the  Bishop  of 
Ely  and  the  Prior  of  Huntingdon ;  from  thence  to  the 
Common  Water  of  J)oddingtoD  by  the  Abbott  of  Ram- 
sey ;  from  thence  to  Wavermouth  by  the  towne  of  Dod- 
dington;  from  thence  to  Newstal  by  the  Abbott  of 
Ramsey ;  from  thence  unto  Benwicke  Town  End  by  the 
Bishop  of  Ely  and  the  monastery  of  St.  John  Baptist  in 
Ely  aforesaid ;  from  thence  to  Claypoole  Dore  by  John 
Lawrence;  from  thence  to  Bylop  Dyke  End  by  the  Bi- 
shop of  Ely  5  from  thence  unto  Copoldree  by  the  Lord 
Boleyn ;  from  thence  to  Plum'o  Weyre  by  the  Bishop 
of  Ely ;  from  thence  to  the  Wisemouth  by  the  Lord  Bul- 
leyue ;  from  thence  to  Whittlesey  Dyke  £nd|  and  so  to 
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BradQej  Coate,  bj  Roger  Townsend  Knight;  from 
thence  to  the  next  weyre  by  Henry  Barrett ;  from  thence 
nnto  Great  Ross  Weyre  by  the  Abbott  of  Dereham; 
from  thence  nnto  Whiteland  by  the  town  of  Merche; 
from  thence  to  Ferry  Fore  Weare  by  the  Abbott  of  Dere- 
ham ;  from  thence  to  the  next  weire  beyond  Merch 
Bridge  by  John  Barrett ;  from  thence  unto  Pryors  Cross- 
wayes  by  the  Prior  of  Saunte ;  from  thence  unto  the  Par- 
son of  Doddington's  Water  by  Alexander  Balam,  and  6oe 
by  him  to  Krick  Weire ;  from  thence  to  Dodney  CciJte 
by  Mr.  Crofts ;  from  thence  to  the  Willow  in  Pages  Fenii  -: 
by  the  Prior  of  Thirlinge;  from  thence  unto  Hasell 
Wood  Tree  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely ;  from  thence  unto  Mar- 
mound  in  Well  by  the  Bishop  of  £ly  and  the  Duke  of 
Lankaster;  from  Marmound  to  Thirlinge  late  by  the 
Prior  of  Marmound,  the  cellerie  of  Bury  St.  Edmonds, 
and  the  Prior  of  Thirlinge;  from  thence  to  the  House 
Corner  sometymes  William  Emmeths,  and  soe  to  the 
Gate  that  lyeth  between  Barrett  and  Craneforth,  and  soe 
to  the  House  of  William  Bateman  by  Thomas  Fincham, 
and  the  cellerie  of  Bury ;  from  William  Bateman*s 
bouse  to  Richard  Brond's  house  by  the  Abbott  of  Ram- 
sey ;  from  thence  to  Agnes  Gyles  Watering,  and  a  mes- 
suage under  Lake  Bridge,  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely  for  two 
parts,  and  Thomas  Fincham  for  the  third  parte;  from 
thence  to  John  Wells'  house  by  Robert  Damot  for  three 
partes,  the  cellerie  of  Ramsey  for  the  fourth  part ;  from 
Damot^s  Water  unto  Psongate  in  Outwell,  by  Thomas 
Wells;  from  thence  to  the  Cross  towards  Mullicourt, 
by  the  townshipp  of  Outwell ;  from  thence  to  the  Kirk- 
field,  otherwise  called  the  Churchfield  Dike,  by  the 
Almeshouse  of  Ramsey.     21  H.  8. 

The  Cellerie  of  Bury  ought  to  scowre  and  make  She- 
tinge  Middle  in  Crockload  by  one  myle  and  more. 
The  Duke  of  Gloucester  ought  to  make  cleane  Chut- 
tinges  in  Crekeload  by  the  space  of  one  halfe  furlong 
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and  beyond*  The  cellerie  of  Bury  ought  to  make  cleaue 
Streame  Middle  by  the  space  of  one  mylc.  John  Abh- 
6eld  holdeth  one  part  io  Lodniere  in  Creckeload  by  two 
furlongs.  The  Prior  of  Thetfurd,  the  Abbott  of  Kam- 
sey,  aod  Joho  Chauipeyne  holdeth  another  part  thereof 
by  two  furlongs.  The  Prior  of  Modney  boldeth  halfe  a 
parte  by  two  furlongs  and  oiore  against  the  Abbott  of 
Ramsey. 

There  is  a  draiue  id  Satton  called  the  Mile,  from  Mid- 
dle Ditch  unto  Suffea  Mouth,  otherwise  Horsey  Ferry  ; 
and  from  theuce  to  Middlcmore,  Stampe,  Shakepeake 
Load,  Guiigy,  Middledich^  Northey,  to  Capload  Willowe, 
soe  to  Hally  Water  Tree,  and  all  Barr  Load,  by  the  Abbott 
of  Ramsey,  from  Barr  Load  End  to  Prick  Haffe,  and  is 
to  be  purged  and  cleansed  by  the  towne  of  Mepall; 
from  thence  to  W^ardey  by  Wicham,  Witchford,  and 
Wentworth;  from  VVardey  to  Ottenbush  by  the  Lord 
Scroope;  from  thence  to  Downham  Hythe,  and  soe  to 
Many  Fields  End,  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely  ^  from  Bye  Lake 
at  Huney  Cor  tier  to  the  Newe  Leanie  by  the  Abbott  of 
Ramsey  ;  through  Dawe  Load  to  Many  Fields  End  to  the 
Mable  at  Mr.ney  Watering,  and  soe  to  Chaufer  Fen,  by  the 
Lord  Scroope  ;  from  thence  to  Wcllney  Water,  through 
Darcey  Load,  by  the  Abbott  of  Ramsey  ;  from  thence  to 
tfie  High  Streame  in  ^Velney  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely; 
from  Downham  Hith  to  Downham  Parke  Corner,  by  the 
Bishop  of  Ely,  and  soe  to  Littleport  Water,  Anno  21, 
H,  8. 

Wyde  Load  beginneth  at  Four  Loads  End  and 

doreth  unto   London  Lode,  and   ought  to   be 

cleansed  by  the  town  of  Well  by  the  space  of  halfe  a 
mylc.  The  Prior  of  Thctford  and  Freires  of  Berwell 
ought  to  make  cleane  there  by  the  space  of  twenty  and 
six  furlongs*  The  Prior  of  Lewes  ought  to  make  cleane 
there  by  the  space  of  one  myle.    Anno  15  H,  6, 

There  is  a  draioe  from  Upwell  to  Wellney,  and  begin- 
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neth  at  Thirlioge  Gate,  and  soe  unto  William  Emmetb's 
Stow^  and  to  be  purged  and  repayred  by  the  Prior  of 
Marmond  and  Cannon  of  Thirlinge ;  from  thenoe  unto 
Weddinge  Stow  by  William  Damett,  the  Prior  of  Lewes, 
and  the  cellerie  of  Ramsey ;  from  thence  to  St.  Peters- 
weyre  by  Anthony  Cotton  Knight,  Peter  Church  the 
Prior  of  Marmond  and  cellarie  of  Ramsey ;  from  thence 
onto  Coleman  Drove,  by  the  cellerie  of  Ramsey ;  from 
thence  unto  the  Weyre  Dyke^  by  the  Prior  of  Afarmond 
and  the  cellerie  of  Ramsey;  from  thence  almost  unto 
Horninge  is  to  be  purged  and  repayred  in  forme  afore* 
said  by  the  Prior  of  Marmond  and  the  cellerie  of  Ram* 
Bey ;  from  thence  unto  Harrye  With  or  Wight,  by  the 
Prior  of  Modney ;  from  Harrye  Wight  unto  Friday's 
Lake's  End,  by  the  cellerie  of  Ramsey,  the  heires  of 
Colevill,  and  John  Bruden;  from  thence  unto  John 
Gardus  Dyke,  by  the  Prior  of  Marmond ;  from  thence 
unto  John  Gardn«>r's  Dore,  by  the  heirs  of  Colevill;  from 
thence  unto  John  Crainford's  Water,  by  the  Bishop  of 
Ely  ;  from  thence  unto  Darcey  Loade,  and  soe  to  Hale's 
End,  by  the  Abbott  of  Ramsey  ;  from  thence  unto 
Littleport,  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  The  21st  year  of 
Henry  the  Eight. 

The  Water  of  Neane  bcginneth  within  North'ton  unto 
the  bridge  at  Peterborgh,  and  from  thence  unto  a  cer- 
telne  place  called  Noemani  Lands,  and  there  it  outreth 
into  the  South  Ea,  and  is  distant  from  the  said  bridge 
to  Noeman's  Land  14  miles  by  estimac'on.  And  the 
same  Water  of  Neane  ought  to  be  made  cleanc  and  . 
scowred  by  the  Abbott  of  Peterbourrh  r.nd  the  Abbott  of 
Thorney.  And  from  Noeman's  Land  unto  Dove's  Dale 
ought  to  be  scowred  and  made  cleaue  by  the  x\bbott  of 
Croyland  and  the  Abbott  of  Thorney  for  the  sprxe  of  4 
miles«  And  from  Dovesdale  unto  Clowes  Cross,  by  the 
Abbott  of  Thorney  for  the  South  part,  and  the  Abbott  of 
Croyland,  the  townshipps  of  Holbich,  Fleete,  and  Sut- 
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Ion  for  the  North  part,  by  the  space  of  6  myles  b}''  esty- 
mac*oii*     15  H.  6, 

The  towne  of  Whilllesea  tyme  out  of  minde  ought 
aud  were  wont  to  cleanse  a  sewer  called  VVitilesea  Ditch, 
t?iz.  from  Woods  hedd  in  Wittlesey  unto  Wards  cote  io 
Doddingtun,  that  the  water  may  have  his  course  uuto 
the  greate  river  in  Wisbech.     15  H,  6, 

From  the  Cross  and  Borough  Streame  at  Middle 
Holmes  End,  divldinge  North'tonsheir  and  Camb/sheir, 
is  to  be  cleansed  J  p  urged  >  and  scoured  by  the  Abbotts  of 
Peterbourgh  and  Tliorney.  From  Fincelt  Cross  unto 
Noeinans  Land,  and  to  Thirtie  Acres  Barr,  dividinge  Lin- 
culnsheir  and  Canibr'shir,  by  the  Abbotts  of  CroyJand  and 
Tborney.  From  30  Acres  Barr  to  Dovesdale,  entringe 
iQta  the  South  Eae,  by  the  Abbott  of  Croyland;  from 
thence  to  Maries  Cote,  the  South  part  by  the  Abbott  of 
Thorncy,  and  the  North  parts  by  the  towncshipjps  in  Hol- 
land abbuttinge  upon  thenn  From  Maries  Cote  to  the 
next  part  of  Throckeoliok,  the  South  part  by  the  hun- 
dred of  Wesbecb,  and  the  North  part  by  the  Townes 
abuttiiige  upon  them.  And  from  that  part  of  Throe  ken- 
holt  to  Clowescross,  the  South  part  by  the  Abbolt  of 
Thorney  and  the  North  part  by  the  tenants  of  Sutton 
and  Tydd  St*  Mary,  From  Clowes  Cross  to  Guy  borne 
Corner,  and  aoe  to  the  point  at  my  Lord's  Water,  with 
the  Hundred  of  Wishbich*  From  Create  Cross  to 
Grudgman's  Lake,  by  the  Abbott  of  Uerehaui  ;  from 
thence  to  tbe  Mouth  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely  ;  and  from 
the  Mouth  to  the  Sea  by  the  Hundred  of  Wisbech.  21 
H.8- 

The  Townes  Boddington,  Merche,  Withe  ford,  and 
Wimblingtoo  ought  and  were  wont  and  accustomed  to 
ditch  and  cleanse  one  sewer  called  Idenbea,  in  bredih 
S%  foote,  and  from  Idenhea  Plant  unto  Redich  Lake, 
Boe  that  the  water  may  have  his  course  unto  tbe  greate 
river  in  Wisbech,  and  that  tbe  landholders  of  the  lands 
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and  tenements  called  the  Pavements  in  M'ch  iEiforesaid, 
tyme  oat  of  mynde  ought  and  were  accustomed  to  make 
and  cleane  one  sewer,  Frowards  Coate  in  Doddington 
unto  Wyse  Mouth  in  Wisbech,  so  that  the  water  may 
have  his  course  unto  the  greate  river  in  Wisbech.  Anno 
15  H.  6. 

Oldsmash  Load  beginneth  from  Wide  Load,  and  ought 
to  be  repayred  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely  by  the  space  of  halfe 
a  myle.  The  Abbott  of  Dereham  and  John  Aylesham 
ought  to  repayre  and  cleanse  there  by  the  space  of  half 
a  furlong.     Anno  15  H.  6. 

Cockes  Load  beginneth  at  Huney  Corner^  and  endureth 
unto  Many  Field  End,  and  is  to  be  repayred  by  the  Ab- 
bott of  Ramsey  ;  and  from  Many  Fields  End  unto  Har* 
rie  Mayes  Cote  ought  to  be  repayred  by  the  L.  Scroope, 
and  also  by  him  unto  Many  Loads  End.     15  H.  6. 

Creek  Loade  beginneth  at  Four  Loads  End,  from  the 
beginninge  at  the  greate  streame  of  Modney  unto  a 
wyllow,  by  the  space  of  two  furlongs^  and  is  to  be  re- 
payred, clensed,  and  purged  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely ;  from 
that  willow  unto  Polver  Lake,  by  the  space  of  a  mile 
and  more  for  the  one  side,  by  the  cellerie  of  Bury,  and 
for  the  other  side  by  the  priorie  of  Modney.  The  priorie 
of  Norwich  for  the  church  of  Fordham.  The  Parson  of 
Helgay  for  his  church  of  Helgay.  The  landholders  for 
the  land  late  Massingharas,  and  the  land  late  Berwells^ 
ought  to  repayre  the  foresaid  sewer  called  Creek  Loade, 
against  the  aforesaid  cellarie  of  Bury,  from  the  foresaid 
willows  unto  Pulver  Lake.  The  cellarie  of  Bury  hath 
onejialfe  part  in  Partie  Myddle  in  Creekload  against  all 
men  by  the  space  of  2  miles.  The  Abbot  of  Ramsey 
ought  to  cleanse  and  make  Balkeweyer  abutt  upon 
Cuatt  Load,  by  estymac'on  one-quarter  of  a  mile.  The 
Prior  of  Norwich,  the  Parson  of  Helgay^  and  the  land- 
holders of  the  land  late  Massinghams  and  Berwells, 
ought  to  repayre  unto  Four  Loads  End.  Thomas  Butler,  of 


14 


APPRNBIX. 


Helgay,  ought  to  cleanse  Hoggs  Middle  in  Creek  Loade 
aforesaid,  by  one  furlong.  The  Duke  of  Glocester  ha  ill 
one  part  in  Create  Weyre  in  Creeke  Lode,  against  all 
uren,  by  one  iiiik".  The  Prior  of  Caslfe  Acre,  the  Abbott 
of  Wendlinge,  and  the  landholders  of  ihr  land  late  Bar- 
wells,  hath  one  other  part  there  by  the  space  of  one  mile. 
15  H.  6- 

New  Ditch  beginneLh  at  Wellney  Water  and  soe  to 
Swan  Poole,  and  from  thence  to  Greater  Meere  and  ^oe 
to  Pour  Loads  End,  and  is  to  be  clean.Hed  by  Thomas 
Harris,  the  towoe  of  Littleport,  and  Abbott  of  Wendlinge. 

Guatt  Load  beginneth  at  Hawkins  Bytt  and  dureth 
unto  the  Four  Loads  End,  and  is  to  be  scoured  by  the 
townahipp  of  Littleport  and  Ely,     13H.G. 

Ungemiddle  is  to  be  purged  for  one  part  by  the  space 
of  two  furlongs  against  the  Prior  of  Thetford,  Thomas 
Ash  fields  and  the  Abbott  of  Ramsey,  for  the  lands  of 
Kicholas  Orme  by  the  Prior  of  Modney.     15  H,  6, 

Cerdismiddle  for  one  furlong  is  to  be  purged  by  the 
Prior  of  Modney  and  the  landholders  of  the  lands  late 
Masainhams*     15  H,  6. 

The  Ne^e  Leame  beginneth  at  Horsey  Ferrey  and  soe 
forth  to  Keies  Corner,  and  is  to  be  scoured  by  the  towne 
of  Chartris  ;  and  thence  a  furlonge  by  the  Abbesse  of 
Chatteris  ;  from  that  place  furlongs  by  the  towne  of 

Chatteris  j    from  thence  furlongs  by  the  Abbott  of 

Ramsey;  from  thence  to  Doddington  Weales  by  the 
towne  of  Chatteris  ;  from  thence  to  the  Parkes  End  hv  the 
Bishop  of  Ely;  from  thence  to  WimbhngLon  Hooke  by 
the  townes  of  Duddington  and  Wimblington ;  ^om 
thence  to  the  High  Streame  by  the  town  of  March.  21 
H.  8. 

Tyme  out  of  minde  the  Abbott  of  Thorney  and  bis 
predecessors^  by  reason  of  their  tenure  in  them,  ought 
and  were  accustomed  to  cleanse  one  sewer,  from  Muscote 
in  Thorney  uoto  Thorney  Barr  in  the  same  towne  ;  and 
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from  thence  unto  Settinglake  in .  Wkbecn ;  and  from 
thence  iialo  Muscote  in  Thorney ;  and  from  thence  unto. 
Soalh  Eac  in  Wisbech.    15  H.  6. 

Webwinch  Lake,  for  and  by  the  space  of  two  myles,  is  lo 
be  parged  by  the  Abbott  of  Ramsey.  The  towne  of  Well 
ought  to  purge  from  Well  Shole  by  half  a  mylc^  and  from 
thence  onto  Mullicourt  by  the  space  of  one  furlonge^  by 
the  Prior  of  Lynn ;  and  from  thence  by  the  space  of  one 
mile  and  more,  by  the  Prior  of  Lewes ;  and  from  thence 
by  the  space  of  three  furlongs,  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and 
John  Alesham.  The  Abbott  of  Ramsey  ought  to  purge 
the  coarse  of  water  from  the  North  Delph  unto  Saltcrs 
Load.     19  Rich.  2. 

Darsey  Loade  beginneth  at  Wellney  Water  and  soe 
continueth  unto  Maney  Towuesend,  and  is  to  be  scoured 
and  cleansed  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely  by  estimac'oa  two 
miles  and  beyond.  The  Lord  Scroope  ought  to  cleanse 
and  scoure  from  Darey  Load  unto  Maney  Towne's  End, 
by  the  space  of  one  mile  and  a  half.     15  H.  6. 

Small  Load  beginneth  between  Well  and  Outwell, 
whereof  the  Abbot  of  Dereham  is  to  cleanse  from  the 
great  river  in  Well  unto  Ingram's  Huroe,  three  quarters 
of  a  mile. 

The  Abbott  of  Dereham  is  to  cleanse  with  John  Ale- 
sham  from  Ingram's  Hurne  to  Leaman's  Hooke,  one 
'  mile. 

Maydloade  beginneth  at  Wellney  Water  and  dureth 
unto  Scheploady  and  soe  to  Sheppie  Loade's  End, 
whereof  Richard  Craniford  and  Clarie  Craniford  is  to 
cleanse  a  furlonge,  Mr.  William  Dunthorne  a  mile  and 
more  with  the  townsbipp  of  Well,  and  the  same  town- 
shipp  of  Well  to  cleanse  one  mile  and  more.     15  H.  6. 

Creeke  Load  beginneth  in  the  Great  Ea,  between 
March  and  Well«  and  dureth  directly  unto  Elm,  coo- 
teyning  by  estimac'on  6  miles,  and  to  be  scoured  and 
made  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and  the  Abbott  of  Bury 
equally.    21  H.  8. 
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J  oho  Sainbiooke,  Prior  of  Fakentiam,  is  to  scoure 
Shepe  Load  half  a  mile*  Thomas  Bewpcrie  half  a  mile. 
The  Abbott  of  Rarasej,  half  a  mile.  John  Fbchani, 
half  a  mile.  The  Prior  of  Walsinghani,  three-quarters  of 
a  mile.  The  Prior  of  Lynn,  »hall  scowcr  three  furlongs 
onto  She  pit  Loads  End. 

The  Water  of  Weiland  begioneth  beyond  the  Towoe 
of  Stamford,  and  so  runneth  to  the  Triangle  Bridge 
within  ihe  Towne  of  Croyland,  and  from  thence  one 
part  mnneth  from  Spalding  Eae^  and  the*  other  part 
runneth  unto  Nomans  Land.     15  H.  6. 

Tyme  oat  of  minde  the  Abbott  of  Thorney  and  hits  pre* 
deeessors  ought,  and  were  accustomed^  for  their  lands  in 
Throckenholt  in  Wisbech,  to  cleanse  one  sewer  in 
Thorney,  from  Throckenholt  aforesaid  unto  Clowscross 
in  LewingtoD,  next  to  the  bank  of  Sutton^  called  South 
Eae  Dike.     15  H.  0. 

Jollies  Myddle,  by  the  space  of  a  mile,  is  to  be  scoured 
by  the  Prior  of  Thetford.  And  New  Diche  unto  Well- 
ney  Water,  is  to  be  purged  by  the  Town  of  Litlleport, 
ThoSt  Harris,  and  the  Earle  of  Worcester,  for  one  mile. 

.15  H.  a 

Whap  Load,  Holbich  Load,  and  Fleele  Hea,  are  to  be 
repay  red  by  the  said  several  1  Townshipps*  19  Ric.  2. 

The  waters  on  the  South  side  of  Ravens  Dike  have 
their  natural  fall  from  tlie  West  to  the  East,  and  not 
Northward.  The  waters  on  the  North  side  of  Ravens 
Dike  have  indiflerent  passage  to  the  Sea,  so  the  deepes 
may  bee  amended  and  preserved. 

There  is  a  common  draine,  vh,  Waterbeure  in  Wig- 
genhall,  verie  insufficient  to  deliver  the  aboundaot  of 
waters  from  the  conn  trie  of  Marshland,  aucl  uught  to  be 
cast  and  purged  by  the  inhabitants  and  landholders  of 
Walsoaken,  Terrington^  Tilloey,  and  WiggenhalL  2B 
H.  8. 

There  is  in  Marshland  a  drain  called  John's  Load» 
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eztendioge  from  ike  Hooke  unto  Joha  Load  Goole. 
Alsoe  another  drain  called  Bastard's  Load,  eztendinge 
from  the  said  Hooke  onto  Bastard's  Goole,  next  the 
maine  river.  Alsoe  another  draine  called  Griggsload, 
extending  from  a  place  called  the  Loweway  to  the 
Goolehedd  at  the  main  river^  which  is  to  be  sufficiently 
diched  and  scoured  by  the  townshipp  of  WiggenhalL 
Alsoe  a  draine  extendinge  from  West  Fen  Ditch  to 
Grigg  Goole^  is  to  be  repayred  by  the  landholders  abut-  • 

tinge  upon  the  same.  Alsoe  a  draine  called  Martine 
Draines  within  the  p'cincts  of  Wiggenhall,  whereby 
aboandance  of  salt  waters  cometh  in  and  cannot  gett 
oot  again,  is  and  ought  to  be  stopped  upp  by  the 
Abbott  of  West  Dereham,  and  by  Crabb  Howse.  Al- 
soe a  drain  called  Newditch  beginneth  at  the  west 
part  of  the  Common  of  Stowbardolph  Winbotsham  and 
Downham,  and  so  extendeth  into  the  maine  river,  is 
is  greately  decayed,  whereby  the  countrie  is  greately  an- 
noyed, and  hath  been  accustomed  tyme  out  mynde  to  be 
repayred  and  kept  sufficiently  by  the  commoners  of  the 
said  townshippe.  Alsoe  a  draine  called  Rightforth  Load 
is  to  be  scoured  by  the  townes  of  Outwell  and  13 p well. 
Alsoe  a  draine  called  Stowbardolf  Draine,  extending  from 
the  North  Hook  into  the  Maine  River,  through  a  Goole 
pte*yninge  to  the  charge  of  the  inhabitants  of  Outwell 
and  (Jpwell,  ought  to  be  cast  and  scoured  by  the  Lord  of 
Stowbardolph  and  his  tennants.    28  H'  8. 


18 


AVPBNDIX. 


No.  IV. 

,,3,.  SEWERS   ACT, 

23  H.  8,  c.  5. 


The  Bill  of  Sewers^  with  a  new  Proviso^  8^c. 

H^7\h  ^^^  sovereign  Lord  the  King,  like  a  Tertaoos  and 

CommiMion  of  iliost  gracions  PriDce,  nothing  earflily  so  highly  weigh- 
extra?.  ^^S'f  ^^  ^^  advancing  of  the  common  proiity  wealth,  and 

commodity  of  this  his  realm^  considering  the  daily  great 
damages  and  losses  which  have  hapned  in  many  and  di- 
vers parts  of  this  his  said  realm,  as  well  by  the  reason  of 
the  ontrageoos  flowing,  surges,  and  coarse  of  the  Sea  io 
and  apon  marsh-grounds,  and  other  low  places  heretofore 
through  politick  wisdom  won  and  made  profitable  for  the 
great  commonwealth  of  this  realm,  as  also  by  occasion 
of  land  waters,  and  other  outrageous  springs,  in  and  upon 
meadows,  pastures,  and  other  low  grounds  adjoyning  to 
rivers,  flonds,  and  other  water-courses :  and  over  that  by 
and  through  mills,  mill-dams,  wears,  iishgarths,  kedds, 
gores,  gotes,  fludgates,  locks,  and  other  impediments,  in 
and  upon  the  same  rivers  and  other  water-courses,  to  the 
inestimable  damages  of  the  common  wealth  of  this 
realm,  which  daily  is  likely  more  atid  more  to  increase, 
unless  speedy  redress  and  remedy  be  in  this  behalf  shortly 
provided :  wherein  albeit  that  divers  and  many  provisions 
have  been  before  this  time  made  and  ordained,  yet  none 
of  them  are  sufficient  remedy  for  reformation  of  the  pre- 
misses, bath  therefore  by  deliberate  advice,  assent  of  his 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  also  his  loving  Com- 
mons in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  ordained,  es- 
tablished, and  enacted.  That  Commissioners  of  Sewers, 
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And  otber  preniisseis,  shall  be  directed  in  nil  parts  wlthiti 
this  realm  from  time  to  lime,  where  and  wheo  need  shall 
require,  according  to  the  manner^  form,  tenoiir,  and  effect 
hereafter  ensuing,  to  such  suhslantial  and  indifl^rent 
persoos  as  shall  be  named  by  the  Lord  Chanceltor  and 
Lord  Treasurer  of  England,  and  the  two  Chief  Justices 
for  the  time  being,  or  by  three  of  them,  whereof  the  Chaci^ 
oellor  to  be  one. 

IL  Henry  the  Eighth,  8cc*  Know  ye.  That  forasmuch 
as  the  walls,  ditches,  banks,  gutters,  sewers,  gotes,  cal- 
cies,  bridges,  streams,  and  other  defences  by  the  coasts 
of  the  sea,  and  marsh  ground,  being  and  lying  uithin  the 
limits  of  A.,  B,,  or  C-  in  ihe  county  or  counties  of 
or  in  the  borderi  or  confines  of  the  same,  by  rage  of  the 
sea,  flowing  and  reflowing,  and  by  mean  of  the  trenches 
of  fresh  waters,  descending  and  having  course  by  divers 
ways  to  the  sea»  be  so  dirupt,  lacerate,  and  broken  :  and 
also  the  common  passages  of  ships,  balengers,  and  boats, 
in  the  rivers,  streams,  and  other  flouds  within  the  limits 
of  A,,  B.,  or  C,  in  the  county  or  counties  of  ,  or 

in  the  borders  or  confines  of  the  same,  by  mean  of  setting 
op,  erecfing,  and  making  of  streams,  mills,  bridges, 
ponds,  fishgarths,  mill-dams,  locks,  hebbing. wears,  hecks, 
floud-gaies,  or  other  like  lets,  impediments,  or  annoy*- 
ances,  be  letted  and  interrupted,  so  I  hat  great  and  ines- 
timable damage  for  default  of  reparation  of  the  said 
walls,  ditches,  barjcs,  fences,  sewers,  gotes,  gutters,  cal- 
cies,  bridges,  and  streams ;  and  also  by  mean  of  setting 
up.  erecting,  making,  and  enlarging  of  the  said  fishgarths, 
mill  dams,  locks,  hebbing-wears,  hecks,  floud  gates,  and 
other  like  annoyances  in  times  past  hath  hapaed,  and 
jret  is  lo  be  feared,  that  far  greater  hurt,  loss,  and  da- 
mage is  like  to  ensue,  unless  that  speedy  remedy  be 
provided  in  that  behalf* 

IIL  We  therefore,  for  that  by  reason  of  our  dignity 
and  prerogative  royal,  we  be  bound  to  provide  for  the 
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safety  aod  preservation  of  otir  realm  of  England,  will 
that  speedy  remedy  be  had  in  the  premisses,  have  assi^^ 
ed  you,  aod  six  of  you,  of  the  which  we  will  that  A,,  B., 
and   C.  shall  be  three,  to  be  our  justices,   to  survey  the 
said  walls,  streams,,  ditches,  hanks,  gutters,  sewers,  gotes, 
calcies,  bridges,  trenches,  mills,  mill-dams,  floud-gales, 
ponds,  locks,  hebbing  wears,  and  other  impediments,  lets 
and  annoyances  aforesaid,  and  the  same  cause   to    be 
made,  corrected,  repaired,  amended,  put  down,  or  reform- 
ed, as  case  shall  require,  after  your  wisdoms  and  discre- 
tions ;  and  therein   as  well   to  ordain  and  do  after  the 
form,  tenour  and  eiFect  of  all  and  singular  the  statutes 
and  ordinances  made  before  the  first  day  of  March,  in 
the  three  and  twentieth  year  of  our  reign,  touching  the 
premisses,  or  any  of  them,  as  also  to  enquire  by  the  oaths 
of  the  honest  and  law  full  men  of  the  said  shire  or  shires, 
place  or  places  where  such  defaults  or  annoyances  be,  as 
well  within  the  liberties  as  without,  {by  whom  the  trulh 
may  the  rather   he  known)  through  whose  default  the 
said  hurts  and  damages  have  hapned^  and  who  halh  or 
holdelh  any  lands  or  tenementfl,  or  common  of  pasture, 
or  profit  of  fishing,  or  hath  or  may  have  any  hurt,  loss, 
or  disadvantage  by  any  manner  of  means  in  the  said 
places,  as  well  near  to  the  said  dangers,  lets,  and  impedi- 
ments,  as  inhabiting  or  dwelling  thereabouts,  by  the  said 
walls,  dilches,  hanks,  gutters,    gotes,   sewxrs,  trenches, 
and  other  the  said  impediments  and  annoyances :  and  all 
those  persons,  and  every  of  them,  to  tax,  assess,  charge, 
distrain  aod  punish  as  well  within  the  metes,  limits,  and 
bounds  of  old  time  accustomed,  or  otherwise,  or  else- 
where  within  our  realm  of  England,  after  the  quantity 
of  ihtir  landij  tenements,  and  rents,  by  the  number  of 
acres  and  perches,  after  the  rale  of  every  person's  portion, 
tenure,  or  profil,  or  after  the  quantity  of  their  common 
of  pasture,  or  profit  of  fishing,  or   other  commodities 
there,  by  such  ways  and  means,  and  in  such  manner  and 
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form  as  to  you,  or  six  of  you,  whereof  A,  B.  and  C.  lo 
be  three,  sliall  seem  most  convenient  to  be  ordained  and 
done  for  redress  and  reformation  to  be  had  in  the  pre- 
misses*    And  also  to  reform,  repair,  «ind  amend  the  said 
walls,   ditches,    banks^    gutters,    sewers,   gotes,    calcies, 
bridges,  streams,  and  other  the  premisses,  in  all  places 
|-needfnll;  and  the  same  as  often  and  where  need  ishall  be, 
lo  make  new  ;    and  to  cleanse  and  purge  the  trenches, 
sewers,  and  ditches,  in  all  places  necessary  :  and  further, 
to  reform,  amend,  prostrate,  and  overthrow  all  such  iDills, 
streams,   ponds,  locks,   fishgartlis,   hebbing- wears,  and 
.other  impediments  and  annoyances  aforesaid,  as  shall  be 
found  by  inquisition,  or  by  your  surveying   and  discre- 
tions to  be  excessive  or  hurtfull  ;  and  also  to  depute  and  Apiwiatlngof  1 
design  diligent,  failhfullj  and  true  keepers,  bailiffs,  aur-  tors,  sonreyV^ 
veyors,  collectors,  expend i tors,  and  other  ministers  and  "XV^oul-offi- 
officers,  for  the  safety,  conservation,  reparatiouj  reformat  ««"• 
lion,  and  making  of  the  premisses,  and  every  of  them, 
and  to  hear  the  accompt  of  the  collectors  and  other  mi- 
[  nisters  of  and  for  the  receipt  and  laying  out  of  the  money 
that  shall  be  levied  and  paid  in  and  about  the  making, 
repairing,  reforming,  and   amending  of  the  said  walls, 
I  ditches,  banks,  gutters,  gotes,  sewers^  caleies,  bridges, 
itreams,  trenches,  mills,  ponds,  locks,  fishgarths,  floud- 
f  gates,  and  other  impediments  and  annoyances  aforesaid ; 
and  to  distrain  for  the  arrerages  of  every  such  collectioo,  Distmniag  for 
tax,  and  assess,  as  often  as  shall  be  expedient,  or  otherwise  ouhe'^money 
kto  punish  the  debtors  and  deteiners  of  the  same  by  fines,  ^^^es^^'d- 
^amerciaments,  peins,  or  other  like  means  after  your  good 
discretions  :  and  also  to  arrest   and   take  as  many  carts.  Taking  of  la- 
horses,  oxen,  beasts,  and  other  instruments  necessary,  mea,iiBdcar-"  I 
and  as  many  workmen  and  labourers  as  for  the  said  works  ^^^\'  ^^^^^* 
I  end  reparation  shall  suffice,  paying  for  the  same  compe-  cessaries, 
I  tent  wages,  salary,  and  stipend  in  that  behalf:  and  also 
\  lake  sQcb,  and  as  many  trees,  woods,  underwoods,  and 
tijob^r^  and  other  necessaries,  as  for  the  same  works  and 


APPENDIX. 


To  make  bU- 
tutea  and  ordi* 
nijicee. 


Await^iiig  of 
writs  and  pre- 
cepU  of  ibc- 

and  othen. 


repnrationi  ifaall  be  sufKcient,  at  a  reasonable  price  for 
you,  or  six  of  you,  of  ibe  which  we  will  that  A-  B.  and 
C.  shall  be  three,  to  be  assessed,  or  limiied^  ns  well  within 
the  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid,  as  in  any  other  place 
within  the  said  county  or  counties  near  unto  the  said 
places  ;  And  to  make  and  ordain  statutes,  ordinances, 
and  provisions,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  case  shall  re- 
quire, for  the  safeguardi  conservation,  redress,  correctioo, 
and  reformation  of  the  premisses  and  every  of  them,  and 
the  parts  lying  to  the  same  necessary  and  behoovefull, 
after  the  laws  and  customs  of  Rumney^marsh,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  or  otherwise,  by  any  ways  or  means, 
after  your  own  wisdoms  and  discretions.  And  to  hear 
and  determine  all  and  singular  the  premisses,  as  well  at 
our  suit,  as  al  the  suit  of  any  other  whatsoever,  com- 
plaining before  you,  or  six  of  you,  whereof  A.  B.  and  C. 
shall  be  three,  after  the  laws  and  customs  aforesaid,  or 
otherwise,  by  any  other  ways  and  means  after  your  dis- 
cretions. And  also  to  make  and  direct  all  writs,  precepts, 
warrants,  or  other  commandments  by  virtue  of  these  pre- 
sents, to  all  sheriffs,  bailiffs,  and  all  otlier  ministers, 
officers,  and  other  persons,  as  well  within  liberties  as 
without,  before  you,  or  six  of  you,  whereof  the  said  A. 
B.  and  C.  to  be  three,  at  certain  days,  terms,  and  places 
to  be  prefixed,  to  be  returned  and  received;  and  further 
to  continue  the  process  of  the  same^  and  finally,  to  doe 
all  and  every  thing  and  things  as  shall  be  requisite  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  premisses^  by  all  ways  and 
means  after  your  discretions  :  And  therefore  we  com- 
mand you,  that  at  certain  days  and  places,  when  and 
where  ye,  or  six  of  you,  whereof  the  said  A.  B.  and  C. 
to  be  three,  shall  think  ejcpedient,  ye  do  survey  the  said 
walls^  fences,  ditches,  banks,  gutters,  gotes,  sewers,  cal- 
cies,  iK»nds,  bridges,  rivers,  streams,  watercourses,  mills, 
locks,  trenches,  fishgarths,  floudgates,  and  other  lets,  im- 
pediments, and  annojiifices  aforesaid,  and  accomplish, 
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fulfill,  bear,  and  determine,  all  and  singular  the  pre- 
misses in  due  form,  and  to  the  efFeoi  aforesaid,  after 
jour  good  discretions:  And  all  such  as  ye  shall  find  Tocompell 
negligent,  gainsaying,  or  rebelling,  in  the  said  works,  JhSS^rfeSST^ 
reparations,  or  reformations  of  the  premisses,  or  negli* 
gent  in  the  due  execution  of  this  our  commission,  (hat 
ye  do  compell  them  by  distress,  fines,  and  amerciaments, 
or  by  other  punishments,  ways  or  means,  which  to  you, 
or  six  of  you,  whereof  the  said  A.  B.  and  C.  shall  be 
three,  shall  seem  most  expedient  for  the  speedy  remedy, 
redress,  and  reformation  of  the  premisses,  and  due  exe- 
cution of  the  same :  And  all  such  things  as  by  you  shall 
be  made  and  ordained  in  this  behalf,  as  well  within  liber- 
ties  as  without,  that  ye  dp  cause  the  same  firmly  to  be 
observed,  doing  therein  as  to  your  justices  appertaineth, 
after  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  our  realm,  and  accord- 
ing to  your  wisedoms  and  discretions. 

IV.  Saved  always  to  us  such  fines  and  amerciaments  Aeomnund- 
as  to  us  thereof  shall  belong.  And  we  also  command  Bheriffs  to  !«• 
our  Sheriff  or  Sheriffs  of  our  said  county  or  counties  of  S)mi^iS?D« 

that  they  shall  cause  to  come  before  you,  or  roch  jurors  as 
six  of  yon,  of  the  which  A.  B.  and  C.  shall  be  three,  at  dient  for  in- 
such  days  and  places  as  ye  shall  appoint  to  them,  such  ^^^' 
and  as  many  honest  men  of  his  or  their  bailiwick,  as  well 
within  the  liberties  as  without,  by  whom  the  truth  may 
best  be  known,  to  enquire  of  the  premisses ;  command-  All  other  offi- 
ing  also  all  other  ministers  and  officers,  as  well  within  2"^^,^  ^^ 

liberties  as  without,  that  they  and  every  of  them  shall  be  *!»«  Commis- 

siooers* 
attendant  to  you  in  and  about  the  due  execution  of  this 

our  commission.     In  witness   whereof  we  have  caused 

these  our  letters  patents  to  be  made.     Witness  our  self 

at  Westminster,  the  day  of  in  the 

year  of  our  reign. 

V.  And  it  is  also  enacted.  That  every  such  person  as  TheCommis- 
shall  be  named  Commissioner  in  the  said  commission,  take  an  oath 
after  he  hath  knowledge  thereof,  shall  effectually  put  his 
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diligeaGe  aod  aUeodaQce  in  aad  about  the  execuUoo  of 
the  said  eomtiiission.  And  before  he  shall  take  upon  him 
the  execution  of  the  said  commissioD,  he  shall  take  a 
corporal  oath  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  before  such 
to  whom  the  said  Lord  Chancellor  shall  direct  the  King'* 
"wril  of  Dedimus  poteslatem  to  take  the  same,  or  before 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  ia  the  quarter  sessions  holden 
in  the  shire  where  such  commissioos  shall  be  directed; 
the  tenor  of  which  oath  hereafter  emneth  j 

Ye  shall  swear^  That  you  to  your  cunning,  wit  and 
power,  shall  truly  and  indifferently  execute  the  authority 
to  you  given  by  ibis  Commission  of  Sewers,  without  any 
favour,  affection,  corruption,  dread  or  malice  to  be  born 
to  aoy  manner  of  person  or  persons :  And  as  the  case 
shall  require,  ye  shall  consent,  and  endeavour  your  self 
for  your  part  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  power, 
to  the  making  of  such  whoIesomCp  just,  equal,  and  indif- 
ferent laws  and  ordinances,  as  shall  be  made  and  devised 
by  the  most  discreet  and  indifferent  number  of  your  fel- 
lows being  in  commission  with  you,  for  the  due  redress, 
reformation,  and  amendment  of  all  and  every  such  things 
as  are  contaioed  and  specified  in  the  said  commission,  and 
the  same  laws  and  ordinances  to  your  cunning,  wit,  and 
power,  cause  to  be  put  in  due  execution,  without  favour, 
meed,  dread,  malice^  or  affection :  as  God  you  help,  and 
all  Saints. 

VL  And  it  is  also  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  and  every  statute,  act  and  ordinance  heretofore 
made  concerning  the  premisses,  or  any  of  them,  as  well 
in  the  time  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  that  now  is, 
as  in  the  time  of  any  of  his  progenitors  Kings  of  this 
realm  of  England,  not  being  contrary  to  this  present  act, 
nor  heretofore  repelled,  from  henceforth  shall  stand  and 
be  good  and  effectual  for  ever,  and  to  be  put  in  due  exe- 
cution,  according  to  the  true  meaning  and  purport  of  the 
same. 
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VII.  And  over  that  it  be  enacted^  That  the  Comtnis-  Tha  anthoritj 
sionera  hereafter  to  be  named  in  any  of  the  said  com-  ^li^i^nei^ 
miBsions,  according  to  the  purport  and  effect  of  the  same 
commissions,  have  fall  power  and  authority  to  make, 
constitute,  and  ordain  laws,  ordinances  and  decrees,  and 

fiirther  to  doe  all  and  every  thing  mentioned  in  the  said 
commission^  according  to  the  purport,  effect,  words  and 
true  meaning  of  the  same.  And  the  same  laws  and  ordi-  * 
nances  so  made,  to  reform,  repell  and  amend,  and  make 
new  from  time  to  time,  as  the  cases  necessary  shall  re- 
quire in  that  behalf. 

VIII.  Provided  alway,  and  it  is  enacted.  That  if  any  xhe  of^finaaoei 
person  or  persons  being  assessed  or  taxed  to  any  lot  or  otCommk- 
charge  for  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  within  thoie  which  re- 
the  limits  of  any  commission  hereafter  to  be  directed,  do 

not  pay  the  said  lot  and  charge  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance and  assignment  of  the  Commissioners  having 
power  of  the  execution  of  the  said  commission :  by  rea- 
son whereof  it  shall  happen,  the  said  Commissioners 
having  power  of  the  execution  of  such  commission,  for 
lack  of  payment  of  such  lot  and  charge,  to  decree  and 
ordain  the  same  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  from 
the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  their  heirs,  and  the 
heirs  of  every  of  them,  to  any  person  or  persons  for  term 
of  years,  term  of  life,  in  fee  simple,  or  in  tail,  for  pay- 
ment of  the  same  lot  and  charge ;  That  then  every  such 
decree  and  ordinance  so  by  them  made  and  engrossed  in 
parchment,  and  certified  under  their  seals  into  the- King's 
Court  of  Chancery,  with  the  King's  royal  assent  had  to 
the  same,  shall  bind  all  and  every  person  and  persons 
that  at  the  making  of  the  same  decree  had  any  interest 
in  such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments^  in  use,  pos- 
session, reversion,  or  remainder,  their  lieirs  and  feoffees, 
and  every  of  them,  and  not  to  be  in  any  wise  reformed^ 
unless  it  be  by  authority  of  Parliament  hereafter  to  be 
summoned  and  holden  within  this  realm. 
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IX.  And  also  it  is  provided  by  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  same  laws,  ordinances  and  decrees  to  be  made 
and  ordained  by  the  said  Commissioners,  or  six  of  them^ 
by  authority  of  the  said  commission,  shall  bind  as  well 
the  lands^  tenements  and  hereditaments  of  the  King  our 
Sovereign  Lord,  as  all  and  every  other  person  and  per<- 
sonsy  and  their  heirs,  for  such  their  interest  as  they  shall 
fortune  to  have,  or  may  have  in  any  lands,  tenements  or 
hereditaments^  or  other  casual  profit,  advantage  or  com- 
modity whatsoever  they  be,  whereunto  the  said  laws, 
ordinances  and  decrees  shall  in  any  wise  extend,  accord- 
inp:  to  the  true  purport,  meaning,  and  intent  of  the  same 
laws. 

X.  And  it  is  furthermore  by  the  authority  aforesaid 
established  and  enacted^  That  if  any  manner  of  person 
or  persons,  of  what  estate  or  degree  soever  he  or  they  be 
of,  that  from  henceforth  do  take  upon  him  or  them  to  sit 
by  virtue  of  any  of  the  said  commissions,  not  being  be- 
fore sworn  in  form  as  is  aforesaid,  and  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  oath  before  specified :  Or  if  any  person  so 
named  and  sworn,  do  sit  as  is  aforesaid,  not  having  lands, 
tenements,  or  other  hereditaments  in  fee  simple,  fee  tail* 
or  for  term  of  life,  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  xl.  marks 
above  all  charges  to  his  own  use,  except  he  be  resiant 
and  free  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town-corporate,  end 
have  moveable  sobstance  of  the  clear  value  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  or  else  be  learned  in  the  laws  of  this  realm^ 
in,  and  concerning  the  same,  that  is  to  say^  admitted  in  * 
one  of  the  four  principal  inns  of  court  for  an  utter  bar- 
rester,  shall  forfeit  xl,  li.  for  every  time  that  be  shall 
attempt  so  to  doe;  the  one  half  thereof  to  be  to  our 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to 
the  use  of  him  or  them  that  will  sue  therefore- by  action 
of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  information  in  any  of  the  King's 
courts  ;  in  which  action  or  suit,  no  wager  of  law  shall  be 
admitted,  nor  any  essoin  or  protection  shall  be  allowed. 
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XL  And  if  any  action  of  trespass,  or  other  suil  shall 
happen  to  be  attempted  agtiiust  any  persoQ  or  persuns 
for  taking  any  distress^  or  any  other  act  doiug,  by  au- 
thority* of  the  said  commissioD,  or  by  authority  of  auy 
laws  or  ordinaDces  made  by  virtue  of  the  said  commis- 
sion, the  defendant  or  defendants  in  any  such  action 
bhatl  and  may  make  avowry,  eoousauee  or  justification 
for  the  taking  of  the  same  distress^  or  other  act  doing 
touching  the  premisses,  or  of  any  of  them,  aliedging  in 
such  avowry,  conusance  or  jusliiicalion,  that  the  said 
distress^  trespass,  or  other  act  whereof  the  plaintiff  com- 
plaioeth,  was  done  by  the  authority  of  the  Commission 
of  Sewers  for  lot  or  lax  assessed  by  the  said  commission, 
or  for  such  other  act  or  cause  as  the  said  defeudant  did 
by  authority  of  the  same  commission,  aod  according  to 
the  tenor,  purport  and  effect  of  this  present  act,  made 
the  three  and  twentieth  year  of  the  rei.i^ii  of  our  Sove- 
reign Lord  King  Henry  the  Eighth^  without  any  expres* 
siog  or  rehearsal  of  any  other  matter  or  circumstance 
contained  in  this  present  act»  or  any  commission^  laws, 
statutes  or  ordinances  thereupon  to  be  made;  whereupon 
the  plaintiff  shall  be  admilled  to  reply,  that  the  defen- 
dael  did  take  the  said  distress,  or  did  any  other  act  or 
trespass  supposed  in  his  declaration  of  his  own  wrong, 
without  any  such  cause  alJedged  by  the  said  defendant, 
whereupon  the  issue  in  every  such  action  shall  be  joyned, 
to  be  tried  by  verdict  of  twelve  men,  and  not  otherwise, 
as  is  accustomed  in  other  personal  actions :  And  upon 
the  trial  of  that  issue,  the  whole  matter  to  be  given  on  both 
parties  in  evidence  according  to  the  very  truth  of  the  same. 

XII.  And  after  such  issue  tried  for  the  defendant,  or 
nonsuit  of  the  plaintiff  after  appearance^  the  same  defen- 
dant to  recover  treble  damages^  by  reason  of  his  wrong- 
full  vexation  in  that  behalf,  with  his  costs  also  in  that 
part  sustained,  and  that  to  be  assessed  by  the  same  jury, 
or  writ  to  enquire  of  damages,  as  the  cause  shall  require. 
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XIIL  A  ad  ir  is  al&o  enacted,  That  every  of  the  said 
Commissioners  shall  have  and  perceive  four  shillings  for 
every  day  that  they  shall  take  pain  in  the  execution  of 
thiB  Commission  of  Sewers,  and  one  clerk  by  them  to  be 
assigned,  two  shillings  for  every  day,  of  the  rates,  taxes, 
lots,  and  wains,  that  shall  he  assessed  or  lost  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  said  commission,  and  to  be  levied  and  paid 
by  their  discretions.  And  that  the  said  Commissioners, 
orsixoflhem,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  limit, 
and  assign  of  the  same  rates,  taxes,  lots,  and  wains,  by 
their  discretions^  such  reasonable  sums  of  money  to  the 
said  clerk,  for  writing  of  books  and  process  concerning 
the  premisses,  and  to  the  collectors,  expenditors,  and 
such  other  as  sball  take  pain  in  due  execution  of  the  said 
commission,  as  by  the  discretions  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, or  six  of  them,  shall  be  thought  reasonable. 

XIV.  Provided  alway,That  whensoever,  and  as  often 
as  such  commission,  as  is  afore  limited,  sball  be  made 
and  directed  to  any  person  or  persons,  for  the  reformation 
and  amendment  of,  or  in  any  of  the  premisses  specified  in 
the  said  commission  within  the  fees,  liberties,  or  posses- 
sion of  the  dutcby  of  Lancaster,  that  then  such  Com- 
missioners as  shall  execute  any  such  commission,  shall 
be  always  named  and  appointed  by  the  discretion  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Treasurer  of  England,  and  the 
said  two  Chief  Justices  of  either  Bench,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  said  dutchy  for  the  time  being,  or  three  of 
them,  whereof  the  said  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  dutchy  to  be  two  :  and  that  in  every  such 
case  two  commissions  shall  be  awarded  and  made  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  the  commission  above  expressed, 
one  thereof  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  and  the 
other  under  the  seal  of  the  same  dutchy,  as  beforetime 
hath  been  accustomed^  any  thing  afore  rehearsed  in  this 
present  act  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding, 

XV.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commis* 
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8 ions  fioin  time  to  time,  as  the  case  shall  require,  shall 
be  had  and  obtained  without  aoy  money,  or  other  charge 
la  be  paid  for  the  seals,  or  writing  of  the  fiame,  unless  it 
be  to  the  King»  two  shillings  six  pence,  for  the  seal  of 

^«very  commission,  as  hath  been  accustomed:   and  for 
the  writing  and  enrolling  of  any  one  commisaioDi  five 

rshillingSj  and  not  above- 

XVI.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  every  commis* 
6ion  to  be  made  by  authority  of  this  act  shall  endure  and 
conticiue  for  the  term  of  three  years  next  after  the  teste 

1  X)f  the  commission.  Nevertheless,  after  any  commission 
made  and  delivered  out  of  the  King's  Court  of  Chancery, 
4.he  King's  Highness  shall  always  at  his  pleasure,  by  his 
writ  of  Supersedeas  out  of  his  said  Court  of  Chancery,  at 
any  time  discharge  as  well  every  such  commission,  as 
every  Commissioner  that  shall  be  made  or  named  by  au- 
thority of  this  act.  After  which  discharge^  the  said  Coui* 
inissioners  shall  have  no  power  nor  authority  to  proceed 
in  the  execution  of  their  commission,  nor  in  any  thing  by 
authority  of  this  act, 

XVIL  Provided  always.  That  such  laws,  acts,  decrees 
and  ordinances  as  shall  happen  to  be  made  by  the  said 
Commissioners,  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  commis- 
sion, or  by  authority  of  this  act,  shall  stand  good  and 

;  effectual,  and  be  put  in  due  execution  so  long  time  as 
their  commission  endureth,  and  no  longer:  except  the 
said  laws  and  ordinances  be  made  and  in  grossed  in  parch- 
ment^ and  certified  under  the  seals  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners iolo  the  King's  Court  of  Chancery,  and  then  the 
King's  royal  assent  be  had  to  the  same :  any  thing  con- 
tained in  this  present  act  to  the  contrary  hereof  ootwitli- 
Etanding. 
XV ML  Provided  also,  That  whensoever  and  as  often 
such  commission  as  is  afore  limtted|  shall  be  made 
and  directed  to  any  person  or  persons  for  the  reformation 
and  amendment  of,  or  in  any  of  the  premisses  specified 
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in  the  said  conniiifisioti  within  the  fees,  liberties,  am! 
possesRiotis  of  the  principal ity  of  VVal^!«,  the  couoly 
palatine  of  Chester,  or  within  the  fees,  liberties,  and  pos- 
sessions  of  any  other  place  where  there  is  liberty  and 
jurisdiction  of  county  palatine,  that  in  every  such  case 
two  commissions  shall  be  awarded  and  made  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  commission  above  expressed,  one 
thereof  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  and  the  other 
the  usual  seal  of  I  he  county  palatine,  in  manner  and 
form  as  is  above  provided  for  the  dutchy  of  Lancaster, 
any  thing  afore  rehearsed  in  ibis  present  act  to  the  con- 
trary notw  ithstanding, 

XIX.  And  it  is  provided^  and  also  enacted.  That  the 
royal  assent  limited  to  be  had  unto  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances to  be  made  by  the  said  Commissioners,  as  is 
abovesaid,  shall  be  certified  into  the  said  Court  of  Chan- 
cery under  the  King's  privy  seal.  And  that  there  shall 
not  any  sum  of  money  be  paid  for  the  same  privy  seal : 
but  for  the  writing  of  tbe  same  certificate  under  the  said 
privy  seal,  shall  be  paid  to  the  writer  thereof  ij.  s.  and 
not  above,  nor  no  other  nor  greater  sum  for  any  thing 
touching  or  concerning  the  same  certificate  under  the 
same  privy  seaU 

XX,  Provided  alway,  That  the  Chancellors,  and  sucli 
other  as  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  seals  of  the  saitl 
principality  of  Wales,  or  the  county  palatine  of  Chester, 
or  wiihin  the  fees,  liberties,  and  possessions  of  any  other 
place  where  there  h  liberty  and  jurisdiction  of  county 
palatine,  upon  reasonable  request,  and  upon  ifie  sight  of 
the  commission  under  the  King's  great  seal  of  liis  Chan- 
cery, shall  without  delay  make  out  another  commission 
under  the  seal  of  the  said  county  palatine,  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  King's  commission  to  them  shewed  under 
fais  great  seal :  And  to  those  commissioners  as  shall  be 
named  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treasurer,  and  the 
two  Chief  Justices,  or  by  three  of  them,  whereof  the  Lord 
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Chancellor  to  be  one,  except  it  be  withia  the  fees  mid 
liberties  of  thedtitchy  of  Lancaster,  within  which  fees: 
and  liberties  the  Commissioners  shall  be  named,  and 
commissions  made  as  is  afore  ordained  by  this  act ;  any 
thing  contained  in  the  said  act,  or  in  any  proviso  there- 
unto added  and  annexed  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwith- 
standing. This  act  is  to  end  are  for  xx.  years.  Stat,  S 
Ed.  6.  8.  made  perpetual.  Stat.  3  Jac.  14.  Regist.  f.  i27. 
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An  Inquisic'on  taken  at  Wiggerhall  St.  Marie  the  lo  May. 
10th  day  of  May,  in  the  28th  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  28  Hen.  8. 
Kinge  Henry  the  Eight,  before  Roger  Townesend  and 
William  Paston  Knights,  William  Cunnesbie,  Thomas 
Dereham,  John  Fincham,  Thomas  Thursbie,  Esqres., 
Thomas  Guybon,  and  Thomas  Prentice  Gent. ;  and 
other  Commissioners  by  the  Kinge's  letters  patents  to 
them  directed,  as  by  the  oathes  of  William  Martin  Gent., 
Adam  Tovye,  William  Lawson,  Humfrie  Nicholl,  Tho- 
mas Wright  and  others  may  appeare.  That  there  is  a 
draine  in  Emmeth,  belonging  to  a  certaine  feild  called 
Saffeild  and  Hansted,  extendeth  from  Emmeth  Sidyke 
on  the  west  part  of  the  same  field,  and  from  thence  to 
the  Styles,  at  which  place  the  draines  of  both  the  said 
feilds  do  meete  and  joyne,  and  .so  run  into  the  Fen  from 
thence,  and  ought  to  be  cleansed  by  old  custome  by  the 
landholders  in  SuiTeild  and  Hawsted  abuttinge  upon 
the  same  draine,  which  said  draine  ought  to  be  from 
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brinie  to  brinke  9  foote  and  5  foote  deepe.  There  i« 
another  dratDe  in  Koitneth,  called  Church  Feild  and  North 
Feild  Draine,  extending  from  Seadyke  Dole  unto  Huape- 
more,  and  from  thence  eastward  unto  Whicks  Bridge,  and 
soe  to  Middle  Fodder  inlo  the  Common  Sewer  or  Water 
Leasure  of  Marshland  called  Saieeth  Loadj  and  ought 
to  he  purged  and  cleansed  by  the  landholders  in  the  same  J 
feilds.  Alsoe  there  is  a  draine  in  Emmeth  called  New- 
feild  Draine,  extendeth  from  Halloughcrofts  on  the  west, 
and  soe  leading  to  Porteabush,  and  soe  to  Hawkins 
Bridge,  and  thence  to  Himgate  Dyche,  and  soe  to  Noe-  J 
mans  Land  Comer,  and  soe  unto  the  Smeeth  Load,  and  is  ■ 
to  be  purged  and  cast  by  the  landliolders  of  the  same  feilds 
abutting  uppon  the  same  draine.  There  ia  alsoe  a  ■ 
draine  in  Walsoaken  called  the  Maine  Draine,  which 
extendeth  from  Holmes  Bridge  in  Walsoaken  on  the 
north  part  of  the  towne  unto  Smeeth  Load  aforesaid,  and 
is  to  be  purged  and  repay  red  by  the  landholders  abbut-  ■ 
ting  upon  the  same  draine.  There  is  a  draine  in  West- 
wallon  extending  from  Gibson's  Bridge  to  the  Smeeth 
Load,  which  said  draine  from  Gibson's  Bridge  south- 
ward to  the  Watergate  ought  to  be  purged  and  repayred 
by  the  landholders  of  Walton,  and  from  the  Watergate 
to  the  Smeethload  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely,  the  Prior  of 
Lewes,  and  the  convent  of  the  same  place  and  their  sac- 
eessors*  There  is  an  old  draine  extendinge  from  Clrncks  J 
Hume  on  the  north  part^  and  abbutteth  upon  Neweland 
Lane  on  the  south  hedd,  and  ought  to  be  made  and  kept 
by  John  Carter,  There  is  another  draine  in  Walton,  ex- 
tendinge from  Cross  Greene  by  Hayle  Hume  to  Loyatt's 
Wallat  the  foote  of  Walton  Seadyke,  and  soe  to  Gibson's 
Bridge,  and  ought  to  be  scoured  by  the  landholders 
abutting  upon  the  same^  The  common  draine  of  Tcr- 
rington,  extendinge  from  Fawk  feild  unto  Oxowborde,  and 
from  thence  unlo  the  Smeeth  Load,  and  ought  to  be 
purged  and  repayred  by  the  landholders  of  Terringtoa. 
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And  that  tbe  said  township  ought  to  cast  and  cleanse 
and  parge  one  other  draine  in  Terrington,  extending 
through  the  same  town  to  the  Smeeth  Load,  and  thence 
to  the  Sea.  From  Browne's  Bridge  in  Hargateunto  Spowe 
the  landholders  of  Tylney  ought  to  cast  and  cleanse. 
Mordyke  draine  begianeth  at  Tunnbridge,  and  soe  to 
the  Common  Water  Leysure  called  the  Wyodbridge.  The 
said  townshipp  of  Tylney  with  tbe  hamlets  ought  to  purge 
and  cleanse  Reed's  Draine,  beginning  at  Rosegate,  and 
toe  to  the  Common  Waterley  Sure.  And  alsoe  Fen 
Ditch  Draine  beginneth  at  the  west  head  of  Tylney 
Drove^  and  so  by  the  north  side  of  the  Fenn  Ditch,  unto 
Pollett's  Goole^  ought  to  be  cleansed  by  the  said  town-> 
ship.  Alsoe  another  draine  within  the  same  towne  begin- 
neth at  the  west  end  of  More's  Green,  and  extendeth  to 
Creditch,  and  from  thence  to  Fry  th  Dych  Goole^  and  soe 
bto  the  Maine  River,  and  ought  to  be  repaired  by  the 
same  township.  Alsoe  another  draine  called  Spellowfield 
Draine  cominge  out  of  Spellowfield,  and  soe  to  Mere 
Greene  Draine,  overthwhart  Meexe's  Greene,  and  ought 
to  be  cleansed  by  the  same  townshipp.  Crowe  Goole 
Draine  beginneth  at  Crowe  Goole,  and  extendeth  to 
Neweland  Gate,  and  from  Neweland  Gate  to  Barnwell 
Cloote,  and  from  thence  to  Cow  Stow  pipe,  and  soe  to 
Rainham  Gate,  and  is  to  be  cleansed  by  the  landholders 
of  St.  Peter's  Fields,  and  St.  Marie's  Fields,  and  St.  Jer- 
man's  Fields  in  Wiggenhall.  Alsoe  Wiggenhall  Heve- 
dings  beginneth  at  Pickard's  Hurne,  and  soe  leading  to 
Hellbottome,  being  a  draine  in  Wiggenhall  Fenn,  and  is 
to  be  ditched  and  scowered  by  the  landholders  of  the 
Farm  Fen.  Another  draine  lying  from  Wiggenhall  More 
unto  Sckales  Corner,  and  soe  by  Newfield  Heavediug, 
between  the  Spaldgouges  and  Islington  West  Drove  ought 
to  be  repayred  by  the  landholders  within  the  precincts  of 
the  Spaldgouges.  A  draine  called  Symons  Load,  ex- 
tending from  a  place  called  the  Hooke,  and  from  thence 
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to  Symons  Lodegate  at  the  Maine  River,  ought  to  be 
repayred  by  the  said  townshipp.  Crossload,  extending 
from  the  Hooke  to  the  Maine  River,  is  to  be  repayred  by 
the  landholders  of  WiggenhalK    A^  28  H.  8. 


No.  VI. 
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GENERAL  DRAINING  ACT, 

43  ELIZ.  c.  11. 

An  Act  for  the  recovering  of  many  hundred  thmuand  Acrew 
of  Marshes,  and  other  Grounds  subject  commonly  to  sur* 
rounding,  within  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  the  Counties  of 
Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Northampton,  Lincoln,  Nor* 
folk,  Suffolk,  Sussex,  Essex,  Kent,  and  the  County  Palm^ 
tine  of  Durham. 

Whbreas  it  is  apparent  to  such  as  have  travelled  in 
the  execution  of  commissions  of  sewers  in  the  isle  and 
counties  aforesaid,  that  the  wastes,  commons,  marshes^ 
and  fenny  grounds  there  subject  to  surrounding,  may  be 
recovered  by  skilful  and  able  undertakers,  whereby  great 
and  inestimable  benefit  would  arise  to  her  Majesty,  her 
heirs  and  successors,  disburdening  her  Highness  of 
many  chargeable  banks  and  works  of  sewers  within  those 
surrounded  grounds,  as  the  increase  of  many  able  sub- 
jects, by  habitations  being  there  erected,  and  in  like  sort 
profitable  unto  many  her  Highness  subjects,  both  bodies 
politick  and  cor|>orate,  who  have  estate  of  inheritance. 
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aod  other  interest  wilhin  the  same:  and  for  that  the 
draiQiDg  and  making  dry  and  profitable  af  those  sur- 
rounded grounds  is  chiefly  hindred^  for  that  the  greater 
part  of  them  are  wastes  and  commons  subject  yearly  to 
surroundings  wherein  divers  have  common  by  prescrip- 
tion, by  reason  of  their  resiancy  and  inhabitancy,  which 
kind  of  commons,  nor  their  interest  therein  can  by  the 
common  law  be  extinguished^  or  granted  to  bind  others 
which  should  inhabit  there  afterwards ;  and  in  that  also 
it  appeareth,  that  the  commoners  in  respect  of  their  po- 
verty, are  unable  to  pay  the  great  charges  to  such  as 
should  undertake  the  recovery  of  the  same  : 

II.  It  may  please  your  Majesty,  That  by  your  High-  ^  bargain  be- 
ness,  and  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporlil,  and  the  lords  and  com- 
commons  in  this  present  parlianient  assembled^  and  the  ^°er'a^ 
authority  of  the  same.  It  may  be  enacted.  That  the  Ic^rd  the  under- 
or  lords,  as  well  bodies  politick  or  coiporale^,  as  any  other 
person  or  persons  4vhatsoever,  of  all^nd  every  the  wastes 
and  commons  aforesaid,  and  the  wfOBt  of  ihfe  commoners 
for  the  particular  commons,  and  tikewiae  the  owners  and 
such  as  have,  or  shall  have  interest  in  any  several  sur- 
rounded grounds  lying  within  or  near  the  same,  may  con- 
tract or  bargain  for  part  of  such  commons,  wastes,  and 
severals  aforesaid,  wii^  such  person  and  persons  which 
will  undertake  the  draining  and  keeping  dry  perpetually 
the  severals,  wastes,  and  commons  of  that  quality; 
which  contract  and  bargain,  and  conveyances  thereupon 
made,  shall  (>e  good  and  available  in  law  to  all  construc- 
tions and  purposes,  against  the  said  lords  of  the  said  soif, 
and  owners  of  several,  and  their  heirs,  successors,  and  as- 
signs, and  all  the  commoners,  and  such  as  shall  or  might 
have  common  or  interest  there  afterwards,  according  to 
the  contracts,  covenants,  provisions,  and  agreements  in 
those  conveyances  to  be  specified,  and  for  so  much  of 
such  commons,  wastes,  or  severals  as  shall  be  so  con- 
tracted or  conveyed,  to  hold  and  enjoy  in  severalty  to 
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such  (itisoa  and  pervious,  liis  or  their  assignee  or  assig- 


Dees,  as  shall  or  have  undertaken  the  same,  iri  sucli  maa- 

ner  and  form  as  bi^  or  their  estates  uad  id  teres  Is  are  or 

&haU  he,  by  or  ypon  such  contracts  or  agreements,  by 

such  coDveyances  litXHted  and  appointed* 

WhenMhe  HI,  Provided   nolwithstandiog,  and  be  it  enacted  by 

owner  uf  the      the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  all  cases  where  your  High-  ■ 

waste  or^cotn-    "^ss,  your  heirs  and  successors  is  or  shall  be  lord  or  owner 

i]Qon,orof        Qf  the  freehold  of  the  soil  of  such  wastes  or  commons, 
piurt  mereui. 

or  any  part  of  the  sainc,  that  the  mobt  part  of  the  coin- 

moDers  in  such  your  Highness  soil,  shall  or  may  con-  M 
tracL,  bargain,  assign,  Jtnd  set  forth,  as  is  aforesaid,  part 
of  their  common  therein,  to  any  person  or  persons  which 
will  undertake  the  draining  of  that  whole  common  (ac*  I 
cording  as  the  lords  and  the  most  part  of  the  commoners 
in  the  surroanded  wastes  and  commons  aforesaid  of  bo- 
dies politick  or  corporate  may  do,  as  is  before  declared  :) 
which  shall  bind  and  be  good  and  available  against  alt 
the  said  commoners,  their  heirs,  executors  or  assigns,  and 
all  others  that  shall  hereafter  by  reason  of  any  their  re- 
siancy,  claim  any  common  of  pasture  in  the  said  wastts 
or  common  grounds  whereof  the  soil  dolh  or  shall  per- 
tain to  your  Majesty,  of  and  for  all  their  interest  or  clatm 
of  common  therein,  to  hold  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  ellect  of  such  contract,  bargain,  assignment,  and 
conveyances  by  writing  indented,  sealed  and  delivered 
by  the  most  part  olf  such  commoners,  as  shall  be  made 
between  the  most  part  of  such  commoners  and  such  un-  _ 
derlakers ;  but  shall  not  in  any  sort  be  of  any  elTect  or  f 
vaiidity  against  your  Highness,  your  heirs,  successors,  or 
assigns,  or  their  estate  or  estates.,  in  or  to  the  soil  thereof, 
except  such  conveyances  be  by  writing  indented  in  parch- 
jtienl,  and  one  part  thereof  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  I 
most  part  of  the  commoners  so  contracting  the  same, 
cerlilied  into  your  Highness  High  Court  of  Chancery, 
jt'  the  wastes  or  soil  shall  be  of  the  possessions  of 
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Highness  crown  of  England:  and  except  your   Majes-  TheQueen*s 
ty's  royal  consent  be  obtained  thereunto,  and  signified  by   the  priry  or 
and  under  your  Highness  privy  seal,  or  great  seal,  and  in-  S^nedlnUilf 
rolled  in  your  Highness  said  Court  of  Chancery,  and  after  Chincery. 
such  assent  so  had,  signified  and  inrolled,  then  the  same 
contracts  and  covenants  shall  be  good  and  available  to 
all  and  every  such  undertakers,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
against  your  Highness,  your  heirs  and  successors,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions,  agreements,  and  covenants  so  as* 
seated  unto  by  your  Highness,  your  heirs  and  succes- 
sors :  and  where  they  are  of  the  possession  of  the  dutchy  TbeQoteii 
of  Lancaster,  then  the  said  contract,  bargain,  assignment,  ^iirt*8,\einr 
of  or  from  your  Highness,  shall  not  be  of  any  effect  or  dutchy  land, 
validity  against  your  Highness,  your  heirs,  successors, 
and  assigns,  except  such  contract  and  bargain  touching 
the  premisses,  and  such  assignment  and  setting  forth  of 
such  part  of  the  said  undertakers  to  hold  in  severalty,  be 
by  writing  indented  in  parchment,  sealed  and  delivered 
by  the  said  commoners,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  and 
the  said  undertakers,  and  one  part  thereof  certified  under 
the  hands  and  seals   of  most  part  of  the  commoners, 
into  your  Highness  Court  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancaster  for 
the  time  being,  and  your  Majesty's  royal  consent,  under 
the  seal  of  the  said  dutchy  obtained  thereunto,  and  there 
inrolled  in  that  Court :  which  consent  royal  being  ob- 
tained for  the  soil  of  such  waste,  being  of  the  possessions 
of  the  crown,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  said  dutchy,  of 
your  Highness  soil  of  such  wastes  as  are  of  those  posses- 
sions, the  said  undertakers,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
shall  and   may  enjoy  in   severally,   the  soil    of  so   niucli 
waste  and  common  as  was  so   contracted   for,  assigned 
and  set  forth  by  the  most  part  of  your  Highness  com- 
moners, in  such  sort  and  quality  as  the  said  undertakers 
shall  hold  and  enjoy  the  interest  of  common,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes. 
IV,  Provided  always,    and  be  it  enacted,  That  this   Thiasututc 
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shall  extend 
but  to  so  much 
comnioo  as 
shall  be  con- 
tracted for. 


This  assign- 
ment shall  hin- 
der no  man*8 
liberty. 


Not  prejudicial 
to  the  ports  or 
harens  within 
eight  miles  of 
Yarmouth,  or 
six  miles  of 
Lyn. 


act^  nor  any  thing  theretn  contained,  shall  not  extend 
to  the  impairing,  diminishing,  letting,  taking  away,  or 
extinguishing  of  the  interest  of  the  commoners,  or  any 
or  them,  or  of  the  lords  or  owners  of  the  soil,  of>  in,  or  to 
any  part  of  the  residue  of  the  wastes  or  commons,  which 
is  not^  or  shall  not  be  so  set  forth  or  assigned  to  the 
undertakers :  nor  to  any  franchises  or  liberties,  or  waif, 
stray,  leet,  lawday,  nor  other  liberties  to  be  used  or 
taken,  in  the  part  so  to  the  said  undertakers  assigned ; 
but  that  as  well  the  commoners,  and  lords  and  owners  of 
that  soil,  shall  and  may  enjoy  their  commons  in  the  resi- 
due thereof,  and  the  Queen's  Majesty,  her  heirs  and 
successors,  and  the  lords  and  owners  shall  and  may 
have  and  enjoy  such  liberties  and  franchises  in  such 
their  part  as  heretofore  was  lawfully  used,  and  as  they, 
or  any  of  them  should  or  might  have  done,  if  this  act^  or 
such  contract,  bargain,  and  assignment  had  never  been ; 
any  thing  in  this  statute  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

V.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  this  act, 
nor  any  thing  therein  contained,  shall  not  extend  either 
to  any  bargain,  sale,  agreement,  grant,  conveyance,  or 
assurance,  or  to  the  inning,  draining,  or  laying  dry  of 
any  commons,  marshes,  or  surrounded  grounds,  whereby, 
or  by  means  whereof,  any  of  the  havens  or  ports  of  this 
realm  of  England  may  be  in  any  sort  annoyed,  impaired, 
or  hindred;  nor  to  any  grounds  within  eight  miles  of 
Yarmouth,  or  six  miles  of  Lyn  within  the  county  of 
Norfolk. 
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No.  VII. 
WALDERSEA  DRAINING  ACT,        leos-a. 

4  JAC.  l,c.  13. 


An  ^ct  for  the  draining  of  certain  Fens  and  low  Grounds 
in  the  Isle  of  Elj/,  subject  to  hurt  by  surrounding,  con- 
taining above  six  thousand  Acres,  compassed  about  with 
certain  Banks  commonly  called  and  named  the  Ring  of 
Waldersea  and  Cooldham. 

Whereas  by  the  draining  of  certain  fens  and  low  Certain  per- 
grounds  within  the  Isle  of  Ely,  subject  to  hurt  by  sur-  dertakeo  to  ' 
rounding,  great  benefit  may  come  to  the  commonwealth,  f,J^l,Vitfeof* 
and  much  profit  to  the  owners  of  the  said  grounds,  be  it  ^^y* 
therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  Majesty,  the  lords  spi- 
ritual and  temporal,  and  the  commons  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  Frauds  Tindal   Esquire,    Henry   Farre  and  John 
Cooper  gentlemen,  (who  have  undertaken  to  do  their 
best  endeavours  to  effect  the  same  at  their  own  costs  and 
charges,  for  the  considerations  hereafter  mentioned)  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  during  the  space  of  seven  years  next 
ensuing  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  parliament,  to 
drain  all  the  fens  and  low  grounds  subject  to  hurt  by  sur- 
rounding in  the  said  Isle  of  £ly,  that  lie  and  be  environed  The  limits  and 
with  the  banks,  beginning  at  Keeks  MiU»  and  from  thence  inncd. 
by  Tower  House,  to  Hobs   House,  and  so  to  Tilney 
Hurne,  from  thence  to  Maries  Damme,  and  so  by  Elme 
Learn  to   Friday  Bridge,  and  from  thence  by  Redmore 
Dike,  and  Begdale,  and  so  by  Gold  Dike  to  Keeks  Mill 
again  :  and  for  the  doing  thereof  to  make  of  new,  or  to 
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The  persons 
dauinitieU  shall 
be  satisfied. 


The  underta- 
kers shall 
have  for  the 
inoing  and 
inaiDtaioiug  of 
the  grounds 
surrounded, 
two  parts 
thereof. 


Of  whom  the 
two  parts  shall 
be  holden. 
The  two  parts 
shall  be  dis- 
charged of 
tithes  during 
seven  years. 


repair  \m  all  places  needful,  such  aod  so  maoy  drains, 
loads^  dikes,  banks,  sluces,  and  other  works  of  sewers, 
as  they  shall  think  meet,  not  being  in  marsh  land  within 
the  old  Podike,  for  conveying  to  the  Sea  as  well  of  the 
sock  and  downfall,  as  of  the  overflowing  of  rivers  and 
land  ilouds,  satisfying  the  owners  of  such  severals  as  they 
shall  cut,  and  such  persons  as  they  shall  otherwise  dam- 
nific, so  much  money  or  other  valuable  recom pence,  as 
by  six  commissioners  of  sewers  at  the  least,  whereof 
three  inhabiting  within  the  said  Isle,  and  three  within 
the  county  of  Norfolk  shall  be  ordered  and  set  down. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  immediately  after  the  said  grounds  shall  be  drained, 
according  to  the  true  meaning  of  this  act,  the  said  un- 
dertakers, their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  and  in  consideration 
thereof,  and  of  the  perpetual  maintaining  and  preserving 
of  the  same  draining,  as  in  this  act  is  hereafter  mention* 
ed,  shall  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  to  them  their  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  in  severalty,  two  full  parts  in  three  to 
be  divided  of  all  the  said  fens  and  low  grounds,  the  same 
be  set  out  by  metes  and  bounds,  before  the  Feast  of  Su 
Michael  the  Archangel,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight,  by  the  8eve*> 
ral  owners  of  the  said  fens  and  low  grounds,  or  in  default 
of  any  of  them,  then  at  any  time  after  by  six  commis- 
sioners of  sewers  at  the  least,  whereof  four  inhabiting 
within  the  said  Isle. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  the  said  two  full  parts  shall  be  held  of  the  seve- 
ral lords,  of  whom  the  same  are  now  holden,  in  free  and 
common  soccage,.  by  fealty  onely  for  all  manner  of  ser- 
vices, and  not  in  capite,  nor  by  knights  service ;  and 
likewise  that  the  said  two  full  parts  shall  be  freed  from 
paying  any  manner  of  tithes  until  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  next  ensuing  the  end  of  seven  years  after 
the  time  limited  for  the  draining  aforesaid. 
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IV.  Provided  nevertheless,  and' be  it  enacted  by  the  A  promioo  for 
authority  aforesaid,  that  if  he  shall  fall  out  at  any  time  thegroan^ 
hereafter,  that  any  of  the  said  fen  or  low  grounds,  after  briffafn  sur- 
tliey  be  once  drained,  shall  be  again  surrounded  in  de-  rounded, 
fault  of  the  said  undertakers,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  and 

80  do  continue  at  any  time  between  the  Feast  ot*  St. 
Michael  the  Archangel,  and  the  Annunciation  of  the  Bles- 
sed Virgin  Mary  then  next  following,  by  the  space  of  two 
months  together,  or  do  so  continue  at  any  time  between 
the  Feast  of  the  Annunciation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Ma- 
ry, and  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  tt^  Archangel  then  next 
following,  by  the  space  of  one  month  together,  and  not 
in  the  mean  time  amended  by  the  said  undertakers,  their 
heirs  or  assigns,  That  then  and  so  often  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  every  owner  of  the  grounds  so  surrounded, 
and  not  amended,  by  the  view  and  appointment  of  six 
commissioners  of  sewers  at  the  least,  whereof  four  inhabit- 
ing within  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  being  assembled  for  that 
purpose,  to  enter  into  the  two  full  parts  which  were  divi- 
ded and  set  forth  from  his  grounds  so  surrounded,  for  the 
said  undertakers  as  aforesaid,  and  the  same  to  have  and 
enjoy  according  to  his  former  title,  estate,  and  interest, 
until  the  same  fens  and  low  grounds  so  surrounded,  shall 
be  recovered  again  by  new  draining  or  repair  to  the  costs 
and  charges  of  the  said  undertakers,  their  heirs  or  assigns ; 
any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

V,  Provided  also.  That  the  authority  given  by  this  act  Theunderu- 
to  the  said  undertakers,  their  heirs   or  assigns,  for  the  draia  through 
draining  of  the  said  grounds,  shall  not  extend  to  give  any  oJheirwi8e"han 
power  to  cut  and  drain  thorow  any  other  grounds  in  any  they  may  do  by 
other  manner,  then  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm 
heretofore  made,  they  may  lawfully  do. 
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No.  VIII. 

1616.  COMMISSION   OF  SEWERS. 

15  J.  1.— A.D.  1616—17. 

STATUTES,  Lawes,  Decrees,  Ordinances  and  Con- 
stiluc'ons  of  Sewers,  indented^  made,  enacted^ 
ordered,  decreed  and  established^  all  severall  Ses- 
sions of  Sewers,  holden  all  Huntinglon,  in  ihe 
countj  of  Huntington,  ibe  foure  and  twenlyelh 
day  of  February,  in  the  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  our 
Sovereigne  Lord  James,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  &c.  the  Fiveteenth,  and  of  Scotland, 
the  One  and  Fivelyeth,  before  Sir  Francis  Ford, 
Knight;  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and  Barronett;. 
Sir  Robert  Bevile,  Knight;  Sir  John  Cult,  Knight; 
Sir  Christopher  Cromwell,  Knight;  Sir  Charles 
Benlowes,  Knight;  John  Pope,  Doctor  of  Lawes; 
Miles  Sandys,  William  Mendy,  Henry  Cromwell, 
senior,  Francis  Browne,  Peter  Frankeland,  Robert 
Audelyn,  Humphrey  Gardiner,  Bestney  Betts, 
Esquires ;  Jerome  Beale,  Batchelor  of  Divinity ; 
Robert  Buttler,  Thomas  Glapthorne,  and  Richard 
Stacye,  Gentlemen,  Commissioners  of  Sewers; 
amongst  others  assigned  for  the  countyes  of  Lin- 
colne^  Nortb'ton,  Huntington,  Cambridge,  Kor- 
folke  Marsh,  and  the  isle  of  Ely. 

The  great  and  vast  waters  of  the  rivers  of  Ouze,  neare 
Weyland  and  Grant,  often  overflowing  the  bankes  and 
brymmes  of  theire  defective  channells,  as  ill  were  con- 
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spireing  the  surrounding  of  the  large  and  fruitful!  fenns 
and  marshes  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  and  the  adjacent  coan- 
tyeSy  and  certeyne  selfe  conceited,  willfully  and  over- 
weening persons,  out  of  theyre  owne  singularity  and 
perverse  disposic'ons,  noe  lesse  dangerously  threartening 
the  ioiinent  ruyne  of  those  parts,  by  spuming  against  the 
authority  and  proceedings  of  those  (by  whose  prudence, 
care,  industry,  and  diligence,  such  outrages  were  wont  to 
bee  prevented,  avoyded,  or  suppressed,)  by  undue  and 
enlawfull  practices,  under  pretext  or  coulour  of  law,  to 
question  and  discourage  the  Comissioners,  theire  officers, 
and  ministres,  and  to  extenuate  the  authority  of  the  co- 
mission  of  soe  high  a  nature,  large  extent,  And  evident 
necessity,  whereby  the  said  country es  were  in  great  dis- 
tresses and  the  people  much  distracted  and  perplexed ; 
upon  whose  petic'ons  and  complaints,  itt  pleased  the 
King's  most  excellent  Majesty  to  command  the  lords 
and  others  of  his  privy  counsel!,  to  take  consideration 
of  the  premisses,  who  after  due  examinac'on  and  mature 
deliberac'on  of  the  justice  of  the  said  complaynts,  did 
nott  only  take  present  order  for  punishment  of  such  stub- 
bume  and  perverse  persons  as  had  formerly  opposed  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  Comissioners  of  Sewers, 
butt  alsoe  gave  incouragemcnt  unto  the  Comissioners 
to  proceed  in  theire  wonted  courses  for  suppressing  the 
violences  and  preventing  the  dangers  of  the  sayd  over- 
flowing waters,  and  further  promised  theire  patronage 
and  cEssistance  unto  them  in  theire  wonted  necessary  and 
due  proceeding,  as  by  theyre  honourables  letters  and 
ordinances  sent  unto  the  Comissioners  more  evidently 
appeareth.  Which  being  notyfyed  and  publiquely  read 
in  soe  great  an  assembly  of  Comissioners  and  inhabi- 
tants of  all  the  countyes  of  Lincolne,  North'ton,  Nor- 
folke,  Cambridge,  Huntington,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  as 
hath  seldome  been  seene  togeather  att  any  one  tyme  be- 
fore, att  a  Generall  Sessions  of  Sewers  holden  at  Wis- 
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beach,  the  twelvlh  day  of  June  last  past,  all  the  hearers 
did  with  enspeakeable  joy  and  gladnesse  apprehend,  and 
with  all  humble  thankfuUnesse  acknowledge  his  Majestye's 
most  gracious  respect  of  these  distressed  countryes,  and 
their  Lordshipps  honourable  care  in  the  premisses.  Butt 
the  Comissioners  thereby  encouraged  to  proceed  in  the 
publique  service  according  to  his  Majestye's  said  co- 
mission  to  them  dyrected,  did  forthwith  give  warrant  and 
order  for  severall  returnes  to  be  made  of  foure  and  twenty 
substantiall  and  sufficient  men  for  jurors  of  every  of  the 
said  five  counties  and  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  of  whom  the 
Comissioners  selected  thirtecne  of  the  most  able  and  best 
experienced  men  out  of  every  of  the  sayd  returnes,  viz. 
seaventy-eight  in  the  whole  number;  did  give  them  in 
charge  personally  to  take  vie  we,  dilligently  to  enquire 
and  truely  to  present  upon  theire  oathes  all  the  defaults 
of  all  the  said  rivers  and  sewers,  and  all  the  branches  and 
outfalls  of  every  of  them.  And  after  such  veiwe  and  en- 
quiry, the  said  jurors  did  upon  theire  said  oathes,  with  a 
wonderFull  and  strange  agreement  and  consent,  give  upp 
theyre  verdict,  the  sixteenth  of  September  last;  where- 
upon and  upon  theire  owne  certeyne  knowledge,  after 
sundry  meetiugs,  and  often  and  serious  consultac'ons 
thereabout,  the  sayd  Comissioners  have  finally,  for  the 
satisfacc'on  of  his  Majestye's  expectac'on,  the  perform- 
ance of  the  dyrecc'ons  from  that  honourable  board,  the 
advancement  of  justice,  and  the  publique  (benefit  of  the 
comonwealth,  concluded,  enacted,  ordered,  and  for  lawes 
of  sewers  sett  downe,  decreed,  and  established  as  fol- 
Wisbeach  loweth,  viz»  First,  that  the  great  river  of  Wisbeach  from 
sirtot^"  the  Sea  unto  Wisbeach  Bridge,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Bridge,  thence  Mouth,  and  SO  oti  to  Guyhurne  Crosse,  shall  be  dyked, 
cleansed,  formed,  scowrered,  and  perfected,  to  the  an- 
cient breadth  and  to  the  old  bottome,  by  those  who  of 
WUbechhuD-    right  ought  to  doe  the  same,  m.  from  the  Sea  unto  Wis. 

South totiie      beach  Bridge  and  soe  to  the  Mouth,  by  the  hundred  of 
Mouth, 
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Wisbeach;  and  from  the  Moath  to  the  Guyhurne  Crosse^  Lord  Bishop  of 
by   the  Lord   Bishopp  of  Ely,  his  farmers^  or  tenants.  MourhtoGur- 
And  that  the  sayd  workes  shall  bee  done,  finished,  and  ^">- 
perfected,  before  the  twentyeth  day  of  June  next  coming, 
upon  paine  of  three  shillings  fourepence  to  bee  forfeited 
to  his  Majesty  for  every  rood  or  perch  nott  sufficiently 
perfected  by  the  day  aforcsayd.    And  that  the  branch  of  Moreton** 
the  river  of  Neane,  called  the  New  Leaiue,  al's  More-        ""* 
ton's  Leame,  shall  be  likewise  dyked,  cleansed,  formed, 
and  scoured,  to  the  antient  breadth  and  old  bottome,  by  Gayhirnto 
those  who  of  right  ought  to  doe  the  same,  viz.  from  Guy-  Jj^^j^^' 
bume  Crosse  to  Medfrukoe,  by  the  hundred  of  Wisbeach,  wubcach, 

#.        1     .  .       I       ri*    1    T^  IP  I  tbcncetoMus- 

for  their  comon  in  the  High  Fenn;  and  from  thence  to  dyke,byiDha- 
Musdyke,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Whittlesey ;  and  from  \JnbStlc8ey. 
the  Musdyke  unto  Standground  Staff,  by  the  heirs  or  Mnsdyketo 
assigns  of  Sir  Anthony  Mildmay,  their  farmers  or  ten-  staff!by*Aa- 
nants«  before  the  twentyeth  day  of  July  next  comeing,  t*»onyMUd- 
under  payne  of  three  shillings  foure  pence  for  every  rood 
where  shall  bee  any  default;  and  that  all  gravells,  dames, 
driftways,  passages,  wares,  slamps,  slackes,  cradgings, 
bowses,  milles,  incroachments,  and  other  letts  and  impe- 
diments hindring  the  fall  of  the  waters,  being  within  the 
lymitts  aforesaid,  viz.  betweene  Standground  Staffe  and 
the  Sea,  shall  bee  amoved,  avoyded,  and  utterly  taken 
away,  before  the  said  twentyeth  day  of  July  next  come- 
ing, by  such  persons  as  of  right  ought  to  doe  the  same, 
upon  paine  of  five  poundes  for  every  default.     And  that  Old  Eau. 
the  Old  £a  being  another  branch  of  the  river  of  Neene, 
from  Clayiake  unto  Middlehome  hard  att  Bulldyke  End  old  Eau  from 
neere  Peterborough,  shall  be  roaded  and  cleansed  to  the  Mw'dhJhome 

old  bottome   and  antient  breadth,  and  all  dames  and  ^»fd  at  Bull- 
dyke,  by  D. 
Other  stopps  therein,  shall  be  avoyded  and  utterly  taken  and  c.  of 

away  by  the  Deane  and  Chapter  of  Peterborough,  or    ®  **    "^  ^  • 

theyre    tennants.     And    from    Clay    Lake    to   Thorney  clay  Lake  to 

Crosse,  the  sayd  sewer  shall  be  likewise  roaded, cleansed,  J^rdof  111^**' 

and  bottomed,  by  the  lord  of  the  Cokenary  of  Whittle-  ^^^^^^^ 


kasi  side  b^ 

Lonl  RtisselL 

West  by  llie 
nishop  of 
Pclerbo  rough. 

To  FoothwU* 
low>  find  from 
thence  to 
Henry  Dike 
nncl  to  Perkitiii 
Cute  p  by  Lord 
Russ^IL 


Thorncy 
Wutcr,  from 
Thnrupy  Cross 
loWricie  Ware, 
hy  Lord  Rus- 
aelL 


From  Wrvilf 
Ware  to  High 
Funn  Dike^  by 
lUe  Comoion- 
crs  in  Wis- 
|j«flch  High 
Fen. 

fli^'h  Fenn 
Dike  anil 
South  Kan, 


From  Guy- 
hurne  Cross  to 
Clows  Cross, 
by  Wisbech, 
li  Winston, 
Newton^  and 
Tyiid  St.  Giles, 

ClovTR  Cross  to 
Hallgites,  by 

Subon  cnm 
Membrlf)  aad 


vv  thereof.  And  ttiat  tiae  sewer 
called  Cats  water,  from  Tliorney  Crosse  to  Fynselt  Crosse, 
sliall  bee  likewise  diked,  scoured,  and  cleansed,  to  ihe 
ancient  breadth  and  depth,  by  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lord  Russell,  or  his  lennants  or  Farmers  for  the  lord- 
shipp  of  Thorney,  on  tlie  East  side ;  and  on  the  West 
side,  by  the  Lord  Bishopp  of  Peterborough,  or  his 
farmers.  And  that  ihe  said  sewer,  called  Catts water, 
unto  Fooch willow,  and  from  thence  to  Henry  Dike^  and 
tVoni  Henry  Dike  to  Perkins  Coale,  shall  be  likewise 
roaded,  haffed,  and  cleansed,  by  the  said  Lord  Russell, 
or  his  tenfianis,  before  the  twentyeth  of  August  next 
coineing.  And  that  Thorney  Water,  from  Thorney 
Crosse  to  Blacksdyke,  and  soe  forth  unto  Thorney  Gate, 
and  from  thence  lo  Bawteshead  and  soe  to  Wryde  Ware, 
shall  bee  roaded,  haffed,  cleansed,  and  scowcred  suffi- 
ciently, to  the  antient  breadth  and  to  the  old  bottome, 
by  the  said  Lord  Russell,  his  ten n ants,  or  farmers  ;  and 
that  from  Wryde  Ware  downe  Wryde  Lake  unto  High 
Fenn  Dyke,  the  said  sewer  shall  bee  likewise  haffed, 
roaded,  cleansed,  and  dyked,  by  the  com  oners  in  Wis- 
bech High  Fen,  to  the  antient  breadth  and  to  the  old 
bottome,  before  the  said  twentyeth  of  August,  upon  the 
paynes  before  specifyed.  And  it  is  further  ordayned, 
enacted,  and  established  and  decreed,  that  the  river 
called  High  Fenn  Dike  and  South  Ea,  being  also  a 
branch  of  the  river  of  Neene,  shall  be  well  and  sufficiently 
dyked,  haffed,  cleansed,  roaded,  scowered,  enlarged, 
wydened,  and  perfected,  by  such  as  of  right  ought  to 
doe  the  same,  lo  the  ancient  breadth  and  depth,  from 
Guyhurne  Crosse  unto  Clowes  Crosse,  viz.  to  the  breadth 
of  forty  foot  and  six  foot  in  depth,  by  the  townes  of 
Wisbeecb,  Lewington,  Newtoo,  and  Tydd  St*  Gyles,  as 
heretofore  hath  been  accustouied ;  and  from  Clows 
Crosse  to  Halgates,  by  the  inhabitants  and  landholders 
of  Subon  cum   Membris  and  Tydd  St,  Marye's,  theyre 


APPENDIX*  47 

tennants  and  farmers,  oq  the  North  part ;  and  the  Lord  Tiaa  St. 
ofTykenholt,onthe  South  part,  theire  farmers  or  ten-  SpanV*'^ 
nants,  before  the  twentieth  day  of  August  next  come-  ^^l^!*®  ^^ 
ing^  upon  paine  of  three  shillings  and  fourer  pence,  for  on  the  south/ 
every  rood  not  being  sufficiently  done  and  perfected  by 
the  day  aforesaid ;  and  from  Hallegates  to  Goldyke,  by  Haiicgates  ta 
the  inhabitants  and  landholders  of  Gedney  and  Subon  Gedneyand 
cam  Membris,  soe  far  as  theire  limitts  extend  on  the  M^^brb^on 
North  part;  and  by  the  inhabitants  and  landholders  of  the  north;  and 

r*    .  **,.!.  ^     n  by  Subon  cum 

Subon    cum    Membris,   theire    tennants    and    farmers,  Membris, 
wholly  on  the  South  part,  by  the  day  aforesayd^  and  ^^^  * 
upon  the  paine  aforesayd ;  and  from  Goldyke  to  Dawes-  Goidyke  to 
dale,  on  the  North  syde,  by  the  inhabitants,  landholders,  Whapiode' 
fietfmers,  and  land  occupyers,  of  the  townes  of  Whap-  piiett,  and 
lode,  Holbeach,   Fliett,  and  Gedney,  every  townshipp  G«dncy. 
soe  farr  as  their  particuler  lymitts  doe  extend ;  and  on 
the  South  syde,  by  the  lord  and  owners  of  Thomey, 
theire  tennants  and  landowners,  by  the  day  aforesaid, 
and  upon  the  paine  aforesaid ;  and  from  Dowesdale  to  Dowesdaie  to 
Norman's   Land,   on  the  North  syde,   att  the   Princes  Land,  on  the 
charge,  his  tennants  or  landholders  of  Crowland ;  and  on  Jig'prin^e^*^ 
the  South  side,  by  the  Lord  of  Thorney,  or  his  tennants  charge ; 

'      "^  -^  South  side,  by 

or  landholders,  by  the  day  aforesaid,  and  upon  the  paine  the  Lord  of 
aforesaid.     And  itt  is  further   ordayned,  enacted,   and      °™®y- 
decreed,  that  the  river  of  Welland  from  his  outfall  into  Welland  River. 
the  Sea   upwards   unto  Crowland,  and  from  thence  to 
Stamford  Bridge,  shall  bee  well  and  sufficiently  dyked, 
haffed,  cleansed,  scoured,  and  perfected,  to  the  antient 
breadth  and  to  the  old  bottome,  by  such  as  by  eight 
ought  to  doe  the  same,  according  to  the  former  lawes 
and  decrees  to  that  end  made  and  provided,  before  the 
twentyeth  day  of  June  next  eomeing,  upon   paine  of 
three  shillings  foure  pence,  for  every  rood  nott  being  so 
perfected  at  the  day  aforesaid.     And  that  all  damms, 
wares,  slam  pes,  slakes,  cradgings,  skelmes,  houses,  in- 
croachments,  and  other  letts  and  impediments  to  the  fall 
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Do^vesdiile  to 
Cmwlntid.  at 
tlijc  rhiirgc  of 
the  Priucc, 


Cri>wland  to 
tbe  same. 


60  roods  by 
Robert  Cbitp- 


2j  roodii  by 
William  Ab- 
bott. 

21  ro<5ds  by 
Widow  Oil* 
nnt. 

2§  rnodB  by 
Stephen  Sow- 
eroft. 


5  rocnis  by 
i?ymoa  Morky. 

4  roods  by 
TbotDiu}  Dhon, 

Oux£  and 
GrnnU 


Old  Eftu* 


of  ihe  waters  being  in  any  part  of  the  isaytl  river  between 
Stainfard  Biidgc  and  the  ontfull  tbereof,  shrill  be  re- 
moved, avoydcdp  and  ulterly  Uiktm  away,  and  all  gravells 
reformed  and  made  with  llie  upper  pnrt  ihereof  levell  lo 
the  old  botlonx^  nf  the  rest  of  the  sewer  vvhere  they  lye, 
before  the  tweotyelh  of  June  aforesaidj  by  such  persons 
as  ought  to  doe  the  same.  And  that  all  the  outring 
bankes  from  Dowesdale  to  Crowland,  conteyning  by 
eBlimac'on  lower  miles,  shall  be  amended  and  repaired  in 
height h  at  the  charge  of  the  Prince,  or  his  tcnnants  and 
landholders,  of  Crowland;  and  that  the  bnnk  from  Crow- 
land  to  Clout  house,  conteyning  by  estimac*on  three 
milesi  shall  be  also  repaired  and  heigblened  at  tbe  said 
Princess  charge,  his  tennants  or  landholders;  and  that 
threescore  roodes  of  tbe  said  banke  shall  bee  repaired  iti 
like  manner  by  Robert  Chapman,  clerke,  or  his  assignes; 
and  that  two  roodea  and  a  halfe  of  the  said  banke  shall 
bee  likewise  repaired  by  VViiliam  Abbott,  or  his  assigoes  im^ 
and  that  t*vo  roodes  and  a  halfe  there  shall  be  likewise 
repaired  by  Widdovv  Dtirant,  or  her  assignes ;  and  that 
two  roodea  and  a  halfe  of  the  said  banke  ^hall  bee  like- 
wise repaired  by  Stephen  Sowcroft,  or  bis  assignes  | 
and  two  roods  and  a  hall'e  shall  bee  likewise  repaired  by 
Hugh  VVych,  or  his  assigns ;  and  that  five  roods  of  the 
.said  hanke  shall  he  likewise  repaired  by  one  Syiiion 
Morley,  or  hh  assigns;  and  that  foure  roods  there  shall 
be  likewise   repaired  by  Thomas  Dixon,  or  his  assignes,  h 

before  the  Lwentyeih  day  of  October  next.    And  whereat  B 
*  I 

the  two  great  rivers  of  Ouze  and   Grant   heing  vented 

oeerc   Harry meere  Lee,  often    tymes   power  downe  such 

abundance  of  waters,  that  the  channel  1  from   and  uuder 

the  said  viuon,  hath  never  been  sufficient  tu  «!onleyue 

or  convey  the  same,  but  hath  therefore   been  (though  fl 

weakly)  supplied  on  the  East  and  upper  part  thereof,  by 

a  sewer  called  the  Old  £a,  beginning  att  the  said  cban^ 

nell  ueere  Harry  meer  aforesaid,  and  falling  by  Cowlode^ 
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and  8oe  by  Sluntney  High  Bridge  and  the  Sellowes  into 
the  said  channel]  of  Ouze  againe ;  and  on  the  West  and  Padnaii  LAke. 
lower  part  thereof  by  another  sewer,  called    Padnall 
Lake,  extending  from  the  said  maine  channell  of  Ouze 
unto  Clay  Way,  and  soe  falling  by  the%Delph  into  the 
said  channell  againe  att  Littleport  Chayre ;  which  said 
supplying  sewers  being  very  crooked  and  narrow,  and  in 
many  places  allmost  utterly  growne  upp,  and  soe  being  be- 
come insufficient  and  unprofitable,  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers,  upon  sundry  verdicts  and  presentments  made  by 
the  inhabitants  in  those  parts,  and  likewise  upon  certeyne 
views  personally  by  themselves  made,  did,  for  the  sup- 
plying of  the  said  defects  of  the  said  channell  of  the  said 
river  of  Ouze,  make  Iwo  lawes  of  sewers,  the  one  dated 
the  nynth  day  of  June,  Anno  Dom.  l609,  and  the  other 
in  the  eighth  day  of  August  in  the  said  yeare,  thereby 
intending  to  provide  more  sufficiently  for  the  supplying 
of  the  said  defects  of  the  said  channell  of  the  said  river 
of  Ouze,  by  making  two  sewers  in  or  neere  the  places  of 
the  said  old  sewers,  catt  much  more  large  and  lyne 
streight  than  the  former;   and   by    virtue    of  the  said 
lawes,  did  begin  the  sayd  workes,  and  proceeded  to  per- 
fect neere  about  eight  hundred  perches  thereof,  even  un- 
till  the  sayd  workes  were  disturbed  and  hindred  by  a  few 
quarellous,  and  contentious  and  refractory  persons,  mak- 
ing question  of  the  power  of  the  said  Commissioners  in  this 
behalfe,    and   bringing   severall    acc'ons   against   theire 
officers  and  ministers  for  the  taxes  assessed  for  the  said 
workes.     Now,  therefore,  the  said  intended  sewers  being 
again  approved  and  allowed  by  such  and  soe  great  a 
namber  of  jurors  as  have  now  also  with  great  earnest- 
nesse  entreated  the  proceedings  therein,  as  by  theire  ver- 
dict appeareth,  Itt  is  ordeyned,  decreed,  and  for  a  law 
sett  downe,  that  the  aforesaid  law  of  sewers  dated  the 
eighth  day  of  August,  Anno  Dom.   J  609,  and  in  the 
•eaventh  year  of  his  Majestye's  reigne,  and  all  and  sin- 
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River  OuiCt 
HatT>'m«r  to 
Oyer  Cote. 


gularilie  braiiclies^  articles^  pr(»visoes  and  clauses  iberein 
coQleyned  atid  speciBcd,  sball  be  and  remain  from  hence- 
forth revived,  ratified,  established,  slrenglhened  and  coo^ 
iirnjed  to  alt  inlenls  and  purposes,  according  to  the  true  M 
meaiiitig  and  intent  thereof,   in  as  ample  manner  and  ■ 
form  as  if  tbe  said  law  were  or  bad  been  particularly  and 
word  for  word  meationed  in  tbese  presents;  and  that  tbe^J 
said  workes  shall  be  begun  againe  and  proceeded  unta 
the    perfecting  thereof,    with    as   much    speed    as    con- 
veniently may   bee.     Provided  all  way  es,  that  tbe  said 
Commissiooers   of  Sewersi  being  and  remaining  in   the* 
countyes  of  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  and  in  tbe  said 
isle  of  Ely,  or  any  six  of  them,  may  and  shall  from  tyme 
to  tyme,  as  occasioo  shall  require,  nominate  and  appoyuiri 
officers  for  the  sayd  wor kes^  and  stipends,  fees,  wages,  re- 
wards, and  salaryes  fur  tbetre  paynes  in  thai  bt^halfe,  by 
theire  wisdomes  and  discresions,  any  thing  in  the  said 
lawe  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.    And  that  all  such 
oflScers  and  other  p'sons  to  bee  im ployed  by  virtue  of 
the  said  law  respectively,  shall  lay  forth  the  said  worke^^  _ 
provide   necessary es  for  ihe  same,  pay  labourers^   di;»--f 
charge  all  debts  and  dutyes  concerning  the  same,  make 
ibeire  accompts,  and  doe  all  other  acts  according  ta 
they  re  sevcrali  plans,  as  if  they  were  or  had  been  epe- 
c tally  named  in  the  said  law  att  ihe  making  thereof,  and.  1 
that  every  of  them  offend ing  against  any  clause  thereof, 
shall    forfeite    and    incnrr   the   penalty    for  every   sncb  j| 
offence,  in  like  manner  respectively.     And   itt  is   alsal 
ordayoedy  enacted,  decreed,   and   establis^hed,   that   the 
river  of  Ouze  aforesaid,  from  Harrymeer  upwards  unto 
Over  Cote,  shall  be  well  and  snfBciently  dyked,  haffed«i  ■ 
cleansed,  scowered,  and  perfected,  to  the  ancient  bread th^f 
and  to  the  old  bottome,  by  such  as  of  right  ought  to  doe 
the  same,  before  the  fburteenlh  day  of  July  uexU    And 
that   all    wares,    damms,  driftways,    passages,    gravel' 
£lamps^  slakes,  cradgings,  hilU,  bouses,  encroachments 
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and  all  other  letts  and  impediments  hindring  the  fall  of 
the  waters  within  all  the  aforesaid  limitts  of  Ouze,  shall 
bee  removed,  avoyded,  and  utterly  taken  away,  accord- 
ing to  former  lawes  and  decrees  to  that  end  made  and 
provided.  And  itt  is  ordayned,  decreed,  provided,  and 
for  a  law  sett  downe  and  established,  that  the  great  and  We^t  Water. 
maine  arme  of  the  said  river  of  Oaze,  called  the  West 
Water,  descending  from  the  said  river  by  Crith  Bridge, 
and  so  falling  on  the  West  part  of  the  isle  of  Ely,  shall 
bee  digged,  formed,  haffed,  cleansed  and  scowered,  from 
Erith  Bridge  an  to  Beuwicke,  where  itt  meeteth  and 
joyneth  with  the  river  of  Neene,  unto  the  ancient  breadth 
and  to  the  old  bottome,  by  such  as  of  right  ought  to  doe 
the  same.  And  that  one  branch  of  the  said  mayne  arme,  Sattoa  Lode. 
called  Sutton  Lode,  from  the  said  Westwater  unto  the 
outfall  thereof  into  Wellney  Water,  shall  be  dyked^ 
halfed,  scowered,  cleansed,  enlarged,  and  all  gravells, 
driftwayes,  wares,  slamps,  slakes^  cradgings,  incroach- 
ments,  and  other  letts,  stayes^  impediments  and  annoy- 
ances in  the  same,  shall  be  removed,  avoided^  and  utterly 
taken  away,  according  to  the  law  of  sewers  to  that  end 
made  and  enacted,  the  three  and  twentyeth  day  of  Au- 
gust, Anno  Dom.  l609,  before  the  last  day  of  June  next 
comeing.  Provided  alwayes,  that  all  those  who  ought 
to  performe  the  said  workes  doe  accomplish  the  same  ac- 
cordingly, from  the  said  outfall  att  Wellney  Water  up- 
wards unto  the  said  West  Water.  And  that  Ouze  Dytch  ouze  Ditch, 
being  one  other  branch  of  the  said  West  Water,  falling 
out  of  the  same  betweene  Holwood  and  Old  Halfe,  and 
soe  to  Sutton  Weales,  shall  be  likewise  dyked,  haffed, 
s^Dwered,  cleansed  and  perfected,  by  such  as  of  right 
ought  to  doe  the  same,  before  the  last  day  of  June  next, 
upon  paine  of  three  shillings  foure  pence,  for  every  rood 
defective.  And  that  Chatterice  New  Leame,  falling  Chatteris  New 
alsoe  forth  of  the  said  West,  beneath  Chatteris  Ferry  to  ^*™' 
Keyes  Corner,  and  soe  to  Chatteris  Towne,  and  from 
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thence  to  Dudtlingloti  Parke,  and  from  theticc  to  Wiiii- 
blmgtori  Hookc  and  to  March  Stream e,  and  tVoiii  i hence 
to  El  me  Leam  unto  Eloie  Towne,  and  soe  into  Wisbeech 
great  river*  shall  be  well  and  sufficiently  dyked,  hafled, 
cleansed,  formedj  scovvred  and  perfected,  to  the  antient 
breadth  and  to  tire  old  bottome*  by  such  as  of  right 
ought  to  do  the  same,  before  the  last  day  of  June  next 
coming,  upon  paine  of  three  shillings  fonre  pence  for 
every  rood  v^hicti  shall  be  defective.  And  that  all  dams, 
driftwayes,  wares,  sUimps,  slakts,  cradgings,  houses, 
mills,  and  such  gravells  as  doe  lye  higher  or  above  the 
levcll  of  the  soyle  or  old  bottome  of  the  sayd  sewers,  and 
all  other  incroachmeatSj  letts  and  impediments  in  the 
said  sewers^  shall  be  removed,  amended,  repaired,  or 
utterly  taken  away,  before  the  twentyelbday  of  July  next. 
Provided  alwayes,  that  the  said  workcs  shall  be  begun  atl 
the  neylher  end  of  the  sayd  sewers,  and  proceed  up- 
wards. And  alsOj  il  is  ordeyned,  enacted,  and  decreed* 
that  Ea  Brinke,  in  Ehne^  from  Fryday  Bridge  unio  th^' 
Towne  Dam  there,  shall  bee  ripaired  and  aaietided  in 
heyghth  and  breadth,  in  such  wise  that  itt  be  as  high 
and  fenceable  as  the  other  bankes  adjoying,  by  the  land- 
holders of  Red  more  who  are  adjoysted  in  the  same, 
before  the  last  day  of  June  next  comeing*  upon  paine 
of  three  sliilliogs  fourepeace  for  every  rood  which  shall 
be  then  defective.  And  that  Mayd  Load  and  Sbipp 
Loade^  extending  from  VVellney  Water  unto  the  maine 
river  of  Ooze  and  London  Lode,  lying  on  the  other  side' 
of  the  Londoners  Groundes,  and  falling  from  the  said 
water  of  Wellney  unto  Wall  Creeke,  and  soe  by  North 
Del  pile  unto  Salteires  Lode,  shall  likewise  bee  dykedi 
cleansed,  formed,  hafied,  scowered  and  perfected,  from 
syde  to  syde  unto  the  old  bottome,  by  such  as  of  right 
ought  to  doe  the  same,  before  the  last  day  of  June  next 
comeing,  upon  paine  of  five  shillings  for  every  rood 
which  shall  be  defective  after  the  said  day.     And  tliai, 
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Darcy  Ea,  extending  iUelf  from  Wellney  River  towards 
Stoney  Ditch,  belonging  to  the  Mannor  of  Doddington, 
and  the  said  sewer  extending  thence  to  Maney  Ea  and 
8oe  to  Cox  Load,  and  soe  to  Dallingsditcb,  and  from 
thence  to  Doddington  Bame,  shall  be  dyiced^  formed, 
haffedy  scowered  and  cleansed,  from  syde  to  syde  unto 
the  old  bottome,  by  sach  as  of  right  ought  to  do  the 
same,  before  the  last  day  of  June  next  comeing,  upon 
paine  of  three  shillings  fourpence  for  every  rood  defec- 
tive. And  that  all  other  com*on  dreynes,  loades,  and 
sewers  within  the  tract  of  the  said  river  of  Ouze,  shall 
be  opened,  scoured  and  cleansed,  to  the  antient  breadth 
and  to  the  old  bottome,  by  such  as  of  right  ought  to  do 
the  same,  before  the  ende  of  August  next.  And  for  the 
preservac'on,  contynuance,  and  maintenance  of  the  said 
rivers,  sewers,  loades,  lakes,  trenches,  and  other  the  pre- 
misses. It  is  ordered,  enacted,  and  decreed,  that  the  said  RWcn  Neene 
rivers  of  Nene  and  Welland,  and  all  the  branches  of 
them  and  of  every  of  them  to  their  outfalls,  shall  be 
well  and  sufficiently  roaded,  rooked,  hooked,  haifed, 
scowered  and  cleansed,  from  side  to  side  and  to  the  old 
bottome  thrice  every  yeare,  viz,  in  the  monthes  of  May, 
June,  and  July,  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  thereof  re- 
spectively. And  also,  that  noe  person  or  persons  shall 
from  thenceforth  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  any  dames, 
wayes,  gravells,  wares,  slamps,  slakes,  flakes,  herdells, 
cradgings,  incroachments,  or  other  annoyances  or  impedi- 
ments, in  or  over  any  of  the  said  rivers,  sewers,  and 
draines,  lakes,  or  other  the  premisses,  or  any  part  of 
them,  upon  paine  of  forfeiture  of  five  poundes  for  every 
sach  offence,  to  be  leavyed  to  his  Majestye's  use  upon 
every  such  offender,  unless  such  dams  be  made  only  for 
the  cleansing  of  such  dreynes  and  sewers,  and  soe  that 
yihe  same  be  taken  away  within  one  day  after  such  worke 
shall  cease  or  be  lefi  off.  Provided  alwaies,  that  itt  shall 
and  may  bee  lawfull  to  make  or  suffer  any  gravell  way 
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ID  any  of  the  said  walers,  soe  that  the  upper  part  of  ite 
same  gravell  bee  laid  levtll  with  ihe  old  bottome  of  the 
said  water  wbf^re  the  same  gravell  shall  be  or  remaiDe 
lower  then  the  same.  And  whereas  ilt  is  lo  be  feared 
that  whilst  the  said  rivers  of  Neene  and  Welland  with 
the  ire  branches  are  in  djkeing  and  amend  iog.  that  the 
waters  of  the  said  river  will  much  prejudice  the  adjacent 
couolryes  by  dames  and  stopps  therein  of  necessity  to 
be  made  for  that  tyme,  unlesse  good  provission  be  made 
for  carry  age  of  those  waters  unto  the  Sea  whilst  the  said 
workes  are  in  doeing.  The  considerac'on  whereof, 
especially  moveing  the  lords  of  his  Majestye's  privy 
Cbwca  CroMo  cooncell,  by  theire  order  to  appoint  that  Clow^es  Crosse 
Dreyne  should  runn  for  that  purpose  until  South  £a 
were  dyked,  and  for  as  much  as  the  Fenn  Clow  of  the 
said  drayne  and  the  bankes  thereunto  belong ing,  have 
been  lately  presented  to  bee  decayed  and  defective,  so  aa 
for  the  safeguard  of  the  country  lying  under  the  same^ 
the  said  clow  was  and  yctt  is  daa^ed  upp.  Itt  is  now 
enacted,  ordered  and  decreed,  that  Mr.  John  Browne* 
Mr.  Everard  Buck  worth,  Mr-  Richard  Colevill,  Mr- 
John  Finch  am,  Mr.  Thomas  Wellby,  Mr.  Be  vile  Wim- 
berley,  Mr.  Robert  Buttler^  Mr.  Peter  Edwards,  Mr. 
Euseby  Catesbjj  Mr.  Thomas  GlapthoroCj  Mr.  Richard 
Stacy,  or  as  many  of  them  as  can  meet  at  the  Shiregoate 
upon  the  six  and  twentyeth  day  of  March  next,  shall 
personally  lake  a  view  of  the  said  decay es  and  defects, 
and  thereupon  relate  to  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  att 
the  next  session  of  sewers  now  appoyntcd  to  bee  bolden 
att  the  Angell  in  Stilton,  upon  the  last  day  of  March 
next,  what  in  theire  best  cstimac'on  will  bee  the  charge 
of  repairing  the  said  clowe  and  banke,  to  the  end  the 
Commissioners  then  assembled  may  forthw^ith  give  order 
for  the  rateing,  taxing  and  leavying  of  moneyes  for  the -V 
repairing  and  amending  of  the  same,  which  being  per- 
fected, itt  is  now  also  ordered,  that  the  said  dreyne  shall 
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bee  opened  to  runn  within  baukes  according  to  former 
laweSy  and  allso  that  the  said  veiwers  shall  then  consider 
of  Ac  conveying  of  the  waters  of  Clowscrosie  unto 
King's  Creeke  according  as  heretofore  itt  hath  been  pro- 
jected^  and  tfaeteapon  make  report  of  theire  opinions  att 
Ae  said  sessiion.     Itt  is  alsoe  enacted,  ordered  and  de-  Bank  at  South 
creed,  that  the  banke  at  Sodth  Land  End,  presented  to  tbecommo? 
bee  ctttt  by  the  infaabitantd  of  Crowland,  to  lett  the  ^"' 
waters  of  VVelland  man  into  Borrough  Great  Fenn,  al's 
Eye  Fenn,  to  the  great  hinderance  of  the  comoners  there, 
and  prejadice  of  the  outfall  att  Spalding,  by  diverting 
the  water  of  the  said  river  forth  of  his  annclenl  course, 
shall  bee  well  and  suflficiently  repaired  and  tnade  by  the 
comoners  in  the  said  fenn,  before  the  five  and  twentyeth 
day  of  March  next  comeing,  upon  paihe  of  twenty  shil- 
Jltigs  to  bee  forfeited  for  every  rood  thereof  nott  suffi- 
eienily  then  done.    And  that  if  the  said  comooers  neg- 
lect or  faile  in  repairing  thereof  untill  the  said  day  pass- 
ed. That  then   Mr.  William  Hacks  and  Mr.  Eusaby 
Catesby  shall  be  surveyors,  and  shall  performe  the  said 
worke,   and  take  or  leavy  by   distresse  theire  charges 
expended  therein,  after  the  rate  of  six  pence  for  every 
fower  pence  soe  by  him  or  them  laid  forth  in  the  pre- 
mises.    And  if  the  said  surveyors  neglect  or  fayle  to  see 
Ihe  sayd  worke  performed  according  to  this  decree,  that 
then  each  of  them  shall  forfeite  twenty  ponndes  to  his 
If  ajestye*s  use,  to  be  levyed  of  their  goods  and  chattells 
by  distress  or  otherwise.     And  itt  is  further   enacted, 
ordered  and  decreed,  That  if  any  person,  body  pollitiq 
or  corporate,  shall  faile  or  make  default  in  any  workes 
whatsoever  menc'oned  in  this  law,  soe  that  the  same  bee 
trot  done  and  perfected  sufficiently  by  the  dayes  lymitted 
hereby  for  the   performance   thereof,  that  then  and  in 
tftrj  such  case,  the  surveyors  hereafter  menc'oned  and 
appoynted,  or  any  one  of  them  respectively,  shall  doe 
tnd  perfordae  every  such  worke  wherein  shall  bee  any 
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default  after  the  dayes  aforesaid^  before  the  last  day  of 
November  then  next  ensuing^  upoD  paioe  of  one  hundred 
poundes  to  bee  forfeited  to  his  Majestye's  use^  by  every 
of  them  for  every  such  default,  and  that  they  and  every 
of  them,  within  his  or  their  several  lymitts,  having  per- 
formed any  of  the  said  workes,  or  any  part  of  any  of 
them^  shall  bee  allowed  and  authorized  by  these  presents 
to  leavy  upon  the  landes^  tenements^  goods  or  chattellt 
of  every  such  delinquent,  all  such  sumes  of  money  as 
they  or  any  of  them  shall  have  disbursed  in  and  upon  the 
premises,  after  the  rate  of  six  pence  for  every  foure  pence 
thereupon  by  them  or  any  of  them  soe  expended*    And 
itt  is  enacted,  ordered  and  decreed^  That  Eusaby  Catesby 
and  Thomas  Glapthorne,  gentlemen,  shall  bee  surveyors 
of  the  said  workes  in  Wisbeech  River  from  the  Sea  unto 
Midd  Fenn  Tree ;  and  from  Midd  Fenn  Tree  unto  Mus- 
dyke,  Sir  Francis   Faune   and   Sir   Humphrey   Ormes 
shall  bee  surveyors ;  from  Musdyke  to  Stanground  Stafie, 
Sir  Robert  Bevile  and  Sir  William   Fitzwilliams  shall 
bee  surveyors;  and  that  from  Guyhurne  Crosse  to  Crow« 
land  Bridge,  Matthew  Robinson  and  Nicholas  Evington 
shall  bee  surveyors;  and  that  from  High  Fenn   Dyke 
unto  Wride  Weare,  Sir  Robert  Bevill  and  Mr.  William 
Hackes   shall  bee    surveyors;    and    that    from    Wride 
Weare  unto  Thorney  Goate,  and  from  thence  by  Blacke 
Stile  unto  Thorney  Crosse,  Sir  Humphrey  Ormes  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Hacke  shall  bee  surveyors;   and  that  from 
Newmans  Land  unto  Thorney  Crosse,  and  from  thence 
unto  Bull  Dyke,  Mr.  Robert  Browne  and  Mr.  Francis 
Quarles  shall  bee  surveyors;   and  that  in  the  river  of 
Welland  from  the  Sea  unto  Spaulding,  and  soe  to  Crow- 
land,  Sir  William  Welby  and  Mr,  Thomas  Middlecourt 
shall  bee  surveyors ;  and  that  from  Crowland  to  W aid- 
ram   Hall,   and   soe   to   Stamford    Bridge,   Sir  Francis 
Faune  and  Sir  Robert  Beville  shall  bee  surveyors ;  and 
that  for  the  West  Waters  and  their  branches,  surveyors 
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are  appointed  as  followeth,  viz.  from  the  outfall  of  Sut- 
ton Load  att  Welloey  Water^  unto  the  head  thereof  att 
the  West  Water,  Mr.  Henry  Cromwell  and  Mr.  Peter 
Franckland  shall  bee  surveyors;  and  that  from  Wis- 
beech  Great  River  unto  Elme^  and  soe  to  March 
Streame,  and  soe  by  Wimblington  Hooke  to  Dodding- 
ton  Parke,  and  soe  to  Chatteris,  and  soe  the-  West- 
water,  Mn  William  Wendy,  Mr.  John  Pope,  Leg"  Do^ 
and  Mr.  Humphrey  Beale,  shall  bee  surveyors ;  and  that 
for  the  maine  river  of  the  West  Water  from  Beuwick  to 
Erith  Bridge,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  John  Cutts,  Sir  Phi- 
lipp  Cramwell,  Sir  Edward  Hind,  Mr.  Henry  Crumwell, 
Mr.  Robert  Audley,  and  Mr.  Humphrey  Gardiner,  shall 
bee  surveyors. 

Nicb.  Massye,  Phillipp  Crumwell,  Miles  Sandys, 
Robert  Bevile,  William  Wendy,  Miles  Sandys,  P. 
Frankland,  Ro.  Hu.  Gardiner,  Thomas  Glapthorne. 
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default  after  the  dayes  aforesaid,  before  the  last  day  of 
November  then  next  ensuing^  upon  paine  of  one  hundjred 
poandes  to  bee  forfeited  to  his  Majestye's  use^  by  every 
of  them  for  every  such  default,  and  that  they  and  evory 
of  them,  within  his  or  their  several  lymitts^  having  per- 
formed any  of  the  said  workes,  or  any  part  of  any  of 
them,  shall  bee  allowed  and  authorized  by  these  presents 
to  leavy  upon  the  landes^  tenements,  goods  or  chattelli 
of  every  such  delinquent,  all  such  sumes  of  money  as 
they  or  any  of  them  shall  have  disbursed  in  and  upon  the 
premises,  after  the  rate  of  six  pence  for  every  foure  pence 
thereupon  by  them  or  any  of  them  soe  expended*    And 
itt  is  enacted,  ordered  and  decreed^  That  Eusaby  Catesby 
and  Thomas  Glaptborne,  gentlemen,  shall  bee  surveyors 
of  the  said  workes  in  Wisbeech  River  from  the  Sea  unto 
Midd  Fenn  Tree ;  and  from  Midd  Fenn  Tree  unto  Mus* 
dyke,  Sir  Francis   Faune   and   Sir   Humphrey   Ormes 
shall  bee  surveyors ;  from  Musdyke  to  Stanground  Staffe, 
Sir  Robert  Bevile  and  Sir  William   Fitzwilliams  shall 
bee  surveyors;  and  that  from  Guyhurne  Crosse  to  Crow- 
land  Bridge,  Matthew  Robinson  and  Nicholas  Evington 
shall  bee  surveyors ;  and  that  from  High  Fenn   Dyke 
unto  Wride  Weare,  Sir  Robert  Bevill  and  Mr.  William 
Hackes   shall  bee    surveyors;    and    that    from    Wride 
Weare  unto  Thorney  Goate,  and  from  thence  by  Blacke 
Stile  unto  Thorney  Crosse,  Sir  Humphrey  Ormes  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Hacke  shall  bee  surveyors;   and  that   from 
Newmans  Land  unto  Thorney  Crosse,  and  from  thence 
unto  Bull  Dyke,  Mr.  Robert  Browne  and  Mr.  Francis 
Quarles  shall  bee  surveyors;   and  that  in  the  river  of 
Welland  from  the  Sea  unto  Spaulding,  and  soe  to  Crow- 
land,  Sir  William  Welby  and  Mr.  Thomas  Middlecourt 
shall  bee  surveyors ;  and  that  from  Crowland  to  Wald- 
ram   Hall,   and   soe   to   Stamford   Bridge,  Sir  Francis 
Faune  and  Sir  Robert  Beville  shall  bee  surveyors ;  and 
that  for  the  West  Waters  and  their  branches,  surveyors 
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moods.  Knight,  one  of  the  clerks  of  his  Majesty's  Privy 
CooDcil,  as  an  indifferent  person  nominated  by  their  lord- 
lUps,  to  be  present  at  the  next  coart  of  sewers  to  be 
holden  for  those  parrs,  directing  himself  upon  view  of  all 
ootfalls,  and  information  of  the  coantrey,  of  the  true  state 
of  that  affair,  and  thereupon  to  make  report  to  the  board, 
that  snch  final  order  might  be  taken  as  should  be  found 
most  requisite  for  the  general  good  and  safety  of  those 
parts :  which  he  having  faithfully  performed  according 
to  his  instructions,  and  thereof  given  an  exact  and  par- 
ticolar  account  in  writeing  under  his  hand,  to  their 
lordships  full  satisfaction  and  contentment ;  which  was 
this  day  read  at  the  board,  and  is  hereafter  entered  ver- 
batim in  this  register  of  council  causes.  Their  lordships 
ia  their  wisddms  coosidering  the  great  weight  and  im- 
portance of  the  service,  and  how  necessarily  itrequireth 
lome  speedy  remedies  to  be  put  in  execution  for  redress- 
ing whatsoever  error  hath  been,  either  by  miscarriage, 
negligence,  or  for  private  respects  committed  or  con- 
ttnaed  in  the  proceeding  of  the  said  commission  of  sew- 
ers heretofore,  whereby  such  a  rich  and  fruitfull  portion 
of  the  kingdome  standeth  yet  in  danger  to  be  lost,  are 
pleased  and  so  have  ordered,  that  the  Earl  of  Arandel), 
Lord  Bishop  elect  of  Wiuchester,  Lord  Carew,  Mr.  Trea- 
sarer  and  Mr.  Comptroller  of  his  Majesty's  Household, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  and  Sir  Edward  Coke,  or  any  four  of  them,  ^hall 
take  some  time  as  soon  as  conveniently  they  may,  to  con- 
sider of  the  state  of  that  business,  and  of  every  particu- 
lar contayned  in  the  aforesaid  report  of  Sir  Clement  Ed- 
moods,  calling  him  unto  them,  and  such  gentlemen  as 
be  of  the  commission  of  sewers,  and  do  here  attend  for 
tkat  purpose;  and  upon  debate  among  themselves  to 
piepare  some  opinion  to  be  delivered  to  the  board  as  in 
their  wisdom  and  judgment  they  shall  see  cause,  what 
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present  coarse  is  fit  to  be  taken  therein  [for  the  reforma- 
tion intended,  and  for  the  safety  of  those  countries  and 
the  perpetual  good  of  his  Majesty's  people  therein  in- 
habiting. 


No.  X. 
>"«•      SIR  CLEMENT  EDMOND's  REPORT. 

THE  REPORT  of  Sir  Clement  Edmonds,  Knight, 
made  to  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Coun- 
cil!, of  the  State  of  the  Fenns,  upon  a  general!  view 
taken  in  August,  16 18. 

AccoEDiNO  to  their  lordships  order  of  the  19th  of  June 
last,  concerning  the  differences  arising  upon  the  execu- 
tion of  the  commission  of  sewers  for  the  counties  of 
Northampton,  Cambridge,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  8cc.  I  re- 
payred  to  the  town  of  Huntington  the  l£lh  day  of  Au- 
gust last,  and  was  present  at  the  generall  session  of  sew- 
ers, which  by  their  lordships  said  order  was  appoynted  to 
be  held  at  that  place,  where  most  of  the  principal 
knights  and  gentlemen  commissioners  for  those  parts  were 
then  met  together :  at  which  session,  for  their  better  direc- 
tion and  proceeding,  it  was  ordered  that  three  commis- 
sioners of  each  county  should  be  chosen  to  view  the  out- 
falls, and  informe  themselves  of  the  true  state  of  that 
affaire ;  and  to  that  purpose  they  should  the  first  day  go 
downe  the  River  of  Ouze  to  Ely,  and  take  view  of  such 
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things  by  the  way  as  were  in  difference,  or  otherwise  need- 
ed reformation. 

And  from  thence  the  next  day  down  the  said  river  to  the 
oatfall  at  Ljmn,  with  the  like  view  and  observations  :  the 
third  day  from  Lynn  to  Wisbech,  to  see  the  outfall  of  the 
River  of  Noane,  and  there  to  stay  two  days>  as  well  for 
viewing  of  the  draynes  and  sewers  thereabonts,  as  the 
oatfalls  thereof:  the  fifth  day  up  to  Croyland,  and  by  the 
way  to  view  Clow's  Cross,  Southeae,  and  other  inland 
sewers  :  the  sixth  day  to  Spalding,  to  view  the  Outfall 
of  the  river  of  Welande ;  and  from  thence  the  seventh 
day  to  Peterborough,  to  which  place  the  session  was 
adjourned  to  receive  the  report  of  that  view.  All  which 
was  accordingly  performed  by  the  committee  hereunder 
named  ;  for  Northamptonshire  Sir  Francis  Fane,  Mr. 
Catesby,  Mr.  Edwards;  for  Hunlingtonshire  Sir  Oliver 
Cromwell,  Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Mr.  Henry  Cromwell,  senr. ; 
for  Cambridge  Sir  John  Cutts,  Sir  Richard  Cox,  Mr. 
Colvile;  for  Norfolk  Mr.  Earvill,  Mr.  Fincham,  Mr. 
Butler ;  for  Lincolne  Sir  George  Manners,  Sir  William 
Welby,  Bean  try  ;  for  the  Isle  of  Ely  Sir  Miles 

Sandys,  Sir  Simeon  Steward,  Mr,  Buck  worth,  together 
likewise  with  my  Lord  Russell,  who  though  he  came 
after  the  committee  was  agreed  upon,  yet  went  along 
with  the  company  and  gave  great  assistance  to  the  busi- 
ness. 

The  River  of  Ouze  coming  along  by  the  towne  of  Bed-  Ouse. 
ford,  Huntington,  and  St.  Ives,  and  so  passing  down  to 
his  ootfall  at  Lynn,  is  a  goodly  fair  river  throughout,  and 
from  Ely  downwards  runneth  with  such  a  current,  that 
as  it  is  absolutely  the  best  sewer  of  all  that  countrey,  so 
is  it  by  occasion  of  the  great  fall  of  waters  thereunto  as 
well  from  the  River  of  Grant  out  of  Cambridgeshire  as 
firom  the  draynes  out  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  much  over- 
charged in  winter  and  in  time  of  fiouds,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  adjacent  parts:  for  remedy  whereof  former  times 
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have  provided  some,  by  sewers  or  slackers,  and  amongst 
other  ihe  West  Water  at  Erith  Bridge,  below  St.  Ives,  to 
receive  great  part  of  the  overcharge  of  water,  and  to  ease 
the  river  where  it  was  narrow  and  square  and  the  coun- 
try apt  to  be  overflown,  and  to  carry  it  through  the  Isle 
of  Ely,  (though  otherwise  to  iheir  prejudice)  down  below 
again  into  the  same  river  by  divers  draynes  and  inletts, 
where  the  channel  for  breadth  and  depth  affords  better 
passage  and  conveyance  to  the  sea:  but  now  the  naid 
Westwaterdoth  run  a  contrary  course  for  want  of  cleanse- 
ing  and  dikeing,  and  falleth  into  theOtize  at  Erith  Bridge, 
where  it  should  take  his  course  out,  as  appeared  upon 
view  of  the  commillees,  to  the  overchargeing  of  the  said 
river  instead  of  slackeing  or  disburthening  the  same. 

The  countrey  along  the  river  side,  both  in  Cambridge- 
shire and  the  Isle,  being  a  very  rich  soyle  and  well  inha- 
bitedf  and  not  otherwise  much  troubled  with  waters,  but 
in  winter  and  times  of  flouds,  brought  many  questions 
and  diflereoces  into  debate  concerning  banks  and  sewer* 
that  had  relation  to  Meum  and  Tuum^  and  were  insisted 
upon  wiib  more  instance  and  sideing  than  any  otber  part 
of  the  business,  though  more  tending  to  the  publick ; 
all  which  upon  view  were  ordered  by  the  committees, 
howsoever  with  little  satisfaction  to  some  part  or  other, 
wherewith  your  lordships  may  chance  hereafter  to  be 
troubled. 

Only  there  remayneth  two  difficulties;  the  first,  that  i 
whereas  the  said  River  of  Ouze  from  Ilunlington  to  the 
High  Bridge  at  Ely  w*as  generally  fnwie  and  overgrown 
with  woods,  stopt  with  weare,  and  against  Ely  (a«  in 
other  parts)  made  shallow  by  gravell  and  fords  (which 
they  call  hards)  and  in  reason  ought  to  be  removed  for 
the  opening  of  the  river  and  readier  passage  of  the  water 
in  time  of  flouds;  yet  it  was  generally  acknowledged 
that  the  remnveiog  of  these  impediments,  especially  near 
about  Ely,  would  take  away  all  navigation  and  passage 
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by  boats  in  saminer  time,  to  the  great  prejddice  of  the 
University  and  Towne  of  Cambridge  ;  whereof  the  Vice 
Chancellour  being  present  at  the  sessions  at  Huntington 
made  earnest  instance  that  due  consideration  might  be 
had :  ao  that  unless  there  would  be  means  found  to  make 
these  stops  to  be  no  disadvantage  or  check  in  time  of 
floods  and  winter  when  the  country  is  in  danger,  as  ihe 
same  are  a  benefit  in  summer,  and  a  help  to  navigation, 
it  can  hardly  be  accommodated  without  inconvenieucy. 

The  second  difficulty  was,  that  as  the  outfall  of  the 
River  of  Ouze  was  ample  and  great,  and  gave  large  pas« 
sage  to  the  fresh  waters  descending  from  the  inland  coun- 
tries ;  so  on  the  other  side  the  Sea  cometh  in  with  such 
tide^  especially  if  a  northerly  wind  meet  with  a  land 
flood,  that  divers  townes  in  Marshland  are  in  danger  to 
be  overflowed  and  surrounded  ;  and  therefore  by  their  pe- 
titioD  desired  that  the  Haven  might  be  straitened  in  some 
place  near  about  Lynn,  to  keep  out  the  Sea ;  alledgeing 
thai  the  said  Haven  had  in  the  memory  of  man  been 
narrower  and  shallower  than  now  it  is,  being  of  late 
grown  to  that  breadth  and  depth  by  the  great  fall  of  the 
fresh  waters,  that  have  left  their  antient  channels  to  fol- 
low that  streame ;  and  the  mayor  and  townsmen  of  Lynn 
being  made  acquainted  with  their  petition,  seemed  to 
stand  indifferent.  But  in  respect  of  the  great  conse- 
quence the  committees  forebore  to  give  any  opinion 
therein^  but  left  it  to  such  further  consideration  as  is  re- 
quisite. 

Flrom  the  River  of  Ouze  the  committees  went  to  Wis- 
bech to  view  the  outfall  of  the  River  of  Noane,  and  to 
iaforme  themselves  of  the  state  of  those  parts. 

The   River  of  Neane  cometh  from  Nottingham  by  Neane. 
Higham  Ferryes  to  Peterburgh,  and  not  far  from  thence 
divideth  itself  into  divers  branches,  part  running  towards 
Croyland  by  the  name  of  the  Old  Eae  and  Catswater, 
where  it  falleth  into  the  River  of  Welande,  and  is  now 
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so  stopped  ap  that  it  affordeth  no  passage  by  boat^  and 
part  by  Horsey  Bridge  and  Ramsey  Meare,  and  so  is  di- 
vided again  by  Plantwater,  which  runneth  toward  Wis- 
bech, and  by  the  streame  which  falleth  by  Marsh  into 
Wellwater,  and  from  thence  by  Salter's  Load  into  the 
Oaze,  and  so  falleth  into  the  Sea  at  Lynn ;  and  part 
thereof  is  likewise  convej^ed  by  a  cutt  called  the  New 
Leame,  beginning  a  mile  below  Peterburgh  to  Guyhirne* 
where  it  meeteth  with  Wisbech  River. 

The  said  river  is  divided  likewise  below  Peterbargh 
near  unto  Horsey  Bridge  by  a  streame  called  Whittlesea 
Dyke,  which  is  severed  through  the  Fenne  by  divers 
branches,  part  falling  toward  Wisbech,  and  part  by  Sal- 
ter's Load  into  the  Ouze. 
Wiabech  But  the   whole  countrey  doth  acknowledge  without 

question  or  contradiction,  that  the  antient  outfall  of  the 
River  of  Neane  is  Wisbech  River ;  and  upon  the  view 
of  the  committees  the  said  river  was  found  much  defec- 
tive in  divers  places,  as  well  in  breadth  as  depth ;  and 
especially  below  Wisbech  near  the  outfall,  it  wanteth 
much  depth,  and  is  grown  up  and  choaked  with  silt ; 
and  not  only  below  Wisbech  but  above  also,  insomuch 
as  it  was  informed  that  the  bottom  was  six  foot  or  more 
higher  than  it  was  before,  which  they  proved ;  for  that 
in  former  times  the  inland  water  at  Guyhirne  ran  into 
the  river  at  five  foot  fall,  whereas  on  the  contrary  the 
said  river  falleth  back  into  the  inland  w^ter  at  Guy- 
hirne. 

And  it  appeared  plainly  upon  view,  that  the  bottom 
of  the  river  for  a  mile  or  more  below  Guyhirue  was  far 
higher  that  the  levell  on  the  side,  and  consequently  would 
not  serve  for  a  drayne  thereto. 

And  this  is  the  condition  of  that  river,  as  now  it  ap- 
peared upon  view. 

For  amendment  whereof  the  commissioners  have  made 
a  law  of  sewers  for  the  cleansing  and  dikeing  of  the 
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stime,  agreeable  in  some  sort  to  the  instance  of  the  Towne 
of  Wisbech^  to  the  end  the  inland  draynes  might  fall 
into  their  antient  and  natural  channel^  as  the  readiest 
means  for  their  conveyance  to  the  Sea. 
Aod  forasmuch  as  the  said  towne  and  inhabitants  ad-  f^»»5ce  at  Hors- 

.  hoe. 

joyning  did  conceive  that  the  erecting  of  a  sluice  at  a 
place  below  Wisbech,  called  the  Horshoe,  would  be  very 
needfall  for  the  preserving  of  the  river  from  being  choaked 
with  silt,  they  desired  that  a  law  might  be  made  for  the 
erecting  of  such  a  sluice,  now  upon  the  dikeing  and 
cleansing  of  that  river :  but  the  court  of  sewers  were  of 
opiDioD^  that  if  the  river  were  made  and  accommodated 
to  a  convenient  outfall,  the  fresh  water  descending  would 
itill  grind  the  channel  to  such  a  depth  as  should  not  need 
any  such  sluice. 

And  .alledged  withall,  that  there  being  a  sluice  here- 
tofore erected  at  the  great  charge  of  the  countrey  upon 
that  River  of  Wisbech^  not  fer  from  the  place  where  they 
now  desire  to  have  one  made^  it  stood  not  seven  days^ 
bot  was  broken  and  blown  up  by  the  tyde  ;  nevertheless 
it  was  agreed  that  after  the  said  river  were  diked  to  such 
a  suflScient  depth,  there  should  be  a  sluice  erected,  if 
need  required. 

But  notwithstanding  this  law  of  sewers  for  amendment 
of  that  river,  it  is  like  to  sort  to  small  effect^  because 
they  cannot  agree  where  to  lay  the  charge ;  the  towne 
of  Wisbech  alledging  that  the  benefit  of  cleanseing  and 
dikeing  of  that  outfall  will  altogether  accrue  to  the  be- 
hoofe  of  the  upland  countrey,  and  serve  for  their  ease 
and  safety,  by  disburthening  them  of  the  overcharge  of 
their  waters,  and  therefore  that  they  ought  to  put  their 
hand  to  the  work  and  contribute  thereunto  in  some  rea- 
sonable measure. 

And  on  the  other  side  the  upland  countries  do  produce 
divers  presentments,  and  some  as  high  as  H.  6,  shewing 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  charged  therewith ;  though 
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Otherwise  ihey  do  not  deny  that  when   the  channel   i«| 
scowredi  if  it  prove  serviceable,  they  will  yeild  a  reason-* 
able  and  indifferent  aid ;  but  those  of  Wisbech  recjulr^^ 
contribution  at  the  firsl^  to  be  expended  as  the  work  shal! 
proceed :  and  this  is  like  to  be  the  hindrance  of  the  dyke- ™ 
ing  and  accommodating  of  that  outfalt  \B 

From  the  defect  of  this  outfall,  as  likewise  that  of  ihe 
river  of  Welaode,  which  is  worse  than  this,  it  falleth  oalM 
that  the  river  of  Neane,  which  from  I'eterburgh  down  16™ 
Stantlground  and  lower,  where  it  is  divided  into  branches^ 
h  now    in   summer  200   foot  broad,  and   l6  or  20  foolj 
deeji,  halh  no  way  (besides  tbose  branches  that  find  pas- 1 
sage  as  aforesaid)  for  the  discharge  of  3o  great  a  weight 
of  waters  but  the  levell  below  Peterburgh,  which  is  a 
large  tract  of  a  countrey,  a  great  part  whereof,   and  eft-* J 
pecially  that  about  Thorney  Abbey  of  Croyland,  was  in 
former  times  (as  the  countrey  informeth)   firm  and  good 
ground,  and  ib  now  a  mere  Lema  surrounded  with  water^ 
and  serving  ofily  for  fish  and  fowie,   without  any  further  I 
benefit  to  the  publick.     The  rest  of  the  Levell  is  near  of 
the  same  condition,  and  go  al!  under  the  name  of  the 
liigh  Fenne.  ■ 

Which  stop  and  overcharge  of  water  there  doth  not 
only  cause  the  like  overflowing  in  the  upland  countrey,  ■ 
to  their  infinitcloss  and  disadvantage^  upon  occasions  of  ■ 
£oudg  and  swelling  of  walei-Sj  but  the  islanders  them- 
selves are  in  like  danger  as  well  for  those  parts  whereof  A 
they  make  use  as  for  their  cattell  and  their  own  safety  j  ■ 
out  of  fear  whereof  they  often timt's  upon  tlie  swelling  of 
the  waters  ring  their  bells  backwards,  as  they  do  in  other 
places  when  the  tow^ne  is  in  danger  of  fire. 

And  thereupon  it  is  that  the  upland  men  (as  they  in- 
forme)  having  long  time  expected  an  amendment  of  the 
outfall  of  Wisbech,  and  Bnding  little  hopes  of  a  remedy 
that  way,  did  agree  upon  a  drayne  in  the  38 ih  yeare  of  . 
the  late  Queene,  by  way  of  a  supply  to  Wisbech  River^  | 
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called  Clows  Cross  or  Sfaire  Drayne^  aod  divideth  the  Clows  Crow. 
Isle  of  Ely  from  Holland,  and  by  Shiregate  falleth  into 
ibat  river  some  6  miles  below  that  towoe ;  which  sewer 
lyiDg  10  or  12  lower  than  the  levell  above,  and  where  tfce 
drayne  of  Soatheae  runneth,  most  of  the  commissioners 
DOW  in  their  view  found  to  be  the  best  drayne  to  regaine 
Ihe  Burrounded  grounds  all  above  Southeae  Bank,  and  to 
preserve  the  north  side  of  Wisbech  ;  and  yet  it  needed 
only  €ome  raiseing  and  straitning  of  the  banks,  and  bot- 
toming in  some  places ;  nevertheless  the  said  commis-  ^ 
iionefs  provided  that  this  drayne  of  Clows  Cross  do  ran 
bpt  only  at  times  wheq  the  water  is  all  above  the  «oyle, 
and  as  a  supplement  to  the  River  of  Wisbech  ;  but  at 
other  times  the  water  to  follow  Wisbech  river^  the  rather 
because  there  is  no  probability  that  both  can  stand  toge- 
ther :  but  if  Wisbech  River  be  not  perfected  and  made 
sufficient  for  conveyance  of  the  waters  that  antiently  fol- 
lowed that  channel,  then  the  drayne  of  Clows  Cros^ 
might  be  the  benefit  and  ease  of  the  upland  countreys'; 
and  to  this  drayne  the  countrey  standeth  generally  affect- 
ed, as  well  those  that  dwell  in  the  upland  parts,  as  those 
below  in  Marshland. 

And  whereas  the  River  of  Wisbech  runneth  from  the 
Four  Gotes  below  Wisbech  down  along  to  the  Sea  by  the 
skirte  of  Marshland,  the  inhabitants  there  complain  of 
much  prejudice,  and  further  danger  which  they  fear  by 
that  channel,  as  now  it  is  ;  but  if  the  outfall  should  be 
opened  and  carry  all  such  waters  as  ought  to  follow  that 
itreame,  they  were  never  able  to  endure  it :  for  remedy 
whereof  it  is  conceived  and  agreed  upon  by  the  said  com- 
mittees, that  if  the  said  river  together  with  the  drayne  of 
Clows  Cross  be  carryed  from  the  Four  Gotes  by  a  new 
cutt  to  be  made  through  the  Salt  Marshes  to  an  out- 
fall called  King's  Creek,  besides  the  benefit  which  will 
ftrise  by  the  drayneing  of  their  fenns,  it  will  fence  Marsh- 
land from  danger,  and  no  way  prejudice  Holland. 

F  2 
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W«Uad*»  The  River  of  Welaode  ruiining  by  Stamfurd  Deepinqr  i 

and  Spalding  to  ilie  Sea,  was  likewise  viewed  by  Uie 
com&iisssionersi  and  found  to  be  a  very  fair^  open,  and  j 
clean  river  down  aa  far  as  Croyland,  but  from  ihence  to] 
Spalding,  very  defective  for  want  of  dykeing  and  cleans- 
ing ;  and  from  Spalding  to  the  meeting  of  this  water 
ivitb  tbe  river  of  Glen,  near  unto  tbe  sea,  almost  silted 
up  for  want  of  dykeing,  and  a  current  of  fresh  water  to 
scower  tbe  channel ;  insonjuch  as  they  were  forced  below 
Spalding  at  ibe  time  of  this  view^  and  in  the  sight  of  all 
the  company  to  carry  tbeir  boats  by  cart  the  space  of  3 
or  4  miles,  to  a  place  called  Fosdyke  (where  great  sbips 
lay  at  anchor)  for  want  of  a  current  at  a  low  water,  to 
carry  them  down  the  channel;  And  the  inhabitants  of 
Spalding  did  coniplaine  that  tbey  had  no  water  in  the  river 
to  serve  tbe  necessary  Uise  of  the  towne,  but  such  as  was 
unwholesome  by  reason  of  the  shallowness  thereof,  which 
was  less  than  half  a  foot  deep  two  miles  btluw  the  towne, 
where  the  committees  now  in  tbe  view  did  ride  over. 

And  this  is  the  state  of  thoi^e  countries,  as  appeared 
upon  this  view  ;  whereby  their  Lordships  may  perceive 
in  what  distress  and  extremity  they  are,  for  want  of  out* 
falls  to  the  sea  in  the  rivers  of  Neane  and  Welande  ; 
which  two  rivers,  according  to  the  information  of  the 
conn  trey,  do  find  12  drayues  falling  through  the  feons, 
besides  other  dykes  ;  all  which  did  in  former  limes  fall 
into  Wisbech  Deep  :  but  6  of  them  are  now  turned  from 
thence,  viz.  three  on  the  north  side  above  Wisbech, 
divideing  the  counties  of  Cambridge  and  Lincolne  ;  and 
3  on  the  south  side  below^  Wisbech,  divideing  the  counties 
of  Cambridge  and  Norfolk.  The  other  6  are  still  left  to 
fall  into  Wisbech  river,  if  it  would  receive  them  ;  but  it 
carrieth  not  so  much  water  as  one  of  them  can  bring  to 
it;  for  when  the  water  comelh  to  Goyhirne,  it  forsaketh 
Wisbech  river  and  turneth  towards  Marcbj  and  all  for 
waul  of  a  sufficient  ontfalL 
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Neither  is  it  altogether  nem,  or  grown  of  late  (though 
otherwise  far  more  than  ever,  in  regard  the  outfalls  are 
more  choaked  than  formerly)  that  these  countries  are 
saiToonded  and  overcharged  with  waters,  but  that  former 
times  stood  in  need  of  help  and  assistance  in  this  behalf; 
for  in  the  time  of  H.  6,  Gilbert  Haltoft,  one  of  the  Barons  Haltoft's 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  dwelling  about  Well  in  the  Isle  of  CommUiioiu 
Ely,  procured  a  commission  for  the  drayneing  and  setling 
of  t^ai  countrey^  and  accordingly  proceeded  in  making 
laws,  which  are  now  often  alleadged,  by  the  name  of 
Haltoft's  commission. 

And  afterwards  in  the  time  of  H.  7»  Bishop  Morton,  NewLoftme. 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  made  a  fair  drayne  for  the 
ease  of  the  river  of  Neane,  from  Standground,  a  little 
below  Peterborough,  14  miles  in  length,  and  carry ed  the 
same  down  to  Guyhirne,  where  it  meeteth  with  Wisbech 
river;  near  to  which  place  he  built  a  tower  of  brick  (part 
whereof  is  yet  standing)  to  the  end  he  might  see  his 
workmen  afar  off  in  the  Levell,  and  give  such  difections 
as  was  requisite;  which  drayne  is  known  by  the  name 
of  the  New  Loame. 

And  of  later  times  mj'  Lord  Popham,  much  affecting  Popham  Load. 
the  good  of  this  countrey,  amongst  other  his  own  indus- 
tries, made  a  fair  drayne  called  Popham  Eae,  beginning 
above  Well,  and  falling  into  the  Podyke ;  which  is  now 
stopped  from  running  in  regard  of  prejudice  to  some 
particular  men. 

And  some  of  London  have  likewise  of  late  taken  ground  Londou  Load. 
there,  and  either  made  or  cleansed  a  fair  drayne  called 
London  Load,  near  unto  the  said  place. 

And  if  your  Lordships  please  to  take  it  into  your 
honourable  care,  and  direct  some  real  and  effectual  course 
for  the  opening  of  these  two  outfalls,  and  the  regaining 
of  so  many  thousand  acres  that  are  now  surrounded, 
Vhich  would  prove  a  work  of  great  honour  to  his  Majes- 
ty, and  good  to  the  publick,  though  there  be  many  gen- 
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tiemen  of  good  worth  in  those  parts  that  want  neither 
judgment  nor  zeale  to  do  service  therein  ;  yet  it  is  con- 
ceived that  it  would  be  best  effected  by  such  as  have  no 
interest  at  all  in  the  country,  but  standing  indifferent 
betwixt  each  party ,  and  having  no  other  end  but  the 
common  beneBt,  may  proceed  according  to  the  rule  of 
justice  and  reason^  as  well  in  drayneing  the  waters  to 
their  true  and  antient  outfalls,  which  is  the  only  meane 
to  do  the  coontrey  good,  as  levying  the  charge  without 
favour  or  partiality  :  wherein  though  they  are  like  to 
find  many  gainsayers^  according  to  a  maxim  they  have 
among  themselves,  that  he  that  will  do  any  good  in  serving, 
most  do  it  against  the  will  of  such  as  shall  have  profit  by 
it^  yet  the  end  will  crown  the  work  with  honour  and 
safety,  and  make  large  roome  for  people  and  habitation^ 
with  as  much  advantage  to  the  state  as  any  other  part  of 
the  kingdom  can  afford :  all  which  I  humbly  leave  to 
your  Lofdships  grave  and  approved  wisdome. 

Clj^ment  Edmonm. 

September  20th,  16 18. 


I 


AFVANIIIX.  71 

No.  vn. 

Mb.  ATKYNS's  REPORTS.  im. 


It  hath  been  (my  good  Lord)  a  common  received  opi« 
nioQi  confirmed  with  many  arguments  both  old  and  new^ 
that  most  of  all  that  which  we  call  the  Isle  of  £Iy^  and 
some  other  parts  adjacent,  were  all  sea ;  and  that  part 
only  called  the  Isle»  which  being  by  nature  somewhat 
higher  than  the  rest^  was,  Robert  de  Swafham  thinketb, 
so  ordained  by  God,  ut  Habitacula  fierent  servorum  Dei  i 
being,  as  he  then  said,  not  above  7  miles  broad  and  7  miles 
long,  and  consisting  of  a  few  families ;  all  the  rest  at  the 
^rst  being  sea;  and  afterwards,  by  intercourse  of  time, 
one  while  sea,  another  while  fenn  and  sea,  and  lastly  fenn 
again  :  for  albeit  that  by  the  industry  of  men  there  were 
certaine  defensive  banks  in  some  parts  made  upon  the 
falling  away  of  the  sea  (which  happened  by  the  natural 
ftitnations  of  the  place,  in  that  the  tydes  upon  our  coast 
of  England  all  coming  from  the  north  flow  southwards, 
and  so  the  tydegate  not  passing  through,  but  as  it  were 
by  the  Isle  as  in  an  edye,  left  ever  something  behind  it, 
which  heightened  the  soyle,  and  is  the  true  reason  why 
the  parts  nearest  the  sea  then  be  at  this  day  higher  than 
the  parts  more  remote) ;  yet,  nevertheless,  by  occasion  of 
many  and  deep  large  lakes  and  pools,  at  this  day  called 
meers,  occasioned  first  by  the  sea  in  regard  of  the  lowness 
of  the  place,  and  now  continued,  by  reason  some  of  them 
for  banks  cannot,  and  others  for  depth  will  not  drayne  to 
the  sea,  the  sea  having  forsaken  them,  the  parts  adjacent 
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are  much  surrounded^  for  that  divers  famous  rivers  fall 
Abbo  Floriad.  into  those  parts ;  which,  as  an  old  author  sayeth,  Ex 
Oriente  propter  equalitatem  Terrse  a  Meditullio  fenne 
totius  Britannis,  per  centum  et  eo  amplius  millia^ 
per  hanc  Insulam  descendunt  ad  Mare  cum  maximis 
Fluminibus :  Whereupon  Robert  de  Swaf ham,  in  his 
time,  gathered  the  true  cause  of  the  fenns  drovi^ning, 
saying  that  ex  Inundatione  vel  Subfluitione  Amnium 
stans  aqua  in  equali  terra  profundam  Paludem  efficitp 
atque  ita  inhabitalem  reddit.  This  then  vi^as  the  state  of 
the  Isle  for  a  long  time.  Ad  quam  non  nisi  navivigio 
adiri  potuit,  as  Wm.  Malmesbury  saith ;  but  as  he  there 
sayth,  MiSLS  solertior  vicit  naturam,  aggeribusq'  in 
paludem  jactis,  insulam  pedibus  accesibilem  fecit. 

This  being  once  obtained,  succeeding  ages,  what  with 
banks  made  in  some  parts*  and  by  draines  in  other  some, 
have  brought  the  fenny  parts  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  to  the 
state  they  now  be  in^  wherein  your  Lordship's  worthy 
redecessors  have  right  well  deserved :  and  the  sea  now 
being  almost  wholly  repelled,  or  having  rather  of  itself 
(for  the  reason  aforesaid)  forsaken  the  Isle,  it  resteth 
to  speak  of  such  waters  as  now  be  the  common  causes  of 
the  inundations  of  those  parts,  which,  notwithstanding 
all  endeavours  of  former  ages,  for  most  part  of  the  yeare 
are  still  overflown  by  the  fresh  waters  from  the  high  lands 
thither  in  great  abundance  descending. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Lordship  to  understand, 
that  besides  many  brooks,  becks,  and  rilles,  which  m  winter 
season  afford  much  water  to  the  fenns  (whose  courses 
were  too  tedious  to  relate,  there  be  3  principal  rivers 
which  necessarily  pass  through  the  fenns  to  their  outfalls, 
by  whose  channels  the  waters  of  many  countries  do  pass ; 
these  be  the  rivers  Welande,  Nean«,  and  Ouze. 
Welande.  And  to  begin  with  the  first,  your  Lordship  shall  under- 

stand that  the  river  of  Welande,  bordering  upon  the 
county  of  Northampton  on  the  one  side,  and  Leicester, 
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Ratlaod^  and  Lincolne  on  the  other  side,  hath  his  original 
spring  in  Sybbertoft  Fields,  in  the  coanty  of  Northampton, 
not  far  from  the  head  of  Neane  and  Avon,  and  falieth  to 
HarboroQgb^  and  so  by  Collyweston  to  Stamford,  and 
thence  to  Deeping,  where  it  first  toucheth  the  fenns,  and 
thence  to  Croyland  Triangle  Bridge,  and  there  it  divideth 
itself  into  two  branches ;  one  by  Soulheae,  passing  by 
Clows  Cross  Head  towards  Wisbech,  being  a  wrong  course, 
and  now,  the  other  by  Cnbbitt  to  Spalding,  and  so  by 
Fosdyke  Stowe  into  Boston  Deep.  Upoi^  this  river  on 
the  east  side  lyeth  Deeping  Fenn,  a  ground  of  120000  acres 
or  more,  of  late  taken  in  hand  to  be  drayned  (but  with 
ill  success)  by  one  Captain  Lovell,  and  since  attempted 
to  be  perfected  by  my  Lord  of  £xeter,  I  fear  with  no 
better  event.  This  fenn  antiently  drayned  into  Welande, 
and  by  a  famous  Load  in  it,  called  Westload,  fell  into  it  WwtloMl. 
a  little  above  Spalding,  which,  by  reason  of  the  great 
abondance  of  fresh  water  which  this  Load  afforded  (as 
well  by  the  overflowing  of  Welande  as  of  Sork  and 
Downfall)  profitted  much  to  the  keeping  open  of  the 
outfall  of  the  river  of  Welande  below  Spalding ;  but  my 
Lord  of  Exeter's  late  improvers,  finding  that  by  that 
course  Deeping  Fenn  could  not  be  drayned,  conveyed  the 
waters  of  Westload  and  Deeping  Fenn  by  sluices  and 
passages  under  the  bottom  of  Welande  and  the  banks 
thereof  by  new  draynes  into  South  Holland,  and  thence 
through  the  inland  countrey  to  the  seabanks,  and  from 
under  them  to  the  sea. 

By  this  means  the  river  of  Welande,  which  before  was 
but  feeble  and  weak,  is  now  become  below  Spalding  no 
river  at  all;  insomuch  as  in  a  great  view  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Sewers  made  in  summer  last,  by  order  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Council,  with  the  assistance  of  Sir  Clement 
£dmouds,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Council,  purposel}*^ 
thither  sent,  it  was  found  from  Croyland  to  Spalding  to 
be  very  defective,  and  from  Spalding  to  the  Sea  almost 
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Utterly  silted  up;  »o  as  where  before  vessels  of  great 
burden  might  haYe  passed  that  waj%  it  fell  gut  that  at 
the  very  time  of  the  view,  a  poor  man,  whose  boat  wa» 
in  the  channel  of  the  river  below  Spalding,  came  thither 
with  a  cart  and  horses  to  carry  his  boat  by  land  3  or  4 
miles  to  the  next  water  below  to  the  seaward. 

For  remedy  whereof,  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers 
have  made  a  law  to  have  this  river  diked  this  Summer 
following;  but  there  is  great  doubt  it  will  not  de  done, 
or  if  it  be  done,  it  will  not  he  continued  without  putting 
of  much  more  water  thereto  than  willingl^^  will  go  that 
way  :  for  in  regard  of  the  neglect  thereof  in  former  times, 
especially  within  the  last  60or70yeares,  the  waters  have 
of  themselves  diverted  their  courses,  so  as  such  draynea 
as  anticntly  brought  waters  to  this  outfall  do  now  carry 
much  from  it,  and  will  not  easily  be  regained. 

But  if  the  outfall  of  this  river^  by  the  industry  of  man 
can  be  recovered  to  his  former  estate  (whereof  there  is  great 
doubt  and  strong  reasons  to  the  contrary),  it  will  be  much 
profitable  to  the  North  parte  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  and  parts 
adjoyneing,  viz.  to  Thorney,  Peterborough  Fenns,  Deep- 
ing Fenn,  &c.  otherwise  with  the  said  river  divers  of  them 
will  decay  more  and  more,  except  some  new  way  b^ 
devised. 

This  river  of  all  the  rest  least  concerneth  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  and  as  the  state  now  staudeth»  taketli  do  water  at  all 
from  thence,  but  rather  putteth  more  thereto  ;  whereas  in 
former  ages  a  great  part  of  the  river  of  Neane  passed 
from  Peterburgh  through  Thorney,  and  so  by  Croyland 
to  Spalding^  and  so  to  the  outfall  there  (much  easeing 
the  Isle  of  Ely).  Now  Neane  wholly  lyeth  upon  the 
Isle  in  default  of  this  outfall,  as  after  shall  be  shewed. 

The  second  river  is  called  Neane,  consisting  of  two 
heads  in  Northamptonshire ;  the  first  near  Catesby,  under 
Anby  Hills  (from  under  which  hills  spring  Charwell  and 
Leame,  as  from  the  centre  of  England),  as  Abbo  before 
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spoke  of  sayd,  and  bo  passeth  to  NortbamplOD  Towoe, 
where  it  tneeteih  nith  the  Becond  head  from  Naseby 
Fields,  where  there  be  two  springs  %0  yards  asaoder^  the 
ooe  of  which  maketh  the  head  of  AvoD|  fallttig  west- 
Waid  to  Warwick,  and  so  to  Severae>  the  other  this 
brook. 

Which  two  heads  so  nnited  pass  to  WelliDgborough^ 
add  so  by  Higbam  Ferries  and  Thrapson  to  Oandle,  and 
thence  by  Walmesford  to  Peterborough,  bringing  with 
It  the  waters  of  many  brooks  and  rivers,  of  more  than  £0 
heads.  At  Peterburgh  it  Is  a  goodly  fair  river,  900  fool 
broad  and  16  or  20  foot  deep.  This  river  after  it  hath 
(lassed  Peterburgh  a  little,  divideth  itself  again  ioto 
many  branches. 

Whereof  one,  called  the  Old  Eae,  antiently  took  Ms  Old  Eae. 
toorse  by  Thorney  to  Croyland,  and  so  meeting  with  » 

Welande  fell  out  below  Spalding  by  Fosdyke,  and  thence 
to  Boston  Deep  beforesaid. 

This  is  the  branch  of  which  I  just  complayned,  that 
for  want  of  the  outfall  below  Spalding  now  cometh  in  a 
most  slow  course  by  Thomey,  thrusting  in  his  head  at 
every  ditch,  and  his  main  body  falleth  to  Noman's  Land 
oigh  Croyland,  and  there  runneth  back  by  Southeae 
along  by  Clows  Cross  Head,  and  so  to  Wisbech,  with  but 
little  better  success  than  at  Spalding. 

Another  branch  of  Neane  is  a  famous  stream  of  14  The  New 
miles  long  and  40  foot  broad  for  the  most  part,  and  was  "^^* 
made  by  the  good  Bishop  Morton,  called  the  New  Leame, 
beginning  at  the  high  land  by  Standground^  in  Hunt- 
ingtonshire,  and  continueing  unto  Guyhime,  a  hamlett 
in  Wisbech  parish ;  this  river  did  the  Bishop  make  for 
the  more  speedy  conveyance  of  the  waters  from  out  of 
the  Isle,  which  otherwise  in  defect  of  their  passage  by 
Bpaldiog,  much  annoyed  by  the  body  of  the  Isle,  as  by 
taking  their  passage  some  by  Whittlesea  Dyke,  and  some 
by  Horsey  Bridge  into  Whittlesea  Meare,  and  so  %^ 
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Ramsey  Meare,  and  so  round  about,  some  falling  in 
towards  Wisbech  by  Great  Cross  or  Plantwater^  and 
other  some  by  March  to  Well,  and  so  to  Salter's  Load 
into  Ouze,  and  other  some  backward  by  Welney  to 
Littleport,  and  so  to  Salter's  Load^  and  there  meeting 
with  the  water  from  Well  pass  to  Lynn.  The  waters  of 
this  river  be  they  which  at  this  day  most  annoy  the  body 
of  the  fenns;  for  now  that  Wisbech  outfall  is  by  mere 
negligence  over  thro  wne,  it  is  apparent  that  that  water 
which  is  within  4  miles  of  the  outfall  at  Wisbech  would 
never  returne  nor  offend  the  countrey,  now  through  the 
defect  of  Wisbech  river  turneth  away  and  seeketh  bis 
course  where  it  may,  and  much  of  it  passeth  about  50 
miles  before  it  can  recover  an  ontlalt,  drowning  yearly  by 
the  way  many  thousand  acres* 

Gravdli.  This  New  Leame  being  also  much  decayed  as  well  in 

its  own  passage^  by  certain  high  gra veils  layd  therein^ 
and  the  landing  up  thereof  thereby,  as  also  by  the  decay 
of  Wisbech  outfall,  in  every  land  flood  hurtheneth  both 
sides  of  the  grounds  adjoyneiog,  especially  the  grounds 
of  Thorney,  which  having  Southeae  on  the  one  side,  and 
this  passage  of  Neane  on  the  other  side  (Wisbech  river 
their  proper  outfall  beitig  wholly  decayed)  so  surchargeth 
1400Q  or  15000  acres  thereof  with  their  waters^  as  they 
become  wholly  unprofitable  :  for  remedy  whereof  the 
owners  of  Thorney  and  other  grounds  near  to  the  high 
lands  having  long  expected  an  amendment  of  Wisbech 
outfall,  and  finding  that  they  cannot  much  prevaile^ 
have  of  late  strongly  endeavoured  to  make  passage  for  those 
waters  which  so  much  annoy  them  by  a  new  way  called 
Clows  Cross ;  which  since  we  are  fallen  upon  the  name, 
it  will  not  be  amiss  to  speak  somewliat  thereof, 

CluwsCrow.  Upon  the  confines  of  Wisbech  hundred  in  the  Isle  of 

Ely,  and  South  Holland  in  the  county  of  Lincolne,  about 
5  miles  westward  from  Wisbech  towne,  there  stood  upou 
the  bank  of  Southeae  a  cross,  designeing  the  limitts  of 
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Cambridgeshire  and  Llncohie  io  that  part  of  the  inland  j 
and  frotn  that  cross  eastward  there  passed  a  watercourse 
through  the  inlands  to  the  seabank,  to  a  gate  or  clow 
called  the  Shire-gate,  dividing  still  the  shires.  At  the 
head  of  this  watercourse  there  was  also  a  clow,  from 
which  clow  and  the  cross  standing  hard  by  it,  the  place 
took  the  name,  viz.  the  Clows  Cross,  This  clow  (as 
most  men  deemed)  served  specially  to  take  water  out  of 
Southeae  into  the  inland  grounds  in  dry  years^  as  well 
for  the  preservation  of  the  partition  and  fence  on  bulb 
sides,  as  for  the  relief  and  iuccour  both  of  uiao  and 
beast.  Many  have  talked  that  they  have  heard  tliat 
much  of  the  waters  of  the  fenns  drayned  that  way,  and 
of  great  and  large  water-gates  and  wide  passages  there. 
I  myself  was  by  when  the  old  pipes  were  taken  up  about 
22  years  since»  and  observed  that  there  were  only  two 
small  pipe^  of  plank  layed  together  through  ihe  bank  to 
take  in  water^  not  exceeding  18  inches  square,  as  I  could 

Upon  the  taking  np  of  these  pipes,  there  was  the  same 
yeare  a  sluice  or  clow  made  of  timber  in  the  same  place, 
with  two  doors  13  or  14  foot  high  and  6  or  7  foot  broad ; 
and  the  sewer  by  the  whole  length,  from  the  clow  down 
to  the  seaward,  from  1*2  or  14  foot  wide,  made  40  foot 
wide  and  5  foot  deep.  Not withs landing  all  which  pre* 
parac'ons,  I  he  bank  of  the  way  by  which  this  water 
should  pass,  could  not  be  made  so  sufficient  by  the  space 
almost  of  2  miles,  but  that  if  but  one  of  the  doors  of  the 
clow  were  pulled  up  but  two  foot,  the  water  would  over- 
lop  the  bank,  and  as  well  thereby  as  by  much  socle 
through  the  hollow  and  spungy  banks  thereof  newly 
made,  annoy  the  grounds  on  both  sides ;  upon  which 
doings  complaints  and  oppositions  were  made,  and  much 
business  hath  been  moved,  which  stayed  the  proceeding 
thereof. 

But  the  new  undertakers  being  belter  acquainted  with 
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the  work,  have  ui^dertaken  lo  perfect  the  same  with 
belter  satisfac  tion  to  the  countrey  iti  ail  respects  ;  and 
for  that  purpose  at  this  day  there  is  a  new  stone  sluice 
in  laying  at  the  head  thereof,  which  will  cost  200/.  or 
more,  to  be  finished  by  the  10th  of  May  oeKt|  and  aa 
well  the  banks  oo  both  sides  heightened^  as  the  channel 
thereof  enlarged- 

It  cannot  be  denyed  bat  this  course  will  much  help 
the  state  of  the  fenns  lyeing  within  7  or  8  miles  thereof, 
especially  all  betweene  Southeae  and  the  New  Leatne  5 
in  regard  whereof  they  be  all  taxed  to  the  contribution. 

This  river  of  Clows  Cross  lyeth  in  a  place  of  smallest 
distance  from  the  feno  to  the  sea,  viz.  but  5  miles,  and 
is  very  straight;  by  which  two  reasons,  as  also  by  the 
benefit  of  a  good  outfall,  which  it  hath  to  the  sea,  it  will 
in  my  opinion  prove  very  beneficial  to  the  countrey, 
and  also  ease  very  much  some  defensive  banks  which  be 
now  very  chargeable  to  keep,  and  yet  through  their  fear- 
full  ruptures  indangerhoth  man  and  headt»  besides  other 
inestimable  losses  which  may  thereby  ensue. 

There  rest  only  two  things  of  importance  to  be  objected 
against  Clows  Cross ;  the  one  ts  the  decay  of  Wisbech 
River  by  taking  from  it  the  water  which  helpeth  the 
maintenance  thereof,  for  yet  it  is  the  ugh  i  both  these 
will  hardly  stand  togelher;  the  other  is  the  makeiug  of 
a  dam  in  the  river  between  Clows  Cross  and  Guyhiroe, 
to  keep  the  water  of  Wisbech  River  from  falling  back 
unto  Clows  Cross  River;  by  which  dam  the  navigation 
from  Spalding  Deeping  and  Crovvland  will  be  much 
hiodred,  being  places  of  greatest  commerse  witli  Wi&bech. 

For  the  first,  it  seemeth,  Wisbech  men  know  well 
enough  there  may  be  sufficient  water  brought  to  main- 
taine  their  river  from  other  places  if  they  would  be  at  the 
charge,  but  there  itsticketh  ;  and  there  hath  been  of  late 
some  speech  of  a  course,  to  have  the  river  in  Wisbech 
Downe  a  standing  water,  and  no   passage  to  the  sea, 
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ibereby  to  save  the  charge  of  dykeing ;  which  I  fear  'm 
ftw  years  will  prove  so  iodeed^  excepts mone  oare  be  had 
ihereoD. 

Touching  the  second  objeqttoDi  true  it  is  that  thfi 
people  of  Spalding  and  the  rest  may  still  come  to  Wis-» 
bech  by  water  not  witfastandiog  this  daqi ;  but  by  a  much 
farther  way  about,  and  a  great  deal  more  toylsome  and 
dangerous^  and  perhaps  in  summer  time  for  want  of 
water,  and  for  the  gravells  aforesaid  not  at  all,  except 
the  New  Leame  be  also  dyked,  which  I  bold  to  be  hardly 
feazable* 

I  have  been  long  in  this^  but  the  matter  requireth  itj 
being  of  great  consequenoe ;  and  something  aiore  might 
be  said  tiKrein,  as  namely  of  the  outfalfof  the  Se«,^ 
either  in  place  where  now  it  is  upon  the  confines  of  Lin- 
colnshire and  the  Isle,  or  by  cutting  over  a  new  river 
from  ^Iregote  to  a  place  in  Sutton  called  the  King's 
Creek  (a  track  of  £ve  miles  long  over  thq  marshes) ;  but  it 
were  too  tedious^  and  the  business  is  oat  of  the  Isle,  and 
therefore  I  omitt  it. 

And  now  I  am  come  to  Wisbech  River,  your  Lordship  wisbccb  River, 
shall  understand  that  antiently  this  was  an  arm  of  the 
Sea,  and  the  time  was  when  the  whole  course  of  the  Oaze, 
as  well  from  the  Weslwater  by  Great  Cross,  as  all  such 
waters  as  now  fall  on  the  east  of  the  Isle  with  Ouze  from  - 
Littleport  Chaire  to  Lynn,  had  their  passage  by  Welney 
and  Weil  to  the  North  Seas  at  Wisbech,  anditom  thence 
where  now  the  washes  be  ;  in  regard  whereof  writers  say 
K.  John's  people  perished  in  the  waters  of  Well :  and 
Thoroey  Red  Book,  speaking  of  Wisbech  Castle,  sayth 
tiiat  Super  Fiumen  illud  famosum  quod  Wellstreame  ap- 
pellatur  aitum  est  predictom  Castrum,  quod  a  plaribus 
Palttdtbos  et  Rivulis  et  Fontibus  Principium  habet,  et 
per  longos  Meatus  in  Mare  magnum  juxta  Wisbech  de- 
rifare  liqoido  comprobatur.  This  arm  had  Holland  and  a 
p«it  of  the  isle  on  the  one  side,  and  Marshland  in  Norfolii 
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on  the  other  side,  which  were  defended  from  it  by  great 
sea  banks,  which^f  late  time,  riz,  in  the  time  of  H,  6, 
were  ordajned  lo  be  made  and  maintained  50  foot  high.  ■ 
Thitherof  old  resorted  ships  and  vessels  of  great  burden  ; 
bnl  the  Sea  sliJl  forsaking  the  Isle  for  the  reasons  before 
sett  downe^  hath  made  the  whole  passage  betweene  Wis- 
bech and  the  Washes  high  marshes  and  lands,  and  by  ■ 
the  decay  of  the  river  the  channel  or  outfall  so  shallow 
and  weak,  as  poor  people  often  go  over  it  on  foot  bare- 
leggedj  under  the  knee.  I 

This  pityfull  outfall  proceedeth  by  the  neglect  of  the 
people  about  Wisbech,  in  not  scowering  and  dykeing 
the  river,  as  by  antieot  laws  and  presentments  they 
ought  to  have  done  ;  nor  by  preserveing  and  mainlaine* 
ing  the  petty  sewers  anddraynes  which  antiently  fed  the 
same,  by  enforceing  the  waters  thereof  and  keeping  them 
in  their  proper  course,  whereby  the  Sea  finding  little  re- 
sistance Qor  strength  of  a  following  bead  of  water  to 
scowcr  the  channel!,  continually  silted  up  the  said  river 
and  outfall,  and  by  consequence  not  only  drowned  the 
fenns,  but  debarred  the  means  of  drayneing  13  or  14 
thousand  acres  of  inland  grounds^  the  support  of  three  or 
four  townes  on  the  north  of  Wisbech,  whereof  I  shall 
speak  anon. 

For  the  niainteoance  of  this  river  and  outfall  there 
have  becD  divers  good  laws  made,  namely,  one  by  com- 
mission exemplifyed  Anno   iG**  H*  6.  commonly  called 
HaUoft's  Commission;  where  the  Commissioners  finding 
in  those  days  the  river  to  silt  up  (for  the  reason  of  the 
tyde  gate  before  spoken  of)  ordained  the  same  river  from      M 
Guyhime  (4   miles  above   Wisbech)   to    be   diked  and      - 
widened  toties  quo  ties  noce  fuerit,     But  your  Lordships 
worthy  predecessor  Morton,  finding  in  his  wisdom  that     ■ 
besides  that  it  was  a  very  chargeable  course  to  his  people 
of  the  hundred  of  Wisbech  once  in  4  or  5  years  to  dike 
this  river,  and  that  notwithstanding  this  dikeing  of  the 
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river,  the  oatfail  below  to  the  seaward  nevertheless  de- 
cayed ;  and  that  without  a  great  head  of  fresh  waters  to 
scower  both  the  river  and  the  oatfail,  all  woald  be  lost, 
took  a  part  of  Hercules'  laboar  a|>on  him,  and  by  his 
fxample  strove  to  bring  in  great  abundance  of  fresh 
waters  by  divers  courses  out  of  the  feons,  to  maintain 
ihis  channell,  namely,  the  river  of  Neane  and  Welande 
by  Sontheae,  the  river  of  Great  Cross  or  Plantwater  from 
the  united  branches  of  Neane  and  Ouze,  descending  by 
Beawick»  but  principally  by  makeing  this  worthy  work 
of  the  New  Leame  of  14  miles  long  between  the  two  former 
rivers,  partly  to  convey  Neane  from  Standground  more 
speedily  to  his  outfall,  by  keeping  it  from  overflowing 
the  body  of  the  fenns  through  the  Meares,  but  especially 
to  maintaine  Wisbech  River  and  outfall ;  and  such  de- 
light took  he  therein,  as  at  Guyhime,  where  all  these 
waiters  met,  he  built  a  tower  of  brick,  whereof  part 
ftandeth  to  this  day,  and  tile  place  called  the  Tower- 
House;  and  up  into  that  tower  would  he  often  go  to 
oversee  and  set  out  these  works. 

These  watercourses  thus  being  all  united  at  Guyhime, 
he  provided  that  between  their  first  entrance  towards  the 
sea  and  Wisbech  towne  there  should  be  a  large  and  spa- 
cious place  of  receipt  (im banked  on  both  sides)  for  these 
waters  to  gather  an  head  upon,  while  the  tide  was  flowing 
through  Wisbech  towne,  to  stop  the  tide  and  scower  the 
channell;  this  place  was  called  The  Mouth,  which  name 
it  still  retaineth  to  this  day :  and  so  confident  was  he  of 
the  good  success  thereof,  as  he  adventured  in  two  places 
within  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  below  Wisbech, 
to  cutt  through  the  sea  bank,  and  make  open  passage  for 
these  waters  by  a  straiter  course  to  the  sea,  cutting  down 
these  banks  and  defences  of  the  countrey,  which  within 
50  years  before  by  law  had  been  ordained  under  great 
payne  to  be  made  50  foot  high. 

Then  were  Wisbech  Fenns  by  this  doing  made  good 
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sheep  pastures ;  then  was  the  fall  of  the  waters  In  Wis- 
bech so  great,  as  no  man  would  adventure  under  the 
bridge  with  a  boat  but  by  veering  through,  &c. 

But  succedeing  ages  neglecting  these  good  provisions, 
have  thereby  lost  this  beneBt,  and  the  town  at  this  day 
nothing  willing  have  for  some  yeares  past  striven  to  avoid 
the  charge;  one  while  saying  they  cared  not  if  it  were  a 
dry  towne,  another  while  by  thinking  to  keep  it  as  a 
standing  pool,  another  while  enforceing  the  makeing  of 
a  sluice  between  the  towne  and  the  sea^  that  the  tide 
should  not  silt  up  the  river,  saying  that  otherwise  the 
charge  of  dikeing  the  river  would  be  but  cast  away,  and 
to  the  charge  of  this  sluice  they  would  call  in  the  high 
countrey  people,  such  as  they  know  will  not  easily  ))e 
brought  to  it,  that  so  nothing  might  be  done*  These 
oppositions  have  hindred  the  whole  course  of  proceeding 
in  these  parts,  and  what  the  success  will  be  I  know  not; 
but  I  referr  you  to  the  Report  of  Sir  Clement  Edmonds, 
made  to  the  lords  of  the  council!,  what  his  opinion  is 
herein.  But  for  my  own  opinion,  I  dare  boldly  say,  that 
were  there  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  again  another  Bishop 
Moreton,  the  countrey  might  well  be  regained  by  such 
means  as  nbight  be  easily  sett  downe. 

That  Clows  Cross  River  will  do  much  good  to  the 
fenns  it  bath  been  said  before ;  and  that  it  will  help  the 
outfall  of  Wisbech  to  a  channel  all  men  agree;  nay, 
without  it,  most  men  think,  the  outfall  in  a  very  short 
time  will  be  utterly  lost,  do  Wisbech  what  they  can; 
and  at  this  day  there  be  some  projects  on  foot,  only  by 
Clows  Cross  outfall  to  recover  Wisbech  and  the  inlands 
now  so  much  distressed. 
Tbe  new  tract  There  was  below  Wisbech,  in  winter  last,  a  new  tract 
Gotnk  ^""^  ^^*»  almost  two  miles  long,  beginning  at  the  Four  Gotes 
and  so  down  to  the  seaward,  as  an  essay  to  prove  that 
the  river  of  Wisbech  (which  being  from  Wisbech  to  the 
Four  Gotes  of  reasonable  depth,  but  presently  below 
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very  shallow)  would  take  the  course  through  this  new 
tract,  and  thereby,  as  by  a  nearer  passage,  scower  the 
outfalU  and  withall  yield  some  help  to  the  drowned  in- 
lands. But  by  reason  this  tract  was  over  narrow  and 
could  not  thereby  be  made  so  deep  as  the  water  of  the 
river  could  pass  into  it,  the  charge  was  adjudged  lost. 
Notwithstanding,  by  an  order  made  at  Wisbech  the  l6th 
day  of  March  last,  it  was  ordayned  that  the  first  under- 
takers should  enlarge  the  said  tract  to  40  foot  wide  and 
of  depth  sufficient,  and  then  by  a  strong  dam  made  in 
•  the  old  channel  of  Wisbech  River,  to  enforce  the  water  to 
take  into  the  new  tract,  which  they  yielded  to  do ;  and 
for  this  doing  there  was  120/.  appoynted,  viz*,  Wis- 
beysh  countrey  to  pay  40/.,  the  high  countries  40/.,  and 
the  countrey  of  Marshland  40/.,  upon  a  suggestion  that 
by  carrying  off  the  waters  of  Wisbech  River  by  this  new 
tract  further  off  from  Marshland,  the  charge  of  their* 
bank  would  be  the  less,  and  the  countrey  better  secured.  * 
But  I  fear  me  this  will  not  be  done,  and  if  it  be,  it  will 
hardly  continue. 

There  is  another  principal  river  called  Great  Cross  or  Great  Crosa. ^r 
Plantwater,  which  would  help  yet  much  to  the  bettering  *"^* 
of  Wisbech  River,  and  the  charge  of  dikeing  and  scower- 
ing  the  same  well  known  to  whom  it  belongeth.  This 
Plantwater  is  a  branch,  or  rather  the  body  of  Neane 
and  Ouze  united,  whereof  so  much  of  Ouze  as  falleth  in 
at  Erith  Bridge  by  the  channell  called  the  Westwater, 
passeth  on  the  west  of  the  Isle  by  Somersham  Bank  to 
Chatteris  Ferry,  and  so  to  Beuwick,  antiently  bringing 
with  it  great  store  of  water,  where  meeting  with  Neane 
from  Ramsey  out  of  the  Meares,  so  pass  by  Dodding- 
ton,  till  they  come  above  Marsh  more  than  a  mile ;  and 
there,  at  a  place  called  Great  Cross,  the  greatest  part  of 
the  water  in  old  time  fell  in,  and  took  a  course  to  Guy- 
bime^  and  so  to  Wisbech.  This  river  of  itself  were 
sufficient  to  maintaine  Wisbech  River  (notwithstanding 
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Clowt  Cross  River  runtimg)^  if  it  were  rightly  pursued  j 
IjuL  at  lliis  day  it  is  much  tieglectcd,  and  Ihe  Wesl  water 
more  than  ihis^  whereby  the  coutiirt^y  adjoyning  heiog  ■ 
much  hindred^  besidt^s  a  greater  misriieif,  which  is,  the 
ihrusllog  of  the  whole  tudy  of  Ouze  duwne  towards*  Ely 
a  far  further  course,  whereof  1  sh;ill  speak  whuu  I  cojue 
to  Ouze*  So  as  to  conclude,  uotwithsLaudiiig  Clows 
Cross  should  run.  there  be  five  ur  six  strenms  to  help 
Wisbech  Kiver  with  water,  viz,  the  New  Leame,  Up- 
staveo  Eae  (a  fair  watercourse).  Great  Cross  or  Plant- 
water*  Aldersea  Dyke,  and  Elme  River  and  the  Leame; 
and  not  one  of  these  good  at  this  day.  The  defect  grow- 
ing still  by  reason  of  the  charge,  and  principally  of 
Wisbech  Rivers  tjot  dikeing.  In  whose  dLfauU,  not 
only  the  New  Lea  me,  but  all  the  forenauicd  waters  turue 
away  fjom  Wisbech,  and  falliug  by  Marsh  to  Wetl^ 
empty  themselves  at  Salter's  Load  iotu  the  Ouze,  and  so 
lo  the  Sea  by  Lynn ;  thereby  much  endangering  the 
banki  of  the  country  of  Marshland  on  the  east  side 
thereof. 

Touching  the  sluice  to  be  sett  in  \N'isbech  River,  at  a 
place  a  little  below  the  tow  ne  called  the  Horshoe,  there 
have  been  many  consultations  aud  much  debate :  first* 
for  the  necessity  thereof,  then  for  the  feazableness,  then 
for  the  place,  but  princijialiy  for  the  charge,  and  divers 
letters  procured  from  the  lords  of  the  council  about  it* 
But  Wisbech  men  at  last  agreeing  to  have  it  done,  call 
into  charge  the  high  countries,  by  way  of  contribution, 
by  reason  it  is  a  new  work,  and  they  alone  not  to  be 
charged  therewith,  &c.  The  high  countries,  although 
they  seemed  at  first  forward  to  have  it  done,  yet  now 
seeing  the  event  and  tliem selves  like  to  be  charged^ 
began  to  make  some  doubt  whether  it  were  necessary  to 
have  a  sluice  or  no  there,  till  the  river  be  diked,  but 
would  defer  the  makeing  of  it  till  the  success  of  the 
dikeing  were  seen,  and  then,  if  need  require,  they  would 
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coDtributei  &c.  But  the  countrey  of  Wisbech  avoncfa- 
ing  that  their  labour  will  be  lost  ia  dykeing  without  a 
sluice,  insist  upon  it  to  have  bo#h  the  sluice  and  the 
dykeiog  to  go  in  hand  together. 

What  the  event  will  be  is  yet  unccrtaine ;  I  think  ve- 
rily if  some  may  have  their  minds,  neither  will  be  done, 
and  so  the  charges  shall  be  saved  of  all  hands ;  and  were 
it  not  more  to  drayne  the  inlands  than  the  fenns,  little 
forctf  would  be  made  of  Wisbech  River:  but  by  reason 
of  the  decay  of  Wisbech  Outfall  the  1300()  or  14000  acres 
of  inland  grounds,  whereof  I  spake  before,  being  the  sup-  if]^^^  ^^, 
port  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  Hundred  of  Wisbech,  lye  jj'^*"?  *J^«"*y 
most  pitifully  drowned :  who  having  of  old  time  while  medy  projected 
the  outfall  was  good,  founded  upon  that  outfall  divers  for  all  these 
great  sluices,  now  called  the  Four  Gotes,  and  with  great  t^fiSJle^^onw 
charee  in  banks  and  sewers  brought  their  waters  thither,  paid;  but  by 

^  .  the  perfidioos- 

the  outfall  now  is  so  silted  up  as  they  can  by  no*  means  nessof  someof 
draine  thereby;  and  being  forced  hereupon  to  seek  des-  igi^n^cted),* 

Derate  remedies,  have  at  this  lime  cast  a  ereat'^dam  in  it  is  now  either 
■     ^  '  ...  overthroirn  or 

Wisbech  River  hard  by  the  towne  side,  diverting  the  anhappily  de- 
body  of  the  river  by  an  indirect  course  to  run  back  into  *^' 
the  Isle  againe^  while  in  the  mean  lime  the  waters  of  the 
inlands  at  the  Four  Gotes  run  and  feebly  supply  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river  4  miles  below  the  towne  :  some  colour- 
ably  pretending  the  dam  there  is  sett  to  be  because  I  hey 
mean  to  dyke  a  part  of  the  river  below,  between  the  Dam, 
and  the  Horshoe. 

Of  this  dam  the  Sea  will  make  advantage  (if  it  stand 
a  while)  by  silting  up  the  channel  from  this  dai7i  *o 
the  Four  Gotes,  which  is  4  miles  ;  which  would  be  "  -. 
seen. 

There  is  yet  another  branch  which  helpeth  well  to  the  -imeRirer, 
outfall  of  Wisbech   Kivcr,  culled  Elme  River  and   the 
Leame,  which  takelh   his  head  from   a  very  fair  river  a 
mile  and   more    below    Marsh    Bridge,   and  so  cometh 
through  the  fenns  towards  Coldham,  and  thence  by  Elme 
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to  Wisbech.  By  this  stream  backward  now  ruaneth 
Wisbech  Water  into  the  Isle.  By  a  late  order  made  at 
Wisbech  the  l6th  of  March  last,  this  watercourse  for  the 
bettering  of  Wisbech  Outfall  was  ordayned  to  be  diked 
and  cleansed  before  the  end  of  May,  as  I  remember;  bat 
now  through  the  abundance  of  waters  turned  into  it 
from  Wisbech,  it  is  not  like  to  be  done  'till  afterwards, 
if  at  all. 
^^^  It  resteth  now  to  speak  something  of  the  river  of  Ouze ; 

This  river  is  the  most  famous  in  this  description,  and  hath 
his  original  head  under  Sisam,  in  North'onshire,  54  miles 
from  Erith  Bridge,  at  which  place  it  first  touchetb  the 
Isle  of  Ely ;  it  falleth  by  Brackley,  Bcukingham,  New- 
port Pagnell,  Bedford,  Huntington,  and  St.  Ives  to  Erith, 
and  bringeth  waters  with  it  out  of  many  countries ;  it 
consisteth  of  5  fair  rivers,  besides  brooks  and  rills  of  many 
heads.' 

This  river  of  Ouze  then  being  come  to  Erith,  there 
dividelh  itself  into  two  branches ;  whereof  the  first  falling 
in  at  Erith  Bridge,  is  called  the  Westwater,  of  which  I 
erewbile  spake ;  which  passing  by  Somersham  to  Chat- 
teris, and  so  to  Beuwick,  upon  the  confines  of  Hunting- 
tonshire  and  the  Isle,  there  meetelh  with  a  part  of  Neane« 
descending  under  Horsey  Bridge  through  the  Meares  to 
Beuwick  :  these  two  in  one  united  course,  taking  in 
Whittlesea  Dyke  by  the  way,  came  (as  before  is  said)  to 
Great  Cross;  at  which  place  the  greatest  part  took  towards 
Wisbech,  and  the  rest  under  Maich  Bridge  to  Well,  and 
thence  to  Salter's  Load,  and  so  to  Lynn. 

This  branch  of  Ouze  is  utterly  decayed  from  Erith  to 
Beuwick;  and  albeit  there  have  been  divers  consulta- 
tions, and  the  business  much  insisted  upon  by  great 
persons  whom  it  much  concerned  to  have  it  opened  (as 
it  was  conceived)  inferring  the  necessity  thereof  for  the 
ease  of  Ouze  falling  towards  Ely,  besides  some  opposilioa 
made  by  the  Governor,  whose  estate  in  the  fenns  it  touched 
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moch :  in  conclasion,  the  charge  of  the  dikeing  and 
cleansing  merely  stayed  it,  though  the  countrey  (as  some 
sayd)  would  have  done  gratis  a  great  charge  therein, 
which  belonged  to  the  king  to  do. 

From  the  upper  part  of  this  river,  a  mile  or  more  below  Satton  Load. 
Erith  Bridge,  there  fell  forth  a  branch  called  Sutton  Load, 
passing  eastward  by  Sutton  in  the  Isle»  and  thence  by  the 
edge  of  the  Highlands  and  the  fenns  to  Downham  Park, 
and  so  by  CamoU  Load  to  Littleport,  and  so  into  the 
Ouse  at  Littleport  Chaire. 

When  the  cleanseing  of  the  Westwater  could  not  be 
obtained,  this  branch  by  a  late  law  was  ordayned  to  be 
opened  for  the  consideration  aforesaid ;  but  for  that  it 
could  not  be  well  brought  to  any  convenient  outfall,  but 
was  likely  to  do  much  hurt  by  the  way  in  a  long  tract, 
and  would  besides  more  weaken  the  passage  of  the  West- 
.  water  by  takeing  away  the  head  of  the  water,  which 
would  help  to  maintaine  the  whole  passage,  and  utterly 
overthrow  all  navigation  that  way,  it  was  by  letters  pro- 
cured from  the  Lords  of  the  Council  stayed,  and  so 
nothing  done  therein. 

In  my  opinion,  this  branch  (as  many  other  more  in  the 
Isle)  served  rather  for  the  people  of  the  parts  adjacent  by 
boat  to  fetch  and  carry  their  fenny  commodities  and 
other  necessary  provisions  for  their  maintenance,  and  not 
merely  for  a  sewer,  the  course  being  no  way  answerable 
for  it;  and  as  by  divers  other  cross  dykes  in  these  parts, 
as  Capload,  Ouzedike,  Shakepoke  Load,  8cc.  may  well  be 
scene ;  who,  though  in  some  place  or  other  they  pass  into 
a  greater  stream,  yet  can  they  not  be  sayd  properly  to  be 
draynes  or  sewers  to  drayne  the  fenns. 

The  second  branch  of  Ouze,  or  rather  (as  the  case  now 
standeth)  the  whole  body  passeth  now  from  Erith  Bridge 
towards  Awdrey  Causey,  upon  the  confines  of  the  Isle  of 
Ely  and  Cambridgeshire,  and  is  for  the  most  part  thereof 
on  either  side  defended  with  banks  :  upon  the  north  side 
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there  lye  Girtaiiie  meaduws  iti  nalures  called  the  Delfes, 
belonging  to  ihe  Lordship  of  Haddeuhau),  which  yel 
sometimes  upon  some  outrage  of  landHouds^  by  breaking 
of  the  banks,  be  oveiflown  :  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ouze 
lye  divers  rich  grounds,  the  most  w  liereof  from  Overcote 
to  Awdrey  Causey  be  imbanked  of  late,  especially  ibose 
of  VV^yveUngham.  Against  these  banks  there  have  been 
many  grevious  complaints  made  by  the  countrey  for  5  or 
0  miles  above,  inferring  that  where  the  w^aters  formerly 
in  times  of  inundatioos  aud  landflouda  had  their  passage 
over  the  whole  face  of  the  soyle  for  4  or  5  miles  space, 
t)y  means  whereof  the  floud  speedily  passed  away  with  - 
little  hurt  doing  ;  now  by  reason  of  these  banks,  the  wa-  | 
lers  being  restrayned  to  the  body  of  the  river^  and  some 
small  space  of  foreland  within  which  it  is  limit  ted,  not 
only  eauseth  the  floud  to  rise  far  higher  upon  the  high 
lands  than  it  was  wont^  doing  thereby  exceeding  much 
harm,  but  also  slayeth  a  far  longer  tiure  ere  it  cao  get  J 
away  (a  mischief  as  ill  as  the  other)*  Another  matter 
there  was,  that  iu  wiuler  time,  upon  some  great  down- 
fall, there  coming  sou»e  water  from  off  the  high  iand«^ 
and  home  by  means  of  springs  and  other  ousie  placea 
falling  down  by  Over  and  Wyveliugbam,  had  passage 
to  U'y velingham  Meare,  and  by  divers  other  tracts  fell 
to  Awdrey  Causey ,  and  so  passed  away  ;  now  by  reason 
of  the  new  erected  banks,  especially  a  bank  called 
Bathing  Bank,  these  waters  are  wholly  dtbiirred  their 
passage,  &,c. 

To  appease  this  clamour  the  Commissioners  made  a 
view  about  Whilsontide  last  of  these  places,  and  as  it  w  as 
thought,  found  that  there  was  not  so  much  cause  of 
clamour  as  the  countiey  made  far  uff:  notwithstanding 
the  couiitrey  stood  much  upon  it,  and  offered  to  prove 
that  besides  the  passage  of  the  waters  which  they  used 
to  have  over  the  face  of  the  soyle  in  time  of  flouds,  there 
were  certain  diayns  andsewers  within  the  inclosed  grounds^ 


whereof  some  passed  througb  the  midst  of  the  grounds 
imbaoked^  this  coald  not  then  be  well  proved :  neverthe- 
less the  owners  of  the  grounds  imbanked,  lo  give  the 
conntrey  satisfaction,  voluntarily  oiiered  to  make  the 
couDtrey  a  drayne  within  the  imbanked  grounds^  by  the 
one  side' thereof,  to  pass  the  waters,  when  need  was. 

But  the  countrey  still  exclay meing  against  this  Bathing 
Bank  especially,  theCommissioners in  general,  by  aselected 
company  of  committees,  the  second  time  viewed  the  whole 
tract ;  and  where  in  some  places  of  the  way  they  could 
find  any  low  or  hollow  place  which  might  seem  in  times 
past  to  have  been  a  sewer  or  watercourse,  divers  of  the 
committees  for  their  better  information  did  follow  every 
such  tract,  to  see  if  they  could  find  the  fall  thereof  into 
any  maine  streame  or  watercourse  serving  for  the  drayn- 
iog  of  the  fenns  or  low  parts  there ;  but  generally  they 
found  that  all  those  tracts  ended  either  in  some  pool  or 
pitt,  or  upon  the  plain  ground:  yet  to  satisfy  the  countrey^ 
they  made  an  order  that  the  lords  and  tenants  of  Wy  ve- 
lingham  should  speedily  perfect  the  new  drayne  through 
(he  bounds  of  the  said  mannor,  according  to  their  late 
voluntary  offer,  and  the  Commissioners  decree,  makeing  the 
same  4  foot  deep  at  the  least.  How  this  will  stand  I  know 
not,  but  verily  there  were  that  observed  some  defects  on 
both  parts;  one  over  violently  enforceing,  the  other  too 
vehemently  insisting,  parcius  ista  lamen,  the  quarrel,  [ 
doubt,  isnot  yet  ended, norwillbe,!  fear,  till  some  passions 
be  better  qualified :  once  pity  it  is,  the  countrey  in  general 
should  be  so  much  hurt  as  they  complaine  they  arc  for 
any  private  respect;  and  again  as  much  pity  it  is  to  see 
grounds  of  that  nature^  and  so  well  quality'd,  to  be 
through  faction  overthrown. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  river  nigh  Wyvelyngham  Cofe,  Maregoie. 
there  is  a  shew  of  a  bank  of  Ouze  called  Margozes^ 
Calling  iuto  the  meadows  and  field  skirts  of  Haddenham 
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to  the  high  land  ward^  and  so  continueing  a  course  of  4 
miles,  for  the  most  part  passing  between  the  low  grounds 
and  the  fields^  fell  again  into  the  Ouze  about  a  plaqe 
called  Wilburton  Lazar. 

Some  urged  the  opening  of  this,  as  a  slaker  to  ease 
Ouze ;  but  sure  much  harm  would  thereof  follow  :  it  is 
conceived  (and  that  is  also  my  opinion)  it  was  rather 
ordayned  to  take  in  fresh  water  out  of  the  river  in  dry 
seasons  out  of  the  grounds  by  which  it  passed,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  had  :  yet  upon  the  general  view, 
it  was  found  to  be  an  antient  drayne^  but  not  appoynted 
to  be  opened. 

From  Awdrey  Causey  Ouze  passeth  down  with  a  fair 
course  towards  Stretham,  where  again  by  reason  of  some 
new  works  inlended^  complaints  grew  on  the  tenants 
parts,  and  the  works  were  stood  upon  on  the  lord's  part, 
either  of  them  having  their  private  ends  ;  but  it  wcipt  on 
the  lord's  side. 

Thence  passeth  the  river  to  Harrimore,  and  a  little 
above  the  chapel  it  meeteth  with  the  river  Grants  from 
Cambridge,  who  there  loseing  his  name,  passeth  with 
Ouze  to  Ely. 

In  this  tract  there  have  been  divers  new  works  pro- 
jected, as  namely  for  opening  the  passage  from  the 
inlett  of  Cowload  Fenn  into  Sellowes,  and  the  cutting 
over  of  a  river  from  Harrimoreward  towards  Stuntney 
through  a  small  peice  of  Ely  Common,  suggested  for  tt^e 
readier  passage  of  the  water  in  regard  of  the  straitness  of 
the  tract;  this  seemed  to  some  to  savour  of  a  private  end, 
joyned  with  a  little  stomach  of  revenge. 

The  ground  where  through  it  should  have  been  cut  is 
but  narrow,  and  hath  on  the  east  side  Stuntney  River,  on 
the  west  side  the  main  body  of  Ouze  and  Grant  united ; 
and  if  another  river  should  have  been  cutt  between  these 
two,  as  was  proposed,  in  some  places  one  of  these  rivers 
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would  have  been  within  a  furlong  or  little  more  of  the 
other ;  a  great  spoyle  to  the  ground^  cumbersome  for  use 
and  dangerous  for  cattel. 

From  Ely  the  Ouze  passeth  towards  Littleport  in  a 
most  crooked  course,  makeing  a  tract  of  10  miles  long 
by  water^  whereas  by  land.it  is  accounted  but  S. 

For  remedy  of  this,  about  8  years  since  there  was  a  TheNewCutt. 
course  projected  to  cutt  a  strait  river,  beginning  a  little 
above  a  place  in  the  river  called  Ely  Hards,  and  so  pass- 
ing Jineright  over  the  soyle  to  fall  in  again  a  little  from 
Littleport  Chaire,  having  made  a  course  of  more  than 
two  miles.  This  river  was  begun,  and  above  1000/.  be- 
stowed in  it,  and  was  of  special  use  for  two  ends ;  one 
for  the  readier  passage  of  the  water,  the  other  for  the 
speedier  passage  in  regard  of  navigation ;  which  by  the 
old  tract  of  the  river  was  long  and  laborious.  But  it  be« 
iog  a  new  work,  and  not  very  well  approved  of  by  some 
of  the  better  sort  about  Ely,  and  prosecuted  besides  with 
some  rigour'  upon  the  poor  commons  of  the  conn  trey, 
there  was  means  made  to  stay  the  proceeding  thereof; 
more^  as  was  thought,  of  mislike  of  the  persons  that  pur- 
sued it,  than  of  the  work  itself. 

And  whereas  near  unto  this  new  cutt  (as  they  call  it) 
there  was  an  old  sewer  leading  the  same  way  that  the 
new  did  (but  nothing  of  so  good  use),  called  the  Delfe  or 
PiEulnal  Lake,  which  was  to  be  kept  and  maintayned  by 
the  towues  of  Ely  and  Littleport,  whereof  the  said  townes 
should  have  been  discharged  if  the  new  cutt  had  gone 
forward.  The  Commissioners  have  of  late  (since  the  sur- 
ceaseing  of  the  said  new  cult)  often  moved  to  have  it 
proceeded  in ;  but,  as  in  all  other  works  of  that  kind,  it 
slicketh  upon  the  charge.  Yet  in  summer  last  it  was 
ordayned,  that  either  the  new  sewer  there  from  Padnall 
Lake's  end  downward  to  the  river,  or  else  the  said  old 
drayne  should  be  dyked,  hafifed  and  cleansed,  to  the  full 
breadth  of  20  foot  and  depth  of  4  foot,  at  the  choice  of 
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them  of  Ely  and  Litlleport*  But  io  dkdain  of  the  new, 
with  one  voice  ihey  all  agreed  to  do  the  old  drayne, 
ihfiugh  ii  be  no  whit  so  bcnrficial  in  my  judgement  as 
the  new,  and  the  new  finished  perhaps  with  as  small 
charge  to  them  as  the  old. 
The  Hardi.  In  this  tract  of  the  Ouze  there  have  been  great  de- 

bates ;  somej  and  the  most  part,  strongly  enforceing  the 
opening  of  ihe  river  in  all  strait  places,  and  the  remov- 
ing of  such  sandbeds,  grnvells  aod  wares,  with  olher  im- 
pediments ad  are  great  letls  to  the  drayneing  of  the 
grounds  (which  cannot  be  deoyed)  ;  others  again  defend- 
ing the  same,  saying  that  those  stops  in  the  river  for  the 
holding  up  the  water  must  necessarily  be  maintained  for 
preservation  of  navigation,  especially  to  the  university 
and  towne  of  Cambridge-  And  among  those  to  Hunt- 
ington, the  I2lh  of  August  last,  at  the  General!  Session 
of  Sewers  there  holdcn,  came  D*  Richardson,  then  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  the  University,  and  in  a  speech  made  in 
the  open  court,  desired  that  there  might  be  due  con- 
sideration of  this  matter  at  all  times  had.  Some  others 
likewise  have  seemed  to  affirme,  that  these  stops  were 
purposely  layd  for  that  consideration  of  holdifjg  up  the 
water  for  navigation  sake  j  and  how  these  two  differences, 
one  of  drayneing  the  countrcy,  the  other  of  navigation^ 
might  stand  together,  it  was  thought  a  hard  matter  to 
determine,  But  if  we  look  into  the  benefit  which  the 
commonwealth  receivelh  by  these,  I  think  it  will  be 
easily  confess*ed  that  the  drayneing  of  so  many  thousand 
acres,  especially  such  as  lye  so  nigh  to  the  uplands  of 
Suffolk,  Cambridge  and  Huntington,  where  want  of  hay 
and  fodder  is,  far  exceedeth  the  olher  of  navigation.  The 
greatest  defect  whereof  in  the  river  beginneth  not  till  it 
come  almostlo  Ely  towne,  where  there  is  a  place  very  shal- 
low, called  The  Hardsi,  being  about  a  furlong  in  length, 
and  half  a  furlong  broad,  or  more;  ibe  river  both  above 
and  below  being  of  a  sufficient  depth  :  this  I  take  to  be 
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the  natoral  soyle  consisting  of  gravel!  and  other  matter 
that  will  not  so  easily  be  wome  away  by  the  water'iislow 
passing  over  thein,  as  other  places  of  more  tender  matter 
and  where  the  current  runneth  swifter :  but  by  the  help  of 
the  spade  this  may  be  easily  made  of  sufficient  depth  with 
the  rest;  and  as  they  now  be^  in  my  opinion,  it  is  an 
error  to  think  that  £iy  Hards  do  hold  up  any  water  for 
the  bettering  of  navigation ;  my  reason  is,  for  considering 
always  there  is  water  sufficient  for  lighters  and  flat  bot- 
tomed boats  to  pass  laden,  and  that  the  body  of  the 
water  of  these  Hards  is  more  than  double  the  ordinary 
breadth  of  the  rest  of  the  same  river  there  about  it,  it 
cannot  be  but  it  uttereth  as  much  water  in  the  common 
and  ordinary  course  asthe  rest  of  the  river  there  about 
doth ;  so  as  it  may  in  a  word  be  sayd  they  stop  no  water, 
for  what  they  want  in  depth  they  have  in  breadth. 

The  next  lett  is  in  Ely  towne,  where  the  channel  is  of. 
gravel  as  before^  and  may  by  the  like  means  be  helped,  ^ 

the  tract  being  very  short:  but  if  this  be  misliked  in 
regard  of  the  charge,  or  admitting  it  be  true  that  it  hold- 
eth  up  water,  there  is  then  another  course  in  a  softer 
soyle  hard  by  on  the  back  of  certain  holts  there  called 
Babylon,  which  will  afford  passage  at  all  times  with  a 
small  help,  if  the  head  thereof  be  opened  a  little  below 
Ely  Bridge. 

The  third  stop  is  in  the  very  mouth  of  Grant,  being 
only  a  bed  of  gravcll  and  sand,  which  the  river  of  Ouze 
at  his  meeting  with  Grant  strongly  casteth  up,  and  the 
river  of  Grant  being  the  weaker  streame  feebly  resisteth; 
a  matter  not  worth  the  speaking  of:  and  from  this  place 
till  men  come  past  Clayhive  towards  Cambridge,  no  lett 
for  depth  of  the  river  in  the  channel  at  all ;  but  between 
Clayhive  and  Cambridge  there  be  certain  sand  beds  and 
shallows  in  the  river,  which  if  they  be  removed  the  pas- 
sage would  be  the  worse^  by  means  the  water  which  is 
limitted  by  the  going  or  not  going  of  the  mill  would  when 
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the  mill  sUind^i  fall  so  fast  away  as  ihere  would  not  b< 
any  store  sufficient  for  navigntion  ;  so  as  the  defect  is  in 
the  want  of  water  from  Cambridge  ;  which  though  these 
gravells  hold  up  what  they  can,  except  the  mills  go,  none 
but  small  boats  can  pass  :  and  silh  the  water  of  Cam- 
brid|;e  River  cannot  any  way  be  increased  by  adding  of 
more,  men  must  fashion  their  vessels  to  the  water,  and 
not  the  water  to  every  vessel. 

The  other  stops  which  be  in  Ouze  from  Harrimore  op- 
wards  towards  SL  Ives,  especially  those  about  Stretham 
(which  of  all  other  are  the  worst)  be  gravells  made  over 
the  river  of  sett  purpose  by  cart  to  fetch  their  fodder  and 
hay  out  of  the  fenns  :  these  gravells  being  3  or  4  in 
number,  do  great  harme  to  the  drayneing,  and  cannot  be 
said  to  be  any  thing  beneficial  to  the  navigation,  as  was 
before  said  of  Ely  Hards,  considering  that  here  the  Ouze 
continually  affordeth  such  store  of  water  as  there  never 
wanteth  sufficient ;  so  as  in  conclusion,  the  defect  for 
navigation  in  Grant  is  from  the  head,  which  cannot  be 
augmented  ;  but  the  whole  way  of  Ouze  from  Sl  Ives  to 
Liltleport  may  be  made  deeper,  and  never  want  water, 
when  the  way  of  Grant,  nigh  Cambridge,  will  want,  do 
do  men  what  ibey  can. 

Many  have  talked  of  navigable  sluices,  and  divers  were 
appoynled  to  be  made,  in  my  Lord  Popbanrs  project  of 
general  drayning,  which  proceeded  not :  and  in  a  consult- 
ation of  the  L.  L.  Committees,  had  in  Michaelmas 
terme  last,  about  the  preservation  of  navigation,  their 
Lordships  being  informed  that  these  slops  in  the  river  of 
Ouze  were  special  means  to  preserve  navigation,  in  their 
judgements  rather  yielded  that  the  counLrey  should  make 
navigable  sluices  than  so  much  good  ground  for  preserv- 
ing navigation  should  be  lost:  which  sluices,  sith  they  be 
like  to  be  of  great  charge,  and  the  countrey  but  poor  to  I 
undergo  it,  I  think  it  will  stay  in  the  execution :  and  for 
my  own  judgment,   I  am  verily  of  opinion  that  the  re- 
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moveiog  of  the  2  Hards  only  about  Ely  can  never  hinder 
Davigaiion,  in  respect  of  the  great  following  heads  of 
water  in  Ooze,  which  never  will  faile>  and  may  be  much 
holpen  by  flowing  up  of  the  tyde  from  Lynn,  especially 
if  the  new  cutt  before  spoken  between  Ely  and  Littleport 
were  well  opened. 

From  below  these  Hards  to  Lynn,  where  Ouze  hath  his 
outfall,  there  never  wanteth  sufficient  water  for  naviga- 
tion, but  there  is  very  often  too  much,  proceeding  from 
two  cauaes ;  one  is,  the  River  of  Ouze  itself  bringing  with 
ii  waters  out  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Caml^idgeshire,  Essex, 
Hertfordshire,  Bedfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Oxford- 
shire^ and  Northamptonshire,  cannot  but  afford  great 
plenty  of  itself ;  another  reason  is  that  in  respect  of  the 
decay  of  the  2  outfalls  of  Welande  and  Neane,  most  of 
their  waters  follow  this  stream,  and  forsakeing  their  own 
channels  by  many  miles  labour  to  fall  into  Ouze;  so  as 
when  the  face  of  the  Isle  is  covered  wholly  with  waters, 
which  often  happeneth,  they  have  almost  iko  way  to  pass, 
but  by  Ooze ;  thereby  so  overchargeing  his  channel,  that 
not  only  the  grounds  adjoyning  for  many  miles  together 
be  made  rather  seas  than  lands,  but  the  defensive  banks 
of  Marshland,  by  which  they  pass,  be  thereby  so  rent  and 
tome,  and  the  bottoms  thereof  so  undermined  and  shaken, 
as  the  people  of  those  parts  thereof  most  greviously  com- 
plaine,  and  by  their  petitions  to  the  L.  L.  prayed  that 
if  the  high  coontrey  waters,  which  in  default  of  their 
proper  outfalls  unduly  thither  comeing,  oppressed  them, 
could  not  be  restrained  from  them,  that  then  the  high 
countries  should  contribute  with  them  towards  the  great 
charge  of  their  banks  sustaineing,  which  the  L.  L.  thought 
bat  just. 

Another  reason,  partly  growing  from  the  former,  is 
this ;  the  abundance  of  fresh  waters  makeing  their  pas- 
sage by  this  course  give  the  Sea  a  more  spatious  inlett ; 
the  one  as  it  were  prepareing  the  way,  and  the  other 
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maintaining  it  with  maeh  increase.     Hence  it  cometh 
that  wherein  former  ages  (as  bj  good  records  appeare) 
the  channel  of  Lynn  Haven  was  not  above  7  Or  8  poles 
broad>  now  (notwithstanding  some  peers  or  jetties  within 
the  space  of  30  j'ears  last  made  for  the  restraint  thereoO 
yet  is  it  at  this  day  above  40  poles  wide  in  the  narrowest 
part  thereof.    Of  which  great  excess  it  proceedeth  that 
the  people  of  those  parts  greviously  com  play  neing,  by  a 
petition  exhibited  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council  in  Mi- 
chaelmas Term  last^  desired  that  the  said  Haven  might 
be   straitned,    and   those   other  waters'  unduly   thither 
descending,  turned  to  the  proper  and  antient  outfalls, 
without  which  doing  the  countrey  of  Marshland  would 
not  long  stand.    Whereupon  it  pleased  their  Lordships 
to  grant  them  a  commission  for  that  purpose,  which  » 
hoped  to  proceed  with  good  success^  if  the  greatness  of 
the  charge  hinder  not  the  work. 
Popluun  Load.        There  is  about  Well  a  river  newly  made,  called  Popham 
Load,  of  7  miles  long  and  very  strait;  ordained  at  first 
for  the  ease  of  some  parts  of  the  Isle  as  an  help  to  Well 
River.     But  the  Lord  Popham  dyeing,  and  bis  whole 
project  rejected^  it  was  stopt  up  in  regard  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  banks :  but  within  £  or  3  yeares  after  it  was 
again  pursued  to  be  perfected,  pretending  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  countrey  thereby,  but  intending  a  private  end. 
This  river  being  hotly  pursued,  at  the  first  makeing 
went  on  without  makeing  any  satisfaction  for  the  several 
grounds  which  were  cutt  to  make  it,  or  the  common  by 
which  it  passed  ;    every  man  willing  of  late  to   take 
benefit  thereby,  but  no  man  satisfying  the  law  whereby 
it  was  made,  nor  recompenseing  the  losses  thereby  sus- 
tained. 

Hereupon  Synolphus  Bell,  £sq.  having  much  ground 
adjoyneing  thereby  drowned,  obtained  by  view  of  Com- 
missioners a  law  to  keep  the  upper  doors  thereof  shut,  till 
the  countrey  would  so  fortify  the  banks  as  his  grounds 
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should  not  theiebj  be  hurt.  Herehence  have  grown- 
manj  debates  with  no  little  parts  takeing,  the  couotrey 
complayning  of  the  great  charge  they  bestowed  in  the 
perfecting  thereof  (whereof  now  they  can  take  no  bene- 
fit). And  Mr.  Bell  and  his  friends  strongly  standing 
upon  the  law  and  the  justness  of  his  cause,  that  no  rea- 
son it  ia  that  he  should  not  only  hare  so  much  of  his 
grounds  cutt  away  and  wasted  for  nothing,  but  the  whole 
thereof  otherwise  continually  surroimded  for  default  of 
defensive  banks  to  defend  the  same^  to  be  made  and 
maintained  at  the  country's  charge,  as  by  law  was 
ordained. 

It  is  a  worthy  river  and  well  placed^  and  hath  from 
Well  Towne's  End  to  Salter's  Load  (which  is  little  above 
4  miles)  more  fall  than  there  is  thought  to  be  between 
Pelerbnrgh  and  Well,  which  is  40  miles  and  more,  as  the 
water  cometh. 

This  Load  serveth  exceedingly  well  for  all  Huntmg* 
tcmsbire  side  and  the  West  of  the  Isle,  namely  and 
especially  Chatteris  and  Doddington ;  and  pity  it  is  that 
Ihey  of  Well  be  not  defended,  and  the  higher  part  of  the 
coontrey  of  theur  waters  thereby  eased. 
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No.  XII. 

xm.  LYNN   LAW. 


CAROLUS,  Dei  Gratia,  Angliae,  Scotiae,  Frahci« 
et  Hibernhe  Rex,  fidei  Defensor,  See.  Omnibus 
ad  quos  praesentes  liters  pervenerint,  Salutetn. 

iNsPExiMtJSy  Ordinationes  quasdam  sive  decreta  de 
Le  Sewera  indentat'  per  quosdam  Commissionanos  Bf08- 
iros^  virtnte  Commissionis  nostrie  nuper  ordinat',  ina^at% 
stabilit'  et  decret'  manu  nostra  propria  signat%  in  Can- 
cellar'  nostra  retornat'  et  in  filaciis  ibidem  de  Record' 
residen*,  in  beec  -verba. 

Cabolvs  Rex  a  ceo  assents. 


At  a  Sessions  of  Sewers  at  King's  Lynn  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk^  the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  in  the 
sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign  Lord 
King  Charles^  over  England,  &c.  Touching  the  draining 
of  the  fens  and  low  grounds  within  the  counties  of 
Northampton,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge, 
Huntingdon,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  within  the  limits  of 
this  commission,  holden  in  the  presence  of  the  Right 
Honourable  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford;  and  before  Sir 
Robert  Heath,  Knight,  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General; 
Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and  Baronet ;  Sir  John  Carle- 
ton,  Baronet;  Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Knight  of  the  Bath; 
Sir  John  Cutts^  Sir  John  Peyton,  Sir  John  Bell,  Sir  John 
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Hare,  Sir  John  Polej,  Sir  Thomas  Dereham,  Knights  9 
Doctor  Henry  Batts,  Vice-Chancellor  of  Cambridge; 
Henry  Smith,  Doctor  of  Divinity;  Henry  Cromwell^ 
janior;  Sinolphus  Bell;  John  Percivall,  Mayor  of  the 
town  of  King's  Lynn ;  Francis  Parlett,  Everard  Buck- 
worlli,  Thomas  Edwards,  Edmund  Skipwith,  Hamber- 
stone  March*  Thomas  Dawes,  Andrew  Barrel!,  John 
Oldfield,  Thomas  Dereham,  William  Leak,  Gregory 
Gawaell^  Robert  GawsefU,  Thomas  Drury,  Thomas 
Fincham,  Thomas  Cross,  William  Hobson,  WUliam 
Hay  ward,  George  Glapthome,  Esquires ;  and  others  to 
the  number  of  forty  and  one.  Commissioners  of  SesTers^ 
then  and  there  assembled  by  auti^ority  of  his  Highnesses 
Commission  of  Sewers  to  them  and  others  directed,  it  is 
ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed,  as  folio weth : 

Whereas,  that  ^reat  and  worthy  woric  of  draining  of 
the  fens,  marshes,  and  surronndiog  grounds,  lying  and 
being  within  the  precincts  and  limits  of  the  Commission  , 
of  Sewers,  for  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Lincoln^ 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  and  the  Mt 
of  Ely,  was  first  propounded  in  the  time  of  the  reign  of  a  short  redua 
King  James  of  blessed  memory,  and  in  the  nineteenth  sewJn  made 
year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign,  and  at  the  town  of  tlieJ9UiJ»c. 
Cambcidge,  at  a  general  assembly  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Sewers  there,  for  those  counties,  his  then  Majesty 
having  declared  by  his  royal  letters,  that  he  himself 
would  undertake  the  said  work  at  his  own  charge;  for 
the  satisfaction  of  his  Migesty's  great  expences  in  that 
behalf,  the  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
acres  of  the  said  marsh,  fenny  wastes,  and  surrounded 
grounds,  was,  by  an  act  of  sewers  then  made,  decreed 
to  be  assigned  unto  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  succes- 
•ors,  to  be  allotted  out,  held  and  enjoyed,  in  such  man- 
ner as  by  the  said  act  of  sewers  is  partit;ularly  and  at 
large  expressed ;  but  his  late  Majesty  or  his  now  Ma- 
jesty, by  reason  of  their  other  great  and  more  important 
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recoin  mended 
bf  tin*  King  to 
the  Comujis* 


A  tax  laid  by 
the  amd  Com- 

ocrer|«id. 


A  fecitaT  of  ft 
coDlrnct  (Dode 
witb  Sir  Cor- 
neliuBVeruoy* 


occasioni^  nor  any  other  on   their  beh:jlf,  have  hilherloj 
undertaken  the  said  work  in  hand,  whereby  the  said  actf 
and  all  the  intentions  thereof^  became  hitherto  fm itlessj 
and  void. 

And  whereas  his  now  Majesty,  taking  inlo  bis  princely 
consideration  the  miserable  estate  of  thai  whole  country, 
which  of  late  halh   been  more  surrounded  with  waters^ 
than  ever  in  former  times,  to  the  hazard  of  those  parts 
thereof,  wbich  formerly  yielded  some  profit,  and  lo   ibi 
extreme  danger  of  I  he  persons  and  estates  of  tlie  inhabi 
tants  of  the  places  near  adjoining,  and  of  rendering  tL 
worit  almost  impossible  to  be  done,  if  in  time  the  samtf] 
be  not  undertaken  and  prosecuted  eflectuaily^  hath  seve- 
ral times  recommended  the  same  to  the  special  care  of 
the  Cora  mission  era  of  Sewers. 

And  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  so  gracious  an  intima- 
tion utUo  tbem^  far  their  own  private  and  for  the  pub- 
lick  good,  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  at  a  Sessions  of 
Sewers,  hol^^n  at  Huntingdon,  the  twentieth    day 
January,  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  now  Majesty *s  reign,  fol 
preparation  of  the  said  work,  did  lay  a  tax  of  six  shil- 
lings the  acre  upon  all  and  every  the  said  fenny^  marsi 
waste  and  surrounded  grounds;  to  be  paid  within  a  cer- 
tain lime  then  appointed,  and  now  long  sithence  past^ 
in  the  said  lust  mentioned  act  expressed,  which  tax 
sum  of  six  shillings  the  acre,  nor  any   part  thereof,  wi 
paid  according  to  the  said  act, 

And  whereas,  at  a  Sessions  of  Sewers  holdeo  at  King's 
Lynn,  in  the  said  county  of  Nortblk,  upon  the  first  day 
of  September  now  last  past,  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers  then  and  there  assembled,  being  forly-seven  in 
tiumber,  in  the  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the 
country,  did  contract  with  Sir  Cornelius  Verunyden, 
Knight,  that  he  the  said  Sir  Cornelius  sliould  at  his  own 
charge  undertake  and  perform  the  draining  of  the  said 
marsh,  fenny,  waste  and  surrounded  grounds,  in  sucl^ 
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sort,  as  is  hereafter  in  and  by  these  presents  expressed ; 
aad  thai  he  the  said  Sir  Cornelias^  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
should  for  his  and  their  reconi  pence  have  and  enjoy 
ninety  thousand  acres,  parcel  of  the  said  marsh,  fenny, 
waste  and  surrounded  grounds,  to  be  allotted  and  assigned 
onto  him  equally  and  indifferently,  in  such  sort,  manner 
and  form,  as  hereafter  in  and  by  these  presents  shall  be 
exprfssed. 

And  whereas,  he  the  said  Sir  Cornelius  Verunyden  fir  Corneiioa 
hath,  upon  a  map  or  card,  described  the  said  fenny,  maSs^fortbe" 
marsh,  waste  and.  surrounded  grounds,  and  the  outfalls  ^i^*"^* 
thereof,  by  lines  or  other  descriptions,  and  also  by 
writing,  expressed  and  set  down  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers,  what  drains,  sasses,  sluces,  banks,  cuts  and  other 
works,  he  intended  to  make  for  the  draining  of  the  said 
surrounded  grounds,  which  was  well  approved  of  by  the 
said  Commissioners  now  present,  and  he  was  contented 
to  have  undertaken  the  said  work,  so  as  he  might  have 
had  ninety-five  thousand  acres  in  all,  to  be  allotted  and 
assigned  unto  him  for  his  charge  and  pains,  and  not 
otherwise;  but  the  Commissioners  and  country  being 
unwilling  to  enlarge  the  quantity  or  number  of  acres 
unto  him,  and  the  country  by  their  several  petitions,  re- 
maining with  the  Clerk  of  the  Sewers,  shewing  much 
unwillingness  that  any  contract  should  be  made  with  an 
alien  born,  or  any  other  stranger,  and  being  bumble 
suitors  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Bedford 
now  present,  for  so  great  and  so  noble  a  work,  so  much 
concerning  the  whole  country,  and  bis  Lordship  also  in 
his  own  particular  would  be  the  undertaker  thereof, 
which  motion  proceeding  so  freely  from  the  country,  and 
being  seconded  by  all  the  Commissioners  present,  his 
l.«ordship  yielded  unto,  and  did  agree  to  undertake  the 
said  work. 

Now,  the  said  Earl,  according  to  the  agreements  in  EarlofBedford 
ihese  presents  expressed,  doth  promise  and  undertake,  2t*drSnSg^* 
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withiaiix  thEii  be  frhall  and  wilt  do  his  bent  etideavonr  at  his  owa 

'  charge,  to  drain  the  said  marsh,  fenny,  waste  and  sur* 

founded  grotinds,  in  such  manner  as  that  they  shall  be 
fit  for  meadow  or  pasture,  or  arable,  and  shall  begin  the 
said  work  this  present  year,  and  continue  and  go  on  with 
the  said  work  without  cessation,  except  at  such  times 
otily,  as  shall  be  unseasonable  for  that  purpose^  uotll  the 
whole  work  shall  be  fully  finished  ;  and  that  by  God's 
blessing  he  will  fully  finish  the  same  within  the  compass 
of  six  years,  to  be  accounted  from  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber DOW  next  ensuing,  unless  he  be  hindered  by  the  in- 
terruption of  the  country,  or  some  others  by  their  means, 
consent  or  procure  men  t,  or  by  such  other  casual  means, 
as  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  or  the  {[greatest  number 
of  them,  in  their  judgments  shall  approve  to  be  just  rea* 
sons  fur  the  further  deferring  thereof  j  and  the  said  Earl 
to  have  no  recompence  for  his  charges  and  pains,  other- 
wise than  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  these  pre- 
sents hereafter  expressed;  but  because  the  said  sur- 
rounded lands  are  so  spacious,  and  many  parts  thereof 
lie  so  far  distant  irom  the  Sea,  and  from  the  several  out- 
falls, aa  that  it  ia  impossible  to  contrive  the  work  ao»  but 
that  a  great  part  of  the  said  now  surrounded  lands  will 
be  overflown  with  sodden  waters,  until  by  outlets  or 
otherwise  the  same  can  be  discharged,  and  so  by  drains 
or  otherwise  led  along  to  the  outfalls;  it  is  agreed  that 
iuch  out-flowings  by  sudden  waters,  which  shall  not  He 
longer  upon  the  lands  than  in  convenient  time  the  same 
may  pass  away  again,  shall  not  be  held  or  esteemed  to 
be  a  not  draining  thereof,  according  to  the  true  meaning 
of  these  presents. 

No  lakes,  And  it  Ifl  further  enacted,  adjudged,  ordered  and  de- 

kndrto^lje  w>  ^^^^^t  That  meets,  meer  grounds,  pooles  and  lakes,  and 
counted  aoy      ^^^jj  grounds  as  shall  accordint?  to  art,  and  by  the  appro- 

IMrt  of  the  said  ^    "  ^       i  * 

Und  pven  for    bation  of  the  Com missioners  be  left  for  forelands  and 
mmo^,     receptacles  of  waters,  shall  not  be  accounted  to  be  such 
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grooDds,  aa  the  aaid  Earl  by  his  agreement  should  drain,* 
DOf  shall  be  accounted  any  part  of  those  grounds,  by  or 
oat  of  which  he  is  to  have  his  recompence  for  the  said 
work. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  ordered,  adjudged  and  de-  TiieEari  of 
creed.  That  the  said  Earl  shall  have  ninety-five  thousand*  lu^^e  95000 
acres  of  the  said  lands  to  be  indifferently  allotted,  assign-  J^J^oncra^* 
ed  and  set  out  unto  him  of  the  several  sorts  and  qualities  parts  to  be  l^ 

out  next  to 

of  the  said  grounds,  according  to  their  several  natures  tbeir  dwtiaBir- 
and  goodness,  by  six  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers,* 
whereof  three  to  be  of  the  quorum  ;  upon  which  setting 
out,  and  allotments  to  be  made,  the  Commissioners,  who 
shall  set  out  the  same,  are  to  have  respect  to  the  com- 
moners, that  their  parts  may  lie  next  to  their  own  dwel* 
lings,  as  near  as  may  conveniently  be. 

And  it  is  agreed  that  the  proportion  aforesaid,  intended  Ear]  of  Bed- 
for  and  unto  the  said  Earl  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allotted  besetoutwith- 
and  set  out  before  the  feast  day  of  St.  Michael  the  Arch-  ^^n^ after 
angel  now  next  ensuing,  for  so  much  thereof  as  before  t)i»BarTey. 
that  time  shall  be  surveyed,  and  for  the  residue  within 
three  months  after  the  same  shall  be  surveyed :  And  to 
the  end  that  the  said  work  of  draining  being  once  per- 
formed and  finished,  may  be  for  ever  after  maintained;; 
It  is   further  ordered,   enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed^  a  corporation 
That  the  said  Commissioners,   together  with  the  said  ^^sof^the 
Earl,  shall  become  humble  suitors  to  his  Majesty,  to  in-  Earr«  propor- 

*  J       ^^  tion  to  be  liable 

corporate  the  said  Earl,  and  such  as  he  shall  associate  for  the  preser- 

unto  him,  into  one  body  corporate  or  politick,  to  have  ^^^^  f^r  ^yer. 

continuance  for  ever,  thereby  to  enable  them  the  better 

to  make  laws,  ordinances  and  orders,  for  the  performing 

and  maintaining  of  the  said  works,  and  to  have  power 

over  the  land  assigned,  to  perform  and  maintain  the  said 

works  as  hereafter  followeth ;  but  over  no  other  lands^ 

and  that   the  whole  ninety-five   thousand   acres   shall 

entirely  be  made  liable  to  the.  first  doing  and  finishing 

^bcreof ;  And  that  forty  thousand  acres  thereof,  to  be  in<» 
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So  soon  »a 
ZQQQO  acres  in 
one  entire 
qyaiitity  ifh&ll 
be  rlrniinfd,  the 
Earl  t4)  have 
his  »llotme5t 
of  part  of  it 
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diflVrently  assigoed  and  set  out  for  that  purpufie  by  the 
CommissJODers  as  aforesaidi  shall  be  liable  to  the  raain- 
teoance  and  contiDtiance  thereof  for  ever;  And  the  said 
forty  thoosand  acres  first  and  immediately  to  be  tinder 
the  order  and  govern  meat  of  the  said  corporation  for  the 
end  aforesaid;  And  upon  their  neglect  or  default,  to  be 
under  the  rale,  order,  and  power  of  the  Commissiooers  of 
Sewers  for  that  purpose  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged,  enacted  and  de- 
creed. Thai  as  soon  and  so  often,  as  the  said  Earl  or  hi& 
assigns  shall  have  laid  dry  and  drained  an  intire  propor- 
tion of  the  said  land,  fit  to  be  performed  as  one  work, 
containing  the  qaantity  of  thirty  thousand  acres  or 
more;  that  then  and  so  often  tbe  said  Earl  ahall  have 
allotted,  assigned^  set  out,  and  assured  unto  and  for  him, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  his  proportion  and  part  thereof, 
according  to  the  rate  and  proportion  of  ninety- five  thou- 
sand acres,  for  tbe  whole  work.  M 

It  is  further  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed, 
That  the  owners  of  the  said  lands  shall  divide  and  sever 
their  lands  one  from  another,  unless  they  shall  rather 
desire  to  lie  undivided,  by  such  sufficient  partitions, 
dikes  and  fences,  as  shall  he  necessary  to  convey  or  carry 
away  the  rain  water  towards  the  great  drains,  and  that 
such  partitions  and  fence  dikes,  if  any  such  should  be 
made,  shall  be  made  by  them  In  such  an  uniform  man- 
Der,  as  may  best  conduce  to  the  perfecting  of  the  whole 
work,  by  the  advice  of  the  said  Earl  or  of  the  said  cor- 
poration; but  by  the  direction  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners. M 

It  is  further  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed,  ' 
That  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  shall  or  may  set  out 
convenient  highways  and  passages  by  land  throughout 
the  said  whole  level,  such  as  by  the  judgment  of  the  said 
Commissioners  shall  be  necessary  to  make  passages  and 
drifts  to  and  from  the  said  lands  by  bridges  or  others- 
wise. 
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Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  ordered,  enacted,  FroridoDfiir 
adjudged  and  decreed.  That  the  port  and  haven  of  "*^^ 
King's  Lynn  shall  be  preserved,  and  the  navigation  pas- 
sage and  highways,  in,  upon  and  about  all  and  every  the 
navigable  rivers  within  the  limiu  of  this  commission,  as 
namely,  the  river  of  Ouze,  Grant,  Nean,  Welland  and 
Glean,  shall  be  likewise  preserved,  and  no  prejudice, 
annoyance,  hurt  or  hindrance  done  to  them  or  any  of 
Aem,  by  any  of  the  means  aforesaid ;  And  if  it  should 
happen  that  any  such  prejudice,  annoyance,  hurt  or 
hindrance  shall  be  committed  or  done  in,  upon  or  about 
any  of  the  said  navigable  rivers,  contrary  to  the  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  law ;  that  upon  complaint  thereof, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  from  time  to  dme  for  eight  of 
the  said  Commissioners,  whereof  the  Vice-Chancellor  of 
the  University  of  Cambridge  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
Mayors  of  King's  Lynn  aforesaid  and  Cambridge  for  the 
time  also  being,  shall  be  three,  if  they  will  be  present,  to 
reform,  abate,  prosterne  and  amove  all  such  prejudices, 
annoyances,  hurts  and  hindrances,  and  every  of  them,  so 
that  the  ancient  navigation  passages  and  highways  may 
be  restored  and  continued,  in,  upon  and  about  the  said 
navigable  rivers^  as  heretofore  hath  been  used  and  ac- 
customed ;  any  thing  in  this  law  to  the  contrary  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding.  « 

And,  it  is  further  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and  de-  For  the  safety 
creed.  That  for  the  safety  of  Holland,  hundred  of  Wis-  ^J^^^ 
bich,  and  other  parts  thereabouts,  Clowes  Cross  Drain  q^***'***^ 
shall  be  kept  within  soil  or  banks,  or  if  any  prejudice  Drain  to  be 
shall  happen    thereby,  that  six  or  the  Commissioners 
shall  from  time  to  time  reform  the  excesses,  or  else  that 
the  said  Earl  or  his  assigns  shall  make  recompence  for 
the  losses  which  shall  happen  thereby,  to  the  particular 
owners  of  the  lands  thereby  annoyed. 

It  is  further  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed.  All  new  riTen, 
Tiiat  the  new  rivers,  cuts  and  drains  to  be  made  by  the  b!^iigtotlie 
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said  Earl  and  his  assigns,  and  the  banks  thereof,  and  the 
forelands  on  the  inside  of  the  bank  not  exceeding  fifty  or 
threescore  foot  at  the  most  in  breadth,  shall  belong  and 
be  to  the  said  Earl,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  respect  he 
and  they  are  to  maintain  the  same,  he  and  they  paying, 
for  the  several  lands  of  any  particular  owner  thereof,  such 
recom pence  as  the  Commissioners. shall  think  fit;  And 
that  there  shall  be  no  passages  made  or  suffered  by  or 
upon  the  said  banks,  except  only  for  towing  of  boats 
along  the  same,  in  such  sort  as  shall  be  allowed  by  the 
Commissioners ;  But  it  is  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and 
decreed.  That  the  old  and  ancient  rivers  and  drains^  and 
the  fishings  thereof,  shall  be  and  continue  unto  the 
owners  thereof,  in  such  sort  as  formerly  they  did,  or 
hereafter  shall  of  right  belong,  only  they  shall  not  therein 
or  thereupon  make,  erect  or  maintain  any  weres,  fish- 
garths,  damms,  or  other  impediments,  whereby  the  river 
or  passage  of  the  water  may  be  hindered,  which  if  they 
shall  at  any  time  do,  and  the  same  be  not  removed  and 
abated  by  themselves  within  ten  days  after  monition  to 
that  purpose  given  by  the  said  corporation,  that  then  the 
said  corporation,  by  warrant  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
removed  according  to  the  law  of  sewers,  at  the  charge  of 
those  who  erected  or  continued  those  nusances. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and  de- 
creed. That  the  said  Earl,  his  assigns  and  workmen*  may 
freely  take  such  earth,  and  dig  and  make  such  drains 
and  cuts,  for  the  making  and  maintaining  of  all  and 
every  of  the  said  works,  off  and  from  the  lands  next  or 
near  adjoining  to  the  place,  as  shall  be  needful,  making 
such  allowance  and  recompence  for  the  damage  which 
may  happen  thereby  to  any  private  person,  by  digging 
of  his  several  land,  as  the  Commissioners  shall  adjudge  to 
be  just  and  equal :  And  if  any  riotous  or  unlawful  act 
shall  be  committed  either  openly  or  secretly,  to  the  de» 


BtractioD  of  aoy  part  of  the  eaid  work?,  or  to  the  h'm* 
drance  or  impedioient  thereof,  the  said  Conimissiouers 
ihall  from  time  to  time  assist  the  said  Karli  his  assignees 
or  workmeoj  to  repress  and  suppress  all  soch  iosolences 
and  disturbances*  and  shalli  either  at  their  sessions  or 
otherwise,  do  their  best  endeavours  to  discover  and  se- 
verely punUh  the  offenders. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged,  and  de- 
creed.  That  the  owners,  farmers,  and  occupiers  of  all  such 
grounds  or  banks,  as  shall  have  and  receive  benefit  or 
ease  by  their  works,  and  yet  no  part  of  their  lands  shall 
be  taken  and  allotted  towards  the  niaking  up  of  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres,  shall  contribute  and  pay  unlo 
the  iaid  Earl,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  such  sums  of  money 
as  the  said  Commissiooers  or  any  six  of  themj  whereof 
three  of  them  to  be  of  the  quorum,  shall  rate,  assess  and 
adjudge  to  be  reasonable,  having  respect  to  the  profit 
and  ease  which  they  and  every  of  them  respectively  shall 
receive  by  means  of  the  said  works,  upon  pain  to  forfeit 
double  the  sum  for  every  month  by  which  it  shall  be  un- 
paid. 

And  the  said  Earl  doth  desire,  and  the  said  Commis- 
lianers  for  his  better  encouragement  do  promise  and 
agree,  that  they  will  become  humble  suitors  with  him 
the  said  Earl  unlo  his  Majesty  ;  that  the  said  ninety-five 
thoasand  acres  to  be  assigned  and  assured  unto  him,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  for  his  recom pence  as  aforesaid,  may 
be  held  in  free  and  common  socage,  and  not  otherwise, 
and  without  paying  any  reoljthereout,  or  giving  any  recom- 
pence  for  the  same,  unto  the  King's  Majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  other  than  a  fee  farm  rent  of  ten  pounds 
per  ihe  year;  and  lliat  if  any  other  rents  are  or  shall 
happen  to  be  issuing  or  payable  out  of  the  said  ninety* 
five  thousand  acres^  or  any  part  thereof,  to  his  Majesty, 
or  to  any  other  [jerson  or  persons,  body  corporate  and 
politick,  the  same  from  time  of  ihe  allotment,  assigning 
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or  assuring  thereof  to  the  said  Earl,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  charged  upon  the  residue  of  the 
lands  out  of  which  the  same  are  or  shall  be  issuiog«  and 
the  j>art  or  portioD  allotted  and  assigned  to  the  said  Earl, 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  for  bis  recom pence  as  aforesaid,  to 
be  thereof  discharged  or  saved  harmless  for  even 

And  to  the  end  the  said  Earl  may  the  more  confidently 
undertake  and  perfect  the  said  work,  and  be  assured  to 
enjoy  the  said  ninety-  five  tb^tusand  acres,  as  the  fruit  and 
recompence  of  his  labour  and  charge  ^  and  the  country 
also  may  be  the  better  assured  of,  to  have  and  enjoy  that 
benefit  by  the  said  woik^  which  they  expect  in  the  resi- 
due of  said  lands  now  surrouoded,  in  lieu  of  so  great  a 
quantity  of  land,  which  they  are  to  part  with  as  afore- 
said. 

It  is  mutually  agreed  and  fully  concluded  by  and 
between  the  said  Commissioners  and  the  said  Earl,  that 
they  shall  become  humble  suitors  to  the  King*8  most  ex- 
cellent Majesty,  that  his  Majesty  would  vouchsafe  to  re- 
lease under  his  great  seal  all  benefits  which  he  might 
challenge  by  the  law  of  sewers,  made  in  the  nineteenth 
year  of  the  reigo  of  King  James,  or  by  any  other  law  or 
decree  of  sewers,  and  to  approve  of  and  confirm  this  act 
and  decree,  and  by  his  royal  hand  signing  the  same  to 
declare  bis  royal  approbation  thereof,  and  assent  there- 
unto, and  so  to  recommend  it  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  that  it  may  in  the 
due  form  of  law  be  confirmed  by  the  decree  of  the  hon- 
ourable Court  of  Chancery;  and  that  liis  Majesty  would 
also  vouchsafe  to  recommend  it  to  the  right  honourable 
the  lords  and  others  of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  * 
privy  council,  that  it  may  there  be  ordered  as  matter  of 
state  not  to  be  altered  or  impeached,  having  received  the 
approbation  of  that  honourable  board,  and  that  when- 
soever a  parliament  shall  be  called,  and  a  bill  being  then 
preferred  to  the  two  (louses  of  that  High  Court  uf  Farlia^_ 
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nieot,  and  the  same  be  then  passed  as  a  law,  his  Ma- 
jesty would  be  graciously  pleased  for  the  full  and  final 
confirmation  thereof,  to  give  his  royal  assent  thereunto, 
and  that  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased,  for 
these  his  royal  favours  vouchsafed  to  this  poor  distressed 
part  of  his  country,  which  can  receive  no  relief  or  help; 
but  by  bis  royal  hands  in  giving  life  to  this  law,  fo 
accept  of  the  quantity  of  twelve  thousand  acres,  parcel 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  to  be  assured  by 
the  said  Earl  or  his  heirs,  to  the  King's  Majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  them 
for  ever,  freed  and  discharged  of  and  from  all  right,  title 
or  interest  of  common,  or  otherwise  to  be  claimed  or 
demanded  by  tlie  said  Earl,  or  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons whatever;  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres  to  be 
layed  together  in  one  or  two  entire  pieces  or  quantities, 
out  of  such  of  the  said  surrounded  lands  as  now  are  par- 
cel of  the  manor  of  Whittlesey,  or  other  manors  thereto 
adjoining^  which  quantity  of  twelve  thousand  acres  the  • 
said  Earl  and  country,  by  an  unanimous  consent,  do 
humbly  ofier  unto  his  Majesty  as  a  thankful  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  gracious  favour,  in  recommending  the 
said  work  and  perfecting  the  same  with  his  royal  favour 
and  assent,  as  aforesaid. 
Provided  always,    and   it  is  lastly  ordered,   enacted,  obmposidon 

adjudged  and  decreed.  That  when  it  shall  fall  out,  the  ^*^^T*?*® 

"*      °  '  ^  the  Earl  for 

several  lands  or  half  several  lands  of  any  owner  shall  lie  Bmali  propor- 

in  such  small  portions  together,  as  do  not  exceed  the  t^ymltyf^^ 

quantity   of  thirty   acres   in   any   one    piece   together, 

whereby   it  shall  or  may   be    inconvenient   and    over 

chargeable  to  divide  a  proportionable  part  thereof,  to  be 

allotted  to  the  said  Earl,  his   heirs  and   assigns,   and 

severed  out  from  the  residue  of  the  said  parcels  of  lands, 

which  are  to  remain  to  the  owner  and  owners  thereof, 

that  in  every  such  case  the   said  Earl,   his  heirs  and 

assigns,  at  his  and  their  own  choice,  shall  either  have 


110  APPKMDIX. 

the  lands  in  kind  allotted  unto  them^  and  to  be  serered 
out  by  them,  or  shall  have  so  much  recom  pence  in  money 
paid  to  him  or  them  for  the  same,  as  six  of  the  said  Com* 
missionersy  whereof  three  to  be  of  the  quorum,  shall  rea- 
sonably value  the  same  to  be  worth ;  such  money  to  be 
paid  within  three  months  then  next  following,  or  else  in 
default  of  payment  thereof^  to  incur  the  penalty  of 
twenty  shillings  for  every  acre  of  the  said  small  propor* 
tions  of  land,  and  so  after  that  rate  for  every  three 
months  the  same  shall  be  unpaid. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  Commissioners  above  named 
have  hereunto  put  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and 
year  above  written. 

Nos  autem  sep'al'  tenores  ordinat'  sive  Decret'  prsddict* 
ad  requisitionem  Francisci  Comitis  Bedford,  duximus 
exemplificand'  per  prassentes.  In  cujus  rei  Testimonium 
has  literas  nostras  fecimus  patentes,  Ac  eisdem  tam  mag^ 
num  sigill*  nostrum  Angliss  quam  Sigillum  nostnun 
^  Ducat*  nostri  Lancastr^  apponi  fecimus.  Teste  me  ipso 
apud  Canbury  sexto  decimo  die  Julii  Anno  Regoi  noatrt 
septimo. 

Cebab. 
Rob.  Rich,        ^ 

>Clericos. 

Jos.  MiTCHEL,    3 
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INDENTURE  OF  FOURTEEN  PARTS.       i«3i. 

20  Feb.     7  Car.  I.     1631. 


This  indenture,  consisting  of  fourteen   parts,  made 
the  seven  and  twentieth  day  of  February,  in  the  seventh 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Charles,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  Parties  to  this 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  between  the  Right 
Honourable  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  of  the-fint  part; 
Oliver  Earl  of  Bullingbrooke,  of  the  second  part;  Ed- 
ward Lord  Gorges,  of  the  third  part ;  Sir  Robert  Heath, 
Knight,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  of  the 
fourth  part;  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  of  Wilberton  within  the 
Isle  of  Ely,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  Knight  and 
Baronet,    of  the   fifth   part;    Sir   William   Russell,   of 
Chipenlmm  in   the  said  county  of  Cambridge,  Knight 
and  Baronet,  of  the  sixth  part;    Sir  Robert  Bevill,  of 
Chesterton  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  Knight  of  the 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  of  the  seventh  part ;  Sir 
Thomas   Tyringham,  of  Tyringham   in  the   county  of 
Buckingham,  Knight,  of  the  eighth  part;  Sir  Phil ibert 
Vematt,  of  Carleton  in  the  county  of  York,  Knight,  of 
the  ninth  part ;  William  Sames,  Doctor  of  the  Law,  of 
Ihe  tenth  part ;  Anthony  Hamond,  of  Saint  Albons  in 
the  county    of  Kent,  Esquire,    of  the   eleventh   part; 
Samuel  Spalding,  of  the  town  of  Cambridge  in  the  said 
county  of  Cambridge,  Gentkman,  of  the  twelfth  part ; 


APPENDIX. 


Hedtflrof  part 
hyna  I  aw. 


i\ndfews  Barrel],  of  London,  Gent.,  of  the  thirteenth 
part;  and  Sir  Robert  Lovett,  of  Liscombe  in  the  said 
county  of  Bocks,  Knight,  of  the  fourteenth  part;  wiu 
nesseth.  That  whereas  a  Sessions  of  Sewers  was,  by  his 
Majesty's  commission  under  his  Highnesses  great  seal  of 
England,  holden  at  King's  Lyon  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk, the  thirteen ih  day  of  January,  in  the  sixth  year  of 
his  now  Majesty's  reign,  for  the  fenny  and  surronoded 
grounds  within  the  said  county  of  Norfolk,  and  the 
counties  of  Suffolk,  Northampton,  Cambridge,  Hunting- 
don, Lincoln  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  which  commission  was 
specially  inteoded  for  the  great  work  of  the  draining  of 
the  great  fens  and  other  low  groimds  lying  surrounded 
in  those  several  counties,  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
commission,  containing  by  estimation  the  quantity  of 
three  hundred  and  threescore  thousand  acres  of  drowned 
or  surrounded  lands,  or  thereabouts:  At  which  Sessions^ 
upon  the  petitions  of  divers  the  inhabitants  and  owners 
of  the  said  fenny  and  surrounded  grounds,  lying  and  be- 
ing wilhiD  the  said  several  counties,  which  said  peti- 
tions are  remaining  with  the  Clerk  of  Sewers,  and  at  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  rest  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers 
then  and  there  assembled,  the  said  Right  Honourable 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  wlio  was  likewise  one  of  the 
Commissioners  and  then  present^  being  a  great  owner 
of  those  feonies»  was  moved  to  the  end  that  so  noble  a 
work  might  be  effectually  performed,  that  his  Lordship 
would  be  the  uodertaker  thereof  upon  such  condition  as 
should  be  agreed  upon  between  his  Lordship  and  the  re§t 
of  the  Comuiissioners,  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  several 
counties ;  unto  which  motion  the  said  Earl,  out  of  his 
desire  to  further  so  publick  and  good  a  work,  did  give 
his  eonsent»  and  thereupon  it  was  ordered  and  decreed  bj  ■ 
the  rest  of  the  said  Commissioners,  that  the  said  Earl 
should  undertake  the  said  work  at  his  own  charge,  and 
should  have  the  quantity  of  ninety-iive  thousand  acres 
of  the  said  surrounded  lam 
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assigned,  set  out  and  assured  to  him  and  his  assigns^  in 
sach  sort,  as  by  the  said  act  of  sewers  is  expressed; 
twelve  thousand  acres  whereof,  are  to  be  granted  and 
disposed  of  to  the  King's  M  ajesty,  for  his  use,  as  by  the 
said   act  it  doth  appear.    And  whereas  the  said  Earl  Earl  of  Bedford 
undertook  so  great  a  work  upon  the  confidence  he  had  of  ^"ri^,  on  con- 
the  aid  and  assistance  therein  from  divers  other  gentle-  ^jhcnTwouid 
men,  who  by  his  good  example   and  encouragement  become  adren- 
woald  become  adventurers  with  him,  since  which  time 
the  parties  to  these   presents  have  agreed  to  become 
adventurers,  and  the  said  Earl  is  willing  to  admit  them 
to  be  adventurers  with  him  in  the  said  work,  according 
to  the  several  proportions  following ;  that  is  to  say.  That  Proportion  of 
tlie  whole  proportion  of  land  to  be  allotted  and  assured  ioU)  twenty 
in  the  recompence  of  the  said  work,  shall  be  divided  into  •^*'^* 
twenty  whole  shares^  of  which  shares  the  said  Earl  of  Nomberof 
Bedford  doth  agree  to  adventure  for  two  whole  shares ;  ^entui^ea- 
Oliver  l^arl  of  Bullingbrooke  for  one  whole  share;  Ed-  gV«'"»'' 
ward  Lord  Gorges  for  one  whole  share;  Sir  Robert 
Heath  for  one  whole  share ;  Sir  Miles  Sandys  for  two 
whole  shares ;  Sir  William  Russell  for  two  whole  shares ; 
Sir  Robert  Bevill  for  one  whole  share ;  Sir  Thomas  Ty- 
ringham  for  two  whole  shares ;  Sir  Philibert  Vernatt  for 
one  whole  share ;  Doctor  Sames  for  one  whole  share ; 
Anthony  Hamond  for  two  whole  shares ;  Samuel  Spald- 
ing for  one  whole  share ;  Andrews  Burrell  for  one  whole 
share ;  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatt  for  one  whole  share :  Now  Adrentnrert 
it   is   severally   covenanted,   condescended  and   agreed  JJ^oJtio"^;?*'' 
Upon,  by  and  between  the  said  parties  to  these  presents;  shares  of  the 
And  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,   Earl  of  Bullingbrooke, 
£dward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Robert  Heath,  Sir  Miles  San- 
dys, Sir  William  Russell,  Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Thomas 
Ty ringham,  Sir  Philibert  Vernatt,   Doctor  Sames,  An- 
thony Hamond,  Samuel  Spalding,  Andrews  Burrell,  and 
Sir  Robert    Lovatt,   and   every   of  them  severally   and 
respectively  for  himself  and  themselves,  his  and  their 
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several  and  respective  heirs,  executors,  ddministrators 
and  assigns^  do  covenant,  promise,  grant  and  agree  to 
and  with  each  other,  his  heirs,  executors,  admrnistrators 
and  assigns,  by  these  presents,  That  ihey  the  said  Earl 
of  Bedford,  Earl  of  Bullingbrooke,  Edward  Lord  Gorges, 
Sir  Robert  Heath,  Sir  Miles  Sandys^  Sir  William  Rus- 
sell, Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  Sir  Phili- 
bert  Vernatt,  Doctor  Sames,  Anthony  llamond,  Samuel 
Spalding^  Andrews  Burrell,  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatt^  and  , 
every  of  them,  their  and  every  of  their  executors,  ad  mi* 
nistrators  and  assigns,  shall  and  will  bear  and  sustain 
the  charge  of  the  said  work,  in  such  several  proportions 
and  in  such  maniier,  as  in  and  by  these  presents  it  is 
expressed.  And  whereas,  by  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  said  act  and  law  of  sewers,  the  part  and  portion 
of  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford  is  to  be  allotted  and  set  oul 
unto  himself,  bis  heirs  and  assigns,  in  recom pence  for 
the  said  work,  as  by  the  said  act  and  law  it  doth  more 
fully  appear :  Now  he  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  for  the 
consideration  aforesaid,  thai  is  to  say,  That  they  the  said 
Earl  of  Bullingbrooke,  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Robert 
Heath,  Sir  Miles  Sandys*  Sir  William  Russell,  Sir 
Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  Sir  Philibert 
Vernatt,  Doctor  Sames,  Anthony  Hauioud,  Samuel 
Spalding,  Andrews  Burrell,  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatt,  and 
their  assigns,  are  to  bear  and  sustain  their  proportionable 
parts  of  the  charge  of  the  said  work,  undertaking  toge- 
ther with  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  in  such  sort  as  is  io 
and  by  these  presents  expressed,  and  shall  pay  and  dis- 
burse such  monies  as  shall  be  necessary  and  required  for 
the  said  work,  in  such  proportions,  as  herein  is  expressed, 
doth  by  these  presents  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns^ 
grant  unto  them  the  said  Earl  of  Bullingbrooke,  Edward 
Lord  Gorges,  Su:  Robert  Heath,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir 
William  Russell,  Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Thomas  Tyring- 
ham, Sir   Philibert   Veroatt,    Doctor  Sames,   Anthony 
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Inmondy  SHauiel  Spalding,  Andrews  Buirell,  and  Sir 
lobert  Lovatt,  and  doth  hereby  also  declare,  Tliat  they 
the  said  Earl  of  Bullingbrooke,  Edward  Lord  Gorges, 
Sir  Robert  Heath.  Sir  Miles  Sandjs,  Sir  Williaiu  Rus- 
sell,  Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  Sir  IMii- 
liticrt  Vernalt,  Doctor  Sanies^  Anihony  Hainond,  Samuel 
Spalding,  Andrews  Burrell,  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatt^  are 
and  shall  be  the  assigns  of  him  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford, 

twhoQi  and  to  whose  heirs  and  atsigns,  as  far  forth  as 
the  said  Earl  of  Bedford  himself  and  his  heirs,  ac- 
diog  to  their  several  prcipoitions  aforesaid,  all  the 
lands,  tenements,  fishings,  and  other  hereditaments  and 
profits,  which  by  the  said  law  and  act  of  sewers  are  ap- 
pointed, or  mentioned  to  come  unto  him  the  said  Earl,  in 
recompence  of  the  said  work  of  draining,  shall  he  indif- 
fereoily  assigned  and  set  forth,  in  just  and  due  propor- 
tions and  shares,  according  to  every  man's  several  ad- 
vcu lures  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford  E«rl  nf  Bed- 
doth  hereby  further  grant,  and  his  intent  and  meaning  ^^'^oftpir^^any 
is  hereby  declared  to  be,  that  as  soon  and  as  often  as  any  'lu^nV^yof 
inch  quantity  or  portion  of  land  within  the  said  fens 
ihall  be  drained  by  the  charges  of  the  said  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, Earl  of  Bullingbrooke,  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir 
Robert  Heath,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  William  Russell, 
Sii  Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  Sir  Philibert 
Veniatt,  Doctor  Sauies,  Anthony  Hamond,  Samuel 
Spalding,  Andrews  Burrell,  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatt,  or 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  as  by  the  intent  of  the  said  law 
and  act  of  sewers,  the  proportionable  part  and  portion  of 
the  said  land  intended  for  the  said  IvjirFs  recoui pence,  is 
to  be  assigned,  conveyed  and  assured  to  the  said  Earl  of 
Bedford  and  bis  assigns;  That  then  and  so  often  all  such 
lands  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  shall  be  justly 
andiodiiTereotly  assigned,  conveyed  and  aissured  to  the 
laid  Earl  of  Bulling  brook  e,  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir 
crl  Heath,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  William  Russell, 
1  2 
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Sir  Robert  Bcvill,  Sir  Thomas  Tynngham,  Sir  Philiberl^ 
VeroalL,    Doctor    Sames,    Anthony    Hamond,    Samuel 
Spaldiogj  Andrews  Barrel l|  Sir  Robert  Lovatt,  and  theirl 
heirs  and  assigns,  according  to  their  several  adventurer  j 
as  aforesaid.     And  that  they  the  said   Earl   of  Bulling^ 
brooke,    Edward    Lord  Gorges,   Sir  Robert  Heath,   Sir] 
Miles  Sandys,  Sir  WiUiam  Russell,  Sir  Robert  Bevill,! 
Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,   Sir  Pbilibert  Vernatt,   Doctor^ 
Sames,  Anthony  Hamond,  Samuel  Spalding,  Audrews^ 
Burrell,  and   Sir  Robert   Lovatt,    and   their   heirs   audi 
assigDSi  shall  be  equal  sharers  herein,  and  in  all  otherH 
profit  and  benefit  either  in  money,  toll,  cumposition,  orl 
other   kind    or  nature    whatsoever,   arising,    increasiDg,,! 
coming*  accruingi  or  happening  by  the  said   work  orl 
draining,  or  by  reason  and  in  regard  of  tbe  same  withi 
him  the  said  Earl,  according  to  their  several  proportions 
and  shares  of  money  in  the  said  adventure  as  aforesaid ; 
and  shall  have  all  such  remedy  and  advaotage  to  compell 
the  said  Commissiouers  to  convey  and  assure  the  said 
lands  to  them  according  to  their  said  shares,  as  the  said 
Earl  himself  should  or  niiL^ht  have,  and  shall  have  and 
enjoy   all  protit,  commodities,  privileges,    and   benefits 
granted,  or  to  be  granted,  to  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  ar  j 
undertaker  of  the  said  work  of  draining,  or  to  any  cor- 
poration lo  he  erected  or  made  according  to   the  said 
law,  to  them  and  every  uf  ihemj  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
severally  and  respectively.     And  it  is  also  covenanted, 
condescended,  and  fully  agreed  on,  by  and  between  the 
said  parties  to  these  presents;  and  they  the  said  Earl  of 
Bullifigbrooke,  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Robert  Heath,J 
Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  William  Russell,  Sir  Robert  Bevili^j 
Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,   Sir  Pbilibert  Vernalt,   Doctors 
Sames,  Anthony   Hamond,  Samuel  Spalding,  Andrews 
Burrell,  Sir  Robert  Lovatt,  and  every  of  them  severally 
and  respectively  for  himself  and  themselves,  his  and  their 
several  and  respective   heirs,  executors,    admiuisLrator& 
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and  assigns,  do  covenaDt,  promise,  and  grant,  to  and 
wilh  each  other)  bis  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  by  tbese  presents ;  That  each  of  them,  the  said 
Earl  of  Bedford,  Earl  of  Bullingbrooke,  Edward  Lord 
Gorges,  Sir  Robert  Heath,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  William 
Russell,  Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  Sir 
Philibert  Vernatt,  J)octor  Sames,  Anthony  Hamond, 
Samuel  Spalding,  Andrews  Burrell,  and  Sir  Robert  Lo- 
▼att,  aod  their  heirs,  shall  and  will  disburse  and  expend 
for  one  whole  share  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  of 
lawful  money  of  England.  And  if  the  said  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds  for  every  whole  share  shall  not  be 
thought  sufficient,  then  so  much  more  money  over  and 
above  the  said  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  as  shall  be 
requisite  for  the  beginning  of  the  first  work,  and  so  from 
lime  to  timd  such  other  sum  and  sums  of  lawful  money 
of  England,  as  shall  be  declared  to  be  needful  and 
expedient  for  the  said  work  by  the  greater  number  of 
them,  or  of  their  assigns,  according  to  their  several  pro- 
portions and  shares  as  aforesaid.  Notice  in  writing  to 
be  left  at  their  houses,  under  the  hands  of  any  two  or 
more  of  the  adventurers.  And  further  it  is  mutually  AdTcnturers 
covenanted,  condescended,  concluded  and  agreed  upon,  Ihefrshafcs. 
by  and  between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  That  each 
of  them,  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  Earl  of  Bullingbrooke, 
Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Robert  Heath,  Sir  Miles  San- 
dys, Sir  William  Russell,  Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Thomas 
Tyriogham,  Sir  Philibert  Vernalt,  Doctor  Sames,  An- 
thony Hamond,  Samuel  Spalding,  Andrews  Burrell,  and 
Sir  Robert  Lovatt,  shall  and  may,  at  his  and  their  free 
will  and  pleasure,  assign,  set  over,  and  convey  his  or 
their  adventure  and  share,  in  or  concerning  the  pre- 
misses, or  such  parts  and  proportions  of  the  same,  as 
shall  be  allotted  and  allowed  unto  him  or  them,  or  any 
part  thereof;  so  as  each  of  his  and  their  assigns  respec- 
tively, shall  and  do  perform  and  pay  what  they  and 
every  of  them,  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  Earl  of  BuU 
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lingbrooke^  Edward  Lord  Gorgea,  Sir  Robert  Heaib«  Sir 
Miles  Sandys,  Sir  William  Russell,  Sir  Robert  Beirill^ 
Sir  Thoinaa  Tjringham,  Sir  Philibert  Vernalt,  Doctor 
Sames^  Anlhotvv  Hamond,  Samuel  Spalding,  Andrews 
Biirrell,  and  Sir  Robert  LovaLt,  have  underlaken  and  by 
these  presents  have  bound  tbeiuselves  to  perform  and 
pay.  And  likewise  it  is  agreed,  that  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  every  such  assignee  and  assignees,  and 
for  their  assigns,  from  time  to  time  to  assign,  grants  set 
over  and  convey,  his  and  their  adventure  and  share  fio 
assigned,  or  such  part  and  portion  of  the  premisses  as 
aforesaid.  And  also  it  is  mutually  covenanted,  granted* 
concluded,  condescended,  and  fully  agreed  upoo  by  and 
between  the  said  parties  to  these  presents,  their  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  that  if  it  shall  hap- 
pen any  one  of  them,  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  Earl  of 
Bullingbrooke,  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Robert  Heath, 
Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  William  Russell,  Sir  Robert  Bevill, 
Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  Sir  Philibert  Vernatt,  Doctor 
Sames,  Anthony  IJamond,  Samuel  Spaldiog,  Andrews 
Burrell,  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatt,  or  their  assigns,  after  ten 
days  warning  given  by  the  greatest  part  of  the  parties  to 
these  presents,  at  ilieir  respective  habitations,  to  fail  ia 
the  payment  and  disbursements  of  his  or  their  part  of  J 
monies,  by  him  or  them  from  time  to  time  to  be  f 
and  disbursed  as  aforesaid,  That  then  it  shall  and  may  | 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  rest  of  the  said  parties  or  their' 
assigns,  to  supply  and  make  up  the  same,  or  to  admit 
some  other  person  or  persons,  in  his  or  their  room  or 
rooms  who  shall  or  do  fail  as  aforesaid,  if  they  shall  so 
think  fit;  And  thai  snch  partj  as  aforesaid,  by  himself 
or  his  assigns  failings  shall  be  wholly  excluded  from  tak- 
ing any  benefit  of  the  premisses  as  aforesaid  ;  and  shah 
lose  and  for  ever  be  debarred  tVoni  having  or  demanding 
all  or  any  ^l1ch  suoi  or  ^ums  of  money,  as  by  any  such 
person  or  persons  shall  have  formerly  been  paid  or  dis- 
bursed for  and  towards  the  said  work*     And  if  it  shall 
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happen  any  of  the  parties  to  these  presents  to  die,  that 
then  the  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  of  him  or 
them  so  dying  respectively,  shall  have  the  same  benefit, 
profit  and  interest,  of  or  in  the  share,  adventure  or  pro- 
portion, belonging  to  the  party  or  parties  so  deceasing, 
as  the  party  or  parties  so  deceasing  shall  have,  or  might 
have  had  to  all  intents  and  purposes :  Such  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  paying  and  performing  such 
payments,  covenants  and  agreements  in  every  respect,  as 
the  party  or  parties  so  deceasing  should  or  ought  to  do. 
And  it  is  lastly,  punctually  covenanted,  granted  and 
agreed,  by  and  between  all  the  said  parties  to  these  pre- 
sents, that  they,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  do,  make,  suffer 
and  execute  every  act,  conveyance  and  assurance,  for 
the  settling,  conveying^and  assuring  severally  any*such 
quantity,  share  or  proportion  of  land,  or  other  profit,  to 
all  or  any  the  parties  to  these  presents,  their  executors, 
administrators  or  assigns  respectively,  requiring  the 
same ;  As  by  the  true  meaning  of  these  presents,  doth 
or  shall  belong  unto  them,  or  as  is  hereby  intended  unto 
them  by  such  manner  of  conveyance  and  assurance,  or 
by  such  other  manner  as  shall  be  reasonably  devised  or 
required.  In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  pre- 
sent indentures,  have  interchangeably  set  to  their  hands 
and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above-written. 

Francis  Bedford,  (LS.) 
Edward  Gorges,  (LS.) 
Robert  Heath,  (LS.) 
Miles  Sandys,  (LS.) 
Thomas  Tyrinoham,  (LS.) 
Robert  Bevill,  (LS.) 
Philibert  Vernatt,  (LS.) 
Anthony  Hamond,  (LS.) 
William  Sames,  (LS.) 

Sealed  and  delivered  by  my  Lord  of  Bedford,  Lord 
Gorges,  Sir  Robert  Heath,  Sir  Thomas  Tyring- 


]19 


120 


APPBNDIX. 

ham,  Sir  Robert  Bevill,  Sir  Philibert  Vematt^  An- 
thony Hamondi  in  the  presence  of  as, 

Robert  Scawbn, 
John  Sheer. 


No.  XIV. 

THE 

CHARTER  OF  INCORPORATION, 

Bearing  date  the  13th  of  March,  the  10th  of  Charles 
the  First. 

Translated  into  English. 


CHARLES,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England, 
France  and  Ireland^  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  8cc. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  greeting. 

Redtalofthe  Whereas  at  a  Sessions  of  Sewers,  holden  at  King's 
Lynn  in  our  county  of  Norfolk,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
January,  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  reign,  concerning  the 
draining  of  the  fens  and  marshy  grounds  in  our  counties 
of  Northampton,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge, 
Hui^tingdon,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  lying  within  the  limits 
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of  oar  cotnmissioQ,  iu  the  presence  of  oar  dearly  beloved 
and  faithful  coaain  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  before 
Sir  Robert  Heath,  Knight,  our  then  Attorney  General, 
Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and  Baronet,  and  divers  others 
to  the  number  of  forty  and  one,  Commissioners  of  Sewers 
then  and  there  assembled^  by  virtue  of  our  Commission 
of  Sewers  to  them  and  others  directed,  many  good  and 
wholesome  acts,  ordinances  and  decrees  were  made  by 
our  Commissioners,  for  and  concerning  the  draining  of 
the  said  fens  and  marshy  grounds. 

And  whereas  as  well  our  Commissioners  aforesaid,  as 
the  people  there,  whom  the  draining  the  said  drowned 
lands  did  concern,  humbly  besought  of  the  aforesaid  Earl 
of  Bedford,  that  he  the  said  Earl  himself  would  be  pleased 
to  undertake  so  great  and  famous  a  worlc,  conducive  as 
well  to  the  good  of  the  people  of  the  said  counties  as  of 
the  Earl  himself;  to  which  prayers  and  entreaties  the 
said  Earl  consenting,  did  agree  to  undertake  the  aforesaid 
work.  And  thereupon  it  was  enacted,  adjudged,  ordained, 
and  decreed,  Tliat  for  a  recom  pence  of  the  great  labour 
and  expence  of  the  said  Earl  in  performing  the  said  work, 
he  should  have  ninety-five  thousand  acres  of  the  said 
land,  to  be  indifferently  allotted  and  set  out  to  him,  of 
the  several  sorts  and  qualities  oF  the  said  grounds,  ac- 
cording to  their  several  natures  and  goodness,  by  six  of 
the  said  Commissioners.  And  to  the  intent  that  as  well 
'the  said  Earl  might  with  greater  confidence  undertake 
and  perform  the  said  work,  and  enjoy  the  said  ninety-five 
thousand  acres,  as  that  the  people  of  the  said  counties 
might  have  and  enjoy  the  advantage  they  expected, 
from  the  remainder  of  the  drowned  lands,  in  lieu  of  the 
proportion  they  had  given  up,  as  aforesaid : — It  was 
mutually  and  fully  agreed  upon,  by  and  between  the  said 
Commissioners  and  the  said  Earl,  that  they  should  be- 
come humble  suitors  to  us,  that  we  would,  under  our  great 
seal  ot  England,  release  all  the  benefit  which  by  a  law  of 
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sewersy  made  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
late  most  dearly  beloved  father,  king  James,  or  by  any 
other  law  of  sewers,  we  might  claim  ;  and  alio  that  we 
would  be  pleased  to  confirm  their  acts  or  decrees,  and, 
by  our  royal  hand  signing  the  same,  to  declare  our  royal 
approbation  thereof,  and  assent  thereunto.  And  that  we 
would  further  graciously  be  pleased  to  recommend  the 
same  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Keeper  of  our 
Great  Seal,  that  they  may  in  due  form  of  law  be  confirmed 
and  ratified,  by  decree  of  our  Honourable  High  Court  of 
Chancery.  And  that  we  would  vouchsafe  to  recomnend 
the  same  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  and  others  of 
our  most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  to  be  by  them  ordered 
as  a  matter  of  state,  not  to  be  altered  or  impeachedf  hav- 
ing received  the  approbation  of  that  honourable  board  { 
and  that  whensoever  a  Parliament  should  be  called,  and 
a  bill  being  then  preferred  to  the  two  Houses  of  that 
High  Court  of  Parliament,  and  the  same  being  there 
passied  as  a  law,  that  we  would  be  graciously  pleased, 
for  the  full  and  final  confirmation  thereof,  to  give  onr 
royal  assent  thereunto.  And  that  we  would  be  graciously 
pleased  for  these  our  royal  favours,  vouchsafed  to  this 
poor  distressed  part  of  our  country,  which  could  receive 
no  relief  or  help,  but  by  our  royal  hands  in  giving  life  to 
their  laws,  to  accept  of  the  quantity  of  twelve  thousand 
acres,  parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  to  be 
assured  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  freed  and  dis^ 
charged  of  and  from  all  right,  title,  or  interest  of  com- 
mon, or  otherwise  to  be  claimed  or  demanded  by  the  said 
Eari,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever.  The 
said  twelve  thousand  acres  to  be  laid  together  in  one-  or 
two  entire  pieces,  or  quantities,  out  of  such  of  the  said 
drowned  lands  as  now  are  parcel  of  the  nianof  of  Whit- 
tlesea,  or  other  manors  thereto  adjoining ;  which  quan- 
tity of  twelve  thousand  acres  the  said  £arl  and  country 
by  an  unanimous  consent,  have  humbly  offered  unto  us. 
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B9  a  thankful  acknowledgment  of  our  gracious  favour^  in 
recommending  the  said  work,  and  perfecting  the  snme 
#ith  our  royal  favour  and  assent  as  aforesaid ;  which 
Toluntary  and  free  offering  of  the  said  Earl  and  our  people 
we  have  most  graciously  accepted,  and  by  these  presents 
do  accept. 

And  whereas  we,  highly  favouring  the  aforesaid  great,  Recitoloffor- 
arduous,  and  praise-worthy  work,  have  declared  our  ap-  ™^,  *  "  **' 
probation  of  the  said  acts  and  decrees,  by  our  royal  hand 
signing  the  same.  And  we  have,  for  the  better  govern- 
ment, progress,  and  completion  of  the  aforesaid  work,  by 
our  letters  patents  lately  on  this  behalf  granted,  made, 
appointed,  and  created  the  said  Earl,  and  others  of  our 
subjects,  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  Governor,  Bal- 
liffi,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Company  of  Conservators 
of  the  Fens  in  our  Counties  of  Cambridge,  Huntingdon, 
Northampton,  Lincoln,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  the  Isle  of 
Eljt  and  have  thereby  invested  them  with  divers  gifts, 
grants,  liberties,  rights,  and  immunities. 

And  whereas,  in  the  said  letters  patents  it  is  set  forth, 
that  in  consideration  of  our  granting  the  said  charter,  the 
aforesaid  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  so- 
ciety aforesaid)  promised  to  grant  unto  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  twelve  thousand  acres  within  the  level  of  the 
fens  aforesaid,  not  covered  with  water,  but  drained,  in 
proper  places,  on  the  view  of  viewers  to  be  appointed  by 
our  treasurer  of  England,  to  be  held  free  of  all  common, 
and  other  charges  and  services,  which  said  twelve  thou- 
sand acres,  named  in  the  aforesaid  acts,  ordinances,  and 
decrees  of  our  Commisbiuners  aforesaid,  and  the  aforesaid 
^.welve  thousand  acres  mentioned  in  our  letters  patents 
aforesaid,  are  intended  to  be  one  and  the  same  twelve 
^ousand  acres,  and  not  others  and  different :     Know  ye 
therefore  that  we,  willing  to  take  away  entirely  all  doubts 
^nd  questions  which  may  in  any  wise  hereafter  arise 
tJiereon,  and  likewise  declaring  by  these  presents  that  we 
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are  fully  satisfied  with  the  twelve  tbousand  acres,  granted 
or  meDtioned  to  be  granted  to  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, as  set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  acts  and  decrees,  have, 
of  our  special  grace,  from  our  own  cerlaia  knowledge 
and  meer  motion,  forgiven,  remised,  released^  and  quitted 
claim,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, do  forgive,  remise,  release,  and  quit  claim  to  the 
aforesaid  governor,  bailiffs  and  cominonalt)'  of  the  society 
aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  the  aforesaid  twelve  thoa- 
sand  acres,  promised  or  mentioned  to  be  promised  in  these 
our  said  letters  patents,  and  every  parcel  thereof,  and  all 
our  right,  title,  claim,  interest  and  demand  whatever,  of^ 
in,  and  to  ihe  said  twelve  thousand  acres,  or  any  parcel 
thereof,  by  virtue  or  colour  of  our  said  letters  patents 
afore  recited ;  aod  also  all  and  singular  promises  or  pre- 
teaces  of  promise,  of  and  concerning  the  aforesaid  twelve 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  our  said  letters  patents  con- 
tained and  expressed,  or  in  any  wise  touching  the  same. 
Saving  always  to  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  the 
aforesaid  twelve  thousand  acres,  in  the  aforesaid  act^ 
ordinances,  and  decrees  of  our  Commissioners  of  Sewers 
aforesaid  expressed,  and  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors 
granted  or  mentioned  to  be  granted. 

And  whereas  the  aforesaid  governor,  bailiffs^  and  com- 
monalty of  the  society  aforesaid,  have  humbly  besought 
us  to  accept  from  them  of  the  surrender  of  our  said  letters 
patents  before  mentioned,  but  with  an  intention  that  we 
would  vouchsafe  to  grant  them  other  letters  patents,  with 
the  same  and  other  gifts,  powers,  privileges,  and  immu- 
nities conducive  to  the  promoting  of  the  work  aforesaid; 
which  surrender  we  have  accepted,  and  do  accept  by  these 
presents. 

And  whereas  our  dearly  beloved  and  faithful  cousin, 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  aforesaid,  and  others  of  our  loving 
subjects  his  participants,  consenting  to  the  entreaties  of 
many,  have  earnestly  endeavoured,  and  will  endeavour^ 
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at  their  own  great  expeace,  to  make  the  aforesaid  marshes  make  the  feu 
aod  fen  grounds,  in  our  aforesaid  counties  of  Cambridge,  putm^^ 
Huuiingdon,  Northampton,  Lincoln^  Suffolk,  and  Nor- 
folk, and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  containing  three  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  acres  of  land,  or  thereabouts,  (from  which^ 
being  covered  with  water,  little  advantage  redounds  to 
mankind,  except  from  some  few  river  fish  and  water  fowl) 
into  land,  meadows  and  pasture,  to  the  great  advantage 
as  well  as  of  those  parts  as  of  the  public,  in  which  they 
haTe  made  such   a  progress,   that  hereafter,  as  it  was 
hoped,  in  those  places,  which  lately  presented  nothing  to 
the  eyes  of  the  beholder  but  great  waters,  and  a  few  reeds 
thinly  scattered  here  and  there,  under  the  Divine  Mercy 
might  be  seen  pleasant  pastures  of  cattle  and  kyne,  and 
many  houses  belonging  to  the  inhabitants.     But  because  Bat  U  cannot 
such  a  body  of  water  cannot  always  be  drained  off  and  ontworka 
kept  from  those  places^  but  by  the  erecting  and  making  ^^^  ^mdw. 
of  meers,  banks,  dams,  dykes,  tunnels,  sluices,  bridges  Fop  which  pur- 
and  causeys,  and  other  works,  and  by  the  contmuing  and  acres  to  beset 
•opporting  the  same,  which  will  require  a  daily  expence;  profitsofwhich 
and  to  the  continual  support  of  the  charge  attending  so  JJ*i^*|J^g" 

great  a  work,  forty  thousand  acres  of  those  drained  fens  Bat  it  cannot 

...  ,  1  1      n  1       be  managed  bat 

are  intended  to  be  set  out  by  proper  bounds,  from  the  by  a  corpora- 
rents,  issues  and  profits  of  which  the  said  charge  is  to  be 
borne,  which  cannot  be  so  well  managed  by  individuals, 
who  are  often  dying,  and  who  leave  their  heirs  minors  or 
women,  by  no  means  equal  to  such  a  direction,  as  if  the 
expending  the  same  and  the  continuing  the  premises  was 
intrusted  to  the  care  of  discreet  men,  in  a  political  and 
corporate  succession. 

Know  ye  therefore  that  we,  taking  the  premises  into 
our  consideration,  and  being  willing  to  aid  and  assist  the 
progress  and  completion  of  the  said  work,  by  all  means 
that  we  can,  and  graciously  consenting  to  the  petition  of 
the  aforesaid  governor  and  commonalty  of  the  society, 
touching  the  premises  aforesaid,  of  our  special  grace,  and 
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fmia  our  CcrUiiu  knowloflgt'  and  nicer  jnotioti,  we  will 
that  for  ever  luTfafler  there  be  and  shall  be  one  society 
of  confiervators  of  the  feria,  within  our  counties  aforesaid » 
framed  into  one  boiJy  cor[>oriUe  sind  |Ki!itic.  And  we  do 
for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  iiuike,  create  and 
appoint  the  aforesaid  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  bis 
parlicipants,  Oliver  Earl  of  BiilliDgbroykei  Henrj^  Lord 
Maltrevers,  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Francis  Crane, 
Knight,  Chancellor  of  the  most  noble  Order  of  the  Garter, 
Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and  Baronet,  Sir  Thomas 
Tyringham,  Knight,  Sir  Robert  Lovett,  Knight,  Sir 
Filibert  Vernal,  Knight,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight,  \V'il- 
liara  Sams,  LL,D,  Oliver  Saint  John,  Esquire,  Anthony 
Hamond^  Esquire,  and  Samuel  Spalding,  Gentleman, 
and  others  to  he  elected  in  the  form  hereafter  directed, 
and  their  successors,  in  the  society  aforesaid,  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  in  deed  and  in  name,  to  have  suc- 
cession for  ever,  by  the  name  of  Governor,  Bailiffs,  aud  M 
Common  ally  of  the  Society  of  Conservators  of  the  Fens, 
in  ourCouiiliesof  Cambridge.  Hontingdon,  NorLhamptuii, 
Lincoln,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk,  and  the  hie  of  Ely,  and  ■ 
by  tliese  presents  will  that  they  be  called  by  the  name 
aforesaid ;  and  that  of  ihem,  one  be  governor,  another 
deputy  governor,  two  be  bailiffs,  and  the  rest  be  of  the 
commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  and  that  they  and  fl 
others,  to  be  elected  and  admitted  in  the  form  following 
into  that  society,  and  their  successors  by  the  same  name* 
may  have  perpetual  succession.  And  that  ihey,  and 
their  successors,  be  and  shall  be,  in  all  future  times,  per- 
sons fit  and  capable  in  law  to  have,  purchase,  possess,  and 
retain  landii,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  to  themselves 
and  successors,  in  fee  and  inheritance,  or  for  term  of  life 
or  lives,  or  years,  and  goods  and  chattels,  and  rights,  and 
debts  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature,  or  species.  And  also  m 
to  give,  assign,  demise,  and  dispose  of  the  said  lands,  1 
tenements,   and  hereditaments,  goods  and  chattels  ;  and 
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also  that  they  may,  by  the  name  aforesaid,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  and 
places,  and  before  all  the  judges,  justices,  officers,  mi- 
nisters of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  in  all  actions, 
pleas,  complaints,  and  demands,  in  manner  and  form,  as 
any  other  of  our  liege  subjects  fit  and  capable  in  law, 
or  as  any  other  body  politic  and  corporate,  may  and 
doth. 

Our  will  moreover  is,  and  by  these  presents,  for  our-  The  Earl  of 
selves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  grant  to  the  said  othen^ap"^ 
governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  society  afore-  ?°^^*^ 
said.  That  the  aforesaid  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  be  the  bailiffi  and 
first  and  present  governor  of  the  society  aforesaid,  and  *^°*™®'*  ^' 
the  aforesaid  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and  Baronet,  be 
the  first  deputy  governor,  and  the  aforesaid  Sir  Thomas 
Tyringham,  Knight,  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight,  be 
and  shall  be  the  first  and  present  bailiffs  of  the  society 
aforesaid,  and  the  aforesaid  Oliver  Earl  of  Bullingbroke, 
Henry  Lord  Maltrevers,  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Francis 
Crane,  Knight,  Sir  Robert  Lovett,  Knight,  Sir  Philibert 
Veroait,  Knight,  William  Sams,  Oliver  Saint  John,  An- 
thony Hamond,  and  Samuel  Spalding  be  and  shall  be  the 
first  and  present  commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid. 
And  we  make,  ordain,  and  create  the  said  Francis  Earl 
of  Bedford,  the  first  and  present  governor,  and  the  afore- 
said Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and  Baronet,  the  first  and 
present  di^puty  governor,  Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  Knight, 
and  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight,  the  first  and  present  bailiffs, 
Oliver  Earl  of  Bullingbroke,  Henry  Lord  Maltrevers, 
Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Francis  Crane,  Robert  Lovett, 
Philibert  Vernatt,  William  Sams,  Oliver  Saint  John, 
Anthony  Hamond,  and  Samuel  Spalding  the  first  and 
present  commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid.  Which 
governor,  our  will  is,  do  continue  in  his  office  until  the 
feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  which  shall  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
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five,  and  from  thence  until  he  or  another  be  elected  inlo 
the  place  of  governor  of  ihe  said  society*  And  ihat  each 
of  the  said  bailiffs  shall  conliuue  in  their  said  offices  re- 
spectivelj  until  the  f*aid  feast,  and  from  ihence  till  they  or 
others  are  elected  into  the  place  and  office  of  bailiffs  of 
the  society  aforesaid.  And  that  each  of  the  commonalty 
of  the  society  aforesaid  shall  respectively  continue  of  the 
said  commonalty  to  the  end  of  their  respective  lives, 
unless  for  just  cause,  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  governor, 
deputy  governor,  bailiffs^  or  comraonalty  be  removed  from 
his  place.  And  that  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and 
commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  and  their  successors, 
may  have  a  Common  Seal,  for  carrying  on  any  of  the 
causes  or  business  of  themselves  and  their  successors; 
and  that  it  be  lawful  for  them  the  said  seal  at  their  will 
and  pleasure  to  break  and  change,  and  make  new,  as  often 
and  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit. 

And  moreover  for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
we  grant  to  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty 
of  the  society  aforesaid,  in  any  convenient  place  within 
the  Isle  of  Ely,  to  be  fixed  upon  by  the  said  governor, 
bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  our 
leave  to  have  a  certain  Council  Chamber  and  Common 
Hall,  and  therein  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September 
in  every  year,  and  oftener  if  the  necessity  of  the  case 
requires  it,  themselves  to  assemble  and  meet,  and  with 
the  free  choice  of  tlie  aforesaid  governor^  bailiffs  and 
commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  or  the  major  part 
of  those  who  will  attend,  to  nominate  and  elect  one  dis- 
crete and  proper  person,  out  of  the  deputy  governor  ar 
commonalty  of  the  said  society,  to  be  governor  of  the 
said  society ;  who,  being  so  elected,  shall  remain  and 
continue  in  the  said  office  until  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
September  then  next  following,  and  from  thence  until 
he  or  some  other  be  elected  governor  in  his  room,  unless 
in  the  mean  time,  for  a  just  cause,  he  be  duly  removed 
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firom  his  place.    And  also  to  nominate  and  elect  one 
honest  and  discreet  man  to  be  deputy  governor  of  the 
society  aforesaid,  and  two  others  to  be  bailiffs  of  the  so* 
ciety  aforesaid ;  who  being  so  elected  into  the  said  offi- 
ces, shall  scTcrally  remain  and  continue  therein  until  the 
twenty-Dinth  day  of  September  then  next  following,  and 
from  thence  until  they  or  some  of  them,  or  others,  be 
elected  in  their  room,  unless  in  the  mean  time,  for  just 
cause,  they  or  any  of  them  be  duly  removed  from  their 
places.    And  also  that  all  those,  who  are  seised  of  not  penons  adted 
less  than  fifty  acres  of  the  said  fen  lands  in  fee  and  in-  ^^l^^ 
heritance,  may  for  the  time  being  admit,  elect,  and  put  dcd  Common- 
iato  the  commonalty  of  the  said  society  whomever  they 
till;  and  also  admit,  elect^  put  in  others  in  the  room  of 
dM>ie  who  die  or  are  removed,  as  often  as  to  them  shall 
teem  oecessary.     And  our  will  is  that  the  said  governor  Ooveraor,  De- 
and  deputy  governor,  and  each  of  the  said  bailiffs,  and  an7commoa*' 
toy  of  the  said  commonalty,  be  for  just  cause  removable,  ^^^^^  i^^ 
and  to  be  removed  by  a  majority  of  the  governor,  deputy  eaQse. 
gofenior,  and  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the  said  society 
u  aforesaid,  duly  summoned,  and  who  shall  be  present ; 
and  if  it  shall  happen  that  the  said  governor,  deputy  Vocancieson 
governor,  or  bailiffs,  or  any  of  the  commonalty  of  the  ,^^  ^  iS^ 
Mdctj  aforesaid,  do  die,  or  shall  be  removed,  by  which  fiUednp- 
bis  place  or  office  shall  become  vacant,  then  it  shall  be 
lawfbl  for  the  surviving  governor,  deputy  governor,  bai- 
liffs, and  commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  them- 
selves to  assemble  and  meet,  and  then  and  there  another 
penon  or  persons  to  be  governor,  deputy  governor,  bai- 
liffs, and  commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  in  the  form 
aforesaid,  in  the  room  and  stead  of  them  the  said  gover- 
nor, deputy  governor,  bailiffs,  or  any  of  the  commonalty 
or  of  any  of  them,  or  of  any  one,  either  dead  or  redioved, 
to  nominate  and  elect  into  their  office  and  place,  to  con- 
tinne  till  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  then  next 
following,  and  from  thence  until  he  or  another  be  newly 
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elected;  lo  be  continued  as  aforesaid.  Whicb  persons 
so  elected  may  and  shall  be  reipeclively  governor,  de- 
puty governor,  bailifTs^  and  comruonalty  of  the  society^ 
aforesaid,  in  forai  afortsaid.  And  we  do  by  these  pre-" 
sents,  for  us^  our  heirs  and  successors^  inake^  create,  and 
appoint  them  governor,  deputy  governor,  bailiffs  and 
commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  and  so  as  often  atJ 
the  case  shall  so  happen* 

And  moreover  our  will  is,  and  by  these  presents  we  dc 
grant,  for  ourselves,    our  heirs  and  successors^  to  the| 
aforesaid  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the 
ciety  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  that  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  bailiffs* 
and  commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  being  convoke 
by  the  governor,  or  deputy  governor,  of  the  society  afore* 
said  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  pait  of  them  which^ 
shall  be  then  present,  being  not  less  than  six  in  number, 
one  of  which  to  be  the  governor,  or  deputy  governorf^ 
from  time  to  time,  for  the  good  government,  support,  and 
public   advantage  of  the  society  aforesaid,   to   make^^ 
ordain,  establish  and  declare  any  statutes,  laws,  or  ordi- 
nances, touching  themselves  and  their  works  in  the  fen§^ 
and  to  apply  to  new  mischiefs  that  may  happen,  if  it  bej 
necessary,  new  remedies,  and  the  saine  to  execute.     Pro-i 
Tided  always  that  the  said  statutes,  laws,  ordinances,  aad^ 
decrees,  are  not  contrary  to  the  statutes  and  laws  of  Ibii 
our  realm  of  England. 

And  further  our  will  is,  and  by  these  presents  for  our* 
elves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  ordain  and  appoint 
that  the  aforesaid  Earl  of  Bedford,  above  in  these  presents 
nameo  to  be  governor  of  the  society  aforesaid,  and  every 
other  person  from  time  to  time  to  be  elected  into  that 
office,  beftfre  he  be  admitted  to  the  exercise  of  the  office 
of  governor  of  the  society  aforesaid,  or  enter  on  the 
office,  shall  take  his  corporal  oath,  on  the  Holy  Eva 
lists,  the  said  office   well  and  faithfully  in  all   tl 


ioaehfiig  the  slnd  office  to  execute,  before  the  deputy 

g<»teraoT,  baiMflfSy  and  society  aforesaid,  or  any  three  or 

more  of  tbem,  whereof  Ihe  governor,  or  one  of  the  bailiffs 

to  be  one;   fall  power  and  authority  to  administer  such  Deputy  Gcnrcr- 

oatk,  M  aforesaid,  to  the  aforesaid  Earl  of  Bedford,  or  aud  Soriety  to 

*iy  other  to  be  elected,  from  time  to  time,  into  that  *ll^''***" 

ofiee,  we^  by  these  presents,  do  give  and  grant  to  the  said 

depvty  governor,  bailiffs,  and  society,  or  any  three  or 

more  of  them. 

Our  wiH  moreorer  Is,  and  by  these  presents  for  oar-  Deputy  Gorer- 
icites,  oar  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  ordain  and  ap-  ^  take  MTolth 
pohil  that  die  aforesaid  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and  of  office. 
Boonet,  Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  Knight,  and  Sir  Miles 
Sandys^  Koight^  and  any  other  that  shall  hereafter  be 
deoted  iBio  the  office  of  deputy  governor,  or  bailiffs  of 
dM  tcld  society,  befoA  they  be  admitted  to  exercise  the 
sAce  of  deputy  governor,  or  bailiffs,  or  enter  on  the  said 
ofice,  rfiell  respectively  take  their  corporal  oath  upon 
Ae  Hdy  Evangelists,  the  said  offiee  well  and  faithfully 
Sad  things  touching  the  said  office  to  execute,  before 
die  gairemor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  society 
tfaresaid,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  to  whom  like 
power  and  authority  to  give  and  administer  such  tmth  as 
•foresaid,  to  the  aforesaid  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and 
BiroDet,  Sir  Thomas  Tyringham,  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys^ 
Inights,  and  every  other  person  from  time  to  time  into 
tbose  offices  to  be  elected,  we  by  these  presents  give,  and 
dris  without  any  commission  or  farther  warrant  on  this 
fBrtfrom  ns,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  be  had  and 
cbtdned;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  governor  Gof^mortaA 
wdA  bailiffs  of  the  society  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  ^]^^^r^ 
to  appoint  a  proper  form  of  oath,  to  be  taken  by  all  the  J^^^kwi******  ^ 
members  of  the  said  society,  their  officers  and  servants; 
•nd  we  give  and  grant  like  power  to  the  said  governor, 
Jcpoty  governor,  and  bailiffs,  and  their  successors,  for 
Ikemitlie  said  governor,  deputy  governor  and  bailiffs,  to 
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administer  tO|  and  take  from  all  the  metnbers  of  the  said 
socicly,  ihe  oath  in  the  form  aforesaid^  and  ihis  without] 
any  commission  or  farther  warrant  on  this  part  from  us^ 
our  heirs  and  successors,  to  be  had  and  obtained* 

And  farther  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge^ 
and  mere  motion p  for  ourselves,  we  have  given  and 
granted  to  the  aforesaid  governor,  bailiffs,  and  com« 
raonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  and  their  successors, 
the  conservacy  of  all  waters  and  banks  within  the  fens' 
and  marsh  grounds  aforesaid,  as  well  those  that  now  are 
as  any  that  shall  hereafter  be ;  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  wc  will,  and  we  grant  to  the  said  governor, 
bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid  and  1 
their  successors,  that  they  and  their  successors  shall  be 
for  ever  conservators  of  the  waters  and  banks  aforesaid  j  j 
and  we  do,  by  Oiese  presents,  make,  ordaio  and  consti- 
tute to  them  and  their  successors  the  power  over  the  ^ 
waters  and  banks  aforesaid,  by  themselves  or  their  ser« 
vants  to  seize,  lake  away  and  burn  nets,  wears,  and  all 
other  engines,  staunches,  mills,  and  all  other  nusances, 
in  and  upon  the  waters  and  banks  aforesaid  placed  or 
hereafter  to  be  placed,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  customs 
of  this  our  realm  of  England,  and  all  things  to  erect, 
make  and  execute,  in  and  upon  the  said  waters  and! 
banks,  which  any  other  conservators  of  any  waters  and! 
banks  may  and  do.  And  for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and] 
successors,  our  will  is,  and  by  these  presents  we  do  fur- 
ther grant  to  the  said  govtmor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty^ 
and  their  successors,  and  to  every  governor,  deputy 
governor,  and  bailiffs  of  the  society  aforesaid,  for  the 
time  being,  That  they,  and  two  or  more  of  them,  may  _ 
and  for  ever  hereafter  shall  have  a  power  of  enquiring^f 
by  ihe  oath  of  twelve  honest  and  lawful  men  of  those 
counties,  and  by  such  other  means  as  are  fitting,  of  all 
trespasses  and  offences  against  the  form  of  the  statute^j 
or  against  the  law  and  custom  of  this  oar  realm  of  Eng-^ 
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land^  in  and  upon  the  waters  and  banks  aforesaid  done, 
committed  or  perpetrated,  or  hereafter  to  be  done,  com- 
mitted or  perpetrated^  and  all  and  singular  the  same  of  And  hear  and 
liearing  and  determining,  and  those  who   are  convicted  same. 
tiiereof  of  punishing  by  fines  and  amercements,  and  other  ^^  S^amo^ 
penalties,  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  this  our  c«°i^ta. 
Tealm  of  England. 

Moreover  we  have  granted  to  the  aforesaid  governor,  Sidd  fines  and 
l>ailifiB,  and  society,  and  their  successors,  all  kinds  of  mntedtothe 
penalties,  fines,  amercements,  goods  and  chattels,  for  Coiporatou 
any  offences  in  and  upon  the  waters  and  banks  afore- 
said, against  the  form  of  the  statutes,  or  against  the  law 
and  custom  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  forfeited  and 
adjudged,  or  that  shall  be  hereafter  forfeited  and  ad- 
judged.   And  that  they,  and  their  successors,  shall  have 
the  same  of  the  trespassers  and  offenders  in  and  upon  the 
waters  and  banks  aforesaid,  and  all  others,  in  the  hands 
of  whomsoever  they  are  found,  or  from  whomsoever  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid,  and  all  the  said  fines  and  amerce- 
ments, goods  and  chattels,  by  themselves  and  servants  to 
sdze,  receive,  and  enjoy,  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the 
laid  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  society 
aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  without  any  estreat  thereof 
into  the  Exchequer  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  be 
sent  or  returned,  and  without  any  impeachment  of  us, 
our  heirs  or  successors,  or  of  any  of  our  officers  or  ser« 
vants. 

And  for  the  advantage  and  ease  of  those  who  live  in  a  weekly  mar* 
the  parts  aforesaid,  and  that  others  may  be  the  better  in-  annoSf  fidrt^ 
dnced,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  fairs  and  markets,  to  ?*?**?^[Lu* 
inhabit  those  parts,  our  will  farther  is,  and  by  these  pre-  ford.  Lord  of 

.     -  1  i_    •  J  X  A      t^e  manor  of 

sents  for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  grant  to  xhomey,  to  be 

the   aforesaid  Earl  of  Bedford,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  ^eW^t^w- 

ney. 

Thomey,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  they  may  have 
one  market  on  the  Thursday  in  every  week  within  the 
said  manor  of  Thomey,  and  also  two  fairs  annually  for 
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ever  at  Thorney  aforeaaid^  one  of  tbem  to  begin  oa  ihe 
first  day  oT  May,  and  tbroiigh  that  day  and  tlie  two  days 
next  the  same  day  folloivifig  annually,  to  continue  aad 
last;  and  the  other  oflhc  said  fairs  therei  on  the  first  day 
of  September  to  be  begun,  end  through  that  whole  day 
and  two  days  the  same  day  next  following  lo  be  con- 
tinued and  last,  together  with  a  court  of  pie  powder 
there  at  the  time  of  the  said  market  and  fair  to  be  held, 
together  with  reasonable  toll,  stallage^  and  picage  for 
stalls,  or  saleable  things  to  the  said  fair  or  market,  ip 
sale  exposed.  Together  wvith  all  liberties  and  free  cus* 
toms,  fines,  aoiercementa^  and  all  other  profits,  coin  mo* 
dities,  and  advantages  whatsoever,  to  such  kinds  of  mar* 
kets  and  fairs»  and  court  of  pie  powder  belonging.  Pro- 
vided always  that  the  said  market  or  fairs,  or  either  of 
them,  is  not,  or  are  not  to  the  damage  of  any  otlier 
neighbouring  markets  or  fairs. 

And  further  of  our  more  abundant  grace,  cerlain 
knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  will  for  ourselves,  axid 
by  these  preseola  for  us,  our  heirs  and  eaccessors,  we 
grant  to  the  aforesaid  Sir  Miles  Sandys^  Knight  ao^M 
Baronet,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Stretham,  his  heirs  and" 
assigns,  that  they  may  have  one  market,  to  be  held  oa 
the  Thursday  in  every  week,  within  the  manor  of  Sirel* 
ham  in  the  Isle  of  Ely«  And  also  two  fairs  aonually  for 
ever  to  be  held  at  Stretham  aforesaid,  one  on  the  Feast 
of  St.  Mark  to  begin,  and  through  that  whole  day  and 
the  two  days  next  following  the  said  Feast  annually 
continue  and  last;  the  other  of  the  said  fairs  ihere, 
the  Feast  of  Si.  Michael  the  Apostle  to  begin,  and  thronj 
that  whole  day  and  the  two  days  the  said  Feast  next  fol 
lowing  to  continue  and  last ;  together  with  a  court  of  | 
powder  there,  at  the  time  of  the  said  market  and  fairs  i 
be  held,  together  with  reasonable  toll,  stallage,  and  pic 
age  for  stalls,  or  saleable  things,  iu  the  fairs  and  raa 
kft^  afor^«»id  to  sak  exposed;  together  wtlh  all  lih 
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,  free  customes,  fioes,  amercements,  and  all  other  pro- 
coin  modi  ties,  aod  advantages  whatsoever,  to  such 
kind  of  markets  and  fairs,  and  court  of  pie  powder  be- 
longing. Provided  always  that  the  said  market  or  tairs, 
or  eilher  of  them,  is  not,  or  are  not  to  the  damage  of  any 
ether  neighbouring  markets  or  fairs. 

Wherefore  we  will,  and  by  these  pre^eots  for  us,  our 
rm  aod  successors,  we  strictly  charge  and  conifnand 
!iat  the  aforesaid  Earl  of  Bedford  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys^ 
aod  their  heirs  and  assigns  respectively,  have  the  afore- 
said fairs  and  markets  aforesaid,  together  with  a  court 
pie  powder  there,  at  the  time  of  the  said  market  and 
iks  to  be  held,  together  wTth  reasonable  toll,  stallage, 
and  picage  for  the  stalls,  or  for  things  saleable  in  the 
fairs  aad  markets  afor«esaid  exposed  to  sale,  together  with 
11  liberties  and  free  ctratoms,  fioes»  amercements  and  all 
Iher  profits,  commodities  and  advantages  aforesaid,  or 
io  any  kind  to  sueh  m^rke^  and  fairs  belonging.     Pro- 
vided atways  that  the  said  markets  and  fairs,  or  either  of 
thetn,  is  not  or  are   not  to   the  damage  of  aoy  other 
neighbouring  markets  or  fairs;  notwithstanding  our  writ 
^Bif  ad  Qw}d  Damnum,  or  any  other  writ  from  our  Chan- 
^Hpery  hath  not  issued  to  enquire  of  the  fairs  and  markets 
^Hibfesaid,  or  any  of  them,  before  the  making  of  these 

We  ifitll  moreover,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  we  grant  lo  the  aforesaid  governor, 
bailiffs  aud  commonalty  of  tlie  seeiety  aforesaid,  and  their 
soeeeMors  and  every  of  them,  a&  well  those  that  now  are 
af  those  that  may  be  hereafter,  lic«nce  and  faculty  within 
the  level  of  the  fens  aforesaid;  in  any  convenient  places 
they  shall  choose,  churches  and  chapels  with  chancels 
and  belfries  a-oew  to  erect,  build,  and  found;  and  to 
inclose  certain  pieces  of  land  to  the  said  churches  and 
dlBpels  adjoining,  for  the  purposes  of  making  church 
thereof  J  and  the  churches  and  chapels  so  built  ami 
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foanded  to  furnish   and  adorn   with    a    font  and  other 
things  necessary  for  the  administration  of  the  saeraiiient,fl 
and  other  divine  worship  ;  and  the  said  churches  and 
church  yards  to  cause,  by  the  ordinary  of  the  place  where 
they  are  built,  to  be  consecrated  and  dedicated  according 
to  the  eccIeBiastical  laws  of  this  our  realm  of  England ; 
and  that  the  said  governor^  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of 
the  society  aforesaid  and  their  successors,  and  every  of 
them,  such  churchea  and  chapels  so  founding,  after  the 
foundation  thereof,  be  for  ever  patrons  of  the  churches 
and  chapels  aforesaid,  and  have  the  right  of  patronage  of 
every  of  them,  and  of  presenting  to  the  same  on  every 
vacancy  a  fit  person,  by  the  ordinary  of  the  place  canon- 
ically  to  be  admitted    and  instituted,  and  duly  to   be 
inducted,  to  be  commanded.     We  will  moreover  and  by 
these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  grant  to 
all  bishops,  ordinaries  and  others,  as  well  those  who  now 
are  as  those  that  may  be  so  hereafter  whom  it  may  con- 
cern, that  they  and  every  of  them  the  churches  or  chapels 
aforesaid  when  they  are  built  and  their  church  yards^ 
may  consecrate  and  dedicate  to  the  Divine  Honour ;  and 
that  those  churches  and  chapels,  after  they  shall  be  so 
consecrated,  may  serve  the  inmates  and  inhabitants  for 
the  celebration  of  divine  service,  for  the  administring 
and  receiving  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
for  the  celebration  of  marriage,  the  baptizing  of  infants, 
the  burying  of  the  dead,  and  all  other  things  which  to 
churches  and  chapels  and  church  yards  do  belong.     And 
that  the  rectors  of  any  one,  or  any  of  the  said  churches 
or  chapels  respectively,  and  separately  be,  and  shall  be^ 
a  body  corporate  and  politic^  having  succession  for  ever; 
and  that  it  may  be  lawful  for  them  messuages,  lands  and 
tenements,  glebes  and  other  hereditaments  in  fee  simple, 
in  right  of  his  church  or  those  churches  or  chapels,  to 
acciuire  and  possess.     And  that  the  said  rectors  may  be 
provided  with  a  competent  support  respectively,  we  give 
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moreorer  by  these  presents  to  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and 
commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid  and  every  of  them^ 
as  well  those  that  now  are  as  those  that  may  be  hereafter, 
a  licence  and  faculty  any  lands  within  the  level  of  the 
kns  aforesaid,  or  others,  with  the  payment  of  tithes,  fruits 
and  other  things  there  growing,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
best,  for  the  said  rectors  to  charge ;  and  every  church  or 
chapel  aforesaid,  and  the  rectors  of  the  same,  and  their 
soGcessors,  with  tithes  as  well  great  as  small,  real,  per* 
flonal  and  mixt,  from  the  lands  aforesaid  growing  and 
renewing  to  endow,  and  as  well  such  churches  or  chapels 
with  tithes,  offerings  and  profits  to  those  churches  be- 
longing as  with  houses,  lands  and  tenements  for  them 
proper  to  endow,  and  all  those  things  to  the  rector  of  any 
SQch  church  or  chapel  for  the  time  being  and  his  suc- 
cessora  in  fee  to  be  possessed  for  ever,  to  give  and  grant; 
and  to  every  such  rector  and  his  successors  respectively  NoMthumd- 
all  those  things  to  require  and  hold,  by  these  presents  we  iK>tm«in, 
likewise  give  and  grant  a  licence,  notwithstanding  the 
Statote  of  Mortmain;  saving  always  to  every  rector  or  Saving  tone* 
vicar  of  every  mother  church  in  whose  parish  churches  ermy  motiier 
or  chapels  shall  be  founded  a-new,  all  his  just  rights,        churdi. 

And  because  the  building  and  constant  preservation  of  Corporation 
bridges  made,  and   the  preservation  of  many  sluices,  mauBt^Meof 
dvers  and  other  places  hereafter  to  be  built,  erected  and  JjJ^  ^  ^'^ 
made  to  bring  the  waters  within  their  banks  for  the  ad- 
vantage and  utility  of  the  public,  would  require  great 
iums  of  money,  we  will  and  grant  to  the  aforesaid  go- 
Yemor,  bailiff's  and  commonalty  of  the  society  afore- 
said and  their  successors  by  these  presents,  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  them  to  take,  have  and  receive 
to  themselves  and  their  successors,  the  reasonable  toll 
following.    For  all  horses  and  carts  to  pass  over  the  Tolls  spe^fied. 
bridges  newly  erected,  or  by  the  said  governor,  bailiffs 
and  commonalty  of  the  society  aforesaid  and  their  suc- 
cessors to  be  erected,  to  wit,  for  every  loaded  cart  four 
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pence,  if  it  is  not  loaded  iwo  pence,  fet  everj  hone  <ir 
mare  loaded  two  pence,  and  if  tbey  arc  not  loaded  one 
penny;  for  twenty  sheep,  calves  or  hogs  two  pcnoe,  and 
so  in  proportion  for  every  twenty  oxen  or  cows  fear 
pence,  and  so  in  proportion.  And  for  every  boat  passiag^ 
and  navigating  under  such  bridge  a&  abovesaid,  ibroa|^ 
tbe  drains  or  places  aforesaid  made  a^new  and  ■aintained 
by  the  aforesaid  governor,,  bailiffs  and  commuBahjr  of 
the  society  aforesaid,  not  excee^g  foar  too^  foot  penoe^ 
and  for  every  larger  boat  eight  pence  ;  for  eray  boat 
passing  through  the  sluices  araew  made  and  maintaaMd 
as  afoiesaidy  under  four  tc«i^  foiu  penee^  and  for  every 
larger  boat  eight  pence,  and  for  eveiy  person  in  sads 
boat  passing  such  sluice  as  aforesaid  one  halfpeady. 
Deeds  to  be  And  that  the  owners  of  all  or  aay  of  the  lands  aftve* 

enroUed  or  re-,.  tii.  «  «  «.m 

gistered  within  sQid  may  be  the  better  known^  and  on  any  reasonable 

L^Se*^.    ^®°'*  respecting  the  pablie  good  of  the  said  society, 

may  be  taxed  and  assessed  to  contribute  to  the  support 

of  the  great  buFtben  and  ex  pence  thereof,  we  will  thai) 

all  deeds  ood  evidence  by  which  any  paitof  the  saidisnd 

shall  by  any  means  be  conveyed  and  assured  from-  onetxi 

another,  sfaatt  by  the  porchasers  or  their  agenta  be  iniol* 

led  before  the  governor,  bailiffs  and  society  aforesaid,  in 

a  book  for  that  purpose  to  be  publickly  kept,  withia  three 

months  oext  after  the  date  of  the  said  deeds  or  evidence, 

for  a  reasonable  sum  to  be  paid  the  clerk  or  other  ofteer 

On  failare         ^^  ^^^  troahle  therein  had.     And  we  will  that  if  any 

therein,  party     owner  or  oGcispier  there  shall  not  within  the  sp«K:e  of 

forfeit  fmn-       three  moitlhs  as  aforesaid  enrol  or  cause  to  be  enrolled 

berH^'n^th^  ^^  dccds  and  eviidence  to  be  made  of  any  part  of  tbe  pre- 

prescnu  con-     atses,  that  in  such  case  he  shall  br  no  raeans^  have  and 
Umed.  ,  "^  , 

enjoy  idte  franchises,  liberties,  immunities  and  pri^iltges- 

aforesaid  in  these  ppesents^  contained. 

No  owners  of        ^^  whereas  it  Is  very  plain  and  manifest  Ibat  so-  ar- 

OTt  on  driY*  ***  dooua  a  work  canoat  be  performed  without  Hrach  labovr 

offices  out  of      and  pains,  and  that  ii  will  be  but  of  litUe  avatt  unlesa  it 
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b«  pseaerved  by  constant  attention^  labour,  expetiee  and  the  mdncti  of 
good  cottiKulf  tbai  therefore  the  governor,  bailiffs  and  ^  ^^' 
GprnmoQalty  of  the  aociety  aforesaid,  and  all  the  ooco- 
piers  aforesaid^  may  be  more  atteojtive  thereto  and  aasiat- 
ing  thereiOi  and  may  lemain  and  continue  happily  and 
peaceably  in  their  own  bouses^  places  and  poaseaaions 
vben  litiey  retire  thither  after  sujch  great  charge  and  la- 
boor^  for  refreshment  and  comfort,  without  any  fcav  of 
disquiet,  trouble  or  grievance;  of  our  more  abundant 
special  grace  we  have  granted  for  ourselves,  our  heirs  and 
snooeastors^  to  the  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of 
the  society  aforesaid,  and  every  of  them,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, and  we  will  that  none  of  them  be  put  without 
the  liberties  of  the  precincts  of  the  fens  aforesaid  on  as- 
sizes, juries,  attaints,  recognizances  or  any  inquisitions, 
although  they  affect  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  any 
others,  and  that  none  of  them  be  without  the  fens  afore- 
said collectors  of  tenths,  fifteenths,  taxes,  tallages,  or 
any  other  charges,  quotas,  or  impositions  of  any  kind,  by 
any  means  hereafter  to  be  granted  and  given  to  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors,  and  that  none  of  them  be  or  is  con- 
stable, receiver^  bailiff*,  or  other  officer  of  us^  our  heirs  or 
successors^  without  the  aforesaid  liberties  against  their 
wills. 

Our  will  moreover  is,  and  by  these  presents  we  grant  Thew  leuen 
to  the  aforesaid  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the  without  any 
society  aforesaid,  that  they  may  have  and   shall  have  ^^^^v^^* 
these  our  letters  patents  under  our  great  seal  of  England 
duly  made  and  sealed,  without  fine  or  fee  great  or  small 
to  us  in  our  hanaper,  or  elsewhere,  to  our  use  in  any  man- 
ner to  be  returned,  paid  or  made. 

Because  there   is  not  in  these  presents  any  express  Because  the 
mention  made  of  the  true  yearly  value,  or  of  the  certainty  premises  grant- 
of  the  premises  or  of  any  of  them,  or  of  any  other  gifts  ©^othnotap- 
or  grants  from  us  or  from  any  of  our  progenitors  or  pre- 
decessors to  the  aforesaid  governor,  bailiffs,  and  common- 
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alty  of  the  society  aforesaid,  any  statute,  act,  ordinaDce^ 
provisioD  or  proclamation  to  the  contrary  heretofore  had, 
made,  published,  ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other 
thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our 
letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witness  ourselves  at  WesU 
minster,  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  tenth  year 
of  our  reign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal, 

WOLSELET. 
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No.  XV. 

HAYWARD'8 
ORIGINAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  FENS.      »«>«. 


Cop^  of  Mr.  Hayward^i  General  Survey  of  the  Letel, 
iaken  A^  D.  1635-6. 


THE   CONTENTS    of    the   Fennes    by  Suiate 
Measure  both  of  Commons  and  Severalls.    Be* 
gining  on  Norfolk  side,  on  the  east  of  the  River  Nort. 
Ouze. 

JDenver  towne^  a  mowfen,  over  against  DeoTer. 

ISalters  Lode  \  by  the  river  Owse  west ; 
l)ownham  Comon  north;  and  the  high 
ground  east.     This  is  imbanked  ground      -    202    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  east,  by  Foreham  ground  south ;  the 
high  ground  east ;  and  the  river  west.  This 
is  also  imbanked  ground  -  -     190    2    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  wherein  Helgay  doth 
intercomon.  It  lieth  betwene  the  river  east ; 
the  Londiners  ffennes  in  part  west ;  the  New 
Podick  north ;  and  Maid  Lode  south  -  1 1 12    0    0 

It  is  devided  into  two  parts  by  the  New 
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FOralHUB* 


DcariuuD, 
otherwiae 
Wcariiam. 


Wrettoond 
Stoke. 


River^  whereof  the  north  part  contains  484 
acres,  the  soatb  parte  630  acres,  8ic. 

A  severall  adioyning  more  west  (late  Mr. 
Moares  of  London),  calkd  Mathers  Balds  : 
by  the  Londiners  ffennes  west  and  south, 
and  the  Podick  north 

Edward  Skipwiib,  Esq.  asererall  imbank- 
ed  ground  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
beiDg  part  of  his  manor  of  Fordham  s  by  the 
river  Owse  west ;  and  the  river  Wissy,  cal- 
led also  Stoke  River,  and  another  sewer 
south  .  .  - 

Idem,  other  imbanked .  grounds  of  the 
same  manor  adioyning,  more  south  and 
east :  by  the  said  river  Wissy  on  the  south 
and  west;  and  the  high  way  at  JUolgae 
Bridge  east    -  - 

Rozham  towne,  a  comon  ffenn  more  east : 
betwene  Mr.  Skepwith's  grounds  west;  RoXp* 
ham  Lode  east ;  and  the  said  riTer  Wissy 
south  -  -  -  - 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen 
more  east :  by  Dearham  grounds  east ;  Rox- 
ham  Lode  west ;  and  the  said  river  south    - 

Dearham,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning,  more 
east:  by  Dearham  Lode  east;  butting  south 
upon  the  said  river       .  -  . 

The  same  towne  another  comon  ffen  ad- 
ioyning more  east  (wherein  Weartiam  doth 
intercommon).  It  butteth  south  upon  the 
said  river;  north  upon  the  Abby  of  Dear- 
ham. Sir  Thomas  Dearham  hath  a  farm  and 
some  severall  grounds  at  the  south  west  cor- 
ner of  this  ffen,  to  be  deducted 

Wretton  and  Stoke  have  a  comon  ffen 
adjoyning,  more  east :  by  the  said  river  south ; 
and  the  high  grounds  north  and  east 


16    0    0 


-     236    0    O 


-    340    0    a 


104    1     a 


179    0    a 


309    0   a 


-    570    0    a 


828     1     O^ 
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The  same  towoes  have  another  comod 
ffen  adioyning  more  east :  by  the  said  river 
soath  and  east  ...    524    0    0 

The  same  towoes,  another  comon  ffen 
adioyning  at  the  north  east  comer  of- the 
former :  by  the  river  east ;  and  the  Calcje 
leading  from  Stoke  to  Stockbridge  north    -     106    0    0 

Norwald,  a  comon  ffenn  more  east :  be* 
twene  the  river  west ;  Meathold  Load  south ; 
Stoke  Calcy  and  the  feild  north      •*  -  1100    0    O 

The  same  towne^  another  comon  ffen 
more  east:  betwene  the  said  Lode  south; 
the  high  ground  north ;  and  the  road-way 
ftom  Stoke  to  Brandon  on  the  east  -     187    O    O 

Meathold,  a  litie  parceli  of  comon  ffen 
there,  more  south :  by  the  saide  Lode  north ; 
and  the  said  road*wiay  east  -  •        3    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  parceli  of  comon 
ffen  adioyning,  more  west :  by  the  said  Lode 
north ;  and  another  sewer  west      •  -      48    2    0 

The  same  towne>  a  parceli  of  comon 
adioyning,  more  west :  by  the  sewer  north 
and  east;  and  a  comon  way  west  -       12    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  title  parceli  of  co- 
mon adioyning,  more  west :  by  the  said  way 
east;  and  the  Fendike  north  and  west         -        3    8    0 

The  same  towne,  another  parceli  of  co- 
mon adioyning,  more  south:  by  the  said 
Fendike  west  -  -  -410 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyn- 
ing, more  west :  by  the  twoe  former  parcells 
east ;  the  way  by  Thornham  Close  and  the 
Lode  north ;  the  high  ground,  Slisham  Calcy 
and  Close,  and  an  old  Lode,  called  King*s 
-Lode,  south;  butting  west  upon  a  banke 
neare  Stoke  River       -  *  -    409    0    O 
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The  same  towne,  another  small  iBfen  being 
their  mowfen,  at  the  south-west  comer  of 
the  former:  by  a  bank  neare  the  river  and 
Broadfen  Lodei  on  the  north  and  west;  and 
Broadfen  on  the  south  and  east  -  -      64    3    O 

The  same  towne,  a  large  comon  ffen 
adioyning,  more  south,  called  Broad  Fen  : 
by  Broad  Fen  Lode  on  the  west;  Short 
Lode  south ;  and  the  high  grounds  east      -  2075    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyn- 
ing,  more  south,  called  Twene  Lodes:  by 
Short  Lode  north ;  and  another  Lode  devid- 
iug  it  from  Feltwell  grounds  souths  and 
Southmore  west  ...    425    2    O 

The  same  towne,  a  litle  triangle  peece  at 
the  south-west  corner,  being  parcell  of  the 
former,  and  cut  of  by  the  New  River,  It  lieth 
by  North  Fen  in  Feltwell  south ;  and  by 
Southmore  west  -  -  -       10    9    O 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  west  called  Southmore  :  betwene  Felt- 
well grounds  south ;  the  Kings  severalls  in 
Meathold  north  ;  and  Stacklode  west.  It  is 
devided  by  the  New  River  into  two  parts  ; 
whereof  the  lesse  part  on  the  north  side 
containeth  -  -  -  -40120 

The  other  part  on  the  south  side  containeth  1505    0    0 

The  Kings  Majesty  in  right  of  his  Dutchie 
of  Lancaster  (wherof  Meathold  is  a  parte) 
hath  in  a  great  severall  ffen  adioyning  more 
north;  by  Broad  fen  Load  east;  Stoke  river 
north;  and  the  Halffendike  west         -        -  1580    0    O 

The  Kinghath  another  severall  ffen  adioyn- 
ing more  west,'  by  the  Twelve  Foot  Draine 
west;  Stoke  River  north;  Southmore,  and 
the  Newe  River  south  -  -    989    O    O 
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A  part  of  this  severall  is  cuU  of  (at  ,die 
■outh-west  coni€;r)  bj  the  New  River;  lying 
^Mi  .the  other  side  of  the  river  next  Soathmore      21    0    0 

The  King  hath  also  another  severall  ffen 
.^dioyning  more  west :  by  the  Kings  Dike 
^west;  Stoke  River  north  ;  and  the  New 
Kirer  south  -  *  -    748     1    0 

A  part  of  this  is  also  cut  of  by  the  New 
Kiyer  at  the  south  end;  lying  there  by 
Soathmore  south ;  and  the  Kings  Ditch 
^est  -  -  -  -      93    a    0 

Southery  towne,  a  parcel!  of  comon  ffen  Sauthery. 

adioyning  more  west,  by  the  New  River 
north ;  and  the  feild  ground  west,  and  in  part 
south  -  -  •  -      66    8    0 

The  same  towne,  another  parcell  of  co- 
mon ffen  adioyning  more  west,  betwene  the 
New  River  north ;  and  the  ffeild  south        -     129    3    0 

Sir  Henrye  Willughby  certen  severalls 
in<»e  north :  betwene  the  New  River  south, 
and  Helgay  Feild  in  part  north;  with  a  bank 
near  Kings  Ditch  east  -  -     102    0    0 

The  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning  more  Halgay. 

north :  betwene  Helgae  high  grounds  west ; 
and  a  bank  neare  Kings  Ditch  east ;  butting 
north  upon  Wissy,  alias  Stoke  River  •    209    3    0 

The  same  towne,  a  narrow  spring  more 
east :  betwene  the  former  bank  west ;  and 
the  Kings  Ditch  east,  butting  north  upon  the 
former  rivers ;  south  upon  the  new  cutt       -        9    0    0 

Sir  Henry  Willughby,  certen  wett  grounds 
(being  meadowe)  at  the  west  end  of  the 
fferme,  called  Modoea :  by  West  Fen  in  Hel* 
gae  north;  and  the  banks  of  the  river  Owse 
west  -  -  -  -      40    0    0 

Idem,  six  severall  inclosures  adioyning. 
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more  south;  all  abbatting  upon  the  river 
bank  as  the  former.  Whereof  the  first  con- 
tains -  - 

The  second  -  - 

The  third     .  -  -  - 

The  fourth  -  -  -  - 

Thefifte       -  -  .  - 

The  sixte     -  -  -  - 

The  towne  ot  Sootheren  a  comon  ffen 
adioyning  more  east :  b j  the  river  of  Owse 
south ;  and  the  Ferry  Dike  and  Bank  east  ^     176    ^    0 

The  same  towne,  a  long  narow  parcell  of 
comon:  betwene  the  former  comon  ffen 
and  closes  souih;  and  the  feHd  grounde 
north ;  extending  in  leagth  from  the  townes- 
end  to  Modnea  Hedge  -  -      75    O   0 

The  same  towne,  a  parcell  of  4semofi 
more  east,  beyond  l^e  church :  betweUe  the 
feild  north,  and  Southmore  soutih ;  butting 
east  upon  another  pece  of  comon  neare 
King's  Dltch^formeriye  iset  downe  -       14    SO 

The  same  towne,  a  parcell  of  comon 
more  to  the  south-west :  by  the  yards  of  the 
dwelling-houses  on  the  north;  aod  South- 
moare  east   -  -  -  -       1£    0    O 

The  same  towne^  a  parcell  of  comon 
adioyning  more  south:  by  Stacklode  east; 
and  the  Ferrydike  west  *  -      £9    5     O 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyn- 
ing mOTC  south :  by  the  Ferrydike  and  river 
west;  and  Sir  Henry  Willughbie's  ground 
south  -  -  -  -     121    0     * 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffenn 
adioyning  more  east :  by  Stacklode  north, 
and  diverse  severalls  south  and  east  -    565    -0     '^ 

Sir  Henry  Willughby,  a  severall  with  a       ^ 
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eotment  upon  it  mote  apath  and  west :  by 
lie  two  former  peeces  norti  and  in  parte 
east;  and  the  great  river  west     -  ->     106    0    0 

Mr.  WUliam  Gibbon^  a  severall  with  a 
tenement  adioyning  more  $oath ;  by  Bran- 
don River  west  -  -  -      69    0    0 

Sootheres  towD^  a  comon  ffen  on  jllie 
west  «de  of  the  nver  Owse,  at  Preisthowses  ; 
with  a  ffen  called  Adymore,  lying  betwene 
tbe  river  Owse  on  the  east ;  Sir  Miles 
Sandysy  bis  imbanked  ground  iu  part  nortb, 
and  Creeklode  on  the  north-east     -  *•  1451    0    0 

Helgae  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioynipg  Helg«e. 

more  north ;  betwene  Creeklode  south ;  and 
a  new  draine  north  ;  tlie  river  Owse  east ; 
aid  the  severalls  called  Kings  Fenus  west       1315    0    0 

The  same  town%  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  north;  by  Mr.  Skipwith's  imbanked 
groaod  north  ;  and  the  river  Owse  east        -  l6l2    O    0 

Mr.  Skipwith  certen  imbanked  grounds  ad- 
iOfBiog  more  norths  with  a  tenement  upon  it; 
by  Maidlode  aorth,  and  the  river  Owse  east    710    0    0 

Sir  Henry  Willughby  certen  severalls 
called  Kings  Fen^and  the  Roads:  at  the 
west  ends  of  the  three  former,  by  Litleport 
and  Welends  grounds  west ;  New  Ditch 
loalh;  and  Maidlode  north  »  -1340    0    0 

Helgae  towne,  a  comon  ffenn  on  the  east 
tide  of  tbe  river  of  Owse  i  by  the  said  river 
weit;  Wissy  River  north;  and  West  Fenne 
lonlh  -  -  -  -     153    0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  ad- 
iofQing  more  east ;  and  bounded  north  and 
soQlh  as  the  former  -  -  -     122     1     0 

The  same  towne,  a  common  adioyning 
more  south  called  West  Fen ;  by  the  river 

L  2 
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Owse  west ;  and  the  high  groand  east  and 
south.  It  is  devided  by  the  New  River  into 
two  parts^  whereof  the  north  parte  containeth    336  O 

The  south  part  containeth  -  -    228    O    O 

The  same  towne,  a  narrowe  comon  on  the 
east  of  Helgae  Bridge,  betwene  the  severall 
and  high  ground  south  ;  and  Wissy  River 
north ;  butting  east  npon  Soothery  Comon      82    0    O 

Part  of  the  severall  there  inclosed  more 
south,  toward  the  bridge;  by  the  former 
ground,  east,  north,  and  west  -  -        2    d  20 

Sir  Henry  Willughby,  part  of  a  severall 
inclosed  at  the  south  side  of  Helgae  Feild ; 
betwene  the  high  ground  of  Helgae  east, 
north,  and  west;  and  the  low  groand  of 
Soothery  south  -  -  -7     10 

Feltwell.  Sir  Thomas  Woodhowse,  more  souib,  a 

severall  in  Feltwell  called  the  Farding ;  by 
Soothery  Comon  on  the  north  ;  and  the 
grounds  of  Sir  Henry  Willughby,  and  Mr. 
William  Guybon  on  the  west  -  -    228    O    6 

Sir  £dmund  Mowndford,  a  severall  ad- 
ioyning  more  east ;  by  the  said  Comon  of 
Soothery  and  Stacklode  norths  and  in  part 
west  ....    216    O    O 

Mr.  Ward  for  himself  and  Christ  College, 
in  Cambridge  (whose  fermer  he  is)  certen 
severalls  adioyning  more  south:  by  Brandon 
River  west;  butting  east  upon  Stacklode       1264    0    6 

Sir  Edmund  Moundford,  a  severall  ad- 
ioyning more  south:  butting  east  as  the 
former ;  west  upon  Mr.  Terrel's  ground  by 
Branflon  River  ...    574    0    O 

Sir  Thomas  Woodhowse,  a  severall  ad- 
ioyning, more  south :  by  the  comon  called 
South  Fen  on  the  south ;  butting  east  as  the 
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former ;  west  upon  John  Hay  ward's  ground 

and  Brandon  River        -  .  -    596    0    0 

Peltwell  towne,  a  comon  ffen  called 
Sonth  Fen,  adioyning^  more  south  and  east; 
by  Feltwell  Mow  fen  and  Hbckold  Comon 
Fen  south;  and  Stacklode  north     -        ^    -2318    0    0 

The  same  towne^  a  mowfen  adioyning 
more  sonth;  by  Brandon  River  and  John 
Parselie's  ground  south;  and  Mr.  Hining- 
ham's  ground  and  Uockold  Common  east  -    £99    0    0 

John  Parsley,  a  severally  by  the  former 
ffen  north  and  west;  and  Brandon  River 
south  -  -  -  -      22    0    0 

John  Hay  ward,  a  several!  more  west :  by 
Brandon  river  south;  and  Sir  Thomas  Wood- 
howse's  ground  north  and  east        -  -      41    0    0 

Mr.  Tirrell,  a  severall  adioyning  more 
west :  by  the  said  river  south      -  -      36    0    0 

Idem,  another  severall  with  a  'tenement 
upon  it  more  west :  by  the  former  east ;  the 
river  south ;  and  Sir  Edmond  Moundford^s 
ground  north  -  *  -       13    2    0 

Feltwell  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  north, 
called  Northfen :  betwene  Staklode  on  the 
south  and  east;  Meatholde  Southmore  in 
parte;  and  the  New  River  in  parte  north    .  1681     0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  east : 
It  was  a  parte  of  the  former  Northffen»  and 
devided  from  it  by  the  New  River.  Itlieth 
by.  Meathold  Comon,  called  Twene  Lodes, 
on  the  north ;  and  the  high  ground  east      -     852     0    0 

Mr.  Ward,  a  litle  severall  adioyning 
more  east:  by  the  former  Comon  on  the 
south,  west^  and  north  -  -       15    0    0 

Idem,  the  west  part  of  another  severall 
adioyning  more  east,  by  Staklode  south      -        7    0    0 
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Hockoide  Hockold    ta^Qe,    a  goukmi  ffsmi   nmre  • 

toxi&i  ;  by  Seaffe  and  Horsy  Fen  east ; 
Lakingale  aad  tbe  Byewhowae  ground  soii4li ; 
and  Feltwell  Fen  on  the  norlh        -  -  II60    0    O 

Mr.  HiniDgham^  a  sererall  adioynlog 
more  west,  called  Poolings,  wrth  a  tenement 
upon  it,  called  tbe  Brewbonse;  by  FeltweU 
Mowffen  weM; ;  and  Brandon  River  soath    -    MS     1  £0 

Idem,  a  set erall  on  tlte  ^dher  aide  of  tbe 
riv^:  by  the  said  riter  flortb;  HaHode, 
and  Delfdike  in  part  east  ^  »    39^    jO    0 

Idem,  anotbef  severall  adioyning  more 
soath ;  by  Delfdike  south  and  east ;  and 
Hallode  west  -  -  ^      50     I     O 

Idem,  a  seterall  mote  north  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  called  Scalds  }  hy  the  Co* 
mon  Fen  east;  tbe  former  ground,  called 
Poolings,  west,  and  tbe  river  south  f>     1.01:    SO 

Mr.  Pratt,  a  sererall  inclosed  woodgrotiisd  -  .        • 
more  east :  betwene  the  Comon  Fep  north  and 
west ;  and  die  Mo<wfen  called  Seaffen  on  the 
sooth-»east  '^  -  ••      48     1     O 

Tbe  same  townes  of  Hockold  and  Wilton, 
a  mowffen  called  Seafien  adioyning  more 
east:  by  Lainb  Lode  east;  and  the  liver 
south  -  •  •  -    537     h    0 

The  same,  a  comon  ffen  adioynioff  more 
north,  called  Horsyffen :  by  another  oomon 
ffen  west:  and  the  high  ground  north   ^     «    SOI     O    0 

The  same,  tnother  ffen  adioyning  more 
east,  called  also  Horsyffen:  by  tbe  high 
ground  north  and  east  -  ^     *9^    2    0 

The  same  townes,  a  comon  ffen  called 
Cowles  adioyning  more  south  :  by  the  river 
south ;  Lambs  Lode  west ;  and  Hochold  Lode 
east  ....    594    3 .  0 
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WiltoD  and  Hockold,  a^comofl  ffen  adioyn* 
ing  more  east :  bf  the  river  soatli ;  and 
WiliOD  Lode  east  -  *  -    2£5     1    O. 

Wilton,  a  comon  ffen  adtoymiig  more  east^ 
twene  the  riv^  soaih :  and  the  high  ground' 
north  -  -  -  ^    %20    a    0 

Another  comon  ffen  adioyning  more  east: 
betwene  the  river  south  ;  and  the  high 
ground  north  -  .  .     144    S    0 

Biandcm  towne,  a  ffen  adioyning  more  SurroLK. 

easty  extending  east  neare  to  the  bridge :  by  Brandoa. 

the  said  river  toutb,  and  the  high  groQbd 
north  and  east  -  ^      73    S    0 

The  same  towne^  a  parcel!  of  comon  more 
west  on  the  other  side  of  the  river:  betwene 
the  river  north;  and  the  high*  grbnnd  sontli      14    0    (X 

The  tame  towne,  another  litle  parceli  of 
comon  at  the  weat  end  of  the  former :  bonnd«- 
ed  north  and  south  aa  the  former     -  -      28    2    O 

The  same  towne,  another  narrow  peece  of 
comon  at  the  west  end  of  the  former :  ex* 
tending  west  to  the  Ferry-house  ;  and  bound- 
ed north  and  south  as  the  former    -  -      dS    €    0 

The  same  towne,  a  eomon  ffen  adioyning, 
Biore  west:  by  a  sewer  above  Manning's 
Cot  on  the  west;  and  bounded  north  and 
south  as  the  former      ...    ££4    0    0 

The  same  towne^  another  eomon  ffen  ad- 
ioyning more  west :  by  Lakingale  Mow£Fen 
west ;  and  the  river  north ;  with  a  tenement 
apon  it  neare  to  the  west  end^  and  called 
Whitehouse  -  -  -     l€2    5    0 

The  same  towne>  another  comon  ffen  at 
the  south-west  comer  of  the  former :  by  the 
said  mowffen  north;  and  other  ffeimts  of 
Lakingale  west  and  south  -  -     1£K^    O    0^ 
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1 

1 

^^^^^                 The  same  towiie^  aDother  comon   ffenn 

j 

B 

^^^^^B             more  east :  by  the  twoe  former  north  and 

1 

B 

^^^^^H             west;  and  Lakingale  ffeo  south   - 

351 

0 

^ 

^^^^^H                 The  same  towne,  a  comoD  Ifen  adioyEitng, 

1 

^^^^^H              more  east:    by    Lakingale   and    Wainford 

J 

^^^^^H              grounds  south ;  and  the  high  grounds  north 

i 

ii 

■^                        and  east 

236 

0 

0 

H       Wftin/ord-             Waiuford  towne,  certen  severalls  adioyn- 

' 

H                             iug,  more  south:  by  Lakingale  ffen  west; 

' 

H                           and  the  high  grounds  south  and  east 

288 

2 

0 

■      Lnkingale.             Lakingale  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning, 

^ 

^L                           more  west :  by  Brandon  ffennes  north  ;  and 

^^^^^^               the  high  grounds  south 

677 

3 

a 

^^^^^B                 The  same  towne,  a  narrow  comon  adioyn- 

^^^^^H             ing  more  west^  called  the  Bankes :  by  the 

-1 

^H 

^^^^^H             ffen  called  Stallard  on  the  wesL     It  serve th 

J 

VI 

^^^^^H              as  a  way  to  the  mowfen 

S3 

2 

0  1 

^^^^H                 The  same  towne^  a  long  ffen  (being  their 

M 

^^^^^H             mowfen)  at  the  norlh  end  of  the  former;  by 

4 

^H 

^^^^H            Brandon  grounds  east ;  the  river  of  Brandon 

1 

^1 

^^^^^B             north;  and  Stallard  south.     This  was  taken 

i 

|H 

^^^^^H               out  of  Stallard 

382 

0 

a  1 

^^^^^K                 The  same  towne^  a  comon  ffen  at  the  west 

1 

^^^^^B             end  of  the  former,  beiwene  Stallard  south 

^J 

^^^^^^              and  the  river  north.    There  is  a  cotage  upon 

4 

^1 

^^^^^B              it  at  the  north-east,  called  Dewes  Cot 

88 

2 

0 

^^^^^B                  Mr.  Steward,  a  several!  at  the  west  end  of 

^^^^^B              the  former :    by  the   river  north ;    Stallard 

^^^^^B              south,  and  Croswater  west 

IS 

2 

a 

^^^^^B                 Idem,  a  several!  more  north  beyond  the 

^^^^^^B              river :  by  the  said  river  south  and  west ;  and 

^^^^^^L             tbe  comon  north  and  east 

25 

0 

0 

^^^^^^H             Lakingale  towne,  a  parcell  of  comon  ad- 

^^^^^F*            joyning  more  north :  by  the  grounds  of  Hock- 

♦J 

■ 

^^^^V             old  and  Wilton  north  and  west,  and    the 

m 

^ 

^^^^B  *             river  Este 

38 

2 

i 
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The  same  40wne,  a  large  oomon  called 
Stallard,  more  to  the  south-east:  betweoe 
tLe  mowfen  north ;  the  Dairow  comon  called 
the  Banks  east ;  and  Croswater  alias  High 
liode  sonth  -  -  -  1274    0    0 

A  severall  there  more  south :  by  the  former 
grotinde  east,  north  and  west ;  and  Cros- 
water in  part  south  -  -  -       16    3    0 

Another  litle  triangled  severall  adioyning 
iiKMre  south :  by  Croswater  souths  and  Stallard 
east  -  -  -  -        7    3    0 

Another  litle  several!  more  south :  by  Cros- 
water norths  .and  Winterlode  west  -        7    3    0 

The  Towne,  a  peece  of  comon  ffen  adioyn- 
ing more  south :  by  Winterlode  west ;  and 
Milmarsh  Lode  on  the  south-east  -      47    3    0 

TThe  same  towne,  a  parcell  of  comon  ffen 
uore  east :  by  Croswater  north ;  Milmarah 
Ix>de  west;  and  Willow  Lode  in  parte 
soath  -  -  -  -      97    3    O 

A  litle  triangled  severall  more  south:  by  the 
former  ground  north ;  other  comon  ground 
south;   and  Willow  Lode  west        -  -        1.0    0 

Another  severall  inclosed  more  north : 
compassed  about  with  the  former  comon  on 
every  side  -  -  -  -800 

Another  long  severall  there  more  north : 
by  the  former  comon  south,  west^  and  north ; 
and  another  severall  east  -  -      17    0    0 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  east :  by 
^  comon  ffen  south  and  east;  and  Cros- 
water north  -  -  -      33    0    0 

Another  severall  more  to  the  south-west : 
liy  the  comon  flfen  on  every  side     -  -      1110 

The  towne  of  Lakingale,  a  comon  ffen 
adioyning :  by  the  two  former  severalls  in 
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part  north ;  Vidy  Caloye  sotttb ;  and  Wi?- 

lowlode  west  -  •  -    304    ■%    6 

The  same  towne,  anethef  eomott  ff^  ^i^ 
ioyning,  more  soatkx  by  the  said  Calcy 
north ;  and  Willowlodeon  the  south-west  -    40S    0    O 
Undlcy.  Sir  Thomas  Jermie's  fferme,  called  Vnly, 

hath  certen  severaJls  inbre  west :  by  Wil- 
lowlode  and  Vuly  high  groands  east;  the 
intercom'  of  Lakiogak  aoEid  MikioU  soiitb ; 
and  the  fennes  crited  Sedgefen  and  Tl^wn-^ 
more  north  and  west    -  -  ^    49^    0    0 

The  lowne,  a  comon  ffen  adi6yning  tiKHts 
Qorth^  called  Sedgefen:  by  Willowlbde- 
popelode  on  the  easft  aad  nortb-west  -      88    O    0 

The  same  towiie,  another  comoii'  tktk 
more  west,  oiUed  Towntnore :  by  Vuly  ^t* 
▼erallseast;  Popelode  north;  and  Bea:ch* 
lode  south  and  west     -  »  *    579    O    0 

The  same  towne^  a  comoft  Iten  adioyn- 
ing  mora  north :  by  Plantlode  in  part  north ; 
and  Popelode  south  and  in  part  ea«tt  and 
west  -  •  -  -    851     O    0 

A  several!  more  to  the  north-ea»l:  by  the 
former  comon  south  and  west ;  Winterlode 
east;  and  Higblode  north  -  -      63    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  fFen  more  west, 
called  ArkinstaH :  betwene  the  la»t  former 
comon  south  and  east ;  Reacblode  west ;  aftd 
Plantlode  north  -  -  -     174    3    0 

The  same  towne,  a  liile  parcell  of  comon 

more  west^  called  Fardii^hiU,  neare  BnUards 

Stake:    by   Reacblode   east;    and   Milnoll 

SedgefFen  south  and  west,  and  in  part  aordi       14    l>    0 

Common,  A  licle  se^erall  more  fiorth :  by  Plfeintbde 

10   0   0  ^ 

south;  the  Botesgangs  north  atid  east 5  and 

Delfdike  west  -  .  •        8    d    0 
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Mr.  Stewaidy  a  several  adHoynkig,  more 
north  and  east^  called  Botesgangs  :  by 
Plantlode  soalh ;  and  Avdrjlode  idias  Delf* 
dike  north  and  west      -  -  •    £69    O    0 

The  same  Iowd^  of  Lakiogak,  a  parcell 
of  eomon  ffenn  adioyoiog  mi^re  east  i  by 
anctther  parcell  of  comon  and  a  severall  of 
John  Crane's  east;  and  Plantlodd  south     •     ll€    2    0 

The  same  toame^  anotWr  piitdeH  of  ^^eoion 
ffenn  adioyning  more  east :  by  Platttlode 
•oath ;  Crosswater  east ;  certen  severaHs  and 
Cross  water  in  part  north  «  -     ISl     1     0 

Jobii Crane,  a  severall  by  the  former  comon 
south::  and  Crosswater  on  ibe  ncn-th-^east    -      35    O    0 

Mr.  William  Baroe«  a  sereralt  adioynmg 
more  west:  by  tjke  comon  south  and  west; 
and  Crosswater  north  -  -  -      45    2    0 

John  Crane^  a  severaH  more  west :  by  the 
commons  east,  south,  and  west ;  and  Cros- 
water  north  -  -  -^30 

A  severall  more  west,  at  the  meetitig  of 
Avdrilhlode  and  the  river :  by  the  said 
Lode  on  the  sonth^east ;  and  the  river  on  the 
nofth-e^t  -  -  -       35     I     0 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  west: 
by  the  comon  iBfenn  on  the  north  and  west, 
and  in  part  south  -  -  -       15    0    0 

The  same  towne  of  Lakingale,  a  parcell  of 
comon  ffen  adioyning  more  west:  by  Delfdike 
west ;  Brandon  River  north ;  and  Avdrylode 
south  -  -  -  -       47     0    0 

The  West  ends  of  three  small  severalls, 
southward  from  Lakingale  Church;  betwene 
the  ffen  west  and  the  high  ground  east        -        2    2    0 

Lakingale  towne,  a  small  parceH  of  eomon 
adioyning  more  south :   betwene  the  high 
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ground  and  the  fleii  wesl ;  with  a  gorj?  point 

1 

1 

at  tlie  south  end              -             * 

8 

3 

"1 

The  same  towne,  another  small  parcel!  of 

J 

comoo   adioyning   more   south,   by  Eswell 

1 

J 

ground  south :    and  bounded  east  aod  west 

1 

■ 

as  the  former;  with  a  gory  point  at  the 

1 

north  end             -             -             - 

6 

2 

0  ' 

1        EsweU* 

Eswell,  a  comoo  turffeu  at  Eswell  mill : 
by  the  uilllstreamc  souths   and   Lakingale 
Feu  north;    hutting  west  with   a  narrowe 

point  upon  Pevers  Lode 

29 

1 

0 

A  severall  there  more  east :  by  the  former 

parte  west ;   aod  the  millbank  south 

6 

3 

0 

The  same  to  woe  of  Eswell,  a  comou  flea 

there  more  south  :  by  the  milstreame  north  ; 

H 

Pevers  Lode  west;  the  higb  ground  east,  and 

- 

^H 

the  several] s  south        -                .                 - 

134 

0 

u  1 

Certen  wet  ground  wtlbin  the  severalls 

J 

adioyniog  more  south  :    by  the  high  ground 

1 

east  and  south ;   and  Pevera  Lode  west 

12 

0 

^  1 

The  same  towne  of  Eswell,  a  parcell  of 

1 

comon  more  south,  at  the  townes  end :  be- 

^H 

twene  the  high  ground  north  aod  east ;  and 

^^ 

Pevers  Lode  oo  the  soulh*west 

50 

0 

0  1 

The  same  towne,  a  parcell  of  comon  ffeo. 

1 

on  the  other  side  of  the  Lode  ;  by  the  Lode 

^J 

north  and  east;  and  the  high  ground  south 

^1 

and  west      -                 -                _                 - 

8 

0 

0    1 

The  same  towoe,  aoother  pcece  of  comoo 

1 

ffen  more  to  the  oorth-wesl,at  theFatbridge : 

^J 

by  the  said  Pevers  Lode  east;  and  the  high 

^H 

^■^^    « 

ground  south,  west,  and  north 

The  same  towne^  another  small  pece  of 
comoo  adioyoiog  more  north,  with  a  fence 
at  the  north  end :  by  the  said  Lode  east ;  the 
high  ground  north  aod  west.  Il  is  par  ted  from 

• 

* 

68 

2 

1 

0   1 

the  former  with  a  narrow  pece  of  ground  as 

away  -  -  -  -520 

The  towne  of  Millnoll,  a  comon  ffen  there 
adioyniDg,  by  Hignole  Hards  and  Willow 
Lode  north ;  Pevers  Lode  east ;  and  the 
high  gronnds  south    '  -  -  -    800    0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  ad- 
iojning  more  west:  by  Stacklode  on  the 
south*west;  Baldnis  Lode  north;  and  the 
high  grounds  on  the  south-east       -  -  1018    0    O 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  ad- 
ioyning,  more  west :  by  Potters  Lode  north ; 
Stacklode  on  the  north-east ;  and  the  high 
gtronnd  on  the  south-east  -  -  2055    0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  ad- 
ioyning,  more  south:  by  MilenoU  River 
west  and  south ;  and  the  high  ground  east  -  1220    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  mowffen  adioyning, 
more  north :  by  the  two  former  south  and 
east;  and  the  river  west  -  -    512    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning, 
more  north :  by  Potters  Lode  north ;  and  the 
river  west     -  -  -  -    553    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning, 
more  north,  called  Burndffen  *.  by  the  river 
west;  Ely  Great  Shell  north;  and  Beggers 
Lode  east      -  -  .  -  1737    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffenn  adioyn- 
ing  more  east,  called  Sedgeffen :  by  the  fen 
called  Litle  Shell  north;  and  Reachlode 
east  -  -  -  -    586    0    0 

The  same  towne,  an  intercomon  with 
Lakingale,  at  the  south  end  of  the  former : 
letwene  Townmore  east,  and  Burndffen  west    254    0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  intercomon  with 
Lakingale  at  the  south-east  comer  of  the 
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former :  by  Baldios  Drove  Boutb>  and  Voljr 
aevoralls  north  and  north-west         -  -     378    O    0 

Cambridob.         Jselham  towne  more  »oath,  a  small  fTen 
laelhin.  called  Frecknams :  by  MillnoU  Oliver  north ; 

and  a  Lode  or  Sewer  west^  ,and  the  high 
ground  south-east         -  -  -      37    0    0 

The  same  towne^.a  €o«K>n  ffen  adioyniog 
more  west^  called  East  Fen :  betwene  MilooU 
River  north,  aUd  the  high  ground  south.  It 
hath  a  tenement  upon  it  called  the  Church- 
bowse  -  -  -  -     173    O    0 

The  same  lowoe,  a  coraon  ffen  adioyning 
more  west:  by  West  Fen  west;  the  high 
grounds  south ;  and  the  river  north-east     -    912    4)    0 

The  same  towne»  a  long  comon  adioyniog 
more  west,  called  West  Fen  ;  by  ttie  high 
grounds  south,  uid  Soaaae  Feunes  w^at^  fiad 
in  part  north  -  -  •  1045     0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  more 
north  I  betwene  the  two  former  on  the  south, 
and  in  part  west;  and  the  river  east  -    6bO    O    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comosn  ffen  ad- 
ioyning  more  west :  by  the  former  ffen  and 
the  river  east,  and  West  Fen  south;  and 
Soame  Fennes,  called  Gj-eat  and  little  Mc^ 
land,  on  the  west  and  uorth  -  -    308     1     Q 

Soamc.  Soame  towne^  a  comon  ffen  called  Li  tie 

Metland  adioyning  more  south :  by  Gr«at 
Metland  West ;  and  the  ffen  ealled  the 
Borders  south  ...    370    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen.  adioyning 
more  south,  called  the  Hasse :  betwene  Jsel- 
ham Westfen  east ;  and  the  Borders  west        587    0    0 

The  same  towne»  a  comon  jQEen  adioyniAg, 
more  south,  called  EUt«t  Fen:  by  JsGilham 
West  Fen  east  ...    470    O    0 
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The  same  towne^  a  oomon  ffen  adioyniDg 
sore  soalh^  called  Soatne  Moare ;  by  Mil- 
streame  north ;  and  the  high  ground  ^soath 
and  east        •  *  •  -     IBl     fi    O 

The  same  towne^  a  cpmon  ffen  adioyning, 
Biore  east^  called  Fordham  Moare :  by  the 
said  Milstreame  west  and  south ;  and  the 
high  ground  east  ...    418    0    0 

A  seyerall  parcell  of  meadow  gropnd  more 
west :  betwene  East  Fen  east ;  and  Qnaffen 
alias  Calffen  west ;  butting  north  upon  the 
said  Qnaffen  -  -  -      28    3    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  west  and  north,  called  Quaffen  alias 
Calffen 2  by  the  Borders  south;  and  the 
Hasse  east   -  -  *  -     198    2    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  norths  called  the  BoKders,  compassing 
in  with  diverse  corners  the  high  grounds  of 
Soame  on  the  south  :  and  lying  by  Stoklode 
and  the  grounds  of  Stuntnea  and  Nomea  on 
the  west ;  Great  and  Litle  Motland  on  the 
morth ;  and  the  Hasse  on  thie  east,  with  400 
lard  ground  .  •  .  1800    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  pece  of  comon  in 
Crreat  Motlam  adioyning  more  north:  by 
Xitle  Motlam  and  Soam  grounds  east ;  and 
>Iilnoll  River  north     -  -  •    840    0    0 

Sir  Robert  Heath  hath  in  severalty  the 
residue  (being  the  west  part)  of  Great  Met- 
land :  betwene  the  former  part  east ;  and 
£ly  ffennes  north  and  west  "  -  1500    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more 
«outh,  beyond  the  churchy  called  Horscroft : 
by  Soame  ffeilds  east ;  the  Moare  and  Mear 
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gronnds    north    and    west;    and    Wickia 

grounds  south  .  .  ^    470    0    Q 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  west, 
called  Sea  Lodefen:  by  Wickin  ground 
south  and  west ;  the  Meare  east ;  and  Sea- 
lode  in  parte  north        -  -  -    135    2    O 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  norths  called  Sedgeffen:  by  Sealode 
north;  butting  east  upon  the  Mear  grounds     199    O    O 

The  same  towne^  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  north,  called  Barwayffen :  by  the  for- 
mer ffen  and  Sealode  south ;  Barway  seve- 
ralls  west;  Great  Caffen  and  Hennehill 
north  -  -  -  -    343    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  west^ 
called  Fforden :  by  Sealode  in  part  north ; 
and  Wickin  grounds  east,  south  and  west  •     156    2    0 

A  severall  there  more  west^  called  Bug- 
bech ;  by  the  Middle  north ;  and  Thetford 
ground  south  and  east     -  -  -        7    0    0 

Mere,  a  comon  within  Wicken^  which 
lyes  in  Soame,  which  is  to  be  added  to 
Soame  -  -  *  -      85     1    0 

The  same  towne^  a  pece  of  comon  there 
adioyning  more  west,  called  Lugffen  :  by  the 
river  at  Harrim  west^  and  Thetford  grounds 
south  .  •  .  -       13    3    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffenn  adioyning 
more  north,  called  the  Middle :  by  the  river 
west ;  and  Sea  Lod  on  the  north-east  -      81     J    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  east, 
called  litle  Fen :  by  Barway  severall  north, 
east  and  south  -  -  -      17    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning, 
more  west,  called  Litle  Caffen :  by  the  river 
of  Owse  west;  and  Sea  Lode  south  -      71    0    0 


Sir  Robert  Heath,  a  eeverall  ffetiue  ad- 
ioyniDg,  more  north,  called  Great  Cafifen  : 
by  the  river  of  Ow'se  west;  aad  Stoklode 
norih.  The  New  River  crossetb  over  it,  at 
ae  west  end  whereof  300  bard  ground 
Mr,  William  Guybbon,  two  tenements 
and  certen  grounds  at  Pries  ihowses :  be- 
Iwene  Whelpraore  on  the  south-west,  and 
Brandon  Kiver  on  the  north-east ;  extending 
west  to  the  river  Owse  at  Prieslhowscs 

Idem»  a  tenement  and  grounds  adioyning, 
more  east,  called  Warners :  betwene  Brandon 
River  north)  and  Whelpmore  south 

A  tenement  and  grounds  adioyning,  more 
ea&t^  called  Redmore  i  by  Hallode  east;  and 
ihe  river  north  ;  and  Whelpmore  sonlb^  and 
]Q  part  west  ^  -  - 

Litleport  towne^  a  great  comon  adioyning, 
more  soulhi  called  Whelpmore  (wherein  EUe 
and  Downham  do  intercomon).  Itlieth  be- 
Inreae  the  three  former  grounds  north  ;  Hal- 
lode  and  Delfdike  east;  Sparadelf  Shepey 
and  Burndffen  south  ;  and  the  river  Owse 
west  -  -  - 

The  same  lowne  (with  the   same   inter- 

comoniog  townes),  another  comon  ffen  ad- 

ioyoing,  more  south,  called  Bnrndffen  ;  by 

Sliepey  and  Shepey  Lode  east;  and  the  river 

Owse  westf  and  in  part  south.    It  is  devided 

into  two  parts  by  a  new  cut  from  Milnoll 

River,  whereof  the  south  part  contains 

The  north  part  contains 

The  same  towne  (with  the  same  inter- 

comoaes)^   a   fen   there  more   west,   called 

Padnoll :  by   the  river  of  Owse  east ;  aud 

■  Ely  Mowffen  south 


-     440     O     0 


504     0     0 
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The  9fitne  Iowdc  (wilh  tbe  aaoie  inter- 
comonerB),  a  comon  fFen  adioyning,  more 
north  and  weat:  by  LUleporl  River  and  the 
river  of  Owse  at  the  Chaire  on  the  north; 
the  Baid  river  of  Owse,  the  former  ffen  and 
Elie  Mowffen  on  the  east;  the  Broades  in 
the  river  of  Owse  neare  Elie  south ;  and  the 
high  grounds  west.  The  New  Cnt  crosseth 
over  the  north  end  of  this  ffen  neare  to  the 
Chaire  -  -  -  -  WIO    0 

The  same  towne  (with  the  same  inter- 
comoners),  a  comon  ffen  adioyning,  more 
weat :  by  Bowoham  Parke  and  Salestree 
Lode  west;  Hirkham  Closes  south ;  Li  deport 
Peild  east ;  and  Blacklode  north 

Litleport  towne,  a  comon  Ifeo  adioyning, 
more  norths  called  Blacklode;  by  Camollode 
north;   and  the  river  to  Welley  Bonth 

The  same  towne,  a  ffen  adioyning,  more 
north,  called  Catnoli  i  Jjy  Wellnea  River  on 
the  east  and  north        -  *  •     366 

The  same  towne,  a  litle  comon  ffeo  ad- 
ioyning, called  Cambridge  Croft  i  by  the 
former  south  and  east;  and  the  river  north  -       36     2 

The  same  towpe^  a  mow  Ben  adioyningj 
more  west;  by  the  Iwoe  former  east;  and 
Westmore  north  and  west.  This  is  called 
Marffen        -  -  ^  -     442    0 

A  messuage  and  certen  severall  grounds 
there  more  north,  called  Apeshall :  by  West- 
more  on  the  west  and  in  pa  it  north ;  Wei- 
nea  River  east  j  and  certen  other  severall s 
south  -  -  -  -     J  70    2 

Other  severallB  there  adioyning  r  by  the 
former  grounds  of  Apeshall  east,  west  and 
north;  aad  the  river  south  -  -       18     0  , 
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Other  severalls  there  more  north:  by  the 
former  grounds  of  Apeshall  south ;  the  river 
north  and  east ;  and  other  several  1  of  Apes- 
hall  west       -  -  -  - 

Other  severalla  of  Apeshall  adioyning 
more  west  t  by  the  river  north  ;  and  West- 
more  south  and  west    .  ^  * 

A  severall  more  to  the  north-west,  being 
parcell  of  the  ground  called  the  Hundred 
Acres :  by  the  residue  of  the  said  ground 
north  ;  the  river  east;  and  Westmore  south 
and  west       •  -  -  - 

Another  severall  adioyning,  being  the  re- 
sidue of  the  said  100  acres  :  by  the  former 
south  -  the  river  east ;  and  Westmore  south 
and  west  .  .  - 

A  great  comon  fftn  there  adioyningi  called 
Wettraore,  wherein  divers  townes  do  inter- 
comoa.  It  lieth  betwene  Welnea  River  and 
Litleport grounds  on  the  east;  Salestre  Lode 

[and  Downhatn  Parke  ffrith,  and  Coveny  Lode 
on  the  south  \  by  Willow  Lode  west ;  and 
•he  Newe  River  on  the  north  part 

The  towne  of  Litleport,  a  comon  ffeu 
more  east,  called,  at  the  south  end,  Church 
Fen,  and  at  the  north  end,  Wood  Fen :  lying 
betwene  Welnea  River  south  ;  the  same 
river,  and  diverse  severalls  west;  New  Ditch 
north,  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys  his  imbanked 
grounds  with  willow  rowes  east 

Certen  severalls  there  adioyning:  betwene 
Welnea  River  west;  New  Ditch  north  ;  and 
^e  former  comon  east  and  south 

Certen  other  severalls  more  to  the  north- 
west: betwene  New  Ditch  and  Welnea  River 
^^  the  sooth  and  west;  and  the  common 

m2 


88     3     0 


50     1     O 


66     1     0 


56    3     0 


Westmore, 

Tbe  other  part 
of  this  fcnn  is 
set  down  iofoU. 
£166J 


-  8454     0     O 


1481      O     O 


-     304    0     0 
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Well  md  Well- 


ffen,  called  the  Hale,  in  part  on  the  east  and 
north  ,  .  •  - 

The  same  towne  of  Litleportj  a  comon 
ffen  adioyning  more  east,  called  the  Hale  : 
belwene  the  severalles  and  New  Ditch  on  the 
south  and  is^est;  Welnea  groundes  north  ; 
and  Sir  Henry  Willughbees  grounds  east        1040     0    0 

A  several!  in  Lilleport  called  Crouch meare: 
by  the  former  comon  called  the  Hale  north 
and  west ;  New  Ditch  south ;  and  Sir  Henry 
Willughbees  grounds  east  -  -     IBO    O    0 

Sir  Miles  Sandys,  a  large  Sen  imbanked 
with  a  tenement  upon  it  neare  Preists 
Houses :  by  the  comon  ffen  on  the  south 
and  west;  Adimore  north  ;  and  the  banke  of 
the  river  of  Owse  east.  It  is  planted  with  a 
double  row  of  willowes  on  the  eas4  side, 
the  south  endj  and  half  of  the  west  side      -  1350     O    O 

A  tenement  and  severall  ground  at  the  • 

north-east  corner  of  the  former:  by  the 
former  ground  on  the  south-west ;  the 
liver  bank  on  the  south-east;  and  the  ffen 
called  Adimore  north    -  -  - 

Well  and  Wellnea,  cerlen  grounds  be- 
twene  the  Hale  in  Litleport  south :  the 
New  River  north  ;  Welnea  River  west;  and 
Sir  Henry  Willughbees  ground  east.  Here- 
in is  both  comon  and  severall 

Sir  Robert  Bell,  a  parcell  of  the  ffen 
called  the  Londiners  Fenn,  adioyning,  more 
north:  by  Maidlode souths  Den verffen east; 
and  the  New  River  on  the  north-west 

Wellnea,  certen  tenements  and  ffen 
grounds  more  west :  betwene  Wetlnea  River 
west;  Shiplode  north;  and  the  New  River 
on  the  southeast         ,  -  ^     345     O  J>J 


80    0    ai 


1488     3     O 


342     3     a 


Sir  Robert  Bell,  a  $everall  ffeki  called  * 
WickffeD,  Cadirff4(D  and  Neatmore  (tiow 
called  the  Londiners  Fenn),  adioyning,  more 
qprth :  betwene  Shiplode  and  the  New 
River  south ;  Btover  Fennes  east ;  Londcm 
Lode  and  the  comon  flfen  called  Neatmore 
north ;  and  the  Calcy  Dike  and  some  seve- 
rall  crofto  in  Wellnea  west  -  -  2802    d    0 

The  towne  of  Upwell,  a  comon  ffen  ad- 
ioyning'  more  west,  called  Neatmcnre :  be- 
twene the  foresaid  ffenn  called  the  Lon- 
diners Fen  on  the  south  and  east;  the 
Calcy  Dike  west;  and  London  Lode  north •>  1490    0    0 

Four  severall  tenefnents  and  crofts  more 
south :  towards  Wellnea  by  the  river  and 
Calcy  Dike  west ;  Shiplode  south ;  and  the 
Londiners  Fennes  on  the  north-east  «         «      20    0    0 

Certen  oth|r  grounds  there  adioyning 
more  west  and  north:  betwene  Wellnea 
River  south,  west  and  north ;  and  the 
Calcy  Dike  up  to  London  Lode  on  the  east    638    0    0 

Another  severall  there  more  north :  by  the 
former  south ;  the  river  west ;  and  the  Calcj 
Dike  east     -  -  -  -      97    O    0 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  north ; 
by  the  river  west ;  the  Calcy  Dike  east ;  and 
Bar  Dike  at  Poppha|m  Lode  north  -      47    0    0 

The  towne  of  Upwell^  a  comon  ffen  ad- 
ioyning more  east,  called  also  Neatmore: 
betwene  New  Dike  north;  and 'London 
Loda^  south ;  extending  east  with  a  gory 
point  to  tlie  New  Podic  -  -    96l     0    0 

The  towne  of  Outwell,  a  small  comon  ad- 
ioyning more  north,  betwene  Smallode  south ; 
New  Dike  north;  the  New  Podick  east; 
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and  extending  west  with  a  gory  point  to 
Cros  water             .             -             - 

32 

0.1 

The  same  towne,  a  ffenn  adioyning  more 

*■ 

norlbj  called  Walsingham  Feoo  :    betwene 
Sniallode  south ;   the   jNewe  Podick  DOfth; 

•^^1 

and  Church  Feild  Bank  west 

6la 

0   ol 

The  to  wne  of  Up  well,  other  ffen  grounda 
adioyniog  more  south  :    betwene  New  Dike 
south  ;  Smallode  north  ;  and  Plan  feild  bank, 

1 

called  Bardike  west;   with  a  narrow  point 

'V 

on  the  east  at  Croswater.    Herein  are  diverse 

«■ 

^^^^  Westmore.  ^ 

scveralls               -              -             , 

The  same  tawne,  other  flenaes  more  west: 
betwene  Welnea  River  east ;  the  river  Neane 

950 

1 

north;  Dodington  grounds  west:  andDazzy 
Lode  south               ,             ^             ,             . 

5919 

.  J 

The    same    town«j    other    ffennea    more 

^ 

north  :  called   by   diverse  names,  Ladwis% 

1 

^m       ^je. 

Marmound,  and  Thurliog;  betwene  the  river 
Nearne  on  the  south,  and   Eask  Bisshops 

i 

Dike  north;   and  Elm  Leame  west 

2320 

0  oil 

Part  of  the  great  comon  called  Wet tmore, 
more  south  :  betwene  the  New  River  south. 

1 

and    Dazzy  Lode  north  ;    Manea   grounds 
and  up  Willow  Lode  west ;    and  Wellnea 

1 

grounds  and  river  east ;   diverse  townes  doe 

•fl 

comon  in  this  iTenne.     The  other  part  be- 

f 

yond  the  New  River  i»  formerly  set  downe 

^ 

folK[lG3]. 

4966 

0    Q 

Ely  towne,  a  litle  narrow  parcell  of  comon 
on  the  east  of  the  towne;    betwene  the  river 

-     1 

^^^^^^^^H 

south  and  the  high  ground  north ;   and  the 

I 

inclosures  neare  the  towne  west 

37 

3     dM 

A  aeverall  car  more  west  on  the  other  side 

M 

of  the  river,  neare  the  howses  at  the  townes- 

• 

• 

• 

3 

end  :   compassed  about  with  ibe  river  on 

every  side  ^  -  -  •500 

The  south  ends  of  the  yards  of  diverse 
tenements  in  Eiie  adioyning  there  more  west: 
lying  together  betwene  the  back  riv^r  on  the 
east  and  south ;  and  the  Oreat  River  neare 
the  bridge  on  the  west  •  -       12    0    O 

The  towne  of  Elye,  a  comon  ffen  more  to 
the  south-west  beyond  the  bridge  :  b^wene 
the  river  east,  and  the  high  grounds  west  $ 
the  way  from  the  bridge  into  the  towne 
north;   and  the  inclosures  of  Braime  south      367    0    0 

The  ffmne  called  Braime^  certen  wet 
grounds  in  the  two  first  inclosures  >  by  the 
former  comon  on  the  north  ;  and  the  high 
grounds  in  Braime  south  and  west  •       14    0    0 

The  same  fferme,  other  wet  grounds  in 
diverse  other  inclosures  there  more  eastt 
lying  'together  betwene  the  former  comou  on 
the  north  ;  and  another  comon  neare  to 
Thetford  en  the  south  and  east       -  *      25    0    O 

The  towne  of  Elie,  a  comon  ffen  more 
east  on  the  other  side  of  the  river :  by  the 
river  west ;  Soame  ground  south,  and 
Stuninea  ground  east.  The  New  Cut 
erosseth  over  this  and  the  peece  following       136    3    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  ad- 
ioyning more  north :  by  Stuntnea  grounds 
^ast ;    the  Calcy  north,  and  the  river  west      205    0    0 

Stuntnea  fferme,  a  parcell  of  ground  more 
&oiith  :  betwene  the  former  of  the  two  last 
4¥ennes  west,  and  Stocklode  south ;  and  the 
feild  ground  on  the  east  and  north  -      21     3    0 

The  same  fferme,  a  parcell  of  Mowground 
c^loyning  more  east,  called  Dericks  :  by 
Stocklode  south ;  and  the  high  ground 
north  and  east  -  ^  -      42    3    0 
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Tbe  same  iFermCj  a  liile  SQiall  peece  at  the 
north-east  comer  of  the  former:  by  the 
high  ground  east  and  west  -,  and  Soame 
Caky  north  _  .-  - 

The  same  IFerme^  a  peece  more  south  and 
east ;  betwene  the  high  ground,  and  Soame 
Calcy  north  and  west;  and  Slocklode  and 
the  Borders  in  Soame  south  and  east 

The  same  fferme,  certen  olher  severall  in- 
closures  there  on  the  olher  side  of  the  Calcy : 
by  the  high  ground  west  5  Nome  a  grounds 
north f  the  Calcy  south;  and  the  said 
Borders  east  -  -  - 

The  same  fferme,  more  north:  the  ends 
of  cerlen  severall  inclosures;  by  the  high 
grounds  south  and  east;  and  Dunstall  north 

The  fTermers  there,  a  com  on  ffen^  called 
DunstaU,  adioyning,  more  north :  by  the 
high  ground  and  the  mowffen  west;  diverse 
sevcrnlls  north;  and  extending  east  to  ttie 
end  of  Blab  Bankes      -  -  - 

The  same  ffermers  a  mowffen  at  the 
north-west  corner  of  the  former;  by  the 
severalls  north,  west,  and  south.  This  is  also 
called  Dunstall  -  ^  - 

Diverse  other  small  severalls  of  diverse 
men  adioyning  more  north  and  west :  by  the 
river  or  lode  north  and  west;  and  Thornea 
g;round  betwene  them  and  Black  Bank  east 

Thornea  fferme,  a  parcell  of  medow  ad- 
ioyning more  east :  by  Dunstall  comou  south, 
and  Black  Bank  east 

The  same  fferme,  a  pece  adioyning  more 
north  :  by  the  river  or  lode  north,  and  the 
high  ground  east  »  ^  . 

The  same  iferme,  2  small  peces  together 
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116    I    0 


15     0     0 
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62     1   20 


29    3    O 


25     2     O 


adioyning  more  east,  neare  the  fferme  house  i 
by  the  high  ground  south  and  east;  and 
the  lode  and  comon  ffen  called  Swaiesdell 
north  -  -  -  -1100 

The  same  fferme^  a  parcell  more  east :  by 
the  high  ground  west;  and  the  comon  ffen 
north  and  east  -  -         '       -      7    0    0 

The  same  fferme,  a  severall  adioyning 
more  east:  by  the  said  comon  ffen  and 
Great  Metlam  in  Soame  north  and  east; 
and  Nornea  grounds  south  -  -     127    0  '  O^ 

The  same  fferme,  a  parcell  of  wooded 
ground  there  more  west :  betweoe  the  high 
ground  of  this  fferme  north;  and  the  low 
gronnd  of  Nornea  ^uth;  extending  west 
neare  to  the  end  of  Black  Bank  •     17     3    O 

The  fferme  called  Nornea,  certen  severalls 
adioyning  more  south  :  between  the  2  for-      » 
mer  peces  north ;  Great  Metlam  east ;  and 
Soame  borders  south  -  -    392    0    O 

The  fferme  called  Quanea  more  north :  a 
severall  betwene  Quanea  Brink  or  Lode  on 
the  south  and  west;  and  the  comon  ffen  on 
the  north  and  east  -  -  -      53    0    0 

The  same  fferme,  a  several  inclosed  more 
north:  by  the  Brink  or  Lode  west ;  and  the 
comon  ffen  on  the  north,  east,  and  south  -       113    0 

The  towne  of  Elie,  a  comon  ffen  there  ad- 
ioyning (wherein  the  foresaid  ffermes  doe 
comon)  by  the  Brink,  and  the  former  se- 
veralls  west:  Thornea groundes south;  Great 
Metlam  ffen  east;  and  the  river  in  part 
north.     This  is  called  Swanesdell  -    565    3    0 

The  same  towne^  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  west :  by  Quanea  Brinke  and  the  Lode 
east  and  south ;  the  great  river  north ;  and 


WickjD- 


-     435     2 


-   1246     0 


Stuntnea  Calcy  west.  The  new  cut  runetli 
through  the  midest  of  this 

The  same  iowne,  a  mowffen  more,  north  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river:  by  the  river 
south  and  east;  PaddoUake  Dorthj  aad  ano- 
ther comon  ften  west  -  •  1020    0    0 

The  same  townc,  a  comon  ffen  more  east: 
by  the  great  river  west;  Milnoll  river  north; 
aod  Great  M^tlam  in  Soame  eastj  and  in 
part  soolh  ;  there  is  a  house  upon  this 
called  Prick  willows 

The  saaie  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  cast, 
called  Greatsbell:  by  Shepey  Lode  north; 
Milaoll  river  west;  and  Milooll  BurndtTen 
on  the  south*east 

A  tenement  and  severall  adioyning  more 
north,  called  Sheepey  :  by  Whelptnore  north ; 
and  Litleport  BnrndfTen  west 

A  tenement  and  several  more  east,  called 
Spaiodcff  I  by  Whelpmore,  east,  north,  and 
west ;  and  Shepey  Lode  south 

The  towne  of  Ely,  a  comon  ffen  more 
eastj  called  LitJeshell :  between  Whelpmore 
north*  and  Milnoll  Sedgeffen  south,  and 
the  Great  Shell  west.  This  is  claimed  by 
Lakingale^  and  by  them  called  West  more        £97    0    0 

Wickin  towne  hath  a  comon  fl'en  extend- 
ing from  Horscroft  in  Soame  oti  tlie  east, 
to  the  fFen  called  Ffordea  on  the  west:  be- 
tween Wickin  high  grounds  south,  and 
Soame  Meare  and  Sea  Lode  ffen  and  Sea 
Lode  on  the  north;  and  then  extendcth 
southward  to  Wickin  severalls  betwene  the 
high  ground  east,  and  the  river  of  Grant  west  1 345     0    0 

Certon  severalls  of  Wickin  adio^^ning 
more  soath ;  betwene  the  fcild  east,  and  the 
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40     0     0 


fiO     1     0 


river  Grant  westj  and  Wjckin  Lodes  find 

8outh  -  *  -  -     120    0    0 

Wickin  towne,  a  comoE  ffen  more  east, 
called  Broadfen  aod  Sedgefen :  betwene 
the  severalls  north,  and  Wickin  Lode  south     437     2    O 

Sir  Edward  Peyton,  a  severall  adioyning 
more  to  the  north-east :  butting  east  upoa 

I  the  Lode    *  -  • 

The  same  towne  of  Wickin,  a  amalJ 
icomon  adtoynuig  more  north,  called  Broad* 
fen;  extending  east  a  little  beyond  the 
Lodes  end  *  .  • 

Isack  Barow,  Esq.  a  severall  more  west, 
betwene  the  SedgeflFen  south,    and  his  owne  ^ 

ground  north,  butting  west  upon  tlie  high 
ground.  This  peece  is  im banked  on  both 
sides,  both  north  and  south         -  ^      57     0    O 

The  same  towne  of  Wickin,  a  litle  comon 
more  east,  at  the  east  end  of  Sir  John  Pey* 
ton's  40  acres  aforesaid :  by  the  Lode  south, 
east,  and  west  *  «  •      61     ^    O 

The  same  towne,  a  litk  parcell  of  comon 
adioyning  more  north  i  by  the  high  ground 
north  -  -  .  •         «0    O    0 

The  same  towiae,  a  parcell  of  comon  ffen  lo  FoniLun* 

about  five  furlongs  more  east,  toward  Bur*  .mamm\ 

well  Clocke:  by  the  Lode  south;  and  the 
high  ground  north  and  east  •  -      85     1     0 

A  severall  more  west  (beyonde  the  river 
of  Grant)  called  Dtmocks  cottage:  by 
Washlode  north;  butting  east  upoo  the 
river;  west  apon  Pfeadal  ffen      -  -630 

Isack  Barow^  Esq.  a  smaU  severall  ad* 
ioyning  more  south  :  butting  east  and  west 
as  the  former  -  «  -210 

The  towne  of  Wickin,  a  comon  ffen  ad- 
byning   more    south;   by  the  river  east; 
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^^^^—^           Ffeadal   ffm  and   Water  Beech  West  ffen 

^^^^^H 

178 

2 

0 

^^^^^^H             A  se^erall  adioynbg  ibere  more  south  : 

^^^^^^1          bound  east  upon  the  river;  west  upon  the 

^^^^^^H          Joist  ffen 

4 

2 

0 

^^^^^H              Another  severall  adioyniog  more  south  : 

^^^^^H          bounded  east  and  west  as  the  Tormer 

21 

2 

0 

^^^^^H              Another  severall  there  more  south,  over 

^^^^^V          against  VVickia   Lodes  end :    by  the  river 

^V                      east  and  south,  and  the  said  Joist  Hen  west 

31 

2 

0 

f        Diuwell                Burwell  towne,  a  comon  fllen  more  east, 

• 

^H                          beyonde  the  river  at   Burwell   Block  :   by 

•^  M 

^^^^                  Wickin  Lode  north  and  east;  another  Lode 

^^1 

^^^H                  west;    and  the  IFeild  ground  south 

421 

0 

0  ^B 

^^^^H                     The  same  towne^  another  comon  Sen  ad-- 

fl 

^^^^1                 ioyning  more  west :    betwene  Wickin  Lode 

^^1 

^^^H                 north,  and  Burwell  high  lode  south;   with 

•^^1 

^^^H                 a  narrow  gory  point  westward,  at  the  meet* 

^^H 

^^^^^K          ing  of  the  twoe  lodes 

1120 

0 

<r^ 

^^^^^H            The  same  towoe  and  Reach,  uitother  co- 

1 

^^^^^H          mon  ffen  adioyning  more  south  :  by  the  high 

1 

^^^^^H          ground  east  and  part  south ;    and    Reach 

■ 

^^^^^H          Lode  ou   the  south-west;    with  a  narrow 

i^^l 

^^^^^^          gory  point  westward  at  the  meeting  of  the 

^^H 

^P                       two  lodes               -.              -            -            - 

14S4 

0 

0     ■ 

Soffbam.               Soff ham  and  Reach,  a  comon  ffen  adioyn- 

H 

ing  more  south:  betwene  Reach  Lode  north, 

^^^1 

and  Soffham  Lode  south  ;  the  river  of  Grant 

^^^1 

west ;   and  the  high  grounds  east 

3221 

0 

0    1 

Soff  ham,  another  comon  ffen  adioyning 

I 

more  south  :  betwene  Soff  ham  Lode  north  ; 

-^^1 

and  Botshm  Lode  south ;    the  high  ground 

'^^^1 

east ;  and  Botshm  grounde  west 

1337 

0 

0    1 

Tw^j.^K*m             Botshm  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 

■ 

^                         more  west :  bounded  north  and  south  as  the 

1 

^^                     fomer;  and  by  the  river  of  Grant  west     - 

Ml 

• 

0 

■ 

0    1 

J78 

Botshm,  and  the.  Uinee'  townes  of.  Qity>    ^  HomiogiBp,  > 

Ditton  and  Homingsea,  a  comon  ffen  ad-  .    t^.* 

iojoing  more,  south  :   by  the  high; groand  ' 
(Called  '  Lodemore    east ;    and  -other   high 
ground^  in  part  sonth ;!  the  high  ifen  and 
the  feild  at  Clayhive  west.     This  ffen  is 
ealted  the  Rough  ...  -    866    O    0 

The  said  three  towhes,  a  comon  ffen 
adioyning  more  west,  called  High  Fen  :  hy 
the  former  east  and  north,  and  the  high 
ground  west.  It  is  banked  on  the  north 
tod  west  parts  --  -  -  -    SOS  .^    0 

The  said  three  to wnes^  a  parcell  of  c6- 
Inon  more  west,  by  the  bank,  aforesaid  on 

the  north-east :  and  the  high  ground  on  the       

sonth-west  :    -       /....-  -       13     1  .  0 

f   The  said  three  townes,  a  comen  ffen  ad<>  ' .     . 

ioyning  moresouih,  called  Low  Fen,  betwene 

the  high  ground  west,  and  the  high  ground         . 

and  Quy  Milbeck^ast^  bntti6|;  upon  High« 

ffen,  and  extending  south,  with  a  narrow 

gory  point  beyond  Quymill  -  ■  »'  341     O    O 

The  said  three  townes,  a  litle  parcell  of 
comon  more  east  at  the  said  mill :  betwene 
the  Milbeck  and  the  floodgate  east  and  west; 
butting  south  upon  Cambridge  way  -        4    3    0 

The  said  three  townes,  a  ffen  more  north 
called  Offen:  neare  Augsey  Abby,  by  the 
Ii4ilbeck  west;  and  the  said  becke  and  the 
Abby  yard  north  ;  and  the  high  ground  on 
the  east  and  south        -  -  -     155     2    0 

The  said  three  townes,  a  parcell  of  comon 
at  Botshm  Lodes  end :  by  the  said  Lode  east; 
the  river  of  Grant  north  and  west ;  and  the 
bigh  ground  at  Clayhive  south  -      64     1    0 
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CUogtCTton.  ChcBterton   towne,   a  little  comon  over 

against  Dittoo  church ;  lying  betwene  the 
high  ground  west;  and  the  ri?er  of  Grant, 
east  aod  south  -  *  - 

A  litle  several!  carr  more  south  i   betwene 
the  Gorth  end  of  Chesterton  comon  aforesaid 
on  the  west ;    and  the  river  east 
Idtcm,  The  towne  of  Melton,  a  parcel!  of  comon 

and  some  severalla  lying  together  at  the 
north  end  of  the  former:  betwene  the  river 
east  5  and  the  high  ground  sonth,  west, 
and  north  -  - 

straitbwn,  Strettham,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  a  severall  ffen 

at  Dimocks  cottage  :  by  Wash  Lode  north : 
Wickin  Fen  east;  Waterbeech  Fen  south  ; 
the  meare  and  mearground  west.  This  is 
called  Feadal  Fen 

A  severall  more  north  beyond  Wash  Lode, 
called  Parsons  Holt  t  by  the  Lode  south  j 
and  Hold  Fen  north  and  east 

Another   litle   several!    adioyning    more 

westt  bounded  north  and  south  as  the  former 

Another   severall   adioyning    more  west: 

by   the   said   Lode   south ;    the  meare  and 

meare  grounds  north  and  west 

The  same  towne  of  Strettham,  a  comon 
mowffen  there  more  norih^  called  HoleftVn  : 
by  Was  hi  ode,  and  the  meare  grounds  south ; 
the  river  of  Grant  east;  severalls  of  Thet- 
ford  and  the  river  Owse  north ;  the  same 
river  and  Dallode  west 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  mowffen  ad- 
ioyning more  west,  called  Dolanedowes  i  by 
Ballode  and  Bringham  Dike  east;  Wash- 
lode  south :  and  the  river O wee  on  the  north- 
west •  -  .  - 


47     J     0 


2     1  £0 


•    ^30    0    0 
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Sir  Miles  Sandys,  a  seTerall  ffen  more 
(beyond  the  meare  called  Cbairefar  Hilles) 
betwene  the  meare  gronnds  north :.  the  Joist- 
fen  of  Waterbech  south  and  east  ^  Haidon 
lake  in  part,  and  the  river  Ows<  itk  part 
west  •  ^  -  »    400    0    0 

Part  hereof  at  the  north*west  corner 
is  called  Willow  Fen>  with  a  tenement  apon 
it  called  Mogs  cottage  «-  -  -^-OOS    S    0 

Idem,  a  litle  comon  more  west,  called  also 
Willow  Fen  i  by  the  former  ground  east  and 
north;  the  river  west;  and  Willow  Fen 
Xiake  soath  -  ^  •        6    3    0 

Idem,  another  severall  to  Sir  Miles  Sandys, 
more  south,  called  also  WUlow  Fen  i  by 
the  former  great  pece  so  called  on  the 
east;  Hay  don  Lake  on  the  west  and  north ; 
end  Chiuering  Dike  south  •  ^       19    0*  0 

Strettham  towne,  a  comon  mowffen  ad«- 
ioyning  more  east,  called  Chairffenplaine  : 
by  the  river  north;  the  same  river  at  Uie 
Ferry-house  in  part,  and  Cottenham  Lode 
in  part  west^  Chittering  Dike  north;  and 
Haidon  Lake  east    ^  -  -    207     1     0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  mowffen  be- 
yond the  fferry :  betwene  the  river  east  and 
south;  Whartlode  north;  and  Wilberton 
Fennes  west  -  -  «     154    8    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more 
north:  by.  Whartlode  south;  Wilberton 
Fennes  west;  the  high  ground  north;  aod 
the  high  ground  and  Ferry  Dike  in  part  east     150    0    O 

A  small  severall  at  the  FeAy  Dike,  more 
east:  by  the  former  comon  south,  west, 
north,  and  in  part  east     •»  -  -10    0 

The  same  towne,  a  cpmon  ffen  more  east  i 
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by   the  Fery  Dike  west ;   the  river  aoulb ; 

Barlake  east;  and  the  high  groond  north     -     130    O     Q 

The  same  towncj  another  comon  ffen  more 
easl:  by  Barlake^  and  the  high  groynd  west; 
the  river  soalb-east;  and  Stretlham  Lode  on 
the  norlb-east  -  -  -     117     0     O 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyoing 
more  oorth ;  by  Stretlham  Lode  south;  the 
river  east;  and  the  high  ground  west  •       94     J     U 

Sir  Miles  Sandys,  a  severall  ffen  adioyning 
more  north:  by  the  river  east;  Wjdowes 
Piogle,  and  New  Ditcii  north  ;  and  the  in- 
closed high  ground  west  -  -  96  0  0 
Tbetford.  Thetford  towne,  a  comon  pasture  adioyn- 
ing more  north,  called  Goldsmore  :  by  liar- 
rimer  severalk,  and  the  river  in  part  cast; 
the  former  grounds  south  ;  Thetforde  jfFeildes 
and  other  high  grounds  west  and  north       -     217     0    0 

Certen  severalls  adioyning  more  east, 
called  Harrimer  severalls :  by  the  former 
ground  south  and  west;  the  river  of  Owsc 
cast ;  and  the  Lode  from  Harrimer  to  Thet- 
ford north  -  -  . 

A  severall  on  the  north  side  of  the  said 
Lode,  with  a  tenement  upon  it :  compassed 
about  with  the  said  Lode  and  river  on  every 
side  -  ,  -  . 

Certen  other  severalls  more  south  :  called 
also  Hanimer  severalls  ;  by  the  river  of 
Grant  east,  and  the  river  of  Ouse  west,  with 
a  narrow  gory  point  at  the  north  end,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  two  rivers.  At  which  point 
is  a  tenement  called  Harrimer         -  -      SS     1     O 

Another  severall  there  more  east  :  by 
Soame  grounds  north,  and  in  part  east ;  and 
Wickin  grounds  south^  and  in  part  east^ 
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and  the  river  of  Grant  west.  This  is  cast  up 
la  Wickin  ComoD ;  because  the  ditch  is 
not  described  betwene  them        -  -       51     2  16 

A  comoQ  Sea  more  north :  betwene  Thet- 
ford  inclosed  gpround  south;  and  Braime 
inclosures  north ;  the  river  east ;  and  the 
inclosed  grounds  west  -  -     l€0    0    0 

Certen  wet  ground  within  two  inclosures 
adioyning  more  west :  whereof  the  close 
more  nort||rard  contains  -  -        3    2    0 

The  other  more  southward  contains         -        4    2    0 

Cottenham  towne,  a  comon  ffen  beyond  Cottenham. 

Strettham  Fery,  banked  from  the  river  Owse 
on  the  north,  and  Cottenham  Lode  on  the 
east;  called,  at  the  south  east  comer,  Seech- 
hill  .  .  -  .    272     2    0 

The  Outcast  there  betwene  the  bank  and 
the  river ;  and  betwene  the  bank  and  the 
Lode  -  -  -  -      20    0     0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  ad- 
ioyning more  south,  by  Cottingham  Lotts 
south :  butting  east  upon  Cottenham  Lode     464    0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  ad« 
ioyning  more  south,  called  Cottenham 
Lottes :  by  Landbeach  Fen  east,  and  a  bank 
south  -  -  - ,  -    236  0    0 

The  same  towne^  a  comon  ffen  adioyn- 
ing more  south  :  by  the  high  grounds  south 
and  west     -  -  -  -      76    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  to 
the  north-east :  by  the  two  first  of  Cotten- 
ham Fennes  on  the  east;  and  it  is  banked 
from  the  river  of  Owse  on  the  north  -    429    0    0 

The  outcast  of  this  ffen  betwene  the 
banke  and  the  river      -  -  -       20    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  covaon  ffen  adioyning  ^ 
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more  south  :  by  the  high  ground  soutb^  and 
SmithyiDans  west  5  this  is  called' Bullocks 
Hast  ....      79    0 

The  same  towne,  a  parcell  of  the  comon 
ffen  called  Smithy ffeQ  :  by  the  high  grouod  of 
that  flFeo  south ;  and  a  bank  on  the  west  by 
the  river  of  Owse,  and  a  comon  Lode  -      97    0 

The  same  towne,  another  parcell  of  that 
comon  ffen  adioyning  more  west:  extend- 
ing west  to  Aldrith  Calcy,  betwene  the  river 
norths  and  the  high  ground  of  that  ffen,  and 
the  ground  called  Hemp  Falles  on  the 
south  -  -  -  -     350    A, 

The  same  towne,  another  part  of  that 
comon  ffen  adioyning  more  south :  extend 
ing  from  the  gateway  into  Hemp  Falls  on 
the  norths  to  the  gravelled  Calcy  at  the 
south  end  of  the  ffen;  betwene  the  high 
ground  of  that  ffen  east  and  north  ;  and 
Hempfalls  and  the  intercomon  ffen  with 
Hampton  west  and  south 

The  same  towne,  another  parcell  of  that 
comon  ffen  adioyning  more  east ;  by  the 
said  Calcy  south  ;  the  ditch  next  the  feild 
east ;  and  the  high  ground  of  that  ffen  north 
and  west        -  •.      _  -  -      42    0 

The  same  towne,  together  with  Ramptou, 
another  intercomon  ffen  more  south  :  be* 
twene  Smithy  mans  aforesaid  north  \  4be 
high  ground  east  and  south  ;  Rampton  me- 
dowes  and  Cottenham  bank  west  -    550 

RamptOQ  and  Willingham^  another  inter* 
comon  ffen  more  west^  called  Iram  :  betwene 
Hampton  grounds  on  the  souths  and  West 
Cottenham  bank  east,  and  Hempfall  north ; 
most  of  this  13  dry  ground.    The  wet  part 
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lieth  betweae  Cotieoham  bank  and  Hemp- 
fall  north  and  east)  and  the  high  grounds 
soath  and  east  -  -  -      35    0    0 

Ramptoo^  9  ffen  adioyning  more  north, '  • 

called  RamptOQ  Hempfall :  by  Coltenham 
bank  and  Smithy  fen  east ;  and  other  ground^ 
called  also  Hempfall  north         -  -     11 1     0    0 

Rampton  and  Willingham,  another  inter- 
comon  more  north  so  called :  by  Smithifen     '. 
east  and  north,  and  Aldrith  Calcy    west; 
it  is  banked  about  on  the  east,  north,  and 
west ;    and  leaveth  another  outcast  on  the 
oatside.    It  contains  within  bank  -    233    0    0 

The  same  townes,  another  intercomon  ad- 
ioyning more  south  6#  called,  butting  east         ^ 
upon  Rampton  jHempfall ;  west  as  the  for- 
mer, with  an  outcast  at  that  end  -    113    0    0 

The  same  townes,  another  ffen  adioyning 
more  south,  called  also  Hempfall:  by 
Hampton  gronods  south ;  butting  east  upon 
Rampton  Hempfall,  and  Rampton  Iram, 
iKrest  as  the  former;  with  an  outcast  also 
there  -  -  -  -     103    0    0 

The  same  townes  hold  as  intercomon  the 
said  outcast  of  these  3  forAer  peeces :  by 
Smithy fea  north,  and  Aldrith  Calcy  west  32    0    0 

Sir  Miles  Sandys  certen  inclosed  grounds  wuiiDgUam. 

there  more  west,  called  the  Stacks  :  by  the  ^°^' 

Bdleargrounds  called  t}ie  Sholds,  and  the 
Pounds  north  ;  Aldrith  Calcy  east ;  and  the 
medowes  calledLong  Stacks  south  -      77    0    0 

The  towne  of  Willingham,  a  ffen  called  Sir  Miles. 

Babishyme  more  west:  by  the  Meargrounds      * 
ca.lled  the  Sholds  east;    extending  north, 
with  a  narrow  spong  to  the  river  -      74    0    0 

The  same  towne,   a  ffen  called  Milking-  SirMUw. 

n2 


[ 

1 

J 
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■ 

1 

I 

^^H^                     hill  adioynlng  more  south :  by  Middleffen 

,1 

■ 

^^^^^^               soolh  and  west 

76 

2 

Q 

^^^^H                   The  Batue  towne^  a  comoD  ffen  adioyoing 

^^^^K*^           more  south  and  west,  called  Middleffen  :  by , 

^^^^^B               Balhiiigbank  north ;  Willingham  Lode  west ; 

' 

^^^^^V               and  the  high  ground  eouth 

453 

0 

0 

^^H^   ^                     The    saute    towne^    a   ffen   more   Dortb, 

' 

^^H                      called  Nowditchffen,  aod    Middlehill :    be- 

^^H                     IweDe  Bathinge  Lode  soutb^  and  the  river 

^ 

^^H                     north             .... 

196 

Q 

0 

^^H                         The  same^  a  small  lien  more  west»  called 

< 

^^^                       Eastland,    by  Bathing    Water    south,    and 

^                             westt  and  east;  and  the  river  north 

34 

1 

0 

The  same  towne,  a  mowffen  more  west. 

called   Great  Shelfolds,    betwene*Bawditch 

I 

east;  the  Meare  and  Mear  grounds  south, 

Litle  Shelfolds  west;  and  the  river  north    - 

139 

0 

a 

Heire  of  Sir  Edrd  Hynd,  an  imbanked 

fiFen  adioyning  more  west,  called  Litle  Shel- 

i 

■ 

folds  t  by  Over  groundes  south  and  west ;  and 

i 

n 

the  river  north               -                 -                 . 

80 

0 

'I 

The  same  towne  of  Willingham,  a  comon 

_i 

ffen   more  sonth^  called  Clattox,  alias  Lan- 

i 

■ 

grach :   by  the   Meare  grounds   north  and 

^ 

east;  and  Over  grounds  west 

113 

0 

0 

The   same   towne,   a   comon   ften   called 

West  Fen,  at  the  south  end  of  the  former; 

betwene  Wlllingham   Lode  east,   and  Over 

Fen  west;  and  the  high  grounds  south 

351 

0 

0 

w^ii^-u,               ^^^'  Towers  hath  tn  Wilberton  a  tenement 
and  eerten  5>everalls  lying  together^  betwene 

the  river  south,    and    the    comon   fermes 

east,  west,  and  north 

74 

0' 

^   I 

The  towne  of  Wilberton,  a  mowffen  ad- 

ioyning more  east,  called  the  Lazlar :  by  the 

• 

• 

■ 

m 

APPiNDIXb  «'  181 

river  sooth ;  Streethain  grounds  east ;  and 
Whartlode  north  t         -  -  -    520    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  fFen  mofk 
«K>rtb,  called  Rush  fen :  by  Strettham  grounds 
east,  and  Haddenham  grounds  west;  Whart- 
lode  south,  and  the  feild  north        -  -    425    0    0 

The  same  towne>  a  comon  ifen  adiojning 
more  south,  called  KegfFen :  by  the  Lazlar 
cast;  Haddeoham  ground  west;  and  Mr. 
Towers  severalls  south  -  »    204    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  litle  parcel  of  comon 
at  the  south-west  corner  j}{  the  former  :  by 
Haddenbam  ground  west;  butting  south 
upon  the  river         »*    -  -  -        5    0    0 

Haddeoham  towne,  a  comon  fFen  called  Haddeubam. 

above  Turves:   by  Wilberton  ground  east; 
and  the  river  south  -  -     115    0    0 

The  Recliry  of  Haddenbam,  a  severall 
more  west,  called  Priestcroft :  by  London- 
doles  west;  and  the  river  south  and  east      -      1 1     0    (^ 

Haddenbam,  a  mowffen  called  London- 
doles  adioyning  more  west :  by  the  Church 
Fen  north  and  west ;  and  the  river  south     -      95    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  fFen,  called 
Church  Fen  and  the  Holmes  :  by  the  former 
doles  and  the  river  south;  Aldrith  Galcy 
west ;  and  the  Leame  sooth  -      ^         -    600    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  north,  cal)ed  Hoggesbill :  betwene.the 
ffeilds  north;  Wilberton  ground  east;  and 
the*Leame  south  ...    280    0    0 

The  heire  of  Edrd  Kirks^  a  lopg  holt  in 

severaltye :  betwene  Aldrith  Calcy  east,  and 

Ewell  Fenn  west ;  butting  south  upon  the 

river ;  north  upon  the  Leame       -  -         7     2    0 

The    Earle  of  Suff,   a  severall  ffen   ad- 


1 

1 
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ioyning  more  west,  called  Ewtll  Fen  :  be- 

m 

■ 

^^^^^^^^^^H 

Iweiie  the  river  and  certen  groands  of  Sir 
Miles   S an dS' south;   and    the  Lcame  and 

DarabaQke  on  the  north  and  west 

402 

0 

The  towne,  a  eomon  ffen  called  BeryflTen  ; 

extending  from   AWrith  Calcj  on  the  east, 

\\ 

to  Erilh  Calcy  al  Hilcow  on  the  dorth :  be- 

twene  the  high   ground  on  the  north  and 

east;  and   the  Ijeame  and  Galfen   on   the 

•1 

sodtli  and  west              .                •.-                ^ 

2S4 

0 

The  same  towne  hath  a  comon  ffen  called 

Galfien    adioyniog    more    west:     hetweoe 

Erith  Calcy   north;  and  Dambaok  south; 

l{ 

and  the  DelGFs  west      -                 -                - 

1200 

0 

Mr.  Docker  J,  a  severall,  with  a  tenement 

called    Finchos    Cot :    by   Ewell  Fen  east; 

Duinbaok  west;  and  the  river  south 

H 

0 

Certen  severalls  there  adioyning  more  south', 

called  ihe  Oversdelffs :    by  Dambank  east ; 

fthe  river  south  ;  and  the  Great  Pingle  west 

424 

0 

Other  severalls  adjoyning  more  north,  be- 

1 

Iwene  Galffen  on  the  south  and  east,  and 

Ei  ilh  Calcy  north  :  called  Neather  of  Delffs 

325 

0 

A   severall  more  west,  called  the  Pingle, 

by  the  said  Overrsdelfs  eait  and  north,  and 

the  river  south               .                 -                 -. 

26 

0 

-Another   severall   adioyning   more  west, 

^^^^B  # 

cal!ed  also  the  Plngle:  batting  north  npon 

the  Calcy  ;  south  upon  the  river 

12 

0 

Another  severall  Pingle  adioyning  more 

west :  butting  north  and  south  as  the  former 

12 

1 

A  tenement   and   yard    adioyning   more 

west,  called  the  Hermitage  at  Erith  bridge: 

^ 

bctvvene  the   Calcye   north,   and   the    river 

^^H  # 

souih             -                 -                 ,                 _ 

1 

«1 

A  three  cornerd  several!  there  more  north  : 

ft 

1 
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by  the  Calcy  south ;  the  West  Water  west ; 

and  a  bank  east  -  *  -        2  '  2  20     « 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  east, 
being  imbanked  on  the  west  and  north }  by 
Erith  south  -  -  -       10    0    0 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  east, 
and  butting  south  as  the  foriper  -        1    S  20 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  east^ 
and  butting  AhM^  as  the  former  -        2    3    Q 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  east^ 
by  the  saide  Calcy  aouth  and  east  -        2    3    0 

A  severall  more  east^  called  Ca}licroft :  by 
Middlemq|e  in  Sution  west ;  IjLMdoles  east 
and  north ;  ai^d  the  Calcy  south  -        5    0    0 

The  towne,  a  mawfen  adioyning  more 
east,  called  Hilldoles^  in  twoe  peeces  toge- 
ther ;  whereof  the  longer  lieth  by  the  Calcy 
south  ;  and  North  Fen  east  aqd  in  -parte 
north;  and  Middlemore  west       -  -     132    0    0 

The  other  pece  is  shorter  east:  by  North 
Fen  east,  and  Meadland  in  Sutton  north ; 
and  Middlemore  west  -  -      36    2    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  east :  betwepe  the  Calcy  and  the  feild 
south ;  Sutton  Fen  on  the  north ;  and  the 
high  ground  east  -  -  -  1020    0    0 

Jhis  is  called  Smalffen^  alias  Norl,h  Fenn, 
8cc.  , 

Over  towne,  a  ffen  called  Bl^nt  Fen :  be-  Oner, 

twene  Great    apd    Litle   Shelfolds  north ;      ' 
Over  Lode  south;  and  Howe  Fen  west; 
now  devided  amongst  the  tenants  -    692    0    0 

The  same  towne^  a  mowfen  adioyning 
more  west,  called  Howe  Fen :  by  the  river 
north  and  west ;  and  Over  Lode. south        -    750    0    0        ^ 

The  same  towne,,  a  ffen  on  the  other  side 
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of  the  Lode  :  by  the  Lode  north  ;  Willing- 
ham  Fen  east;  the  high  ground  south  ;  the 
Calcye  at  the  bridge  leading  to  the  Ferrye 
west*    It  is  now  devided  amongst  the  tenants 

The  same  towne,  another  litle  ffenn  more 
west  t  betwene  the  said  Calcy  east  ;  and 
Swacy  grounds  west ;  the  Lode  norths  and 
the  high  ground  south.  This  is  also  devided 
amongst  the  tenants 
Swocre.  Swacy  towne,  a  comoQ  ffen  more  west : 

betwene  Over  Lode  north  and  Swacy  Lode 
south  ;   and  the  river  west 

Sir  John  Cutis  three  litle  pightles  adioyo* 
ing  more  east :  betwene  over  ground  north, 
and  Swacy  high  ground^  neare  the  Church 
south  ;  whereof  that  on  the  south  side 
contains  -  -  - 

The  middle  pightle  containeth 

The  north  pightle  next  Overground  con- 
tains _  -  ,  . 

A  severall  adioyning  more  south :  by  the 
last  pightle  norths  and  the  middle  pightle 
west.  It  is  banked  on  the  east,  north,  and 
west ;   and  Iteth  by  the  high  ground  south 

Sir  JohnCutts,  a  severall  more  eouth^  ad* 
ioyning  to  the  first  of  his  former  three 
pigbtells  on  the  north  j  the  high  ground 
call  and  west;   and  the  low  pasture  south 

The  said  towne  of  Swacy,  a  comon  ffen 
adioyning  more  south,  called  the  Cow  Pas- 
ture :   by  the  high  ground  south  and  west 

Part  of  a  severall  adioyning  there  more 
east :  by  the  former  south  and  west,  and  the 
high  grounds  north  and  east 

The  same  towne,  a  little  triangled  pece 
west  of  the  church,  by  Swacie  Lode  west; 


416    0   a 


23     0     O 


0     0 


5     0     0 
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4     2    0 


22     2     0 


and  the  Feed  Fen  north;  and  the  high 
ground  east  ... 

The  same  towne,  another  peece  of  comon 
more  soath-west :  by  the  Lode  north-east^ 
and  the  high  ground  south  and  west 

The  same  towne,  a  mowffen  adioyning 
more  west :  by  Draiton  Mowffen  west ;  the 
high  ground  south ;  and  the  Lode  in  part 
north-east.  It  is  in  prarte  imbanked  on  the 
north  side  ^r'l  *• 

A  litle  severall  holt  more  north  beyond  the 
bank;  by  the  river  north,  butting  east  upon 
the  Lodes  end  ... 

Another  litle  severall  holt,  at  the  west  end 
of  the  former,  broader  and  shorter  than  the 
former:  betwene  the  bank  south  and  the 
river  north  -  .  - 

Draiton  towne,  a  mowffen  there  more 
west:  by  Swacye  Mowfen  east;  the  high 
ground  south ;  the  river  north ;  being  im- 
banked at  that  end 

The  same  towne,  a  Feed  Fen  more  west : 
by  the  former  east  and  south ;  Draiton  Lode 
west ;  and  a  bank  north 

The  same  towne,  a  parcell  of  that  ffen 
more  north :  betwene  the  said  bank  south ; 
and  the  river  north  and  west 

Stanton  towne,  a  Feed  Fen  adioyning 
more  west,  by  Draiton  Lode  east ;  the  high 
ground  south  ;  and  the  river  north 

The  same  towne,  a  mowffen  adioyning 
more  west :  by  the  high  ground  south ;  the 
river  north ;  and  Stanton  Lode  in  part  west    224    0    0 

The  towne  of  St  Ives,  a  comon  ffen  more 
north,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river :  by  the 
river    south,    and   a    lode   and  diverse  in- 


222     0     0 


0     2     0 


0    '2     0 


154     2     0 


136     2     0 


15     3     0 


252     0     0 


DiaitOB. 


Stanton* 


St.  lues. 
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closed  pastures  on  the  west.  It  conleinetb 
314  acres,  but  I  suppose  about  a  third  part 
to  be  dry  ground  -  -  -     210    0    O^ 

Holliwell  towoe,  certeo  medow  grouods 
adiojaing  more  east:  by  the  bigb  grounds 
north ;  and  the  high  grounds  in  part,  and 
the  inclosed  medowes  in  part  east ;  and  the 
river  south  .  _  -     280     0     O 

The  same  towne,  certen  other  severall  me- 
dowes adtojoing  more  east^  by  the  river 
south  aod  east  -  -  -       27     0     O 

The  same,  together  with  the  Sokea  towDes, 
an  intercomon  ffen  more  east :  betwene 
the  river  south  and  east;  and  the  high 
grounds  west  and  north  -  -  1005     0     0 

A  severall  mcdow  ground  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  former,  at  the  two  bridges : 
by  the  former  grounde  south  and  west ;  the 
river  east;  and  the  high  ground  north  -         7     0     0 

Another  parcell  of  meadow  ground  ad- 
iojning  more  east:  by  a  holt  next  the  river 
south :  a  feild  way  cast ;  and  other  me- 
dowes being  north-west  -  -   -    23     3     O 

A  severall  holt  more  south:  betwene  the 
former  ground  north,  and  the  river  south  3    0    0 

Another  litle  holt  at  the  east  end  of  the 
former:    by  the  river  south  -  -         0     8  £0 

Another  longer  bolt  at  the  east  cod  of  the 
former:  by  the  river  south  -  -        4    0     0 

Two  parcells  of  medow  more  north :  be- 
twene the  said  two  holts  south,  and  the 
high  ground  north ;  the  forsaid  iFeildway 
west;  and  a  litle  grove  of  wood  east; 
whereof  the  west  parcell  next  the  way  con- 
taineth  -  -  -  -      30    0     0 
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The  other  next  the  groit^  of  wood  con- 
tAinelh         -  -  -  -       10    S    O 

A  parcel  of  medow  adioyning  more  east, 
with  that  litle  grove  of  wood  on  the  west 
side:  betwene  the  river  south;  and  the  high 
ground  north  and  east  -  -      34    O    0 

Sutton  towBe,  a  part  of  the«ffen  called  Sattoo. 

Middlemore:  by  the  Westwater  west;  Had- 
denham  grounds  and  Erith  Calcy  soath  and 
*east ;   and  the  New  River  north  -    243    2    0 

The  same  towne,  a  part  of  Southmead 
Land  adioyning  more  east :  by  Haddenham  \ 

HilMoles  south ;  and  the  New  River  on  the 
north  east  ...  .     123     1    0 

The  same  towne^  a  ground  adioyning  mote 
east:  by  Sutton  Lode  north ;  the  New  River 
id  part  'west ;  and  a  drove  way  on  the  south- 
east. It  is  parcell  of  the  ffen  that  was  de* 
vided  from  Haddenham  ^  -      73    0    0 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  adioyning 
more  to  the  south-west :  by  the  waye  next 
Sutton  Lode,  and  the  gravel!  way  north ; 
Haddenham  small  ffen  in  part  south ;  and 
another  drove  way  east.  This  was  also 
parcell  of  the  intercommon  with  Haddenham    388    2    0 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  adioyning 
more  east:  by  the  drove  waies  west  and 
south,  and  the  Calcy  in  part  north.  This 
is  also  parcell  of  that  intercomon  «      72    3    0 

The  same  towne^  other  severalls  adioyning 
more  south :  by  the  drove  way  north  ;  and 
Haddenham  Fen  south  and  west.  This  was 
also  parcell  of  that  intercomon        -  -     122    3    0 

The  same  towne^  other  severalls  adioyning 
more  east:  by  the  two  former  west;  Sutton 
high  grounds  north,  and  Haddenham  Fen 
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soulh*  This  was  also  parcell  of  that  inter- 

comoo  ,  »  -  -     430     0    0 

The  same  lowne,  other  severalls  at  the 
west  eod  of  the  lowne,  betwene  SutLon  Lode 
on  the  north  and  west :  and  the  gravell  way 
aonth  -  -  -  -       34     0    0' 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  adioyoing 
more  west:  by  West  Fen  on  the  north  ;  and 
Norlhinead  Land  west  *  -       60    0     0 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  adioyning  * 

more  south:  by  the  gravell  way  north;  and 
Sutton  Lode  south  and  east ;  extending 
west,  with  a  Danrow  point  to  the  New  River      26     S  20 

The  same  towne,  a  part  of  North  mead 
land  adioyning  more  north :  by  the  former 
iyO  acres  east,  and  the  New  River  on  the 
north-east  -  -  -       75     1     0 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  at  the 
north-east  corner  of  the  former  (being  parcell 
of  West  Fen):  by  the  Lode  south}  the  New 
River  north-west;   and  the  New  Lode  east        62    2    O 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  adioyning 
more  east  (being  also  parcell  of  West  Fen)  :^ 
by  New  Lode  west;  Sutton   Lorle  sooth ^ 
and  Caplode  east         -  -  -       27     3    O 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  adioyn- 
ing more  north  (being  also  parcell  of  West 
Fen)  ;  by  the  two  former  south  ;  Caplode 
east;  and  the  New  River  on  the  north-west. 
The  New  Lode  crosseth  over  it     -  -     128     2     O 

Mr,  Dunbar,  fermer  of  the  Maner  house, 
and  the  demeans  of  the  maner,  hath  within 
the  in  closures  at  the  maner  house  on  the 
north  side  and  south  side  of  the  banke  or 
way  leading  from  the  ffen  to  the  house,  some 
wet  grounds  next  the  flcrmes  by  Caplode  west     18    0     0 
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A  several!  adioyning  more  north :  be- 
twene  the  highwaye  east,  and  Caplode  west       10    2    0 

Another  several!  adioyning  more  north  :  . 
bonnded  east  and  west  as  the  former.     New- 
lode  crosseth  over  this,  and  the  pece  fol- 
lowing -  ^  -  -        9     I     0 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  north: 
by  a  drove  way  north :  bounded  east  and 
west,  as  the  former  -  .  -      10    0    0 

Another  several!  adioyning  more  north : 
betwene  the  Drove  east,  and  Caplode  west : 
butting  north  upon  the  New'River  -         5     2  20 

The  towne  hath  other  small  sev0ralls  ad- 
ioyning more  east :  betwene  I  he  former 
drove  west,  and  another  drove  east;  but- 
ting north  upon  the  New  River ;  south  up- 
on the  highway  -  -  -     126    0    0 

The  towne  hath  other  severalls  adioyning 
more  east :  betwene  the  former  drove  west ; 
the  high  grounds  south  and  east ;  and  the 
New  River  and  Barlode  north     -  -      32    2    0 

The  same  towne,  certen  severalls  in  Block- 
ffen,  beyond  the  Newe  River :  betwene  Char- 
tresse  ffermes  on  the  north  and  west ;  North- 
ffen  south,  and  Mepale  ground  east  -     350    0    0 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  of  North- 
ffen  adioyning  more  south :  by  the  former 
and  Horselode  Fen  in  Chartres  north ;  Cap- 
lode south  and  west ;  Mepale  grounds  and 
the  New  River  east      -  -  -  1311     0    0 

The  same  towne,  other  severalls  in  a  ffen 
called  the  Middle,  at  the  west  end  of  the 
former:  by  Chartresse  grounds  north  and 
west;  and  Mr,  Wendees  HoUwoods  south        102    0    0 

Mr.  Wendee  diverse  inclosed  grounds  ad-  Th«««  *"  Chat- 

ioyning   more   south:    betwene   Chartresse 
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severalls  north;  and  West  Fen  east;  LUle 
Hol\¥ood  south  ;  and  the  West  Water  west. 
These  are  called  Great  Holwood  and  Ab- 
bots Hohvood,  with  a  dwelling  house  upon 
them  -  .  _  * 

The  towne,  other  leveralk  in  the  flen 
called  West  Fen  adioyning  more  east :  by 
Caplode  north ;  the  New  River  east ;  and 
Northmeadland  south 

The  same  towne,  a  several!  adioyning 
more  west,  called  Lille  Holwood  :  by  Great 
Holwood  north  ;  the  West  Water  west;  and 
Northmeadland  on  the  south-east 

The  same  towne,  the  greater  part  of  North- 
meadland adioyning  more  east;  by  West 
Fen  north :  the  New  Rtvereaat;  and  Sut- 
ton Lode  west.  The  other  part  is  beyond 
the  river  -  -  -  _ 

The  same  towne,  a  part  of  Southmead- 
land  adioyning  more  south :  by  the  New  Ri- 
ver east;  and  Sutton  Lode  and  Middlemore 
west  ►  -  «  - 

The  same  towne,  a  part  of  Middlemore 
adioyning  more  west :  by  Westwater  west ; 
Sutton  Lode  norths  and  the  New  River  on 
the  south-east.  The  other  parts  of  these  two 
former  are  beyond  the  New  River 

Mepale^  a  litle  ffen  by  Barlode  south:  a 
tenement  and  yard  at  Mepale  Bridge  east ; 
and  the  New  River  on  the  north-west 

The  satne  towne,  a  ffen  adioyning  more 
east*  called  Gal  Fen,  betweoe  Bial  Fen  east 
and  Bar  Lode,  alias  Mepale  Lode  south; 
and  the  New  River  on  the  north- west 

The  same  towne,  certen  small  eeveralla 
adioyning  there  more  east  on  the  other  side 


93G     2     0 


1037     O    O 


0     0 
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of  the  Lode :  betwene  the  said  Lode  and  a 
long  land  of  Mr.  Jetherells  north ;  Witham 
Comon  easte ;  Meple  Grencj  and  the  high 
grounds  south  and  west 

The  same  towne^  a  part  of  the  comon 
called  Gal  Fen,  beyond  the  New  River :  by 
the  said  river  on  the  south-east ;  and  Pil- 
grams  £a  north 

A  several]  there  more  north :  by  the  former 

pece  souths  and  Pilgrams  £a  north  and  east 

Other  severalls  adioyning  there  more  west: 

by  the  twoe  former  east  and  south ;  and 

Cbartres  Block  Fen  north 

Mr.  Owen  Jetherell,  a  %everall  adioyning 
more  west :  by  the  former  east  and  north ; 
and  Block  Fen  and  North  Fen  west 

The  towne,  a  severall  there  adioyning 
more  south :  by  North  Fen  on  the  south-- 
west ;  and  the  New  River  on  the  south-east 
Witeham  Meadlands  more  north :  betwene 
Chartresse  Fermes  west ;  Biall  Fen  east  and 
north ;  and  Mepale  Gal  Fen  south 

The  same  towne,  certen  severalls  more 
south,  wherein  is  the  long  land  of  Mr. 
Jetherell :  betwene  Witeham  Comon  in  part 
south  ;  the  Lode  next  Biall  Fenn  north ; 
and  the  waie  to  the  Fen  Gate  east 

The  same  towne,  a  parcell  of  comon  ad- 
ioyning more  south :  by  the  former  severalls 
north ;  Mepale  severalls  west ;  the  high 
ground  south ;   and  the  Fengate  way  east 

The  same  towne,  and  Covenie  and  Wain- 
wortb,  a  comon  ffen  called  Hales  adioyning 
more  east :  by  Witeham  severalls  and  ffeilds 
west  and  south;   a  gravell  way  and  high 


33    0    0 


-     1£0    3    0 


(21     0    0 


54    0    0 


101     0    0 


65     0    0 


Witeham. 


135     2     O 


-      127      1   20 


52      1  20 


Covenye. 

Note,  that 
Mana  is  in  Co- 
yenye  parish^ 
and  Mana 
g^unda  are  let 
down  foil. 
[207]. 
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1 

■ 

^^^^^^             grounds    of    Coven ie  east  ;    and   Covenie 

^H 

^^^^^H             severalls  and  the  Lode  north 

545 

0 

0 

^^^^^^V                 Covenie^  certeo  severalls  there  adioyning 

^^^^^H             more  nor  lb  :   hy  the  Lode  north  ;    the  high 

^^^^^f             grounds  of  Covenie,  Wardy  Hill,  and  Hales 

^^^^M                   aforesaid  south  j  and  the  said  Hales  west 

150 

2 

0 

^^^CovenyDimfi.       Covenie,  certen  severalls  on  the  other  side 

^H                           of  the  Lode,  called  Covenie  dames :  betwene 

^H                          Biall  Feo  on  the  west  and  north,  and  the 

^H                          Lode  south  and  east.     Wherein  John  Davy 

^^^^^^K            hath  a  tenement,  with  a  pightle  and  a  close 

^^^^^H            by  the  said  ffen  west;  and  the  Lode  south 

14 

I 

80 

^^^^^^^               Thomas  Whin,  jun.  a  close  at  the  north 

^^^^^^m            end  of  the  former:  by  the  said  ffen  west 

13 

S 

0 

^^^^^H                Heirs  of  Thomas  Watson,  a  close  at  the 

m 

^^^^^^ft           oorlh  end  of  the  former:    by  the  Biall  Fen 

1 

^^^^^^1                     and  north 

15 

3 

«  1 

^^^^^^1               John  Watson,  a  close  adioyning  more 

1 

^^^^^^V           east :    by  Biall  Fen  north 

12 

0 

"*  1 

^^^^^B              William  Smith,  at  the  south  end  of  the 

I 

^^^^^H             former^  a  close  devided  into  two  parts  ;   by 

1 

^^^^^K           JoaDe  Pope  east ;    stopping  south  with  a 

^^^^^^H           gorie  point  upon  bir  ground 

12 

0 

20      - 

^^^^^^K               Joaae  Pope,  a  long  close  in  three  parts 

1 

^^^^^^m          adioyning  more  east:    butting  south  npon 

1 

^^^^^^            the  Lode;   north  upon  the  ffen 

43 

0 

0 

^^^H                     John  Fordham,  a  long  close  adioyning 

_ 

^^^K                 more  east :    and  butting  north  and  south  as 

H 

^^^V                 the  former            .            ^            . 

70 

I 

0      ■ 

^^^H                     Richard  Goodda}^  a  long  close  adioyning 

fl 

^^^H                 more  east :    and  butliog  north  and  south  as 

H 

^^^H                  the  former             ... 

67 

3  1 

20      ■ 

^^^^T                    Thomas  Smithy  a  shor4  close  adioyning 

fl 

^^^v                more  east;    butting  south  upon  the  lode; 

■ 

^^^V                north  upon  the  former  close 

13 

1 

0       1 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H-                                                              ^^^^^^^^H 

M 

1 
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John  Smith,  the  like  short  close  adioyn- 
ing  more  east :  and  butting  soath  opon  the 
said  lode       -  -  -  -13    0    0 

Thomas  Winter^  a  long  close  adioyning 
more  east:  butting  south  upon  the  lode; 
north  upon  the  ffen      -  -  -      67    0    0 

Mr.  Sharpe,  a  long  close  adioyning  more 
east :  butting  north  and  south  as  the  former      74    O    0 

Robert  Mathews,  a  long  close  adioyning 
more  east :  blitting  north  and  south  as  the 
former  -  *     -  -  -      80    1    0 

Humberston  March^  Esq.  a  close  adioyn- 
ing more  east:  by  the  Droveway  in  part 
east;  butting  north  and  south  as  before      -      72    2    0 

Mr.  Sharpe,  two  litle  clos^  adioyning 
more  east^  lying  together  in  forme  of  a  tri- 
angle :  by  the  ffen  north ;  and  the  QroYeway 
on  the  south-east         -  -  '  •      16    0    0 

The  same  manor,  two  closes  and  three 
pightles  lying  together  th^e  more  south: 
betwene  the  said  Droveway  On  the  west  and 
north;   Peter  Andrewes  ground  east;   the 

lode  and  a  holt  of  Mr.  William  Marches  , 

south  -  -  -  -      65     1     0 

Mr.  William  March,  a  title  holt  adioyn- 
ing more  south :  by  the  lode  socfth  and 
west ;  and  Peter  Andrews  ground  east        -        3    0    0 

Peter  Andrews,  a  long  close  adioyning 
more  east,  in  five  p'cells  :  by  the  two  former 
west;  butting  north  upon  the  Droveway; 
south  upon  the  lode     -  -  -      55     3    0 

Robert  Mathews,  a  cldse  adioyning  more 
east,  shorter  north;  butting  there  upon 
John  Mathews ;  south  upon  the  lode  -      25    0    0 

The  same  Robert,  another  close  adioyn- 
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ing  more  east:  by  Biallffen  east;  butting 

north  and  sootli  as  the  former      -  -       10     0    O 

John  Mathewes,  a  close  at  the  north  end 
of  the  two  former:  by  Biallffen  east;  but- 
ting  north  upon  the  I>roveway    -  -      29     I    0 

William  March,  Esq*  a  severall  called 
the  Hallgrounde,  more  aontb  ;  by  the  lode 
west;  the  comon  flenues  north  and  eas^t; 
and  other  severalU  south  -  -     IDS    0    Q 

Some  other  severalls  adioyning  more 
south ;  by  the  high  ground  at  Coveny 
Church  west  ^  the  comon  ffen  east ;  and  a 
Droveway  south  -  -  -       26     1  ^0 

Other  several  Is  adioyning  more  south ; 
by  the  said  Droveway  north;  the  high 
grounds  of  Covenie  west ;  and  the  comon 
ffen  south  and  east       *  -  -       67     0    0 

Coveny  towne,  and  Witchford  and  M'^in- 
worlh,  a  comon  fl'en  adioyning  more  south 
and  west :  betwene  Ashmore  east ;  Dounhatn 
Fen  north ;  the  high  grounds  south ;  and  the 
gravel  waye  in  part  west 

Witchfordj  a  comon  iTen  there  more  east, 
called  Ashmore :  by  the  former  west ;  Douii- 
ham  Fenn  norths  and  the  high  grounds 
south  and  east 

The  same  towne,  a  parcell  of  comon  more 
south  at  the  bridge :  betwene  the  high 
grounds  south-west  and  north ;  and  the  lode 
coming  under  the  bridge  east 

The  same  towne,  together  with  six  more, 
ri«,  Elie  Wentworth,  Haddenhaiii,  Wilber- 
ton,  Strettham  and  Thetford,  an  inter- 
comon  called  Grumes  Fen,  lying  there 
more  south  from  Witchford  Bridge ;  be- 
twene the  high  grounds  ou  every  side         -  1280    0    0 


1254    2    Oi 


^     441     0    Oi 


^      9,5     ti    0 
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in  townei    a  comon    ffen   more  Doonhtm. 

irene  Coveny  Fea  and  Ashmore 
ffeilds  and  high  grounds  on  the 
orth ;  and  extending  west  with  a 

I  to  Donnham  hyeth        -  -    978    0    0 
se  towne^    a  parcell  of  comon 

I :  by  the  New  Lode  next  to  West- 
b ;  the  high  ground  south  and 
Doonham  Parke  comer  east        -      44    0    0 

II  there  more  north,  beyond  the 
le  said  lode  south ;  on  Willow- 

and  Westmore  north    -  -  '*  8  '  1    0 

severall  there  adioyning   more 
atoiement  upon  it:  by  the  said 
;  and  Westmore  north  and  east  -        3     1  20 
h6p  of  Elie  a  severall  more  east 
Frith :  by  the  lode  at  Dounham 

■oath ;    and  Westmore  on  the 
and  north  -  -    345    0    0 

le  Bisshop  twoe  parcells  of  wet 
bin  the  said  Parke,  more  soutli : 

lode  north ;  whereof  the  peece' 
contains  -  -       15    0    0 

T  more  east  contains  -      33    0    0 

e  of  Suff.,  a  ffen  in  Chartresse, 
ly  Fen:  by  Block  Fen  in  Do- 
»rth;  and  the  high  ground  in 
south;  and  Biall  Fen  east  -    215    0    0 

»e  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyn- 
>uth,  called  Longwood :  betwene 
east;  and  the  high  grounds  of 
west  -  -  -  1845    0    O 

ts,  a  severall  ffen,  called  Sedge 
ning  more  south:  by  Witchm 
s  east;  and  Sutton  Sedge  Fen 

-    350    0    0 
o2 
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Cbartresse  Lowne,  a  comoD  Sen,  called 
Whimiy  Fen,  adioyning  more  west  :  by 
Langwood  east;  and  the  high  groond  north     7B8     i 

The  same  towoe,  a  comon  ffen  adioyniog 
more  south,  called  Horslode  Fen  :  by  Cap- 
lode  west;  and  Sutton  Fenoes  south  and 
east  -  -  -  -     786    O 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  west;  by  Caplode  east;  the  high 
grounds  at  the  Fery -house  north  ;  the  West 
Water  and  cerLen  several  Is  west ;  and  Sut- 
ton Middle  south,  with  a  gory  poin^  at  that 
end  ...  -     204     I 

A  aeverall  there  adioyning  more  west:  by 
the  former  norlb;  Sutton  Middle  east;  and 
Mr.  Wendees  Hollwood  south     -  -       80    Or 

Diverse  other  small  severalls  there  ad- 
ioyning:  by  the  twoe  former  east;  Mr. 
Wendees  gfouods  south ;  and  the  West 
Water  west  and  north  -  -    408    0 

C  hart  res  se  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more 
north:  by  the  Westwater  south  and  west; 
the  Leame  east ;  and  Westmore  Mowfen 
north  *  -  -  _ 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  east; 
by  the  high  grounds  east  and  south ;  and 
the  Leame  west  ... 

The  same  towne^  a  small  comon  there 
adioyning  more  north :  by  the  Leame  west; 
and  the  lodes  neare  the  dwelling -bowses  on 
the  sooth  and  east;  with  gory  points  both 
at  the  north  and  south  ends  -  -80' 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  west,  called  Weslmore  Mowffen:  bj"^ 
the  Leame  east;  a  severall  of  Mr.  Betts 
west ;  and  Westmore  Feedffen  north  -     S42    l 


126    2 


153    3 


APnfiNDfx.  197 

ifr.  Belts,  a  long  narrow  severall  adioyn* 

more  west :  betwene  the  former  fFen  east ; 

1  the  West  Water  west  -  -      30    0    0 

rhomas  Times,  a  h'tle  severall  more  north 

ing    a    three-cornered  pece) :    betwene 

*st  Water  west;  and  Westmore  Feed- 

I  east ;  with  a  gory  jioint  at  the  south 

I  .  -  -  -        9    1    0 

The  Lady  Peyton,  a  several!  adioyning 

»re  north:    and  bounded  east  and  west 

the  former  -  -  -  -      12    2    0 

a  several  adioyning  more  north :  butting 

It  upon  another  several! ;   west  with  a 

rrow  point  upon  the  Weslwater  -        4    2    0 

A  triangled  severall  at  the  east  end  of  the 

o  former :  by  Westmore  Feed  Fen  east        8    0    0 

A  severall  adioyning  more  north :  by  the 

'o  former  south ;  butting  west  upon  the 

est  Water ;  east  upon  Westmore  aforesaid      10    3  20 

Mr.  Betts^  a  severall    adioyning    more  ^ 

>rth :  'by  the  comon  ffen  called  the  Beze- 

Dgs  north ;  buttiog  east  and  west  as  the 

)rmer  -  -  -  -      27    2    0 

Chartresse  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyn- 
ag  more  east,  called  Westmore  Feed  Fen  : 
J  Beezelings  north,  and  in  part  west ;  the 
«eame  in  part,  and  the  high  ground  in  part 
ast  -  -  -  -    756    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  small  parcel!  of  comon 
dioyning  more  east:  betwene  the  high 
ground  east,  and  the  Leame  west ;  stopping 
lorUi  upon  the  said  Leame,  with  a  narrowe 
H>int  toward  the  bridge  at  the  townesend  12    2    0 

The  same  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more 
'lorth;  betwene  the  long  narrow  inclosed 
^iwest;    Beezelings   north;   the  Oldea 
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next    Dodingtoii  grounds   norlh-east;  and 

ihe  Lcanie  soulh-easl  -  -  -     896      00 

The  sttuae  towne^  a  large  comoa  ffenn  ad- 
iojning  more  south :  by  the  Lea  me  and  the 
Park  ffrith  of  Dodington  north:  Dallode 
and  Honyfcn  east ;  and  the  high  ground  of 
LaDgvvard  and  of  Chartresse  Feilji  south  and 
west  -  ^  -  -  2610    0 

Dodington.  Dodington   lowne,  a  conion   ffen,  called 

Block  ffen :    by   Hony  Fen   and  Biol  I  Fen 
south  ;  butting  west  upon  the  ffrtth  -    630    0   0 

Sir  J.  Peiton,  a  severall  ffen  called  the 
Frith,  at  the  west  end  of  the  former;  by  the 
Leame  next  the  Parke  west  -  -      51     1    0 

Idem,  a  ffenn  adioyning  more  east,  called 
Stony  Fen  :  by  Block  Fen  south;  and  Ma- 
Ilea  grounds  east  -  -  -  3i20  0   0 

Heirc  of  Sir  Richard  Cox,  a  three  square 
peece,  kte  parcel  of  Stonyffen  :  on  the  east 
side  of  the  said  iFen,  by  Manea  Dammes  east     100    0   0 

Dodington  towne,  a  comon  ffen  called 
Wimbleton  Sedgeffen  :  by  Stony  fen  south, 
and  the  Leame  west      -  -  -  11 40    0   0 

The  same^  a  narrow  ffen  more  west :  be- 
twene  the  Leame  east,  and  Wimbleton 
high  grounds  west ;  extending  south  neare 
to  the  Parke  side  -  -  -      77    0  0 

The  same  towne,  the  comon  ffenns  called 
Hprsmore,  Li  tie  Binnymore,  Graceffen,  and 
Chafferfen,  lying  together :  by  the  former 
Sedgefen  and  Stonie  south ;  the  Leame 
west,  and  Upwell  Feuuee  east 

The  same  towne^  a  comon  ffen  adioyn- 
ing  more  north,  called  Great  Binnymore: 
by  Reades  Fen,  and  the  river  of  Neane 
north ;  and  ihe  Leame  west 

The  hfiire  of  Mr,  Davyej  a  leverall  ffen 


dsffen :  by  the  river  north ;  and 
icr  ffen  east,  west,  and  south  -     120    0    0 

igton  towne,  a  comoo  ffea  more 
led  Stowfen,  and  the  :  by 

une  east;  and  Wimbleton  high 
^uth      -  -  *  -  1063     0    o 

ame  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  to 
:h'east,  called  East  Hall  More:  by 
at  Parke  in  Dodington  east  5  and 
ise  ground  south  -  -     106    0    0 

ame  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyniog 
at,  called  Underhilh  by  Bezeliogi 
i  the  north-west ;  and  the  Old  £a  on 
h  ft  -  -  -100    00 

ame  towne,  a  comon  ffen  more  eatt, 
lukeny  More :  by  Bezeling  Lode 
ind  Dikeamore  west  -  -^    315    0    0 

ime  towne,  a  comon  ffenn  adioyning 
ith,  called  Bezelings ;  betwene  Chat- 
nnes  east;  the  VVestwaler  west  and 
md  Bezelings  Lode  north  -  1£89    0    O 

ame  towne,  a  great  comon  tarffen, 
allverlon:  by   the  Westwater  east; 

ground  at  Bennets  Crosse,  called 
'ens  south ;  and  other  ffeones  of 
west;  the  River  Neane,  and  diversse 

of  Ben  wick  north  :  within  this 
sBenwickmear  -  •  1895     0    0 

Setts,  a  severall  cotage  and  yard 
:alled  Poloer  Cot :  by  the  West- 
ist ;  and  the  former  fl^n  south,  west, 
Lh  -  -  -         1     0    0 

litle  severalls  there  more  nortb|  at 
iriuoulb :  Basnolclofts  :  wherof  the 
Lhe  Mearraouth  and  Meare  west  and 
and  the  former  ffen  east ;  and  tlie 
icr  north  contains  -  -        4    2    0 
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The  second^  more  west^  belweae  the  two 
mouths  of  the  Mear  -  -  - 

The  third,  more  west;  by  the  Mearmouth 
and  JVlear  east  and  south ;  aod  the  said  ffea 
south  and  west  -.  -  . 

Certea  severall  tenements  and  yards  at 
Benwick  more  north  :  by  the  Westwater 
east ;  and  the  river  Neane  north ;  and  the 
said  Sen  m  part  south  and  west 

Mr.  Balham,  a  severall  ground  adioyning 
more  west :  by  the  river  north ;  and  a  parceli 
of  CO mon  ground  west 

Heir  of  Lancelot  Flower,  a  severall  ad- 
ioyning  more  aouth,  called  Wedges :  by  the 
ffen  west ;  and  the  said  parceli  of  comon 
north  -  .  .  , 

Mr.  Balham,  a  severall  close  adioyning 
more  south :  batting  west  upon  the  said  fenn 

Idem,  another  severall  close  adioyning 
more  south  :  by  the  said  ffen  west  and  south 

Other  severall  tenements  there  more  north; 
by  ihe  river  Neane  on  the  south  and  east; 
and  the  comon  ffen  called  the  Middle  on  the 
north  and  west  -  -  - 

Dodington  to\Mie,  a  comon  flea  adioyning 
more  north,  called  the  Middle :  by  the  former 
tenements  and  river  south  and  westj  and 
Whites  Fen  cast 

A  severall  there  more  west,  called  Fagdole ; 
by  the  former  Sen  north  and  east ;  and  the 
river  south  ,  *  ^ 

I>odiDgtonj  a  parceli  of  comon  Ifen  there 
more  west,  called  Hartinga:  by  the  twoe 
former  peeces  east;  the  river  souths  and 
Wittlesea  grounds  west 

Heire  of  Mr.  Cooke^  a  close  more  norths 
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Called  Brownes  Fenn:  by  the  former  and 
Middle  Fen  souths  and  Wittlesea  groond 
^est  .  -  .  -      75    8    O 

Heire  of  Mr.  Trece,  late  OliTers,  a  close 
adioyning  more  east :  by  the  Middle  south ; 
and  Whites  Fen  north  and  east         -         -      96    2    O 

Mr.  Moimdford^  a  ffen  adioyning  more  to 
the  north-east,  called  Whites  Fen :  by  Gas-       * 
more   in  Wittlesea  north  ;    and  Bisshops 
Dike  east  ^  .  .    455    if   q 

Sir  John  Paton,  a  severall  ffen  adioyning 
more  east^  called  Great  Bradnymore:  by 
Wittlesea  Dike  north ;  and  the  river  of  Neane 
south  and  east  ...    g^O    0    0 

Dodington,  a  great  comon  ffen  there  more 
south,  called  Dicksmore^  alias  the  Smeeth :  h 

betwene  the  river  and  some  small  severalls 
west;  the  same  river  and  Coppalderbank 
north  ;    Ankuymore  east ;    and   Bezeliogs  * 

liodesonth  -        ^       -  -  1483    0    O 

ReinoldSf  a  severall  there  called  Warner- 
bill  :  by  the  said  Lode  of  Bezelings  south  ; 
butting  east  upon  the  former  ffen ;  west  upon 
the  river        -  -  -  -       10  ^  20 

Rectory  of  Dodington,  a  severall  adioyn- 
ing more  north :  bounded  east  and  west  as 
the  former     -  -  -  -        8    0    0 

Mr.  Balam,  a  severall  adioyning  more 
north:  by  the  comon  fenn  north;  and  bound- 
ed east  and  west  as  the  former    -  -800 

A  litle  severall  more  north,  called  the 
Manger :  by  the  river  west ;  and  the  said 
comon  fenn  south,  east,  and  north  -        2    0    0 

Certen  severall  tenements  and  yards  more 
north,  at  Benwick :  by  the  said  river  west; 
and  the  said  comon  fen  south  and  east        *        8    5    0 


A  litle  Iriangled  severall  ndioyniog  more 
north  ;  by  the  river  of  Neaae  north  j  and  the 
said  comon  fenn  on  the  west,  and  in  part 
south 

Heire  of  Lancelot  Flower,  a  severall  close 
there  naore   east,   called   Lilly  holt :  by  the 
river    of   Neane   north ;    and    the    foresaid  . 
comon  ffen  called  Dicksmore   on  the  east, 
west,  and  south  -  -  -       18     0 

Do<lington,  a  great  ffen  more  to  the  north- 
east, called  Ransonmore  and  Borowmore: 
by  the  river  of  Neane  north  and  west ;  Cop- 
palderbank  south.  This  was  all  comon ; 
but  now  of  late  Sir  J.  Peiton  hath  imbanked 
in  severalty  a  great  part  of  Raosonmore, 
next  Qoppalderbank,  to  tbe  quantity  of 
50£0  acres ;  and  the  residue  remains  still 
comon.     The  whole  contains 

There  is  a  severall  on  the  west  side  of  this 
fen,  called  Wisamouth :  by  the  river  south 
and  west,  and  the  fenn  north  and  east 

Heire  of  Sir  William  Hinde,  another  se- 
verall there  more  to  the  north-east,  called 
Little  Bradnymore;  by  the  river  west,  and 
the  ffen  on  all  other  parts  -  -     1 10     3 

Dodington^  a  comon  ffen  more  east,  being 
a  part  of  Ransonmore  :  by  the  ffeildike  on 
the  north  ;  and  the  ffeilds  of  Dodiugton  and 
other  high  grounds  on  the  south  and  east. 
It  extended  west  to  the  upper  end  of  Coppal- 
derbank         -  -  -  .     gos 

The  same  towne^  anoilier  comon  ffen  more 
west,  called  Westfenn,  beyond  GrealCrosse: 
by  the  river  of  Neane  and  Plan  tin  water  in 
part  east  and  south  i  and  Steroea  north ; 
and  VVittlesea  grounds  w^est         -  •  3440    0 
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A  severall  called  Drabble's  Yard,  at  WiU 
llesea  Dikesend:  bylWestfenn  east,  tod 
west, .  and  oorth  -  «  -380 

Certen  severalls  there  more  north,  called 
Netherholts*:  betwene  PlantiD water  south 
and  east ;  and  Westfenn  north  and  west      -     148    0    O 

A  litle  severall  there  more  north,  called  • 
Newcot:  by  Plantinwater  south  and  east; 
Sternea  north  ;  and  Westfenn  west       ^       -        3    0    0 

I)odington,^a  comon  ffen  adioyning  more 
east,  called  Whitemore,  Westregrene,  Mar- 
gery Wuses  Greene,  and  Norwald  Greene : 
betwene  Hobbes  river  east ;  Norwald  seve- 
ralls) and  Plantinwater  north ;  Plantinwater 
west;  Edeneacroftes  and  other  severalls 
south  ....  2010    0    0 

Certen  severalls  there  called  Norwald 
ffennes,  lying  north  and  south  :  betwene 
Norwald  Calcy  east;  and  Whetmore  west; 
butting  north  upon  Hobbs  river  -    225    0    O 

Certen  other  severalls  at  the  south  ends  of 
the  former,  lying  north  aud  south :  betwene 
Cranford  Crofts  west,  and  the  comon  fenn 
east  and  south  -  -  -     154    0    0 

Certen  other  severalls,  called  Granford 
Crofts,  at  the  west  side  of  the  former,  lying 
east  and  west :  by  Whitemore  on  the  north, 
west,  and  south  -  -  -      40    0    0 

Another  severall  there,  by  the  two  former 
ffurlongs  on  the  north  and  west ;  and  the 
comon  ffenn  on  the  south  and  east  -      35    0    0 

A  several  there  more  south,  called  Westre- 
close:  compassed  round  about  with  the 
comon  ffen,  called  in  that  place  Westre 
Greene  -»  -  -  17    2    O 

Other  severalls  there  more  south,  called 
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Fen  Howes,  Ijiag  east  and  west;  betwene  a 
comoo  draine  south;  and  the  comon  ffen 
east,  west,  and  north  -  -      61     0    0 

Other  ffennes  there  more  west,  called 
Edeoeacrofts  :  lying  north  and  south,  be- 
twene  the  comon  ffenn  east,  and  Plant!  n 
water  west;  butting  north  and  south  upon 
the  comon  ffennes  -  -  -       98     O    D 

Dodmgton,  a  comon  ffen  adio3'niDg  more 
south,  by  the  river  Neane,  from  Great  Crosse 
towards  March  south  ;  a  lode  or  draine  and 
Plantin  water  west  -  _  _     552    0    0 

The  same  lowBe,  alitle  three  square  peece 
of  comon  adioyning  more  east :  by  the  river 
of  Neane  south  ;  and  the  draines  north  and 
east.      This  is  called  the  Comon  Middle  11     0    0 

The  same  townCj  a  parcell  of  comon  ffenn 
called  Peashill  Greene  there  adioyning  more 
north :  by  a  draine  west,  and  in  parte  north 
and  east;   and  diverse  severalls  south  -       41     0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  at 
March  Bridge,  called  the  Sumps :  betwene 
the  high  waie  at  the  bridge  east ;  the  river 
in  part  north ;  and  diverse  severalls  on  the 
west    and  south         -  -  «     144    0    0 

Certen  severalls  there  called  the  Holtes, 
lying  north  and  south  :  betwene  the  former 
common  south  and  east;  Bordsmore  west; 
and  the  river  north  *  -  -       16     0    0 

Thomas  Shepperd,  a  severall  croft  there 
more  south  :  by  the  saidSumpea  north,east, 
and  south ;   and  Bordsmore  west  -       SO     0    0 

Heire  of  Doctor  Ward,  a  litle  croft  there 
more  east^  called  Smiths  Croft :  compassed 
about  with  the  Sumps  on  all  parts  -         10    0 

The  Rectorie,  a  litle  croft  there  more  easf 
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neare  to  the  high  way,  with  a  tenemeat  upon 
it|  and  compassed  about  with  the  Sumps  as 
the  former  -  -  -         1    2    0 

Diverse  seyerall  tenemeots  and  yards  more 
east :  betwene  the  river  at  March  Bridge 
north;  the  high  way  west;  a  drove  into 
Stowffen  south ;   and  Stowffen  east  -      28    0    0 

Other  several!  tenements  and  holts  more 
east :  by  the  river  and  sewer  north  and  west; 
a  comon  drove  east,  and  Stowffen  south      -       112    0 

Other  severall  yards  more  east :  betwene 
two  comon  droves  east  and  west ;  the  river 
north,  and  the  said  ffen  south  -  -        4    0    0 

Other  severalls  more  east,  called  Bagenie : 
by  the  said  comon  ffen  south-east,  and  north; 
and  the  broad  sewer  west  -  -       10    0    0 

Another  severall  more  south,  called  Dear- 
feild  :  by  the  said  comon  ffen  on  everie  side        6    0    0 

Another  severall  more  to  the  north-east : 
compassed  about  with  the  said  comon  ffen 
as  the  former  -  -  -        8    0    0 

Dodington,  a  comon  ffen  there  more  north, 
called  Creekshyme:  by  Hobbes  River  north; 
the  river  of  Neane  east  and  south,  and 
Townesend  Dike  west  -  -     158    0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffenne 
adioyning  more  west,  called  Powteshyrme : 
by  Townesend  Dike  east,  and  the  severall 
inclosed  crofts  south  and  west         -  -     146    0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen 
called  the  Lowe :  by  Hobbes  River  west  and 
south,  and  ihi  severalls  called  Moundfords 
Landes  east ;  and  other  severalls  north       -     154    0    0 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  more 
east :  by  the  river  of  Neane  south ;  Eime 
Leame  east ;  Elme  Fen  north ;  Moundfords 
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Laodes  and  Waldersea  Bank  west.     This 

ffen  is  called  Creek liyniie  -  -     462     0    0 

Certen  several!  grounds  adioyning  more 
west»  called  Moundford's  Laiids^  Ij^^g  ^^^t 
and  west:  betwene  the  former  ffcnn  east; 
the  Low  west ;  Hobbes  river  south ;  and 
other  severally  iiorlh     -  -  -       89    2    0 

Other  several  Is  there  more  north  j  lying 
north  and  sou  lb  :  betwene  Creekeffen  east, 
and  Norwald  Calcy  %\est;  butting  south 
upon  the  former  severalls  and  the  Lowe  ; 
north  upon  Waldersea  Bank    ^        -  -     208     0    0 

Mtnea,  Freeman  of   Manea,    a   parcel!    of^  pas- 

ture inclosed :  by  Westmore  and  Bialffen 
south  and  in  part  west;  and  the  high  grounds 
north  -  -  -  -       17    2     0 

Maneai  a  parcell  of  feild  meadow  ad- 
ioyning  more  west :  at  the  skirt  of  Manea 
Feild :  by  Biallffen  south,  and  Slonieffen  on 
the  north  and  west         *  -  •       30     0    0 

Wreght  of  Manea,  a  parcell  of  pasture 
inclosed^  at  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
former :  by  the  high  ground  south ;  and 
Manea  £a  west  -  -  -430 

Robert  Neale,  four  closes  adioyning  to- 
gether more  north  :  by  Manea  Dames  north; 
butting  west  upon  the  said  En,  next  Slonie- 
ffen -  -  -  -       29     1     0 

Idem.  Two  closes  adioyning  more  east : 
betwene  high  ground  south,  and  the  said 
Dames  north  *  -  -^10 

Sexten,  a  pightle  adjoining  more  easif: 
shorter  north ;  by  a  pece  of  coraon  on  the 
east  side  and  the  north  end  -  -         5     0    0, 

Manea  bamletj  a  parcell  of  comon  ad* 
ioyning  more  east;  by  the  Lode  east;  ex* 
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leading    north   to    the    corner  of  Manea 

Dames  .-  -  -  -        4    2    0 

Bird,  of  Manea,  two  parcells  inclosed  at 
the  south-east  end  of  the  former;  by  the 
^'^e^  ground  south ;   and  the  Lode  east      -        5     10 

Manea  hamlet^  a  ffen  there  more  north, 
called  the    Dames:     betwene    Dodington     . 
grounds  west ;    Westmore  east ;  .  and  Jthe 
former  severalls  of  Robert  Neales  scftith      -    689 

Elme  Towne  hath  a  comon  ffen  lying  be-    * 
twene  Elme  Leame  on  the  east ;  Creekffen       .- 
in  Dodington  south ;  and  Coldham  ffen  west     ^,     ^  ? 

and  north     -  -  ...  .70^    0    0 

Wisbech  Towne,   a  comon  ffen   at  Guy-  Wbbech. 

hyme:  by  Plantinwater  on   the  south  and         ^ 
east;  and  a  new  cut  from  Newcott  to  Guy-^   <   , 
hirne  on  the  north-west 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  on 
the  other  side  of  that  new  cut:  by*  the 
Leame,  from  Stranground  north ;  and  Wit- 
tlesea  ground  west;  and  Stemea  in  part 
south;  extending  east  with  a  gory  point  to 
Guyhime       ...  -    49O    0    O 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  called 
the  Highffen ;  by  the  river  from  Cloughcrosse 
to  Guyhirne  on  the  east ;  the  Leame  south ; 
Knardike  west ;  and  the  Wride  north  -  4&S%    0    0 

The  same   towne,    another    comon  ffen 
adioyning  more   north :   by  the    said  river 
east ;  the  Wride  south ;   Sutton  ffen  west ;  • 
Throcknoll  and  Crowland  river  north  -  1540    0    0 

A  several!  ffen  at  Cloughs  Crosse,  called  ThrocknolL 

Throcknoll :  by  the  river  of  Crowland  north 
and  east;  and  the  former  ffen  Wisbech  south 
and  west       -  -  -  -    224    0    0 

Sutton  towne,  in  Holland,  a  comon  ffenn:  '         Sattoa- 
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lying  betwcn  Golddike  west ;  the  Wride 
or  Barslreame;  Wisbech  Venn  east;  and 
Crowliind  River  and  Banke  north  -     880     0 

The  Earle  of  Bedford ;  all  Thornea  ffennes, 
being  devided  into  diverse  parcells,  but 
lying  altogether  betwene  Crowland  River 
north;  Golddike  and  Knardike  east;  Wit- 
tlesea  ground  south,  and  Cattleswater  west, 
and  contains     -  -  -  -  1G069     0    0 

Crowland  Towne,  a  comon  ffen  on  the 
south  side  of  the  towne  at  Goodlucks  Crosse: 
hetwene  the  river  from  Deeping  to  Crow- 
land,  and  the  yards  of  diverse  tenements  in 
Crowland  on  the  north :  the  river  from  Crow- 
land  toCloughs  Crosse  in  part  and  Cattcs- 
waler  in  part  east ;  Peterborough  Fennes 
south  and  west  -  ,  _  iqqs    0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  narrow  ffenu  more 
north  :  betwene  Welland  on  the  east ;  and 
Deeping  Fen  Bank  west;  the  Ferry  south  ; 
and  extending  north  with  a  gory  point  to 
Whitehouse  -  -  -     515     0  ^ 

The  same  towne,  a  narrower  fl'en  more 
west  at  the  Ferry;  betwene  the  said  river 
from  Deeping  south,  and  Deeping  Bank  to 
Crowland  Fery  north  ;  butting  west  upon 
Deeping  ground  at  the  Crosse  in  Ea  -     217     0    0 

Peterborow,  a  ffen  near  Crowland  called 
the  Four  Hundred  Acres,  betwene  Crowland 
Fen  north  and  Borow  Great  Fen  west  and 
Bouth  :  butting  east  with  a  narrow  end  upon 
Ca  ties  water  at  Finfit  Crosse  -  -     858     0    0 

The  same  towne,  a  ffen  adioyning  more 
soutb,  called  Borow  Great  Fen  :  betwene 
the  former,  and  the  bank  and  river  from 
ihcnce   to  Waldram   Hall   north;    severall 
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grounds  of  Peakirk  and  Ganton  west ;  Nor- 
tham  bank  and  diverse  severalls  and  high 
grounds  south;  Northam  and  Singlesole 
grounds,  and  pari  of  Catteswater  at  Finet 
Crosse  east  ...  Q943    q    q 

A  ferm  bouse  called  Singlepole,  with 
severall  grounds  adioyning:  betwene  the 
former  ffen  west  and  north  ;  Catteswater 
east;  and  Northam  grounds  south  -     184    2    0 

A  severall  belonging  to  Northam  fferme 
adioyning  more  south':  by  the  said  Great 
Fen  west ;]  Catteswater  east,  and  Northam 
Lode  south  -  .  -     116    0    0 

Three  Htle  severalls  belonging  to  Northam 
lying  together:  betwene  the  dike  coming 
from  Singlepole  west ;  Northam  Lode  north  ; 
and  Catteswater  east  -  -       14     1     0 

Another  parcell  of  the  severalls  of  Northam 
adioyning,  more  west :  by  the  said  dike  east; 
Northam  Lode  north ;  and  the  close  called 
Cranmore  west  -  -  -      27    0    0 

Another  parcell  of  those  severalls  more 
souths  lying  in  length  by  Cranmore  west, 
jRrith  a  gory  point  at  the  south  end:  by  the 
litgh  grounds  north,  east,  and  south  44    0    0 

Another  severall  of  Northam,  inclosed  in 
t^^ro  parts,  and  adioyning,  more  west,  called  f  40    0    0 
Oranmore,  neare  to  the  fferm  house :  by  the  j^    «  °°     P^*^* 
t'^^o  former  east ;    the  high  ground   south  f  46    0    0 
a^md  west ;   and  the  said  lode  north  "  L   ^  *°"^  ^  ** 

A  litle  severall  more  east:  by  one  of  the 
foresaid  tfree  litle  severalls  on  the  north; 
Catteswater  east,  and  the  high  ground  west         5     2  20 

Another  parcell  of  a  severall  inclosed  ad- 
ioyning more  south ;  bounded  east  and  west 
a»  the  former  -  -       l6     2    o 

p 
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Another  broad  several!  adioyning  more 
south,  and  bounded  east  and  west  as  the 
former  -  -  -  -       36    0    0 

A  litle  narrow   severall  adioyning  more . 
south,  and  bounded  east  and  west  as  the 
former  -  -  -  -        2    3    0 

Another  litle  narrow  severall  adioyning 
more  south,  and  bounded  east  and  west  as 
before  -  -  -  -         2    3     0 

Another  litle  severall  adioyning  more 
south :  bounded  east  and  west  as  before     •       10    0    () 

A  severall  adioyning  more  east,  by  Cattes- 
watereast      -  -  -  •-      28    2    D 

Twoe  parcells  of  wet  ground  on  the  north, 
west  of  the  former        -  -  -        4    S    0 

A  parcell  of  wet  ground  more  south :  by 
the  south-west  part  of  the  severall  -        9    0    0 

A  severall  adioyning  more  soutli:  by 
Catswater  east  and  south  -  *      26    £    0 

A  parcell  at  Barbridge,  by  the  former  and 
Cats  water  east  -  -  -      21     2    0 

A  severall  more  south  at  Thornea  Crosse : 
between  Catswater  and  the  high  ground      -      2]     1    0 

^49  2  Obytht 
Three  severalls  belonging  to  Oxny  house,  j  s^T'ohytht 
lying  together  by  the  Ingin  bank  -  ^  A°5°i  tk* 

C  thiid. 
Two  parcells  of  ground  more  west,  neare 
the  house     -  -  -  -1200 

A  pece  of  Oxnea  ground  more  northj  at 
the  Ingin      *  -  .  .    ^5     0    0 

A  three  square  severall  beyond  Oxnea :  by 
Borow  litle  ffen  south,  and  a  lane  leading 
to  Eyerly  comon  west  -  -         7     3    0 

A  severall  more  north,  betwene  the  lane 
west  and  high  ground  east  r  -       20    0    0 
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A  severall  more  west:  hy  the  lane  east^ 
and  high  ground  west  -  -      £1     1     0 

A  com  on  more  north,  called  High  Eggerby 
comon:  betwene  the  high  ground  east, 
souths  and  west  •  .  .    so3     3    0 

A  three  square  severall  of  Ibery  more 
east:  by  the  high  ground  east;  the  comon 
south  and  north- west     -  -  •       Id    0    0 

A  parcel!  at  the  north  end  of  the  former  t 
by  the  high  ground  east^  and  the  comoil 
west  -  -  -  -300 

Certen  small  sereralls  of  £y  lying  toge- 
ther: by  the  said  comon  south  and  west^ 
and  the  high  ground  north  and  east  -       14    0    0 

Certen  other  small  severalls  of  By  more 
north  beyond  the  street  and  chappell :  be« 
twene  the  end  of  the  common  that  leadeth 
from  Ey  to  Northam  on  the  east;  and  £y 
Lodes  end  on  the  west;  butting  north  upon 
the  lode        -  -  --  -        9    0    0 

Thre  other  severalls  of  Ey  adioyning 
more  north:  betwene  the  lodes  east  and 
west;  and  butting  north  and  south  upon 
those  loades ;  whereof  that  on  the  west  con- 
tains -  -  -  -        9    0 

That  in  the  middle  contains  •        4     1 

That  on  the  east  contains         -  •        4    0 

Peterborow,  a  comon  ffen  more  southj 
called  Borowe  Litle  Fen:  betwene  Oxny 
Lode  and  Oxny  grounds  north ;  the  high 
grounds  wesf ;  and  the  river  called  Muscot 
^ater  east  and  south  -  -     888    0    0 

The  Countisse  of  Westmorland,  a  severall 
nearePeterborow  bridge  :  by  the  river  Neane 
oa  the  south-west ;  Muscot  water  north ;  an 
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faWittTesca. 
Bradby  Fen. 


Northea. 


old  lode  against  Stangroaod  Church  east; 
and  a  new  cult  south    -  -  - 

The  same  Countisse,  other  grounds  ad- 
ioining  more  east:  by  the  said  lode  west; 
Muscot  water  north ;  Northea  in  Wittlesea 
east;  and  the  new  catt  south 

The  same  Countisse,  alitle  triangled  peece 
more  west :  by  the  foresaid  old  lode  east ; 
the  new  cutt  north ;  and  the  river  Neane  on 
the  south-west  «  -  - 

The  same  Countisse,  other  ground  adioyn- 
ing  more  east :  by  the  new  cutt  north ;  the 
said  lode  and  river  west ;  and  the  leame 
south,  with  a  gory  point  at  the  east  end 

The  same  Countisse,  another  triangle 
pece  adioyning  more  south  :  by  the  Leame 
north ;  a  row  of  trees  with  a  doobble  ditch 
east;  and  the  river  Neane  on  the  south* 
west  -  -  -  . 

The  same  Countisse,  other  grounds  ad- 
ioyning more  east :  by  the  Leame  on  the 
north ;  Bradley  Fen  east ;  the  Musts  in 
Wittlesea  on  the  south-east;  and  the  Neane 
on  the  south-west        -  .  - 

Sir  VVill'm  Dove,  a  ffen  adioyning  more 
east,  called  Bradby  Fen  :  by  the  Musts  afore- 
said south;  the  Leame  north;  and  Wittle- 
sea grounds  east  .  -  - 

The  towne  of  Wittlesea  hath  a  mowffen 
there  more  north,  called  Northea  :  betwene 
Muscot  water  and  Stanground  ground  west; 
the  Leame  south;  North  Fen  and  the 
Priors  Fennes  east;  and  Thornea  dike  at 
Thornea  Crosse  north 

In  this  the  £arle  of  Bedford  hath  a  dole  of 
fifteen  acres  on  the  north  side  :  by  Thornea 
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dike  north,  aod  Willow  hall  east.  Stan- 
ground  men  have  a  p'te  on  the  west  side 
over  against  the  Willow  Row,  a  furlong 
deep  into  the  fFen,  containing  120  acres. 
The  tenants  of  Wittlesea  have  all  the  west 
copie.  And  the  whole  ground,  after  the 
swap  is  had  of  is  comon  to  the  towne  of 
Wittlesea  only.  The  new  cult  crosseth 
over  this  ffen  neare  to  the  south  end. 

Twoe   severall  parcells  of  ground  there 
more  east,  in  Northmore,  neare  Bites  Lake. 

They  are  bounded  at  both  ends  with  dole         ,     ^  ^^ 

\  1 1  3  fiO 
ffenns:  and  ly  betwene  Northmore  both  o^^faccountedieac 
the  east  and  west,  butting  north  upon  the 
more ;  and  extends  south  somewhat  beyond 
the  Leame.    That  over  the  west  is 


The  other  on  the  east  is 

The  new  cutt  crosseth  over  the  middest 
of  these  peeces. 

The  towne  of  Wittlesea,  a  common  ffen 
adioyning  more  north  and  east,  called 
Northmore :  betwene  Norlhea  west,  Priours 
f'ennes  north;  Basuymore  east;  and  the 
Il.eame  south.  It  is  devided  by  the  new  cutt 
into  two  parts,  whereof  the  north  part 
ooDtains        .  -  -  . 

The  south  part  contains 

A  messuage  with  some  severall  grounds 
a^lioyning  more  north,  called  Willowhall 
(being  part  of  the  grounds  called  the  Priours 
-Fennes) :  by  the  former  ffen  south ;  Northea 
^^est ;  Thornea  dike  east,  and  other  groundes 
of  the  Priours  east 

Another  severall  (part  of  the  said  Priours) 


C  21     3  20 

2.  accounted  32  a. 
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adioyniDg  more  east:    by   Northmore   on 

the  south      -  -  -  -    939    O    O^ 

Another  litle  severail  (part  also  of  Pri- 
ours)  adioyniog  more  east:  butting  south 
upon  Northmore  -  -  -      39    0    0 

Another  seTerall  (part  also  of  Priours)  be- 
tween the  two  former  so«lh>  and  Thornea 
dike  north      .  *  .  -    qgs    O    0' 

Another  several!  (the  residue  of  Priourf)  t 
by  the  two  former  west^  butting  eotilh 
upon  Northmore ;  north  upon  Thornea  dike     IM    0    O 

The  Lords  of  <the  Manor  of  Wittlesea>  <l 
severall  fTen  adioyning  more  east,  caifed 
Basuymore;  betwene  the  formeir  severiaH 
and  Northmore  on  the  w«st^  «04  Knardik^ 
on  the  east;  Thornea  dike  noitb,  and  the 
Leame  sodtb.  This  ffen  is  devided  into  four 
parts;  tod  ^he  new  cutt  ruuneth  through 
all  those  parts.  The  first  part  next  Notth<* 
more  -  .  -  ^    779    0    0 

The  second  part,  mote  east      -  -    776    0    0 

The  third  part,  more  east         -  -    856    O    0 

Tlie  fourth  part,  more  east,  next  Knardike    864    0    0 
The  towne  of  Wiltlesea,  a  comon  pasture 
called  the  Middle :  betwene  the  Leame  north, 
and  Southlake  alias  Stemea  south ;  the  Fery- 
dike  in  part  west ;  and  Wisbich  Fen  east   -     700    O    O 

The  Lords,  a  severall  adioyning  more 
west,  called  Alderholt  2  by  the  former  east 
and  north;  and  Southlake  south  >        9    0    0 

Wittlesea  towne,  a  comon  adioyning  more 
west :  betwene  Eastree  lake  on  both  sides 
of  Lipnea  gravell,  and  the  said  gravell  south : 
the  ffery  house,  and  the  high  grounds  and 
feilds  of  Eastree  north ;  anrd  thie  tenants  in- 
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doted  holts  qn  this  west;    the  east  part 

hereof  being  called  the  South  Pingles         •     147    0    0 

The  teoantg  have  seven  several!  holts 
lying  together  and  adioyning  more  west, 
and  two  single  holts  beyond  them.  They 
all  bat  Boath  upon  Eastree  lake,  and  north 
upon  Eastree  feild        -  -  .400 

The  towne  <^  Wittlesea,  two  parceUs  of 
comoo :  betwene  the  seven  holts  on  the  east, 
and  the  ninth  holt  on  the  west ;  Eastree  lake 
south ;  and  the  ffeild  north  -  -        4    0    0 

The  same  tqwne,  ^  comon  adioyning  more 
vest  Feolotts,  extending  by  Eastree  lake  and 
Wittlesea  dike  00  the  sputh  to  Turning 
tree  gravell :  by  Eastree  feild»  and  the  last 
of  the  foresaid  holts  e$ist;  I*atterf^  feild 
<|od  jpther  severalls  on  the  north  and  west    -     131    O    0 

Roger  Wiseman,  a  )itle  holt  inclosed, 
c:alled  Freman's  Acre,  neare  to  the  south- 
east comer  of  the  severall  called  Fenlot 
setts,  and  compassed  round  about  with  the 
former  common  -  •  *        0    d    0 

A  severall  inclosed  called  Fenlot  sett  c  by 
4Lhe  foresaid  comon  on  the  east  and  south, 
^nd  in  part  west,  and  G rales  Close  north; 
Saereof  Mr.  George  Glapthorne  a  third  part, 
^nd  the  Rectory  of  Saint  Mary  twoe  thirds       4$i    0    0 

A  close  of  wood  and  pasture  adioyning 
^ziore  north,  called  Graies  Close;  by  the 
crOBQon  half  acre  north,  and  the  Lords  De^- 
means  west.    This  belongs  to  four  tenants       IQ    0    0 

A  parcell  of  ground  at  the  east  end  of  the 
former :  by  the  inclosed  holts  east,  and  the 
conaon  half  acre  north  -  -         3    3    0 

'Xhe  tenants,  severall  small  severall  holts 
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Comon  Half 
Acre. 


Eistre  Holtet. 


Loi^GiaHe. 


Minnycroft 
WeU. 


adioyning  more  east:    by  the  comon  lane 

east,  and  the  comon  half  acre  north  -         1     1  £0 

Wittlesea  towne,  a  long  narrow  parcel! 
adioyning  more  north,  called  the  Comon 
Half  Acre:  by  Graies  Close  in  part  south; 
butting  east  upon  the  lane  -  -         1     1   10 

The  tenants,  eleven  severall  holts  ad- 
ioyning more  nortfai  by  Eastree  Calcy  nor|||, 
and  the  said  lane  east  -  -         4    0  520 

Witllesea  towne,  a  parcel!  of  ffeilds 
comon  more  north  and  east:  by  the  De- 
means called  Feldale  north  and  west;  and 
Eastree  feild  south,  and  in  parte  east  -       19     10 

Wittlesea,  a  small  square  parcel!  of 
comon :  by  the  end  of  the  comon  half  acre 
and  the  holts  east ;  Graies  close  south ;  and 
the  Calcy  north  -  -  -         2    0  €0 

The  Lordes,  a  close  more  south :  betwehe 
Graies  Close  on  the  east,  and  the  ffeild  on 
the  west,  containing  six  acres,  whereof  the 
east  part  is  wet  ground  -  -300 

The  Lords,  another  close  adioyning  more 
south :  betwene  the  ffeild  in  part  north  and 
south,  butting  west  upon  the  ffeild,  east 
upon  Fenlot  setts;  it  contains  12  acres, 
whereof  is  wet  ground  -  -820 

Wittlesea,  a  parcel!  of  comon  more  west 
at  Minnycroft  Well :  betwene  Turning  tree 
gravell  and  Wittlesea  dike  on  the  south  and 
west ;  and  the  ffeilds  and  high  grounds  on 
the  east  and  north.     It  is  ffeild  comon  -     44    3    0 

The  tenants  have  six  severall  tenements 
and  holts  more  west  beyond  Berystred  Close  : 
by  Wittlesea  dike  east;  the  streets  at  the 
bridge  north  and  west ;  and  the  ffen  south ; 
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they  coDtain  3  ac.  2  r.  dial,   whereof  die 

greater  part  welt'  -  -  -        1     3  io 

The  teoants  have  there  more  west  five 
other  tenements  and  holts,  by  the  streets 
east  and  north,  yid  the  iFen  south.    They  * 

cootiun  4  ac.  1  r.  dim.  whereof  the  greater    .  ^ 

part  wett      -  -  -*-aitO 

The  Lords,  a  pece  of  ground  inclosed  on 
the  south  side  of  Wittlesea  dike  over  against 
the  Berysted :  betwene  the  comon  ffen  on 
the  east,  south,  and  west  -  -      50     1     0 

The  same  Lords,  a  parcell  of  ground  left 
out  at  the  north  end  of  the  said  close  :  be- 
twene the  close  and  Wittlesea  dyke  -         1     3   ||k 

The  heire  of  Robert  Beale  holds  by  cofHe    <  Caiter'iDolsi, 

certen  inclosed  grounds  of  pasture  and  wood 
at  Kingsdelf  gravell,  called  Carters  Doles : 
compassed  about  with  the  cobAi  ffen  od 
every  side     -  -  -  -      55    •    0 

Wittlesea,  a  peece  of  ffeild  comon  more  'fmlsuw. 

to  the  north-west,  called  Lodehyrne:  by 
Kingsdelf  gravell  east ;  Church  ffeild  north ; 
the  way  at  Feildendbridge  west ;  and  Wit- 
tlesea dike  south  -  -  -       79    8    O 

The  same  towne,  another  peece  of  ffeild 
oomon  there  more  east;.jt^y  the  said  gravell 
^rest;  Church  feild  north;  Wittlesea  dike 
Boath ;  and  it  extends  east  betwene  the  dike  ^ 

^nd  Mr.  Glapthomes   inclosures   to   Long 
GraveU        -  -  -  »    -      74    0    0 

Mr.    Georee    Glapthorne,    three    closes  ?f?^■'*?5^ 

HelcroftGosef* 
^sailed  Longsneut  and  Hollcroft  Closes :  %f 

tihe  said  comon  south  and  west;    Church 

fieild  and  other  inclosures  north ;  and  Long 

Sx'&vell    east;   containing    dO    acres    Di0i. 

'Whereof  in  wet  ground  -  •<     ^    S    O 
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Wittlesea  Tpwne^  a  parcell  of  groand 
moffe  to  the  north-west :  by  the  Leame  north, 
batting  west  upon  Bradly  ffen;  east  upon 
Nortfaea  gravell.  It  is  a  part  of  Northei^ 
Dole»  -  -  -  <-        4    2    0 

R^ctorye  of  St.  Maries^  a  severall  ad^ 
iajpipgmore  southycafled  the  Tytbe  Grasse: 
by  Bradbyffen  west      «  -  ^       19     1     O 

FfontAiDi.  The  tenants  holde  by  copie  a  pece  ad«- 

ioyning  more  south,  called  Ffenthams  t  by 
Bradby  ffien  and  the  Musts  west ;  it  is  comodT 
with  Church  frild         -  -  •      4i     O    O 

The  Lords,  a  part  pf  dose  there  adioyn* 
kjg  fliore  south  s  by  the  dry  part  thereof 
east,  and  the  AA^sts  west  •  ^        9    3    O 

The  Lords,  a  part  pf  aqother  close  ad«> 
ioyning  more  south :  by  the  wale  a(  Ffi^ild 
End  Bridge  south^  and  ||)e  Musts  w^st  -  3  9  Q 
T|ie  Lords,  certen  grounds  there  adioyn* 
^ingmore  west  called  tbe  Musis:  betwene 
Stangroun  groand  west ;  Bradby  ffen  north  ; 
the  three  former  groundes  east ;  and  Wittle- 
sea dike  south,  (t  h  devided  into  fourteen 
closes  :  whereof  four  lying  on  the  south  side 
are  called  Blea  Musts,  and  contain  -       73     0    0 

The  other  ten  are  called  Rough  Musts, 
and  contain  -  -  -     1 64     3  35 

Wittlesea  towne,  a  parcell  of  ifeild  comon 
more  to  the  north  east :  betwene  the  Leame 
Dortfa  and  the  ffeild  south  ;  Northea  gravell 
west ;  and  Stendhal  gravell  east  -      SO    .^    0 

The  same  to^ne,  another  parcell  of  ffeild 
comon  adioynin^  more  ^astt  betwene  Stone- 
halfeild  and  tbe  high  ^ound  south;  tbe 
Leame  norths  Stouehal  gravell  west ;  and 
4he  DeUdike  east         -  -  -      9$    S    0 


Tbe  Musts. 
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A  aeverall  taiement  and  holt  on  the  west 
of  Delfdike,  called  Gooeewiilowrow  :  com- 
passed with  the  foresaid  comon  on  every 
side  -  .  -  -   •     1     a  15 

Wittlesea,  a  pece  of  fFeild  comon  more 
east :  betwene  Dlelfdyke  west  and  theSnowt 
east;  the  Leaaie  north  ;  and  Basftenfaallea 
feild  south  *  -  -      43    0    O 

The  Lofds,  a  pece  adioyning  more  east^ 
called  Bassenhallea  Snout :  by  the  high 
ground  south  and  east^  and  the  Leame  north      d2    ft    0 

The  Lords,  a  great  severall  more  east, 
called  by  the  names  of  Feldale,  Horscroft^ 
and  Lipnea  Lowes :  betwene  the  feild  and 
feild  comon  on  the  west ;  Eastree  calcy  and 
feild  and  feild  comon  and  Lipnea  Hards 
aoath;  the  fFerydike  at  Prei^thouse  east; 
the  hards  of  Lipnea  holt  and  the  Leame 
north.  The  tenairts  have  within  this  peeoe 
£  acres         ....    6dO    0    0 

The  Lordes^a  pece  adioyning  more  north, 
being  parcell  of  Lipnea  holt :  betwene  the 
Hards  of  the  holt  south ;  the  Leame  north ; 
Horscroft  bank  west ;  and  a  broad  watering 
east  -  -  -  •        S     1     0 

The  Lords,  another  peece  more  east,  par- 
cell  of  the  said  holt :  hetwene  the  Hards 
south ;  the  Leame  north  ;  the  fferrydike 
east ;  and  the  said  broad  watering  west       -^00 

A  copyhold  tenement  and  yard  more  south 
called  Priests  house:  by  the  fFerryditch 
north  and  west :  cont.  8  acres,  whereof  in 
wet  ground  -  -  •         1     2    O 

The  Lords,  a  parcell  adioyning  more  south 
and  west :  by  the  comon  called  South  Pin- 
tles south  -  ^_  •        1    2  fiO 
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The  Lords,  a  parcell  more  west  in   the 

close  next  to  the  fTerry  house :  by  the  conioa 

east ;  and  their  owd  ground  south,  west,  and 

north  -  -  -  -         2     2    0 

Hei«oftlie  Wittleseatowoe,  a  great  comon  ffen,  cal- 

teiuntiare  al-   jej  gastree  ffen  :  by  south  lake  and  Eastree 

lowed  in  tCTC-  -^ 

nlty I823acres  lake  on  the  north  and  west:  Wittlesea  dike 

south ;    West   ffen   close    and   Dodington 

gronndes  east  ...  3656    O    0 

The  said  towne,  a  parcell  of  comon  ffen 
adioyning  more  east :  by  West  ffen  in  Dod- 
ington east;  butting  south  upon  West  fen 
close^  north  upon  the  Broads  in  Sternea  -  940  0  O 
WeitfenCloMy  Sir  Robert  Bevills  heire,  a  close  called 
inDoddiDgton.  ^^^^  Yen  close,  at  the  south  ende  of  the 
former:  by  Dodington  grounds  east  and 
south  -  -  -  -     108    O    O 

Hereof  the  te-      Wittlesea  towne,  a  great  comon  ffen  there 
toiradk^MT*-    ni^''®  ^^  the  south-west,  called  by  diverse 

^^^^^^    names  in  diverse   places:    viz.   Glasmore, 

dim.  Cnmiiora,  ^ 

Middiemore,     Middlemore,    Flegcrofts^    the    Brecks   and 

Brod^ Thick-    Thickfen.    It  lieth  betwene  Wittlesea  dike 

^^'  on  the  east  and  north ;  Dodington  grounds, 

the  river  Neame,  and  Ramsay  grounds  on 

the  south;    and    Delf  dike,  alias  Swoords 

delf^  on  the  west  or  south-west  -  10526    0    O 

Honea,in  A   severall  of  the  ferme  called  Horsea, 

Stangroand. 

more  west,  neare  to    the  fferm  house:   by 

the  comon  ffen  of  Ffasset  south ;  and  Wit- 
tlesea ground  east  and  Horsea  high  ground 
north  -  -  -  -       80    0     O 

The  same  fferme,  another  severall  at  the 

west  end  of  the  former ;  by  the  said  comon 

ffen    south,    and  the  river  Neane    up  to 

Horsea  bridge  west      -  -  -       14     1     O 

^tt/ *  "^  ^**"      A    severall   medow  piore    south    called 
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Milby:  by  the  river  Neane  north;  and  the 

said  coinon  fFen  of  Fasset  south  and  east    -       33     S    0 

Another  several!  medow  adio^ning  more 
west,  called  Newmedowe :  by  the  said 
comon  ffen  soath ;  and  the  river  north  and 
west  -  -  -  -       43     3    0 

A  parcell  of  comon  more  north  at  Horsy^ 
brig:  by  the  river  east;  the  roadway  at  the 
bridge  south;  and  the  high  ground  north 
and  west       -  -  -  -       1 1     0    0 

A  severall  there  more  south,  called  Great 
Laverock:  betwene  the  high  ground  west; 
the  river  south  and  east;  and  extending 
north  with  a  gory  point  to  Horsy  bridge     -       42     1  20 

A  severall  adioyning  more  west,  called 
Litle  Laverock  :  by  the  high  ground  in  part 
north  ;  and  the  river  south 

Fasset  towne,  a  parcell  of  comon  adioyn- 
ing more  west :  by  the  high  ground  north  and 
west;  the  river  and  some  severall  yards  of 
Ffasset  east  and  south 

The  same  towne,  another  narrow  comon 
more  south,  beyond  the  said  yards  :  betwene 
the  river  east,  and  high  ground  west;  the 
said  yards  norths  and  Pocket  Holme  south 

A  severall  close  called  Pocketholme  ad- 
ioyning more  south;  by  the  river  east,  and 
the  high  ground  west    -  -  -        6    3    0 

A  narrow  parcell  of  comon  adioyning 
there  more  to  the  south-west :  betwene  the 
river  on  the  south-east;  and  the  high 
ground  on  the  north-west  -.  it  extendeth 
westward  to  Yaxly  townes  end    -  -       15     0    0 

Yaxly  towne,  a  litle  triangled  comon  at 
tbe«townesend,  compassed  about  with  the 
lodes,  and  a  bridge  over  into  it  -         6     3    0 
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A  tenement  and  yard  there  adioyning 
more  west :  by  the  lode  falling  to  Trindle 
meare  on  the  south-west  *  -        4    8    0 

Twoe  severall  holtes  more  west,  about  the 
middle  of  the  next  ffen :  by  the  said  ffen 
east,  west^  and  south;  and  butting  north 
upon  the  yards  ends  :  that  on  the  east  con- 
tains -  «  -  -         1    O    4 

The  other  on  the  west  contains  -         1    £    0 

Five  small  severall  pightells  more  west  in 
the  next  ffen :  betweu  the  part  on  ditch 
east ;  the  ffen  south  and  west ;  and  the 
yards  and  high  grounds  north  ;  whereof  the 
first  being  on  the  east  contains  * 

The  second  more  west  contains 

The  third  more  west  contains 

The  fourth  more  west  contains 

The  fifth  by  the  ffen  west  contains 

Yaxly»  a  comon  ffen  adioyning  more 
south :  by  another  comon  ffen  east ;  the 
faigh  ground  west ;  and  Stilton  lode  in  part 
south  -  -  •  .    630    0    O 

A  several  triangle  close  at  the  south-west 
comer  of  the  former  ffen :  by  Mr.  Probyes 
ground  south  :  wherein  there  is  on  the  north 
part  in  wet  ground        -  •  -230 

And  in  the  south-west  comer  in  wet 
ground  -  -  -  *        0    ft    O 

The  parcel!  of  severall  meadow  ground 
adioyning  more  west,  by  the  high  grounds 
norths  west,  and  south  -  -        9     I  ftO 

Mr.  Proby,  a  severall  medow  adioyning 
more  south :  by  Stilton  ffen  in  part  souths 
butting  east  upon  Stilton  lode,  west  upon 
the  high  ground  -  -  -      19    ^    O 
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Twoe  other  short  and  ieverall  sev4ralls^ 
adioyning  more  south :  by  the  former  on  the        i     3  ^^ 
Dorth  side  and  at  the  west  end,  and  Stilton  )        vhb 
£Fen  od  the  south  side  ;  and  Slilton  lode  at  L  3  isthewcst 
the  east  end  ...  J 

Yaxly^  a  comon  fFen  theremore  east :  by  the 
former  comon  ifen  west ;  Stilton  lode  south ;    » 
Trindle  meare  and  Yaxlie  lode  east;  and 
the  yards  of  the  tenements  in  Yaxlye  north    630    0    0 

Twoe  severall  parcells  of  ground  IDore- 
north-east:  betwene  Trindle  meare  west  Md 
Wittlesea  meare  east ;  whereof  that  on  the 
west  contains  -  -  •>        5    O    0 

The  other  more  east  contains  -       15  ^  £0 

Yaxly,  another  comon  ffen  there  more 
north :  betwene  Trindle  meare  and  Y*axlie 
lode  west  and  Neane  east,  and  Wittlesea  *■ 

meare  south  ...    CiO    O    O 

A  severall  adioyning  at  the  north  comer  f» 

of  the  former,  at  Rokes  Home  :  by  the.  lode 
north  and  IS  eane  east  -  .      99^   'ft    9 

The  Countisse  of  Westmorland,  certen  Conqnert  Dike, 

severalls  there  more  east,  on  both  sides  of 
Conquest  dike:  by  Neane  north  and  west, 
and  Wittlesea  meare  in  part  south  -    479    0    0  ^'  ' ' 

Twoe  litle  severall  pightle  at  the  north  ^ 
point    of    the    former    ground,    at   Fasset/     ^  .  ^    -^ 
bridire:  by   Neane   west,  and  Fasset  flte TO  d  20  tonlh* 
north  and  east  -  .  .  / 

The  said  Countisse,  a  dose  at  the  south 
end  of  the  former  ground:  by  Wittlesea 
meare  south,  and  Fasset  ifen  north  -      72    2    0 

The  said  Countisse,  another  close  adioyn- 
ing more  east:  by  the  said  ffen  north  and 
east,  and  the  meare  north  -  -      85    It  90 

Fasset  Towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning  Faaictt. 
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Upper  Sleddet. 


more  uotth.  and  east:  bj'  the  meare  and 
yie  new  draine  south ;  Horaea  ground, 
Fa«4ft,  Mowffen*  and  Delfdike  north  and 
east  -  .  -  .  2050    o    O 

The  same  towne,  a  part  of  the  former  ffen 
more  south :  betwene  the  said  new  draine 
north  and  Smaldike  soulh;  beiug  cut  of 
from  the  former  hy  the  said  new  draine        -     138    O    O 

The  same  towne,  a  mowfTen  more  north : 
by  tlie  foroier  great  ffen  south  and  west; 
and  Delfdike  on  the  north-east    -  -    638     1     O 

A   teverall    fferme    more  souths  (within 
Raaty  bounds),  called  the  Upper  Steddes, 
'   ^  wiib 4 tenement  upon  it :  by  JDelfdike  east; 

Smaldike  north ;  and  Ramsy  ffen  west        -      MOO 
WiitWiiU>l»         Aoother  ieverall  fferme  there  adioyning 
moR  sooth,  with  a  tenement  upon  it,  called 
the  Neathersteds :  by  Delf  dike  east,  and 
i  Ramsy  ffen  south  and  west  -  -      66    O    O 

^•'^Hj" •         Raasea,  a  great  comon  ffen   there  ad- 

A.         ioynklgi  by  the  two  former  fermes  and  delf 

dike    east:     Neane    and    Ogmear    south; 

V^      NMne  and  the  severalls  called  Bagdole  and 

Dawntrewest;  and  Smaldike  north  -  3443    O    O 

i^ui% .  Certen  severalls  called  Bagdole  more  west, 

9l''  the  south-east  corner  of  Wittlesea 
meeie:  by  the  former  ffen  east;  Dawntree 
north;  and  Neane  south  and  west  -      84    O    0 

Dmntre.  Three  parcells  of  severall  there  adioyning 

more  norths  with  a  dwelling-house  called 
Dkwnfaw:  by  Wittlesea  meare  west;  the 
former  comon  ffen  east;  and  Smaldike 
north  -  -  -  -      75     1    0 

Mr.  Beale,  a  severall  more  north,  with  a 
itone  crosse  upon  it:  by  Smaldyke  south; 
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Fasset  ffen  east ;  and  the  meare  north  and 

west  -  -  •  -       U    0    0 

•  Holme    towne,    a    comon    fTen,    called  Holme  Fen. 

Holme  Fen  more  sonth  and  west :  by  Wit- 
tlesea  meare  north;  Neane  and  Ugmeare 
east;  Holm  Lodes  on  the  south  and  west    -  2517    2    0 

Another  comon  ffen  more  west  at  Holme 
townet  end :  betwene  Holme  Lode  and  the 
high  grounds  south ;  the  high  grounds  also 
west;  and  Cawketdike  in  part  north;  and 
Wittlesea  meare  east    -  .  .    472    2    0 

Certen  seYerall  pightles  at  the  north-west 
comer  of  the  former  ffen :  by  the  ffen 
south ;  butting  west  upon  the  high  ground. 
They  are  in  number  six,  whereof  the  first 
next  the  ffen  contains  - 

The  second  ... 

The  third 

The  fourth  .  •  - 

The  fifth  .... 

The  sixt,  next  Cawket  dike  north 

A  several!  adioyning  more  east :  by  Caw- 
ket dike  north  -  -  •         5     2  SO 

Another  adioyning  more  east :  by  the 
said  dike  north  -  -  -        7     1  20 

Another  adioyning  more  east:  by  the 
said  dike  north  -  -  -         8    2  20 

Another  adioyning  more  south :   by  the 
three  former  north,  and  the  ffen  south  -       30    2    0 

Another   adioyning  more   east:    by   the 

sudffen  south  and  east  -  -       15     1     0 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  north : 

^7  Cawket  dike  north ;  butting  east  upon 

tieffenn       -  -  -  -       18    3    0 

Stilton  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning  Stilton. 
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ComogtoD. 


Sautre. 


168     0    O 


63     1     0 


Walton » 


more  north  ;  by  Stilton  Lode  north ;  the 
high  grounds  west ;  Cawket  dike  souths  and 
Wittlesea  meare  east    -  -  -     472     2     O 

A  several  I  ffen  more  south,  called  Muoks  : 
betwene  Holme  lode  north ;  Hignie  grounds 
east;  and  Conington  grounds  south  and  west     277     0 

Sir  Thomas  Cotton,  certen  seveiall 
grounds  of  Conington  adioyning  more 
east:  by  Conington  lode  north;  ihe  high 
grounds  west ;  and  a  drove  waie  in  bis  own 
ground  south  ^  .  * 

Idem,  other  grounds  adioyning  more 
south:  by  another  drove  in  his  own  ground 
souths  and  the  high  ground  west 

Idem,  olher  grounds  adioyning  more 
south  1  by  the  high  grounds  and  Munks 
lodes  end  south  -  •  -       32     £ 

IdeiQ^  other  ground  more  south  :  by  the 
high  grounds  north  and  west;  and  Sautre 
Fen  south    -  -  -  -     U6    0 

Idem  J  a  ffen  adioyning  more  east :  by  all 
his  former  grounds  west;  Munks  norths  and 
Hignoe  grounds  east    -  -  -     435     2 

Sautrie  towne,  a  comon  ffen  adioyning 
more  south:  betwene  Hignie  and  Walton 
grounds  east ;  the  high  groundes  west  and 
in  part  south 

A  three  cornered  severall  of  Sautree  ad- 
ioyning more  south :  by  the  high  grounds 
aouth  and  west  •  -  , 

Another  severall  of  Sautree  adioyning 
more  east:  by  the  former  ffeon  north  and 
west;  the  high  ground  south;  and  Uignee 
lodes  end  east  -  -  -      62 

Mr*  Marshall,  a  severall  of  Walton  more 
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to  the  south-east:  betirenethe  btghgfoan^s 

west^  Boutb^  and  east   «  •  -      56     1   ^ 

Idem^  another  sererall  of  Walton  adioyn- 
ing  more  north :  by  Sautfee  Sen  west ;  and 
Hignie  gtmtnds  north,  and  in  part  east       -      89    ft    0 

Hignie  ffernie,  a  fen  imbanked  adtoyning  HifnW, 

more  north:  betwene  Hignie  house  and 
high  ground  east  and  part  south,  and  Hignie 
lode  west     ...  *     199    0    o 

The  same  fferme,  other  sereralls  adioyn- 
ing  more  north;  betwene  the  lode  next 
Munkes  on  the  west,  and  the  lode  next 
Ramsy  ffen  east;  and  Holme  lode  north     -    SQO    0    0 

The  same  fferme,  other  sereraHs  adtoyning 
more  south :  betwene  the  high  ground  west, 
and  the  lode  next  to  Ramsy  ground  east  70     1     0 

He  same  fferme,  an  aldercar  adtoyning 
more  south :  by  the  high  ground  south  and 
west;  and  Ramsy  ground  east    -^  '^      80     1    0 

The  same  fferme,  a  litle  severall  more 
south,  at  the  comer  of  the  Hards  :  by  the 
Hards  north  and  west;  and  Ramsy  ffen 
south  and  east  -  -  *        3    2    0 

Ramsy,  a  comon  ffen  (bemg  a  turfen)  ad-  lUnw}-*. 

'ojrning  more  east  t  by  Hignie  grounds  west ; 
the  high  grounds  south;  and  Brickmeare 
Neane  and  Ugmeare  north  •  -  1402    0    0 

A  litle  several!  at  the  south  end  of  the 
'ormer :  by  the  ffen  sooth  and  east;  and  the 
*^'gh  ground  north  and  west         -  -        8     1  20 

Ramsy,  another  comon  turffen  more 
^^8t:  by  the  former  turffen  west;  and  the 
^igh  grounds  south  and  east        *  -    89a    £  20 

A  litle  sererall  at  the  south-east  corner  of 
^e  former;  by  the  high  ground  east,  west, 
^<^d  south     -  -  «  -920 
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Ramsy,  anolher  coinon  ffen  more  aorth: 
by  the  two  former  lurffennes  on  ibe  south 
aad  west;  and  exteods  eastward  neare  to 
Ramsy  towne,  betweoe  the  high  ground 
£Oulh  and  a  lode  north  -  •  I 

The  same  towne,  auother  comon  ffeu  ad* 
ioyning  more  north  i  by  Ugmeare  and  the 
turflen  west;  the  same  meare  and  Neane 
north;  and  Billode  east  -  -  H 

The  same  towne,  another  comon  ffen  three 
square  ad  ioyning  more  east :  by  Ramsy  lode 
east ;  Neane  and  Newdike  Docth ;  and  Bil- 
lode on  the  south-west 

The  same  towoe,  aDolher  comon  ffeu  ad- 
ioyning  more  north ;  by  Neaae  north  and 
west;  and  Ramsy  lode  east 
Siockjifc  The  same  towne,  another  comon  flFen  more 

south,  called  Slockin :  by  Ramsy  lode  west; 
the  inclosures  and  high  grounds  south  and 
east ;  great  Ray  hill  hi  part  north  *     ^ 

A  small  aeverall  more  east :  by  the  former 
ffen  westj  and  the  high  ground  east;  and 
the  inclosed  grounds  north  and  south 

Another  severall  adioyning  more  north 
inclosed  ^  by  the  ffeu  west ;  and  the  inclosed 
high  grounds  north  and  east 

Ramsy,  other  comon  ifen  ground  more 
north  at  Rayhilk  :  by  Stock  in,  Ray  hills  and 
other  ground  south;  Ramsy  lode  west; 
Neane  north ;  Bodsy  hards  and  Bodsy  lode 
easte  -  _  _  - 

WiggUimcira.  The  same  towne^  a  comon  ffen  called 
WiggLomore,  adioyning  more  east :  by 
Neane  and  Ramsy  meare  north ;  the  high 
grounds  south;  and  Bodsy  lode  westj  with 
a  gorie  point  at  the  east  end        -  »    107 
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The  same  townc,  a  comon  ffen  more  north  : 
hy  Neatie  south;  the  Delfdike  west;  Wit* 
tle:sea  Sen  and  Beau  perl  a  k^'  north;  and 
Ramsj  oieare  east        -  -  * 

Twoe  severalls  lying  together  more  east: 
betwene  Neane  south,  and  Witllesea  ffennes 
cast,  wesl,  and  north  ;  whereof  that  on  the 
west  *.  -  «  * 

The  other  more  east  ^ 

Three  other  severalls  there  more  south  ;  by 
Neaoe  north  and  west :  Ramsy  meare  south  ; 
and  Ramsy  ffenn  east ;  whereof  the  first, 
with  a  bank  and  broad  ditch  next  the  flFen 

The  middlemost 

The  outmost  westward :  by  the  meare 
south  ;  with  a  tenement  upon  it 

Ramsy,  a  part  of  a  comon  fTen   called 

ipginmore,  more  sooth :  by  Ramsy  meare 
orlh  ;  the  high  grounds  west  \  Warkerklode 
cast ;  and  Ramsy  Parke  north     - 

Sir  Oliver  Crumwelli  a  severall  there  ad- 
ioyn in g,  called  Abbot's  Pingle:  by  the  said 
lode  west  J  the  comon  ffenn  north  and  east  5 
and  the  parke  south     -  -  - 

Idem,  the  wet  ground  within  his  parke 
adioyning  more  south ;  by  the  comon  ffen 
on  the  east,  anil  in  part  south;  and  the 
high  grounds  within  the  parke  on  the  north 
and  west,  and  in  part  likewise  south 

Diverse  severalls    more   south ;    betwene 

ibe  park  lane,  in  part  north :  Ramsy  lodes 

00  the  west    and  south :    and  the  comon 

'en  east        -  -  -  - 

A   ffen  there   more  south,  called    Bery 

owffen :  betwene  the  comon  ften  of  Ramsy 


2ao 


APF£NDrX« 


«ast  and  loutb  ',  high  Norlhea  aod  Lbe  lode 

west  *  •  -  '     ISS     5     O 

Ratnsj,  a  lilie  ffea  more  west,  called  high 
High  NorUiet.   Northea,  a  tiiaogled  groiiad  -  by  the  fortuer 

east;  and  the  lodes  north  aod  south-west  -       33     0    O 

The  same  towne,  a  comoa  ffeo  atlioyniog 
mote  south:    by  Berry    mowffen  aforesaid 
_  east;   a  Htle  several!  south;    and  the  high 

ground  west  *  -  -       43     S     O 

A  narrow  severall  adioyning  more  south  : 
by  the  comoo  ffen  south  >  butting  east  upon 
the  said  comon  Sen;  west  upon  the  high 
ground  -  -  -  -SOU 

A  litle  parcell  of  several]  there  more 
north:  betweoe  the  former  ffen  north  and 
east ;  and  the  high  ground  south  and  west  o     3     O 

Ramsy,  a  parcell  of  comoo  more  north: 
betwene  the  comon  ffen  aforesaid  south  and 
east;  and  the  high  grounds  west  -       18     1     0 

A  severall  inclosed  there  more  north  :  by 
the  former  south  and  west;  the  lode  against 
High  Northea  east       -  •  -         4     2     0 

A  severall  adioyning  at  the  north-west 
corner  of  the  former:  by  the  lode  westj 
and  the  load  north        -  -  -         3     1     0 

Another  severall  pightle  adioyning  more 
south:  by  the  said  lode  west;  and  a  tri- 
angled  pightle  south     -  -  -         3     0    0 

Another  severall  pightle  adioyning  more 
east :  by  the  said  triangle  pightle  west  >  and 
a  pightle  of  high  ground  east      -  -        3    0  ^O 

Two  severalls  about  a  mile  farther  south* 
ward,  in  Ihe  comon  ffen  of  Ramsy:  lying 
together  betwene  the  said  ffen  on  the  north, 
east  I  and  souths  and  the  high  ground  west         fiS     1 
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Ramsye  and  Warboyse  and  the  Soken  of 
Somersham,  a  great  continent  of  ffenground 
undivided:  it  extends  north  to  the  river  of 
Neane;  somewhat  narrow  betwene  Ramsy 
meare  west  and  Dodington  ffen,  called  Pul- 
verson  east;  tb«n  spreading  wider  eastward 
to  Saint  Ben  nets  Crosse,  betwene  the  West- 
water  from  that  Crosse  to  Craftycote  on  the 
east;  the  bank  from  Craftycote  to  the  ground, 
and  the  high  ground  of  the  Soken  on  the 
south  ;  the  grounds  of  Warboyse  and  Ram- 
&y  up  to  Ramsy  meare  west        -  -  10700    0     0 

A  several  I  of  the  fFerme  called  Rowea  in 
Fenton^  at  the  side  of  the  former  great  fenn  t 
betwene  the  tenement  and  high  ground  of 
that  fTerose  on  the  sonlh,  and  the  former 
great  fTeo  on  the  east  and  north  and  in  part 
west  •  -  ^  -      43    0    0 

A  parcell  of  comon  adioyning  more  west 
in  Fentott  :  betwene  twoe  calcies  leading 
from  the  high  ground  to  the  said  fferme  on 
the  north  and  south  and  in  part  east ;  and 
the  high  ground  of  Fen  ton  west  -      77     0    0 

The  Soken  of  Somersham,  a  comon  ffeo 
more  south :  betwene  Craftycote  bank  north  : 
Somersbam  ffeilds  west;  Somersbam  lode 
south ;  and  the  Westwater  east  -     750    0    0 

The  Soken,  another  comon  ifen  adioyning 
more  sootli:  by  the  said  lode  north;  the  Soken 
high  grounds  west ;  the  new  river  south,  and 
the  Westwater  east       -  -  .     774    0    0 

A  severall  close  in  the  middest  of  this 
ffen,  called  Come  Homes,  compassed  round 
€ibout  with  the  comon  ffea  -  -      06    0    0 

The  Sokco^  another  parcell  of  comon  ffen 


bois,  the  So- 
ken SaDier« 
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beyood  the  newe  river;  betwene  the  said 
river  north;  the  Calcy,  from  Erilh  bridge 
to  the  Dew  fence  west;  and  the  Westwater 

OQ  the  south  and  east    -  -  -       80    0    0 

Waterbcmcli*  Watefbeach,  in  Cambridgeshire,  a  eomoQ 

ffeo  :  by  the  river  of  Grant  east ;  a  tcQement 
by  the  water  side,  called  the  Brewhouae, 
south;  the  high  ground  west;  and  the  Joist 
ifen  north     -  -  -  -    466    0     ( 

The  same  to  woe,  a  large  ffen  adioj^ning 
more  noilh,  called  the  Joist  ffen  :  by  Slrett- 
hain  grounds  north;  and  the  river,  and 
Wickin  grounds  east   -  -  -  2211     0 

The  same  towne,  a  mowffen  adioyning 
more  west:  by  Cottenbam  lode  west;  and 
Chittering  ditch  north  *  -     400 

Item,  other  wet  groundes  in  the  severalls 
more  south   -  -  -  -     147 

Item,  other  wet  ground  adioyningi  in  a 
com  on  more  south        -  _  -     150 

Blailffcn*  A  large  ffen  within  the  Isle  of  Ely,  called 

Biallffeo  (wherin  Wiicbmam  and  Covenie 
and  other  towncs  doe  intercom') :  it  lieth 
betweoe  Oxwillowlode  on  the  east ;  Manea 
and  Dodington  grounds  north ;  Chartresse 
grounds,  and  With  am  mede  land  and  Me- 
pale  gal  fen  on  the  west  5  Covenie  lode,  and 
Covenie  dames  south*  It  is  nowe  devided 
by  the  new  river  into  two  parts;  whereof 
that  on  the  south  side  contains    -  -  2300 

The  other  on  the  north  side  contains       -  2885 
Wluwoitb.  Win  worth   towne    hath   a    com  on    ffen, 

called  the  Staple :  lying  hetwene  Sutton 
ffenn  ground  west;  the  high  ground  north 
and  east;  and  Haddenham  small  ffen  south      54    0 


0 
0 
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Sum  totall  of  these  former 
leaves  is  ...  311871     1  SO 

Item  -  -  -        797    0    0 


Total    -  -  S12668     1  SO 


Truly  snrveied  by  me,  William  Hay  ward:   as  I  am 
ready  to  testify  upon  oath. 


14  June,  1636. 

This  booke  was  delivered  in  upon  oathe  unto  us  the 
dftye  and  yeare  above  written,  by  William  Hay  ward, 
Esq.  Surveyor,  conteyning  a  Survey  made  by  him  of 
tbe  ffennes  and  surrounded  grounds*  called  the  Greate 
Levell,  lying  within  the  Counties  of  Lincoln,  North'ton, 
Camb',  Hunt*,  Norff',  Suff*,  and  the  Isle  of  Elye,  and 
is  donne  in  pursuance  of  the  Lawe  of  Sewers,  called 
IdQDe  Lawe,  bearing  date  the  ISth  daye  of  Januarye, 
■Aa*  6to.  Carol.  Regis. 

Ol.  St.  John 
Rob.  St.  John 
Ben.  St.  John 
Hamon  lb  Strange 
Robert  Bell 
Thomas  Deruam 
Mtles  Sandys 
Robert  Peyton. 
'I'albot  Pepys 

^ARCK   BuCKWORTH. 
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A  TABLK  OF  THE  TOWNES  FORMERLY' MEN- 
TIONED IN  THE  BOOKE,  AND  OF  SOME 
OTHER  CHIEF  FFENNES. 
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Page 
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No.  XVI. 

AN  EXEMPLIFICATION 


OF  THE 


ST.  IVES  LAW  OF  SEWERS. 


Under  thjs  Great  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England, 
bearing  Date  at  Westmifister  the  ISih  of  March  1658  : 
Which  said  Law  of  Sewen  was  made  at  St.  Ives  in  the 
Count  1/  of  Huntingdon,  the  I2th  of  October,  in  the  ISth 
of  Charles  the  First,  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1637. 


RICHARD,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  England,  Scotland  andlreland^'and  the  Do- 
minions and  Territories  thereunto  belonging :  To 
all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  eome  greeting. 
We  have  viewed  certain  Laws,- Ordinances  and 
Decrees  of  Sewers  made  and  established  at  Si. 
Ives  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon,  the  twelfth 
Day  of  October,  in  the  thirteenth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  Charles,  late  King  of  England,  remaining, 
of  Record  in  the  Files  of  our  Chancery  in  these 
Wordfi. 

AT  A  SESSIONS  of  Sewers  at  St.  Ives  in  the  County  of 
Huntingdon,  the  twelfth  Day  of  October  in  the  thir- 
teenth Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Charles, 


APPKNDIK. 

by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and 
Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Stc.  and  from 
thence  adjourned  to  Huntingdon  in  the  County  afore* 
said,  and  there  cootinued  until  the  seven  and  twentieth 
Day  of  October  next  following,  totiching  the  Fens, 
low  and  late  surrounded  Grounds  of  the  great  Level 
in  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Lincoln,  Norfolk, 
Suflfolk,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon  and  the  kle  of  Ely 
within  the  Limits  of  this  Coniinission,  holden  before 
Sir  Rowland  Saint  John,  Knight  of  the  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  Sir  Beaucbanip  Saint  John,  Sir 
Robert  Bell,  Sir  Miles  Sandys  junior,  Ktiights,  Thomas 
Dereham,  George  Glaptborn,  Evcrard  Buckworth, 
H  umbers  tone  March,  William  Fislier,  Esquires,  and 
William  Hay  ward,  Gentleman,  Commissioners  of 
Sewers,  then  and  there  assembled  by  Authority  of  his 
liighness's  Coin  mi siS ion  of  Sewers  to  them  and  others 
directed,  it  is  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed 
as  folio welh. 
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Whereas  at  a  General  Session  of  Sewers  at  King's 
Xiyon  lo  the  County  of  Norfolk,  holden  the  thirteenth 
day  of  January  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  Majesty^s  reign 
ihat  now  is,  in  the  presence  of  the  Right  Honourable 
rraocis  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  before  Sir  Robert  Heath, 
Knight,  then  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General,  Sir  Miles 
Sandys,  Knight  and  Baronet^  Sir  John  Carleton,  Baronet, 
Sir  Robert  Bevil,  Knight  of  the  Honourable  Order  of  the 
Bath,  Sir  John  Peyton,  Sir  John  Cutts,  Sir  John  Hare, 
Sir  John  Foley,  Sir  Robert  Bell,  and  Sir  Thomas  Uere* 
ham,  Knights,  and  others  to  the  number  of  forty  and  one 
Commissioners  of  Sewers  then  and  there  assembled  for 
and  concerning  the  work  of  draining  the  great  level  of 
the  fens,  low  and  then  surrounded  grounds  in  the  counties 
of  Northmapton,  Lincoln,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge, 
Huntingdon  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  they  the  said  Commis- 
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Law. 
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siotiera  and  the  county  became  hntnble  sottors  to  the  said 
Earl  of  Bedford,  that  his  Lordship  would  be  the  under- 
taker thereof,  unto  which  motion  his  Lordship  yielded, 
and  did  agree  to  undertake  the  said  work,  whereupon  by 
a  law  of  Sewers  made  at  the  said  Sessions,  it  was  (amongst 
other  things)  then  ordered  and  decreed  that  the  said  Earl 
should  have  ninety-five  thousand  acres  of  the  said 
grounds,  to  be  indifterently  assigned  and  set  out  unto 
him  the  said  Earl,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  the  several 
sorts  and  cjualilies  of  the  said  ground Sj  according  to  their 
several  natures  and  goodness,  by  six  Commtssioners, 
whereof  three  to  be  of  the  Quorum,  for  his  Lordship's 
recom pence  in  performing  the  said  workj  and  forty  thou- 
sand acres,  parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres, 
to  he  by  the  said  Commissioners,  assigned  and  set  out  to 
be  liable  to  the  maintainance  and  continuance  of  the 
said  work  of  drainhig  for  ever. 

And  it  was  then  and  there  farther  ordered,  enacted, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  That  the  new  rivers,  cuts  and 
drains  to  be  made  by  the  said  Earl  and  his  assigns,  and 
the  banks  thereof,  and  the  forelands  on  the  inside  of  the 
banks,  not  exceeding  fifty  or  threescore  foot  at  the  most 
in  breadth,  should  belong  and  be  utito  the  said  Earl,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  in  respect  he  and  they  are  to  maintain 
the  same,  as  by  the  said  law  or  act  of  Sewers  more  at 
large  appeareth,  unto  the  which  law  or  act  of  Sewers  bfs 
Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to  give  his  royal 
assent. 

And  whereas  after  the  said  work  of  draining  at  and  by 
the  great  cost,  charges  and  expences  of  the  said  Earl 
well  and  sufficiently  performed,  according  to  the  true 
intent  of  the  said  law  or  act  of  Sewers  made  at  King's 
Lynn  aforesaid,  another  general  Session  of  Sewers  was 
holden  at  Peterborough,  in  the  said  county  of  Norlhamp* 
ton,  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his 
said  Majesty'!  reign,  and  from  thence  adjoamed  to  S^ 
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I Tef,  in  iBe  taid  county  of  Huntingdon,  the  aeven^anS 
twentieth  day  of  the  said  month  of  June,  and  from  thence 

^likewise  adjourned  to  and  continued  at  Wisbech,  in  the 

I  Isle  of  Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge  aforesaid,  until  the 

[eleventh  day  of  August  then  next  ensuing,  at  which 
S^ession  at  Peterborough,  liolden  before  the  Ri^ht  Ho* 

t>fioarable  Henry  Earl  of  Holland,  one  of  his  said  Ma- 
esiy's    most   Honourable    Privy  Council,  Oliver  Lord 

^Saint  John,  Sir  Rowland  Saint  John,  Knight  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Order  of  the  Bath,  Sir  Beauchamp  Saint  John, 
Jir  Hamond  Le  Strange,  Sir  Robert  Bell,  Sir  Thomas 
)erehain.  Sir  John  Hare,  Sir  Miles  Sandys  junior,  and 

(others  to  the  number  of  twenty-three  Commissioners  of 

Sewers,  they  the  said  Commissioners,  did  order,  decree 

ind  adjudge  the  great  level  of  the  said  fens,  low  and  late 

fsurrounded  grounds  within   the  said   counties  of  Nor- 

[ihampton,  Lincoln,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge,  Hunt- 
igdoo,  and   the  Isle  of  Ely,  drained  according  to  the 

[purport  and  intent  of  the  said  act  and  law  of  Sewers  made 

It  King's  Lynn  aforesaid,   and  therefore  it  was  thought 

it  and  so  ordained  and  enacted  at  the  Session  holden  at 

■^eterboraugh  aforesaid.  That  divers  of  the  Commissioners 

leu  Qomioated   by  the  court,  and  such  other  of  the 

iiHttissioners  as  should   think  fit  to  be  present,  or  any 

:  Of  more  of  them,  should,  with  all  convenient  speedy 

riew  the  fens  and  late  surrounded  grounds  within  the 

laid  level,  and  set  out,  to  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford  and 

lis  heirs,  the  qirantity  of  ninety-five  thousand  acres  of 

'the  same,  in  recom pence  of  and  for  the  draining  thereof, 
with   indifterency,    according    to    their  judgments   and 

I  discretions,  in  such  wise  as  by  the  said  law  of  Sewers, 
fiiade  at  King's  Lynn  aforesaid,  is  enacted  and  decreed* 
And  accordingly  at  the  said  Sessions  of  Sewers,  so  by 
adjournment  from  Peterborough  to  St*  Ives,  and  from  St. 
Jves  to  Wtsbich,  holden  and  continued  at  Wisbich 
aforesaid,  before  a  competent  number  of  the  said  Com* 
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missiooers,  nnmely  ;  the  said  Sir  Rowland  Saint  John^ 
Sir  Beauchanip  Saint  John^  Sir  Hamond  Le  Strange,  Sir 
Robert  Bell,  Sir  Miles  Sandys  junior,  and  others  to  the 
number  of  twelve  of  the  said  Commissioners,  having, 
during  the  lime  of  that  Session,  personally  perambulated 
and  viewed  the  said  fenny,  low  and  lale  surrounded 
grounds,  and  thereby  informed  themselves  of  the  several 
sorts  and  qualities  of  the  said  grounds  and  of  their  several 
natures  and  goodness,  and  of  the  benefit  redounding 
to  the  several  landowners  by  means  of  the  works  of 
draining  done  by  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  since  the  time 
of  his  undertaking  to  drain  the  said  fenny  and  low 
grounds  ;  in  which  their  perambulation  and  view  as 
aforesaid,  they  the  said  Commissioneri  were  assisted  by 
Sir  Charles  Harbord,  Knight,  his  Majesty's  Surveyor 
General,  who  by  his  Majesty's  letters  under  his  royal 
hand  and  signet  was  especially  recommended  to  that 
service,  they  the  said  Commissioners,  in  pursuance  and 
confirmation  ol  the  said  decree  and  judgment  made  and 
given  at  the  said  Session  of  Sewers  holden  at  Peterborough 
as  aforesaid,  did,  at  the  said  Session  holden  by  adjourn- 
ment at  Wisbich,  as  aforesaid,  decree,  enact,  adjudge 
and  declare,  That  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford  had,  at  his 
cost  and  charges,  and  with  the  expence  of  great  sums  of 
money,  drained  the  said  fenny  and  low  grounds  according 
to  the  true  intent  of  the  law  of  Sewers  made  at  King'a 
Lynn  aforesaid,  and  with  advice  of  the  said  Sir  Charles 
Harboid,  did  allot  and  set  out  to  the  said  Earl  ninety-five 
thousand  acres  of  the  said  fenny,  low  and  late  surrounded 
grounds  lying  and  being  in  the  said  several  counties  of 
Northampton,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge, 
Huntingdon,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  within  the  limits  of  tlie 
said  several  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  out  of  the  several 
and  respective  lordships,  manors,  towns,  parishes,  pre- 
cincts, fens,  and  places  of  the  said  great  level,  in  sucli 
sort  and  manner  as  in  and  by  a  law^  act  and  decree  of 
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Sewers  aiade  at  the  said   Session  of  Sewers  held   by  ad- 
journ oven  t    at    Wisbich    aforesaid    doth    more   at    larj^e 
ippear.      And  it  was  further,  at  the  said  Session  holdea 
[by  adjournment  at  Wisbich  aforesaid,  ordered,  enacted, 
Ifidjudged  and  decreed,   That   the  said   Earl  of  Bedford 
Ubould  have,  bold  and  enjoy  the  said  ninety-five  thousand 
acres  of  ihe  said  fenny  and  low  grounds  to  him  ihe  said 
l£arl^  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  freed  and  discharged 
|of  and   from  all  rights  nod  title  of  common,  charges, 
|demands^  and  incumbrances  vvhalsoever. 

And  it  wa5  then  and  there  by  the  said  Commissioners  Same  to  K* 
further  ordered,  enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed,  That  the  lit^r  the  ^Urcc- 
|«aid  Sir  Charles  Harbord,  or  such  other  person  or  persons   c^arks^Hnr- 

he  the  said  Sir  Charles  Harbord  should  thereunto  burd. 
[appoint,  should  survey  and  measure  out  the  said  ninety- 
Ifive  thousand  acres  so  decreed  unio  the  said   Earl  of 
i Bedford,  and  should  by  lock-spitUng,  making  of  small 
Urencbes  or  cuts  or  otherwise,  sever  or  set  out  the  said 
ItiiQety^five  thousand  acres  from  the  several  and  respective 
lands  and  commons  whereby  the  same  might  be  fully 
kaown  and  distinguished,  and  whereby  the  said  Earl  and 
ills  assigns  might  be  enabled  by  partition  dikes  to  sever 
|ftnd  divide  the  several  pieces  and  proportions  of  grounds 
fo  to  be  set  out  from  the  said  lands  and  commons,  and  to 
pold  and  enjoy  the  same  according  to  the  true  meaning 
the  said  act  made  at  Wisbich  aforesaid. 
-And*  it  was  lastly  by  the  said  Commissioners  agreed 
knd  declared,  Tliat  so  soon  as  the  several  proportions  and 
reels  of  ground  before  in  the  said  act  mentioned  should 
fully  measured  and  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the 
(iJommons  and  severals,  by  the  said  Sir  Charles  Harbord 
or  such  persons  as  he  should  nominate,  that  then  perftct 
schedules  should  be  thereof  made  by  him  or  them  accord- 
ingly.   And  that  thereupon  the  said  Commissioners  would 
make  such  further  act  or  acts  as  should  be  meet  for  the 
iufther  aiisuriug  and  settling  thereof,  and  every  part  and 
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pEircel   thercuC  to  aytl  upon  ihe  said   Earl,  his  heirs  ai:idj 
assigns^  atid  for  the  local  assigaation  aod  settlJQg  of  fortj 
thousand  acres  thereof,  to  be  set  out  by  the  said  Com« 
uiissioners  foi  the  pt^rpetual  oiainteDance  of  the  said  work 
of  draioing  in  such  wise  as  by  the  said  act  of  Sewc 
made  at  King's  Lynn  aforesaid  is  provided^  ordered  and 
agreed^  as  by  the  said  act  and  law  of  Sewers  made  at  tb< 
said  Session  of  Sewers  holden  by  adjournment  at  Wia^i 
bich  as  aforesaid  more  at  large  a[>peareth. 
Sinei!  s&ld  Sea-       And   whereas   si  thence   the   said  Sessions   of  Sewe 
tTpiaSy"   l^"'^^^  »^  VVisbich  aforesaid  several  petilions  of  com- 
pciitiofl  were       pjamts  werc  presented  to  his  Majesty,  thereby  pretending 
Majesty agaiost  that  the  said  great  level  of  the  said  fens,  low  and  lata 
ccrcei!  ail  to      sorrouoded  grounds,  was  not  drained  according  to  the  tru« 
intent  of  the  said  law  made  at  King's  Lynn  aforesaidJ 
and  that  the  petitioners  received  much  prejudice  by  th^ 
inequality  of  aHotments  contained  in  the  said  law  aoil 
decree  made  at  Wisbich  as  aforesaid^    Ihe  which  com* 
plaints  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  refer  to  th« 
PctitloM  bciird  consideration  of  his  Higlmess's  most  Uonourable  Privj 
(^^g2^  Council  to  be  heard  and  determined  according  to  justice^ 

and  thereupon  at  his  Majesty's  Court  at  Greenwich, 
ninth  day  of  July  last  past,  the  said  several  petitions 
complaints  being  read  at  the  Council  Table  (bis  Maj 
then  present)  and  considered  of  and  debated  in  the  pre* J 
sence  of  many  of  the  parties,  and  of  the  said  Sir  Charles] 
Harbordj  his  Majesty  did  declare  his  royal  pleasure  to  be,^ 
that  the  said  decrees  whereby  the  said  fens  are  adjud 
drained  should  by  no  ways  be  impeached  as  to  the  judg^l 
ment  of  draining,  bat  that  the  petitions  and  com  plaints  ] 
concerning  the  inequality  of  allotments  by  the  decree  of  1 
Wisbich,  especially  of  the  church  of  Ely  and  the  land  ofj 
the  colleges  ia  Cambridge^  should  be  referred  to  th« 
Commissioners  who  made  that  decree,  and  to  his  Ma^] 

Ljesty*s  said  Surveyor  General,  to  be  ordered  and  esta* 
blished  by  them  oi  such  of  them  as  should  be  present  ^ 
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5e  Inen  next  iTxrellng,   ns  llicy  sluuild  ibtiik  reasonable. 

Lud   that  the  seitiog-ouL  and  allotmeDt  of  the  drainers 
arts  should  proceed  speedily  and  effectually  without  iti- 
rupiion  by  the  said  complainants  or  any  olher,  as  bj 
act  of  state,  bearing  date  the  said  nioth  day  of  Jtily 

iippcareth. 
And  whereas  the  Commissioners  first  abovenamed  now 
Bsembled  at  this  present  Sessions  of  Sewers  having  been 
herein  assisted  by  the  said  Sir  Charles  Harbord,  his 
lajesty'a  said  Surveyor  General,  have,  according  to  his 
lajeaty's  gracious  direction  in  the  said  act  of  state  men- 

^ned^  taken  into  their  serious  considerations  as  well  the 
Ud  petitions  of  complaint  presented  to  his  Majesty,  and 

by  the  said  act  of  state  referred  unto  them  as  aforesaid, 
also  divers  other  petitions  of  the  like  nature  exhibited 
ito  them,  the  said  Commissioners  upon  full  and  mature 
earing,  examination  and  debate  of  all  and  singular  the 
natters  complained  of  in  and  by  the  said  petitioners,  they 
be  said  Commissioners  have  discovered  sundry  errors  and 
aeqoalittes  in  the  said  allotment  or  setting  forth  of  the 
id  ninety- five  thousand  acres,  contained  in  the  said  act 
ad  decree  made  by  adjournment  at  Wisbicb  as  aforesaid, 
by  reason  of  some  mistakes  in  a  survey  before  that  time 
aade  of  the  said  great  level.     And   therefore  they  the 

[^id  Commissioners,  by  the  special  advice  and  assistance 

I  of  the  said  Sir  Charles  Harbord,  have  to  the  utmost  of 
their  judgment  and  discretions  according  to  equity  and 
justice  altered,  rectified  and  reformed  the  said  allotment 
or  setting  forth  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres 
contained  in  the  said  law  or  decree  made  at  Wisbich  as 
aforesaid,  and  all  and  every  such  errors  and  inequalities 
*s  by  any  way  or  means  they  could  find  out  or  discover 
to  be  in  the  same ;  and  tbey  the  said  Commissioners, 
^ith  the  advice  and  assistance  aforesaid,  have  made  and 
f«rfecied  and  do  hereby  decree  and  ordain  a  just  and 
€(jual  allotment  of  ninety-five  thousand  acres  of  fenny, 

K  2 
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low  and  lale  surrounded  grounds,  parcel  of  the  said  gre__ 
level,  lo  be  hereby  assured  and  decreed  to  ihe  said  Earl 
of  Bedford,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  according  to 
the  tenor  and  true  intent  of  the  said  law  or  act  of  Sewers 
made  at  King's  Lynn  aforesaid,  the  which  said  allotmeai 
or  setting  forth  of  the  said  ninety- five  thousand  acres  is 
particularly  declared  and  contained  in  twenty -six  sche- 
dules hereunto  annexed. 

Now  the  said  Couimissioneraj  having  an  especial 
regard  and  consideration  of  and  to  all  and  singular  the 
aforesaid  premisses,  do  hereby  adjudge,  decree  and  declare 
that  the  Earl  of  Bed  ford  at  his  own  great  cost  and  expenctf 
both  well  and  sufficiently  drained  all  the  said  fenny,  loir 
and  lale  surrounded  grounds  of  the  said  great  level  lyinjf 
in  tlie  said  several  counties  of  Northampton,  Lincoln^ 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  and  the  Isle 
of  Ely,  according  to  the  true  tenor  and  true  in  lent  of  the 
said  act  or  law  of  sewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  aforesaid; 

And  the  said  Commissioners  do  hereby  further  enact^ 
ordain,  adjudge  and  decree  unto  the  said  Francis  Earl  of 
Bedford,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  all  and  singular 
tlie  lands  and  grounds,  and  all  and  every  the  parts  and 
parcels  and  proportions  of  lands,  fens  and  grounds  of^ 
what  nature  soever  I  hey  or  any  of  them  be,  with  their  and 
every  of  their  appurtenances  set  forth^  declared  and  con- 
tained in  the  said  twenty-six  schedules  hereunto  an- 
nexed, amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  said  full  proportion 
and  quantity  of  ninety-five  thousand  acres  of  the  said 
fenny,  low  and  late  surrounded  grounds  of  the  said  great 
leveL  And  all  and  every  the  waler*courses,  rivers,  drains, 
wear-dikes,  forelands  not  exceeding  sixty  foot  in  breadth, 
banks,  sluices,  and  works  of  draining  within,  or  upon,  the 
said  great  level,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  the  said  Earl  or 
his  assigns  made  and  erected.  And  all  and  singular  the 
fishings  in  the  said  water-courses,  rivers,  drains,  wear- 
dikes  and  every  of  them,  and  the  soil,  ground  and  inhe- 
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ritance  of  all  and  every  the  said  water-courses,  rivers, 
draiDS,  wear-dikes,  forelands^  Dot  exceeding  sixty  foot  in 
K  breadth,  banks,  sluices  and  works  of  draining  and  every 
Hcf  ihein.     Together  with  convenient   ways,  drifts  and 
^Kpassages  made  and  set  out,  and  from  time  to  time  to  be 
^Kinade,  appointed  and  set  out|  to  and  for  the  said  Earl  of 
Bedford,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  his  and  their  more 
free,  easy  and  commodious  passing  to  and  from  the  nine- 
ty-five thousand  acres  of  low  and  fenny  ground,  hereby 
adjudged  and  decreed  unto  the  said  Earl,  his  heirs  and 
^assigns,  and  to  and  from  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
I  and  also  to  and  for  the  more  free,  easy  and  commodious 
passage   of  all   other   land-owners,   tenants   and   com- 
moners, to  any,  from  any  of  their  several  lands  or  com- 
'  moQS  adjoining  unto  the  said  ways  ;  and  all  and  singular 
pother  easements,  profits  and  commodities  to  all  and  sin- 
gular the  lands  and  grounds,  and  all  and  every  the  parts, 
parcels  and  proportions  of  lands,  fens  and  grounds  de- 
clared and  contained  in  the  said  twenty -six  schedules 
hereunto  annexed,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  ninety-five 
thousand  acres  as  aforesaid,  and  to  all  and  singular  the 
other  foremeniioned  premisses  belonging  or  appertaining, 
according  to  the  tenor  and  true  intent  of  the  said  law  or 
act  of  sewers   made  at  King's  Lynn  aforesaid  j  to  have 
and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  said  lands  and  grounds, 
parts,  parcels  and  proportion  of  grounds,  lands  and  fens, 
set  forth,  declared  and  mentioned  in  the  said  twenty-six 
.  schedules  hereunto  annexed,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
ninety -five  thousand  acres  as  aforesaid,  and  every  part 
and  parcel  of  the  same,  and  all  and  every  the  foremen- 
iioned water-courses,  rivers,  drains,  wear-dikes,  fishings, 
[forelands,  banks,  sluices  and  works  of  draining,  and  the 
soil  and  inheritance  of  them  and  every  of  them,  ways  and 
.premisses  whatsoever,  with  their  and  every  of  their  ap- 
fpurtenances,  unto  the  said  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  freed  and  discharged  from  all 
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former  right,  titles,  interests,  coodttions,  commons,  rents, 
services,  charges^  troubles,  incumbrances,  duties  and  de«] 
mands  whatsoever.     Except  one    fee-farm  rent  of  te 
pounds,  vi'bich  is  hereby  reserved  and  decreed  to  be  yearly ^ 
paid  nnto  onr  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and 
successors  for  ever^  at  the  two  feasts  of  the  Annuncia*| 
tion  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  St^  Michael  the  Archan- 
gel, by  even  portions,  and  to  be  issniog  out  of  all  and 
singular   the  lands    and    grounds    hereby   decreed   and 
assured  unto  the  said  Earl,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at 
aforesaid. 

And  for  the  better  habitation,  improvement,  use  aad 
benefit  of  the  said  whole  great  level,  it  is  further  enacted, 
ordained  and  decreed  by  the  said  Commissioners,  in  far* 
ther  pursuance  of  the  said  act  or  law  of  sewers,  made  at 
King's  Lynn  aforesaid,  that  convenient  summer  wayt 
and  passages  shall  be  made  in,  upon,  and  throughout 
the  said  great  level  in  manner  and  form  following,  thai  is 
to  say,  one  way  from  Bedford  Kiver  near  Welney  to 
Westmore  Causeway,  near  Lfttleport;  one  other  way 
leading  from  Up  wood  Hards,  called  Bottom  Hill,  uoto 
Whittlesey ;  and  one  other  way  leading  from  Pcake 
Kirke  Meadow  unto  Guy  Hurn ;  and  one  other  way 
leading  from  the  Hard  Lands  of  Chateresse,  called 
Wenny  HilJ,  to  the  way  in  Sutton  Grounds,  leading  to 
Sutton  Gait,  every  of  the  said  ways  to  contain  three 
score  foot  in  breadth  between  their  several  draios  or  i 
wear-dikes ;  and  in  respect  the  said  ways  are  to  be  made  H 
and  erected  at  the  sole  cost  of  him  the  said  Earl,  or  his 
assigns,  it  is  therefore  enacted,  ordained  and  declared, 
that  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid  ways,  together  with 
their  wear^dikes  and  drains,  be  the  soil  and  inheritance 
of  him  the  said  Francis  Earl  of  Bcdtbrd,  hist  heirs  and  as-  M 
signjs  for  ever,  ^ 

And  it  h  hereby  further  enacted,  ordained  and  decreed, 
that  convenient  bridges  sha^U  be  made  in  places  meet 
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ftod  ii^cesaarj,  as  well  for  the  travelling  and  pasflage  io^ 
upon  and  throughout  the  said  ways  hereby  enacted  and 
decreed  to  be  made  as  aroresaid,  as  also  for  the  passing 
to  and  from  any  of  the  lands  of  the  said  great  level  near 
adjoining  unto  the  said  bridges,  that  is  to  say,  one 
bridge  over  the  new  river,  called  Bedford  River,  at  Sut- 
lOD  Gault;  oQe  other  bridge  over  the  said  new  river,  al 
Mcphai  Town;  one  other  bridge  over  the  said  new  river, 
near  Oxwillow  Lode;  aod  one  other  bridge  over  the  said 
new  river,  at  Welney  Town ;  and  that  the  said  bridges 
shall  be  the  inheritance  of  him  the  said  Earl,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  ordained  and  decreed 
by  the  said  Commissionersy  that  the  several  lands  and 
proportions  of  ground   hereafter  particularly  mentioned, 
atiiounting  to  forty  thousand  acres,  parcel  of  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres  of  fenny  and  late  surrounded 
grounds  declared  and  contained  in  the  said  twenty-six 
•cbedules  hereunto  annexed,  and  hereby  decreed  and  as- 
sured to  the  said  Earl,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  for  ever  hereafter  stand,  he  and  continue  liable  and 
charged  to  and  with  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of 
^  and  singular  the  aforementioned  ways  and   bridges, 
hereby  declared  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  and 
^iikgttlar  other  works  erected  and  niade^  or  by  the  said 
0>Qiinia$ioners  appointed  to  be  erected  and  made  by  the 
*ftid  Earl  of  Bedford,  or  his  assigns,  for  draining  and  im- 
proving of  the  said  great  level  according  to  the  true  in- 
*^t  and  meaning  of  the  said  act  or  law  of  Sewers,  made 
*t  Kiog*9  Lynn  aforesaid.     That  is  to  say,  the  part  dc- 
^^'^ed  imto  the  said  earl  out  of  Reed's  Fen,  in  Helgay, 
'  ***f^  hundred  and  sixty   acres  j  in  Sir  Henry  Willow- 
we's  several  fen  in  Southery,   on  the  west  side  of  the 
**ii?er  Ouze,  seventy-six  acres ;  the  proportions  decreed 
^t  of  the  common  fens   of  Weerham,  Wrelton   and 
^^oke,  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres ;  and  out  of  the 
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Norwold  if9 
A. 

Methwold  357 

A* 

FdtivcU75lA. 

Hockwold  100 
A. 

Up  well  ShCTins 
200  A. 

Hale  Fen, and 
eDinmon  piece 
in  Upweli  590 
A. 

Lotidoners  Fen 
tfOO  A, 


Well  and  Wiil- 
iicy840A, 
Swafbam  Pri- 
or, Swiifhfttn 
Bu!beck  mid 
Kcacli  6m  A. 


Boltisljom, 
Horamgsey, 
Qm,  Dillon, 
400  A. 

Down  bam  390 
A. 

A^bwell  Moor 
42a  A  > 


Manry  250  A. 


Pyemoor  152 


common  fens  of  Norwold  four  huadred  and  twenfj^-ninei 
acres;  ihe  proportion  decreed  out  of  the  several  fens  ii 
Melbwold  Ihree  hundred  fifty  and  seven  acres;  and  oul 
of  the  several   fens  of  Felt  well  seven  hundred  fifty  ani 
one  acres;  out  of  the  several  in  Hock  wold,  called  PooUj 
log's,  one  hundred  acrea ;  ihe  proportion  decreed  out 
the  common  fen  of  Up  well  ^  called  Sheviosj  two  hundred! 
acres;  and  out  of  Hale  Fen,  and  the  common  piece  ta| 
Upwell  five  hundred  and  ninetyacresr  andout  of  the  fei 
groonds,  called  Londoners  FenSp  eight  hundred  acres 
all  the  which  foremen tioned  parcels  of  ground  are  withii 
the  county  of  Norfolk.     The  proportion  of  ground  di 
creed  in  the  several  fens  of  Well  and  Weloey,  lying  ii 
the  said  county  of  Norfolk  and  the  Isle   of  Ely,  eigbl 
hundred  and  forty  acres ;  a  parcel  of  the  proportion  de^ 
creed  out  of  the  inlercommon  fens  of  Swafham  Priori 
Swafbam  Bulbeckci  Botsham  and  Reach^  in  the  coonty 
of  Cambridge,   containing    six   hundred  acres,  viz,  thi 
whole   proportions  decreed   in   White  Fen,  being  fo 
hundred  and  eleven  acres,  and  in  great  Sedge  Fen,  being 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres;  and  five  acres  in  Higl 
Fen,  adjoining  unto  great  Sedge  Fen,   and  four  acres  i 
the  Croyle,  adjoining  also  upon  great  Sedge  Fen, 
whole  pro|Tortioo  decreed  out  of  the  intercommon  fcni 
of  Botsham,  Horningsey,  Qui  and  Ditton,  being  four 
hundred  acres    in  the  said  county  of  Cambridge;    the 
whole  proportion   decreed  out  of  the  common  and  fea 
grounds  of  Downham  in  the   said   Isle  of  Ely,  three| 
hundred    and  oinety   acres;    the  whole   proportion   de*; 
creed  out  of  Ash  well  Moor,  near  Coveney.  in  the  saidil 
Isle  of  Ely,  four  hundred  twenty- three  acres  ;  the  whole' 
proportion     decreed     out     of    the     common    dam  met: 
and    several   fen  grounds  of  Maney,    in    the  said  Isle 
of  Ely,  two  hundred  and  fifty   acres;    the  whole   pro-^ 
portion   decreed   out  of  the  common  fen,  called  Pye* 
moor^  near  Witchford,  in  the  said  Isle  of  fily^  one  kun- 
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died  fifty-two  acres;  the  whole  proporlion  decreed  out  of 

Grunty  Fen,  in  the  said  Isle,  four  hundred  twenty-Bix  Orumy  Fen 

acres;  the  whole  proportion  decreed  out  of  the  com moB 

fen  grounds  of  Chartresse,  in  the  said  Iste  of  Elv,  three  ClmifiTPBse 

^  ,  '  .  •  '  3826  A* 

thousand  eight  hundred  twenty -six  acres  ;  the  whole  pro- 
portion  decreed   out  of  the   several  and   common   fen 
grounds  of  Doddi nation,  March,  Wimblini^ton  and  Ben-  3^*i^'J*n^*on» 
wick,    twelve   thousand   seven   hundred    and    forty-nine  biintnoo,  Bcu- 
acres  ;  the  whole  proportion  decreed  out  of  the  common         * 
and  several  fen  grounds  of  Elrae,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely>  E^f«c  250  A, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres;  the  whole  proporlion  de- 
creed out  of  the  common  fen  grounds,  called  Eusymore,  l^,"!?™'"^ 

"^  2nu0  A, 

in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  two  thousand  acres  ;  a  parcel  of 
ihe  proportion  decreed  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of 
Thomas  T^ril,  Gentleman »  lying  near  Priests  Houses,  in  Tyrirs  GroaDd 
the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  twenty -four  acres,  at  the  west  end  of 
the  same  ground;  the  whole   proportion  decreed  out  of 
the  High   Een  and   North    Fen  in   Somershani,  in   the  ^5^3*"!"*^"* 
county  of  Huntingdon,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty-three  acres;  the  whole  proportion  decreed  out  of 
the  common  fen  grounds  of  VVarboys,  in  the  said  county  Wurboyi 
of  Huntingdon,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  sixty-eight 
acres  ;  the  whole  proportion  decreed  out  of  the  common 
fen  grounds,  called  Wistow  Feu,  three  hundred  eighty-  Wiitow3flC>A. 
six  acres ;  the  whole  proportion  decreed  cut  of  the  com- 
mon fen   grounds   of   Ramsey,    in   the    said  county  of  Ramsey  4564 
Huntingdon,    four    thousand    five    hundred    sixty-four 
acres ;  the  whole  proportion  decreed  out  of  the  several 
fen    grounds   of  Sir   Oliver   Cromwell,  Knight,   in  the  Cromnrdrc  b«* 
grounds  called  Ashbeck,   Abbotts,   Pingle  and  Wiggin   ^^y  17;  ^^ 
Moor,  in  Ramsey  aforesaid,  one  hundred  seventy-seven 
acres ;  the  whole  proporlion  decreed  out  of  the  several 
Ten  grounds  of  Cuningtou,  in  ihe  said  county  of  Hunt-  Cuwingtoa 
ingdon,  two  hundred  eighty-one  acres ;  the  whole  pro- 
portion decreed  out  of  the  common  fens  of  Denton,  in    Deaton  156  A* 
ite  said  county  of  Huntingdon,  one  hundred  fifty  and 
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six  acres ;  the  whole  proportion  decreed  out  ol  the  fen 
grounds  of  Caldecole,  in  tlie  said  couDty  of  Huntingdon, 
fifty-six  acres;  the  whole  proportion  decreed  oat  of  the 
common  fen  grounds  of  Stilton,  in  the  said  county  of 
Huntingdon,  one  hundred  and  Bixty  acres;  the  whole 
proportion  decreed  out  of  common  fen  ground  of  Wood- 
walton,  In  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon,  nine  hundred 
thirty-seven  acres ;  a  parcel  of  the  proportion  decreed 
ont  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  Holme,  in  the  said 
county  of  Huntingdon,  twenty-se?en  acres^  adjoining 
upon  the  said  fen  grounds  of  Walton ;  a  parcel  of  the 
proportion  decreed  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of 
Thorney,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  lying  on  the  east  part  of  Knar 
Fen,  adjoining  to  the  Wride;  a  parcel  of  the  proportion 
decreed  out  of  the  com  in  on  fen  on  the  south  side  of 
Bedford  River,  called  Westmoor,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely, 
the  said  parcel  containing  four  hundred  eighty-iwo 
acres,  and  lying  on  the  south-east  side  of  one  thousand 
acres,  part  of  the  said  proportion,  adjoyning  to  Oxwillow 
Load ;  a  parcel  of  the  said  proportion  decreed  out  of  the 
said  common  fen,  called  Westmoor,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  said  Bedford  River,  the  said  parcel  containing  foar 
hundred  eighty^two  acres,  and  lying  on  the  north-west 
side  of  one  thousand  acres,  part  of  the  said  proportioo, 
lying  next  unto  Welney  ;  and  a  parcel  of  the  proporlioQ 
decreed  out  of  the  common  fen,  called  By  all  Fen,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  said  Bedford  River,  the  said  parcel 
containing  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  and  lying 
on  the  north-west  side  of  one  thousand  acres,  part  of  the 
said  proporlion,  next  towards  Maney. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  ordained  and  decreed*  That 
all  parliLion  dikes  and  fences,  which  shall  be  thought 
necessary  to  be  made  to  carry  away  the  rain  water 
towards  the  main  drains,  shall  be  made  according  to  the 
purport,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  act  or  law 
of  Sewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  aforesaid. 


jLWmsmx, 
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And  it  tft  hereby  farlber  enacted,  ordaf  oed,  decreed  and 
leclared,  That  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  or  his  assigns, 
sball^  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  tliiies  hereafter,  have 
free  liberty  and  authority*  according  to  the  power  for- 
merly given  unto  him  by  the  said  law  made  at  King's 
Lynn  aforesaid,  to  make  any  such  new  works^  and  to  cut 
ground  and  cast  up  earth  for  makitig  such  new  banks 

I  and  drains,  as  by  six  or  more  of  the  said  Commissioners 
kf  Sewers,  whereof  three  to  be  of  the  quorum,  shall  be 
idjudged  and  decreed   as  Ei  and  necessary  to  be  made 
ind  erected  for  the  further  advancement  of  this  great 
pork  of  draining. 
§  And  it  is  further  hereby  enacted,  ordered,  ordained, 
decreed  and  declared.  That  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford  shall 
have,  hold  and  enjoy  to  bim,  bis  heirs  and  assigns  for 
ever,  all  and  every  the  waters,  sumps,  dikes,  pits,  holes 
and  mear-grounds,  and  the  fishings  in  the  same,  and  the 
il,  ground  and  inheritance  of  them,  and  every  of  them, 
^  ig  and  being  within  the  said  ninety  five    thousand 
I,  contained  and  declared  in  the  said  schedules  here* 
oto  annexed^  the  same  being  not  drained  or  drainable, 
ccordiog  to  act,  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
lid  act  or  law  made  at  King's  Lynn  aforesaid,  ahbough 
iie  same  be  no  parcel  of  the  said  quantity  of  nioety-five 
lousand  acres,  hereby  decreed  and  assured  to  the  said 
Sari,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  as  aforesaid. 
Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  adjudged,  enacted 
nd  declared.  That  tlie  antient  rivers  and  drains  shall  be 
and  remain  to  the  right  owners  thereof,  as  formerly  they 
^^did  or  hereafter  should  of  right  belong,  according  to  the 
^^penor  and   true  menning  of  the  said  act  or  law,  made  at 
^^King's  Lynn  aforesaid ;   any  thing  in  this  present  act  or 
^Baw  of  sewers  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
^B    And  it  is  lastly  hereby  concluded  and  fully  agreed  by 
^^Bie  said  Commissioners,  that  they,  together  with  the  said 
£arl  of  Bedford^  shalJ  become  humble  suitors  to  the 
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King's  ttiofit  excellefil  Mujesty,  that  bis  Majesty  will  be 

graciously  pleased  to  confirm,  approve  and  ratify  this 
present  act  and  decree,  and,  by  bis  royal  band  signing 
ibe  same,  to  declare  his  royal  approbation  ibereof  and 
assent  ibereunto ;  and  that  his  Majesty  will  be  farther 
graciotisly  pleased  to  recommend  the  same  to  the  Rigbt 
Honourable  the  Lord  Keeper  of  Lbe  Great  Seal,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  bis  Highnesses  Dutchy  of  Lancaster,  that 
it  may  in  due  form  of  law  be  confirmed  and  ratified* 
bath  by  decree  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Chancery 
and  of  the  Court  belonging  to  ihc  said  Dutchy,  and  that 
his  Majesty  will  vouchsafe  to  rccommeDd  the  same  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Lords  and  others  of  hii  Majesty's 
most  HonourabJe  Privy  Council,  that  it  may  by  them  be 
ordered,  as  matter  of  state,  not  to  be  altered  or  im- 
peached, having  received  the  approbation  of  that 
Honourable  Board*  And  that  whensoever  a  Parliament 
shall  be  called,  and  a  bill  being  then  preferred  to  the  two 
Houses  of  that  High  Court  of  Parliament,  and  the  same 
be  then  passed  as  a  law,  that  his  Majesty  \«ould  be 
graciously  pleased,  for  the  full  and  final  confirmation 
thereof,  to  give  his  royal  assent  thereunto. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  Commissiooers  first  above- 
named  to  two  parts  of  these  presents  indented,  the  one 
part  tu  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
other  part  to  remain  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Sewers, 
according  to  the  law  in  that  case  provided,  have  set  their 
hands  and  seals  the  said  twenty -seventh  day  of  October, 
the  year  first  above  written*  ya 

We  have  also  viewed  certain  schedules  or  particulars 
of  lands  to  the  said  laws,  ordinances  and  decrees  annexed, 
under  the  seals  of  certain  Commiissioners  of  Sewers, 
whereby  the  said  laws,  ordinaoccs  and  decrees  were 
made,  remaining  of  record  In  the  files  of  our  said  Chan- 
cery in  these  words: 
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A  SCHEDULE  and  Particular  of  such  Lands  and 
Proportions  of  Grounds  lying  within  the  Fens, 
called  the  great  Level  of  Fens  or  surrounded 
Grounds,  within  the  counties  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Northampton,  Lincoln 
and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  as  by  this  present  Law  or  Act 
of  Sewers  are  set  out,  decreed  and  assured  unto 
the  Right  Honourable  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford, 
bis  heirs  and  assigns,  to  1>e  holden  and  enjoyed 
by  him  and  them  for  ever,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  this  said  Act. 

COM.  NORF. 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  Deorer. 

belonging  to  Denver  in  the  said  county  of 
Norfolk,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
Onse,  three  hundred  and  fourscore  acres, 
(that  is  to  say)  one  hundred  twenty-four 
acres  out  of  that  part  of  the  fen  near  Salters 
Ix>de,  abutting  eastward  upon  the  said 
i-iver,  and  northward  upon  the  river  called 
Bedford  River.  And  the  residue,  being  two 
liundred  fifty-six  acres,  out  of  that  part  of 
the  fen  that  lieth  next  Salters  Lode  upon 
the  north  side  of  the  said  new  river,  abut- 
ting upon  the  said  new  river  and  Well 
Creek  -  -  -  -    380    0    O 

Out  of  a  several  fen  ground  in  Denver 
aforesaid,  abutting  westward  upon  the 
£;roands  of  Well,  four  acres  at  the  south 
end  thereof,  next  Denver  Fen      -  -400 

Out  of  the  common  fens  of  or  belonging  Hdgay. 

to  Helgay,  in  the  said  county  of  Norfolk, 
one  thousand  three  hundred  acres,  (that  is 
to  say)  one  intire  fen^  lying  between  Sir 


2&4 


AfPBNDlX. 


Henry  Willoughbie's  drain  and  Soutliery 
Common,  coiitaiainj^  nine  hundred  eighty- 
two  acres,  and  the  residue  being  three  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  acres,  out  of  lb  at  part  of 
the  said  fen  abutting  northward  upon  the 
im banked  gronnds  of  Edmund  Skipwith, 
Esquire,  and  adjoining  to  the  said  river 
Ouse  -  -  _  -p 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be* 
longing  to  Sir  Henry  Willougbbyj  Knight, 
called  Read's  Fen,  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  at  the  north  end  of  the  said  grounds, 
abutting  upon  Maid  Lode 
Southery,  Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 

longing to  Southcry,  in  the  said  county  of 
Norfolk,  eight  hundred  acres  out  of  the 
common  fen  called  Adymore,  abutting 
upon  Helgay  common  fen,  and  the  river 
Ouiie  -  -  -  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  in  Sou- 
thery  aforesaid,  of  or  belonging  to  Sir 
Henry  Willoughby  aforesaid,  lying  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  Ouse,  seventy  and  six 
acres  at  the  south  end  thereof,  near  to  Mod- 
ney  House  -  .  - 

Out  of  one  other  several  fen  ground  in 
Sonlhery  aforesaid,  of  or  belonging  to  the 
said  Sir  Henry  Willoughby,  Knight*  lying 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Ouse,  seventy. 
six  acres  at  the  west  end  of  the  same 
grounds         -  ^  .  - 

Out  of  one  other  several  fen  ground, 
lying  in  Southery  or  Helgay,  or  one  of 
them,  of  or  belonging  to  Thomas  Gibbon, 
Esq.  twenty  acres  at  the  western  end 
thereof,  near  Priests  Houses 


ISOO    0    0 
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WrettoD,  and 

Stoke. 


Oat  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  RoiLbam, 

longing  to  Roxhatn^  in  the  said  couoty  of 
[Norfolk,  ninety-four  acres  at  the  south-east 
part  of  the  same  fen,  abutting  upon  Dere- 
ham Coat  Fen,  and  the  rivet  Wissey  -      94    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  Dereham, 

»  longing  to  Dereham,  in  the  said  county  of 
Norfolk,  two  hundred  acres,  (that  is  to  say), 
niQety-five  acres  out  of  the  fen  called  Dere- 
iiain  Coat  Feu,  abutting  upon  Koxham  Fen 
and  the  river  Wissey,  and  the  Residue,  being 
one  hundred  and  five  acres,  out  of  the  com- 
CDon  feu,  at  the  parts  thereof  abutting  upon 
the  said  river  Wiasey  and  Werehaai  -     €00    0     0 

Out  of  the  common  fens  of  or  belonging 
t:o  Wereham,  Wrelton,  and  Stoke,  in  the 
said  county  of  Norfolk,  five  hundrecjt  thirty 
sand  six  acres  in  one  piece,  next  the  said 
x-iver  Wissey,  extending  along  the  said 
i^iver,  from  the  oorth  side  of  TokeshiU  to 
AA^eredike      -  -  -     536     0    0 

Out  of  the  common  feu   grounds  of  or  Norwoid. 

l:>elonging  to  Norwold,  in  the  said  county 
of  Norfolk,  four  hundred  twenty  and  nine 
^cres,  (that  is  to  eay)  the  in  tire  com  moo  fen 
l^iog  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Wissey, 
c^ontaining  twenty -nine  acres,  and  the  resi- 
ciue,  being  four  hundred  acres,  out  of  the 
c^cimmon  fens,  lying  on  the  south  side  of 
t^Yie  said  river,  abutting  upon  the  said  river, 
o.nd  lying  between  Howhill  and  Wittiugton 
C^^aosey,  and  between  the  satd  river  and  the 
liard  lands  of  Norwold  -  -     4^9    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fens  of  or  belonging  MetUwold 

to  Me th wold  tn  the  said  county  of  Norfolk, 
One  thousand  six  hundred  forty  and  eighl 
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acres,  out  of  the  lens  called  Sonthmore  and 
Twjnne  Lodes,  abatting  norLh-weslward, 
upon  part  of  the  said  common  called 
Soolhmore,  wherein  Souihery  doth  inter- 
common,  nor tb -eastward  upon  ihe  several 
fen  grounds  of  Sir  Edmund  Munford, 
Knight,  and  southward  upon  the  common 
fen  of  Feltwel,  called  North  Fen 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Meth- 
wold   aforesaid  J   three   hundred   fifty-seven 
acres  at  the  west  end  of  two  of  the  said 
severals  nejtt  Southery 
Fcltireli.  Out  of  the  common  fea  grounds  of  or 

belonging  to  Feltwel,  in  the  said  county  of 
Norfolk,  one  thousand  six  hundred  ninety- 
seven  acres,  (that  is  to  say)  eight  hundred 
and  forty  acres  oia|  of  the  fen  called  North 
Fen,  at  the  north-east  part  thereof,  abutting 
upon  the  common  fen  of  Methwold,  called 
Southmore*  Out  of  the  fen  called  the 
Mowe  Fen,  eighty  acres  at  the  west  part 
of  the  same  fen  next  firandon  River;  and 
the  residae,  being  seven  hundred  seventy 
and  seven  acres,  out  of  the  fen  called  the 
South  Feo,  at  the  south-west  part  thereof 
abutting  upon  the  said  Mowe  Fen,  and  the 
several  fen  ground  belonging  to  Sir  Thomas 
Woodhouse  *  -  -  1697 

Out  of  the  several  fea  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Feltwel  aforesaid,  seven  hundred 
fifty  and  one  acres,  (that  is  to  say)  out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  Sir 
Thomas  Woodhouse,  Knight,  abutting 
upon  Feltwel  South  Fen,  and  a  several  be- 
longing to  Sir  Edmund  Mundford,  two 
hundred  and  six  acres  out  of  the  middle 


part  of  the  said  several  fen  from  Dorth   to 
south.     Out  of  the  several  fen  grouod  of  Sir 
Edmund  Mund ford  aforesaid^  abuUiog  upon 
Ihe  said  several  of  Sir  Thomas  Woodhouse 
aforesaidt   one   huodred   ninety  and   seven 
acres  out  of  the  middle  part  of  the  said  fen 
from  north  to  south.     Out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  belonging  to  Christ's  College,  abut- 
ting upon  the  said  several  fen  ground  of  Sir 
Edmund  Mundfbrd  aforesaid,  one  hundred 
tweoty-six  acres  out  of  the  tniddte  part  of 
the  said  ground  from  north  to  south*     Out 
of  the  several  fen   ground  late  of  Robert 
Wace,  Gent,  abutting  upon  the  said  several 
ground  of  Christ's  College  and  the  river  of 
Brandon,  one  hundred  seventy-two  acres  out 
of  the  middle  of  the  said  ground  from  north 
to  south.     Out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
lying  between  ihe  fen  grounds  of  Christ's 
College  aforesaid  and  the  river  of  Brandon, 
fourteen  acres  abutting  northward  upon  the 
several  feo  ground  of  Thomas  Gibbon,  Esq. 
I        Oat  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
loDgiDg  to  Thomas  Tyre  I,  gent,  lying  be- 
1         tween  the    aforesaid    fen    grounds   of  Sir 

i  Edmund  Mundford,  Knight,  and  the  river  of 
Brandon,  thirteen  acres  and  twenty  perches 
al  the  south-east  end  of  the  same  ground- 
Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  lying  between 
the  several  fen  of  Sir  Thomas  VVoodhouse 
aforesaid  and  the  river  of  Brandon,  ten  acres 
aod  three  roods  at  the  south  part  thereof. 
Out  of  ihe  several  fen  ground  late  of  Robert 
Wace,  Gent,  abutting  upon  the  hard  lands  of 
^k  Tchwel  aforesaid,  six  acres  and  ten  perches 
^^^^^^Borth'Wcst  end  of  the  same  ground* 
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Ifockwold  and 
Wiltoa. 


BntodoQ, 


Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  lying  betweei? 
Feltwel  Mowe  Fen  and  the  rirer  of  Bran* 
don,  six  acres  and  ten  perches  at  the  north- 
west end  thereof  -  -  - 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Hock  wold  and  Wilton^  in  the 
said  county  of  Norfolk,  nitie  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  out  of  the  common  fen  adjoining 
to  the  common  fens  and  the  hard  Itmds  of 
Feltwel;  and  abutting  upon  the  said  hard 
lands  of  Feltwel 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Wil- 
liam HeTeningham,  Esq.  two  hundred 
acres^  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  several 
ground  called  Poolings,  one  hundred  acres 
at  the  north  side  thereof,  abutting  upon 
Feltwel  Mowe  Fen  and  the  river  of  Bran- 
don, and  out  of  one  other  several  ground 
lying  on  the  Bouth-west  side  of  the  said 
river  of  Brandon,  one  hundred  acres  abut- 
ting upon  the  fen  called  Redmore  Grounds 
and  the  said  river  of  Brandon 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Osbert 
Pratt,  Gent.,  lying  next  the  fen  called  Sea 
Fen,  ten  acres  al  the  north  end  of  the 
tame  ground  ^  -  ^ 


COM,  SUFF. 

Odt  of  the  common  fen  groands  of  or 
belonging  unto  Brandon,  in  the  county  of 
Suflfolk,  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  (that 
is  to  8ay)  one  intire  fen  abutting  upon  the 
east  part  of  the  common  fen  of  Lock  heath, 
called  Slalhird,  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  I  and  the  residue,  being  one  hundred 
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and  sixty  acres,  out  of  a  common  fen  abut- 
ting upon  the  said  in  tire  fen,  at  the  west 
end  of  the  said  common  fen        -  -    350    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  LackiiigbcRib. 

belonging  to  Lackidgheath,  in  the  said 
county  of  Suffolk,  one  thousand  and  eight 
hundred  acres^  (that  is  to  say)  the  moiety 
or  one  half  of  the  common  fen  called  Little- 
shell,  or  East-more,  being  ninety-two  f^il^s 
at  the  eastern  part  thereof,  next  the  ^||fcn- 
mon  fen  called  Archingstal.  The  said  in- 
(ire  common  fen  called  Archingstal  con- 
taining one  hundred  seventy-fodr  acres. 
One  intire  common  fen  abutting  upon  the 
river  of  Brandon.  Audry  Lode,  and  the 
several  fen  ground  of  William  Hevening- 
ham,  Esq.  containing  forty-seven  acres. 
One  intire  common  fen  lying  on  the  north 
side  of  Brandon  River,  between  the  com- 
mon fen  of  Hockwold  and  Wilton,  called 
Sea  Feu,  and  the  several  fen  of  William 
Heveningham  aforesaid,  containing  fifty- 
eight  acres  and  a  half.  The  intire  common 
fen  called  Town-more,  containing  five  hun- 
dred seventy-nine  acres;  and  the  residue, 
being  eight  hundred  forty -nine  acres  and  a 
half,  out  of  the  great  common  fen  abutting 
upon  Plant  Lode  and  the  said  fen  called 
Townmore,  at  the  north-west  part  thereof       1800    0    0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  Lackinghcath 

longing  to  Lackingheath  aforesaid,  two 
hundred  and  fourscore  acres,  (that  is  to  say) 
out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Unley  Farm, 
lying  between  the  common  fen  grounds  of 
Lackingheath  aforesaid,  and  the  Sedge  Fens 
of  Milden  Hall,  one  hundred  twenty-three 

s2 


2C0 


APPKNDfX, 


acrei  and  two  roods  st  the  west  end  of  tlie  saintf 
grouod.     Out  of  the  several  feo  ground  now 
or  late  of  William  Steward,  gent<  lying  at 
the  west  end  of  the  common  feo  called  Stal- 
lard^  three   acres  and  one  rood  at  the  west 
eod  of  the  same  ground.     Out  of  one  other 
several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  the  said 
WilJiam  Steward,  lying  on  the  north  side  of 
Brandon  River,  six  acres  and  one  rood  at 
the  north    west  end  of  the  same   ground. 
Out  of  the  several    fen    ground   abnttiog 
upon    the   said  common  feo    called  Stal- 
lard  and  the  High  Lode,  four  acres  at  the 
north   end   of  the  same   ground.      Out  of 
a  triangular  several  fen  ground   abutting 
upon  the  said  common  fen  called  Stallard 
and  the  High  Lode,  one  acre  three  roods  and 
twenty  perches  at  the  south  end  of  the  same 
ground.     Out  of  the  several   fen   ground 
Ijing  between  Winter  Lode  and  Cross  Wa» 
ter,  at  th.e  meeting  of  the  same  lodes,  one 
acre  three  roods  and  twenty  perches  at  the 
north  west  end  thereof.     Out  of  a  several 
fen  ground  lying  near  Willow  Lode,  incom- 
passed  on  all  sides  with  the  common  fen  of 
Lackinghealh  aforesaid,  two   acres   at  the 
west  part  of  the  same  ground.     Out  of  the 
several  fen  grouod  lying  on  the  east  part 
of  the  last  mentioned  several  ground^  four 
acres  and  one  rood  at  the  north-west  end 
thereof.      Out   of    one    other    several   fen 
ground  lying  on  the  east  pari  of  the  several 
ground  last  mentioned,  and  abutting  upon 
Cross  Water^  ^>gfa^  acres  at  the  north-west 
side  of  tb«  same  ground  next  unto  Cross 
Water  aforesaid.    Out  of  the  several  feo 
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grouod  lying  between  the  last  mentioDed 
several  ground  aod  Willow  Lode*  two  acres 
and  three  roods  at  the  west  end  of  thii  same 
ground.     Out   of  the  several   fen  ground, 
abutting  upon    the  west    side    of    Winter 
Lode  and  High  Lode  aforesaid^  fifteen  acres 
and  two  roods  at  the  north  west  end  thereof 
abutting  upon  High  Lode,     Out  of  the  se- 
veral fen  ground  abutting  upon  the  com- 
mon fen  called  East  More,  and  the  several 
fen  called  the  Boats  Gangs,  two  acres  at 
the   north-west  end   thereof,  next  to  Delf 
Dike,      Out   of    the   several    fen    grounds 
called  the  Boats  Gangs,  sixty-seven  acres 
and  a  half  at  the  west  end  thereof,  abutting 
upon  Plant  Lode  and   Delf  Dike.     Out  of 
the  several  feo  ground  now  or  late  of  John 
Crane,  abutting  upon  High  Lode,  and  the 
several    ground    now    or    late   of    William 
Barne,  Gent,,  eight  acres  and  two  roods  ad- 
joining upon   the  said   several   ground  of 
William  Barne,  and  the  said  High  Lode, 
Out  of  the  said  several  fen  ground  now  or 
late  of  William  Barne  aforesaid,  ten  acres 
adjoining  upon  the  said  several  ground  of 
John  Crane*     Out  of  one  other  several  fen  . 
ground  now  or  late  of  the  said  John  Crane, 
lying  near  the  said  several  ground  of  Wil- 
liam  Barne   aforesaid,  six   acres  and   two 
roods  at  the  north-west  side  of  the  same 
ground^  abutting  upon  High  Lode  afore- 
said.    Out  of  the  greater  of  the  two  several 
fen  grounds  lying  between  Delf  Dike  and 
Brandon  River,  eight  acres  and  two  roods 
at  the  north-west  side  thereof.     And  out  of 
the  other  smaller   several^  lying   between 


'  Mlldeu  Hall, 


same  ground  -  _  - 

Out  of  the  common  fee  ground  of  or  be- 
longing to  Mildcn  Hall,  in  the  said  county 
of  Suffolk,  two  thousand  nine  hnndred  and 
twenty  acres,  (that  is  to  say)  one  in  tire  com- 
mon called  Burnt  Fen,  containing  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres. 
Two  in  tire  fen  grounds  called  Sedge  Fens, 
lying  between  Burnt  Fen  and  Town  More 
in  Lackingheath  aforesaid,  containing  eight 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  And  the  residue, 
being  three  hundred  forty  and  three  acres, 
out  of  the  common  fen  lying  between  the 
several  fen  grounds  of  Unly  Farm  and 
B:ildwin'8  Lode  at  the  west  part  of  the 
same  feu        -  -  -  -  29W 
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Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or 
belonging  to  Isleham,  in  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  nine  hundred  and  thirty  acres^ 
(that  is  to  say)  one  inlire  common  fen 
abutting  upon  the  common  fens  of  Soham, 
called  Great  Metlam  and  Little  Metlam, 
and  the  river  of  Milden  Hall,  containing 
three  hundred  and  eight  acres*  Out  of  the 
mow  fen  of  Isleham,  abutting  upon  the 
fore-mentioned  common  feo  of  Isleham^ 
and  the  said  river  of  Milden  Hall,  four 
hundred  thirty-two  acres  at  the  north  part 
thereof.    And  out  of  the  common  fen  of 


Islebam,  called  West  Fen,  abatting  open 
the  common- fens  of  Soham,  called  Little 
Metlam,  and  the  Hasse,  one  handred  and 
ninety  acres  ^at  the  north  end  of  the  same 
fen  -  -  -  .    930    0    0 

Oat  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or 
belonging  to  Soham  and  Barway,  in  the 
said  coanty  of  Cambridge^  one  thousand 
and  eight  handred  acres,  (that  is  to  say) 
the  intire  commod  fen  abutting  upon 
Wickin  high  fen,  called  Fordey,  contain- 
ing one  hundred  fifty<«>8is:  acres  and  a  half. 
Out  of  the  common  fen  called  Barway 
Middle,  seventy-four  acres  and  a  half  at  the 
north-east  part  thereofj  abutting  upon  Sea 
Lode  and  the  river  Oase.  The  two  intire 
common  fens  called  Great  Metlam  and 
'Little  Metlam^  containing  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  and  oqt  of  the 
common  fen  called  the  Basse,  three  handred 
fifty-nine  acres  at  the  north  part  thereof^ 
abutting  upon  Little  Metlam  aforesaid       -  1800    O    O 

Out  of  the  teveral  fen  ground  in  Soham 
aforesaid^  of  or  belonging  to  Sir  Robert 
Heath,  Knight,  four  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  called 
Great  Metlam,  abutting  upon  the  common 
called  Great  Metlam  and  the  river  of  Mil- 
den  Hall,  at  the  east  part  of  the  said  se- 
veral fen      -  -  -  -     420    0    0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  in  Soham 
aforesaid,  lying  between  the  fens  called 
East  Fen  and  Calf  Fen,  eight  acres  at  the 
east  end  thereof  -  -  -        8    0    0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  in  Soham, 
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called  Bugbeacbi  one  acre  at  the  west  end 
thereof         -  -  _  _ 

ftiBt  Out  of  the  coniinoii  fen  grounds  of  or  be* 

longing  to  Fordharo,  in  the  said  county  of 
Cambridge,  lying  between  the  fen  grounds 
of  Burwell  and  the  hard  lands  near  Wickin^ 
twenty-seven  acres  at  the  west  end  of  the 
same  fen       -  -  -  - 

Wkldn.  Out  of  the  common  fen  ground  of  or  be- 

longing to  Wickio^  in  the  saidcounty  of  Cam- 
bridge, four  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  (that  is 
to  say)  out  of  the  common  fen,  called  the 
Sedge  Feti  or  Broad  Meadow,  three  hundred 
acres  at  the  western  end  thereof,  abutting 
upon  Reach  Lode,  the  hard  lands  of  Wickin, 
and  the  imbanked  several  grounds  of  Isaac 
Barrow,  Esq.;  and  the  residue,  being  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  out  of  ihe  cotntnon 
fen  called  High  Fen,  at  the  north-east  part 
thereof  adjoining  upon  the  several  ground  of 
Thetford,  called  the  Botts  Gangs,  and  the 
river  Grant 

Out  of  the  fen  grounds  of  Wickin  afore- 
said, being  Mow  Fens  or  Lamas  Grounds^ 
consisting  of  the  lots  or  doles  of  divers 
persons^  one  hundred  acres,  (that  is  to  say) 
out  of  the  mowing  ground  lying  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  Grant,  fifty -five  acres  and 
three  roods  at  the  west  end  of  the  same  tots 
or  doles,  abutting  upon  the  common  fen  of 
Water-beach,  called  Joyst  Fen ;  out  of  the 
mowing  grounds  lying  between  the  hard 
lands  of  Wickin  aforesaid,  the  river  Grant, 
the  several  fen  grounds  of  Upmeere  Farm, 
and  the  way  leading  from  the  hard  lands  of 
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-     450     D    OC^ 


APFBiroIZ. 

Vickin  anto  Dimock's  Coat,  tweDty-three 
icret  and  one  rood  at  the  middle  part  of  the 
aid  mow  fen,  where  the  said  doles  or  lots  do 
ibnt  one  upon  another,  extending  from  the 
aid  hard  lands  of  Wickin  to  the  said  way 
eading  to  Dimock's  Coat ;  and  ont  of  the 
now  fen  ground  lying  between  the  said  way 
eading  to  Dimock's  Coat,  the  rivor  Grant, 
he  Jiigh  fen  of  Wickin  and  the  hard  lands 
>f  Wickin,  twenty«»one  acres  at  the  middle 
>art  of  the  said  mow  fen,  whare  the  said 
loles  or  lots  do  abut  one  upon  another*  ex- 
;ending  from  the  said  way  leading  to  Di- 
nock's  Coat  unto  the  way  leading  to  Wickin 
High  Fen  aforesaid  -  -  -     100    0    O 

Oat  of  a  several  sedge  fen  of  Isaac  Bar- 
row,  Esq. ;  lyiDg  in  Wickin  aforesaid, 
twenty-one  acres  at  the  north-west  part 
thereof         -  •  -  -      21    0    O 

Out  of  a  several  sedge  fen  of  or  belonging 
to  Sir  Edward  Peyton,  Knight  and  Baronet, 
fourteen  acres  at  the  west  end  thereof         -       14    0    0 

Out  of  other  several  fen  grounds  lying  in 
Wickin  aforesaid  twenty  acres,  (that  is  to 
say)  out  of  the  imbanked  several  fen  ground 
of  Isaac  Barrow  aforesaid  seven  acres  at 
the  west  end  thereof,  abutting  upon  the  hard 
lands  of  Wickin  aforesaid ;  out  of  the  seve-^ 
ral  fen  grounds  belonging  to  Upmeer  Farm 
£ve  acres  at  the  north-east  end  of  the  same 
j^onds,  abutting  upon  the  mow  fen  of 
Wickin  and  the  river  Grant ;  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  Sir  Edward 
Peyton  aforesaid,  lying  upon  the  west  side 
of  the  river  Grant,  five  acres  at  the  south- 
west end  thereof  abutting  upon  the  river 
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Burwell  and 
Reach. 


Swaftiam« 


Botsam* 
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Graat;    and  out  of  the  several  fen  grounil 

of Dal  ton,  Gent,  adjoyning  to  the  said 

several  fen  of  Sir  Edward  Peyton  aod  the 
river  Grants  three  acres  at  the  south- west 
part  of  ihe  same  several  ground  -       20    0       0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Burwel!  and  Reach  in  the  said 
county  of  Cambridge,  seven  hundred  acres 
at  the  north-west  part  of  the  same  fens 
abutting  upon  Wickin  Lode  and  Reach  Lode     700    0 

Out  of  the  inlercommon  fens  of  or  belong- 
ing to  Swafham  Prior,  Swafham  But  beck, 
Botsam  and  Reaeh^  in  the  said  county  of 
Carabridge,  or  to  some  or  one  of  them,  one 
thousand  four  hundred  acres,  (that  is  to  say) 
out  of  the  common  fen,  called  White  Fen, 
four  hundred  and  eleven  acres  abutting  upon 
Swafham  Lode  and  White  Fen  Lake*  Out 
of  the  common  fen  called  the  Croyle,  four 
hundred  and  four  acres  ahuttiog  eastward 
upon  the  common  fen  called  Great  Sedge 
Fen,  southward  and  westward  upon  the  resi- 
due of  the  same  common  fen  called  the 
Croyle,  and  northward  upon  the  common 
fen  called  the  High  Fen  ;  out  of  the  said 
common  fen  called  the  High  Fen,  four  hun- 
dred and  five  acres  at  the  north-east  part 
thereof  abutting  upon  Reach  Lode  and  the 
river  Grant ;  and  out  of  the  common  fen 
called  Great  Sedge  Fen,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  at  the  north  end  thereof  abutting 
upon  the  High  Fen  and  Reach  Lode  -  1400     0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Botsam  in  the  said  county  of 
Cambridge,  lying  between  White  Fen  Lake 
and  the  river  Grant^  one  hundred  and  forty 
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aci€8  at  the  north-east  end  of  the  same  fei> 
ground  abutting  upon  Swafham  High  Fen 
and  the  river  Grant  -  -     140    0    0 

Out  of  the  intercommon  fen  grounds  of  or 
belonging  to  Botsam,  HorningseVy  Qui,  and 
DittoUi  in  the  said  county  of  Cambridge^  or 
to  some  or  one  of  them,  four  hundred  acres^ 
(that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  common  fen 
called  High  Fen,  one  hundred  acres  at  the 
eastern  end  thereof  abutting  upon  the  com* 
mon  fen  called  the  Rough;  and  out  of  the  said 
common  fen  called  the  Roughi  three  hundred 
acres  at  the  western  part  thereof  abutting 
upon  the  said  High  Fen  •  -    400'    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Water-Beach  in  the  said  county 
of  Cambridge,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
<that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  fen  called  the 
Joyst  Fen,  six  hundred  thirty-eight  acres  at 
the  north  end  thereof  abutting  tipon  the 
several  fen  grounds  of  Stretham  and  Wic- 
kin;  and  out  of  one  other  fen,  lying  between 
the  said  fen  called  Joysl  Fen,  the  river 
Grant,  and  the  hard  lands  of  Water-Beach, 
one  hundred  and  'twelve  acres  at  the  north- 
east end  thereof,  abutting  upon  the  said  fen 
called  Joyst  Fen  and  the  river  Gtunt  «-     750    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Cottenham  in  the  said  county  of 
Cambridge,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  at 
the  east  end  of  the  common  fen,  lying  be- 
tween the  common  fens  called  Sech  Hill 
Fens  and  the  Lots        ...    ^40    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Hampton  in  the  safd  county  of 
Cambridge,  sixteen  acres,  (that  is  to  say) 
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out  of  ihe  mow  fea  called  HempRal,  thir- 
teen acres  at  the  north-east  end  thereof  abut- 
ting upon  Smithy  Fen  in  Col  ten  bam  ;  and 
out  of  the  common  fen  ground  called  Iram, 
three  acres  at  the  east  corner  thereof  abut- 
ting upon  Hempsal  aforesaid 
l¥ivelinghain.  Out  of  the  common  fens  of  or  belonging 
to  Wivelingham  in  the  said  county  of  Cam- 
bridge, one  hundred  eighty-three  acres  and 
one  rood^  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  com- 
mon fen  ground  called  Hempsal,  fifty- three 
acres  at  the  north  part  thereof  adjoining 
upon  Smithy  Fen  and  Audrey  Causey ;  out 
of  the  common  fen  called  Middle-ditch  Fen, 
seventy -seven  acres  and  one  rood  at  the 
south-east  part  thereof  abutting  upon  the 
several  fen  ground  called  Babies  Hurne  and 
the  river  Ouse;  and  out  of  the  common 
fen  called  Clattox  or  Langrige,  fifty- three 
acres  at  the  north  end  thereof  abutting  upon 
the  several  fen  grounds  of  Over  and  the 
several  fen  grounds  in  Wivelingham,  called 
the  Meer  Grounds        -  -  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be* 
longing  to  Wivelingham  aforesaid^  forty 
acres  and  three  roods,  (that  is  to  say)  out  of 
the  several  ground  called  Shelfould^  consist- 
ing of  the  lots  or  doles  of  divers  persons, 
twelve  acres  and  three  roods  at  the  south- 
west  end  of  the  said  lots  next  unto  the  Fens 
of  Over;  out  of  the  several  fen  called  Babies 
Hurne,  thirteen  acres  and  three  roods  at  the 
north  end  thereof  abutting  upon  the  river 
Ouse ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  now 
or  late  of  James  Pascallj  Gent»  called  Stacks, 
seven  acres  at  the  north-east  end   thereof 
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abatting  npon  Audrey  Cansey ;  and  out  of 
the  several  fen  of  John  Crane^  Esquire,  call- 
ed Little  Shelfould,  seven  acres  and  one 
rood  at  the  north-east  comer  thereof  near 
&ith  Since       -  -  -  -      40    3    0 

Oat  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  ^^^' 

longing  to  Over  in  the  said  county  of  Cam- 
bridge, one  hundred  seventy-one  acres ;  out 
of  the  fen  called  the  Marish  at  the  east  end  / 

thereof^  abutting  north-westward  upon  the 
east  end  of  the  lots  or  doles  of  divers  per- 
sons, extending  from  the  place  called  the 
Hay  wards  Swath  unto  the  bank  of  the  ri- 
ver Ouse  eastward  upon  the  several  or  the 
late  inclosed  grounds  of  Over  aforesaid  call- 
ed Blunte  Meer,  and  southward  upon  the 
residue  of  the  said  fen  called  the  Marish     •     171    0    O 
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Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  Hddenhwn. 

longing  to  Haddenham  in  the  said  Isle  of 
Ely  and  county  of  Cambridgei  three  hundred 
seventy-eight  acres,  (that  is  to  say)  out  of 
the  fen  called  Gaul  Fen  three  hundred  and 
nine  acres  at  the  east  part  thereof  abutting 
upon  Berry  Fen;  and  the  residue,  being 
sixty-nine  acres,  out  of  the  common  fen 
called  Berry  Fen  aforesaid,  at  the  west  side  / 

thereof,  abutting  upon  Gaul  Fen  aforesaid    378    0    O 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Haddenham  aforesaid,  one  hun- 
dred thhrty  and  eight  acres,  (that  is  to  say) 
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out  of  the  several  fen  ground  called  Ewell 
Fen,  ibirtj-six  acres  and  two  roods  at  the 

west  part  thereof,  abutting  upoti  Gaul  Fen 
and  the  Delfs  in  Iladdenham  ;  out  of  the 
mow  fen  called  Lindon  Doles,  nine  acres  at 
the  south  side  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
river  Ouse  ;  out  of  the  several  fen  called 
Priest's  Croft,  one  acre  at  the  south  end 
thereof  next  tlie  river  Onsei  out  of  the 
greater  fen  ground  called  Hill  Doles,  twelve 
acres  and  twenty  perches  at  the  north  side 
thereof  next  Haddenbam  small  fen  j  out  of 
the  ieiser  fen  ground  called  Hill  Doles  three 
acres,  one  rood  and  twenty  perches,  at  the 
north  end  thereof  next  Sutton  Mead  lands  j 
out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  called  Over 
Delfs  and  Piogles,  being  eighteen  in  num- 
ber, lying  on  the  south  side  of  Erith  causey, 
between  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Edward 
Carter  and  Henry  White,  forty-two  acres,  as 
the  same  is  already  by  lock  spits  or  small 
trenches  proportion  ably  divided  and  set  out 
at  the  south  end  of  every  of  the  said  eigh- 
teeo  several  fen  grouodd,  abutting  upon  the 
river  Ouse ;  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds 
called  Nether  Delfs,  lying  between  Erith 
Causey  and  the  said  fen  called  Gaul  Fen, 
being  fifteeii  in  number,  twenty -nine  acres, 
three  roods  and  twenty -two  perches^  as  the 
same  is  already  also  set  out  proportion  ably, 
andby  lockspits  or  small  trenches  severed  and 
divided  from  every  of  the  said  fifteen  several 
fen  grounds  ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
now  or  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of 
Henry  White,  lying  next  Ewell  Fen,  one 
acre  and  ten  perches  at  the  north  end  there- 
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J?,  abutting  opon  the  bank  of  Ewell  Fen 

iforesaid;  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds 

low  or  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of 

rhomas  Pamplin,  Gent.,  lying  on  the  north 

iide  of  Erith  Causey,  two  roods  at  the  east 

?nd  thereof,  abutting  upon  the  angle  of  the 

said  Causey  ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 

called  Calley  Croft,  lying  on  the  north  side 

>f  Erith  Causey,  two  roods  and  eight  perches 

at  the  west  end  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 

laid  Causey ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 

of  Humberston  March,  Esq.  lying  on  the 

Dorth  side  of  Erith  Causey,  one  acre  at  the 

west  end   thereof;   out  of  the   several   fen 

ground  now  or  late  of  Richard  Wine,  Gent., 

lying  on  the  north  side  of  Erith  Causey,  near 

Erith  Bridge,  one  rood  and  ten  perches  at 

the  east  part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the  said 

ground  of  Humberston  March   aforesaid  ; 

and  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  lying  be- 
tween Audrey*Causey  and  Ewell  Fen  afore- 
said, two  roods  and  thirty  perches  at  the 

south  end  thereof         -  -  -     138    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  Wilburtao. 

longing  toWilburton,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely 

and  county  of  Cambridge,  one  hundred  se- 
venteen acres  and  two  roods  out  of  the  fens 
called  Skeg  Fen  and  Rush  Fen,  at  the  west 
sides  of  the  said  fens,  abutting  upon  the 
common  fens  ofHaddenharo,  the  river  Ouse 
and  the  hard  lands  of  Wilberton  aforesaid  -     117    2    0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Wilberton  aforesaid,  six  acres 
and  two  roods,  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  Sir  Miles  Sandys, 
Knight,  fifteen  perches  abutting  upon  Skeg 
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Fen;  out  of  the  several  ground  now  or  late 

of  Ware,    yeomao^     Ihirtj   perches 

abuLtiog  also  upon  Skeg  Fen;  out  of  the 
several  fen  grouud  now  or  laic  of  ■■  ■  — 
SanderSj  yeoman,  fifteen  perches  abutting 
also  upon  Skeg  Fen  ;  and  out  of  the  several 
fen  ground  of  Thomas  Towers,  Gent,  six 
acres  and  twenty  perches  at  the  west  part 
thereof,  abutting  also  upon  Skeg  Fen  and 
the  bank  of  the  river  Oase 

Out  of  the  common  feo  grounds  of  or  be* 
longing  to  Strelham  and  The E ford  in  the 
said  Isle  of  Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge, 
one  hundred  twenty- two  acres  and  two  roods 
out  of  the  mow  fen  of  Strelham  aforesaid, 
called  Chair  Feu  Plain »  at  the  east  side 
thereofi  abutling  upon  Cbiitering  Bike  and 
the  river  Quae  -  -  -     17^ 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Stretham  and  Thetford  aforesaid,  ^ 
seventy-seven  acres  and  two  roods,  (that  is 
to  say)  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Sir 
Miles  Sandys,  K nighty  sixty  acres ;  out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  called  Fidwell  Fen, 
at  the  south-east  end  thereof,  abutting 
upon  the  severals  of  Wickin  and  the  Joyst 
Fen  in  Water  Beach  ;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  called  Langmore,  two  acres  and  one 
rood  at  the  nortli-west  end  thereof,  next  the 
common  fen  called  Gould's  Moor ;  and  out 
of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Thetford  afore- 
said, called  the  Boat's  Gangs,  fifteen  acres 
and  one  rood ;  (viz.)  the  intire  several  fen 
ground  called  the  Long  Roods,  abutting  upon 
Wickin  FcDj  containing  nine  acres  one  rood 
and    ten    perches ;    the  intire   fen   ground 
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[called  ihe  Short  Roods*  abutling  upon  So- 

lliarn  Fen,  cootaining   Iwo   acres   and    five- 

ind-twenty    perches ;    out    of    the    several 

[ground   of  Oliver   Cromwel,    Gent,   called 

[iVloonshell,  thirty-five  perches  at  the  south 

«ide  thereof,    abutting   upon    the    said  fen 

called  Short  Roods;   out  of  the  several  fen 

»of  John  Gislingham^  Gent,  called  the  Lot, 
Ihirty-five  perches  at  the  east  end  thereof, 
abutting  upon  the  Common  Lots  ;  the  intire 
fen  ground  called  Common  Lots,  abutting 
,fipoD  the  Long  Roods  aforesaid,  containing 
(two  acres  and  three  roods ;  and  the  intire 
ICoinmoa  Lot  lying  near  Harriniorc  House, 
|between  the  frivers  Ouse  and  Grant,  con- 
fining two  roods  and  fifteen  perches 
Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
Honging  to  the  town  and  ciiy  of  Ely,  in  the 
I taid  Isle  of  Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge, 
Ejne  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
[(that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  common  fen  called 
f  Li  tile  Shell  or  East  Eaatmore,  ninety- two 
acres  at  the  west  side  thereof,  abutting  upon 
the  common  fen  called  Great  Shell ;  and  the 
said  intire  common  fen  called  Great  Shell, 
crontainiDg  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
£<>rty-€ight  acres 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
IcDnging  unto  the  town  and  city  of  Ely 
SL  foresaid,  two  hundred  twenty  and  four  acres, 
(  t^hat  is  to  say)  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
o^^or  belonging  to  Shippcy  Farm,  forty  acres 
a^t,  the  south  part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
c^c>Qi[non  fen  called  Great  Shell ;  out  of  the 
^^veral  fen  ground  of  or  belonging  to  Quanle 
I  *^ aria  near  Stuotny,  one  intire  fen  ground 
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caHed  tlie  Bje,  etjcom passed  with  the  com- 
mon fens  of  Ely,  conlainiDg  twelve  acres ; 
out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  William 
March,  Esq,  called SpainDelf^ljiog  near  unta 
Shippey  Farni*  eight  acres  at  the  north-east 
end  thereof;  ogt  of  the  sev^r^l  feo  grounds 
of  or  belonging  to  Thorney  Farm,  forty- 
seven  acres  at  the  south-east  part  thereof^ 
abutting  upon  the  several  fen  grounds  of 
Norney  Farm  and  the  several  fen  ground  of 
Sir  Robert  Heath,  Knigbt»  in  Sobam,  called 
Great  MetUm ;  out  of  the  several  fen 
grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Norney  Farm, 
fleventy-nine  acres  abutting  westward  upon 
the  Black  Bank^  northward  upon  the  grounds 
of  Thorney  Farm,  and  southward  and  east- 
ward upon  the  residue  of  the  s^ui^  fen 
ground  of  Norn,ey ;  qu^  of  the  several  fen 
grounds  late  of  or  belonging  to  Sir  Siuiou 
Steward,  Knight,  lying  in  StUiPtny  Farm, 
two  and  twenty  acres  at  the  e^st  part  there- 
of, abutting  upon  the  grounds  of  Norney 
Farm  ;  out  of  eight  several  feo  grounds 
lying  between  tht  common  fena  called  Oun- 
fital,  the  several  grounds  pf  Thorney  Farm 
and  Stock  Lpde,  twelve  acresi  as  the  same 
ia  lockspitted  and  set  out  at  the  north-ea&t 
ends  of  the  same  grounds  abutting  upon 
Stock  Lode  aforesaid  and^  the  grounds  of 
Thorney  Farm  aforesaid  j  and  out  of  the 
several   fen  grounds  of  Bream  Farm,  four 

acres  at  the  south-east  end  thereof  neJtt  the  

KiverOuse  -  -  -     «24    0     C 

Out  of  the  (jommon  fens  of  or  belonging 
lo  Stuntny,  thirty-two  acres  abutting  east* 
ward  upon  Spl^at^i  Causey,  and  southward 
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D  the  coromoo  fens  of  Soham,  called  the 
Borders.  -  -  *       52     O     0 

Out  of  the  iDiercommoD  fen  grounds  of  or  Littieport, 

belonging  to  EJy  Downbam  and  Littleport 

in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely  aod  county  of  Cam* 

bridge,  or  to  some  or  one   of  them,  four 

thousand  two    hundred  and   ninety   acres  ; 

(that  is  to  say)  onre  intire  common  fen  called 

Lowell     Moor,     containing    one     himdred 

tevenly-foar  acres ;   and  the  residue,  being 

four   thousand     one    hundred   and    sixteen 

acres,  out  of  the  great  common  fen  called 

Whelp  Moor  abulting  north-eastward  upon 

part   of  the   same  fen,   lying  near  Priests 

Houses,  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Thomas 

3ibbon>   Esq.  ;     the    several    fen   grounds 

railed   Redmore  Grounds,  and  the  several 

5en  grounds  of  William  Heveningbam,  Esq.; 

ind  southward  upon  the  said  common  fen 

called  Lowell   Moor;  the  common  fen  of 

Sly,  called  Great  Shell,  and  the  several  feu 

pounds  of  Shippy  Farm  and  Spain  Delf,  and 

oward   the  norlh-west  upon  the  river  Ouse  4290    0    O 
Out  of  the  several   fen  grounds  of  or  be- 

onging  to  Littleport  aforesaid  seven  hun- 

led  acres;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  several 

sibanked  fen  ground  of  or  belonging  to  Sir 

9 lies  Sandys,   Knight  and   Baronet,  three 

undred  acres  at  the  north-east  end  thereof, 

flatting   north-westward  upon  the  several 

^n  ground  of  Thomas  Towers,  Gent,  north- 

•^tward  upon  the  several  fen  ground  of  Sir 

Henry   Willoughby,   Knight,   and  Thomas 

Fyrel,  Gent,  and  south-eastward   upon  a 

close,  parcel  of  the  same  imbanked  grounds, 
be  bank  of  the  said  groands  near  unto 
t2 
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the  house  called  the  Chain  House  near  the 
river  Oase ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 
orheloDging  to  Thomas  Towers,  Gent,  called 
Crouchmore,  seventy  acres  abutting  upon 
the  several  fen  grouuds  of  Sir  Henry  Wil- 
loughbji  Kaight^  and  the  said  in  banked 
grounds  of  Sir  Miles  Sandys  aforesaid  ;  out 
of  the  several  fen  ground  of  or  belonging  to 
Williain  Hawkins,  Gent,  called  also  Crouch- 
more,  fifty-five  acres  at  the  north  pari  of  the 
same  fen,  abutting  upon  the  common  fen 
called  Hale  Fen,  and  the  several  fen  ground 
of  Sir  Henry  Willonghby,  Knight;  out  of 
the  Several  fen  ground  of  Thomas  Tyrell, 
Geot,  lying  near  Priests  Houses^  twenty- 
seven  acres  at  the  west  end  of  the  same 
ground;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  late 
of  Nicholas  Milsop,  lying  near  Apeshall, 
called  the  Wood-ground,  fourteen  acres  at 
the  Borth-wcst  part  of  the  same  ground, 
abutting  upon  Westmore  and  the  several 
grounds  of  Apeshall  Farm  aforesaid  ;  out 
of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  belonging  lo 
to  Apeshall  Farm  aforesaid  thirty  acres  ;  out 
of  the  several  fen  called  Garners,  abutting 
upon  the  common  fen  called  Westmore  and 
the  river  Welney ;  out  of  the  several  fen 
grounds  now  or  late  of  Henry  Milsop,  Gent, 
twenty-acres ;  out  of  the  several  fen  called 
Archdeacon  Croft,  at  the  west  part  thereof 
abutting  upon  the  said  several  fen  ground  of 
Thomas  Milsop  and  the  said  river  of  Wel- 
ney ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  called 
Code's  Croft,  five  acres,  two  roods,  and 
twelve  perches  at  the  north-west  side  of  the 
same  ground ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 


F  Thomas  Crab,  five  acres,  two  roods,  and 
irel ve  perches  at  the  north-west  side  thereof; 
it  of  the  several  feu  ground  of  Roger  Coll  in, 
iree  acres,  one  rood,  aod  ten  perches  at  the 
)uth-east  side  thereof;  oat  of  the  several 
Q  ground  of  John  Smith,  adjoining  to  the 
icarage  Croft,  one  acre,  three  roods,  and 
renty-five  perches  at  the  north-west  side 
r  the  same  ground ;  out  of  the  adjoining 
rveral  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  John  Home, 
le  acre,  three  roods,  and  twenty-five  perches 
:  the  south-east  side  of  the  same  ground;  out 
F  the  several  fen  ground  of  John  Hand,  four 
2res,  one  rood,  and  thirty  perches  at  the 
^rth-vvest  side  thereof;  out  of  the  adjoining 
tveral  fen  ground  of  Widow  Alderton,  four 
:rea,  one  rood,  and  thirty  perches  at  the 
»ath-east  side  thereof  5  out  of  the  adjoining 
rveral  fen  ground  of  William  Cooke,  three 
!res  and  twenty  perches  at  the  north-west 
de  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
>w  or  late  of  Thomas  Wadle,  three  roods 
id  twenty  perches  at  the  east  side  thereof; 
it  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  William 
oats,  lying  near  Cambridge  Croft,  one  acre 
id  thirty- two  perches  at  the  north  end 
lereof;  out  of  the  adjoining  several  ten 
round  of  Andrew  Neale,  three  roods  and 
lent  J  perches  at  the  north  end  thereof;  out 
Fthe  adjoining  several  ground  of  Thomas 
rabhe,  one  acre  and  twenty  perches  at 
le  west  end  thereof  next  Welney  River ; 
at  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  John  Vernell, 
He  acre  and  fifteen  perches  at  the  north  side 
hereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 
fchn  Day  adjoining  unto  Bell  Croft,  five 
•cres,  three  roods,  and  twenty -five  perchcf 
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at  ihe  south  side  thereof;  oat  of  the  several 
fen  ground  late  of  Jane  Chambers,  two  acres> 
two  roodsj  and  thirty  perches  at  the  eastern 
corner  thereof;  out  of  the  adjoining  several 
fen  ground  of  Willi  am  Smitfaj  one  acre^  three 
roods,  and  fifteen  perches  at  the  south  side 
thereof;    out  of  the  several   fen  ground  of 
George  Wilson,  one  acre,  three  roods,  and 
fifteen   perches  at   the   north  side  thereof; 
oat  of  the  adjoiDing  several  fen  ground  now 
or  late  of  John  Payne,  one  acre,  two  roods, 
and  thirty  perches  at  the  south  side  of  the 
same  ground  ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  John  Goates^  lying  near  the  grounds  of 
Apshall  Farm,  three  acres,  one   rood,  and 
thirty  perches  at  the  north-west  side  thereof; 
out  of  the  adjoining  several  fen  ground  of 
Kobert  Asptand,  one  acre,  two  roods,  and 
twenty-five  perches  at  the  south-east  side 
thereof;  out  of  the  adjoining  several  fer^ 
ground  now  or  late  of  Thomas  Milsop,  one 
acre,  two  roods,  and  twenty-five  perches  at 
the   north-west   »ide   thereof ;     out   of  the 
several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  Robert 
Groom,  two  acres,  one  rood,  and  twenty -five 
perches  at  the  south-east  side  thereof;   out 
of  the   several    fen   ground   of    Sir   Miles 
Sandys,  Knight  and  Baronet,  six  acres  and 
fifteen  perches  at  the  north  end  of  the  ground 
adjoining  to  New  Dike ;    out  of  the  several 
fen  ground  of  John  Milsop,  six  acres,  one 
rood,  and  ten  perches  at  the  south-east  side 
thereof  abutting  upon  New  Dike ;    out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  of  Henry  Meadows, 
seven  acres,  two  roods,  and  thirty  perches  at 
the  west  side  of  the  same  ground  j   out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  Robert 


Alexander,  one  acre,  two  roods,  and  twenly 
perches  at  the  east  side  thereof;  out  of  the 
adjoiniog  several  feii  ground  of  William 
Haukinsj  two  acres  sind  t^n  perches  at  the 
west  side  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  now  or  late  of  John  Crabbe,  adjoioirig 
to  ibe  ground  called  the  Common  Acre, 
three  acres  at  the  north  end  thereof ;  out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  now  of  late  of  Tho- 
mas Milsop  the  elder^,  adjoining  to  Arch- 
deacon Croft,  three  acres  arid  one  rood  at 
the  south  end  of  the  same  ground  abutting 
upon  Welney  River;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  now  or  late  of  Richard  White,  adjoin- 
ing to  ihe  afore- mentioned  ground  of  Thomas 
Milsop,  one  acre,  one  rood,  and  fifteen 
perches  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  same 
ground  next  Welney  River ;  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  William 
Wright,  three  acres  and  three  roods  on  the 
west  side  thereof  adjoining  to  the  ground 
belonging  to  Welney  Chapel ;  out  of  the 
said  several  fen  ground  belonging  to  Welney 
Chapel,  one  acre  at  the  east  corner  thereof ; 
out  of  the  adjoining  several  fen  ground  of 
Christopher  Clark,  two  acres  and  three  roods 
pt  the  west  side  thereof;  out  of  tie  several 
fen  ground  now  or  late  of  Nicholas  Veres, 
I  one  acre,  two  roods,  and  twenty  perches  at 
phe  south-east  side  of  the  same  ground ;  out 
of  the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of 
Richard  Mares,  one  acre,  one  rood,  and 
twenty  perches  at  the  west  side  lliereof; 
Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of 
Thomas  Sharp,'  three  acres,  two  roods,  and 
^ijventy  perches  at  the  west  side  thereof ; 
>tit  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Thoinai 
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WilsoD^  near  adjoining  to  the  fen  ground 
called  the  Hundred  Acres,  three  acres  and 
one  rood  at  the  east  side  thereof;  out  of  the 
adjoining  feu  ground  now  or  late  of  Thomas 
Milsop,  nine  acres,   one  rood,   and   twelve 
perches  at  the  west  side  thereof  $  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  Richard  Ward,  three 
acres  at  the  east  part  thereof  j  out  of  the 
several  ground  of  Robert  Lukin,  Esq.;  being 
part  of  the  ground  called  the  Hundred  Acres, 
fourteen  acres  at  the  west  side  thereof;  out 
of  the  several  ground  of  Widow  Crah^  being 
also  part  of  the  ground  called  the  Hundred 
Acres,  sixteen  acres  and  three  roods  at  the 
west  side  thereof;   out  of  the  several   fen 
ground  of  John  Cole,  Gent,  adjoining  to  the 
ground    called  Garners,  seven    acres>   two 
roods,   and   ten   perches   at   the    east   part 
thereof  abutting  upon  Welney  River;   out 
of  the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of 
VVilHam  Johnson,  four  acres  and  two  rood& 
at  the  north-west  corner  thereof  abutting 
upon  Welney  River ;  out  of  the  several  fen 
grounds  of  —  Goats,  Yeoman,  adjoining 
to  the  Common   Acre,  three  roods  and  tCQ 
perches  at  the  north* west  side  thereof;  out 
of  the  several  fen  ground  of  John  Day,  ad- 
joining to  the  common  acre,  one  acre,  two 
roods,  and  twenty  perches  at  the  south-west 
end  thereof;   out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  Thomas  Plumme  and  Thomas  Clarke, 
one  acre  and  ten  perches  at  the  south  end 
thereof  next  the  wood  grounds  of  Apshall 
Farm  ;  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of 
Samuel  Kinswick,  at  the  south  end  thereof, 
one  acre,  one  rood,  and  ten  perches ;  out  of 
the  several  ground  now  or  late  of  Thomas 
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aynter,  one  acre,  two  roods,  and  twelve 
ercbes  at  the  south-west  end  thereof  j  out 
r  the  several  fen  ground  of  John  Hand, 
ijoining  unto  the  fen  ground  called  Apshall 
^oresaid,  one  acre,  one  rood,  and  twenty 
grches  at  the  south-west  end  thereof;  out 
F  the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of 
ho  mas  Bough  ton,  thr«e  roods  aod  twenty 
erches  at  the  north- west  part  of  the  same 
round  ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  now 
r  late  of  John  Glasier,  one  acre  and  thirty- 
re  perches  at  the  north-west  end  thereof ; 
it  of  the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of 
honias  Mihopj  called  Whinne-bush  Croft, 
iree  acres  aod  twenty  perches  at  the  north- 
est  part  thereof;  and  out  of  the  several 
round  called  Cambridge  Crofts^  eight 
cres,  two  roods^  and  ten  perches  at  the  west 
ide  thereof  abutting  upon  Welney  River 
nd  the  Mare  Fen         -  -  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  or  be- 
Bging  to  Thomas  Gibbon^  Esq.,  lyiiig 
between  the  common  fen  called  Whelp 
^oor,  and  the  river  of  Brandon^  one  hun- 
ped  and  ninety  acres  at  the  south  end 
hereof  abutting  upon  the  fen  grounds  called 
I  more  Grounds         ,  -  - 

>ut  of  I  he  several   fen    grounds    called 
Imore  Grounds,  lying  between  the  said 
imonfen  called  Whelpmorc  and  the  river 
Brandon,  one  hundred  twenty- six  acres 
tlie  south  part  of  the  same  grounds^  abut- 
mg  upon  the  several  fen  ground  of  Wil- 
^^H  Heveninghamj  Esq.,  and  the  said  river 
^  Brandon   -  -  -  - 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
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longing  to  Dowtiham,  in  the  said  N!e  of 
Ely  and  counly  of  Cambridge,  called  West 
FeD,  three  hundred  eighty-eight  acre*  and 
two  roods  abutling  south-westward  upon  the 
common  fen  grounds  called  Pye  Moor  aud 
Ash  well  Moor 

Out  of  the  aeveral  fen  ground  of  John 
Carter,  lying  near  Down  ham  Hive,  one  acre 
and  two  roods  at  the  north-east  corner  thereof 

Wcflaioor.  Out  of  the  great  intercommoD   fen  called 

Westmoorand  Cranmoor,  in  the  said  Isle  of 
Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge,  five  thousand 
acres,  (that  is  to  say)  three  thousand  acres 
on  the  south  side  of  Bedford  River,  bounded 
north-westward  with  the  same  river,  eastward 
wUh  Welney  River  and  the  several  fen 
grounds  of  Littleport  and  Welney  adjoining 
to  the  said  river  of  Welnej^,  and  westward 
with  Oxewillow  Lode;  and  the  residue,  be- 
ing two  thousand  acres,  out  of  that  part  of 
the  said  fen  that  lieth  on  the  north  side  of 
Bedford  River  aforetaid^  abut  ling  upon  the 
said  river  and  Oxewillow  Lode  aforesaid      -  5000 

Coteiiey*  Out  of  the  Common  fen  gronnd  cttlled  Hale 

Fen,  lying  in  or  near  Coveney  in  the  §aid 
Isle  of  Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  abutting  eastward 
upon  the  hard  lands  of  Coveney,  and  the 
gravel'way  leading  to  Coveney,  and  on  all 
other  parts  upon  the  residue  of  the  same  fen 
Out  of  one  other  common  fen  groand 
lying  in  or  near  Coveney  aforesaid,  called 
Ashwell  Moor  or  Sedge  Fen,  four  hundred 
twenty-three  acres,  abutting  eastward  upon 
Pye  Moor,  westward  upon  the  several  fen 
ground  of  Coveney  called  Hale  Fen,  and 
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borthward   upon    VV^eat   Fen    in   Dowab.^tii 

aforesaid        -  -  ^  ^     4^23     0     0 

Oat  of  the  several  fen  grouods  of  or  be* 
longing  to  Coveney  aforesaid,  called  the 
Great  Dams,  one  hundred  fifty-seven  acres, 
three  roods  and  ten  perches  ;  (that  is  to  say) 
out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  John  Da- 
vies,  three  acres*  two  roods  and  ten  perches 
at  the  north-west  end  thereof;  ont  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  Thomas  Whine^  junior, 
three  acrcs^  one  rood  and  twenty-four  per* 
ches  at  the  south-east  end  thereof;  out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  of  William  Smith, 
two  acres,  three  roods  and  thirty-six  perches 
at  the  south-west  side  thereof;  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  Thomas 
Watson,  three  acres,  three  roods  and  twenty 
perches  at  the  north-west  end  thereof;  oat 
of  the  several  fen  ground  now  oi  late  of 
John  Watson,  two  acres,  three  roods  and 
thirty  perches  at  the  north-west  end  thereof; 
out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Joan  Pope, 
widow,  ten  acres^  two  roods  and  ten  perches 
at  the  north-west  end  thereof;  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  John  Linwood,  eigh- 
teen acres  and  fifteea  perches  at  the  norths 
west  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fep 
ground  of  Richard  Gooday,  seventeen  acres, 
three  roods  and  ten  |>erches  at  the  north- 
west end  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  of  Thooias  Smith,  three  acres  and 
one  rood  at  the  east  corner  thereof;  out  of 
the  several  fen  i^ouud  of  John  Smith,  three 
acres  and  thirby-Jive  pcfches  at  the  south- 
cast  corner  tbercof;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground    of  TbotnaiS   Winter,   swljoiniog   to 
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Covency  Lode,  nine  acres  at  the  norlh-east 
side  thereof  i  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  Robert  Matthews,  eight  acres,  three  roods 
and  ten  perches  at  the  north  side  thereof; 
out  of  ihe  several  fen  ground  of  Humber- 
stone  March,  Esq.,  abutting  upon  Coveney 
Lode  and  the  way  leading  unto  Biall  Fen, 
eighteen  acres  and  twenty  perches  at  the 
south-east  end  thereof;  one  intire  fen  ground 
of  William  Sharp,  Gent,,  lying  between 
Biall  Fen  and  the  way  leading  from  Biall 
F"en  to  Coveney,  containing  sixteen  acres 
and  two  roods;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  of  Peter  Rider,  one  acre  and  thirty 
perches  at  the  south-west  end  thereof;  out 
of  the  several  fen  ground  of  John  Whinne, 
three  acres,  two  roods  and  ten  perches  at  the 
east  end  thereof;  one  intire  several  fen 
ground,  lying  bet^veen  Biall  Fen  and  the 
ground  of  Robert  Andrews,  containing  four- 
teen acres  and  two  roods;  and  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  Peter  Andrews,  six- 
teen acres,  one  rood  and  thirty  perches  at 
the  east  end  thereof     -  *  -     157    3  1^ 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be* 
longing  to  Coveney  aforesaid^  called  the 
New  Dams,  fifty- five  acres,  two  roods,  and 
fifteen  perches ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  Francis  Sanderson, 
two  acres  and  one  rood  at  the  tiorth  end 
thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 
Mary  Rusdcn,  one  acre,  one  rood  and  fif- 
teen perches  at  the  north  end  thereof;  one 
intire  several  fen  ground  of  Robert  Mat- 
thews abutting  westward  upon  the  hard 
lands    of    Coveney,     containing     fourteen 
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cres;  oat  of  the  several  fL-n  ground  of 
ohn  Cocke,  three  acres  at  the  east  end 
bereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
ailed  the  Town  Dam,  three  acres  at  the 
ast  end  thereof;  and  three  intire  several 
*n  gounds  of  William  Sharp,  Gent-  lying 
>gether  and  abutting  upon  Aahvvell  Moor 
nd  the  hard  lands  of  Coven ey,  containing 
liirty-two  acres  »  _  « 

■Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
jnging  to  Coveney  aforeiaid,  called  Hall 
'en,  thirty  acres,  three  roods  and  thirty 
erches,  at  the  east  side  thereof  abutting 
pon  Ash  well  Moor     -  -  . 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
^Qging  to  Coveney  aforesaid,  called  Block 
loors,  nineteen  acres,  one  rood,  and  five 
•erches;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  three 
Everal  fen  grounds  of  John  Watson,  Agnes 
Vatson,  and  Hellen  Watson,  one  rood 
.-piece  at  the  north  ends  of  the  same 
rronnds;  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds 
)f  Mosea  Whitecake,  three  roods  and 
thirty- four  perches  at  the  north- west  end 
-hereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 
'ohn  Gavestock,  three  roods  and  thirty 
»erchc8  at  the  north-west  end  thereof;  out 
t  the  several  feo  ground  of  Mary  Allen, 
pee  roods  and  thirty-five  perches  at  the 
►uth-weat  side  thereof;  out  of  the  two 
^cral  fen  grounds  of  John  Kaje  and  John 
Bl,  Clerk,  one  rood  and  thirty-eight 
bches  a-piece  at  the  north* west  ends  of 
fe  same  grounds ;  out  of  the  several  feu 
d  of  Robert  Andrews^  one  acre  and 
ooda  at  the  north-west  end  thereof; 
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out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Henry 
Biddk^  one  acre,  two  roods  and  ten  perches 
at  the  north  end  thereof ;  out  of  the  several 
fen  ground  of  Katharine  Winter,  fire  acres 
and  thirty  perches  at  the  west  side  thereof; 
out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Elizabeth 
Barher,  three  acres,  three  roods  and  ten 
perches  at  the  west  side  thereof;  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  Richard  Guntoo,  one 
rood  and  thtrtj-Pour  perches  at  the  north 
end  thereof;  oot  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  Thomas  Meakes,  one  rood  and  twenty- 
six  perches  at  the  n^orth  end  thereof;  and 
one  inlire  fen  of  William  Sharp,  Gent,  ad- 
joining eastward  upon  the  hard  lands  of 
Coveney,  containing  one  acre  and  three 
roods  -  ^  -  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Cbveney  aforesaid,  called  the 
Pjngles,  thirteen  acres,  one  rood,  and  twenty 
perches;  (that  is  to  say)  one  intire  several 
fen  ground  of  Thomas  Winter,  lyrng  be- 
tween the  hard  lands  of  Coveney  artd 
Coveney  Lode,  contaimng  eleven  acres; 
and  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  now  or 
late  of  Thomas  Hohhie  and  Francis  San- 
derson^ two  acres,  one  rood  and  twenty 
perches  at  the  north-west  end  thereof 

Out  of  the  great  intercommon  fen  ground; 
called  Biali  Fen,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  and 
county  of  Cambridge,  two  thousand  and 
two  hundred  acres  j  (that  is  to  say)  two 
thousand  acres  abutting  upon  the  nortlr- 
west  side  of  Bedford  River,  and  westward 
upon  Langwood  Fen  and  Wicham  Mead 
Laods^  and    south-westward    upon   Gaule 


19     I 


13     I  20" 


AFFJiN0fX. 


287 


Feo  in  Mepall ;  and  two  hundred  acret 
abultiog  upon  the  soulh-eaat  aide  of  Bed- 
ford River  and  OxwUlow  Lode    -  -  3200 

Oat  of  the  commoQ  Teo  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Maney,  in  th€  said  Isle  of  Ely 
and  county  of  Cambridge,  called  the  Daina, 
abultiog  upoo  Stooey  Fen,  two  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  at  the  west  side  thereof 
abutiog  upon  Twisle  Lode 

Oat  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be* 
longing  lo  Maoey  aforesaid,  twenty  acres ; 
^that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  several  feo 
grounds  of  Eobert  Neale^  adjoining  to  the 
Dams  of  Maney  aforesaid^  ten  acres  abut* 
ting  upon  Twisle  Lode  and  Sloney  Fen  in 
Dodington ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  Thomas  Sisson^  lying  next  CraDmorep 
three  acres  at  the  east  aide  thereof;  out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  of  Richard  Well  bit?, 
tbirty-six  perches  at  the  north  eod  thereof; 
out  of  the  several  fea  ground  of  George 
Wright^  one  rood  and  six  perches  at  the 
north  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  of  Nathaniel  Thione,  two  roods  at 
the  north  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several 
fen  ground  of  John  Sisson^  two  roods  atid 
twenty  perches  at  the  south  corner  thereof; 
out  of  the  several  fea  ground  of  Wil- 
liam Jenes,  one  rood  and  thirty  perches 
at  the  east  corner  thereof;  out  of  the  se- 
veral fen  ground  of  Oliver  G  alio  way ,  two 
roods  and  thirty  perches  at  the  south  end 
thereof^  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 
Jeremy  Freeman^  one  rood  and  thirty- four 
perches  at  the  west  end  thereof;  out  of  the 
several  Holt  fea  grounds  of  John  Goulden^ 
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two  roods  and  twenty  perches  at  the  south 
end  thereof;  out  of  the  seven  tlolL  fen 
ground  of  John  Hill,  twenty  perches  at  the 
south  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  of  William  Harrison,  two  roods  at 
the  south  end  thereof;  and  out  of  the  se- 
veral feu  ground  of  WilUaui  Freeman,  two 
acres,  two  roods  and  four  perches  at  the 
south-east  side  thereof  -  -       20     0     oj 

Out  of  the  common  fen  ground  called  Pye 
Moor  near  Wicbford,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely 
and  county  of  Cambridge^  one  hundred  fifty- 
Iwo  acres  abutting  upon  Bownhani  West 
Fen  and  Ash  well  Moor  -  -     152     0 

Ont  of  the  common  fen  ground  called 
GruDtey  Fen,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely  and 
county  of  Caoibridge,  four  hundred  twenty- 
six  acres  abutting  north-westward  upon  the 
hard  lands,  and  on  all  other  parts  encom- 
passed With  the  residue  of  the  said  (qu        -     426     0    0^ 

Out  of  the  common  fen  ground  of  or  be^ 
longiog  to  Wicham  io  the  said  Isle  of  Ely 
and  county  of  Cambridge,  called  Widdon, 
ten  acres  abutting  westward  upon  the  several 
fee  grounds  of  Mepall  called  Widdon,  and 
northward  upon  the  several  fen  grounds  of 
Wichain  called  Caw  croft  -  -       10     0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Wi- 
cham called  Cawcroft,  consisting  of  the  lots 
or  doles  of  divers  persons,  twenty-nine  acres 
and  two  roods^  as  the  same  is  lockspitled 
and  set  out  at  the  north  end  of  the  same  lots 
next  Biall  Fen  -  -  -      29     2  ~0^ 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Wi- 
cham aforesaid^ called  Wicham  Mead  Lands, 
thirty  acret  and  two  roods;  (that  is  to  say) 
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out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  George 
Peacock,  Thomas  Gooday  and  John  Merell, 
three  acres  aud  one  rood,  as  the  same  is 
lockspitted,  divided  and  set  out  at  the  west 
end  of  the  same  grounds  abutting  upon 
Mepall  Gaul  Fen ;  out  of  the  lots  or  doles 
lying  between  the  last  mentioned  grounds 
and  the  lot  or  dole  of  John  Belwood,  belong- 
ing to  divers  persons,  twelve  acres,  three 
roods  and  ten  perches,  at  the  north-west 
end  thereof  abutting  upon  Block  Fen ;  out 
of  the  lots  or  doles  lying  between  the  great 
lot  of  George  Peacock  and  the  old  Dairy 
House  of  John  Menrell,  belonging  unto 
divers  persons,  seven  acres,  one  rood  and 
thirty  perches  at  the  south  end  thereof,  abut- 
ting upon  Biall  Fen ;  out  of  the  two  lots  of 
the  said  John  Merell  and  of  —  Chap- 
man, Gent.,  called  North  Doles,  seven  acres, 
as  the  same  is  lockspitted,  divided  and  set 
out,  at  the  north  ends  of  tjbte  same  doles 
abutting  upon  Langwood  Fen         -  -       30    2    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  ground  of  or  be-  Meptll. 

longing  to  Mepall,  in  the  said  Isle  of  £Iy 
and  county  of  Cambridge,  called  Gaule 
Fen,  fifty-three  acres  abutting  upon  the 
north  side  of  Bedford  River,  and  upon 
Biall  Fen      -  -  -  -      53    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Mepall  aforesaid,  called  Wid- 
don,  eight  acres ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  Robert  Brown,  two 
roods  and  two  perches  at  the  north  end 
thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 

Clinch,  lying  next  but  one  to  the 

said  ground  of  Robert  Brown,  three  roods 
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and  eighteen  perches  at  ihe  north-east  end 
thereof  next  Wicham  severals;  out  of  the 
adjoining  several  fen  grounila  of  Thomas 
Whinne,  tliree  roods  and  seventeen  perches 
at  the  north-east  end  thereof;   out  of  the 

several    fee    gronnd   of   ~   Bradford, 

Gent*  one  rood  and  thirty-ftve  perches  at 
the  east  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several 
fen  grounds  of  William  Smith,  two  roods 
and  twelve  perches  at  the  eastern  end 
thereof;  out  of  the  adjoining  several  feo 
ground  of  Thomas  Aspland,  one  acre  at 
the  eastern  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several 
fen  ground  of  John  Phippe,  two  roods  and 
two  perches  at  the  eastern  end  thereof;  out 
of  the  several  fen  ground  of  George  Aspland, 
one  rood  and  ihirty-four  perches  at  the  ea»t 
end  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
in  the  occupation  of  Widow  Smiih,  one 
rood  and  thirty  perches  at  the  east  end 
thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 
Edmund  As  pi  and,  one  rood  and  thirty 
perches  at  the  emi  end  thereof;  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  John  Addams,  three 
roods  and  eight  perches  at  the  east  end 
thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 
John  Whiting,  two  roods  and  eight  perches 
at  the  east  end  thereof;  and  out  of  the  se- 
veral fen  ground  of  William  Whinne,  two 
roods  and  four  perches  at  the  east  end 
thereof  -  _  _  _ 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Mercy 
Carter,  widow,  belonging  to  Mepall  afore- 
said, twenty-five  acres  at  the  north  end  of 
the  gronnd  called  the  Holts 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  in  Mepall 


8    0 
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aforesaid,  called  Fur  Fen,  twelve  acres, 
three  roods  and  four  perches  at  the  south 
side  thereof  abutting  upon  Bedford  River  10    3    4 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  ■ 

Gederilj  Gent,  lying  between  Gaul  Fen  and 
Wicham  Mead  lands,  six  acres  and  two 
roods  at  the  north-west  end  thereof  -        6    2    0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  John 
Phippe,  lying  in  Mepall  aforesaid,  abutting 
npon  Block  Fen,  one  acre  and  twenty-two 
perches  at  the  south  end  thereof  -        1     0  22 

Out  of  the  several  £en  ground  of     i   »  ■■ 
Wigmore^  Gent,  lying  in  Mepall  aforesaid^ 
and  joining  unto  Block  Fen,  one  acre,  two 
roods  and  thirty  perches  at  the  north-east 
end  thereof  «  -  <-        1     2  30 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Thomas 
Aspland,  lying  iQ  Mepall  aforesaid,  adjoin- 
ing also  unto  Block  Fen^  one  acre  and  one 
rood,  and  twenty-four  perches  at  the  north 
end  thereof  -  -  -  -        1     1  24 

Out  of  the  several  or  late  inclosed  fen  MepdlMrt- 

grounds  of  Mepall  aforesaid,  called  Block 
Fen  or  Block  Moor,  lying  on  the  north  side 
of  Bedford  River,  one  hundred  thirty-nine 
acres  and  two  roods ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of 
the  grounds  of  Thomas  Whinne,  and  divers 
others,  lying  together  undivided,  adjoining 
unto  North  Fen  in  Sutton,  fourteen  acres, 
three  roods  and  five  perches  abutting  upon 
Bedford  River  aforesaid ;  one  intire  fen 
ground  of  John  Whinne,  abutting  upon 
Sutton  North  Fen,  containing  one  acre  and 
two  roods;  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds 
of  Thomas  Aspland,  John  Adams,  James 
Adcroft,   Richard  Holding,   WilUam  Bird, 

u  2 
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and  Widow  Ratham,  adjoining  unto  Suttonr 
North  Fen^  eleven  acres^  three  roods  and 
ten  perches^  as  the  same  is  proportionably 
set  out  and  lock-spitted,  at  the  west  ends 
of  the  same  grounds  next  Sutton  North 
Fen  aforesaid;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  of  Thomas  Aspland  the  Elder^  ad- 
joining to  Sutton  North  Fen,  three  acres 
and  thirty  perches  at  the  north  side  thereof; 
out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Widow 
Brown,  adjoining  upon  Sutton  North  Fen, 
two  acres,  two  roods  and  ten  perches  at 
the  west  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several 
fen  grounds  lying  between  the  said  ground 
of  Widow  Brown,  North  Fen  in  Sutton,  the 
grounds  of  Chatteresse,  and  the  way  in  Me- 
pall  Block  Fen,  sixty  acres,  three  roods  and 
thirty-four  perches,  proportionably  set  ontr 
lockspitted  and  divided  from  every  of  the 
said  grounds ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  ■  Wigmore,  Gent,  abutting  upon 

Bedford  River  and  the  way  in.  Block  Fen,, 
one  acre  abutting  upon  Bedford  River 
aforesaid;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  Mercy  Carter,  Widow,  lying  between 
Fur  Fen  and  the  way  in  Block  Fen,  eighteen 
acres  and  fifteen  perches  at  the  north  end 
of  the  same  grounds;  out  of  the  several 
ground  of  George  Wabie,  adjoining  unt6 
Fur  Fen,  three  acres  at  the  east  end 
thereof;  oat  of  the  several  fen  ground  of 
George  Aspland,  adjoining  upon,  two  fen 
grounds  of  Widow  Ratham,  two  acres, 
three  roods  fend  thirty-two  perches;  out 
of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Thomas 
Whinne,   lying    between    the   grounds   of 
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rd    Cooper   and   John    Adams,  three 

it  the  west  end  of  the  same  ground ; 

r    the   several   fen    ground   of   John 

I,  lying  between  the  grounds  of  Tho- 

Vhinne  and  William  Whinoe,  three 

and    ten   perches   at   the  north   side 

f;  out  of  the  next  adjoining  several 

)nnd  now  or  late  of  William  Whinne, 

acres  and  one  rood  at  the  east  end 

f  I  out  of  the  next  adjoining  several 

ound  now  or  late  of  Thomas  Whinne^ 

icresy  two  roods  and  eighteen  perches : 

at  of  the  several  fen  grounds  now  or 

if  Richard   Cooper,   adjoining  upon  : 

Fen  in  Chateresse,  six  acres,  two  roods, 

hirty-six   perches   at  the  north  side 

f  -  -  -  .     139    2    0 

;  of  the  several  fen  ground  called  Middle  Satton  on  tbt 

,  lying  in  Sutton  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely  ^®* 

mnty  of  Cambridge,  thirty-seven  acres 

ng  upon  the  south  side  of  Bedford 

.  37  0  0 
t  of  the  fen  grounds  in  Sutton  afore- 
called  North  Mead-lands  and  South 
-lands,  one  hundred  seventy-five  acres, 
ng  upon  the  Middle  Moor  aforesaid, 
pon  the  north  side  of  the  said  New 
called  Bedford  River  -  -     175     0    0 

t  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Perry 
;1,  Gent,  lying  in  Sutton  aforesaid, 
the  place  called  Sutton  Gravel,  and 
ipassed  with  divers  osier  Holts,  one 
md  one  rood  at  the  east  end  thereof  ]     i     o 

t  of  four  other  antient  several  fen 
ids  in  Sutton  aforesaid,  lying  near  Erith 
ey,  called  Cocks  Nests,  four  acres  and 
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three  roods  f  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the 
belonging  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
one   acre,   two  roods  and   twenty 


nds 


grou 
of  Ely, 


perches,  at  the  south  side  thereof;    out  of 


the  ground  of  • 


Drary,  Gent,  one  acre. 


two  roods,  and  ten  perches  at  the  south  side 

thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of Carter, 

Gent,  three  roods  and  twenty  perches  at  the 
south  side  thereof;  and  out  of  the  grounds 
of  John  Taylour,  two  roods  and  thirty  per- 
ches at  the  south  side  thereof 

Out  of  the  several  or  late  inclosed  fen 
grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Sutton  afore- 
said, lying  on  both  sides  of  the  said  New 
River  called  Bedford  River,  eight  hundred 
sixty  and  two  acres ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of 
the  several  and  late  inclosed  fen  grounds 
lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  said  New 
River,  six  hundred  acres;  (viz.)  out  of  the 
several  fen  grounds  called  Little  Halwood, 
forty  three  acres^  one  rood  and  fifteen  per- 
ches at  the  south  part  of  the  same  ground, 
abutting  upon  the  fen  ground  called  North 
Mead-lands  and  the  West  Water ;  out  of 
the  several  and  late  inclosed  fen  grounds 
lying  in  West  Fen  on  the  north  side  of  Bed- 
ford  River,  being  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
in  number^  two  hundred  fifty-eight  acres, 
three  roods  and  eleven  perches,  as  the  same 
is  already  by  locks  pits  or  small  trenches 
proportionally  set  out  and  divided  from  every 
of  the  said  hundred  and  sixteen  several  fen 
grodnds;  out  of  the  several  and  late  inclosed 
fen  grounds  lying  in  Middle  Fen,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  said  river,  being  eleven  in 
number^  twenty- three  acrei  and  eleven  per- 
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bet,  as  the  same  is  also  already  by  lockspite 

r  small  treDches  proportionally  set  out  and 

ivided  from  every  of  the  said  eleven  several 

in  grrounds;  oat  of  the  several  and  late  in- 

losed  fen  grounds  lying  in  North  Fen^  on 

le  north  side  of  the  said  ri  ver^  being  ninety- 

>ar  in  number,  two  hundred  seventy -four 

cres^  three  roods  and  three  perches^  as  the 

ame  is  also  already  by  lockspits  or  small 

renches  proportionally  set  out  and  divided 

rom  every  of  the  said  ninety^foor  several 

5D  grounds  -  .  «.     Qqq    q    o 

Oat  of  the  several  or  late  inclosed  fen  satton,  Sontk 

ronnds  of  or  belonging  to  Sutton  aforesaid^  °?  Bedford 

iring  on  the  south  side  of  Bedford  River, 
eing  one  hundred  twenty-two  in  number, 
wo  hundred  sixty-two  acres,  as  the  same  is 
Iready  by  lockspits  or  small  trenehes  pro- 
portionally set  out,  severed  and  divided  from 
very  of  the  said  one  hundred  twenty-two 
Qclosed  grounds ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the 
Qclosed  fen  grounds  called  Tween  Ditches, 
»eing  eight  in  number,  fourteen  acres,  as  the 
ame  is  proportionally  set  out  as  aforesaid; 
»at  of  the  late  inclosed  grounds  called 
tfanyman's  Doles,  lying  between  Sutton 
Causey  and  the  way  leading  to  South 
tfead'lands  on  the  south  side  of  Bedford 
iliver,  being  four  in  number,  five  acres,  two 
oods  and  twenty-four  perches,  as  the  same 
s  also  set  out  and  divided  as  aforesaid.  Out 
>f  the  late  inclosed  fen  grounds,  lying  be« 
ween  South  Mead-lands,  the  said  grounds 
sailed  Tween  Ditches,  the  said  grounds  called 
Mlanyman's  Doles,  Sutton,  Gravell,  the  hard 
aads  of  Sutton,  the  grounds  of  divers  men 


396 


APFENBIX. 

in  South  Fen  lying  undivided,  the  ground  of 
Robert  Gun  ton  abutting  upon  Haddeuhant 
Fen,  and  the  common  fen  ground  of  Had- 
denhain  called  Small  Fen,  being  fifty-seveo 
ID  number,  ninety-one  acres,  one  rood  and 
thirteen  perches,  as  the  same  is  also  set  oat 
and  divided  as  aforesaid ;  out  of  the  late 
inclosed  fen  grounds,  lying  between  the  fen 
ground  of  Robert  Peacock,  abutting  upon 
Iladdenham  Common  aforesaid,  the  several 
fen  ground  of  — —  Jederel,  Gent,  lying  in 
South  Fen  aforesaid,  the  hard  lands  of 
Sutton,  the  common  fen  grounds  of  Went- 
worth,  and  the  said  common  fen  of  Had> 
denbam  called  Sniall  Fen^  being  twelve  La 
number,  seveoty-two  acres  and  ten  perche^^ 
as  the  same  is  also  set  out  and  divided  as 
aforesaid  ;  out  of  the  late  inclosed  fea 
grounds  lying  between  Sutton  Gravel,  North 
Mead-lands,,  and  the  grounds  in  W  est  Fen, 
and  called  also  Many  man's  Doles,  being 
nine  in  number,  thirteen  acres,  two  roods 
and  sixteen  perches,  as  the  same  is  also  set 
out  and  divided  as  aforesaid ;  out  of  the  late 
iDclosed  fen  ground  called  the  Berry  Lot, 
fourteen  acres  and  seventeen  perches,  as  the 
same  is  set  out  and  divided  as  aforesaid,  at 
the  south-west  part  thereof;  out  of  the  late 
inclosed  fen  grounds  lying  in  West  Fen,  oa 
the  said  south  side  of  Bedford  River,  being 
fourteen  in  number,  twenty -two  acres,  as 
the  same  is  also  set  out  and  divided  as  afore- 
said ^  out  of  the  late  inclosed  fen  grounds 
lying  between  West  Fen  aforesaid,  the 
Gaultway  and  the  hard  lands  of  Sutton, 
being  four  in  number,  »ix  acres  and  twenty 
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perches,  as  the  same  is  also  set  out  and  di- 
vided as  aforesaid;  and  oat  of  tbe  late  in- 
closed fen  grounds  lying  between  the  said 
Gaultway,  the  said  New  River  called  Bed- 
ford River,  the  grounds  of  Mepall,  and  tbe 
hard  lands  of  Sutton,  being  thirteen  in 
namber,  twenty-three  acres  and  twenty  per- 
ches, as  the  same  is  also  divided  and  set  out 
as  aforesaid  -  .  .    £62    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  ChtrtreiM. 

longing  to  Chartresse,  in  tbe  said  Isle  of 
Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge,  three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres ; 
(that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  common  fen  called 
Normore^  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten 
acres,  abutting  upon  Dodington  Leame  and 
the  hard  lands  of  Honey ;  out  of  the  com- 
mon fen  called  Langwood  Fen,  nine  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  adjoining  upon  Block  Fen, 
and  the  fen  called  Wenney  or  Wbinney 
Fen,  and  the  Mead  Lands  of  Wickbam ; 
out  of  tbe  said  common  fen  ground  called 
Wenney  or  Wbinney  Fen,   three  hundred 
acres   abutting  upon    Langwood   Fen  and 
Block  Fen  aforesaid ;   out  of  tbe  common 
fen  ground  called  Rough  West  Moor,  five 
hundred  ninety-six  acres  at  tbe  north  part  of 
the  same  fen,  abutting  upon  tbe  common 
fen  called  Beeselings,  and  tbe  hard  lands 
called  Willy  Heath ;  and  out  of  the  common 
fen  grounds  called  Curfe  and   Gore,  four 
hundred   acres,  abutting   upon  Dodington 
Leame  and   tbe  gravel  way  near  tbe  old 
Eawe  leading  unto  Dodington        -  -  3826    0    0 

Out  of  tbe  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing unto  '    ■  Wendy,  Esq.,   lying 
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in  Charlresse  aforesaid,  being  parcel  of  the 
several  fen  called  Abbot's  Holwood»  two 
bundred  thirty- four  acres,  abutting  upon 
the  several  j^roands  in  Cliarlresse  aforesaid, 
called  the  Old  Haues,  and  upon  the  West 
Water  ^  -  -  _ 

Out  of  the  fen  ground  in  the  several  pos- 
session of  Besteney  Betts,  Esq.  called  Block 
Fen,  eighty-nine  acres  and  a  half,  abutting 
upon  Wichatn  Meadlands  and  Longwood 
Fen  aforesaid  ^  .  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  in  Char- 
tresse  aforesaid,  called  the  Old  Hanes,  one 
hundred  and  five  acres,  one  rood  and  twenty 
perches,  as  the  same  is  already  proportion* 
ally  by  lock  spits  or  small  trenches  divided 
and  set  out  5  {that  is  to  say)  out  of  the 
ground  called  the  Town  Meadow,  two  acres, 
two  roods  and  thirty-three  perches  at  the 
south-east  part  thereof;  out  of  the  ground 
of  Besteney  Bruce,  three  acresj  one  rood  and 
thirty  perches  at  the  north-east  part  thereof; 
out  of  the  ground  of  Widow  Matthews,  four 
acres,  two  roods  and  thirty  perches  at  the 
south   end   thereof;  out  of  the   grouud  of 

Trice,  Gent.,  called  Pickereirs  Fen, 

four  acres  and  one  rood  at  the  south  end 
thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of  Thomas  Keete, 
two  acres,  two  roods  and  five  perches  at  the 
north-west  end  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of 
John  Legerton,  two  acres,  three  roods  and 
thirty-two  perches  at  the  north-west  end 
thereof^  out  of  the  ground  of  William  Dring, 
four  acres  and  six  perches  at  the  north-east 
part  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of  Richard 
Reade  and  William  Dringi  two  acres^  three 
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roods  and  ten  perchei,  at  the  north-east  pari 
thereof;  the   in  tire  fen   ground  of  Robert 
Vintner^  Gent.,  lying  between  the  grounds 
of  Besteney  Brace  aforesaid  and  Richard 
Campe^  containing  eleven  acres,  three  rood» 
and  twenty  perches ;  out  of  the  said  ground 
of  Thomas  Canpe^  one  acre  and  two  roods 
at  the  east  end  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of 
John  Tye,  one  acre  and  two  roods  at  the  east 
part  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of  Robert 
Rash,  Reynold  Walsham  and  Thomas  Curde, 
fi?e  acres,  two  roods  and  fifteen  perches,  set 
out  as  aforesaid)  at  the  east  part  of  the  same 
ground ;  out  of  the  ground  of  Widow  Duke/ 
two  acres  at  the  north  part  thereof;  out  of 
the  ground  of  Thomas  Tye,  two  acres,  two 
roods  and  twelve  perches,  at  the  north-west 
part  thereof;  out  of  the  grounds  of  Robert 
Brace,  Robert  Reade,  William  Dring^  and 
Robert  £dges,  seven  acres,  and  one  rood,  set 
out  as  aforesaid^  at  the  east  ends  of  the  said 
grounds )  out  6f  the  adjoining  grounds  of 
Martin  Bend  and  Richard  Cooper,  four  acres 
and  one  rood^  set  out  as  aforesaid,  at  the  east 
ends  of  the  said  grounds ;  out  of  the  grounds 
of  Richard  Lambe^  John  Reade,  Thomas 
Wright,  Thomas  Rose,  and  John  Reason,  se- 
ven acres  and  ten  perches,  set  out  as  afore- 
said, at  the  east  ends  of  the  said  grounds  ; 
out  of  the  ground  of  ■  Castle,  Gent, 

lying  next  the  several  ground  of  ——  Wen- 
dye,  £sq.  in  Abbots  Holwood  aforesaid,  nine 
acres,  Iwo  roods  and  ten  perches  at  the 
north-east  corner  thereof;  out  of  the  ground 
of  Thomas  Reade,  one  acre,  three  roods  and 
thirty-two  perches  at  the  west  part  thereof; 
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one  intire  fen  ground  of  Richard  Dring,  ly- 
ing between  the  last-mentioned  ground  of 
Thomas  Reade  and  the  ground  of  Thomas 
Campe^  abutting  upon  the  said  several 
ground  of  — — —  Wendye  aforesaid,  con- 
taining seven  acres,  two  roods  and  ten 
perches  ;  out  of  the  ground  of  John  Rutter, 
six  acres,  two  roods  and  five  perches  at  the 
east  side  thereof,  abutting  upon  the  ground 
of  Thomas  Campe;  and  out  of  the  said 
ground  of  Thomas  Campe,  lying  next  the 
several  fen  grounds  of  Sutton  called  the 
Middle,  eight  acres  and  three  roods,  abutting 
upon  the  said  grounds  in  Sutton  -     105     1  £9 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  in  Chart- 
resse  aforesaid,  called  Honey  Fen,  forty  acres 
at  the  south  part  of  the  same  grounds,  abut- 
ting upon  Langwood  Fen  and  Biall  Fen     -      40    0    ^ 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Chart- 
resse  aforesaid,  called  the  Restiges,  forty 
acres  and  twenty  perches ;  (that  is  to  say) 
one  intire  several  fen  ground  of  Besteney 
Betts,  Esq.  abutting  upon  Beeseling*s  Fen 
in  Dodington,  containing  twenty-seven 
acres ;  out  hf,  the  ground  of  the  said  Beste-^ 
ney  Betts,  called  the  Mile,  four  acres  and 
sixteen  perches  at  the  north  end  thereof; 
out  of  the  ground  late  of  Sir  Thomas  Hed- 
ley.  Knight,  two  acres,  two  roods  and  thirty 
four  perches,  at  the  east  end  thereof;  out  of 
the  ground  of  William  Reeve,  three  acres 
and  twenty  perches  at  the  east  end  thereof; 
and  out  of  the  ground  of  Robert  Peyton, 
Esq.  three  acres  and  thirty  perches  at  the 
east  part  thereof  -  -  -      40    0  20 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or 


>eIonging  to  Dodington,  March,  Benwick  March,  and 

md  Wimblington,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely  ^•''^^ 

iDd  county  of  Cambridge,  or  to  some  or  one 
if  them,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred 
linety-seven  acres ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of 
he  common  fen  called  Pulver  Fen,  and 
Pnrfe  Fen,  one  thousand  three  hundred  acres 
it  the  east  part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
en  called  Beeseling's  Fen ;  out  of  the  said 
common  fen  called  Beeseling*s  Fen,  three 
mndred  forty-four  acres  at  the  south  end 
hereof,  abutting  upon  Westwater ;  out  of 
lie  common  fen  called  Dikamoore,  seven 
mndred  fifty-six  acres,  abutting  upon  the 
iVest  Water  and  the  bank  called  Copalder 
Bank ;  out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  cal- 
ed  Stoney  Fen  and  Block  Fen,  one  thou- 
umd  and  seven  hundred  acres  at  the  east 
part  thereof  next  unto  Maney ;  out  of  the 
common  fen  ground  called  Burrough  Moor, 
Bve  hundred  acres,  abutting  upon  Ransome 
Moor  and  the  river  Neane;  out  of  the  com- 
mon fen  called  Whitemoor,  one  thousand 
acres  at  the  north-west  part  thereof,  abutting 
upon  Plant  Water  and  the  common  fens  of 
Wisbich;  out  of  the  common  fen  called 
Wich  Fen,  two  hundred  acres  at  .the  south 
part  thereof,  abutting  upon  Dodington 
Leame  and  the  common  fen  called  the 
Stowe  Fen ;  out  of  the  common  fen  called 
the  Middle,  two  hundred  acres,  abutting 
upon  Plant  Water  and  the  River  Neane;  out 
of  the  common  fen  called  Great  Binnie 
Moor,  foar  hundred  and  fifty  acres  at  the 
east  part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the  fen 
called  Gray's  Fen^  and  the  Lake  called  the 
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Old  Chair;  out  of  the  common  fen  calleti 
Creek  Fen^  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at 
the  north-east  part  thereof,  abutting  north- 
ward upon  the  common  fen  called  Ladus 
Fen,  and  upon  the  several  fen  grounds  of 
Robert  PeytoDt  Esq.;  and  out  of  the  com- 
mon fens  called  Horse  Moor  and  Little 
Binnie  Moor,  eight  hundred  eighty-seven 
acres  at  the  east  part  thereof,  abutting  upon 
the  imhanked  several  ground  called  Horse 
Moor  •  -  -  - 

Out  of  the  fen  called  West  Fen,  lying 
between  the  river  Neane»  Plant  Water^ 
StemEa,  or  South  Lake,  the  new  dike  made 
from  Stern  Ea,  or  South  Lake  aforesaid^ 
unto  West-fen  Close,  the  said  ground  called 
West-fen  CloBe,  Whoredome  Lake,  and 
Whillesea  Dike,  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred eighty- three  acres  at  the  south  part  of 
tbe  same  ground,  abutting  eastward  upon 
Plant  Water  and  the  river  Neane,  south- 
ward upon  Whitlesea  Dike,  called  at  that 
place  Saddlebow  Mile,  and  westward  upon 
Whoredome  Lake,  West-fen  Close,  and  the 
new  Dike  aforesaid       -  -  - 

Out  of  the  imbanked  several  fen  ground 
late  of  Robert  Peyton,  Esq*  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  ;  (that  is  to  say) 
out  of  the  several  imbanked  fen  ground, 
called  Stoney  Fen,  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred twenty-five  acres  at  the  east  part 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  fen  called  Chafer 
Fen,  the  fens  of  Maney  cidled  tbe  Dams,  and 
the  Common  Fen  called  Stoney  Fen ;  and 
out  of  the  imbanked  several  fen  ground  now 
or  late  in  the  occupation  of  William  Saizie«^ 
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I>octor  of  tbeLftw,  caDcd  Hone  Moor,  two 
hondred  twenty -five  acies  at  Uie  north-east 
parts  theieof,  abolting  opon  Uie  fens  called 
Gra/s  Fen  and  Great  Binnie  Moor  -  1550    O    O 

Oat  of  the  other  sereral  Sen  groonds  of  or 
belonging  to  Dodington,  March,  Benwick, 
and  WimbHngton  aforesaid,  nine  hondred 
and  nineteen  acres ;  (that  is  to  saj)  ont  of 
the  seyeral  fen  groonds  of  or  belonging  to 
Robert  Pejton,  Esq.  one  hondred  thirty- 
three  acres  and  twen^  perches ;  <Tis.)  one 
intire  fen  lying  in  Norwood  severals,  abot- 
ting  upon  the  several  fen  groond  <^  William 
Wrag,  containing  one  hundred  and  three 
acres ;  one  other  intire  fen  ground,  abutting 
upon  the  bank  of  Waldersey  and  a  several 
ground  belonging  to  Henry  Finimore,  con- 
taining eighteen  acres  and  three  roods ;  and 
out  of  a  several  fen-ground  adjoining  to  the 
part  of  Whitemoore,  edlled  Mary's  Horne, 
and  the  several  fen  ground  of  Thomas  Tyrell, 
Gent,  eleven  acres,  one  rood  and  twenty 
perches  at  the  south  part  thereof  ne^ 
Whitemoore  aforesaid  -  -     133    0  00 

Ont  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  or  be- 
longing  to  Robert  Balam,  Esq.  lying  near 
Waldersey  Bank,  sixty -nine  acres,  oue  rood 
and  five  perches ;  (viz)  one  intire  fen  ground 
abutting  upon  Soaper's  Drove  and  Walder^ 
sey  Bank,  containing  forty-nine  acres,  and 
one  rood  and  five  perches ;  and  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  lying  on  the  east  side  of 
Norwood  Causey,  twenty  acres  at  the  west 
end  of  the  same  ground,  abutting  upon  the 
several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  Widow 
Southwell    -  -  -  .        69     1     5 
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Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Heury  Finimore,  Gent,  lying  in 
March  aforesaid,  forty-two  acres  and  two 
roods  at  the  north-east  side  of  the  grounds 
called  Otter  Holts,  lying  near  Plant  Water, 
abutting  upon  Plant  Water  and  the  several 
fen  ground  of  Thomas  Shepheard  -      42    ^     O 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Thomas  Tyrell,  Gent,  forty-five 
acres,  one  rood  and  ten  perches  ;  {vix)  one 
intire  several  fen  ground  abutting  upon  Plant 
Water  and  West  Fen,  containing  thirty-five 
acres  and  two  roods  ;  and  out  of  his  several 
ground  lying  in  Norwood  severals,  betwixt 
two  several  grounds  of  Robert  Peyton  afore- 
said, nine  acres,  three  roods  and  ten  perches 
at  the  west  side  thereof  -  -      45     1  10 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  called  the 
Hundred  Acres,  lying  near  unto  Maney, 
twenty-five  acres  at  the  south  end  thereof, 
next  the  several  grounds  of  Maney  afore- 
said -  -  -  -      25    O    0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  called 
Graye's  Fen,  forty-four  acres  at  the  north 
end  thereof,  abutting  upon  Great  Binnie 
Moor  -  -  -  -       44     O    0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  called 
Reade's  Fen,  thirty  acres,  abutting  upon 
Well  Pingle  and  the  River  Neane.  -      30    O    Q 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Robert  Pierson,  twenty-one  acres, 
one  rood  and  thirty-five  perches  ;  (viz.)  out 
of  the  ground  lying  near  unto  Hobbs  Dike, 
eight  acres,  three  roods  and  ten  perches  at 
the  south  end  thereof,  abutting  upon  the  old 
Drove-way  j  and  out  of  a  several  fen  ground 


of  tim  the  said  Robert  Pierson,  lying  in  the 
fea  called  Edmund's  Severals,  twelve  acrea 
two  roods  and  twenty-five  perches  at  the 
east  end  thereof,  abiittiog  upon  the  several 
fen  ground  of  Thomas  Tyrell  aforesaid 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  William 
LWragge,  lying  near  unto  Grain  ford,  nine 
acres  and  three  roods  and  twenty-eight 
perches  at  the  east  side  thereof 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Peter  Williams,  thirty-four  acres 
two  roods  and  ten  perches ;  (viz.)  one  in- 
tire  several  fen  ground  lying  within  a  se* 
Teral  fen  ground  of  Robert  Peyton  aforesaid^ 
in  Norwood  Several*,  containing  eleven 
acres ;  and  out  of  one  other  ground  of  him 
the  said  Peter  Williamt,  lying  in  the  fen 
called  Norwood  Severals  aforesaid,  abutting 
upon  the  Old  Drove-way,  twenty-three  acres 
two  roods  and  ten  perches  at  the  east  part 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  last-mentioned 
ground  of  Robert  Peyton  aforesaid 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  John 
Mobbe,  abutting  upon  Waldersey  Bank,  ten 
acres  and  three  roods  at  the  north  end  there* 
of  next  the  said  Bank      -  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  John  Pierson,  twenty-seven  acres 
and  two  roods ;  (viz.)  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  lying  near  unto  Great  Cross,  five  acres 
and  two  roods  at  the  north  pari  thereof;  and 
out  of  one  other  'several  fen  ground  in  the 
occupation  of  him  the  said  John  Pierson, 
abutting  upon  Plantwater  and  the  several  fen 
ground  of  Henry  Finimore,  twenty- two  acres 
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at  the  west  side  tbereofi  aexl  the  ka  called 
West  Fen     -  -  -  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Thomas 
Shepheardj  Gent*  abuttitig  upon  Plaot water 
and  the  last-mentioned  several  ground  of 
Henry  Finimore^  fifteen  acres  at  the  west 
side  thereof,  next  West  Fen  aforesaid 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  called  West- 
fen  Closep  twenty-five  acre*  at  the  east  part 
thereof,  nest  West  Fen 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  called 
Great  Bradney  Moor,  abutting  upon 
Bishop's  Dike  and  the  river  Neaoe^  one 
hundred  sixty-two  acres  and  two  roods  at 
the  north  end  thereof,  abutting  upon  Wittle- 
sea  Dike       -  -  -  - 

Out  of  ii\e  seyeral  fen  ground  called 
White's  Fen,  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
acres  and  one  rood  at  the  west  part  thereof, 
abutting  upon  Glasse  Lake  and  Browne's  Fen 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  in  the  tenure 
or  occupation  of  William  Sames,  Doctor 
of  the  Law,  called  Brown's  Fen  or  Cooke's 
Fen,  fifty  acres  and  twenty  perches  at  the 
north-west  part  thereof,  abutting  upon 
Glasse  Lake  aforesaid 

Out  of  niofiteen  other  small  severals  be- 
longing to  Dodington^  March^  andBenwick 
aforesaid,  fifty- three  acres  two  roods  and 
thirty-two  perches^  as  the  same  is  already 
proportionally  by  lockspits  or  small  trenches 
divided  and  set  out  from  every  of  the  said 
nineteen  several  fen  grounds  ;  (that  is  to 
Bay,)  out  of  the  ground  of  Widow  Cattel, 
lying  near  Grainford,  one  acre  at  the  south 


£7    «    0 


H 

13    0    0 

i 
35    0    0 

H 

16S    S    0 

d 

tl9    1    0 


APPBKDfK* 


307 


end  thereof.    Out  of  the  grouDd  of 

Barret,  Gent  called  Muoford'i  Lands^  two 
acres,  one  rood  and  thirteen  perches  at  the 
south  side  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of 
Thomas  Walsam,  called  also  Munford*8 
Lands,  three  acres  two  roods  and  five 
perches  at  the  east  part  thereof,  next  unto 
the  Droveway ;  out  of  the  ground  of  Thomafl 
Emerson,  one  acre  three  roods  and  fifteen 
perchey  at  the  south  side  thereof  j  out  of  the 
ground  of  John  Neale,  two  acres  one  rood 
and  twenty  perches  at  the  north  part  there* 
of;  out  of  the  ground  of  Widow  Southwald, 
adjoining  unto  Norwood  Causey,  five  acres 
and  twenty  perches  at  the  north  part  thereof, 
abutting  upon  Waldersea  Bank ;  out  of  the 
ground  of  William  Shepheaid^  lyi^g  ^^  ^h^ 
several  fen  called  Edmund's  Severals^  three 
acres  and  twenty  perches  at  the  south  end 
thereof;  out  of  the  ground  late  of  ■ 

Death,  Yeoman,  lying  in  the  fen  called 
Joane  Sadd's  Hole,  two  acres  one  rood  and 
six  perches  at  the  east  part  thereof;  out  of 
the  ground  of  John  Shereinan,  lying  near 
Burroogh  Moor,  six  acres  three  roods  and 
fifteen  perches  at  the  east  end  thereof ;  out 
of  the  ground  of  Everard  Buckwortb^  Esq. 
lying  near  Nnses  Greeui  three  acres  one 
rood  and  eight  perches  at  the  west  side 
thereof ;  out  of  the  ground  of  Thomas  South- 
wold,  abutting  upon  Norwood  Green,  two 
roods  at  the  south  corner  thereof;  out  of  the 
several  ground  of  Thomas  Walsarae,  lying 
near  Norwood  Green  aforesaid^  three  acres 
three  roods  and  ten  perches  at  the  east  side 
eof ;  out  of  the  ground  of  Reynold  Wal- 
x2 
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samei  lying  ^ear  Norwood  Green  aforesaiJy 
two  acres  three  roods  and  eight  perches  at 
the  west  part  thereof,  next  onto  the  Common ; 
out  of  the  ground  called  Wisaiiioiith,  four 
acres  three  roods  and  thirty -eight  perches 
at  the  north-west  end  thereof,  abutthig  apon 
the  River  Neane;.  oat  of  a  ground  near 
Beo%vick  called  Pagdole,  two  acres  three 
roods  and  t wen ty- four  perches  at  the  north- 
west end  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of 
William  Smith  in  Dike  Moor,  abutting  upon 
Beeseling's  Lode  and  the  West  Water,  four 
acres  at  the  east  end  thereof;  out  of  the 
ground  of  Samuel  Wright,  Doctor  of  Divi* 
nity,  lying  in  Dike  Moor  aforesaidj  three 
roods  and  ten  perches  at  the  north-east  end 
thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of  Widow  Cole, 
lying  near  Benwick  Meer,  one  acre  at  the 
north  end  thereof  next  West  Water ;  and 
out  of  the  ground  of  Robert  Burroughs^ 
lying  near  Benwick,  one  acre  and  twenty 
perches  at  the  oorth-ea^t  side  thereof^  abut* 
ting  upon  the  River  Neane. 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Witlesey  in  the  said  Isle  of  EIj 
and  county  of  Cambridge^  five  thousand 
five  hundred  twenty-seven  acrea ;  (that  is  ta 
say)  ihe  in  tire  common  fen  called  North  Fen, 
containing  one  thousand  seventy-eight 
acres,  abutting  westward  upon  the  mowfens 
of  Witlesey,  called  Nortliey^  northward  upon 
Ihe  several  fen  grounds  called  Prior's  Fens, 
eastward  upon  Delfe  Dike,  and  southward 
upon  Morton*s  Leam  ;  the  in  tire  common 
fen  lying  between  the  New  Drain  or  Way, 
extending  from  Witlesey  to  the  hard  Iand& 
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[>f  Upwaod,  Witlesey  Dike,  and  the  new 
^ul  or  drain  called  Bevel's  Leam,  containing 
:wo  thousand  fieventy-eight  acres,  abutting 
westward  upoo  the  said  new  drain  or  way, 
lorthward  upon  Witlesey  Dike,  and  soath- 
•astward  upon  the  said  new  drain  called  Be- 
rel*s  Leaui  J  the  intire  common  fen,  called 
»outh  Pingle,  containing  fifty-nine  acres^ 
ibutting  westward  upon  the  hard  lands  of 
jipney,  northward  upon  the  causey  leading 
ID  to  Eldernel,  and  the  several  grounds  of 
Sldernelt  and  southward  upon  Eastrea  Lake 
T  South  Lake  ;  the  intire  common  £en  cal- 
»d  the  Middle,  containing  seven  hundred 
hirty-four  acres,  abutting  westward  upon 
he  several  grounds  of  Eldernel,  and  upon 
word's  Dike,  southward  upon  South  Lake  or 
iterne  Ea,  eastward  upon  the  dike  extend- 
ig  from  Morton's  Learn,  near  Mid-fen 
^ree^  tin  to  South  Lake  or  Sterne  £a  afore^ 
aid,  and  northward  upon  Morton's  Learn 
foresaid ;  out  of  the  common  fen  grounds 
ffing  near  unto  Eastrea,  called  Eastrea  Fen, 
►r  the  Wipe^  nine  hundred  tbirty  and  two 
kCres,  abutting  westward  upon  Begger's 
Oike,  southward  upon  the  new^  drain  called 
Bevel's  Learn,  eastward  upon  the  new  dike 
extending  from  West  Fen  Close  unto  South 
Lake  or  Sterne  Ea,  and  northward  upon 
South  Lake,  or  Sterne  Ea  aforesaid  ;  and 
out  of  the  common  fen  ground  called  the 
Moor,  six  hundred  forty-six  acres  at  the 
north-west  part  thereof,  abutting  westward 
upon  Sted's  Dike,  and  northward  upon  the 
iaid  new  drain  called  BeveVs  Learn 
Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  or  he 


iitl 


•  5527    0    0 


Whitlese^ 


aio 


APPBIfDTX, 


StoligTOlltid* 


loDgiog  to  Witlesey  aforesaid,  called  Prior's 
Fens,  one  hundred  eighty-nine  acres,  as  the 
same  is  already  divided  and  inclosed  from 
the  residue  of  the  said  fens  ^  (thai  is  to  say) 
oat  of  the  ground  of  Richard  Auldfield,  fifty 
acres  at  the  south-east  part  thereof;  oat  of 
the  ground  of  Widow  Pennie,  two  acres  one 
rood  and  tweuty-eight  perches  at  the  south 
part  thereof;  out  of  the  grounds  of  Henry 
Prat,  Gent,  adjoining  to  the  grounds  of 
Richard  Auldfield  aforesaid,  called  Ashe 
Fen,  forty-seven  acres  three  roods  and 
twenty  perches  at  the  south-west  end  there- 
of, abutting  upon  North  Fen ;  out  of  the 
grounds  of  John  Elkin,  Gent.  forty*foar 
acres  three  roods  and  two  perches  at  the 
south-east  pari  of  the  same  grounds  ;  out  of 
the  ground  of  ^  DansoOi  Gent,  three 

acres  one  rood  and  fifteen  perches  at  the 
west    end  thereof;    out  of    the    ground   of 

Summer,   Gent.,     three   acres  one 

food  and  fifteen  perches  at  the  east  end 
thereof ;  out  of  the  ground  of  ^— ^—  Arme- 
sted,  Gent,  eleven  acres  three  roods  and 
thirty  perches  at  the  west  end  thereof;  out 
of  one  other  ground  of  the  said  Henry  Pratt, 
called  Cawcroft,  nineteen  acres  three  roodi 
and  thirty-five  perches  at  the  south-west 
corner  thereof;  and  out  of  the  ground  of 
"  Rose,  Geot.   five   acres  one  rood 

and  fifteen  perches  at  the  south-east  corner 
thereof  -  _  -  * 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Stanground  in  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  called  Flegge  Fen  and  White 
Fen  Close,  lying  in  the  said  I&le  of  Ely  and 
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county  of  Cani bridge,  otic  handred  twenty 
seven  acres,  abutting  northward  upon  Mor- 
ton's Leanij  and  eastward  and  southward 
upon  the  several  gfoonds  of  Wifclesey  -     127     0    Q 

Out  of  the  mowing  fen  ground  belonging 
to  Stangrouod  aforesaid,  called  Northea^ 
lying  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely  and  couniy  of 
Cambridge,  sixty-four  acres,  as  the  same  is 
already  divided  and  Inclosed  at  the  south- 
east part  of  the  same  ground        *  -       64    0    0 

Out  of  the  demean  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  the  lordsbip  of  Thonaey^  in  the 
^aid  Iste  of  Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge, 
four  thousand  acres^  abutting  eastward  upon 
the  common  fen  of  Wisbich  calted  High 
Ten,  and  the  common  fen  grounds  of  Sutton 
in  Holland;  southward  upon  the  fen  grounds 
«f  Witlesey,  called  Bassen  Hall  Moor,  and 
northward  upon  the  South  £a  Batik  •    4000    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or 
l>elongiDg  to  Stitton  in  Holtandi  in  tfa^ 
county  of  LincoIn,^  'j'fig  in  *he  said  Isle  of 
lily  in  the  co«H¥ty  ol  CauibridgCj  four  hun* 
dred  and  fofty  acres,  abutting  eastward 
Upon  the  comuioti  fen  of  Wisbich,  south- 
iirard  upon  the  lake  called  the  Wride,  and 
^irestward  upon  the  ten  ground  of  Thorney, 
oalled  Knare  Fen  ^  -  .    440    O    0 

Out  of  the  cottiiiion  fen  grounds  of  or 
belonging  to  Wrsblcfe,  in  the-  said  Isle  of 
Ely  in  the  county  of  Cattibridge,  two  thotl* 
sand  six  hundred  forty-eight  acres  ;  (that  h 
t^  say)  one  intire  fen  ground,  lyrng  near 
Guy  Hurne,  between  Morton's  Leam,  the 
■lew  drain  called  BeveFs  Learn,  Sttme  Ea  or 
South  Lake,  and  the  common  fens  in  Wille- 
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flea  called  the  Middle,  cooiatning  faar  hun- 
dred DiDety-ODe  acres  and  two  roods ;  one 
other  inlire  fen  ground^  ^f^^S  ^^^.ween  Mor- 
ton's Learn  aforesaid^  the  feo  ground  of 
Witlesea  called  Basseo  Hall  Moor,  and  the 
drain  called  the  Five-aod- twenty -foot  Drain^ 
containing  four  hundred  twenty-four  acres 
and  two  roods ;  and  one  other  intire  feo 
ground,  containing  one  thousand  seven  hun-* 
dred  thirty- two  acres,  lying  between  the  said 
Five-and- twenty-foot  Drain^  Knarre  Lake^ 
and  the  drain  or  way  leading  from  Pekirke 
Meadow  unto  Guy  Hurne 

Out  of  the  seTcral  fen  ground  belonging 
to  Wisbich  aforesaid,  called  Throcken  Holt, 
fourscore  acres  at  the  west  end  of  the  same 
ground,  abuttiog  northward  upon  South  £a 
Bank  ^  -  -  . 

Out  of  the  common  feo  ground  df  or 
belonging  to  Elme,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely 
and  county  of  Cambridge,  lying  between 
Coldham  Bank  and  JClme  Leatn,  fifty  acres 
at  the  south-west  part  thereof,  abutting  upoa 
Elme  Learn  and  a  several  fen  ground  of 
Kobert  Peyton,  Esq.  called  Great  Sedge 
Fen  -  -  -  * 

Out  of  the  several  fern  ground  in  Elme 
aforesaid,  belonging  unto  the  Bishop  of  Ely, 
lying  between  Elme  Leam  and  the  Old  Ea« 
thirty  acres,  abutting  upon  the  south-east 
end  of  the  common  fen  'ground  of  Elme 
aforesaid,  and  the  said  several  ground  of 
Robert  Peyton  aforesaid 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Robert 
Peyton  aforesaid,  called  Great  Sedge  Feo, 
adjoining  unta  Elme  Common  aforesaid,  one 
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hundred  and  seventy  acres,  abuUiDg  upon 
Coldbam  Bank^  the  said  ground  of  Lord 
Bishop  of  Ely,  and  the  said  comoiOD  fen  of 
Eloie  -  ,  .  .     170    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  ground   called  LadttsFen. 

Ladus  Fen,  and  Lake  Feu,  lying  within  the 
hundred  of  Wisbich,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely 
and  county  of  Cambridge,  six  hundred  and 
fourscore  acres  at  the  south-west  end  there- 
of,  abntting  upon  part  of  the  common  fen 
of  Dodiogton  and  March,  called  Creek  Fen, 
lying  between  Eloie  Leatn  and  the  River 
J^eane  -.  -  _  «     ggo     0     O 

Out  of  the  common  fen   ground  called  EauijMoor. 

Eausy  Moor,  lying  within  the  said  hundred 
of  Wisbich,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely  and 
county  of  Cambridge,  bounded  with  the 
river  Neane,  Wellney  River,  Darcie  Lode, 
and  the  Lake  called  the  Old  Chair,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  sixty- four  acres  at  the 
Dorth-west  part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
said  lake  called  the  Old  Chair,  the  river 
Neane,  and  the  Dike  called  the  New  Dike  1964    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  feo  ground  called 
Tuck's  Moor  Hurne,  or  Well  Pingle,  lying 
within  the  said  Isle  of  Ely  and  county  of 
I  Cambridge,  between  the  said  lake  called  the 
Old  Chair  and  Read*s  Fen  in  March,  thirty- 
six  acres,  abutting  upon  the  Old  Chair 
aforesaid  and  upon  the  river  Neane  -       36    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Up  well,  Outwell,  and  Wellney, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  in  the  said 
\  Isle  of  Ely  and  county  of  Cambridge,   or 
some  or  one  of  them,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
Ired  and  forty  acres ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of 
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the  common  fen  ground  called  Neat  Moor, 
and  the  Lots,  scTen  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
at  the  east  end  of  the  same  ground  next  unto 
Well  Creek,  abutting  southward  upon  the 
fens  called  Londoners  Fens,  northward  upon 
London  Lode,  the  fen  ground  in  the  occa- 
pation  of  Tristram  Diamond,  Gent,  and  the 
common  fen  called  Outwell  Pingle  ;  out  of 
the  common  fen  grounds  called  Shevens^ 
two  hundred  acres  at  the  east  side  thereof, 
abutting  upon  Causey  Dike  and  Hacket 
Wey ;  out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  cal- 
led Common  Piece  and  Hale  Fen^  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety  acres ;  (viz.)  the  said  intire 
fen  called  the  Common  Piece  ;  and  the  re- 
sidue, beiog  four  hundred  fifty -six  acres, 
out  of  the  said  common  fen  called  Hale  Fen, 
at  the  north-eaet  part  thereof^  abutting  upon 
Bedford  River  and  the  several  ground  be- 
longing unto  Welney  Chapel,  called  Sedge 
Fen  *  .  -  -  iMO    0    0 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  called 
Lotfdoners  Fens,  being  late  parcel  of  the 
common  fens  of  Upwell  and  Wellney  afore- 
saidj  ^ight  hundred  acres,  as  the  same  is  al- 
ready  set  ou^>  and  by  locks  pits  or  small 
trenches  severed  and  divided  from  the  resi* 
due  of  the  said  fens,  in  manner  and  form 
following ;  (that  is  to  say)  one  in  tire  fea 
ground  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Bell, 
Knight,  called  Lilly-pools,  containing  five 
acres  ^  one  other  intire  fen  ground  belong- 
ing to  the  said  Sir  Robert  Bell,  lying  be- 
tween Lilly' pools  aforesaid,  the  fen  ground 
called  Cade's  Fen,  the  several  fen  grounds 
belonging  to  Wellney  Chape]  called  Knob- 
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bals,  and  the  acveral  fen  ground  of  Thomas 
Fincbani,  Gent,  containitig  ciglity-eight 
acres  and  three  roods  ;  out  of  one  other 
ground  of  him  the  said  Sir  Robert  Bell,  lying 
between  Cady*9  Fen  and  London  Lode 
aforesaid,  forty -two  acres  and  three  roods 
at  the  west  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several 
fen  ground  now  or  late  of  Sir  Lewis  Tres- 
ham.  Knight,  lying  between  Cady's  Fen, 
and  Wick  Fen,  ninety-three  acres  and  one 
rood  at  the  south  end  thereof,  abutting  upon 

the  several  fen  ground  late  of FiDcham, 

Gent,  in  the  occupation  of  him  the  said  Siv 
Lewis  Treshana  j  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of 
Sir  William  Cockayne,  Knight,  adjoyning 
unto  Cady*s  Fen  aforesaid,  and  the  several 
grounds  now  or  late  of  Sir  John  Wats^ 
Knight^  one  hundred  seventy-one  acres  at 
the  south  part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
ground  of  Thomas  Parlet;  out  of  the  several 
grounds  now  or  late  of  Sir  John  Wats, 
Knight,  three  hundred  Hfty-two  acres  and 
one  rood,  abutting  upon  Maid  Lode,  the 
forementioned  ground  late  of  Sir  William 
Cokayne,  and  the  Drove  way  leading  through 
the  middle  of  the  said  grounds  of  him  the 
said  Sir  John  Wats ;  oul  of  the  several  fen 
ground  of  Thomas  Fincham,  Gent,  lying 
between  Cady's  Fen,  and  Wick  Fen,  eleven 
bcres  and  three  roods-,  abutting  on  both  sides 
W  Bedford  River;  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  late  of  —  Fiocham,  Gent,  now  in 
the  occupation  of  the  said  Sir  Lewis 
Treshana^  thirteen  acres  and  one  rood  at  the 
t  side  thereof,  abutting  upon  Cady's  Fen ; 
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out  of  llie  several  fee  ground  now  or  lale  of 
Ham  an  le  Straoge,  Esq.  abutting  upoQ 
Cady'a  Fen  and  Maid  Lode,  twelve  acres 
at  the  east  side  thereof  next  Bedford  River ; 
and  out  of  the  several  fen  groond  called 
Hen  Middle,  abutting  upon  Maid  Lode,  on 
the  north  side  of  Bedford  River,  ten  acres, 
adjoiDing  to  the  fen  grounds  now  or  late  of 
Sir  John  Wats  aforesaid,  and  upon  the  se- 
veral grounds  of  Thomas  Parlet,  Yeoman      800    0    0,, 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  belonging 
to  the  Chapel  of  Wellney,  one  hundred 
seventy -eight  acres,  as  the  same  is  already 
set  out,  and  by  lockspits  or  small  trendies 
severed  and  divided  from  the  residue  of  the 
said  fens,  in  manner  and  form  following ; 
(that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  fen  ground  called 
Knobbals,  twenty*eight  acres ;  {viz.)  one 
intire  piece  thereof,  lying  on  the  north  side 
of  Bedford  River,  containing  nine  acres  j 
out  of  the  ground  lale  in  the  occupation  of 
Kdward  Lechland,  Esq.  or  his  assigns^  lying 
on  the  south  side  of  Bedford  River,  ten 
acres,  abutting  upon  the  said  river;  and  out 
of  the  residue  of  the  said  groond  called 
Knobbals,  nine  acres,  aL  the  east  end  thereof, 
abutting  upon  Wick  Fen  and  Read's  Fen  ; 
out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  called  Sedge 
Fen,  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  ;  (viz,)  one 
jntire  piece  thereof  lying  on  the  north  side 
of  Bedford  River,  containing  eleven  acres ; 
and  out  of  the  residue  of  the  said  fen  one 
hundred  thirty- nine  acres  at  the  south-west 
part  thereof,  abutting  upon  Hale  Fen  and 
Bedford  River  aforesaid 

Out  of  the  several  fen  gromnds  belonging 
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to  Outwell  aforedaid,  lying  between  Pophaoi 
Eau  and  New  Dike,  sixly-five  acres^  as  the 
mme  is  already  proportionally  set  out,  and 
3y  lockspits  or  small  trencbes  severed  and 
livided  from  every  of  the  said  tliree  several 
Feo  grounds^  in  manner  and  form  following; 
[that  13  to  say)  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Nor- 
wich, thirty-five  acres  at  the  east  end  there- 
of, abutting  upon  Neat-Moore  and  Popham 
Eau  aforesaid  ;  out  of  the  grounds  of  Tris- 
Iraro  Diamond,  Gent,  twenty-five  acres  at 
the  south-east  part  thereof,  abutting  upon 
Neat-Moore  aforesaid ;  and  out  of  the 
ground  of  Sinolphus  Bell,  Esq.  five  acres  at 
the  east  end  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
said  grounds  of  the  said  Tristram  Diamond^ 
Gent.  -  ,  -  . 

Out  of  three  several  fen  grounds  lying" 
in  Ladas  Fen,  fift^^-two  acres  and  two  roods, 
as  the  same  is  already  proportionally  set 
out,  and  by  lockspits  or  small  trencher 
severed  and  divided  from  every  of  the  said 
three  fen  grounds,  in  manner  and  form  fol- 
lowing \  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  ground 
called  Langbeech,  on  the  south-west  side  of 
Bishop's  Dike,  seven  acres  and  two  roods 
at  the  east  end  thereof;  out  of  the  ground 
called  Marmond,  twenty *sevea  acres  and 
one  rood  at  the  south  part  thereof;  and  out 
of  the  ground  now  or  late  of  Sir  William 
Reade,  Knight,  lying  near  Newe's  Cote, 
seventeen  acres  and  three  roods  at  the  north 
I  thereof  _  *  - 

)ut  of  the  several  fen  ground  called  Farm- 
's Fen,  forty- eight  acres  at  the  east  side 
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thereofi  abuiting  Upon  the  common  fenced* 
led  Eausie  Moor  *  -  - 

Out  of  the  several  fea  grotiod  called 
Ifoveokes^  twenty-one  acres  at  the  north  end 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  fen  called  the 
Common  Piece  -  -  • 

Out  of  nineteen  several  feo  grounds,  be- 
longing to  Up  well,  and  Wellney  aforesaid, 
or  to  one  of  them,  lying  on  the  west  side 
of  Wellney  River,  between  Popham's  Eau 
and  Darcie  Lode,  two  hundred  fi fty-Lwo 
acres  and  thirteen  perches,  as  the  same  is 
already  proportionally  set  out,  and  by  lock* 
spits  or  small  trenches  severed  and  divided 
from  every  of  the  said  nineteen  several  fen 
grounds,  in  manner  and  form  following ; 
(that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  imbanked  several 
fen  ground  of  John  Moyse,  Gent,  one  hun- 
dred and  five  acres  and  thirty-six  perches 
at  the  south-west  part  thereof,  abutting  upon 
Eausie  Moor;  out  of  the  imbanked  ground 
now  or  late  of'  Taylor,  Gent,  forty- 

six  acres,  two  roods  and  twenty  perches  at 
the  south  part  thereof;  out  of  the  ground 
now  or  late  of  William  Bellamy,  two  acres 
and  two  roods  at  the  south  part  thereof; 
out  of  the  next  adjoining  ground  now  or 
late  of  John  Bellamy,  two  acres  one  rood 
nnd  twenty  perches  at  the  west  part  thereof; 
out  of  the  ground  now  or  late  of  -^ 
Fiske,  Gentj  called  Rollingham,  fifteen 
acres  two  roods  and  twenty-two  perches  at 
the  west  part  thereof;  out  of  the  ground 
now  or  late  of  —  Calverley,  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  eight  acres  three  roods  and  ten 
perches  at  the  south  corner  thereof;  out  of 
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the  ground   called   Towa   Land^   abuitiiig 
upon  the  several  ground  of  William  Dme, 
one    acre    and   thirty-four   perches   at   the 
north  end  thereof;  out  of  the  said  ground 
of  William  Drue,  two  acres  and  two  roods 
at  the  north  end  thereof  j    one  intire   fen 
ground  of  John  Dixon^  Gent,  abutting  upon 
Magg's    Lake,   containing   six   acres   two 
roods  and  thirty-six   perches  ;    out  of  the 
ground  now  or  late  of  Edmund  Man,  abut- 
ting upon  Magg's  Lake  aforesaid^  one  acre 
and  twenty  perches  at  the  north-west  cor* 
Der  thereof;  one  intire  ground  now  or  late 
of  Thomas   Blithe,  adjoining  to  the  said 
ground  of  Edmund  Man,   containing  five 
acrea  three    roods   and   thirty-six  perches; 
one  other  intire  fen  ground  now  or  late  of 
John  Bellamy  and  Mathew  Bellamy,  abut-' 
ting  upon   Friday  Lake,    containing    four 
acres  and  two  roods ;  one  other  intire  fen 
ground  now  or  late  of  William  Reade  afore^ 
said,  abutting  also  upon  Friday  Lake,  con- 
taining seven   acres  and  ten  perches ;  out 
of  the  next  adjoining  ground  now  or  late 
of  Hainan  le  Strange,  Esq.  nine  acres  one 
rood  and  twenty -two   perches   at  the  east 
part  thereof;  one  intire  fen  ground  now  or 
late  of  Thomas  Fincham,  adjoining  to  the 
last  mentioned  ground  of  Ham  an  le  Strange 
aforesaid,  containing  thirteen  acres  and  two 
roods;   out  of  the  next  adjoining  ground 
DOW  or  late  of  Roger  Prat,  Esq*  seven  acres 
K  and  two  roods  at  the  south  part  thereof; 
out  of  the  ground  now  or  late  of  John  Gray, 
oae  acre,  two  roods  and  twenty-five  perches 
at  the  north  part  thereof^  out  of  the  ground 
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now  or  late  of 
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roods  and  twelve  perches  at  the  south-west 
part  thereof  j  and  out  of  the  ground  of 
Thomas  Crosse,  abutting  upon  the  north 
side  of  Darcic  Lode,  eight  acrea  three 
roods  and  ihirty  perches  at  the  west  end 
thereof  -  -  -  - 

Out  of  fifteen  other  several  fen  grounds 
of  or  belonging  to  Up  well  and  VVelloej, 
lying  also  on  the  west  side  of  Wellney 
River  aforesaid,  between  Uarcie  Lode  afore- 
said, and  the  several  grounds  of  Little-port, 
lying  upon  the  same  river,  seventy-three 
acres  one  rood  and  twenty  perches,  as  the 
same  is  already  proportionally  set  out,  and 
and  by  lockspits  or  small  trenches  severed 
and  divided  from  every  of  the  said  fifteen 
several  feu  grounds*  in  manner  and  form 
following ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  ground 
of  Thomas  Crosse  abutting  upon  the  south 
Bide  of  Darcie  Lode,  eleven  acres  three 
roods  and  ten  perches  at  the  west  end  there- 
of; out  of  the  next  adjoining  ground  of 
Robert  Webster,  two  acres  one  rood  and 
twenty- eight  perches  at  the  south  corner 
thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  cal- 
led Lewis  Meadow,  seven  acres  and  twelve 
perches  at  the  south-west  end  thereof;  out 
of  the  next  adjoining  ground  now  or  late 
of  Simon  Hudson,  eight  acres  three  roods 
and  thirty-eight  perches  at  the  south  part 
thereof;  out  of  the  next  adjoining  ground 
now  or  late  of  John  Staabridge^  five  acres 
one  rood  and  thirty  perches  at  the  east  side 
thereof ;  out  of  the  next  adjoining  ground 
now  or  late  of  Robert  Goulden^  three  acres 
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Mie  rood  and  eighteen  perches  at  the  east    '  '    . 

Doroer  thereof )  oatof  thegroUndof  ETcrard 

Back  worthy  Esq.;  eight  acres  at  the  west 

part  thereof;    oat  of  the  next  adjoining 

^and   late  of  Willinm  Bond,   one  acre 

three  roods  and  ten  perches  at  the  south 

comer  thereof;  oat  of  the  next  adjoining 

pound,  now  or  late  of  Thomas  Birt,  four 

icres  two  roods  and  six -porches  at  the  west 

:omer  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  now  or 

late  of  Edward  Bond,  one  acre  two  roods 

ind  ten  perches  at   the    sonth-west   end 

Jiereof ;  out  of  the  next  ati^joining  ground 

low  or  late  of  Francis  Waters,  Gent,  five 

leres  one  rood  and  eighteen  perches  at  the 

ooth-west  part  thereof ;  out  of  the  ground 

low  or  late  of  Richard  James^  lying  near 

Vdlnejr,    two     acres     three   roods    and 

hirty-two  perches  at  the  north-west  cor- 

ler  thereof ;  out  of  the  ground  now  or  late 

{  William  Gabie  and  John  Gabie,  lying 

in  the  south  side  of  Bedford  river,  one  acre 

nd  two  roods  at  the  west  end  thereof;  out 

f  the  ground  belonging  to  the  Deanery  of 

Peterborough,    abutting    upon    Marmond 

4eadow,  the  acres  two  roods    and  eight 

lurches  at  the  west  part  thereof;  and  out 

f  the  said  ground  called  Marmond  Mea- 

ow,    five    acres  at  the    north-west   part 

bereof         -  -  -  -      73     I  CO 

Oot  of  twenty- three  several  fen  grounds 
eloDging  to  Upweli  and  Wellney  aforesaid, 
v  to  the  one  of  them,  lying  on  the  cast  side 
f  Wellney  river,  between  Popham*s  Eau 
^  the  several  fen  grounds  belonging  to 
-4ttIe-port,  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  and 
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seven  perches,  as  the  same  is  already  pro* 
port  ion  ally  set  oat,  and  by  lockspits  or 
small  trenches  severed  and  divided  from 
every  of  the  said  twenty -three  several  fen 
grounds,  in  manner  and  form  following; 
(that  is  to  say)  out  of  the  ground  now  or 
late  of  Sir  John  Wats,  Knight,  lying  near 
Popham  Ean  aforesaid,  ten  acres  one  rood 
and  twenty -six  perches  at  the  east  part 
thereof;  out  of  the  grcmnd  of  Henry  Gold- 
well,  adjoining  unto  the  common  fen  called 
Shenens,  extending  unto  the  said  river  of 
Wellney,  one  acre  and  twelve  perches  at 
the  east  corner  thereof;  out  of  the  ground 
now  or  late  of  Sir  Robert  Bell,  Knii^ht, 
ahulting  upon  Wellney  river  and  the  ground 
belonging  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Nor- 
wich, eight  acres  and  one  rood  and  thirty 
perches  at  the  north-east  part  thereof;  out 
of  the  ground  now  or  late  of  William  Drue, 
ahutting  also  upon  the  said  ground  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Norwich,  fourteen 
acres  one  rood  and  twenty  perches  at  I  lie 
east  end  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  of  Ha- 
inan le  Strange,  Esq,  j  called  Great  Greenes, 
Iwenty-stx  acres  three  roods  and  ten 
perches  at  the  south  part  thereof;  tjut  of 
the  next  adjoining  ground  now  or  late  of 
John  Bellamy  and  Matthew  Bellamy,  fpur 
acres  three  roods  and  thirty -eight  perches 
at  the  east  end  thereof;  out  of  the  next  ad- 
joining  ground  of  John  Goddard,  one  acre 
and  two  roods  at  the  north  side  thereof; 
out  of  the  ground  now  or  late  of  William 
Gahie,  thrte  acres  three  roods  and  ten 
perches  at  the  north-eaat  part  thereof;  out 
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•f  the  next  adjoining  ground^  now  or  late 
r  Tristram  Diamond,  Gent,  tliree  acres 
ne  rood  and  thirty  perches  at  the  east 
omer  thereof;  oat  of  the  ground  now  or 
ite  of  Edmund  Man»  adjoining  unto  the 
;roand  now  or  late  of  John  Dixon,  two 
cres  two  roods  and  twenty-eight  perches 
t  the  south-east  comer  thereof;  one  intirc 
eo  ground  now  or  late  of  John  Dixon  afore- 
Eud,  bounded  with  the  common  fen  called 
•henens  and  the  river  of  Wellney^  contain- 
ig  seven  acres  and  two  roods ;  out  of  one 
tber  ground  now  or  late  of  him  the  said 
ohn  Dixon,  abutting  upon  the  aforesaid 
round  of  Edmund  Man,  eight  acres  and 
wo  roods  at  the  north  side  thereof;  out  of 
be  ground  now  or  late  of  William  Parlel, 
Sent,  abutting  upon  the  ground  of  the 
lean  and  Chapter  of  Norwich,  lying  near 
larcie  Lode,  four  acres  two  roods  and  ten 
erches  at  the  south  side  thereof;  oneintire 
everal  fen  ground  belonging  to  the  Dean 
nd  Chapter  of  Norwich,  lying  near  Darcie 
•ode  aforesaid,  containing  thirteen  acres 
nd  thirty  perches ;  out  of  the  ground  now 
r  late  of  John  Bloome,  abutting  upon  the 
Tound  of  John  Marshall,  Gent,  two  acres 
biee  roods  and  thirty-three  perches  at  the 
outh-east  side  thereof;  out  of  the  said 
[round  now  or  late  of  John  Marshall  afore- 
said, ten  acres  three  roods  and  ten  perches 
^t  the  north  end  thereof;  out  of  the  ground 
Kiow  or  late  of  Thomas  Crosse,  abutting 
^pon  Causey  Dike,  four  acres  two  roods 
^  ten  perches  at  the  west  end  thereof; 
oat  of  the  ground  now  or  late  of  Sir  Wil- 
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liam  Readc  aforesaid,  abutting  iipcm  Causey 
Dike,  near  Wcllney,  three  roods  and  ten 
perches  at  the  north  end  thereof;  out  of 
the  ground  now  or  late  of  Sir  John  Wats, 
Knight,  abutting  upon  Maid  Lode,  three 
acres  at  the  east  part  thereof;  out  of  the 
ground  now  or  late  of  John  Slanbridge. 
lying  near  Wellney,  one  acre  at  the  east 
part  thereof;  out  of  the  ground  now  or  hite 
of  James  Ravens,  one  acre  at  the  north- 
east part  thereof,  abutting  upon  Bedfurtl 
river;  out  of  the  ground  now  or  !alc  of 
Francis  Waters,  lying  on  the  south  side  of 
Bedford  River,  abutting  upon  Hale  Fen  and 
Wellney  River,  eleven  acres  and  two  roods 
at  the  south-east  end  thereof  j  and  out  of 
the  ground  now  or  late  of  Richard  Ward, 
Ij^ing  near  Pralls,  were  three  acres  and 
twenty  perches  at  the  north  side  thereof 


150    0 


COM.  HUNTINGDON. 


Somcralmm.  Oi)T  oftho  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 

longing to  the  Soake  of  Somcrsliara,  in  the 
said  county  of  Huntingdon,  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  five  acres  ;  (viz.)  out  of  llie 
common  fen  called  Erilh  Fen,  two  acres  ad- 
joining to  Bedford  river,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  same  river  near  to  Erith  sluce  ;  out 
of  the  mow  fen  called  Croll  Lode,  seventy 
acres  at  the  west  part  thereof,  abutting 
upon  High  Fen  j  and  out  of  the  said  com- 


AfmifDiK.  a 

on  feni  called  High  Fen  and  North  Bcq, 
le  thousand  five  hundred  ihnrly-three 
:reB,  abutting  upon  the  said  fen  ealled 
roll  Lode»  and  adjoining  •onfthwaid  npom 
le  low  fen  of  Somersham  and  die  haid 
ods,  and  northward  -upon  the  common 
DS  of  Warboit  and  Fenton  Lode  -  lOOfi    0    0 

Onl  of  a  several  fen  gronnd  fai  8omen« 
UD,  called  Rowey,  eleven  acres  at  Ike 
>rlh  part  thereof       ?  -^  ^      11    O    Q 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  Wan  Wsibols. 

>i8  or  Ramsey,  in  the  county  of  Hnntingr 
iD^  lying  between  the  West  Water  ftom 
«  Rennet's  Crass  onto  Fenton  Lod^  and 
ong  the  said  Lode  unto  the  hard  lands  of 
^aibois,  and  by  a  straight  line  extended 
>m  Wistowe  Stone  in  the  fen  unto  St. 
snnef  s  Cross  aforesaid^  one  ihoosand 
;ht  hundred  sixtj^eight  aeses  al  the 
irth-west  pari  of  the  same  ground,  on 
»tfa  sides  of  the  new  drain,  extending 
>m  the  hard  lands  of  Warbois  onto  the 
'eat  Water,  abutting  upon  the  said  West 
rater,  (he  commons  of  Ramsey  called 
ast-moor,  and  the  common  fen  called 
iTutowefen  -  •  -  1868    0    0 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  ealled  Wlnowe. 

/istowe  Fen,  in  the  said  county  of  Hun« 
Dgdon,  belonging  to  Ramsey,  Wistowe, 
cid  Rerry,  or  to  some  or  one  of  them,  and 
landed  with  the  said  common  fens  of  War- 
ois  or  Ramsey,  the  hard  lands  of  Wistowe 
tid  Berry,  the  mow  fen  of  Berry,  and  the 
Lke  called  Sallaries  Raft,  three  hundred 
ghty-six  acres  at  the  north-ea^t  part  of 
^e  said  fen,  abutting  upon  the  said  com- 
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moil  fen  of  Warbois  or  Ramsey,  and  the 
«aid  lake  called  Sallaries  Raft      •  -     38G    0  G 

Out  of  the  common  fen  ground  belonging  4 

to  Berry  in  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon,  ^H 

called  Berry  Mow  Fen,  forty-five  acres  at  ^^" 

the  south  part  of  the  said  fen       -  -      45    0  (J 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Warbois  or  Ramsey^  in  the  said 
county  of  Huntingdon,  or  to  one  of  them, 
called  East-moor,  bounded  with  the  said 
lake  called  Sallaries  Raft,  the  foremen- 
tioned  line  extended  from  Wis  to  we  Stone 
in  the  fen  unto  Su  Bennet's  Cross,  the  com- 
mon fens  of  Dodington  and  Ben  wick,  called 
Pulver  Fen  and  Turfe  Fen,  Ramsey  Meer, 
and  the  inclosed  grounds  of  Sir  Oliver  Crom- 
well, Knight  of  the  honourable  Order  of 
the  Batb,  one  thousand  four  hundred  ninety 
and  six  acres  ;  out  of  the  south-east  part  of 
the  said  fen,  on  both  sides  of  the  said  new 
drain,  extending  from  the  hard  lands  of 
Warbois  unto  the  West  Water,  and  adjoining 
upon  Polrer  Fen  and  Sallaries  Raft  afore- 
said .  -  •  .  1496   0  fl 

Out  of  one  other  common  fen  ground  of 
Ramsey  aforesaid^  called  Middle  Moor,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  seventy  and  five 
acres,  abutting  westward  upon  the  new 
drain  or  way  leading  from  the  hard  lands  of 
Upwood  unto  Witlesey,  southward  upon 
the  River  Neane»  and  north-eastward  upon 

Delfe  Dike  and  the  several  grounds  called  

theSteds      ,  .  *  .  1875    0  0 

Out  of  one  other  fen  ground  of  or  belong- 
ing to  Ramsey,  Upwood,  and  Raveley,  or 
to  some  or  one  of  them,  lying  near  unto 


Ravdey,  in  the  saidcouoiy  of  HuDiingdon^ 
two  hundred  twenty-nine  acres,  abutting 
upon  the  hard  lands  of  Raveley,  near  unto 
a  place  called  Raveley's  Nook,  and  upon 
the  fen  grounds  claimed  as  parcel  of  the 
manor  of  Woodwalton.  «  •    £S9    0    0 

Out  of  one  other  common  fen  ground  of 
or  belonging  unto  Ramsey  or  Upwood,  in 
the  said  county  of  Huntingdon,  or  to  one 
of  them,  lying  between  the  hard  lands  of 
Upwood  and  the  River  Neane,  eight  hun- 
dred fifty-six  acres,  abutting  westward  upon 
the  drain  or  way  leading  from  the  hard  lands 
of  Upwood  unto  Witlesey  aforesaid,  north- 
ward upon  the  River  Neane,  and  eastward 
and  southward  upon  Bill  Lode  and  the  hard 
lands  of  Upwood  aforesaid  *  -    856    O    0 

Out  of  one  other  common  fen  ground  of 
or  belonging. to  Ramsey  aforesaid,  lying  be- 
tween Ramsey  Meer  and  Delfe  Dike,  one 
hundred  and  eight  acres,  abutting  upon 
Delfe  Dike  and  the  River  Neane.  •     106    0    O 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Sir 
Oliver  Croniwel,  Knight  of  the  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  lying  and  situate  in 
Ramsey  aforesaid,  called  Abbots  Pingle, 
Wigin  Moor,  Ramsey  Park,  and  Asbech, 
one  hundred  seventy-seven  acres;  (viz.)  the 
said  intire  fen  ground  called  Abbots  Pingle, 
containing  four-score  acres;  the  said  intire 
fen  ground  called  Asbech,  containing 
lerenty-six  acres;  and  the  residue,  being 
twenty-one  acres,  out  of  the  said  fen  ground 
called  Wigin  Moor,  at  the  south-east  part 
thereof  abutting  upon  Abbots  Pingle  afore- 
said -  -  -  -     177    0    0 


m 


328 


APPENDIX* 


ScvenUaof 


Out  of  the  other  several  fen  grounds  of 
or  beloDgiog  to  Ramsey  aforesaid^  in  the 
said  couDly  of  Huntingdon!  ^^^  bundred 
fifty-five  acres ;  (that  is  to  say)  out  of  the 
fen  groiiod  called  Upper  Sleds,  five  acres 
two  roods  and  twenty  perches  at  the  north- 
eafit  end  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen 
grounds  called  Nether  S teds,  eighteen  acres 
and  one  rood  at  the  north-west  end  thereof; 
out  of  the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of 
—  Beale,   Gent,   lying  near  Witlesey 

Meer,  three  acres  one  rood  and  ten  perches 
at  the  north -east  part  of  the  same  ground ; 
out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Thomas 
Cromwel,  Gent,  called  Dentree  and  Bag^ 
dole,  thirty-three  acres  one  rood  and  ten 
perches  at  the  oorth'-east  end  of  the  said 
ground  called  Bagdole;  out  of  the  several 
—  Mouson.  t:alled  also 


fen  ground  of  - — 
Bagdole,  twelve  acres  and  two  roods  at  the 
south-west  pari  thereof^  abutting  upon 
Witlesey  Meer  ;  out  of  a  several  fen  ground 
belonging  to  Sir  Oliver  Cromwel  aforesaid, 
lying  on  the  south  side  of  Ugg  Meer,  six 
acres  at  the  south-west  part  of  the  same 
ground;  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds 
called  Beau  pre  Closes,  eight  acres  and  one 
roodj  abutting  upon  Delfe  Dike  and  the 
river  Neane ;  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds 
called  Great  Hilkes,  twenty-eight  acres  and 
one  rood  at  the  east  part  thereof,  abutting 
upon  Ramsey  Meer  and  the  river  Neaoe  5 
out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  called  Little 
Uilkes,  two  acres  and  two  roods  at  the  pari 
thereof  next  unto  the  mouth  of  Ramsey 
Meer;  out  of  the  several  feu  ground  called 


Pollins,  two  ncrcs  and  two  roods  at  the  cast 

t*art  thereof ;  oat  of  the  greater  close  called 

Bear's  Arse,  lying  oear  Hi  Ikes,  on  the  north 

side  of  the  river  Neaoe,   two  acres    three 

roods  and  ten  perches  at  the  north-east  end 

of  the  said  ground ;  out  of  the  lesser  groond 

called  also  Bear's  Arie^  one  acre  and  twenty 

perches  at  the  south-west  side  thereof;  ont 

of  the  several  fen   grounds  adjoining  upon 

the   hard   lands  of   Wi&towe  or    Warbois, 

called   Vicars    Closes,    six  acres    and   ten 

perches  at  the  west  part  of  the  said  closes ; 

out  of  the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of 

Anne  Netletonj  lying  near  Ramsey  town, 

one  acre  at  the  soufch  part  thereof  >  out  of 

the  several  feu  ground  now  or  late  of  T^- 

mas  Cock,  one  acre  and  three  roods  at  the 

north  end  thereof^  out  of  the  several  feo 

ground  of  ^^    —  CrockstoUj  one  acre  and 

oae  rood  at  the  north  end  thereof  j  out  of 

the  several  fen  ground  now  or  late  of  John 

BatemaUt     two    acres     and     twenty -eight 

perches    at    the    north  end  of  the   same 

ground  |  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  now 

or  late  of  John   Lavender*  one  acre   one 

rood    and   four  perches   at  the   north   part 

thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  now 

or  late  of  John  Leeders,  one  acre  two  roods 

and   four  perches  at  the  north  part  thereof; 

out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Thomas 

Williamson,    two    acres    two    roods     and 

twenty -eight    perches    at    the    north    end 

thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of 

Widow  Holmes,  two  acres  two  roods  and 

sixteen    perches   at  the  south  end   of  the 

greater  ground  belonging  unto  lieri  abut- 
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ting  upon  the  Lode  ;  out  of  the  seTeral  ft^n 
grotind  of  Thomas  BarneS|  two  acres  and 
ten  perches  at  the  east  part  thereof ;  out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  of  John  Knight, 
three  acres  three  roods  and  thirty  perches 
at  the  west  part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
ground  of  William  Cakebread ;  out  of  the 
several  fen  ground  of  Richard  AUen^  lying 
near  High  Nor  they,  two  roods  at  the  north 
side  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  Robert  Booth,  two  roods  at  the  south 
side  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  Thomas  Howson,  one  acre  at  the  north 
end  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  "  Farmer,  Gent,  three  roods  at  the 
east  side  there^  and  out  of  the  several  fen 
ground  lying  on  the  east  part  of  Stoking 
Fen,  in  the  occupation  of  Ralph  Allen^  one 
acre  and  two  roods  on  the  north  side  of  the 
game  ground 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Wood- Walton  in  the  said  county 
of  Uuntiogdon,  nine  hundred  thirty -seven 
acres;  (that  is  to  say)  three  hundred  ninety- 
three  acres  out  of  the  north  end  of  the  same 
ground^  abutting  upon  the  several  fen 
grounds  of  Hignie  Farm  and  Brick  Mcer, 
claimed  by  John  Marshall^  Gent,  and  the 
residue,  being  five  hundred  forty  and  four 
acres,  out  of  the  north  part  of  the  said  fee, 
abutting  upon  Ugg  Meer  and  the  common 
fen  grounds  of  Ramsey  and  Upwood,  latQ 
in  the  possession  of  and  claimed  by  - 
Laurence,  Gent.  .  -  . 

Out  of  the  two  several  fen  grounds  of  the 
said  John  Marshall^  lying  in  Wood  waltou 


-     155    0. 
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aroressiid,  next  unto  the  fen  and  hard  lands 
of  Sautrey,  thirty-six  acres  at  the  north  end 
of  the  said  grounds^  abutting  upon  Sautrey 
^en  and  the  hard  lands  of  Hignie  Farm 
I  Out  of  the  one  other  fen  ground  in  Wood- 
(vralton  aforesaid,  lying  between  the  hard 
lands  of  Wood-waltoo  and  Hignie  Fen,  and 
the  said  feu  of  Wood- wal ton,  claimed  as  se- 
veral by  the  said  John  Marshall^  fifteen 
acres,  abutting  upon  the  hard  lands  of 
Wood-walLon,  at  the  south-east  part  of  the 
said  ground  .  ,  . 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Hignie  Farm  in  the  said  county 
of  Huntingdon,  one  hundred  acres  at  the 
north  end  of  the  said  grounds^  abuttiag 
upon  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Conington, 
»«iid    upon    the    common   fen  grounds    of 

f Holme  and  Wood-walton  aforesaid 
Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
I  longing  to  Sautrey^  in   the  said  county  of 
HimDtingdou,  two  hundred  and  six  acres  at 
She  south-east  part  of  the  same  fen,  abut- 
ting upon  the  several  ten  grounds  of  Sautrey 
and  Wood-walton  aforesaid,  and  upon  the 
hard  lands  of  Sautrey 

Out  of  two  several  fen  grounds  in  Sautrey 
aforesaid,  lying  near  unto  Wood-walton 
aforesaid,  nineteen  acres  at  the  north-east 
part  of  the  greater  of  the  said  several  fen 
grounds,  abutting  eastward  upon  the  seve- 
ral fen  grounds  of  John  Marshall  aforesaid 
Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Coning- 
ton  in  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon,  two 
hundred  eighty  and  one  acres,  abutting 
southward  upon  ihc  common  fen  grounds 


36     O    0 
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Hlgole. 
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of  Saulrey  aforesaid,  eastward  upon  ihc  leu 
grounds  of  Higncy  Faim,  and  northward 
upon  the  CO  111  ni  on  fen  called  Holme  Fen     - 

Out  of  the  comnaoii  feti  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Uolme  and  Glatton,  in  the  &aid 
county  of  Huntingdon ,  one  thousand  and 
twelve  acres,  abutting  eastward  upon  the 
river  Neane  and  Ugg  Meer,  southward 
upon  Brick  Meer,  and  ihe  said  several  fen 
grounds  of  Higoie  Farm  and  Coning  ton, 
and  westward  upon  the  hard  lands 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Denton  in  the  said  county  of 
Huntingdon,  one  hundred  fifty -six  acres  at 
the  south-east  part  of  the  said  fen,  abutting 
upon  Holme  Lode  and  the  hard  lands  of 
Holme  *  -  -  - 

Out  8f  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be* 
longing  to  Caldecottp  in  the  said  county  of 
Huntingdon,  fifty*six  acres;  (that  is  to  say) 
out  of  the  Mosse  Fen,  belonging  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Edward  Lord  Montacule^ 
eighteen  acres  at  the  south  west  part  of  the 
same  ground,  abutting  upon  the  ground 
called  the  Turfe  Lots ;  out  of 
ground  called  the  Turfe  Lots,  four  acres 
three  roods  and  twenty  perches  at  the  north 
end  of  the  same  ground  abutting  upon 
Caldecott  Dike ;  out  of  the  ground  called 
the  Mowing  Lots,  eight  acres  and  three 
roods  at  the  west  end  of  the  same  ground ; 
out  of  one  other  several  fen  ground  of  the 
said  Lord  Montacute,  fourteen  acres  one 
rood  and  three  perches,  abutting  upon  part 
of  the  aforesaid  Mowing  Lots  and  upon 
Dentun   Fen ;    out    of   three    several    fen 


28  i     U    O 
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ftrounds  now  or  late  in  the  occupation  of 
pThomas  Hall^  three  acres,  three  roods  and 
^wenty-five  perches  at  the  north  part  of  I  he 
same  grounds;  out  of  five  several  fen 
grounds^  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of 
Sir  Thomas  Cotton,  Baronel,  -  Wil- 

;|lainson,  Gent.  Fuller,  Gent.  Tho- 
mas   Hall    aforesaid,  and    William  Ash  I  on, 

lying  between  the  aforesaid  fen  ground 
iof  the  said  Lord   Montacule,  Denton  Fen, 

and    the   drove*way    leading    to    ihe    same 

grounds,  four  acres  at  ihc  west  ends  of  the 

said  five  several  grounds  ;  out  of  five  other 
^leveral  fen  gronnds  of  or  belonging  unlo 
|lbe  said  Sir  Thomas  Cotton,  the  said- 

Williamson,    Gent,   the   said Fuller. 

Gent,  the  said  Thomas  Hall  and  William 

Asbton,    lying  between   the  aforementioned 

drove-way  and   the  hard  lands,   two   acres 

and  two  perches  at  the  east  part  of  the 

same  ground  -  -       5(1     O    0 

I      Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  stUtAn. 

belonging  to  Stilton,   in   the  said  county  of 

Huntingdon,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 

abutting   upon   Caldecott    Dike,   the  Turfe 

Fen  of  Stilton,  and  the  common  and  several 

fens  of  Yaxley  *  -  -     lG(l    O    O 

Out  of  the  common  fen   grounds  of  or  Ytiley. 

belonging  to  Yaxley,  in  the  said  county  of 

Huntingdon,   six    hundred   thirty  and    two 

acres   at   the  north-east   part   of  the  same 

fens,  abutting  upon  Pigge- water,  Witlesey 

Meer  and  Trundle  Meer  -  ,    63£    0    il 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Yaxley 
aforesaid,  twenty-nine  acres;  (that  is  to 
say)  out  of  ihc  mow   fen,   called  Western 
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Meadow,  eight  acres  and  two  roods  at  the 
norlh-€aat  side  of  the  same  ground ^  abut* 
ting  upon  the  river  Neane ;  out  of  a  holt 
belongiDg  to  Thomas  Gen  till,  lying  near 
the  town  of  Yaxley ^  three  roods  and  five 
perches  at  the  south  end  of  the  said  holt; 
out  of  a  holt  belonging  lo  John  Isopp,  one 
rood  and  five  perc^hcs  at  the  south  end  of 
the  same  holt ;  out  of  the  holt  belotighig 
to  Widow  Pierson,  one  rood  at  the  south 
end  of  the  said  holt;  out  of  the  boll  be- 
longing to  Pinchbeck  Pierson,  one  rood  and 
Iwenly  perches  at  the  south  end  of  the  same 
holt ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Bar- 
tholomew Brown^  abutting  upon  Witlesey 
Meer,  one  acre  and  one  rood,  at  the  part  of 
the  said  ground  next  Trundle  Meer;  out  of 
the  several  fen  ground  of  Thomas  Wats, 
lying  near  Yaxley  Town,  five  perches  at 
the  south  west  part  of  the  same  ground  j 
out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Emmanuel 
Probie,  Gent,  lying  near  Yaxley  Town,  one 
rood  and  thirty  perches  at  the  south  west 
part  of  the  said  ground ;  out  of  two  several 
fen  grounds  belonging  lo  the  said  Pinchbeck 
Pierson,  ly'^g  near  Yaxley  Town,  two  acres 
and  twenty -five  perches  at  the  south-east 
end  thereof;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground 
of  George  Hopkins,  two  roods  and  twenty 
perches  at  the  south-west  part  of  the  same 
ground ;  out  of  the  several  fen  ground  be- 
longing to  the  said  Emmanuel  Probie^  abut- 
ting upon  Stilton  Feni  eight  acres  and  two 
roods  at  the  north-east  end  of  the  same 
ground ;  out  of  a  several  fen  ground  lying 
between  Witlesey  Meer  and  Trundle  Meer, 


APPBIIOIX. 

three  acres  and  three  roods  at  the  east  part 
tbeieof ;  oat  of  another  fen  ground,  lying 
ilto  between  Witletey  Meer  and  Trundle 
Meer,  one  acre  and  one  rood  at  the  east 
part  thereof;  and  out  of  the  ^several  fen 
proond  lying  at  the  end  of  Conquest  Lode, 
by  Witlesey  Meeri  three  roods,  abutting 
open  l^tlesey  Meer  aforesaid    -  -      SQ    O    O 

Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  Fasaet. 

^giog  to  Fasset,  in  the  said  county  of 
Huntingdon,  nine  hundred  and  forty  acres^ 
ibntting  eastward  upon  the  fen  called 
Middle»moore  in  Ramsey,  and  southward 
upon  Witlesey  Meer,  and  upon  two  several 
Pen  grounds  belonging  to  Fasset  aforesaid, 
idjoniing  to  the  said  Meer  -  -    940    O    O 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Fasset 
aforesaid,  one  hundred  sixty  and  two  acres, 
being  two  intire  fen  grounds,  abutting  upon 
Ihe  aforesaid  common  fen  grounds  of  Fasset 
afcMresaid,  and  upon  Witlesey  Meer  -    l6^    0    0 


COM.  NORTHAMPTON. 

Out  of  the  common   fen  ground  of  or  Peterborongli. 

belonging  to  the  Soake  of  Peterborough,  in 
the  said  county  of  Northampton,  called  Bur- 
roQgh  Great  Fen»  two  thousand  six  hun- 
dred twenty  and  two  acres,  abutting  east- 
ward upon  part  of  the  said  common  fen 
lying  near  Flushed  Cross  and  the  grounds 
of  Single-sole  Farm,  southward  upon  the 
Irain  or  way  leading  from  Peakirk  Meadow 
to  Guy  Hume,  northward  on  the  new  bank 


336 


APPEWDTX. 


B|«. 


of  the  river  Welland»  and  upon  the  common 

fen  ground  called  the  four  hundred  acres     •  96*2^ 

Out  of  ihe  comuion  fen  ground'^  of  or 
belonging  to  Peterborougli  or  Crowland,  or 
to  the  one  of  thcin,  calletl  ihe  Four  Hun- 
dred Acres  or  Alder  Holt,  lying  Jn  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  two  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  at  the  west  end  iliereof,  abutting  upon 
the  said  fen  calletl  Ilurrough  Great  Fen, 
and  the  common  fens  of  Crowlnud  -     2<>^)    d 

Out  of  one  other  common  fen  ground  of 
or  belonging  to  Peterborough  aforesaid,  in 
the  said  county  of  Northampton,  called 
Burrough  Little  Fen,  eighty-eight  acres  at 
the  east  part  thereof,  abutting  upon  Mascot 
Water  and  Oxney  Lode  •  *       88    ii   ij 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
longing unto  Single-sole  Farm,  in  the  said 
county  of  Northampton,  forlyfive  acres, 
abutting  eastward  upon  Cat  water,  southward 
upon  the  aeveral  fen  grounds  of  Northam 
Farm,  and  westward  upon  Peterborough 
Great  Fen     -  -  -  -      4}    0   <> 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be-  , 

longing  to  the  said  Northam  Farm,  in  ihe 
said  county  of  Norlharaplon,  eighty  acres; 
(that  is  to  say)  forty  acres  in  one  parcel  ad- 
joining eastward  ppon  Catwater,  northward 
upon  the  said  several  fen  grounds  of  Single- 
sole  Farm  aforesaid ;  and  the  residue,  being 
forty  acres,  out  of  the  several  fen  called 
Craomore,  out  of  the  soulh*easl  part  thereof, 
abutting  upon  the  fen  called  the  flarpe, 
and  upon  ihe  hard  lands  of  Eye  -  -       BO    0    f*  ' 

Out  of  Lhc  fen  called  ihe  Mowing  Fen 
Grounds,  o(  or   hrlnnging   to    Eye,  in    lhc 
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1  county  of  Nortimmptoq,  .fifteen  acres 

36  roods  and  thirty  perches,  out  of  the  * 

1  Mow  Fen  called.  Small-acre  Furlong, 

i  Chillam-tree  Furlong;,  (that  is  to  say) 

of  the  ground  called  Small-acre  Fur- 
^  twelve  acres  one  rood  and  thirty 
ches  at  the  east  side  of  the  same  ground, 
itting  upon  Catwater;  and  the  residue, 
ng  three  acres  and  two  roods,  out  of  the 
1  ground  called  Chillam-tree  Furlongs  at 

north  side  thereof,  abutting  tipoft  the 
eral  ground  of  Northam  Farm  called  the 
aches        -  •  -  -      15    3  30 

)nt  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  Richard 
rbie,  lying  between  the  said  grounds 
led  Chillam-tree  Furlong  and  Small-acre 
'long,  one  acre  and  ten  perches,  abut- 
2;  upon  Cat  water      -  -  -         1     0  10 

)ut  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
ging  to  Tanholt  Farm,  in  the  said  county 

Northampton,  thirty  acres  and  three 
ds,  being  one  intire  fen,  called  Newthred, 
Itting  upon  Catwater  -  •      30    S    0 

)ut  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
ging  to  Oxney  Farm,  in  the  said  county 
Northampton,  twenty-six  acres,  abutting 
thward  upon  the  old  engine  and  the  hard 
ds  of  Eybcrry,  and  the  fen  grounds  of 
iholt  Farm  aforesaid,  and  south*eastward 
m  Catwater,  the  bank  near  Barrough 
tie  Fen,  and  the  other  grounds  of  the 
le  farm    -  -  -  -      26    0    0 

!)ut  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  or  be- 
ging  to  the  Right  Honorable  Francis  Earl 

Bedford,  lying  in  Eyberry  in  the  said 
inty  of  Northampton,  eleven  acres  out  of 
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the  ground  called  Alder  Feo,  abutting  upon 

high  Edgerley  Common  -  -       11    0  #| 

Out  of  the  lot  feu  ground  belonging  to 
Eye  aforesaid,  called  ihe  Harp^  fonr  acres 
and  two  roods  at  the  east  end  of  the  samCi 
abutting  upon  the  hard  landt  of  Eye  afore- 
said •  ,  -  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  grounds  of  John 
Trough  ton,  lying  in  Newark  Edgerly,  three 
roods  at  the  east  part  of  the  same  ground  - 

Out  of  the  several  fen  ground  of  Widow 
Batcher,  and  the  heirs  of  Giles  Burroiigh, 
five  acres,  in  two  parcels  lying  together  in 
the  fens  called  the  Holts,  abuttiDg  upon 
Peterborough  Great  Fen  -  -        5    0 


4    £ 


0   3   c: 
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COM,  ilNCOLNE. 


CrowimM*.  Out  of  the  common  fen  grounds  of  or 

belonging  to  Crowland  in  the  said  county 
of  Lincoln,  four  hundred  acres  at  the  east 
part  of  the  same  fens,  abutting  eastward 
upon  St.  Gulhlake'a  Cross  and  Cat  water, 
southward  upon  the  common  fen  called  the 
Four  Hundred  Acres,  or  Alderholt,  and 
northward  upon  the  fen  grounds  of  Crow- 
land  aforesaid,  called  Porsand  Fen 


-     400     0    ' 


Rowland  St.  John,  Beauchampe  St*  JbHif^ 

RonERT  Bell,  Miles  Sandys, 

Thomas  Deeretiam,  George  GLAi>TitoRNEr 

EvERARD  BUCKWOKTH,  HuMBKRSTON   MaRCII, 

William  Fishbr,  William  Havwaro 


All  which  satd  laws,  ordioaaoeij  and  deoeea  of 
Sewers^  together  with  the  aforesaid  Schedules  aonezed, 
we  haTe  caa&ed  by  these  presents  lo  be  exemplified, 
at  the  peqqest  of  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  participants 
and  adveotarers  for  draioiog  of  the  Great  ]>vel  of  the 
Fens* 

lo  witDess  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters 
to  be  made  patent. 

Wiloess  oorself  at  Westminster,  the  eighteenth  day 
of  March  in  the  yeiur  of  our  Lo|d  one  thousand 
six  hundred  fifty  and  eight. 

LENTHALL. 


No.  XVIL 


A   DISCOURSE 


^"OuchiPig  the  Draining  of  the  Great  Fennes  lying  within 
the  several  Counties  of  Lincoln,  Northampton,  Huni'^ 
ington,  Norfalke,  Suffblke,  Cambridge,  and  the  He  c/ 
£/y,  tfc. 


BY  SIR  CORNELIUS  VERMUYDEN, 

WRITTEN    A.  D.  1642. 


DiTEBS  persons  of  quality  heretofore  have  been  de* 
siioos  to  attempt  the  drayning  of  the  great  and  vast 
Jevell  called  the  Great  Fenns^  but  they  found  not  only 
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the  work,  but  also  the  composing  of  nw  agrcemenl  Tfery 
diflicuH,  for  they  could  not  attain  to  so  much  as  to  make 
a  contract  for  the  general  drayning  thereof,  until!  of  late 
years.  King  James,  of  hlesscd  memory,  did  undertake 
(by  a  law  of  sewers)  that  great  work,  who,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  this  kingdom  (as  his  Majesty  told  me  at  that 
time)  would  not  suffer  any  longer  the  said  land  to  beiM 
abandoned  to  the  wifl  of  the  waters,  nor  to  let  it  lye 
wast  and  unprofitable.  But  his  Majesties  great  occa- 
sions and  the  time' would  not  permit  so  great  and  good  a 
resolution^  but  it  was  deferred  so  long,  that  at  last  thoH 
late  Carl  of  Bedford  (by  the  Law  of  Sewers  made  at 
Lynne)  did  undertake  the  drayning  of  the  said  great  and 
vast  level  so  farre  as  to  make  it  summer  ground. 

Hereupon  the  said  Earl  made  choise  of  divers  person 
of  quality,  who  made  a  purse,  and  joyncd  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  great  enterprise.  And  at  the  last  (after 
the  expeoce  of  above  one  huodred  thousand  pounds)  the 
said  Earl  did  proceed  so  far  in  this  w^ork,  that  it  was  aJ- 
judged  to  be  made  summer  ground,  and  the  recom pence 
thereupon  was  set  out. 

But  now  notwithstanding  all  these  great  expcaces, 
they  find  by  experience,  that  the  lands  can  yield  If  tile 
or  no  profit,  being  subject  to  inundation  stiU  (thongti 
not  so  familiarly),  whereby  the  adventurers  not  only  he* 
came  frustrate  of  their  expectation,  but  also  all  ik 
owners  in  general,  who  cannot  make  that  use  of  their 
lands  as  they  might  doe,  if  they  were  made  winter 
grounds  and  reduced  to  a  certainty*  His  now  MajeslJ 
taking  consideration  thereof,  and  foreseeing  that  these 
lands  being  a  continent  of  about  400,000  acres,  which 
being  made  winter  ground,  would  be  an  unexpected  be- 
nefit to  the  Commonwealth  of  six  huodred  thousand 
pounds  per  annum  and  upwards,  and  a  great  and  certaia 
revenue  to  all  the  parties  interested.  And  likewise,  be* 
cause  ihe  owners  (who  are  very  many)  could  not  ngree  to 
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da  so  grcal  a  work  (the  one  behig  willing,  the  oUicr  not ; 
the  oue  able  to  contribute,  ibe  other  not)  hatU  therefore 
bin  pleased  to  undertake  ibe  making  of  those  lands  win- 
ter ground  at  his  own  charge,  whereby  the  said  four 
hundred  thousand  acres  will  be  made  profitable,  firm, 
and  grjod. 

And  for  to  execute  the  enterprize  the  better,  his  Ma- 
jesty did  command  divers  gentlemen  expert  in  these 
works»  to  give  their  advice  how  these  lands  might  be 
recovered  in  such  manner  as  to  make  them  winter 
grounds,  to  tlie  end  the  work  might  be  performed  accord- 
ing to  the  contract.  And  amongst  others,  his  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  make  one  of  that  commission,  and  after 
a  view  thereof  taken,  every  one  of  the  said  commission- 
ers have  returned  tlieir  report  and  opinion  (as  usual  in 
such  case,  and  especially  in  a  matter  of  such  great 
weight)  they  differ  aiuch  in  their  way,  and  so  no  reso- 
lution could  be  determined  at  that  time,  but  did  remain 
unresolved;  yet  all  of  them  were  of  opinion  that  tbe 
work  was  very  feazable.  When  K,  James,  of  blessed 
memory,  uodertooke  the  drayning  as  aforesaid,  at  that 
lime  I  was  come  over  into  England,  invited  to  this  work. 
1  took  several  views  thereof,  went  away,  returned,  and 
reviewed  the  same,  took  advice  of  tbe  experienced  men 
of  the  Low  Countries,  and  from  time  to  time  did  study 
liow  to  contrive  that  work  for  the  best  advantage,  being 
atrthat  time  in  proposition  lo  have  undertaken  the  doing 
of  that  said  work,  together  with  my  friends  at  our  own 
charge,  for  a  proportion  of  land.  And  my  opinion  therein 
I  declared  but  lately  to  his  Majesty;  and  bis  Highness 
being  well  pleased  with  that  way,  after  debate  had 
thereupon,  was  pleased  to  put  the  direction  of  that  work 
iipoQ  me,  and  to  perform  it  at  his  own  charge,  and  for 
further  information  therein,  hath  commanded  to  have  it 
iet  down  in  writing,  which  accordingly  hereafter  fol- 
ioweth. 


Tbe  level  lyeth  in  six  coundes*  (viz.)  Cambridge  and 
the  lale  of  Ely,  HuntiDgton,  Northampton,  LiocolOf 
Norfolk,  and  Suifolk.  It  is  of  a  great  and  vast  exteot, 
that  for  its  quaDtitj  it  is  of  the  latitude  of  a  whole  shire^ 
and  bounds  on  the  north-west  on  the  river  of  Glean ;  on 
the  west  and  south-east  upon  the  Upland  Countria 
aforesaid,  and  on  the  north  on  Marsh-land  and  Hollaod^ 
being  likewiBe  in  the  said  level  separated  by  banks. 

There  doe  run  through  these  fenna  eight  rivers,  which 
do  come  out  of  divers  vast  and  great  countries  wbkh 
lye  about  it;  the  said  rivers  are  called  Glean,  Wellaudy 
Neane,  Onse,  Grant,  Milden^-hall,  Brandon,  and  Stoke, 

These  rivers  lye  common  with  the  laod^  without  sepa- 
ration by  baoksj  save  only  Glean  and  Welland  are  some* 
times  imbanked,  and  some  banks  there  are  in  bomt 
places  on  some  of  the  other  rivers,  hut  not  to  that  par- 
pose  as  to  save  any  pari  of  the  lands ;  and  for  this  res* 
son,  and  for  want  of  a  sufficient  passage  for  the  waters 
that  come  by  the  rivers,  all  the  lands  are  overflown. 

The  said  rivers  have  three  several  oui falls  from  tbe 
fenns  into  the  sea,  and  by  these  out-falls  the  said  ritm 
and  lands  un water  themselves  in  that  manner  as  not 
they  doe- 

The  level  is  broad,  and  of  great  extent,  and  flat,  with 
little  or  no  descent  of  its  own,  and  grown  full  of  bat- 
sacks,  sedge,  and  reed,  and  the  rivers  full  of  weeds; 
and  the  waters  go  slowly  away  from  the  lands  and  oot 
of  the  rivers,  and  they  come  swift  into  and  upon  it  oot 
of  the  Upland  Counties,  where  the  rivers  have  a  greet 
fall.  The  aforesaid  three  out- falls  are  of  great  length 
before  they  come  to  the  sea,  the  lands  of  Holland  mi 
Marsh-land  being  great  countries  which  lye  between 
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Ifjiem,  aod  do  hioder  the  speedy  curreet  of  the  w^^org 
p^? wards  the  sea.  There  is  much  increase  on  the  &ea- 
|iide^  aoci  ve^-y  large  and  vast  sands,  all  dry  at  low  waiejr ; 
and  because  of  the  Point  of  Norfolk,  it  makes  it 
wm  imbay,  whereby  the  Bands  of  the  sea  are  thrown 
there  by  the  floods,  and  these  three  out-falls  come 
through  these  sands,  and  the  lydes  every  day  bring 
into  the  mouth  of  the  rivers  a  great  quantity  thereof, 
and  there  is  but  a  few  times  sufficient  land- water  to  set 
the  sands  out  again  to  keep  the  out-fall  open,  insomuch 
tbat  Welland  and  Wisbich  out- falls  are  choaked  every 

I  summery  but  the  outfall  of  Lynn  hath  sufficient  water 
to  keep  open  his  channel,  and  although  in  the  summer 
l^e  sands  in  Lyon  haven  overcome  the  ebbs  somewhat^ 
^et  they  do  not  lye  long,  but  Ihe  first  land  waters  or 
^ext  spring  tydes  carry  them  away  again. 
^  But  it  is  not  only  to  be  feared,  but  apparent^  that  in 
process  of  time,  the  out-f^dls  of  Wisbich  and  Wellanc| 
riU  utterly  decay,  by  the  said  increase  and  sands  of  the 
if  they  should  remain  as  now  they  are,  by  reason 
the  daily  increase  of  the  marshes* 
The  Boyl  of  this  vast  country  is  moosrishj  gathered 
ad  grown  up  higher  by  the  weeds  Euid  oaze  of  the 
raters  ;  many  of  them  are  rich  grounds,  and  all  wou)4 
(if  they  were  well  drained)  be  very  profitable  and  become 
good  groands,  especially  after  they  be  burned,  manuredi 

r^Jhoftbanded  as  such  grounds  should  be. 
Xbere  be  many  isles  and  rising  grounds  within  this 
gieat  level,  and  the  rivers  pass  by  towns  low  seated* 
lying  here  or  next  unto  the  Uplands,  wherein  the  inha- 
tkilaots  of  ihe  fenns  doe  live  in  great  abouodance.  The 
mM  countries  of  Marshland,  Wisbich^  and  Holland,  are 
feaced  by  banks  from  the  waters  of  the  fenns,  and  some- 
'  times  they  have  been  overflown  by  the  said  waters,  and 
have  often  been  in  great  danger,  and  they  are  at  a  con- 
_«harge  for  ihE  inaintenance  of  ibe  gaid  baoki* 
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The  Kiog*fi  contract  is  lo  make  Ibese  lands  winter 
ground,  that  is,  to  free  them  from  the  overflowing  of 
the  rivers  aforesaid^  so  farr  as  by  art  can  he  devised* 


Connderaiions  io  be  taken  in  the  ardinary  way  of 
Draining. 

There  is  in  use  a  general  rule  of  Drayning  and  gaining 
of  drowned  ianda,  which  is  by  imbanking  all  the  livers 
on  each  side,  and  by  leading  away  the  duwafall  by 
draynes  and  sluices;  and  this  is  the  ordinary  way  of 
draining,  as  is  usual  in  all  such  cases. 

But  in  this  case  of  the  Great  Fenns,  I  cannot  advise 
to  go  altogether  in  such  a  way  to  avoid  inconveniences 
of  great  and  vast  expence,  many  difficulties  of  inunda- 
tion and  uncertainties,  which  otherwise  would  depend 
thereupon «  For  then  a  multitude  of  banks  must  be 
made^  about  70,000  rods  in  length,  on  a  level  and  moor-  ' 
ish  ground,  and  far  distant  from  the  falls  :  the  yearly 
reparation  whereof  would  be  (besides  the  charge  of  mak- 
ing them)  very  great.  The  head  draynes  (which  in' 
this  case  are  to  be  cut)  for  the  leading  away  of  the' 
downfall^  must  be  carried  in  all  places  through  a  higher 
ground  than  the  lands  drayncd,  which  will  be  the  greater 
charge,  and  those  grounds  wherein  they  are  to  be  laidj 
must  be  dear  bought. 

The  towns  of  Peterborough,  Erith,  and  many  others 
standing  upon  the  upper  ends  of  the  rivers,  and  but  low, 
would  be  thereby  sometimes  drowned,  unless  great  fore 
lands  and  receptacles  be. 

A  great  inconvenience  would   on  the  south  side  oi 
Ouse^  for  by  the  imbanking  of  the  rivers  on  that  sid 
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there  would  be  three  or   foor  levels,  the  one  above  the 
other,  and  all   of  them  would  want  a  tall  all  the  winter 
time.     And  to  lead  away  the  downfall  of  them,  it  must 
^_-1>e  carried  by  tunnels  underneath  tlie  three  several  rivers 
^^of  Mildenhall,  Brandon,  and  Stoke,  and  that  in  bundry 
places,  and  the  water  must  go  about  ^8  miles  before  it 
oometb  to  the  fall,  and  so  the  upper  level  must  of  neces- 
sity commit  the  water  thereof  into  the  next,  and  so  into 
the  lower  again.     And  all  this  length  of  28  miles  goe  ia 
£L  slow  pace.     And  how  the  downfall  should  be  brought 
such  a  length  without  surcharging  the  drained  either  in 
the  one  or  other  level,   I  know  not-      And  especiaJly 
there  being  several  brooks,  the  which  in  winter  time  will 
overtake  the  downfall,  and  being  liberal  with  their  waters 
(being  more  than  the  drains  and  tunnels  can  swallow) 
the  level  would  become  surrounded,  and  so  without  per- 
fectioD  from  within, 
I  And  by  the  waters  without  the  banks,  will  lye  in  con- 

^ft  tinual  danger  of  inundation  for  want  of  a  good  fall  in 
^  ihe  winter,  and  by  a  wind,  catch,  break,  and  uodoe  all 
again. 

And  although  each  mouth  of  the  several  rivers  of 
Milden-hall  and  Brandon,  be  brought  through  new 
channels  lower  to  the  fall ;  yet  it  will  not  lake  away 
these  inconveniences  in  this  way.  And  if  by  another 
way  the  several  rivers  of  Milden-hall  and  Brandon 
should  be  brought  to  Stoke  all  in  one  along  the  upper 
end  of  the  level,  and  so  by  Stoke  mouth  into  Ouse ;  yet 
that  way  the  downfall  will  have  no  issue  neither  ;  for  the 
waters  of  the  several  rivers  being  all  brought  into  Ouse, 
neer  together,  and  kept  within  channel,  will  so  swell  in 
the  rivers,  that  the  downfall  thereof,  which  is  to  be  kept 
under  soil,  will  have  no  issue,  and  so  the  level  be  over- 
flown, and  as  it  is  now,  and  no  better. 

And  the  lands  will  be  by  this  way  much  subjected  to 
iindaiion  and  drowuing,  both  by  the  rivers  aud  down- 
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fall ;  aji4  not  be  worth  so  much  in  parchase,  or  to  be 
letten^  as  otherwise  :  and  the  charge  of  the  works  in  this    | 
way  (id  works  not  accompted)  will  be  macb  greater  than 
the  whole  drayniog  will  require  the  other  way,  which 
1  direct  hereafter  following. 

Therefore  to  avoid  these  and  many  more  incoDveni- 
ence§}  I  find  it  best  to  lead  most  of  the  rivers  about  ana- 
ther  way,  whereby  these  four  benefits  will  arise- 

1.  That  the  works  may  be  made  at  a  far  less  charge. 

2.  Thai  they  will  stand  with  more  safety  and  no  ha- 
zard of  InundalioDj  aud  so  may  become  habitable. 

3.  And  not  subject  to  half  lb  at  reparation. 

4.  And  the  land  of  a  far  better  value  tbao  the  other 
way. 


Divers  Things  to  be  observed. 

And  to  the  end  the  works  may  be  made  to  answer  the 
dilHcnUies  the  lands  now  lye  in|  io  the  contriving 
ihereofi  these  following  things  are  to  be  observed* 

1.  That  the  rivers  come  down  swift  out  of  the  Upland 
Countries,  and  when  they  be  in  the  fenna  (they  being 
level  grounds)  goe  but  slowly  away. 

£.  That  the  level  is  of  great  eslent,  twenty  mit^^  at 
least  from  the  upper  end  to  the  fall ;  and  therefore  before 
the  water   can  come  thither,  wilhio  a  convenient  and  _ 
answerable  time,  and  in  that  proportion  as  it  is  still  fed  f 
by  the  river  water  from  above  out  of  the  Uplaads^  it 
must  go  swifter  than  the  level  water, 

3.  That  the  banks  (so  much  as  may  be)  be  l^jd  oui 
from  the  moorish  gronnds. 
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4-  That  the  rivers  be  carried  on  llie  higbeal  grounds 
irhere  possi bly  they  may  bee. 

5.  That  the  draineB  be  laid  in  the  lowest  grounds. 

6.  That  there  be  receptacles  for  the  waters  to  bed  on 
"in  all  times  oT  extremity,  otherwise  the  work  might  bee 

put  to  an  impossibility^  and  a  contional  hazard  ot  inno* 
dation. 

7.  And  that  the  towns  lying  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
I  vers  may  not  be  damnified^  by  putting  the  waters  too 

Jitgh  between  the  banks. 
^^     8.  And  allhough  all  this  bee  provided  for,  yet  the 
^■banks  to  be  made  10«  11^  or  1£  foot  high,  on  a  seat  of 
^MO^  45^  50^  or  60  foot  broad  in  geoeralj  according  to  the 
^■occasions  more  or  less. 

H     9-  That  the  river  water  and  the   downfall  bee   kept 
^asunder,  and  brought  to  the  fall  severally- 

Now  farther,  observe  how  it  stands  with  the  River  of 
Glean,    (to  give  you  an  example)  which  river  dtowns 
J)eeping  Fenn,  by  the  often  breaking  of  the  banks  on 
that  side,  and  by  two  slakers  (which  are  inlets),  whereby 
the  waters  of  G  leant  when   the  banks  cannot  contaia 
them,  are  let  into  Deeping  Fen  by  a  certain  ineafiiire 
Hf  that  when  the  water  is  above  the  bottom  of  the  slakera, 
^^hen  it)  runneth  over  into  the  land.     And  this  is  because 
the  banks  on  either  side  of  Glean  are  laid  too  near  to- 
gether, therefore  if  the  waters  should  be  kept  within  the 
banks  as  now  they  are,  without  slakers,  they  would  run 
over  and  break  them,  and  Deepiiig  Fenn  would  thereby 
I       be  drowned  on  every  occasion  by  the  breaches  which  the 
,       water  would  make.     Those  slakers  then  are  made  to  keep 
the  said  banks  from  breakings    which  is  no  otherwise 
'       than  an  issue  in  a  corrupt  body,  where  there  is  a  neglect 
to  take  away  the  occasion  by  a  known  remedy.     It  can- 
not  be  deny'd  but  that  the  banks  of  Glean  were  laid  too 
near;  forbad  they  been  laid  four  times  so  far  asunder 
as  now  they  are,  the  river  would  be  contained  within 
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banks  wilhout  skkerSi  for  if  the  water  be  pent  into  a 
narrow  room,  then  the  water  in  that  narrow  room  must 
be  higher,  and  so  rise  over  the  banks.  But  if  it  shall 
lye  on  a  wide  bed,  then  it  lyelh  broader,  and  the  cubes 
of  two  several  bodies  will  much  differ,  for  you  shall  find 
a  greater  proporlion,  and  also  gain  a  greater  easement  to 
the  said  banks  than  the  other  way,  and  room  to  lodge 
the  water  between  them  without  any  slakers  or  inlets,  for 
they  are  remedies  worse  than  the  disease,  and  not  to  be 
suffered  in  any  work  whatsoever  if  you  desire  perfection. 
There  should  be  great  room  left  between  bank  and  bank 
on  each  side  of  the  rivers,  yet  the  one  river,  according 
to  the  greatness  thereof,  will  require  more  than  the  other* 
For  the  greater  the  confluence  of  waters,  the  more  room 
is  required  to  receive  it.  And  the  more  distance  from 
the  falf,  the  more  room  likewise  is  to  be  left  j  because  the 
waters  being  far  distant  from  the  fall,  go  not  so  speedy, 
nor  I/&ve  that  current  which  they  have  at  small  or  short 
distance. 

'  And  in  case  that  all  the  rivers  should  be  inn*d  and 
fenced  by  hanks  to  free  the  hinds,  and  that  great  dis- 
tances should  be  left  between  bank  and  bank  ;  yet  sUlI 
it  must  he  confessed  that  a  multitude  of  banks  in  this 
level  must  be  made  thro'  mnorisb  grounds,  in  length 
about  70,000  rod,  which  would  be  very  chargeable  and 
dangerous.  And  (if  all  be  considered)  impossible  that 
way  to  be  made  a  sure  work,  and  in  such  a  case,  divers 
drayncs  for  the  downfall  most  bee  made,  and  all  thro' 
high  and  valuable  lands,  and  more  sluices  (which  are 
very  chargeable,  not  only  in  their  first  making,  but  also 
in  their  future  maintenance)  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
draioes  of  Deeping  Fenn  and  others  which  are  but  newly 
cnade,  and  already  almost  grown  up  with  all  kind  of 
water  weeds*  Yon  may  observe  ibis  in  all  kind  of 
draynes  of  this  nature  throogbout  the  whole  couatry.  So 
that  thereby  the  works  become  unfruitfull  after  a  little 
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Mobile,  and  in  tins  way  many  thousands  might  be  spent 
to  snna?]  or  no  purpose.  But  to  avoid  the  multiplicity  of 
banks  and  the  making  of  many  drains,  and  to  reduce 
the  work  to  a  possibility^  it  should  be  5»o  contrived  that 
there  should  bee  but  few  of  ei  ther  of  them  made-  There- 
fore, it  is  best  that  ri%*ers  be  brought  as  into  oncj  to 
avoid  ncre  the  moiety  of  the  banks,  which  otherwise 
must  be  made.  And  for  the  receptacles,  I  resolve  to 
imitate  nature  (as  much  as  can  be)  in  the  Upland  Coun- 
tries, for  between  ibe  hills  there  are  meadows,  and  on 
each  side  pasture  grounds  or  plough  land.  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  contrive  the  workea  that  way,  that  there  be 
meadows  between  the  upland  and  the  winter  ground  of 
the  fenns  likewise. 

Hereby  6rst  to  avoid  multiplicity  of  banks,  which  are 
very  chargeable  both  in  their  making  and  maintaining. 
Secondly,  For  tliat  the  meadows  will  be  receptacles 
for  the  water  in  time  of  extremity  to  bed  on  upon  all 
occasions  of  floods,  and  so  lo  keep  the  waters  at  a  lesser 
height  by  far  against  the  banks,  and  no  hart,  but  a  great 
deal  of  good  will  be  thereby  ;  for  these  meadows  will  lye 

•very 'convenient  for  the  Upland  Country  and  for  the 
winter  grounds  of  the  fenns.  And  of  these  meadows 
Xhere  will  be  no  greater  quantity  than  the  imbanking  of 
ihe  rivers  by  the  ordinary  way  of  drayning  will  take  up, 
for  there  must  be  room  left  between  bank  and  bank. 

And  when  all  this  is  taken  into  consideralion,  with 
t.he  scituation  of  tlie  whole,  I  find  it  the  fittest  way  to 
divide  the  whole  level  into  three  parts. 

^    I.  The  one  from  Glean  to  Morton's  Leame* 
2*  From  Morton's  Lea  me  to  Bedford  River. 
3,  From  Bedford  lliver  southwards,  being  the  remain- 
fler  of  the  leveL 

To   drain  the    lands   between   Glean    and   Morton^s 

'  Ijeame,  all  Stow -brook,  and  so  mtich  of  the  River  of 
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Glean  ae  the  baoks  cannot  contain^  tnuti  be  tamed 
along  Deeping  into  Welland,  and  all  Welland  laLo 
Morlon'»  Leame,  which  lyelh  convenient  to  receive 
Slow  Brook,  part  of  Glean,  Welland,  and  Neane,  to  be 
carried  to  Gujhume,  and  from  thence  by  Wisbich  to 
the  sea,  and  so  those  rivers  to  make  but  one ;  whereby 
the  work  will  be  made  at  lesser  charges  by  far,  and  also 
gain  a  more  perfect  outfall,  because  the  rivers  of  Wis- 
bich and  Spalding  are  not  sufficient  for  want  of  water 
to  keep  open  their  channels  as  they  should  be  kept,  hot 
are  interrupted  aod  subject  to  grow  up,  by  reason  of  the 
sand  which  the  sea  bringeth  in,  whereas  they  ought  to 
be  kept  open  and  have  their  full  depths  and  fall,  for  the 
ground  to  be  drayned  so  far  upwards  as  into  or  adjoyn*' 
ing  to  the  drowned  grounds,  for  the  issuing  of  ibeir  M 
down  fall.  " 

To  make  a  sure  work  thereof,  I  advise  to  bring  the 
aforesaid  rivers  into  one,  that  they  may  (in  time)  gain 
themselves  a  natural  channel,  which  will  be  far  better 
than  to  leave  them  to  sundry  outialls,  which  in  future 
ages,  (as  is  conceived)  will  reduce  the  work  into  an  un- 
certainly again,  by  reason  of  the  daily  great  increase  of  S 
the  salt  marshes  and  the  sands  of  the  sea*  ^ 

And  by  this  means  the  old  chaonell  of  Welland  will 
become  very  useful!  to  the  country,  by  the  sasse  or  na^ 
vigable  sluice  to  be  set  at  Waidron  Hall  for  navigation 
to  water  the  country  iu  summer,  and  to  scowre  the  out- 
fall, and  in  winter  the  channel  will  serve  to  convey 
away  the  downfall  of  the  adjacent  lands,  which  other- 
wise must  be  done  by  drajnes  to  be  made  at  great 
charge,  and  tliere  is  no  conveniency  to  have  such 
draynes,  and  beside  the  charge,  which  is  intoUerable, 
the  service  thereof  will  be  uncertain^  because  there  is  ^ 
no  place  for  them  but  through  high  grounds,  in  which 
droyia^  cannot  be  made  so  useful  as  tbey  should,  espe- 
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rially  for  Deepiog  Pennfl,  which  are  very  low  groonds, 
and  hardly  to  be  dramed^  except  Welland  be  turned  to 
Wisbicb, 

And  hereby  the  said  Deeping  Fenos  will  be  more  cer- 
tainly secured^  and  they  and  Elow,  as  I  verily  believe, 
will  be  more  worth  to  be  purchased  by  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  pounds^  if  drayned  this  way,  then  if  they 
should  be  drayned  the  other  way. 

But  why  should  the  two  rivers  be  brought  to  Wisbicbj  Object. 
and  not  through  Wei  land,  Welland  lying  in  the  middle 
of  this  part  of  the  level  ? 

I  find  many  reasons  which  move  to  bring  these  wateri  Antwer. 
lo  Wisbich,  and  they  are  these  : 

K  The  outfall  of  Wisbich  lyeth  convenient  for  the 
drayning  of  South  Holland  («/ias)  EUow,  and  the  north 
side  of  Wisbich  by  the  Sheire  Draync,  And  if  Welland 
be  not  put  that  way,  the  outfall  of  Wisbich  cannot  so 
wdi  be  kept  low  enough  to  drayne  them  as  they  should 
be,  they  being  very  low  grounds,  and  the  low  water  of 
tha  aea  lying  now  but  little  lower  than  they,  and  yet 
most  be  sufficiently  drayned,  and  by  the  turning  of 
Welland  tliitber,  the  outfall  of  Wisbich  will  grind  deeper 
and  gain  a  greater  fall  to  lay  them  dry,  and  high  above 
water. 

2.  And  consider  that  the  lands  of  South  Hollaod|  by 
descending  from  Spalding  to  the  Sheire  Drayne  above  four 
foot,  and  therefore  of  necessity  they  must  have  their 
best  issue  into  Wisbich  outfall  by  the  Sheire  Drayne, 
and  that  partof  Thorney  Abbey  grounds,  Wisbich  Corn- 
mod,  and  such  lands  as  cannot  run  to  Welland  with 
their  downfallj  must  have  a  drayne  between  Gujhurne 

twnd  the  Shire  Drain^  at  a  place  called  Murra  Plash. 
3.  Wisbich  Outfall  and  Morion's  Leame  lye  in  the 
middle  of  the  level  of  fenns,  and  hereby  will  become 
aavigable,  to  the  great  benefit  and  convenience  of  the 
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country,  and  the  outfall  will  be  thereby  made  safe  far 
ever,  and  ihe  fenns  be  kept  absolutely  drayned,  ''»k'» 

4*  Dy  the  water  of  Glean  and  the  downfall  which  goetb 
and  is  to  go  that  waVi  the  channel  of  Welland  will  be 
kept  open  and  remain  navigable  for  small  boats,  and 
serve  for  the  downfall  of  the  counlry  on  that  side. 

5*  Welland  is  a  lesser  river  than  Neane,  and  runneth 
on  a  higher  bottom »  and  it  is  more  convenient  to  bring 
the  higher  and  lesser,  to  the  low  and  greater,  then  con- 
trariwise* 

6.  It  will  be  a  less  charge  and  more  certainty.  For 
the  River  of  Welland  is  more  narrow,  and  Wisbich 
River  is  more  wide  and  easie  to  be  opened,  because  of 
the  works  already  made  by  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  hath 
already  three  foot  better  fall  than  that  of  Spalding. 

7.  Ilindin  the  report  of  Sir  Clement  Edmonds^  20 
September,  l6i8,  by  order  of  his  late  Majesties  most 
honourable  Privy  Councell,  upon  occasion  of  the  differ- 
ences which  arose  amongst  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers 
for  those  countries.  That  upon  examination  it  was  found 
that  anciently  the  waters  of  Welland  and  Neane  wcot 
to  the  sea  by  Wisbich  outfall.  And  by  the  said  reporti 
it  was  likewise  found  good  to  draw  the  waters  to  their 
ancient  outfalls,  which  confirms  me  in  my  resolution. 
And  observe^  that  Gleane  is  higher  than  Welland,  and 
Welland  than  Neane;  therefore  of  necessity,  Welland 
must  be  brought  to  Neane,  as  anciently  nature  brought  h 
it,  which  is  now  hindered  by  a  bank,  and  not  Neane  to  ^ 
Welland<  And  it  is  very  true,  that  the  water  of  Wel- 
land, for  the  moat  part,  runneth  now  naturally  by  Crow- 
land  into  Neane,  which  confirmeth  the  said  report;  and 
that  Neane  lyeth  the  lower,  and  that  but  little  of  Wel- 
land water  goeth  by  Foss  Dike. 

B,  That  part  of  the  kvell  between  Welland  and  Neane] 
lyeth  descending  from  Welland  to  Neane  4  or  5  foot,! 


APFENDIX. 


titid  if  the  River  of  Neane  should  be  carried  to  Welland, 
Uiea  the  water  of  Neaoe  must  be  raised  higher  than  it 
runneth  oalurally,  and  bee  kept  between  two  banks,  and 
one  bank  will  not  serve,  as  it  may  by  bringlncf  We  Hand 
ioto  Neane.  And  in  such  a  case,  the  town  of  Peterbo- 
rough ^  the  receptacles  and  all,  would  be  drowned  upon 
every  pelty  flood,  especially  all  the  lands  between  Stand- 
ground  and  Peterborough. 

There  are  some  men,  which  either  out  of  ignorance,  object* 
or  ft>r  other  ends  to  hinder  this  good  work,  object,  that 
if  Welland  should  be  turned  to  Neane,  it  might  in  the 
first  place  hinder  the  level  drayned  by  the   Earl  of  Lind- 
sey  ;  and  secundlyj  Boston  Deepes, 

For  the  Earl  of  Lind*ey'd  works,  which  ran  into  the  Aoiwcn 
fall  a  mile  and  a  half  above  Fosse  Dike,  I  answer^  that 
put  the  case  the  outfall  should  utterly  decay,  then  the 
Earl  of  Lindsey's  drayne   may  be  brought  below  Fosse 
Dike,  and  so  fall  into  the  deep  outfall  there,  where  there 
is  an  open  way  to  the  seaj  but  that  ootfall  will  not  de- 
cay, but  reuoain  always  (as  the  work  will  be  contrived) 
for  the  river  Glean  shall  always  goe   that  way  for  so 
much  thereof  as  the  bank  can  contain^  which  will  be  a 
greater  quantity  than  now  comelh  thereby^  because  the 
banks,  by  the  scowering  of  Glean,  will   be  made   the 
more  sufficient,  and  also  part  of  Welland,  all  the  sum- 
mer if  need  shall  bee,  to  water  the  country,  and  keep  the 
outfall  open  by  the  lock  at  Waldron-hall,  which  will  be 
so  much  as  now  there  goeth  by  Welland  old   channel; 
for  the  most  part  noiv  goeth  by  Crow  land,  and  drowocth 
Thoroey,  Crowland,  and  Peterborough  Fenns,  and  goeth 
that  way  to  Wishich  as  is  aforesaid,  and  in  the  winter 
<lrowtielh  them,  and  all  Deeping  and  Ellow,  and  all  the 
country  and  nearer  towns  to  the  outfaK. 

And  in  the  winter  there  will  be  all  the  downfall  of 
Crowland  Fenns,  Deeping  Fenns,  and  the  Earl  of  Lind- 
#e/&  Level,  on  the  north  of  Glean,  which  will  all  fall 
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into  that  outfall  together  with  Glean,  which  will  be 
lo  keep  it  sufficiently  open  for  Glean,  and  the  downfall^ 
and  if  there  shall  want  (as  there  will   not)  more  will  be 
sent  either  hy  a  drain  through  Deeping  Fenns,  or  by  the 
old  channel  of  Welland :  hut  it  shall  not  need;   one 
year*s  experience  will  take  away  all  the   fear,  for  there 
will   be   water  enough.     And  for  instance,  the  leams  aL, 
Long  Sutton  (which  runneth  through  the  like  soyle)  hall 
been  and  is  kept  open  through  the  sands  of  ihe  sea  b^ 
the  four  gates  near  LuUon,  about  7  miles  from  Spaldiog 
Outfall,  and  doth  run   but  7  or  8  months  in  the  yeafJ 
Those  waters  which  doe  and  always  have  kept  open  th 
said  Icame,  are  not  so  much  as  the  SOth  part  oftball 
water  which  shall  goe  to  Welland  Outfa!!  by  these  worksy 
which  makes  it  evident  that  Welland  Outfall  will  be  kepM 
open.    And  further  take  examples  by  all  the  outfalla  on 
the  coast  of  Lincoln  and  Norfolk,  where  all  the  outfall* 
are  kept  open,  and  yet  have  no  river  to  help  them,  bul 
nevertheless  are  kept  open  by  the  downfall  only. 

It  is  in  use  and  practice  every  day,  where  the  haveoi 
or  outfalls  in  the  Low  Countries  have  no  river,  to  make 
a  pan,  and  at  every  tyde  to  take  water  into  the  said  pao, 
and  so  they  do  keep  open  their  outfalls  of  two  or  three 
miles  long;  but  Welland  hath  a  better  remedy :  that  out- 
fall (as  it  will  be  there  contriv'd)  will  be  the  best  otttfaH 
of  the  country- 

If  it  were  not  to  preserve  navigation  for  Spaldingi  i^ 
were  not  amiss  to  bring  all  the  downfall  of  Deeping  aoJ 
Thorney  through  Ellow,  and  so  to  Wisbich  Outfall  by  a 
new  channel;  and  this  is  another  remedy. 

It  is  considerable  to  be  spoken  of  thus  far,  because 
that  the  works  may  be  very  well  contrived  thus  or  to- 
wards Wisbich,  all  parties  provided  for  and  saved 
thereby,  and  so  well  for  the  navigation  of  Spaldiag  to 
Wisbich,  instead  of  that  of  Fosse  Dike,  as  for  the  down- 
fall. 
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As  toucbtog  Boston  Deeps^  I  aoswer  that  the  floods 
of  tbe  sea  come  over  all  ihe  sands  which  lye  between 
thein  aud  the  point  of  Norfolk,  and  doe  retume  with 
the  ebb  I o wards  the  north  thither  again  ;  and  these  ebbs 
afe  that  which  have  ahvays  maintained  Boston  Deeps. 
mb,  is  not  the  River  of  Welland  and  that  of  Boston  that 
cao  do  it ;  they  are  but  amall  waters,  especially  that  of 
Welland,  and  the  less  powerfiill  when  it  cometh  abroad 
into  a  vast  place  where  it  is  not  to  be  discerned.  For 
iostaace,  Welland  cannot  make  a  deep  in  a  narrow  cban- 
oel  at  Fois  Dike,  but  at  every  low  water  travellers  ride 
Lhrougfa,  the  water  being  not  above  half  leg  deep,  which 
dieweth  that  it  hath  neither  force  nor  great  quantity  of 
Neater. 

And  consider,  that  when  Welland  went  by  Wisbich^ 
fet  Boston  Deepes  were  then ;  I  did  not  ground  my  rea- 
1011  apon  Sir  Clement  Edmond's  Report,  and  that  there  is 
lescent  from  Welland  to  Neane,  but  doe  likewise  take 
t  into  coosideration  that  the  great  stone  bridge  at  SpaU 
ling,  through  which  some  small  part  of  Welland  water 
lid  come  in  the  winter  tioiei  which  was  of  great  anti* 
Ittity,  was  not  twelve  foot  in  the  water- course,  and  but 
Iwe  foot  deep,  and  the  stone  pillar  or  piei  in  the  midst 
Lhereof,  which  supported  both  arches,  was  but  now 
rf  late  taken  away  by  the  drainers  of  Deeping  Fenas 
when  they  did  widen  the  river  |  which  maketh  it  evident^ 
itatbut  little  of  Welland  water  went  that  way  either  of 
late  or  anciently  ;  yea,  less  then  now  the  downfall  will 
Amount  unto  as  I  do  contrive  it. 

Moreover  consider,  that  when  the  River  of  Welland 
^ent  to  Wisbich,  then  the  bridge  at  Boston  stood  firme, 
ftad  in  ancient  time  was  made  with  doors  to  shut  out  the 
floods,  in  manner  of  a  sluice,  that  it  should  not  go  higher 
^ap  the  towne,  which  bridge  now  hath  none^  so  that 
lie  sea  doth  now  ^ow  up  with  a  great  quantity  of  water 
les  by  the  water*course  above  Boston.  Yet  so 
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long  agOj  when  ilie  said  river  had  aot  the  fourth  part  of 
the  ebb  which  now  it  hath^  and  that  Welland  as  afoi 
said  did  goe  to  Wisbich  Fall,  yet  Boston  Deep  was^  ai 
the  town  had  then  a  great  comjueree  in  wool!  and  other 
merchandize.     And  the  reasons  why  it  was  so,  is  thitt 
the  ebb  which  coiiieth  over  the  sands  which  lye  between 
Norfolk  and  it^  coineth  that  way,  and  so  keepeih  a  dee| 
there  which  could  not  otherwise  bee  possibly  maintaim 

For  the  rivers  are  not  such  as  to  keep  open  a  depth 
such  wideue&s  as  Boston  Deep  is,  especially  amoog  ibl 
sands  of  the  sea*  If  it  were  not  for  the  ebbs  of  thes«% 
it  would  soon  decay*  Moreover,  the  River  of  WisbicI 
ebba  towards  the  oorth  by  Boston  Deep  into  the  «£% 
and  if  the  River  of  Welland  be  brought  to  Wisbich,  it 
must  go  that  way  likewise  to  the  sea,  as  now  it  doth ; 
in  this  case  it  makes  no  alteralioo. 

It  is  objected  by  some  that  it  were  better  to  let  tbei 
"River  of  Welland  goe  between  banks  to  Spalding,  and 
the  River  of  Neane  to  Wisbich^  and  so  leave  two  out- 
falls. 

1,  That  two  rivers  to  be  brought  into  one  will  make 
a  better  outfall,  and  such  an  outfall  will  serve  the  coun- 
try ia  general  better  than  two  outfalls,  and  will  o€ver 
decay. 

S,  That  two  outfalls  will  burthen  the  maintenance  moit 
than  1^000/.  yearly  at  leasts  att  all  advantages* 

3.  That  it  will  require  18  miles  of  banks  more  ao*' 
draines,  and  the  charges  thereby  increase  at  least  20,000l* 
and  1,000/.  the  year  for  the  maintenance  more,  and  mak* 
a  worser  work. 


APPJSNDtX, 


m 


*  Now  for  the  Particulars  concerning  the  contriving  of  the 
Works  between  the  River  Gtean  and  Morion^s  Leame. 


For  the  overplus  of  the  river  Glean  which  drowDi 
Deeping  Feon  on  that  side  of  the  country,  is  to  be 
brought  by  a  drain  into  Welland  above  Deeping,  and 
the  slakers  to  be  removed,  and  the  channel  to  be  kept 
within  the  banks  thereof,  I  doe  resolve  only  to  take  the 
overplus  of  the  river  Gleanj  that  the  reniaindcr  may  be 
kept  within  the  banks,  and  the  sluker  to  be  removed  to 
save  Deeping  Fenii  on  that  side.  And  that  the  towns  by 
which  the  said  river  runneth  may  not  want  water,  and 
to  keep  Welfand  Outfall  thereby,  and  if  need  be,  the 
sooner  to  gather  head  by  in  cans  of  the  sluice  and  sasse 
which  are  to  be  below  it  on  Welland  to  scower  the  out- 
fall ;  and  by  the  said  sluice  likewise  the  downfall  of  this 
level  shall  issue  by  Welland  :  and  the  said  drain  above 
Deeping  is  to  lake  away  also  Stow-brook  and  the  down- 
fall of  all  the  country  between  Welland  and  Glean, 
which  now  runneth  into  Deeping  Fenn  and  drowns  it. 

The  River  of  Welland  is  to  be  brought  unto  Morton's 
Leame  ;  therefore  a  new  river  is  to  be  cut,  to  begin  near 
Waldron-hall,  and  so  go  on   towards  the  bridge  which 
leads  from  the  Upland  toThorney  Abby,  somewhat  below 
the  bridge,  and  from  thence  below  Willow-hall,  and  so 
to  Morton's  Learn,     And  next  unto  Welland  a  sasse  to 
Tbe  set  to  let  water  into  Old  Welland  and  to  preserve  navi- 
galion*     Whereby  will  be  left  on  that  aide  of  the  coun- 
try between   the   upland   ground   and   the  banks,  some 
quantity  of  meadow  ground  and  pasture,  to  serve  for  re- 
ceptacles for  water  in  the  winter;  but  these  grounds  will 
be  by  the  white  waters,  and  the  making  of  the  rest  of 
tbeland  winter  grounds,  become  of  a  greater  value  than 
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the  receptacles  which  are  to  be  left  every  where,  will 
exceed  the  quantity  which  would  be  left  between  bank 
and  bank,  if  every  channel  or  river  were  imbanked»  and 
thereby  the  waters  of  the  rivers,  and  the  waters  which  ia 
time  of  great  raios  come  from  the  hillsj  will  be  kepi 
between  the  uplands  and  the  banks,  and  from  thedrayn'd' 
land;  and  this  will  prevent  the  rising  of  the  waters  toi 
great  height,  aad  the  banks  will  thereby  in  a  raeaaurt 
bee  disburthened,  and  so  the  lands  better  freed  from  in* 
undation  then  by  any  other  way,  and  the  towns  whicli 
lye  without  the  banks  be  kept  safe  from  drowning. 

The  River  of  Wisbich,  from  Guyhurn  dow^nward,  must 
be  widened^  to  make  it  sufficient  for  both  waters.  The 
sluice  at  Clowes  Cross,  made  to  issue  the  waters  of  tht 
fenns  must  be  stopped,  and  the  fenn  waters  for  that  pail 
of  the  country  must  goe  part  to  Crowland,  and  so  bj 
Spalding  to  the  sea,  and  by  Murra  Plash>  as  need  shiltl 
require;  and  if  the  fall  can  be  gained  at  Guyhume^  part 
may  goe  by  Wisbich,  otherwise  Welland  and  Muni 
PIasb|must  remain  the  only  drains  for  the  downfall,  which 
are  not  sufficient  to  receive  it. 

By  these  works  the  lands  of  Ellow  will  he  freed  froiB 
inundation,  and  Deeping  be  safe,  together  with  the  rest 
of  all  the  lands  in  that  level  from  Glean  to  Mortons 
Leame,  and  thereby  the  lauds  of  Ellow,  and  on  theoorlli 
side  of  Wisbich,  will  be  discharged  of  the  fenn  walff* 
which  did  run  above  the  same  all  the  winter  by  the  Shire 
Drayne.  And  now  to  the  contrary,  Welland  and  ibe 
Shire  Drayne  will  be  tum'd  to  be  good  servants  instead  of 
ill  masters  to  those  countries,  to  issue  their  downfall  ^1 
winter  by  them.  And  so  they  will  be  made  sure  aui 
certain  countries;  and  if  the  owners  of  the  lands  of 
Ellow  and  the  north  side  of  Wisbich  cleanse  tbeit 
ditches  to  lead  away  their  downfall,  they  shall  not  want 
any  further  head  drains  other  than  that  of  Welland  aad 
tbe  Sheijre  Draiae*  '  The  Sheire  Draine  must  be  fox  a  cet- 
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Uio  length  amended  somethiDg  and  altered,  and  a  sluice 
to  be  set  next  the  outfall  of  Wisbich  River  to  issue  the 
waters  of  Ellow  and  the  north  side  of  Wisbich ;  which 
oalfall  will  last  always,  the  work  being  made  as  afore- 
said. 


The  U^ork  which  fyeth  in  the  Middle,  between  MortetCt 
Leamfi  and  Bedford  River,  the  River  now  running 
through  it. 

Thh  part  is  to  be  drained  by  a  bank  which  is  to  go 
from  Standground  to  the  Fields  of  Wittlesey,  and  from 
Eldemell  to  Guyhurn  on  that  side.  On  the  other  side  a 
bank  to  be  made  from  or  near  Eriih  Causey  along  Bed- 
ford River  to  Poedike  Bank  or  Salters  Load,  and  by 
these  banks  the  waters  of  Neane  on  the  one  side,  and 
die  Onse  on  the  other  side,  will  be  fenced  out  of  this 
pari  of  the  Levell,  and  Neane  hereby  will  be  turned  to 
Wisbich. 

l^ut  when  Neane  is  turned  to  Wisbich,  and  so  to  the  Object. 
•ea  with  Welland,  though  there  be  provision  made  for 
all  those  waters  in  time  of  extremity,  to  bed  on  between 
bank  and  bank,  and  between  the  bank  and  the  upland ; 
yet  the  channel  of  Wisbich  from  Guyhurne  to  the  sea 
will  not  bee  sufficient  (may  be  objected)  to  issue  the  said 
waters  of  the  said  rivers,  and  so  the  levels  on  both  sides 
may  be  endangered,  and  the  banks  be  overflown  and 
broken  down  when  great  waters  come  down,  for  want  of 
sufficient  issue  made  from  Guyhurne  to  the  sea. 

I  confess  that  it  is  needfull  to  make  the  opening  of  Answer. 
Wisbich  River  in  a  larger  manner  than  now  it  is,  and  as 
is  heretofore  spoken  of. 
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Object. 


Answer, 


Bui  yet  its  a  question,  when  there  is  sufficient  room 
left  for  the  water  to  bed  on,  whether  in  such  9  case  the 
opening  in  a  great  measure  every  where  shall  be  needful! ; 
and  my  reason  is,  that  when  all  those  waters  are  put  that 
way,  the  river  lying  in  a  sandy  ground,  they  will  grind 
their  own  outfall,  especially  the  lower  ends  thereof,  and 
make  itself  navigable^  and  more  deep  by  far  than  now  iL 
is  ;  and  the  sluice  at  the  Horse&Iioe  will  not  be  sufficients 
to  carry  away  the  water,  therefore   the  water  is  to  bee=^ 
aii  through  near  the  sluice,  if  the  river,  by  the  straighc:^ 
Jine  through  the  north  side  of  Wisbich  be  not  made,  and^ 
by  this  work  either  way  a  fall  will  be  gained. 

That  this  part  of  the  fenn  will  issue  its  downfal  that;^ 
way  so  well  as  if  it  were  in  the  Ouse,  because  that  an — 
ciently  the  waters  of  Neane  and  the  most  part  of  thatoP^ 
Welland  and  Ouseby  the  West  Water,  went  by  Wisbicl^^ 
to  the  sea;  and  that  the  channel  at  that  time  could  noKr^ 
be  broadefi  as  may  be  guessed  and  seen,  then  now  it  is— 
It  shall  not  need  to  be  widened  any  more.  The  Iwcjm 
rivers  meeting  will  grind  the  channel  through  themarsb 
and  make  Wisbich  a  haven  town  like  that  of  Lyon 
though  not  in  such  measure  of  wideness. 

And  that  objection  of  the  sands  which  the  fiood 
briogetb  in,  and  so  stoppe  the  channell  again,  is  not  t« 
be  considered  now  j  for  when  there  is  a  river  which  hat^ 
a  back  water,  as  this  will  have,  it  will  grind  deep,  an 
open  itself  by  the  water  at  every  ebb ;  and  for  instano 
the  Ouse,  from  Little  Port  to  Lynn,  keeps  his  depth  b^^ 
reason  of  the  back  waters;  so  will  Wisbich  River  keej^ 
itself  open,  having  the  water  of  these  two  rivers. 

Because  it  may  be  objected,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Peterborough  have  navigation  from  their  town   to  Lyno 
hy  the  river  Neane  as  now  it  runneth,  which  will  theo 
be  taken  away. 

It  10  answered,  that  the  works  being  thus  coatrivcdj^ 
they  shall  not  need  to  fetch  and  carry  their  commodities 
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far,  but  go  ihe  nearest  way  to  Wisbich,  and  then  it 
shall  not  be  requisite  to  hav^e  anavigable  sluice  at  Stand- 
ground  (unless  they  and  ihe  towns  thereabouts  shall  give 
sufficient  reason  for  it),  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  avoid 
with  such  like  works  as  I  can,  because  they  are  both 
chargeable  and  dangerous  in  the  makeing  and  maintain- 
ing ;  and  having  their  navigation  to  Wisbich,  they  shall 
need  no  other. 

There  is  for  the  service  of  this  work,  in  the  opinion  of  Object, 
most  men,  a  drain  to  be  made  from  Well  to  fall   into 
Ouse  about  Germans  Bridge,  thereby  to  lead  the  down- 
fall of  this  level  to  the  sea,  with  a  sluice  in  the  head 
thereof. 

For  answer  hereunto  I  say,  that  my  opinion  is  ;  That  Anaircr. 
this  drain  and  sluice^  the  reason  of  the  third  work,  and 
of  the  opening  of  Wisbich  River  considered,  shall  not  be 
needfull ;  for  if  the  Ouse  at  Salter's  Load  be  disbur- 
thened  of  the  confluence  of  waters  now  it  hath,  then  the 
Paedike  where  it  fall  into  Ouse,  will  issue  four  times  more 
water  than  now  it  doth  j  for  the  Ouse  doth  now  receive 
Krr  more  water  than  it  shall  after  the  third  work  be  made 
as  hereafter  is  expressed ;  and  thereby  it  must  conse- 
qpently  follow,  that  this  draine  from  Well  to  Germans 
Sridge  shall  not  be  need  full, 

B  Moreover  the  great  receptacles  which  are  in  this  Levell 
^y  the  great  Meeres  of  Witleseyp  Ramsey,  &c.  make  it 
evident,  that  the  downfall  will  never  want  a  head  drain 
on  that  side ;  for  if  there  were  one|  yet  the  waters  would 
first  go  to  the  receptacles,  and  there  lye  untill  the  drains 
receive  them  :  and  in  that  interim  the  channel  of  Neane 
will  be  sul^cient  to  send  it  down  in  good  time  to  the 
fail,  considering  the  Poediketo  beas  sufficient  as  Neane 
can  be;  and  the  waters  of  Peterborough  being  turned  to 
Wisbich,  it  will  disburthen  the  channell  of  Neane  and  the 
lievell  iu  general  K 
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The  Third  fVorky  being  a  Level  on  the  South  Side  of  Bed' 
ford  River,  and  so  along  and  between  the  Uplands  of 
Suffolk^  'Norfolkj  and  Cambridge, 


The  River  of  Ouse  is  the  priQcipall  river  that  runneth 
through  this  part  of  the  country  to  the  sea,  and  cometh 
from  Huntiogdonby  Saint  Ives  to  Erilb,  where  it  be- 
ginnelh  to  come  into  three  fenns,  and  so  to  Ely,  then  to 
Littleport,  and  from  thence  to  Salter'a  Load,  Downham, 
and  Lynn^  and  so  to  the  sea  ;  and  with  the  other  rivers 
doth  familiarly  over  mnn  all  these  fenny  lands  on  all  oc- 
casions of  floods,  which  come  down  by  the  rivers;  and 
as  this  River  of  O use  goeth  down  through  the  fenns^  the 
River  of  Grant,  which  cometh  from  Cambridge,  falls 
thereinto,  some  distance  above  Ely  ;  the  River  of  Bran- 
don likewise  falls  into  it  at  Priests-Houses,  and  the  River 
of  Stoke  falls  into  it  something  above  Salters  Load  ;  and^ 
all  these  loose  their  names  by  Ouse.    A  great  part  of  the:^ 
river  Neane,  which  comelh  from  Peterborough,  doth  falL 
into  the  Ouse,  likewise  all  which  meeting  in  one  at  oc 
about  Salter's  Load,    doe  surcharge  the   river  in  sucl 
manner  as  that  this  part  of  the  coantry  is  more  ovcr^— * 
flown  and  dangerously  drowned  than  any  other  parts  o^^f 
the  fenn  are ;  and  the  said  several  rivers  which  fall  into 
Ouse,  except  Neane,  do  fall  into  the  south  side  thereoC^ 
the  one  above  the  other,  and  all  of  them  cross  wise  in- 
clining to  the  north,  and  the  Ouse  running  to  the  east,  ic 
such  a  manner  indeed,  as  if  the  lands  were  made  pur- 
posely to  be  overflown,  and  so  to  remain;  the  thwarting 
thereof  divides  it  into  several  levels,  the  one  above  the 
other;  and  if  those  lands  should  be  drained  by  severa. 
divisions,  then  the  one  level  must  put  his  water  on  tht 
otherj  and  so  annoy  the  one  by  discharging  the  othei — >j 
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which  would  make  ao  imperfect  work;  and  tny  reason 
there  of  I  have  given  more  at  large  heretofore.  To  have 
this  part  of  the  couolry  and  those  several  levels  drained 
and  made  winter  ground,  they  must  be  made  but  one 
level,  and  many  great  alterations  are  to  be  made  therein^ 
by  bringing  the  very  rivers  which  ruo  through  it  another 
way  ;  for  as  they  cross-ways  fall  into  Ouse,  those  lands 
cannot  be  made  winter  grounds  by  the  ordinary  way  of 
draining,  as  heretofore  is  made  mention  of. 

Therefore,  the  principal  river,  which  is  Onse*  may  not 
go  down  through  the  fenns,  as  now  it  doth,  but  ihe  best 
way  is  to  turn  that  river  at  Erithinto  and  next  unto  Bed- 
ford River,  and  to  shut  the  passage  of  Ouse,  as  now  it 
goeth,  by  a  cross  bank  through  the  river  to  the  firm  land, 
Kbd  so  force  it  into  that  course  at  now  Bedford  River 
gocth,  whereby  all  the  lands  below  Erith  will  be  freed 
from  the  overflowing  of  Ouse. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  water  of  Ouse  shall  not  annoy 
be  country  any  farther,  the  said  Bedford  River  is  to  be 
Tmbanked  on  each  side  thereof,  to  keep  Ouse  within  cer- 
tain bounds  :  the  banks  thereof  must  be  a  great  distance 
Bie  one  from  the  other,  so  that  the  water^  in  time  of  ex* 
tremity,  may  go  in  a  large  room  to  keep  it  from  rising 
too  high,  and  the  more,  because  there  is  a  great  distance 
of  about  25  miles  from  Erith  before  it  comelh  to  the  per- 
pbct  fall.     And  those  lands  which  are  to  bee  left  for  the 
waters  to  bed  on,  will  be  good  meadow  ground  within 
some   time,  improved  by  the  water  of  Ouse  to  a  great 
value.     The  three  Rivers  of  Mildenhall,  Brandon,  and 
kioke,  must  bee  made  one  river,  and  to  that  end  Milden- 
lall  must  be  brought  into  Brandon,  and  both  into  Stoke, 
ad  all  into  Ouse ;  and  in  that  manner  that  the  downfall 
'  that  level  may  be  brought  through  a  drain  to  be  made 
a  better  fall  than  that  of  Stoke  for  the  downfall  of 
!rant  to  go  in. 
The  land  between  the  new  cut  and  the  baoke.  to  the 


364 


APPRNDIX. 


Dumber  of  four  or  five  thousaDd  acres  by  guess^  will  bee 
fit  receptacles  for  the  watera  at  all  limes  of  extremity, 
and  the  old  rivers  will  thereby  remain  to  be  sufficient 
drains  to  lead  the  downfall  to  Ouse  within  the  slop* 
Tlie  Upland  Coutitry  from  Mildenball  to  Stoke,  is  a  bar- 
ren and  sandy  country.  Therefore,  the  meadows  which 
are  to  be  left  between  the  banks  and  the  uplands  as 
aforesaid,  will  be  very  usefull  for  them,  and  receive  by 
the  while  waters  within  some  time  as  good  an  improve- 
jnent  as  any  other  lands  made  winter  grounds. 

The  River  of  Neane  being  turned  to  Wisbich,  as  is 
aforesaid  in  the  second  worke,  none  other  river  remains 
to  be  taken  order  with  but  Grant;  and  this  river  must  be 
led  away  by  Ouse,  in  such  manner  as  the  alteration  o 
the  works  shall  appear  to  require,  after  all  the  other 
works  be  done. 

And  for  the  brooks  and  runlets  which  lye  that  way,^.^  « 
they  are  likewise  to  be  guided,  as  upon  the  alteratio 
shall  appear  to  the  best  service. 

By  this  alteration,   all  the  rivers  except  Grant  ar 
turned  out  of  their  usual  course,  so  that  the  old  channeM^^ 

of  Ouse,  which  was  the  channel  for  Ouse,  Grant,  Mil ^' 

den  ha  II,  Brandon,  and  Stoke,  having  now  to  receivt^^  ^ 
but  Grant  alone  with  the  downfall,  will  find  room  enoughs: -Ki 
within  the  channel  without  much  imhanking. 

To  facilitate  this  work  for  a  perfection,  there  must  h 
made  a  sufiicicnt  fall  for  that  levell  by  a  sufficient  drain 
to  begin  at  Ouse  Slopp,  and  so  to  go  downward  near  tbi 
fall  underneath  Stoke,  if  need  be,  to  bring  Grant  and  th 
downfall  by  this  drain  below  into  Ouse  at  the  Ous^ 
Stopp  through  the  sassc,  and  the  sluice  to  be  made  theru^^ 
a  good  quantity  will  issue  f  but  all  cannot  issue  there^^ 
nor  at  ail  times,  for  the  rivers,  when  they  are  up,  wilLB^ 
take  away  the  fall ;  and  the  drain  for  Grant  to  go  in  must^  ^^ 
have  a  good  fall  continually,  to  speed  the  waters  of^^  *' 
Grant  away,  because  it  is  mixed  with  the  downfall  of^K^  ' 
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tbu  rule  of  draii 


aad  tbcre- 


bal  levell,  contmry 
fore  by  art  it  umst  be  observed  how  that  must  be,  ac- 
bording  to  the  operation  wbicb  shall  bappeo.  And 
%ough  it  be  against  the  rule  to  mix  tbe  downfall  with 
the  river,  yet  in  this  case  it  cannot  be  avoided*  And 
the  channel  of  Ouse,  being  of  a  great  wideness  and 
depth,  whereby  it  receives  not  only  Ouse,  but  also 
Grant,  Mildenhall,  Brandon,  Stoke,  and  part  of  Neane, 
and  the  tyde  of  the  sea  will  be  sufficient  when  all  the 
rivers  and  conflnence  of  waters  are  led  and  tnrned  out  of 
this  channel^  save  Grant  only.  And  that  there  is  made 
a  new  river  or  passage  to  the  fall  as  is  aforesaid  for 
Grant  and  the  downfall,  which  being  done,  I  conceive 
■bis  channel  of  Ouse  being  of  such  wideness  and  depth, 
will  be  able  to  receive  with  ease,  the  River  of  Grant,  to- 
gether with  the  downfall,  without  prejudice  of  the  lands, 
the  workes  being  contrived  accordingly  as  they  should  be. 

t  Consider  that  if  the  three  rivers  should  fall  into  Ouse 
here  Stoke  River  now  falls  in,  that  then  the  Ouse  will 
leave  all  the  same  waters  which  it  had  before  except 
Weane,  and  then  the  Ouse  will  not  be  so  farr  discharged. 
p*hat  the  drain  may  be  spared,  for  the  River  of  Grant 
^nd  the  downfall  of  the  level  to  go  in,  but  must  go  un- 
derneath Stoke  in  a  pipe  or  tunnel,  and  so  in  the  drain, 
KO  in  to  Ouse  where  the  fall  is  sufEcient^  unless  the  turn- 
mg  of  Ouse  a  straighter  way  to  the  sea  do  not  hinder  I  be 
fall ;  but  this  must  be  contrived  according  to  the  event 
thereof,  and  before  no  certainty  can  be  had  therein. 

And  if  the  three  rivers  he  brought  to  fall  into  Ouse 
irhere  the  fall  is  good  and  sutficient^  then  the  Ouse  at 
be  outside  of  the  sasse,  will  be  discharged  of  that  quan- 
lity  of  water,  which  together  with  Neane,  I  esteem  a 
loiety  of  all  the  water  it  had  before,  and  no  question  hut 
'thereby  a  sufficient  fall  for  the  downfall  may  be  gained, 
.and  not  be  put  to  a  drain  for  Grant,  and  the  downfall  in 
bat  measure  of  charge  which  otherwise  it  would  be. 


366  APPJBNDIl^. 

And  by  this  it  may  plainly  appear  to  yoor  Majesty, 
that  near  the  moiety  of  banks  which  in  the  other  way  of 
ordinary  drayning  are  to  be  made,  are  cut  off,  and  con- 
sequently the  charge  for  the  makeing  and  maintaining 
of  them,  lesser  this  way,  than  by  any  the  other  designs. 

And  hereby  the  land  will  become  more  certain  for  ha* 
bitation,  and  by  reason  thereof,  of  a  fair  greater  ?aloe 
than  otherwise. 

And  this  is  as  much  as  I  can  inform  ypnr  Majesty  bj 
writing. 
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DRAINING  OF   THE  GREAT  LEVEL  OF  THE 
^  FENS, 

ExteDding  itself  into  the  CouQLies  of  NorlhamptoD^ 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lincolo,  Cambridge,  and  HuDLiog- 
doD,  aod  the  Isle  of  Ely,  or  some  of  them* 
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Die  Martis,  29  Maii,  1649- 
^AN  ACT  for  the  Draimng  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  IC49. 
Fens^  extending  itself  into  the  Counties  of  Northampton^ 
Norfolk,    Stiffolk,    Lincoln,    Cambridge^  Huntingdon^ 
and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  or  mme  of  them. 

Whereas  tbe  said  Great  Level,  by  reason  of  frequent  Freamblt, 
overflowing  of  the  Rivers  of  Well  and,  Neane,  Grant, 
Ouse,  Brandon  J  Miidenhal,  and  Stoke,  have  been  of 
small  and  uncertain  profit,  but  (if  drained)  may  be  im- 
proved and  made  profitable,  and  of  great  advaotagp  to 
ibe  common  weal lb  J  and  to  tbe  particular  owners,  com- 
moners, and  inhabitants,  and  be  fit  to  bear  coleseed  and 
I  rapeseed  in  great  abundance,  which  is  of  singular  use  to 
^  make  soap  and  oils  within  this  nation,  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  trade  of  clothing  and  spinning  of  wool,  and 
much  of  it  will  be  improved  into  good  pasture  for  feed- 
ing and  breeding  of  cattle,  and  of  tillage  to  be  sown 
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with  corn  and  grain,  and  for  hemp  and  flax:  in  great 
quantity,  lor  making  all  sorts  of  linen  clolh  unci  cordage 
for  abtpping  within  this  nalion ;  which  will  increase  ma* 
nufactures,  commerce,  and  trading  at  home  and  abroad, 
will  relieve  the  poor  by  setting  them  on  work,  and  will 
many  other  ways  redound  to  the  great  advantage  and 
strengthening  of  the  nation  ;  And  first,  to  the  end  it  may 
be  known  what  that  Great  Level  h,  and  lor  the  ascertain* 
ing  the  extent,  botirid:s,  and  limits  thereof,  and  for  pre- 
vention of  all  doubtSi  questions^  and  ambiguities  touch- 
ing the  same,  be  it  enacted,  ordained,  and  declared  hy 
Boundariea  of  t-be  authority  of  this  present  Parliament,  that  the  moors, 
marshes,  fenny  and  low  surrounded  grounds,  botiadiog 
themselves  eastward  from  the  bridge  and  causey  ot 
Stoke  unto  Brandon  Bridge,  upon  the  uplands  of  North- 
wold,  Methwold,  Feltwell,  Hockwold,  and  Wilton  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  from  Brandon  Bridge  unto 
the  end  of  Worlington  Lode  upon  Mildenhall  River, 
upon  the  uplands  of  Brandon,  the  low  grounds  of 
Waynsford  excluding  the  same,  the  uplands  of  Laking 
Heathy  the  low  grounds  of  Eastwell  excluding  the  same, 
and  the  uplands  of  Mildenhall  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
southward  from  Worlington  Lode  unto  Burwell  Blocki 
upon  the  uplands  oF  Freckingham,  Ideham,  Fodhani. 
Soham^  and  Wieken  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  and 
excluding  the  low  grounds  of  Burwell,  Lanward,  and 
other  places  lying  eastward  from  Burwell  Block  afore- 
said ;  and  from  thence  unto  the  Mill  near  Anglesey 
Abbey,  upon  the  uplands  of  Burwell  Reach,  Swaffhaoi 
Prior,  Swaffbam  Bulbeck,  and  Bottesham  in  the  said 
county  of  Cambridge,  and  from  thence  unto  the  Ferry- 
place  at  Claybith,  upon  the  uplands  called  Qui  HalL 
the  low  ground  called  Low  Fen,  and  the  uplands  of 
Horningsey  and  Claybith,  in  the  said  county,  excluding 
the  low  grounds  called  Low  Fen  and  Often,  and  from 
the  said  Ferry-place  unto  Over  Lode,  upon  the  uplands 
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of  Waterbeach,  CottenhatDj  Rampton,  Wivelingham, 
and  Over,  in  ihe  said  county  of  Cambridge,  and  ypoa 
the  low  grounds  of  Swacey  in  the  said  coontyj  ex  dud* 
ing  the  same  westward  from  Erith,  unto  the  dam  lately 
made  upon  the  river  Neane  near  Standgroond,  upon  the 
Uplands  of  Someraham,  and  the  Soake  thereof,  War- 
boys,  Wistow,  Berry,  Ramsey,  Upwood,  Raveley, 
Woodwalton^  Saw  trey.  Conning  ton,  Glatton  and  Holme, 
Caldicot,  Denton,  Stilton,  Yaxley,  Fasset,  and  Stand- 
grouod,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  excluding  the 
low  grounds  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Ouse 
above  Erith  ;  and  from  the  said  dam  unto  Peterborough 
Bridge,  upon  the  said  River  of  Keane ;  and  from  thence 
unto  the  Ferry-place  near  Waldram  Hall  upon  the  Up- 
lands of  Peterborough  and  the  Soake  thereof  m  the 
county  of  Northampton,  northward  from  the  said  Ferry- 
place  near  Waldram  Hall  unto  Crowland  Bridge  upon 
the  River  of  Welland,  and  from  thence  to  Dowsdale 
upon  the  banks  of  Great  Porsandi  and  from  thence  unto 
Gnyhuroe  upon  the  Southea  Bank,  and  from  thence 
unto  Tilneyliurne  upon  the  bank  of  the  fen  ground  called 
Waldersey,  and  from  thence  unto  Elme  Leame  at  Gran* 
gers  House  upon  the  bank  of  the  fen  ground  called  Cold- 
ham,  and  from  thence  unto  the  River  of  Neane  near 
Thurlings  in  Upwell,  upon  the  bank  of  Needham  called 
Bishops  Dike,  and  from  thence  unto  Well  Creek  at  the 
north-west  corner  of  Walsingham  Fen,  upon  the  bank 
of  the  grounds  in  Upwell  and  Outwellj  called  Plawfield 
and  Churcbfield,  excluding  the  aforesaid  fens  and 
grounds  called  Waldersey,  Coldham,  Needham,  Plaw- 
field and  ChurchReld;  and  from  thence  unto  Salters 
Lode  upon  the  new  Podike  Bank,  and  from  thence  unto 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Wissey  upon  the  river  Ouse,  and 
from  thence  unto  Helgey  Bridge  upon  the  river  Wissey; 
and  from  thence  unto  the  upland  at  the  end  of  the  bank 
ie  grounds  late  of  Edmond  Skipwith,  Esq.  deceasedi 
2  B 
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95,0€0icres 
iet  out  in  Oc- 
tober, 13  Car. 
1.  to  Earl  of 
BcOfard, 


opoD  the  said  bank ;  and  from  thence  onto  Sloake 
Bridge,  upon  the  Uplands  of  Roxhaai,  Uereham^  VVere- 
ham,  Wretton  and  Stoake  in  the  said  county  of  Norfolk  j 
And  all  moors,  marshes,  fenny  and  low  surrounded 
grounds,  within  the  bounds,  limits  and  precincts  afore-j 
said,  are  and  be,  and  shall  from  time  lo  time  hereafter 
by  virtne  of  this  act  be  taken  and  esteemed  lo  be  tb« 
said  Great  Level,  to  be  drained  aii  hereafter  is  expressed 
except  always  the  imbanked  grounds  late  of  the  said 
Edmund  Skipwilh,  Esq,  lying  on  the  north  side  of  ihm 
River  of  Ouse.  And  whereas  Francis  late  Earl  of  Bed* 
ford,  in  his  life-time,  did  undertake  the  said  work,  ani 
had  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  parcel  of  the  said  Greal 
Le?elj  decreed  and  set  forth  in  October  in  the  thirteenti 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  Charles  in  recompcno^ 
thereof;  and  he  and  his  participants,  and  the  adveo* 
turers  iu  the  said  work,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  havt 
made  a  good  progress  therein  with  ex  pence  of  great  and 
vast  Slims  of  money,  and  so  far  proceeded  as  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  said  ninety -five  thousand  ncre^  was 
divided  by  twenty  lots  and  shares  amongst  the  said  Fran- 
cis Earl  of  Bedford,  adventurers  and  participants,  mi 
their  assigns ;  but  by  reason  of  some  late  interruptiooi, 
the  works  there  made  have  fallen  into  decay,  so  that  the 
intended  benefit  to  the  commonwealth  bath  beeuioft 
great  measure  hitherto  prevented  and  delayed:  Ani 
whereas  William  now  Earl  of  Bedford,  son  and  heif  of 
the  said  Francis,  late  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  said  par- 
ticipants and  adventurers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  arc 
content  to  proceed  effectually  in  the  said  work  of  draia- 
ing,  and  forthwith  after  the  passing  of  this  act  to  begio 
and  prosecute  the  same  without  cessation  or  intermissioD^ 
on  til  the  work  be  done,  unseasonable  times  and  extre- 
mity of  weather  only  excepted  ;  to  the  end  therefoie  so 
public  a  work,  proper  for  the  care  of  a  Parliament,  way 
CQOtioue,   proceed,   and    be    prosecuted    with  jusLic^i 
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equality  and  effect,  Be  it  enacled  and  ordar 
is  hereby  enacled   and  ordained   by  the  aulhority  afore- 
said, that  the  said  William   Earl  of  Bedford,  the  said 
participanls  and  adveaturers,  aod  his  and  t^ieir  heirs  and 
assigns,  be  and   are  hereby  dechired  to  be  the  under- 
takers of  the  said  work  of  draining  the  said  Great  Level, 
and  shall  at  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October,  which 
shall  be  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  1656^  cause  the  same  to 
be  drained  and  imbanked,  without  prejudice  to  the  navi- 
gation in  the  said  rivers  or  the  parts  adjacent;  and  all  the 
said  Level,  except  as  hereafter  is  excepted,  shall  be  made 
winter  ground,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  rivers  or  any 
of  them  shall  not  overflow  the  grounds  within  the  said 
Xievel ;    breaches  by  inevitable  accidents,  which  are  in 
3nven!ent  time  to  he  repaired  and  made  good  again  by 
the  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  participants  and  ad- 
venturers, his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  only  excepted  ; 
and  except  such  lands  and  grounds,  parcel  of  ihe  said 
level,  which  are  not  to  exceed  fifteen  thousand  acres  at 
be  most,  which  may  be  left  in  several  places  for  recep- 
tacles and  beds  for  the  water  upon   sudden  rains  and 
floods,  besides  themeers,  pools,  and  channels  withia  the 
aid  Level  which  are  not  intended  to  be  drained.   And  be 
|l  therefore  further  enacted  and  ordained,  that  the  said 
^illiam  now  Earl  of  Bedford,    Edward  Russell,   Esq; 
lobert  Henley,    Esq-    and   Robert  Castle,    Esq,    their 
heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  hereafter  following, 
Ind  in  recom pence  of  the  aforesaid  charge  and  adven- 
ture, and  for  bearing  the  charge  of  draining  and  main« 
ining  the  works  from  time  to  time,  shall  have  and  en- 
>y  the  said  whole  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  as  well 
lose  parts  which  were  not,  as  those  which  were  com-* 
prised  within  the  said  twenty  lots,    parcel  of  the  said 
Great  Level,  and  lying  within  the  boundaries  as  before- 
mentioned,  as  the  same  have  heretofore  been  set  forth  in 
October  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said 
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Four  trasteea 
to  €tecutt  cs- 
Uteei  upon  re- 
qticat. 

CommitiiSiioii^ 
cn*hcreaftfr 
DAmfd  to  dc- 
tensiine  difier- 
ences. 

WillUm  Earl 

of  Bedford^ 
p&rticipAQta 
mid  adycnlQ- 
rers,  to  tunke 
new^  or  calarge 
any  old  ctvts. 


Free  rgreas 
with  carts,  c«r- 


late  Kiog,  or  hereafter  shall  by  virtue  of  this  Act  ht 
allotted,  set  forth,  severed,  or  divided  for  that  purpose^i 
to  hold  to  them  ihe  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  Ed 
ward  Russell,  Robert  Henley  aod   Robert  Castle,  their^ 
heirs  and  assigns,  to   the  use  of  theai^  Ibeir  heirs  an 
assigns,  in  trust  Deverlheless  for  the  said  William  Earl 
of  Bedford,  participants  and  adventurers,  and  their  heii 
and  assigns,  who  had  or  have  the  said  twenty  lots,  and 
the  heirs  of  sueh  assigns^  and  for  no  other  person  or  per- 
sons,  according  to  their  several  and  respective    propar 
tions,  and  to  execute  estates  accordingly  upon  requesU] 
And  in  case  any  difference  shall  arise,  who  he^  or  oughl 
to  be,  adventurers  and  participants,  or  assigns,  or  aboi 
proportions  assigned,  then  the  commissioners  herea 
named,  or  any  six  or  more  of  them,  shall  have  power 
determine  the  same.     And  it  is  hereby  further  enact 
and  ordained,  that  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful  to  and  fud 
the  said  William  Carl  of  Bedford,  his  participants  ai 
adventurers,  and  fiis  and  iheir  heirs  and  assigns,  and  tl 
persons  employt'd  by  them,  to  make  any  new  or  enlarge 
any  old  cuts,  sasses,  sluices,  dralusy  hanks,  receptac 
or  other  works  necessary  or  conducing  to  or  for  the  laii 
draining,  through  or  u[M)n  the  grounds  of  any  person  or, 
persons  within  or   without  tlie  said  Level;  and  for  that] 
purpose  from  time   to  time   shall  have  free  passage,  ifl' 
gress,  egress,  and  regress,  for  themselves,  their  agen 
and    workmen,  and    their    horses,   carts    and   carriages^ 
into,  by  and  through  the  said  grounds  or  any  part  there- 
of;  paying  or  tendering  to  the  owners  of,  and  partie* 
interested  In  the  said  ground,  for  all  such  cuts,  susses^ 
sluices,  drains,  banks,  receptacles,  or  other  works  mafJe 
or  to  be  made  iu  and  upon  the  grounds  without  or  withid 
the  said  Level,  such  reasonable  recom pence  as  by  thesaiil 
owners  and  parties  interested  shall  be  agreed  upon;  or'* 
any  difference  happen  therein,  then  as  shall  be  ord^r^^ 
and  adjudged  by  tlie  commissioners  hereafter  named,  or 


irtfl 


ArPl£NDtX. 


373 


by  an y  «ix  or  more  of  them.     Provided^  that  the  said 
Eurl  of  Bedford^  participants,  adveotoiers  nor  comtnis- 
sionersi  nor  any  of  theoij  shall,  by  any  authority  hereby 
given  or  granted,  intermeddle  with  the  River  of  Wei  land, 
or  interrupt  the  fall  of  the  waters  into  the  same^  nor  draw 
any  the  waters  from  the  said  river ;  but  that  all  the  wa- 
ters in  and  falling  into  that  river,  shall  be  suffered  to  go 
into  the  direct  course  to  Spalding  and  so  to  the  sea,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  country  by  clearing  the  outfall ; 
nor  shall,    by  any  authority  hereby  given  or  granted, 
Make  any    cuts,  drains,    or  other   works,   in,  upon   or 
trough  any  parts  of  Deeping  Fens,  but  that  the  same 
Jie  wholly  left  to  the  drainers  of  those  fens  as  formerly, 
Bnd  be   it  further  enacted  and  ordained,  That  no  com- 
kissioner  or  commissioners  of  sewersj  by  virtue  or  co- 
lour of  any  commission  in  that  behalf,  shall  at  all  inter- 
jneddle  in  the  said  Level,  to  interrupt^  disturb  or  molest 
■he  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford^  his  participants^  ad- 
fteniurers,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,   agents  and 
Srorkmen  in  the  carrying  on  and  perfecting  of  the  said 
work ;  and  that  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  bis  partici- 
BAnts,  adventurers,  heirs  and  assigns,  or  any  five  01  more 
mS  them,  shall  have  power  to  collect  and  levy,  as  well  the 
Arrears  of  old  taxes  formerly  set  upon  and  among  them* 
selves,  as  to  set  new  taxes  upon  and  among  ihemselves, 
Btid  levy  money  out  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand 
acres  for  and  towards  the  charges  of  the  said  work  of 
draining,  and  all  other  charges  tending  to  or  depending 
upon  the  same,  according  as  they  or  any  five  or  more  of 
them  in    their  judgments  shall  think  fit;  and  to  make 
orders  and  rules  for  the  doing  and  uiaintaining  the  said 
work,  and  to  govern  and  manage  the  same ;  and  to  ap- 
point  and  employ  such  officers,  agents,  ministers,  and 
workmen,   and  to  change  them  or  any  of  Ihem^  and  to 
employ  others  in  their  rooms,  from  time  to  time  as  they 
Jl  think  tit ;  and  also  shall  have  power  to  give  recom- 
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pence  to  such  ofticers,  agents,  miniiterSi  surveyorsi  work- 
men^ and  all  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  employ- 
ed by  them  in  or  about  the  said  work  of  draining,  or 
maintaining  thereof,  in  land  out  of  the  aaid  ninety-five 
thousand  acres,  or  money ^  or  both,  as  they  or  any  five 
or  more  of  them  in  their  judgments  shall  think  fit:  And 
that  if  the  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  participantai 
and  adventurers,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  any 
of  them,  which  now  have  or  hereafter  shall  have  any 
part  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  shall  refuse 
or  make  default  to  pay  such  arrears  or  proportionable 
tax  or  taxes  as  thall  be  laid  on  them,  in  respect  to  his  or 
their  share  in  or  out  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand 
acres^  by  such  five  or  more  of  the  participants  and  ad* 
Any  five  par-  venturers  as  aforesaid,  that  then  for  such  default  the  lot 
tidpttnts  to  seU  ^^  share  in  the  said  lands  of  such  as  shall  not  briofif  in 

for  non-pay-  ^ 

mc&i  of  taxes*  and  pay  their  tax  and  taxes  so  to  be  laid^  shall  be  forth- 
with sold  by  such  five  or  more  of  the  said  participaotft 
and  adventurers  as  aforesaid,  in  such  proportion  as  they 
shall  think  fit,  restoring  the  surplusage  of  the  money,  if 
any  be,  for  raising  and  payment  of  the  said  arrears,  tas 
or  taxes,  by  any  writing  under  any  five  or  more  of  thetr 
hands  and  seals ;  and  the  person  or  persons  to  whom 
such  sale  shall  be  made,  shall  he  a  lawful  assignee  of  »o 
much  as  shall  be  so  sold,  to  all  intents  and  purpose!* 
And  whereas  after  the  work  shall  be  done,  there  will  re- 
quire from  time  to  time  a  care  to  uphold  and  maintaia 
the  same,  be  it  enacted  and  ordained,  that  no  comuiis* 
sioners  of  sewers,  by  virtue  of  any  commission  in  that 
behalf,  shall  at  all  intermeddle  iu  the  said  Level,  but  that 
the  commissioners  named  this  Act,  and  such  others  as 
shall  be  hereafter  nominated  in  their  rooms  from  tiiii€ 
to  time  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  or  by  Act  of 
Parliament :  And  the  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  par- 
ticipants and  adventurers,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assignsi; 
each  of  theuii  the  said  Earl^  participants  and  adveatur*: 
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^rs  iheir  heirs  and  as&igiis,  having  two  hundred  acres 
Q-piece  of  the  saidainety-five  thousaDd  acres,  or  any  five 
or  more  of  tfaem^  after  the  said  work  of  draining  Bhall  be 
adjudged^  and  none  other  person  or  persons,  shall  within 
the  said  Level  have  such  and  the  same  power  and  autho* 
lily,  as  cotnniissioners  of  sewers,  aalhorized  by  Act  or 
Acta  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  and  enacted,  and 
now  in  force,  have  or  might  have  within  the  said  Level: 
And  also  shall  have  power  to  make  taxes  from  time  to 
iime,  upon  the  ninety-five  thousand  acres  only,  for  the 
upholding,  repairing  and  maintaining  of  the  said  works  : 
And  shall  have  power  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  for  levying 
of  the  said  taxes,  to  sequester  and  receive  th^  profits  of 
the  defaulters  iands^  parcel  of  the  said  ninety -five  thou- 
sand acres,  for  satisfying  the  same,  or  to  take  distresses 
in  and  upon  the  same :  and  shall  have  farther  power  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  said  work,  to  make  such  by-laws 
and  orders,  as  by  and  according  to  the  laws  and  customs 
af  Romney  Marsh  is  provided  or  Used,  as  well  for  the 
laying  and  raising  of  taxes  for  the  maintatnanee  of  the 
said  worki  as  for  the  making  and  appointing  officers  for 
the  overseeing  and  maintaining  thereof  from  time  to 
itme^  and  allowing  fit  salaries  and  recompence  for  the 
same,  and  for  all  other  necessary  purposes  and  things, 
as  they  shall  think  fit  and  requisite  in  that  behalf,  out 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  only.  And  be  it 
further  enacted  and  ordained,  that  the  commissioners 
hereafter  named,  or  any  ^ve  or  more  of  themi  shall  here* 
by  have  power  to  meet  in  the  Middle  Temple  Hall,  Lon- 
don, upon  the  seventh  day  after  the  end  of  every  term, 
there  to  advise  and  direct,  do  and  act,  according  to  the 
powers  in  this  act  given  to  them  ;  and  shall  have  power 
from  time  to  time  to  adjourn  their  meeting  to  such  other 
lime  and  place  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  hereby  shall 
have  power,  by  view  or  otherwise  as  to  them  shall  seem 
meet,  Irom  time  to  time^  when  and  so  often  as  any  part 


Each  persoa 
hanng200 
acres  to  have 
power  of 
commUsioQor 
of  sewers. 


Power  to  lay 
tixea. 


to  k?y.  Be- 

distrain. 


make  b^tnvi. 


Commiasioaefi 
tameet. 


376 


APPENDIX. 


WlwnSOOOO 
icrcf  drmned, 
to  adjudge. 


To  deliver 

■eisin  of  bo 
much  of  tJbe 
^5000  &erca 
Ai  sbail  lie 
th«reki. 


And  whett  ibe 
whole  dimmed* 
the  y5(MW 
ACre«  t4>  h« 
delirered. 


To  hold  of  the 
tOAoor  of 
East  Green- 
wich, 


or  parts  of  the  said  Level,  amouoting  to  the  quantity  of 
thirty  thousand  acres  or  more,  shall  be  drained  as  afore- 
said,  to  jodge  the  same  to  be  drained^  and  forthwith  to  ' 
give  the  said  William  Earl  of  Bedfordj  Edward  Russeltf 
Robert  Henley,  and  Robert  Castle,  their  heirs  and  assigns  | 
iu  trust  as  aforesaid^  seisin   and  possession  of  his  and 
their  proportions  of  the  ninety -five  thousand  acres  for- 
merly set  forth  as  aforesaid,  or  according  to  such  altera-  * 
tions  therein  as  ehall  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  lying  j 
vpitbin  the  said  quantity  of  thirty  thousand  acres  or  more  | 
that  shall  be  so  adjudged:  And  that  the  said  William  Earl  I 
of  Bedford,  Edward  Russelli  Robert  Henley  and  Robert] 
Castle,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  such  trust  as  afore- 
said^ shall  from  thenceforth  quietly  and  peaceably  hotdi 
and  enjoy  the  said  proportions  that  are  or  shall  be  setj 
forth  and  allotted  to  theoi  ;  and  the  said  whole  ninety 
five  thousand  acres,  when  the  said  whole  Level  shall  tej 
adjudged  to  be  drained  as  aforesaid,  whereby  they  shall! 
become  true  and  lawful  owners   thereof,  and  rightfully  | 
seised  to  them  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use  of  them  audi 
their  heirs,  upon  such  trust  as  aforesaid^   to  hold  tbel 
iamei  without  any  let,  interruption^  diminution  or  diiM 
turbance  of  the  said  late  King,  his  heirs  or  successors  J 
or  any  claiming  by,   from  or  under  him  ;  and  shall  holdl 
thd  flame  of  the  manor  of  East   Greenwich,   by  fealtyl 
only,  in  fee  and  common  soccage^  and  not  otherwise | 
any  law,  decree,  act  of  sewers,  or  any  thing  whatsoeve 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in    any  wise  DOtwithstaadiogtl 
And  whereas  some  particular   persons  and  parishes  ddj 
conceive  that  the  draining  in  one  place  would  drown  < 
make   worse  their   lands  in  other  places,    and   wherea 
likewise  divers  persons  have  or  will  receive  benefit  by  tlic^ 
said  draining,  and  do  not  yet  contribute  towards  the 
said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  |  and  others  do  conceii^e 
and  fear  that  they  shall  be  drawn  to  contribute  to  the 
i^ame  though  they  receive  qo  benefit  thereby,  aad  do  fo^j 
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ther  alledge  that  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  in 
in  many  places  are  not  indifferently  set  out  ;  be  it  there- 
fore further  enacted  and  ordained,  that  the  said  conmiis- 
sioners  hereafter  named,  or  any  six  or  more  of  the  in, 
shall  have  power  within  three  years  after  the  laid  drain- 
ing adjudged,  and  such  possession  given  as  aforesaid,  to 
give  or  make«  and  shall  give  or  make  satisfaction  out  of 
the  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  to  such  person  or  persona 
whose  lands  or  interest  therein  shall   be  made  worse  in 
quality  or  condition  by  the  aforesaid  draining,  than  they 
vrere  before  the  undertaking  of  the  draining  of  the  said 
Level,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  late  King, 
and  proportionable  to  the  loss  and  damage  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  such  lands  shall  receive  by  reason  of  the 
said  draining  ;  and  also  shall  have  power  within  the  said 
three  years  to  give  allowance  to  the  said  William  Earl 
of  Bedford,  Edward  Russell^  Robert  Henley,  and  Robert 
Castle,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  (in  trust  as  aforesaid)  oat 
of  all   such  lands  as  are  not  contributory  to  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres,  and  shall  be  better  in  quality 
or  condition  for  and  by  reason  of  the  said  draining,  or  be 
thereby  secured  from  overflowings  and  inundations,  and 
proportionable  to  the  benefit  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  such  lands  shall  receive  thereby  ;  and  shall  also  have 
lik«  power,  within  the  said  three  years  after  possession 
given  as  aforesaid,  to  alter,  change  and  restore  Buch  part 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  as  shall  be  found 
upon  complaint  to  be  unequally  and  unduly  set  forth, 
and  shall  thereupon  set  Ixirth  in  lieu  thereof,  like  propor* 
tions  in  such  other  places  within  the  said  Level  as  shall 
then  be  adjudged  to  be  drained,  to  and  for  the  said  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Bedford,   Edward   Russell,   Robert  Henley 
and  Robert  Castle^  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  be  by  them 
quietly  enjoyed  in  trust,  and  to  be  holden  of  the  said 
manor  of  East  Greenwich  as  aforesaid  j  the  Parliament 
hereby  declaring  that  in  the  adjudication  care  shall  be 
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taken,  that  the  lands,   which  since  the  said  underlaki 
in  the  said  sixth  year  of  the  said  late  King  have  not  or 
shall  not  receive  benefit  by  the  said  dmining,   may  nc 
be  made  contributory  to  the  said  ninety-five  thousac 
acres,  nor  to  the  charges  of  the  said  draining,  but  iha 
the  contributions  shall  be  taken  only  out  of  such  land 
as  shall  be  bettered  by  the  said  draining.     And  be 
further  enacted  and  ordained,  that  any  person  or  per 
sons,  bodies  politick  or  corporate,  shall  and  may  be  ad^ 
mitted  to  adventure  for  any  quantity  or  share  of  twn 
thousand   acres,  one   thousand  acres,   or   five  hundr 
acres,  parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  so 
the  whole  quantity  of  laud,  which  all  person  or  persons 
bodies  politick  or  corporate  so  to  be  admitted  to  adveo* 
ture  for,  exceed  not  thirty  thousand  acres,  to  be  indiflfe 
ently  divided  and  set  out  to  such  adventurers  in  any  paii 
of  the  said  twenty  lots,  except  in  one  lot  in  the  Lordship 
of  Thomeyj  belonging  to  the  said  William  Earl  of  Be 
ford,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  shillings  an  acre;  to  have  and 
to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs,  so  as  the  party  or  par  tie 
so  desiring  to  adventure  shall,  withio  three  months  afte 
the  passing  of  this  act,  subscribe  in  a  book  to  be  ap 
pointed  by  the  said  William    Earl  of  Bedford,  Edward 
Russell,  Robert  Henley  and  Robert  Castle,  or  any  twc 
of  ihem>  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  for  how  manyJ 
acres  he  or  they  will  make  choice  to  adventure  for,  aodi 
so  as  one  half  of  the  whole  sum,  which  the  adventure  of  J 
any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politick  and  corporate  so  J 
adventuring  at  the  rate  of  fifty  shillings  an  acre,  shall i 
amount  unto  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  in  to  such  trea- 
surer or  receiver  as  shall  he  appointed  by  the  said  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Bedford,  Edward  Russell,  Robert  Henley  i 
and  Robert  Casile,  or  any  two  of  them,  before  the  end  | 
of  three  months  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and 
the  other  half  thereof  within  one  year  next  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act:  And  from  and  after  such  paymenUf 
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laid  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  Edward  Russell, 
Robert  Henley  and  Robert  Castle,  iheir  heirs  aod 
assigns,  to  stand  trusted  for  such  party  or  parties 
so  adveoturtng,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  according 
to  their  proportions  adventured  for,  as  for  the  other 
former  adveuturers  and  participantSj  and  their  heirs 
and  assigns.  And  the  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford, 
Edward  Russell,  Robert  Henley  and  Robert  Castle, 
or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  as 
well  a  treasurer  for  receipt  of  all  snch  monies,  as  a  clerk 
for  keeping  the  said  book,  and  shall  have  power  to 
change  them  as  often  as  they  shall  see  cause,  and  to  dis- 
pose the  money  paid  in  by  any  such  new  adventurer,  or 
any  part  thereof,  for  the  perfecting  the  said  work  of 
draining ;  and  the  surplusage,  if  any  be,  amongst  the  said 
William  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  former  adventurers  and  par- 
ticipants, their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  such  person  or  per^ 
sons  from  whom  any  landj  part  of  the  ninety-five  thousand 
acres»  shall  be  taken  by  reason  of  such  new  adventurers, 
shall  receive  a  full  and  proportionable  compensation  for 
soch  lands  out  of  the  residue  of  the  said  ninety-five  thou* 
sand  acres,  from  every  one  share  and  share  alike,  accord- 
ing to  the  proportion  of  the  adventure,  except  the  said 
William  Earl  of  Bedford's  lot  in  Thorney,  for  which  ne- 
vertheless he  is  to  be  contributory  in  proportion  by  other 
his  lands,  parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres, 

tr  supply  thereof;  and  in  case  any  difference  arise 
»out  the  setting  out  any  such  adventures  or  proportion- 
hig  of  satisfaction,  the  commissioners  hereafter  named, 
or  any  six  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  hear  and  determine  the  same  :  and  such  per- 
son or  persons  advenluriog  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  pay 
or  be  contributory  to  pay  any  more  than  the  said  sum  of 
fifty  shillings  an  acre,  for  or  towards  the  doing  of  the 
said  work  of  draining;  yet  nevertheless  every  such  per- 
son or  persons  so  adventuring,  after  the  said  work  of 
draining  or  any  part  thereof  shall  be  judged  to  be  done, 
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shall  always  arterwards,  for  thec|uaDiity  of  his  and  iheir 
adventure,  be  liable  and  equally  conlributory,  accordiog 
to  his  and  their  |)roportioD,  to  and  with  the  residue  t>f 
the  Baid  nioety-five  thousand  acres,  or  any  part  thereof, 
for  and  towards  the  repairs,  maintenance  and  keeping  of 
the  said  works  of  draining:  And  whereas  by  a  law  or  de- 
cree of  Sewers,  made  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  James,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  acres 
were  decreed  to  be  given  for  the  draining  of  the  said 
Level ;  and  whereas  by  another  Law  or  Decree  of  Sewers, 
iiiad«  at  Huntingdoo^  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  the  said  King  Charles,  fifty-seven  thousand  acres  over 
and  above  the  said  ninely-tive  thousand  acres,  were  also 
decreed  to  be  given  for  the  said  draining;  now  to  the  end 
the  country  may  not  be  double  charged,  nor  any  diminu* 
tion  of  the  recompence  hereby  intended  to  be  given  for 
the  said  work,  be  it  therefore  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  two  Laws  or  Decrees  of  Sewers  shall  from  hence- 
forth be  null,  void,  and  of  none  effect^  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever.  And  to  [>revent  diflferences  be- 
tween the  adventurers  and  participants,  their  heirs  aad 
assigns,  and  that  adventurers  and  purchasers  may  enji 
what  of  right  to  them  belongs,  be  it  further  enacl 
that  the  said  William  Ear!  of  Bedford,  adventurers  ai 
participants,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  so  many  of  thej 
as  will,  do  meet  the  Thursday  fortnight,  next  after  tl 
passing  of  this  Act,  in  the  Middle  Temple  Hall,  Londoi 
and  there  chuse  a  treasurer  and  clerk ;  and  within  th 
months  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  cause  to  be  entered 
by  the  said  clerk  in  the  aforesaid  book  the  names  aad  ^ 
particular  shares  of  each  adventurer,  participant,  or  heir  ^ 
or  assignee  of  any  adventurer  or  participant  in  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres :  And  that  do  conveyance 
hereafter  to  be  made^  either  by  the  said  William  Earl 
of  Bedford,  Edward  Russell,  Robert  Henley,  and  Robert 
Castle,  and  their  heirs,  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid 
trust  or  otherwise,  or  any  aasignmentj  lease,  granti  *>' 
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conveyance  by  any  adventurer  or  participant,  their  lieirii 
or  assigns,  of  any  of  the  said  ninely-five  Lliousaiid  acres, 
or  any  thing  or  charge  upon  or  out  of  the  same,  shall  he 
valid  or  of  force,  until  such  assignmenlj  lease,  grant  or 
conveyance  or  charge  shall  he  entered  in  tbe  book  with 
the  said  clerk  for  the  lime  being,  or  in  roiled  in  the  Chan- 
cery. And  be  it  further  enacted  and  ordained  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  commissioners  hereafter 
named,  or  any  six  or  more  of  themi  shull  and  may  in- 
fonn  themselves  by  examination  of  witnesses  upon  oalb, 
which  hereby  they  or  any  six  or  more  of  them  shall  have 
power  to  adininislcr,  and  by  their  own  view,  or  by  both 
or  either  of  the  said  ways,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be 
expedient,  of  all  such  points,  matters  and  things  which 
in  their  judgments  are  or  shall  be  necesssary,  for  the 
better  and  more  speedy  executing  all  and  every  the 
powers  hereby  given  them,  and  doing  justice  therein  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Act. 
And  the  sheriffs,  and  all  other  officers  and  ministers  of 
all  and  every  the  respective  counties  in  which  the  pre- 
misses lie,  are  hereby  required  lo  be  aiding  and  assisting 
in  all  and  singular  the  premisses*  And  it  is  hereby  en- 
acted and  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  Wil- 
liam Lenthall,  Esq.  Speaker  of  the  Parliament,  the 
Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Chancellor^  or  Lord  Commissioner  or 
Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England  for  tbe  time 
being,  all  ibe  Judges  of  tbe  Upper  Bench  and  Common 
Pleas,  and  Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  for  the 
lime  being,  Philip  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mootgomery^ 
William  Earl  of  Salisbury,  Edward  Lord  Howard  Baron 
cf  Escrick,  Sir  John  Danvers,  Knight,  Sir  John  Bur- 
goyne,  Knight,  Sir  John  Bourchier,  Knight,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Walsingham,  Knight,  Sir  Nathaniel  Barnardiston, 
Knigbti  Sir  Gilbert  Pickerings  Knight  and  Baronet^ 
Sir  Dudley  North,  Knight,  Sir  John  Trevor,  Knight, 
Sir  Peter  Wentworth,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Sir  John  Eve- 
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lyn   of    Wilts,  Knight,  Sir    Henry     Mildmay,    Knight, 
Oliver    Cromwell,    LieiUenant   General,    Henry  IretonJ 
Commissary    General,    Robert    Reynolds,    Esq*     Mile 
Corbet,    Esq.    Nathaniel   Bacon,    Esq.   John   Maynard^ 
Esq.  Henry  Darley,  Esq.  Robert  Brewster,   Esq.  Joha 
Crew,  Esq,  John  Trenchard,  Esq,  John  Palmer,  Doctc 
of  the    Laws,  John  Goodwin,  Esq.  Colooel  Valenlinc 
Wanton,    Talbot  Pepys,  Esq*  Alexander   Rigby,    Esr 
John    Gourdon,    Esq,    William    Leman,    Esq,  Thomai 
Toll,   Eiq.  Francis   Bacon,   Esq.    Nicholas   Lc»ve,    Esq.! 
Luke  Robinson,  Esq,  Richard  Cromwell,  Esq.  Colonc 
Edward  Rossitor,  John  Selden,  Esq*  Nathaniel  Fines 
Esq,  William  Pierrepont,  Esq.  John  Dove,  Esq.  Cole 
nel  Francis  Russell,  Richard  Knlghtley,  Esq,  John  Fry^ 
Esq.  John  Sadler^  Esq.  Edward  EUonhead,  Esq.  Jer 
miah  Whitchcot,    Esq,  William    Steel,    Esq.    Willia 
Stephens,  Esq.  John   Stephensj  Esq,   Thomas  Ducke^ 
Esq.  John  Lowry,  Esq.  and  every  of  them,  are  hereby 
appointed  and  anthorized  commissioners  to  hear,  deters 
mine,  order,  adjudge  and  execute  all  such  matters  and 
things  as  are  prescribed  in  this  Act  before  limited.     And 
it  IS  lastly  ordained  by  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  concerned  or  to  be  concerned  hj 
this  Act,  or  which  shall  do  any  thing  in  execution  of  the 
same,  shall  and  may  upon  any  action,  suit  or  in  forma* 
tiont  plead  the  general  issue;  and  upon  any  issue joine 
may  give  this  Act  in  evidcncCj  which  shall  be  of  equa 
force  and  validity  as  if  the  same  had  been  especially 
pleaded^  and  all  judges^  justices^  Jurors  and  others, 
to  accept  the  same« 
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No.  XIX. 


GENERAL    ACT, 

15  CAR.  2.  c.  17. 


ANNO  REGNI  CAROLI  II.  REGIS  ANGLIJE, 
SCOTIiE,  FRANCIJE  ET  HIBERNI-ffi,  DECIMO 
QUINTO. 

At  the  Parliament  begun  at  Westminster  the  eighth  Day 
of  May  Anno  Domini  l66l,  in  the  thirteenth  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  oar  most  Gracious  Sovereign  Lord 
Charles^  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith.  8cc. 

And  there  continued  till  the  nineteenth  of  May  in  the 
fourteenth  Year  of  his  Majesty's  said  Reign:  and 
thence  prorogued  to  the  eighteenth  of  February  then 
next  following : 

And  there  continued  to  the  twenty-seventh  of  July  in  the 
fifteenth  Year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign:  and  thence 
prorogued  to  the  sixteenth  of  March  then  next  fol- 
lowing. 


-^N  ACT  for  settling  the  Draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  1663. 
the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level. 

Whxbbas  certain   moors,  marshes,   fenny   and  low  Preamble. 
Unrounded  grounds  within  the  counties  of  Northampton, 
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Norfolk,  Soffolk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon^^ 
and  the  Isle  of  Ely  were  called  tbe  Great  Level  of  tbaf 
Fens^and  after  several  fruitless  undertakinga  for  draining 
the  same  were,    upon   tbe  desires  of  many  persons  of 
worth  and  interested  in  the  same,  declared  to  be  a  great 
and  noble  work,  and  of  much  concernment  to  the  whol 
country,    and  at  their  eiirnest  desire  undertaken  to  bej 
drained  by  Francis  late  Earl  of  Bedford,  according  to 
Law  of  Sewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  in  the  sixth  year  o 
the  reign  of  the  late  King  Charles  of  glorious  memory, 
which  said  Level  is  bounded  as  followeth,  (rts.)  eastward 
from   the  bridge  and  causey  of  Stoake  unto    Brandon 
Bridge  upon  the  uplands  of  Northold,  Melhold,  Felt- 
well,  Hockwold  and  Wilton  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
and  from  Brandon  Bridge  unto  the  end  of  Worlingtoa 
Lode  upon  Mildenhall  River^  upon  the  uplands  of  Bran- 
don, the  low  grounds  of  Waiosford  excluding  the  samCi 
the  uplands  of  Lakingheathi  the  low  grounds  of  Earse- 
well  excluding  the  same  :  and  the  uplands  of  Milden* 
hall  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  southward  from  Worlingtoa 
Lode  unto  Burwell  Block  upon  the  uplands  of  Frekiag- 
ham,  Islham^  Fordham,  Soham  and  Wickin  in  the  county 
of  Cam  bridge,  and  excluding  the  low  grounds  of  Bar- 
well,  Landward,  and  other  places  lying  eastward  from 
Burwell  Block  aforesaid,  and  from  thence  unto  the  mill 
near  Anglesey  Abby  upon  the  uplands  of  Burwell  Reacb» 
Swaffham  Prior,  Swalfham   Bulbeck,  and  Botsbam  la 
the  county  of  Cambridge  ;  and  from   thence  unto  the 
Ferry-place  at  Clayhith  upon  the  uplands  called  Quy- 
hall,  the  low  ground  called  Low  Fen,  and  the  uplands 
of  Horningsey  and  Clayhith   in  the  said  county,  exclud- 
ing the  low  grounds  called  Low  Fen  and  Offenne;  and 
from  the  said  Ferry -pi  ace  unto  Over  Lode  upon  the  up- 
lands of  Water-beach,  Cottenham,  Ramptou,  Wiveling- 
ham  and  Over  in  the  said  county  of  Cambridge,  and 
upon  the  low  grounds  of  Swacy  in  the  said  county^  ex^ 
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clodiDg  the  same  westward  from  Erith  unto  the  dam 
lately  made  upon  the  River  Neane  near  Standground 
opon  the  uplands  of  Somersham  and  the  Soake  thereof, 
Warbois,   Wistow,   Berry,  Ramsey,  Upwood^  Raveley, 
Wood-walton,    Sawtrey^    Connington,    Glatton,    and 
Holme,    Caldecott,    Denton,  Stilton,   Yaxley/  Fassett 
and  Standground  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  exclud- 
iDg  the  low  grounds  lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  River 
of  Ouse  above  Erith ;  and  from  the  said  dam  unto  Peter- 
borough Bridge  upon  the  said  River  of  Neane ;   and 
from  thence  unto  the  Ferry-place  near  Waldron  Hall 
upon  the  Uplands  of  Peterborough  and  the  Soake  thereof 
in  the  county  of  Northampton ;  and  northward  from  the 
said  Ferry-place    near  Waldron  Hall   unto   Crowland 
Bridge  upon  the  River  of  Welland,  and  from  thence  to 
Dowsedale  upon  the  bank  of  Great  Porsand,  and  from 
thence  unto  Guyhurneupon  theSouthea  Bank,  and  from 
thence  unto  Tilnehume  upon  the  bank  of  the  fen  ground 
called  Waldersea,  and  from  thence  unto  Elme  Leame  at 
Grangers  House  upon  the  bank  of  the  fen  ground  called 
Coldham,  and  from  thence  unto  the  River  of  Neane  near 
Thurlings  in  Upwell  upon  the  bank  of  Needham  called 
Bishops  Dike,  and  from  thence  unto  Well  Creek  at  the 
north-west  comer  of  Wassingham  Fen,  upon  the  bank 
of  the  grounds  in  Upwell  and  Outwell  called  Playfeild 
^  and    Churcbfeild^    excluding   the    aforesaid    fens    and 
grounds  called  Waldersea,  Coldham,   Needam,    Play- 
feild  and  Cburchfeild;    and  from  thence  unto  Salters 
Lode  upon  the  new  Podyke  Bank,  and  from  thence  unto 
the  mouth  of  the  River  Wissey  upon  the  River  Ouse, 
and  from  thence  unto  Helgay  Bridge  upon  the  River 
Wissey,  and  from  thence  unto  the  uplands  at  the  end 
of  the  bank  of  the  grounds  late  of  Edmond  Skipwith, 
Esq.  deceased,  upon  the  said   bank,  and  from  thence 
imto  Stoake  Bridge  upon  the  uplands  of  Roxham^  Deer- 
Jiam,  Weerham,  Wretton  and  Stoake  in  the  said  county 
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of  Norfolk,  except  ihelmbanked  gromida  late  of  EdmoGd 
Skipwith,  Esq.  lyiog  oo  the  north  side  of  the  River  of 

Ouse.  And  whereas  tlie  said  Fraticrs  late  Earl  of  Be^H 
ford  was  to  have,  for  his  recommence  of  effecting  tbi^" 
diflicult  work,  only  ninetyfive  ihonsand  acres  of  the  said 
grounds,  with  convenient  highways  and  passages  to  tl 
same ;  and  the  new  rivers,  cots  and  drains  to  be  made  by 
thesaid  Earl  andbts  assigns^  and  the  banks  of  the  same  atii 
the  forelands  in  the  inside  of  thesaid  banks  not  toexc 
sixty  fool  in  breadthj  which  was  a  work  of  so  great  aj 
poblic  concernment,  that  his  said  late  Majesty  ga 
great  encouragement  to  the  said  Francis  late  Earl  of 
Bedford,  and  others^  whom  he  had  taken  in  to  be  advei 
turers  and  participants  with  him  therein,  upon  the  co 
nanls^  conditions  and  agreements  contained  and  specific 
in  and  by  a  certain  indenture  of  fourteen  part^,  beari 
date  the  seven  and  twentieth  day  of  February  in  tl 
seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  late  Majesty^  a 
his  Royal  assurance  to  further  it  by  his  concurrence 
an  Act  of  Parliauicnt  for  establishing  thereof,  and  didb; 
Letters  Patents  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England  incorpi 
rale  the  said  late  Earl,  his  adventnrefs  and  parlicipatt 
to  have  succession  for  ever ;  and  in  ordfer  to  the  effecting 
thereof,  the  said  late  Earl  and  his  adventtrrers  and  parlt' 
cipants  bestowed  great  sums  of  motley  for  perfeeticig  tl 
same;  and  after  his  death,  arKl  some  tulerruptioiis,  VVil 
Ham  now  Earl  of  Bedford,  sim  and  heir  to  the  siUd  EaiJ 
Francis,  with  divers  of  his  adventurers  and  participants, 
by  colour  of  a  pretended  Act  of  Parliamerii  of  the  ni«c 
and  twentieth  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  oi 
thousand  six  hundred  forty  and  nine,  proceeded  in 
complealing  and  finiifaing  the  sard  works,  aod  the  com- 
missioncra  appointed  by  that  pretended  Act  did  ad^ud^^e 
the  same  drained  ;  but  the  same  cannot  be  preserved 
without  a  perpetual  constant  cai*e,  grent  charge  ani 
orderly  government,   which    being   represented    to  nbe 
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King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  that  now  is,  he  hath  been 
gracioasly  pleased  to  declare  more  than  an  ordinary  wil- 
lingness to  promote  and  countenance  a  work  of  so  pab- 
Uck  concernment,  and  many  ways  advantageous  to  this 
his  kingdom.  To  the  end  therefore  that  a  work  of  this 
Bature  may  receive  publick  support  and  encouragement : 

II.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  King's  most  Excellent  Ma-  Earl  WlOUm 
jesty,  with  the  advice  and  assent  of  the  lords  spiritual  ^JJ^t^MOfio- 
and  temporal,  and  commons  in  this  Parliament  assem-  n^d. 
bled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said 
William  Earl  of  Bedford,  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Francis 
Eiur]  of  Bedford,  and  the  adventurers  and  participants  of 
the  said  Earl  Francis  and  Earl  William,  or  either  of 
them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  such  manner  as  is  here- 
in contained,  shall  be  a  body  politick  and  corporate  in 
deed  and  name,  and  have  succession  for  ever,  by  the 
name  of  the  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the 
CSompany  of  Conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens  ;  which  corporation  shall  consist  of  one  governor^ 
six  bailiffs,  twenty  conservators  and  commonalty,  and 
shall  have  and  use  a  common  seal  to  be  appointed  by 
themselves,  and  assemble  and  meet  together  when,  where^ 
and  as  oft  as  they  please,  and  appoint  a  Register^  Re- 
oaver,  one  or  more  Serjeants  at  Mace,  and  other  offi- 
ahj  and  allow  them  salaries,  and  remove  them  and  make 
new  at  their  pleasure.  And  the  said  William  Earl  of 
Bedford  is  to  be  the  first  Governor ;  Richard  Lord  Gorges, 
Sir  Richard  Onslow,  Knight^  Sir  William  Terringham, 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  Samuel  Sandys,  Thomas  Chicheley, 
and  Samuel  Fortrey,  Esquires,  the  six  first  Bailiffs;  Sir 
Gilbert  Gerhard,  jun.  Knight,  William  Denton,  William 
Crane,  Edmond  Berry  Godfrey,  Arthur  Evelyn,  Samuel 
Smith,  Roger  Jennings,  Robert  Castle,  Robert  Hamp- 
SOD,  Joseph  Ayloffe^  Esquires,  Thomas  Lord  Culpepper, 
Sir  John  Hewett,  Baronet,  Arthur  Onslow,  Robert  Phil- 
lips, Anthony  St.  John,  Esquires,  Sir  Oliver  St.  John, 
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Sir  Charles.  Harbord,  Knights,  Francis  Hobljo,  Samael 
SandySy  jun.  and  Robert  Terringham,  Esquires,  the  first 
Conservators.  And  the  said  governor^  bailifis^  and 
conservators  to  codtinue  until  Wednesday  in  Whitsun 
week  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred 
si;cty  and  four,  and  from  thenceforth  until  new  elections 
by  the  said  corporation,  or  the  majoc  part  which  shall 
be  then  present ;  and  shall  be  capable  to  sue  and  1>e  soed, 
and  without  licence  of  mortmain  to  purchase  manors^ 
lands,  tenements^  and  hereditaments,  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  pounds  per  avfium,  and  goods  and  chattels,  and 
to  dispose  thereof  in  the  name,  and  to  the  use  of  the  said 
corporation ;  and  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conser* 
Tators^  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  said 
governor  or  bailiflfs  or  any  of  them  to  be  two,  shall  and 
may  lay  taxes  from  time  to  time  upon  all  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres  only  for  support,  maintenance 
and  preservation  of  the  said  Great  Level,  and  levy  the 
same  with  penalties  for  non-payment,  not  exceeding  a 
third  part  of  the  tax,  and  all  other  things  do  in  order  to 
the  support,  maintenance  and  preservation  of  the  said 
Great  Level  and  works  made  and  to  be  made. 

HI.  And  whereas  by  the  said  Law  of  Sewers  twelve 
thousand  acres,  parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  thottsaod 
acres,  were  designed  and  intended  to  his  said  late  Ma* 
jesty,  and  were  »et  forth  and  allotted  by  bounds  in  seve- 
ralty, and  his  said  late  Majesty  was  in  possession  thereofi 
and  granted,  assigned,  allotted  and  set  out  by  b6aads 
two  thousand  acres,  parcel  of  the  said  twelve  thousand 
acres,  by  letters  patents,  unto  Jerome  Earl  of  Port- 
land,* his  heirs  and  assigns,  of  which  said  two  thousand 
acres  the  said  Earl  of  Portland  hath  sold  away  about  one 


*  This  family  were  not  ancestors,  or  indeed  in  any  way  related  to  tbt 
present  noble  family  of  Bentinck,  who  came  into  England  with  King  11^' 
liam  the  Second,  A.  D.  1G88. 

Their  family  name  was  Weston.    Richard  Weiton,  Esq.  was  created  tkt 
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kiioasand  five  hundred  acres  in  several  parcels  to  several 
persons,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for  valuable  considera- 
tioBs^  and  the  residue  thereof^  being  about  five  hundred 
acres,  hath  granted  and  conveyed  unto  his  brother  Ben- 
|«inin  Weston,  Esq.  and  his  heirs,  upon  several  trusts 
igkeed  upon  between  the  said  Earl  of  Portland  and  Ben* 
jfoiiiii  Weston,  by  writing  for  that  purpose : 
^ilV.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  two  thousand  acres,  or  such  other  lands  of 
equal  value  as  shall  be  set  forth  in  exchange  of  the  same, 
li^case  the  forementioned  two  thousand  acres,  or  any 
|lHrt  thereof,  shall  hereafter  be  adjudged  to  have  been 
aadalj  set  out,  shall  be,  aud  hereby  are  vested,  settled 
md  established  in  the  said  several  and  respective  per- 
iODS,  (to  whom  the  said  Earl  of  Portland  hath  so  con- 
Ipjed  or  mentioned  to  convey  the  same)  their  heirs  and 
iMgDs  respectively,  to  each  person,  his  heirs  and  as- 
H^fMf  his  and  their  several  and  respective  share  and 
ihasesj  that  was  so  respectively  to  each  of  them  con- 
nyed  or  mentioned  to  be  conveyed  by  the  said  Earl  of 
Portland,  to  be  held  or  enjoyed  by  them  or  each. of 
dwiii,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  his  and  their  own  share  and 
pari  only  in  severalty,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  said 
eiMlveyances  thereof  to  them  respectively  made  by  the 
srfd  Earl  of  Portland ;  upon  the  same  trusts  neverthe* 
less  for  aud  concerning  the  said  five  hundred  acres  granted 
Jrasentioned  to  be  granted  to  the  said  Benjamin  Wes- 
toPy  which  the  said  Earl  of  Portland  and  Benjamin  Wes* 


IM  Bftron  Weston  aud  K.  O. ;  aftenrards  in  1633,  Earl  of  Portland  and 
land  High  Treatnrer:  ob.  1634. 
.1  Jcrooae,  ion  and  hdr  of  Richard :  ob.  166^ 

3.  Charles,  son  and  heir  of  Jerome :  ob.  1665* 

4.  Thonas,  uncle  and  heir,  second  son  of  Richard,  tet  Earl :  ob.  1698, 
vhca  the  title  became  extinct. 

This  Ikaiiiy  appears  to  have  been  possessed  of  considerable  estates,  par- 
ttcidariy  at  Over  in  the  county  of  Cambridge^  and  Wood-walton  in  the 
dowity  9f  Huntingdon. 
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83,000  acres 
▼ested  Id  the 
Corporation. 


In  tmtt  for 
WUnamEarl 
of  Bfdfordj 


To  be  held  in 
■oocage. 

lOyOOO  acres 
rested  in  the 
BLing,  subject 
to  taxes. 


tOD  bad  declared  and  agreed  upon  between  tbem  as 
aforesaid :  whieb  said  two  tboasand  acres  sball  be  boldeo 
of  tbe  King's  Majesty,  bis  beirs  and  successors,  of  ibe 
manor  of  East-Greenwicb,  by  fealty  only  in  fee  and 
common  soccage,  and  not  otberwise,  and  subject  ne- 
▼ertheless  witb  tbe  residue  of  tbe  ninety-five  tbonsand 
acres  in  equal  proportion  to  all  taxes  and  cbarges  ne* 
cessary  and  conducing  to  tbe  preservation  of  tbe  said 
Great  Level  from  drowning. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tbe  authority  afore- 
said. That  tbe  eighty-three  thousand  acres,  remainder 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  witb  tbe  said 
ways,  passages,  new  rivers,  cuts,  drains,  ,  banks,  and 
forelands,  over  and  above  the  said  ten  thousand  acres, 
residue  of  tbe  said  twelve  thousand  acres  which  were 
allotted  in  severalty,  and  of  which  bis  said  late  M^csty 
was  in  possession  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  vested  and 
settled  in  tbe  said  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty 
of  tbe  Company  of  Conservators  of  the  said  Great  Level 
of  tbe  Fens,  and  their  successors :  in  trust  nevertheless 
for  tbe  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  tbe  adventu- 
rers and  participants  of  the  said  Earl  Francis  and  Earl 
William,  or  either  of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in 
such  manner  and  wise  as  is  hereinafter  more  particularly 
and  especially  limited  and  provided;  and  according  to 
such  parts  and  proportions  as  they  respectively  now  hold 
and  enjoy,  or  by  virtue  and  provision  of  this  Act  ought 
to  hold  and  enjoy,  subject  and  liable  likewise  to  the  pay- 
ment of  all  taxes  and  charges  as  aforesaid,  to  be  bolden 
of  tbe  King's  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  of  tbe 
manor  of  East-Greenwich,  by  fealty  only  in  free  and 
common  soccage,  and  not  otherwise :  and  tbe  said  ten 
thousand  acres,  residue  of  the  said  twelve  thousand 
acres,  (whereof  his  said  late  Majesty  was  in  possession 
as  aforesaid)  are  hereby  vested  and  settled  in  bis  Majesty 
that  now  is,  and  his  assigns,  subject  and  liable,  with  the 


reridue  of  the  said  niiiety*fiv#  iboasaad  acveB,  to  tbe 
•ame  taxes  and  charges  before  speei6ed«    And  became 
Ibe  said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  extends  into  the  said 
six  counties,  besides  tbe  Isle  of  Ely,  and  forasmuch  as 
commissioners  of  sewers  cannot  legally  proceed  in  exe- 
cation  of  their  commission,  but  by  a  several  jury  of  every 
coanty  to  enquire  of  the  matters  within  their  commis- 
sioo  in  that  county^  which  hath  heretofore  inforeed  die 
said   Early    his  participants  and  adventurers,  commis- 
sioners  and  countries,  to  very  great  trouble,  loss  and  ex- 
pence,  both  of  money  and  time;  for  avoiding  which  in- 
cpnveniencies,  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  autho*  Commladoiiers 
rity  aforesaid.  That  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  con-  ^t^"^*^' 
•ervators  of  the  said  corporation  for  tbe  time  being,  or 
any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  said  governor  or  Fire  or  mora  % 
bailidTs  for  the  time  being,  ox  their  successors,  or  any  t>f  ^^IrBid* 
them,  to  be  two,  for  maintenance  and  prcservatkmof  the  KAtobet^o, 
laid  Great  Level  by  convenient  outfalls  to  the  sea,  shall 
fiir  ever  hereafter  be,  and  are  hereby  made  and  consth- 
toted  commissioners  of  sewers  for  and  of  the  said  Grea^ 
Level  of  the  Fens :  and  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and 
conservators,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the 
said  governor  or  bailiffs,   and  their  successors,  or  any 
of  them,  to  be  two,  are  hereby  enabled  and  impowered 
from  henceforth  to  use  and  exercise^ the  power  and  an* 
thoriiv  of  commissioners  of  sewers  within  the  said  Great  Within  the  Le- 
Level  of  the  Fens,  and  of  tbe  works  made  or  to  be  made  withoitt. 
without  the  said  Great  Level,  for  conveying  of  the  wa* 
ten  of  the  said  Great  Level  by  convenient  outfalls  to  the 
sea,  touching  all  matters  and  things  whatsoever  hap* 
pening  to  be  executed  or  done  within  the  said  Great 
Level,  or  the  said  works  without  the  said  Great  Lsvel, 
enqnirable,  punishable,  or  to  be  done  by  commissioners 
of  sewers,  and  therein  to  act  and  proceed  by  one  or  more  Tvm^^mm 
juries  of  good  and  lawful  men,  inhabiting  wiihi^  apy  ^'^. 
pan  or  f  lace  within  the  boapdaries  of  the  md  ^^hf^ 
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Award  precepts 
to  sudimoQ  aad 
ret  urn  juries » 


Juries  to  ap' 
peir. 


Try  all  mtttcM 
wUluQ  the  pow* 
er  of  Cofomlft- 
f buers  of  Sew- 
eis. 


I^ws  Kod  cosi 
toQis  of  Rum* 


Level  of  the  Fens,  though  in  several  couiiLies,  astni 
said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  lay  withiu  one  of  the  said 
counties  only,  and  shall  have  power  to  employ  the  said 
Serjeants,  or  any  of  them  for  the  time  heing,  by  warrant 
or  precept  from  the  said   governor,  bailiffs   and  conser^ 
vators,  and  their  successors,  or  any  five  or  more  of  thetnJ 
whereof  the- said  governor  or  bailiffs,  or  any  of  tbemjj 
to  be  two,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  said  corpo/" 
tion,  to  summon  and  relarn  juries  within  the  houodarte 
of  any  part  of  the  said  Great  Level,  and  execute  all  pre-J 
cepts  and  process  from  them,  from  time  to  time,  and  afl 
other  things  do,  as  fully  as  any  sheriff  wiihin  his  res  pec 
tive  county  may  or  can  do  by  warrant  or  precept  froo 
commissioners  of  sewers  5  which  juries  are  to  appear; 
the  limes  and  places  set  or  appointed  for  them  to  appea 
before  the  said  governor,  bailiftli  and  conservators,  and 
their  successors,  or  any  five  or   more  of  them,   w^hereo 
the  said   governor  and  bailiffs,  and  their  successors, 
any  of  them,  to  be  two;  and  are  hereby  impowered  1 
inquire  of,  present  and  try  all  matters   within  the   said 
Great  Level,  and  of  and  concerning  the  said  works  niad<! 
or  to  he  made  without  the  said  Great  Level,  for  convey-^ 
lag  of  the  waters  of  the  said  Great  Level  by  convenieni 
outfalls  to  the  sea,  within  the  power  of  commissioners  ol 
sewers,  as  if  the  same  lay  within  any   one  of  the  said 
counties,  or  as  if  the  said  Great  Level  were  one  disttnc 
county  of  itself:    And  the  said  governor,    bailiffs  and 
conservators,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  thd 
said  governor  or  bailiffs,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  sha 
have  further  power,  as  well  for  the  maintenance  of  ih 
said  Great  Level  as  for  laying  and  levying  of  taxes  upon 
the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  to  use  and  exercis 
within  the  said  Great  Level,  such  and  the  like  laws  i 
customs,  and  constitute  and  appoint  such  and  the  lik 
officers,  from  time  to  time,  as  are,  or  lawfully  may  1 
used  in  Rumney^Marsh  in  the  county  of  Kent ;  they  who 
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exerciBe  the  said  power  of  commissioDers  of  sewers  first 

Making  the  oalh  which  conrinissioDers  of  sewers  are  by 

the  law  to  take,  the  which  oath  the  said  governor  and 

bailiffs^  or  any  of  them,  are  hereby  impowered  to  admi- 

oister  from  time  to  time  without  any  further  commis- 

aion. 

.  YI.  And  because  the  metes  and  boundaries  of  the  said  Mistakes  of 

coanties,  pm- 
grounds  within  the  said  Great  Level,  as  to  the  counties  rUhes,&c.Bop^ 

and  parishes,  are  very  uncertain  and  hard  to  be  distin-  ^ 
glUshed,  be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  That  every 
writ,  bill,  plaint,  count,  declaration,  information,  pre- 
sentment and  indictment,  of,  for  or  concerning  the  said 
grounds  within  the  said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  or  any 
part  or  parcel  of  the  same,  or  any  trespass,  offence  or 
lirrong  done,  acted  or  committed  within  the  said  Great 
Level,  and  proceedings  thereupon,  shall  be  good  and 
saificient  in  law,  though  the  county,  parish,  town  or 
place,  or  any  of  them,  in  such  writ,  bill,  plaint,  count, 
declaration,  information,  presentment  or  indictment  be 
not  rightly  named,  so  as  there  be  such  other  certainty  or 
description  of  the  place  whereby  the  same  is  or  may  be 
commonly  known. 

-  VIL  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  other  com-  No  other  Com- 

*  missiooen  of 

missioners  of  sewers  shall  intermeddle  within  the  said  Sewers  to  in- 

teroseddlc* 
Great  Level,  or  with  any  the  works  made  ur  to  be  made 

for  the  support,  maintenance  or  preservation  of  the  said 

Great  Level,  within  or  without  the  said  Great  Level,  as 

aforesaid,  otherwise  than  hereafter  in  this  Act  shall  be 

provided. 

VIIL  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  conveyances  AUconi^- 

'  *'  maces  of  the 

by  indenture  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  or  95,ooo  acres 
1  r>  i.i»i  » t  •  •  tobe  entered* 

any  part  thereof,  entered  wjthm  the  said  register  m  a  and  to  pass  the 

book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  of  equal  force  ^"^^^^^W* 
to. convey  the  freehold  and  inheritance  of  the  said  ninety- 
five  thousand  acres,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  if  the  same 
iconveyances  by  indenture  were  for  valuable  considera- 
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No  ICAse, 
frriiDi,  &c.  to 
be  of  farce, 
but  from  en- 
try, except 
Icaseii  for  ae- 
ren  yeara* 


To  ejcecQle  es^ 
tat«s. 


Taici  iTTf  ar  to 
be  levied  by 


Other  tba&j  &c. 


Wbitsuo  week 
to  &e]L 


lions  of  money  enrolled  within  eijr  monlhs  in  one  of  th^l 
King's  Courts  of  Record  at  Westminster ;  and  no  lease,1 
grant  or  conveyance  of,  or  charge  out  of,  or  upon  the 
said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  or  any  part  thereof,  ex- 
cept leases  for  seven  years  or  under,  in  possession^  shall 
be  of  force  but  from  the  time  it  shall  be  entered  with  the 
said  register  as  aforesaid,  the  entry  whereof  being  tn* 
dorscd  by  the  said  register  upon  such  lease,  grant,  con- 
veyance or  charge,  shall  be  as  good  and  effectual  in  the 
law,  as  if  the  original  book  of  entries  were  produced  i 
any  trial  at  law,  or  otherwise* 

IX#  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  gover- 
nor, bailiffs  and  commonalty  shall  execute  estates  ac- 
cording to  the  aforesaid  trust  under  their  common  seal^ 
the  taxes  and  penalties  then  in  arrear  being  first  paidg^ 
which  for  non-payment  are  by  virtue  of  this  Act  to 
levied  by  sale  of  the  lands. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the  levying 
such  taxes  and  penalties  as  are  now  in  arrear,  or  at  an^ 
time  since  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  in  the  year  ofl 
our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  fifty  and  eight,  (other] 
than  such  as  are  hereby  otherwise  directed  to  be  levied)! 
or  which  shall  be  set  and  imposed  upon  the  said  ninety-] 
five  thousand  acres  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  and  shall  be  io 
arrear  upon  the  respective  parts  and  proportions  of  the  J 
said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  the  said  governor,  bai-j 
liffs  and  conservators  of  the  said  corporation,  and  their | 
successors  for  the  time  being,  or  any  five  or  more  of  thenif 
whereof  the  said  governor  and  bailiffs  for  the  time  beings 
and  their  successors^  or  any  of  them,  to  be   two,  for  le- 1 
vying  such  taxes  and  penalties  which  now  are  or  shall  be] 
so  in  arrear,  upon  the  respective  parts  and  proportions  < 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  shall,  on  Wed- 1 
nesday  and  Thursday  in  Whitsun  week,  or  either  of  them, 
every  year  at  the  Shire-house  in  Ely  aforesaid  in  the  said 
Idle  of  Ely,  have  power  only  to  sell  so  much  of  socii 


parts  and  proportioot  of  the  said  oinety^fite  tboasand 
aeresy  upon  which  aoy  tax  shall  be^  in  arrear,  or  penal- 
lies  Uk  such  proportion,  as  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  . 
and  conservators   6f  the  said  corporation,  or  their  sue- 
aesaors,  or  any  five  or  more  t>f  them,  thereof  the  said 
governor  and  bailiffs^  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  shall 
judge  to  be  sufficient  to  raise  sach  taxes  and  penalties, 
by  any  writing  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation ; 
imd  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  sales  shall  be  ^^'P^' 
made,  shall  be  a  lawful  purchaser  and  assignee  of  so 
mnch  as  shall  be  sold,  to  all  intents  and  purposed  what- 
soever* . 
,    XL  Provided,  that  by  any  colour  of  any  sale  for  non-  Savlii^tote-  . 

IUIDtltO<SO&* 

^yment  of  taxes,  any  tenant  or  tenants  at  will,  or  by  aone. 
lease  indented,  upon  improved  rent  of  any  part  of  the 
said  ninety-five  thoasand  acres,  shall  not  be  removed 
from  bis  or  their  possession,  until  he  or  they  shall  have 
taken  his  or  their  crop  from  off  the  premisses  so  sold, 
paying  reasonable  rent,  proportionable  to  the  time  that 
such  possession  shall  from  and  after  such  sales  be  conti- 
m^  $  and  such  tenant  or  tenants,  as  shall  hold  any  part 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  by  lease,  as  afore- 
said, shall  and  may,  if  be  or  they  shall  think  meet,  con- 
tinue out  their  respective  terms,  paying  their  rent  to  such 
purchaser  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  acnes  so  pur- 
chased ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  in 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding:  Provided,  that  the  said  Proridcd, &c. 
corporation,  nor  their  successors,  shall  not  sell  any  part 
or  proportion  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  for 

any  tax  or  penalty  in  arrear,  which  tax  or  penalties  shall  Tobearmr 

lour  oiODuis 

not  be  in  arrear  by  the  space  of  lour  months  next  before  before  the  tale, 

the  sale,  nor  any  more  lands  than  only  for  the  raising  of  moiethiinoolf 

iuch  taxes  and  penalties.  tomisetheux 

mi  1  *****  penalty. 

XII.  Provided  also.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  To  girc  nc^ce 

give  publick  notice  from  time  to  time  of  the  parts  and  ?car.*      *"' 
proportions  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  for 
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Corporatioii 
may  erect  new 
works  within 
or  without  the 
Lerel. 


If  cnttereral 
grounds  to  giro 
satisfacUon. 


To  destroy 
works  treble 
damages; 


if  malicionsly 
done,  felony. 


OflBcers  tobe 
sworn. 


which  any  tax  or  pendllies  is  or  shall  be  in  anear,  by 
affixing  openly  at  the  Shire-house  or  Maricet-place  in 
.  Ely  aforesaid,  a  schedule  in  parchment  under  the  seal  of 
the  said  corporation^  containing  such  parts  and  propor- 
tions of  the  said  ninety-fiVe  thousand  acres»  for  which 
any  tax  or  penalty  is  or  shall  be  in  arrear,  with  the  name 
and  names  of  the  respective  owner  or  owners,  entered 
upon  the  tax  roll,  with  the  said  corporation,  of  the  said 
parts  and  proportions  of  the  said  ninety*five  thoasand 
acres  so  in  arrear. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  erect  any 
new  works  within  the  said  Great  Level  or  withont  the 
said  Great  Level,  for  conveying  the  waters  of  the  said 
Great  Level  by  convenient  out-falls  to  the  sea;  so  al- 
ways that  if  they  cut  any  several  grounds,  they  give 
full  recompence  and  satisfaction  for  the  same,  in  sach 
manner  as  shall  be  hereafter  in  this  act  provided.  And 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  cut,  throw  down,  or  de- 
stroy any  of  the  said  works  made  or  to  be  made,  as 
aforesaid,  the  parties  offending  shall  answer  treble  da- 
mages to  the  said -corporation,  and  costs  of  suit,  to  be 
recovered  in  an  action  of  trespass  to  be  brought  by  the 
said  corporation  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  re- 
cord ;  and  if  such  cutting,  throwing  down,  or  destroying, 
shall  be  maliciously  done,  the  same  shall  be  punished, 
as  for  the  cutting  the  podyke  in  marsh  land. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Bedford,  nominated  to  be  governor,  and 
every  other  from  time  to  time  into  that  office  chosen, 
shall  (before  he  take  upon  him  or  them  the  exercise  of 
that  office^  take  an  oath,  that  he  will  well  and  traly 
execute  that  office  in  ail  things ;  the  which  oath  shall 
and  may  be  administered  by  the  said  bailiffs,  or  any  one 
of  them  :  and  the  said  bailiffs,  conservators,  register,  re- 
ceiver, or  other  officer  nominated  as  aforesaid,  and  every 
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Other  from  time  to  time,  into  any  of  the  respective  offices 
to  be  chosen,  shall  (before  he  or  they  take  upon  him  or 
them  the  exercise  of  the  said  respective  offices)  talce  the 
like  oath  for  the  true  executing  their  respective  offices ; 
the  which  oath  shall  be  administered  by  the  said  go- 
vernor, bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or  any  two  or  more 
of  them,  without  any  commission  or  further  warrant. 

XV.  And  for  the  continuance  of  the  said  corporation  New  ekctiom 
ID  succession  for  ever.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  |^ek. 
said  jgovemor,  bailiffs,  conservators  and  commonalty, 
upon  Wednesday  in  Whitsnn  week  yearly,  shall  at  a 
pbblic  meeting  to  be  holden  for  the  said  corporation  by 
the  greater  number  then  present,  (whereof  the  said  go- 
vernor, or  one  of  the  bailiffs   to  be  one)  elect  a  new 

ffovemor,   bailiffs,  and  conservators  respectively :  pro-  f^*^^®"/"^ 
°  '        •         '  ,,  V  .  bailiffs  to  hate 

Tided,  that  none  be  capable  to  be,  or  contmue  governor  400  acres. 

or  bailiffs,  that  bath  not  four  hundred  acres,  or  more, 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  nor  to  be  con-  Conaenraton 
servator  that  hath  not  two  hundred  acres,  or  more,  of 
the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  nor  any  of  the  com-  Commonalty 
monalty  to  have  a  voice  in  elections  that  hath  not  one 
hundred  acres,  or  more,  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand 
acres.    And  that  the  said  governor,   bailiffs  and  con- 
servators, or  any  of  them,  shall  and  may  be  removed  Maybe  re- 
by  the   said  governor,   bailiffs,  and   conservators,    and 
commonalty,  or  the  greater  number  of  them  present  at 
their  public  meetings,  whereof  the  said  governor  or  one 
of  the  bailiffs  to    be  one,  and  new  chosen  in  the  place 
of  him  or  them  so  dead  or  removed :  and  the  said  go- 
vernor, bailiffs  and  commonalty  also  shaH  have  further 
power  to  have,  demand,  and  receive  an  accompt  from  To  demand  ac- 
all  and  every  the  officers,  agents,   and  servants,  their  officen. 
executors   and   administrators    heretofore  employed,  or 
hereafter  to  be  employed,  for  the  receiving  and  paying 
of  money  for  or  in  relation  to  the  carrying  on  of  the 
works  of  the  draining  of  the  said  Great  Level,  and  shall 
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and  nliay  sae  for,  and  recover  the  same ;  and  that  M 

^rnmofreni  arrears  of  rent  already  incurred  npon  or  oat  of  any  part 

rered.  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  upon  any  cohtraci 

or  lease  of  the  said   premisses,  or  any  part  or  parcel 

thereof,  shall  be  received  and  recovered,  as  if  the  said 

pretended  act  had  been  a  good  and  effectual  act ;  and 

if  any  suit  be  commenced  against  the  said  corporation^ 

or  any  person,  for  any  matter  or  thing  done  in  puiiu" 

ance  of  this  act,  then  he  or  they  shall  or  may  plead  the 

Plead  gcoenl    general  issue,  and  give  the  special  matter  in  evidence, 

^''^'  upon  any  trial  to  be  had  touching  the  same,  which  shall 

be  as  good  and  effectual  in  law^  as  if  the  same  had  been 

specially  pleaded,  and  the  jury  upon  the  trial  to  give  a 

verdict  accordingly. 

King  to  ham         XVI.  Provided  alwa VS.  and  be  it  further  enacted  by 
flach  titl*  to  Um  *  . 

essoo  aeretM  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  as  touching  and  concerning 

iittidnte]rhiid.  ^^^^  P^'^  ^^^  parcel  of  the  said  eighty-three  thousand 
acres,  whereof  any  person  or  persons  attainted,  or  thai 
shall  be  attainted,  was  or  were  in  possession  at  any  time 
since  the  nine  and  twentieth  day  of  May  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  forty  and  nine,  under 
pretended  sales  thereof  respectively  made  by  colour  of 
the  said  pretended  act,  or  under  any  other  title  or  pre- 
tended title  whatsoever,  the  King's  most  Excellent  Ma- 
jesty, his  heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  shall  have  the 
same  and  like  benefit,  advantage  and  interest  in  all  and 
every  the  said  parts  and  parcels  of  the  said  eighty-^rce 
thousand  acres,  and  no  other  than  as  the  said  persooi 
so  attainted,  or  which  shall  be  attainted,  could  or  ought 
to  have  by  virtue  of  this  act  in  case  they  had  not  been 
so  attainted,  or  shall  not  be  attainted.  And  whereas 
the  shares,  lots,  parts,  and  proportions  of  and  in  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres,  which  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  indenture  of  fourteen  parts,  and  by  virtue  or  inteo-' 
Reciul  of  tion  of  the  said  act  and  law  of  sewers  made  at  Lynn, 
the'act^r  May  ^^  belong  and  appertain  to  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  tli« 

1649. 


aider^    or  hid  IraatoeB^  Sir  WillUm  Tcrringham,    Sir 
Ricbmrd  Ooglov^  and  other  Uie  assignees  and  trustees 
of  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey  deceasedi  Ar- 
tlmr  Eari  of  Anglesey*  Thomas  Lord  Culpepper,  Robert 
PbiUipa,  Robert  Scaweo^  and  to  divers  other  persons, 
the  participants  of  the  said  Earl  Francis,  and  parties  to 
Che  said  indenture,  or  their  respective  heirs,  executors, 
adnmistrators  or  assigns,  are  now  possessed  and  enjoyed 
by  divers  persons,  who  took,  contracted  for,  or  accepted 
of^  or  by  aach  who  claim  and  derive  their  interest  and 
title  from  and  under  such  persons  as  did  take,  contract 
iw,  or  accept  of  pretended  estates  or  conveyances  of  the 
aame,  made,  or  pretended  to  be  made  by  certain  persons 
mentioned  in  and  by  the  said  pretended  act  of  the  nine 
and  twentieth  day  of  May  one  thoosand  six  hundred 
forty  and  nine,  to  have  authority  to  sell  the  shares,  lots, 
parts  and  proportions  of  such  of  the  adventurers  and 
liarticipants  of  the  said  Earl  Francis,  and  of  their  re- 
spective heirs  and  assigns,  as  should  refuse  or  make  de- 
fault of  payment  of  such  taxes,  as  should  by  colour  and 
ia  porsuaoce  of  the  said  pretended  act  be  imposed  upon 
liiesn  respectively,  in  respect  of  their  shares  and  lots,  in 
or  oat  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres. 

XVIL  Be  it  therefore  «iacted  by  the  authority  afore*  Corporatbn  to 
said.  That  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  f^'gs^y,  ftnd 
the  said   compaDV   of  conservators  of  the  said  Great  oi*>fr penoni, 

'       ''  their  hein  aiid 

Level  of  the  Fens,  and  their  successors,  shall  actually  usignf. 
stand  seised  and  possessed  of  all  and  every  the  shares, 
lite,  parts  and  proportions  last  mentioned,  in  trust  ne* 
vertheless  to  and  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said 
Samuel  Sandys  the  elder,  or  his  trustees  in  trust  for  him. 
Sir  William  Terringham,  Sir  Richard  Onslow,  and  others 
tha  said  assignees  and  trustees  of  Henry  late  Earl  of 
Arnodel  and  Sun'ey  deceased,  Arthur  Earl  of  Anglesey, 
Thomas  Lord  Culpepper,  Robert  Phillips,  Robert  Sea  wen, 
wk  of  iheir  respective  heirs  and  assigns,  and  to  and  for 
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the  respective  uses  and  behoofs  of  the  said  other  per- 
fioos,  the  participants  of  the  said  Earl  Fraacis,  and  par- 
ties to  the  said  indenture  of  foorteen  parts,  and  of  their 
respective  heirs  and  assigns  now  out  of  possession  of 
their   respective  shares,  lots,   parts,  and  proportions  of 
the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  as  heretofore  in  or 
about  the  month  of  October  in   the  thirteenth   year  of 
the  reign   of  the  late  King  Charles   of  ever  blessed  me- 
mory, were  respectively   allotted,  severed,  set  forth  or 
divided,  for  or  as  the  respeclive  shares,  lots,  piirts  and 
proporiions  of  such  of  the  adventurers,  the  participanta 
of  the  said  Earl  Francis,  and  parties  to  the  said  indeo- 
ture  of  fourteen  parts,  their  respective  heirs,  executorsi 
administrators  and   assigns,  from   and  under  whom  the 
said  Samuel  Sandys  the  elder,  or  his  trustees,   Sir  Wil- 
liam Terringham,  Sir   Richard  Onslow,  and  others  the 
assignees  and   trustees  of  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel 
and  Surrey  deceased,  Arthur  Earl  of  Anglesey,  Thomas 
Lord  Culpepper,  Robert   Phillips,    Hubert  Scavven,  and 
the  said  other  personts,  the  parlii-ipaots  of  the  said  Earl 
Francis,  and  their  respective  heirs,  executors,   adminiS" 
trators  and  assigns,  nov?  out  of  the  possession   of  their 
respective  shares,  lots,  parts  and  proportions,  do  respec- 
tively claim  and  derive  their  said  shares,  lots,  parts  and 
To  execute        proportions;  and  the  said  governor,   bailiffs,  and  com- 
fstatcstothem,  monalty    of  the  company    of  conservators,  are    hereby 
authoriiced  and  required  to   execute  respeclive  estates  of 
the  said  shares,  lots,  parts  and  proportions  accordioglyi 
subject  and  liable  nevertheless  with  the  residue  of  the 
said  ninety -five  thousand  acres,  in   equal  proportion  to 
all  taxes  and  charges  to   be  laid  and  imposed  by  virtue  < 
of  this   act,  for    preservation   of  the  said   Great  Level 
from  drowning.     And  whereas  the  persons  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  said  last  mentioned  shares,   lots,  parts  and 
proportions   of    the    said    ninety-five    thousand    acres, 
whereof  pretended  estates  and  conveyances  were  iakear 


as  to  purtlia- 
sen  tinder  the 
pretcDtled  net* 
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coDtracted  for,  or  accepted  of^  m  aforesaid,  do  prreeod 
that  tbey  or  those  under  whom  they  do  respectively 
clatm  and  derive  their  right,  title  or  pretensions  to  the 
said  shares,  lots,  parts  nnd  proportions  rcs[iectivel3%  have 
laid  ouL  and  disbursed  tor  taxes  ior  and  towards  the 
maintenance,  preservation  and  repair  of  the  works  of 
the  said  Great  Level  heretofore  erected  by  the  said  Earl 
Francis  and  his  participantf,  and  fur  and  towards  their 
erection  of  new  and  necessary  works,  for  the  better  and 
more  efiectual  draining  of  the  said  Great  Levels  and  for 
building  upon  the  said  shares,  lots,  parts  and  propor- 
tions, more  monies  than  the  clear  rents,  issues  and  pro* 
fits  of  the  said  shares,  lots,  parts  and  proportions  have 
amounted  to  since  the  said  respective  pretended  estates 
and  conveyances  were  first  laken^  contracted  for  or  ac- 
cepted, as  aforesaid. 

XV  III.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  JuJicature 
said,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted.  That  the  Chief  Justice  ccedbybiii 
of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  ^^*^  '^"^^'• 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer,  and  the  Justices  of  the  said  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  time  beincr,  or  any  two  or  more 
of  them,  are  hereby  constituted,  appointed,  and  erected 
a  judicature,  or  coratnissioners  to  hear,  order,  judge, 
decree,  and  determine  upon  bills  and  answers,  to  be  ex- 
hibited, or  otherwise  as  they  shall  think  fit,  betweea 
the  said  persons  who  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
said  respective  .shares,  lots^  parts  and  proportions,  and 
the  respective  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  said  persons  now 
in  possession,  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  Sir  Richard 
Onslow,  and  other  the  said  assignees  and  trustees  of  the 
said  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey  deceased, 
Arthur  Earl  of  Anglesey,  Thomas  Lord  Culpepper,  the 
laid  Samuel  Sandys  the  elder,  or  his  trustees,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Terringham,  Robert  Phillips,  Robert  Sea  wen,  and 
tbeaaid^  other  persons   participants    of   the   said  Earl 

2    B 
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ccry. 


Epsppft  to  itio- 
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Francis^  and  their  respective  heirs  and  assignSi  who  i 
now  out  of  the  possession  of  the  said  shares,  lols^  pirU 
and  proportions  respectively,  and  to  whom  respectife 
estates  are,  by  virtue  of  ibis  act,  to  be  executed  of  the 
same,  as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  judicature  or  comtnii- 
sioners^  or  any  two  or  more  of  them  are  hereby  autho- 
rized 013 1  of  the  said  shares,  lots,  parts  and  proportions, 
to  order,  adjndge,  decree  and  determine  to  either  of  the 
said  parties  respectively,  such  recom pence  and  allow- 
ance as  they  tlie  said  judicature  or  commissioaen,  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them  shall  see  cause.  And  for  tbt 
better  enabling  the  said  judicature  or  commissioners  to  | 
proceed  to  the  hearing,  ordering,  adjudging,  decreeing  I 
and  determining,  and  for  putting  in  due  and  speedy  exe* 
cution  such  order,  judgment,  decree  and  determinaltoD, 
as  they  or  any  two  or  more  of  them  shall  make  between 
the  said  (larties ; 

XIX,  It  is  hereby  farther  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  ihey  the  said  judicature  or  eommis- 
sinners,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  s^hall  have  such 
and  the  like  power  and  authority,  as  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery  hath  in  caees  before  the  said  court  depending^ 
and  for  pulling  in  execution  the  decrees  of  the  said 
cnnrL  And  to  the  end  that  the  said  judicature  may  be 
the  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the  rights  and  preteoHoos 
of  cither  parly; 

XX.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  in  every  decree  or  de  terra  in  at  ion  which  they  shall 
make  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  they  shall 
have  regard  to  the  sum  and  sums  of  money  actually 
disbursed  and  expended  by  either  party  in  the  works  of 
draining  the  said  Great  Level,  and  in  the  preservalioo 
and  reparation  of  ibe  same ;  and  also  to  the  respective 
times  of  such  disbursements  and  ex  pence,  defalkioe 
thereout  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  have  been 
received  by  either  party^  their  tenants  or  assigns,  for  the 
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renls,  issues  and  profits  of  the  same,  and  abaliog  out 
of  the  interests  of  the  money  disbursed  by  either  party, 
so  much  as  the  interest  of  the  money  received  by  such 
party  for  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  same  doth 
amount  unto.  And  to  the  intent  that  the' persons,  who 
by  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  are  to  be  put 
in  possession  of  any  part  of  the  said  eighty -three  thou- 
sand acres,  may  not.  by  undue  delaysi  or  by  any  other 
means  or  pretensions,  be  kept  out  of  the  possession  of 
the  same ; 

XXL  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  at  any  time  or  times,  after  the  expiration  of  six 
months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  the  elder, 
and  bis  trustees  for  him.  Sir  Richard  Onslow,  and  others 
the  assignees  and  trustees  of  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel 
and  Surrey  deceased,  Arthur  Earl  of  Anglesey,  Thomas 
Lord  Culpepper,  Sir  William  Terringhatn.  Robert  Phil- 
lips and  Robert  Scawen,  their  and  every  of  their  re- 
spective heirs  and  assigns,  and  to  and  for  the  partici- 
pants of  the  said  Earl  Francis,  parties  to  the  said  in- 
denture of  fourteen  parts,  their,  and  every  of  their  re- 
spective heirs  and  assigns,  whose  land>,  shares,  lots, 
parts  and  proportions  of  and  in  the  said  ninety* five 
ousand  acres,  were  sold,  or  pretended   to  be  sold,  for 

lon-payment  of  taxes,  by  virtue  of  the  said  pretended 
act  of  the  nine  and  twentieth  day  of  May  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one   thousand  six  hundred   and  forty-nine, 

a  bring  their  respective  action  or  actions  of  trespass, 
trespass  and  ejectment,  in  his  Majesty's  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  or  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  West- 
mioster,  at^ainst  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  pos- 
sessing, withholding,  or  occupying  the  same,  although 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conservators,  or  ao  uiaoy 
and  such  of  them  as  are  thereunto  authorized  by  this 
present  act,  have  not  or  shall  not  execute  estates  pur- 


Abating  profits 
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iatcresl. 
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moaths  may 
briag^  actioQi 
although  e5> 
tatei  not  cie* 
cuted« 


liff  and  eonscr- 
TftCort,  or  BO 

mnciy  or  tuch 
of  them,    ni 
Are  therdinto 
Authorized. 


404 


At'PKNniX. 


Claim  aader 
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suaot  to  this    present    act,  to    such  pei*8on    or   petson^l 
hereby  enabled   to   bring   such   action  or  actions;  anJi 
sacli  person  or  persons  shall  recover  such  lands,  shares^] 
lots,  parts  and  proportions  of  the  said  ninely-five  tbou«] 
sand  .icresj  as   they  respectively  shall  make  and  derivel 
title  nud  claim  unto,  as  participants  of  the  said  Fraaciil 
Earl  of  Bedford^  parties  to  the  said  indenture  of  four-^ 
leeo  parts,  or  as  the  respective  heirs  or  assigns  of  the' 
said  respective  participants,  parties   to  the  said  inden- 
ture of  fourleen  parts,  as   if  the  said  governor,   bailitfsi 
and    conservators  had  duly  executed  respective  estates  ] 
of  such  resjyective  lands,  shares,  lots,  parts  and  propor* 
tions  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres^  accordinjf  j 
to  the  true  intent  and   meaning  of  this  act.     And  such 
person  or  persons,  his  and  their  respective  heirs  and  as* 
signs,  shall   have  and  hold  the  same  lands,  shares,  lols^l 
parts  and  proportions,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  th^j 
said  govern  or,  bailifl's  and  conservators  had  executed  re-j 
speclive  estates  thereof^    subject  nevertheless    to    suci 
decree  as  the  said  judicature  or  commissioners  before  no-l 
minated  and  appointe<l  shall  make  touching  or  concern- 
ing ihe  premisses^  and  also  subject  to  the  payment  of  all  J 
taxes  to  be  laid  and  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  ani 
no  olhtr.     And  whereas  there  are  several  sums  of  cnoneyl 
amounting   to  four   thousand  pounds  or  thereabouts,  ill 
arrear  for  taxes  laid  and  imposed  since  the  nine  and  twen^ 
licth  day  of  Septeu\ber  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou^ 
sand  six  hundred   fifty  arttl    eight,  upon  several  parts 
the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  subjected  by  this  Ac! 
to  the  judicature   aforesaid,  and  for  penalties  incur 
for  non-payment  of  the  same,  by  virtue  or  colour  of  som^ 
act  or  authority,  or  pretended  act  or  authority; 

XXII.   Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore 
said.  That  the  said  Commissioners  or  judicatory,  or  aoj 
two  of  them  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  and  authority 
and  are  hereby  rcqiiindj  in   such  adjudication  as  the 
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shall  make  taucbing  ibe  lands  subjecLed  to  ibeir  judtca* 

ture  a*  aforfsaid,  to  direct,  order  and  decree,  upon  what 
persons  or  lands  the  said  sums  of"  money  so  in  arrcar  for 
taxes  aod  penalties  as  aforesaid,  shall  he  charged,  and 
ihe  said  taxes  and  penalties  shall  be  accordingly  levied 
ipon  such  perion  or  lands,  aod  in  such  manner,  and   by 

I  such  ways  and  means  as  shall  be  directed,  ordered  and 
lecrecd  by  the  judicature  aforesaid,  or  any  two  of  ibem  ; 
ind  as  if  such  direction,  order  and  decree  had  been  par- 

licularly  hereby  enacted ; 

XXIII.  And  whereas  particular  persons  and  parishes  Compljimti re- 
Jjdo  conceive  and  allcdge,  Tbal  the  draining  of  one  place 

lath  drowned  and  made  worse  the  lands  in  other  places  : 
btid  whereas  divers  persons  likewise  do  alledge  and  com* 
Iplain,  That  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  in  many 
places  are  not  iodiflerenlly  set  out  or  allotted  according 
the  law  made  at  Lynn  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  late 
iing  Charles,  nor  according  to   agreetnent  made   with 
llhc  country  ;  but  in  many  places  greater  quantities  have 
been  taken  from  the  owners,  commoners  and  townships 
laa  ought  to  have  been ;  and  that  some  lands  have  been 
^ken  as  belonging  to  one  parish  and  county,  which  in 
truth  did  belong  to  another;  and  in  many  places  the  al- 
lot  men  ts  have  been  taken  very  inconvenient  for  the  toivn- 
■liips,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  by  the  said  agree- 
ment: and   whereas  the  draining  aforesaid,  and  future   Witiiout prtjy- 
laintenance  of  the  said  Great  Level  ought  to  be  without  1;^,^, 
[irejudice   to    navigation:    and    because  all   complaints 
which  have   been  made,  and  all  prejudices  which  have 
een  or  shall  be  done  to  particular  persons,  parishes  and 
ilacesj  cannot   by  this  Act  be  sufficiently  provided  for 
and  remedied; 

XXIV,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
laid,  That  Sir  John  Tracy,  Knight,  Sir  Charles  Mor- 
lant,  Sir  Nicholas  UStrange,  Baronets,  Sir  William 
Hovel,  Knight^    Edward   Peppis,    Humphrey  Bedding- 


era. 
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fieldj    Nicholas  SlilenmQ,    Esquires^  for  the  coanty  of] 
Worfolk; 

Sir  Nicholas  Bacoo,  Knight  of  the  Balh,  Sir  Lyooel 
Tolimach,    Baronet,  Sir  John   Duncombe,  Knigbt,  Sir] 
Edmimd  Pooley,  Knight,  Sir  George  Reve.  Kaight  and 
Baronet,  Sir  George  Weneve,  Koight,  Thomas  Wald- 
gravc,   Esq.  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  ; 

Sir  Dudley  Norths  Sir  Thomas  Wendy,  Koigbts  of 
the  Bath>  Levinus  Bennet^  Esq*  Robert  King,  John  Pe- 
pis.  Doctors  of  the  Law,  Thomas  Crouch,  Francis 
North*  Esquires,  for  the  county  of  Cambridge  ; 

Sir  Thomas  Sclater,  Baronet,  L*Strange  Colthrop, 
John  Millicent,  Thomas  Hall,  John  Sotheby,  Esquires, 
John  Bing,  Esq.  aod  William  Wrenj  Esq.  for  the  Isle 
of  Ely; 

Sir  Francis  Com p ton,  Knight,  Robert  Appreece, 
Sutton  A  shield.  Esquires,  Anthony  South,  Doctor  of 
the  Law,  Robert  PaynCj  Richard  Nayler,  ->  Ferrer*, 
of  Gedding,  Esquires,  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon  ; 

Sir  William  Dudley,  Knight  and  Baronet,  Maurice 
Tresham,  Francis  Kirkbauij  Lewis  Palmer,  Christopher 
Thursby,  Francis  Lane,  George  Tresham,  Esquires^  for 
the  county  of  Northampton  j 

Sir  Charles  Hussey,  Sir  John  Newton,  Baronet,  Sir 
Thomas  Meeres,  Sir  Anthony  Irby,  Knighls,  Sir  A*d- 
tliony  Oldfied,  Baronet,  Richard  Brownfow,  Daniel 
Rhodes,  Esquires,  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  the  present  Com- 
missioners for  the  purposes  herein  mentioned. 

XXV.  Aod  for  the  supplying  the  number  of  tlie  Com- 
missioners of  the  said  respective  counties,  in  case  of 
death  or  other  avoidance,  or  incapacity  ;  be  it  also  en- 
acted, that  within  three  months  after  such  death  or  notice  I 
of  such  avoidance  or  incapacity  of  the  remaining  Com* 
missiooers  of  each  respective  county,  of  which  such 
Commissioners  who  died  or  became  incapable  were  carl 
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ibe  major  part  of  ibem,  bhall  from  time  to  time  00 ml- 
nate  and  Rppoint  hy  deed  under  ilieir  hands  aod  seals^  to 
be  enrolled  in  Chancery,  60iiie  other  person  or  persons 
jfesidiog  wilhin  ihe  said  county  of  which  the  said  Com- 
IttitssioQers  who  died  or  became  iocapable  were  to  be  the 
ICoinmissioners  in  the  place  and  stead  of  him  or  them  so 
lying  or  becoming  incapable,  which  said  Commissioneri 
hereby  constituted,  or  hereafter  to  be  constituted  in  man- 
ler  aforesaid,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them  be,  are  and 
iball  be  hereby  authorized  and  im powered  from  time  Co 
lime  to  hear  and  determine  such  complaints,  controver- 
Bies,  differences  and  grievances  as   are   in  this  Act  ex- 
^|)ressed  (relating  to,  or  concerning,  or  occasioned  by  the 
Iraining  and  maintaining  the  said  Great  Level)  of  any 
|{>arish  or  township,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  as  well 
f.i^ithin  or  without  the  said    Level,  in  such  manner  as  is 
iierein after  expressed ;  and  that  the  said  Commissioners 
I'tereby  constituted^  or  hereafter  to  be  constituted  in  man- 
l^er  aforesaid,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them*  shall  from 
I  time  to  time  have  power  and   authority,  and  are  hereby 
[jequired,  at  or   before   the  eight  and  twentieth   day  of 
September  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six,  to  give  or  make  sa- 
tisfaction out  of  the  said  ninety»five  thousand   acres  to 
such  paribh  or  township,  person  or  persons,  whose  lands 
or   interest   therein,  either   withhi   or   without  the  said 
Level,  shail,  after  the  first  day  of  May  one  thousand  six 
aundred  sixty  and  three,  be   made  worse  in  quality  or 
[Condition  by  the  aforesaid  draining  or  works,  than  they 
were  before  the  undertaking  the  draining  of  the  said 
Level,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  late  King 
Charles  of  blessed  memory,  and  proportionable  to  the 
losses  the  owners  of  or   persons  interested  in  such  lands 
shall  hereafter  receive,  by  reason  of  their  lands   being 
made  worse  in  quality  or  condition  by  any  such  works 
and  draining  as  aforesaid^  and  shall  abo  have  power,  at 
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any  time  wiiliiii  fuur  yi^ixtB  frotu  the  four  and  twentieth  j 
day  of  June  iti  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
hundred  sixty  and  three,  to  altera  change  and  restore] 
such  parts  and  parcels  of  the  said  ninefy-five  thousand 
acres,  as  shall  upon  complaint  be  found  and  adjudged  by 
the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them, 
to  be  unequally,  unduly,  or  inconvenienll}^  set  forth,  by 
reason  of  any  allotting  either  of  greater  quantities,  or  as 
belonging  to  other  counties,  parishes  or  manors,  or  in 
more  inconvenient  places  than  they  were  formerly  al- 
lotted and  set  out  by  a  Law  of  Sewers  made  at  St.  Ives 
the  twelfth  day  of  October  iii  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Kiu^  Charles  the  First,  notwithstanding  any 
vesting  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  or  any 
part  thereof  in  the  King's  Majesty,  or  in  the  said  Go* 
vernor.  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty,  or  in  any  other  per- I 
sons  before  mentioned,  or  any  estates  executed  by  themj 
or  any  of  them . 

Provided,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  ninety-three  acres! 
in  Ravely  and  Upwood,  seventy-six  acres  in  SolheryJ 
forty- four  acres  and  one  rood  in  Wicken,  eigbty-eightl 
acres   in    Cow- fen n,   two  hundred   eighty- tw*o  acres  in 
Beezling,  and  thirty-seven  acres  in  Upwell,  set  out  to 
enjoyed   as  part  of  the  said  ninety -five  thousand  acre 
since  the  making  of  the  said  law  of  St.  Ives,  in  lieu  o| 
like  proportions  altered  and  restored  to  the  country,  shall 
be  held  and   enjoyed   by   the  said  Corporation  ;  subject 
nevertheless  to  the  trust  in  and  by  this  Act  declared, 
to  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres,  residue  of  the| 
said  ninety-five  thousand  acres ;  and  shall   set  forth  ic 
the  said  Corporation,  in  trust  for  the  participants  or  ad-^ 
venturers,  whose  proportion   shall  be  so  altered  or  ex- 
changed in  lieu  of  such  part  as  shall  be  also  altered,  ex^ 
changed  or  restored,  such  other  proportions  in  suchothc 
places  within  the  said  Level,  as  to  the  said  Commissjon^ 
era,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  shall  seem  just  and 
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asonable,    according   to    the    profiortious    and   pljiceis 

whicb  ought  and  might  have  been  by  f.ynn  and  St,  Ives 

Law  aforesaid  to  be  held  aad  enjoyed  oK  ttie  manor  of 

iast  Green u'ich,   to  the  end  there  mny  be  no  diminution 

>f  the  said  ninely*five   thousand  acres  ;    and    where  it 

*  thai  I  appear,    upon  complaint  oF  the  said  Corporation 

before  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  seven  or  more  of 

tbem,   that  any  of  the  proportions  of  the  saitl  ninety-five 

thousand  acres   lierclofure  set   forth   to   Francis   Earl  of 

Jedford,  his  then  participants  and  assign s^  do  fall  short 

lin  the  quantity-  of  acres  for  which  the  same  were  set  forth 
ind  allolted,  according  to  the  said  Laws  of  Lynn  and  St, 

|lces,  the  said  Commissioner?,  or  any  seven  or  more  of 
them  shall,  within  the  said  term  of  four  years  aforesaid, 
appoint  the  same  to  be  supplied  and  made  up' out  of  the 

'^grounds  where  the  same  was  so  allotted  to  be  set  forth^ 
lo  make  up  the  said  proportion  of  ninety-five  thousand 
acres.  And  in  case  the  said  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  his 
participants,  or  the  said  Corporation,  shall  through  or 
by  reason  of  their  undertaking  or  draining  afoiesaid,  in 
the  sixth  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign  of  ever  blessed 

I'meraory,  have  done  or  hereafter  shall  do  any  act  or  acts, 

'  lo  the  prejudice  of  navigation,  and  whereby  navigation  Niivlgfttion if 
io  the  said  rivers  of  Ouse  and  Grant,  and  all  oihcr  rivers  ^^^^^^*  '^ 
now  navigable,  passiog  through  the  said  Level,  and  the 
River  of  West-water,  being   a  branch  of  the  River  of 
Ouse,  if  it  be  consistent  with   the  draining,  or  in  any  of 
them,  or  such  drove*ways  or  bridges  within  and  without  Drave-w«y^« or 
the  said  Level,  as  have  been  made  or  caused  to  be  made  gt"ifi[e*d,\ritcr3 
by  the  adventurers,  and  have  been  by  them  maintained,  njpt«d|Orm*de 
unless  there  be  some  agreement   to   the  contrary,  be  or 
hereafter  shall  be  interruptedj  obstructed  and  made  worse, 
that  then  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  seven  or  more 
of  them,  whereof  the  Vice  Chancellor  for  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  the   Mayor  of  the  to%vn   of  Cambridge, 
and  the  Mayor  of  the  town  of  King's  Lynn,  for  the  time 
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beiD|]f,  to  be  three,  if  they  upon  notice  left  at  their  re* 
apective  habitatioos  shall  tbiok  fit  to  be  pre«eQt|  from 
tirae  to  tinie,  shall  and  may  decree  the  same  to  be  made 
good  and   amended,  at  the  proper  costs  and  charges  of 
the  said  Corporalion,  within  a  conveoienl  time  as  to 
their  Judgments  shall  seem  meet :  And  in  case  it  shall 
happen  and  so  fall  out«  that  the  said  CorporatioD  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  repair  aod  make  good  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  and  decree  of  the  said  Curaaiissiooer^, 
and  within  the  time  limited  by  them,  that  then  it  ghall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Commissioners,  or 
any  seven  or  more  of  them,  by  warrant  under  their  handd 
and  seals  attested,  to   tax  the  said  oinety*five  thousand 
acres  in  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  in  their  judg- 
ments shall  seem  meet,  for  the  making,  preserving  and 
keeping  the  navigation  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  rivers,  as 
the  same  was  in  the  said  sixth  year  of  the  said  King 
Charles  tlie  First;  which  said  sum  or  sums  of  money,  so 
to  be  assessed  or   taxed  by  the  Commissioners  aforesaid^ 
shall,  within  twenty  days  next  after  notice  thereof  given 
lo  the  Governor  or  Treasurer  of  the  said  Corporation,  be  j 
paid  unto  such  person  or  persons  as  the  said  Coa3fDi«- 
sioners  shall  nominate  and  appoint  to  receive  the   same*  I 
And  in  case  the  said  Governor  or  Treasurer   of  the  said  I 
Corporation,  after  notice  so  given  as  aforesaid,  shall  re*| 
fuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  said  sum  or  sums  as  aforesaid^] 
that  then  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  seveti  or  morel 
of  them,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  impower  j 
the  said  person  or  persons  to  levy  the  said  sum  or  sums 
of  money  by  distress  or  distresses  to  be  taken  upon  thej 
said  ninety-tive  thousand  acres,  or  any  part  thereof,  and] 
to  make  sale  of  the  said  distress  or  distresses  so  laken^l 
and  sell  the  same,  and  render  the  overplus  unto  the  said] 
Governor  or  Treasurer,  deducting  the  reasonable  ch^ 
for  their  labour  and  pains  therein  1   All  which  said   sun 
or  sums  of  money  so  to  be  taxed  and  levied  by  the  author] 
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rity  aroresaid,  shall  be  expended  and  laid  out  in  preserv- 
ling  and  keepiDg  the  said  aavigatioQ  as  aforesaid^  and 
tfDaiotaiDing   the  same  according  Lo  the  true  inleot  and 
[^meaning    of  tbis  statute,  and  ngl:   otherwise.     And  the 
said  Commissioners,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  ihem,  are 
Also  hereby  impowered  and  authorizedi  within  the  space 
bf  four  years  from  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  June  in 
I  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  sixty  aud 
I  -three,  to  ascertain  and  divide  the  precincts  and  bounda- 
li'ics  of  such  parts   of  the  said  respective  counties,  lord- 
[ships,  manors  and  parishes  witliin  the  said  Levels  as  have 
I  been  by  and  since  the  undertakiug  defticed  and  made  ob- 
ificure^or  by  some  other  means  remain  uncertain  and  hard 
[to  be  found  out,  and  shall  set  down  such  bounds  and 
divisions  in  writing,  by  such  marks,  boundaries  and  de- 
scriptions as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,  and  shall  certify 
I  the  same  under  their  bands  and  seals  in  the  High  Court 
-of  Chancery,  according  to   which  division  of  the  said 
Commissioners,  or  any  seveo  or  more  of  them,  the  extent 
I  of  the  said  re^ipective  counties,  lordships,  manors,  and 
parishes  in  such  places  so  bounded  and  divided,  shall  for 
ever  after  the  said  certificate  be  deemed  to  be  and  none 
other:  And  in  case  the  quantity  of  eight  thousand  acres 
lying  together,  or  near  together,  or  any  greater  quantity 
j  of  ground  lying  together,  or  near  together,  within  the 
said  Lievel,  shall  become  drowned,  and  so  continue  for 
the  space  of  twelve  months  together,  that  then   it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  time  being, 
I  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  from  time  to  time  and  at 
'  b11  times,  to  assess  taxes  or  sums  of  money  upon  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres,    for  the  raising  money  for 
,  draining  the  same  again,  in  such  proportion  as  they,  or 
I  aoy  seven  or  more  of  them,  shall  think  fit,  together  with 
a  penalty  for  not  paying  the  said  taxes,  the  said  penalty 
not  exceeding  a  third  part  of  such  tax. 

XXVI I.  And  for  default  of  payment  of  the  said  taxes 
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or  sums  of  money  and  penaltiesi  be  it  enacted.  That  the 
lot  and  share  of  such  participant  or  adventurer  of  and  * 
within  the  said  nioety-five  thousand  acres,  as  shall  be  in 
arrear  for  the  said  lax,  sum  of  money,  or  penalty,  and 
unpaid  by  space  of  two  months  next  after  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  payment  by  the  said  CommissionerB,  or  any 
seven  or  more  of  them,  or  so  much  thereof  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  shall  be  ^sequestered  by  the  said  Commissioners, 
or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  for  or  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  such  tax,  sum  of  money,  or  penally  so  in  arrear, 
restoring  the  overplus  of  the  money,  for  which  such  lot 
or  share  or  any  part  thereof  shall  be  sequestered,  if  any 
be ;  which  sequestration  shall  be  made  in  writing  under 
the  hands  and  seels  of  the  said  CommissioQers  for  the 
time  being,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  ihem- 

XXVIIL  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  the  said  governor,  Uai- 
lifl's  and  corporation  constituted  by  tills  Act,  shall  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  pay  such  tax  or  taxes  and  penalties, 
sum  or  sums  of  money,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  here- 
after be  taxed  and  Imposed  by  the  said  Commissioners 
before  named  or  to  be  named  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  or  any 
seven  or  more  of  ihem,  pursuant  to  the  powders  given 
them  by  this  Act;  whereupon  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
any  person  or  persons,  his  or  their  tenant  or  teuanls,  of 
and  in  the  said  inucty-five  thousand  acres,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  be  distn^incd  or  sold,  or  bis  or  their  laud* 
sequejslered  for  the  payment  thereof,  or  that  such  person 
or  persons,  his  or  their  tenant  or  tenants,  shall  thereupoo 
pay  the  said  tax  or  taxes  and  penalties  so  assessed  and 
imposed  as  aforesaid,  that  then  the  said  governor,  bai- 
liffs and  corporation,  immediately  from  and  after  notice 
to  him  or  them  given  I  hereof,  shall  assess  and  tax  the 
whole  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  for  the  satisfaction  and 
payment  of  the  lax,  taxes  and  penalties,  sum  and  sums 
of  money,  and  all  damages,  that  such  person  or  persoDi, 


APPBNDIX. 


413 


his  or  Llieir  leoatit  or  tenatits,  hath  or  have  paid,  borne 
or  sustained  as  aforesaid. 

XXIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  if  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  corpo- 
ration shall  not,  within  six  monlhs  next  after  demand 
made  by  such  person  or  persons,  his  and  their  heirs,  exe- 
cutors and  administrators,  whose  own,  or  tenant  or  te- 
uants  goods  and  chattels  shall  be  distrained  or  sold,  or 
lands  sequestered  as  aforesaid,  pay  and  satisfy  unto  him 
or  them,  such  sum  and  sums  of  money,  and  damages, 
as  he  or  they,  or  his  and  their  respective  tenant  or  te- 
nants have  respectively  paid,  borne  and  sustained,  that 
then  and  from  thenceforth  such  person  and  persons,  his 
and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  may  bring  his  and 
their  action  or  actions  of  debt  in  any  of  the  King's  Ma- 
jesty's Courts  at  Westminster,  against  the  said  governor, 
bailiffs  and  corporation^  for  the  recovery  thereof,  and 
by  virtue  of  Lhis  Act  shall   recover  the  same,  and  be  al- 

^Jowed  costs  of  suit  expended  iherein, 

XXX,  And  be   it  further  enacted    by   the    authority 
iforesaiJ,  That  the  Commissioners  so  constituted  or  to 

tfye  faejreafter  constituted  as  aforesaid,  or  any  seven  or 
[more  of  them,  for  the  better  execution  of  the  powera 
[hereby  given,  shall  and  may  inform  themselves  by  ex- 
lamlning  witnesses  upon  oath,  wliich  hereby  they,  or  any 
licven  or  more  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  administer 
[-due  execution  of  all,  every  or  any  of  the  powers  or  au- 
ihorilies  hereby  given  them,  and  for  the  doing  justice 
|lherein  accordingly. 

XXX L  Frovidt^d  always,  that  the  said  Commis- 
Fsioners  ai*d  every  of  ihum,  before  he  or  they  lake  upon 
him  or  them  the  execution  of  any  of  the  powers  or  au- 
thorities hereby  given  them,  other  than  the  administering 
the  oalh  following  to  one  another,  which  they  shall  have 
aulhority  by  this  present  Act  to  administer  to  one  ano- 
ther.  tball  take  I  be  oath  following  {viz.) 
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I  A,  B.  shall  and  will,  without  favour  or  affection,  lia- 
tred  or  malice,  truly  and  imparlially,  accord iog  lo  the  | 
be«t  of  my  skill  and  knowledge,  execute  and   perforn] 
all  and  every  the  powers  and  authorities  established  by  I 
this  Act  of  Parliament. 


CommiMioncrs 


Which  oath  any  one  of  the  said  Commissioners  artij 
hereby  authorized  to  admiaister. 

XXXtL  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority] 
fiD«L°  aforesaid.  That  all  judgments,  orders,  decrees,  determi«] 

nations,  alterations,  changes,  restorationsp  and  otberl 
acts  done  by  the  said  Commissioners  hereby  conslilotedl 
or  hereafter  to  be  consliluted  as  aforesaid,  or  of  any  sevea  I 
or  more  of  them  respectively,  pursuant  to  the  powers  and] 
authorities  by  this  Act  given,  shall  be  final  ;  and  that  thej 
first  time  and  place  of  their  meeting  shnll  be  at  or  before 
the  two  and  twentieth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of] 
our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  sixty  and  three,  at] 
Ely. 

XXXfIL  And  that  afterwards  the  usual  places  where 
the  said  Commissioners  shall  sit  to  hear,  order  and  deter- 1 
mine  the  matters   to    them  referred   by  this  Act,  shall} 
from  the  nine  and  twentieth  day  of  September  to  the  six 
and  twentieth  day  of  March   in  every  year,  be  at  the 
town  of  Huntingdon;  and,  from  the  five  and  twentietli 
day  of  March  till  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  in  every] 
year,  be  at  Ely,  unless   the  said  Commissioners   hereby 
constituted,  or  hereafter  to  be  constituted  as  afuresatd.of  1 
any  seven  or  more  of  them,  shall  appoint  soaie  otheri 
place  or  places,  being  a  market  town  or  towns;  and  thej 
said  Commissioners,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  sballi  I 
by  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals,  dt  clare  the  places  I 
and  times  of  their  after-meeting,  which  warrant  shall  be  I 
published  in  the  open  market  of  such  respective  places  , 
where  they  last  sat,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  twO| 
upon  some  market  day,  one  month  at  the  least  before  tbe. 
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said  time  or  times  of  meeting;  to  the  end  all  persoos 
cooceroed  may  have  sufficient  time  and  notice  to  make 
their  appearance  before  them  upon  any  cause  of  com- 
plaint, or  other  occasion  ;  and  shall  have  power  and  au* 
thority,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  any 
seven  or  more  of  them^  to  summon  parties  and  witnesses 
to  appear  before  them. 

XXXIV,  Provided,  That  none  of  the  said  Commis-    Commlteionen 

^  not  to  Tot€  in 

sioners  hereb}^  constituted,  or  hereafter  to  be  consLituled   bounris  of  tbeir 
as  aforesaid,  shall  vote  or  give  his  judgment  or  determi-  ^^^^  ^*'' 
nation  in  any  matter  or  thing  which  concerns  the  divi- 
sion or  bounds  of  (he  county,  of  or  for  which  he  is  ap- 
pointed Commissioner* 

XXXV,  Provided  also.  That  no  person  who  halh  any 
part,  share  or  interest  in  possession,  or  reversion  of  or  in 
any  manors  or  lands  within  the  said  Levels  shall  be  a 
Commissioner. 

XXXVI,  And  in  case  of  descent,  gift,  devise  or  pur- 
chase of  any  such  part,  share  or  interest  to  or  by  any  of 
the  said  Commissioners,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  en- 
acted. That  inmiediately  after  such  descent,  gift,  devise 
or  purchase  to  or  by  any  such  Commisftioner,  the  said 
descent,  gift,  devise  or  purchase  shall  be  an  avoidance 
of  his  being  a  Commissioner;  and  shall  make  him  be  in- 
CBpable  of  being  again  nominated  or  appointed  a  Com- 
missioner, whilst  his  interest  doth  remain. 

XXXV  [L  Provided  also,  and  the  said  Commissioners   Make  mttsrae- 
for  the  time  being,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  shall   pcjomted  by 
from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  have  power  and  an.   ««*''**™* 
thority  to  give  and  make  satisfaction,  out  of  the  ninety- 
five  thousand  acres,  to  such  person  or  persons  whose 
lands  or  interest  therein  (by  any  new  works  hereafter  to 
be  made  by  the  said  Corporation  without  the  said  LereU 
for  conveying  of  the  waters  of  the  said  Level  by  convenient 
outfalls  to  the  sea)  shall  be  made  worse  in  quality,  con- 
dition or  valuCp  than  they  were  before  the  said  undertake 
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ing  in  the  ^aiit  sixtb  year  of  Lbc  said  ItiLtr  King  Charles^ 
propoitionnbfe  to  the  loss  aod  damage  the  parlies  shall 
receive  thereby. 

XXXVlii,  And  to  the  end  ibat  the  owners  of  the 
coinnions  and  wastes  in  ibe  said  Level,  and  other  towns^ 
parishes  and  |>laces  unto  which  the  works  aforesaid  or 
any  of  them  do  extend,  may  improve  the  same  by  mak- 
ing divisions  and  inclosnres  j  be  it  provided  and  enacted 
by  the  anlhorily  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  any  person  or  persons,  body  pohtick  or  corporale 
whatsoever,  their  heirs  and  successors,  that  are  or  shall 
be  lords  of  manors,  or  have  or  shall  have  right  of  com- 
mon in  the  said  wastes,  to  improve,  set  out,  inclose> 
divide  and  sever  such  proportion  or  proportions  as  to 
them  shall  or  may  severally  or  respectively  belong  or  ap- 
pertain, or  be  adjudged  and  allotted  out  of  the  said  com- 
mons and  wastes  within  the  said  Level,  or  within  any 
town,  parish  or  place  into  which  the  works  aforesaid  or 
any  of  them  do  extend  ;  and  to  hold  such  proportion  in 
severalty  at  all  times  of  the  year;  and  all  differences  that 
shall  arise  concerniug  the  boundaries  of  the  wastes* 
rights  of  common^  approvements,  allotments,  diviaions 
and  inclosnres,  shall  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times 
be  determined,  adjudged  and  finally  ended  by  the  said 
Commissioners  for  the  time  being,  or  any  seven  or  more 
of  them,  upon  their  view,  or  examination  of  witnesses 
upon  oath,  which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  admi* 
nister,  or  upon  both,  and  hearing  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, by  their  adjudication  under  their  hands  and  seals 
in  writings,  which  determination  and  judgment  being 
certified  into  the  petty  bag,  there  to  be  filed  and  kept  ou 
record,  shall  be  final  ahd  conclusive  unto  all  parties: 
find  the  allolments,  divisions  and  proportions  so  adjudged 
or  decreed  lo  he  held  by  the  said  respective  persons  to 
whom  they  are  so  set  out,  shall  be  held  by  him  or  tbem, 
and  his  and   their  heirs,  executors  and  assigns  respec- 
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lively^  according  to  his  or  their  tenure  or  tenures,  estate,  Tenares  as 
title  or  interest  they  had  in  the  manors,  tenements  and    ^'"*'  ^' 
lands  for  which  they  claimed  the  said  proportions  of  com- 
mon as  aforesaid  ;  paying  such  fines  and  rents,  and  doing  Pay  rents,  &c. 
such  services  in  proportion  for  the  same,  as  by  custom 
or  otherways  they  are  to  pay  or  do,  and  do  for  the  ma- 
norsy  tenements  and  lands  for  which  they  claim  the  same 
proportion,  having  such  respect  to  the  yearly  values  of 
the  one  and  the  other,  as  shall  (if  need  so  require)  be 
limited  by  seven  or  more  of  the  Commissioners. 

XXXIX*  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  it  Sutton  Mead- 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  person  and  per-  ^^^* 
sons  (as  were  heretofore  owners  of  the  one  hundred  se- 
venty-five acres  in  Sutton,  North  and  South  Meadland 
in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely,  set  out  by  the  said  Law  of  St. 
Ives,  as  a  recompence  for  draining  the  whqle  north  and 
south  Headlands,  containing  about  one  thousand  acres) 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  to  sue  and  implead  before  the  said 
Commissioners  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  the  said  north  and  south  Meadlands,  or 
elsewhere  within  the  said  Great  Level,  to  draw  them  into 
contribution  for  their  several  and  respective  proportions 
of  the  said  north  and  south  Meadlands  towards  the  said 
one  hundred  seventy-five  acres :  and  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  shall  thereupon 
adjudge  and  decree  unto  the  said  owners  of  the  said  one 
hundred  seventy-five  acres,  or  such  of  them  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns,  such  recompence 
and  satisfaction,  either  in  ready  money,  yearly  rent  or 
land,  out  of  the  residue  of  the  said  north  and  south 
Meadlands,  as  to  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  seven 
or  mere  of  them  shall  seem  meetj  to  be  held  and  enjoyed 
by  the  said  owners  of  the  said  one  hundred  seventy-five 
acres,  their  heirs  and  assigns. 

XL.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  Londoners 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  Sir  John  Walts,  Knight. 
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and  others  who  derive  any  intcrei^t  under  the  drainers  of 
tbat  Fen  called  Londoners  Fen,  his  and  their  heirs  and 
assigns^  to  sue  and  implead  at}  and  every  person  and  per-* 
sons,  their  executors  and  administrators,  that  have  takeffl 
and  received  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  or  their  share  andi 
proportion  of  Londoners  Fen,  remaining  from  the  share 
and  proportion  allotted  and  set  out  by  the  said  Law  of 
St.  Ives,  since  the  said  Level  was  adjudged  drained,  and^ 
to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  < 
Courts  at  Westminster;  and  also  that  it  shall  and  may  I 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Sir  John  Wattt,  and  the 
participants  aforesaid,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns, , 
heretofore  owners  of  the  several  proportions  in  Londoners  \ 
Fen,  set  out  by  St.  Ives  law  for  the  adventurers  recom- 
pence  for  draining  the  low  grounds  in  Up  well,  Outwell,  j 
andWelney,  to  pursue  and  prosecute  before  the  said  com-  ] 
inissioners,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  their  claim,  and 
sue  for  relief  against  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  fenny 
and  low  surrounded  grounds  lying  in  Upwell,  Outwell,] 
and  Welney  aforesaid,  whose  grounds  did  not  all  conlfi- 
hute,  or  not  in  equal  proportion,  to  the  said  ninety-fivej 
thousand  acres,  to  draw  them  into  contribution  in  easej 
of  the  said   Sir  John  Watts,  and  the  participants  afore- 
said, and  thereupon  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  seven  I 
or  more  of  them^  arc  hereby  impowered  to  adjudge  and 
decree  unto  the  said  Sir  John  Watts,  and  the  participanU  | 
aforesaid,  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  such   proper* 
tion  out  of  the  said   grounds,  which  have  not    equally  I 
contributed  as  aforesaid^  as  to  the  said  commissioners,! 
or  any  seven  or  more  shall  seem  meet. 

XLL  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  Thai  it] 
shall  and  may  he  lawful  for  the  King's  Majesty  and  ihcj 
Queen's  Majesty,  their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  tol 
continue  in  the  possession,  usage  and  disposal  of  ibil 
bank  called  Doused  ale  Bank,  being  on  the  south  side  < 
his  Majesty's  demean  lands  called  Porlsand,  belonging  tol 
iheir  manor  of  Crowland,  being  part  thereof,  and  to  have 
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such  Mtient  passages  and  currents  as  of  right  have  been 
Cised  and  accustomed  for  the  avoidance  of  water  through 
die  same  into  the  river  South-Eacj  as  if  this  Act  had 
never  been  made. 

XLII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  an-  Bofies  Poll- 
tbority  aforeswd,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  ^^  ^  *"^ 
for«very  archbishop,  bishop^  dean,  and  chapter,  and  all 
colleges  and  halls  in  either  university^  and  all  bodies  po- 
litick and  corporate,  who  are  or  shall  be  lords  of  manors, 
^  kave  or  shall  have  right  of  soil  or  common  in  the 
wastes  within  this  said  Level,  or  within  such  other 
towns,  parishes  and  places  into  which  the  works  of  the 
fltaiaifig  aforesaid  do  or  shall  extend,  and  who  are  by 
this  Act  impowered  to  improve,  set  out,  inclose,  divide 
and  sever  such  proportion  or  proportions,  as  to  them 
sfaaH  or  may  respectively  belong  t>r  appertain  out  of  the 
said  commons  and  wastes  within  the  said  Level,  to  de-^ 
ttme,  by  indenture,  all  and  every  the  said  such  propor- 
tion or  proportions,  as  to  them  shall  or  may  respectively 
bdoog  or  appertain  out  of  the  said  commons  or  wastes 
wf thur  the  said  Level,  which  have  not  by  express  words, 
andimder  any  particular  rent,  been  at  any  time  formerly 
demised  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  not  exceeding 
one  and  twenty  years,  so  as  upon  every  such  demise  or 
lease  be  reserved  the  fourth  part  of  the  true  yearly  value, 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  or  any 
seven  of  them,  due  and  payable  yearly  during  the  said 
term,  to  him  or  them,  and  his  and  their  successors. 

XLIIL  Provided  always,  and  be  it  declared  by  and  Mr.  Chichety^ 
with  the  consent  of  all  parties  concerned,  That  neither 
this  Act,  nor  any  thing  therein  contained)  shall  extend 
or  be  construed  to  extend  to  alter  the  possession  of  Tho- 
mas Chicheley,  Esq.  of  or  from  six  hundred  seventy-one 
acres,  parcel  of  the  lot  now  claimed  to  belong  to  the  said 
Irostees  of  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surry,  and  two 
bandred  Cbirty-one  acres,  parcel  of  the  lot  now  claimed  to 
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belong  to  the  said  Sir  William  Teningham,  or  from  any 
part  thereof,  by  him  the  said  Thomas  Cbicheley  now  en- 
joyed under  purchasers  by  sales,  for  non-payment  of  taxes 
upon  the  dispute  between  the  old  and  new  adventurers ; 
but  that  the  said  corporation  shall  execute  conveyances  of 
the  said  respective  proportion  unto  the  said  Thomas  Cbi- 
cheley, his  heirs  and  assigns;  any  thing  herein  contained 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Rightsof Lord!       XLIV.  Provided  always^  and  be  it  enacted.  That  all 

forWaifetf&c.  ^^^^x  right  or  rights,  as  any  lord  or  lords  of  any  manor 
or  manors,  liberties^  hundred  or  half-hundred,  have  here- 
tofore had  within  their  respective  manor  or  manors,  li- 
berties, hundred  or  half-hundred,  within  or  withoat  the 
said  Level,  to  waifes,  strays,  felons  goods,  privileges  of 
arrests,  escheats,  and  all  other  royalties,  not  prejudicial 
to  the  draining,  be  hereby  saved  to  them,  their  heirs, 
successors  and  assigns,  severally  and  respectively ;  any 
thing  in  this  Act  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Waldenea.  XLV.  Provided  always.  That  this  Act,  or  any  thing 

therein  contained,  shall  not  be  interpreted  to  infringe  or 
any  way  to  weaken  an  Act  made  the  fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  James,  intitled,  An  Act  for  the  Draining 
of  certain  Fens  and  Low  Grounds  within  the  Isle  of  Ely, 
subject  to  Hurt  by  surrounding,  containing  about  Six 
Thousand  Acres,  compassed  about  with  certain  Banks 
commonly  called  and  named  the  Ring  of  Waldersea  and 
Coldham ;  but  the  said  Act  shall  stand  in  full  force  and 
virtue ;  any  thing  in  this  present  Act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Lands  cut  XLVL  Provided  also.  That  whereas  divers  lands,  in 

and  near  adjoining  unto  the  said  Great  Level,  have  been 
cut  through  for  the  better  conveying  of  the  waters  from 
the  same  and  for  upholding  or  repairing  the  banks  and 
works  there,  without  making  satisfaction  to  the  respec- 
tive owners  of  the  said  lands,  for  the  damage  they  have 
sustained  by  such  cutting,  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
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the  said  commissioners  for  the  time  being,  or  any  seven 
or  more  of  them,  upon  complaint  to  them  made  of  such 
damage  sustained  as  aforesaid,  without  recompence  for 
the  same^  shall  be  and  are  hereby  im  powered  to  award 
and  decree  such  recompence  and  satisfaction  to  the  party 
and  parties  grieved,  according  to  their  respective  da- 
mages sustained  by  such  cutting,  as  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners for  the  time  being,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them, 
shall  be  adjudged  reasonable,  the  said  recompence  and 
isatisfaction  to  be  made  and  given  by  the  said  corporation 
Mrithin  six  months  next  after  such  award  or  decree  made ; 
and  in  default  thereof  the  said  commissioners^  or  any 
seven  or  more  of  them,  shall  and  may  and  are  hereby 
impowered  to  rate  and  tax  the  said  ninety  and  five  thou- 
sand acres,  and  to  distrain  thereupon  for  the  payment  of  To  dSstnun. 
such  rate  or  tax^  and  the  distress  taken  thereupon  to  sell 
or  dispose  as  they  shall  think  fit,  (rendering  the  overplus, 
if  any  be,  to  the  owner)  for  the  payment  and  satisfaction 
of  such  monies  and  damages  as  shall  be  so  awarded ;  ady 
tiuDg  in  this  Act  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstand- 
ing. 

XLVII.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  in  case  the  judi-  Barontofthe 
catore  hereby  established  shall  not,  within  twelve  months  ^^  **^"*^* 
from  the  first  day  of  August  next,  hear  and  determine  all 
the  matters  by  this  Act  to  them  referred  concerning  the 
said  ninety -five  thousand  acres,  all  and  every  such  per- 
scm  and  persons  whose  complaints  shall  be  then  undeter- 
mined, may  make  their  applications  to  the  Barons  of  bis 
Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer,  who  are  hereby  esta- 
blished a  court  of  judicature,  and  sufficiently  authorized 
to  hear  and  determine  all  such  controversies  and  differ- 
ences between  the  said  parties  in  as  large  and  ample  man- 
ner, to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the  judicature  hereby 
established  might  have  done,  and  such  judgment,  order 
or  decree  of  the  said  Court  of  Exchequer  shall  be  in  all 
things  observed,  and  be  effectual  as  if  the  said  barons 
had  been  made  the  only  judicature  by  this  Act. 
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Lesiees  of  tlic        XLVIll.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the 
10000  acres,  ,       .  ^  .  i    n^,         ,      ,  i-   i      tr.      *    »*    » 

capable  of  €lc€*  authority  aioresatd,  i  hat  the  lessees  of  the  King  s  Majes- 

***^'  ty,  hia  heira  and  successors  of  the  said  ten  thousand  acres, 

or  of  any  part  thereof,  and  the  assigns  of  such  lessees,  and 

every  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  capable  to  be  elected  and 

chosen   into  the  office  or  place,  offices  or  places  of  go* 

vernor,  bailiffs  and  conservators  aforesaid^  and  to  vote  in 

such  elections  and  choice^  and   in  all  other  matters^  as 

fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  any  other  members 

of  the  corporation,  owners  of  any  part  of  the  said  Dinety- 

five  thousand  acres,   may  be  elected  and  chosen,  vote  in 

such  election  and  choice,  or  in  any  other  matter^  so  as 

such  lessees  and  their  assignees  respectively  have  and  be 

lessees  or  owners  of  double   the  quantity  or  number  of 

acres,  parcel  of  the  said  ten  thousand  acres,  as  by  virtue 

of  this  Act  is  required  to  qualify  any  person  to  be  elected 

and  chosen  into  the  office  or  place  of  governor,  bailiff  or 

conservator  respectively,  and  to  vote  in  such  electioni 

and  choice,  or  in  any  other  matter   touching  the  said 

Level,   and  so  as  such  leases  or  assignments  they  claim 

by  be  entered  with  the  register ;  any  thing  before  in  tbi» 

Act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding* 

Mr.  Offleymay       XLIX.  Provided  always,    and  be  it  enacted  by  the 

authority  aforesaid,  That  this  Act  shall   not  extend  to 

impeach  or  make   void  any  obligation  given  to  David 

Offley,  gentleman,  conditioned  for  his  quiet  enjoymeat 

of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  purchased  by  him  in  the  said 

Level,  but  that  the  said  David  Offley  may  sue  and  pro* 

secute  his  several  action  or  actions  upon  the  said  obligiH 

tiouj  as  if  he  had  been  evicted  or  removed  from  bis  estate 

therein  by  due  course  of  law. 

L.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore« 

said,  that  if  any  breaches  happen  in  any  of  the  banks, 

aasses,  sluces,  tunnels   or  other  works   within  the  said 

Great  Level,  or  in  any  the  works  made  without  the  said 

Great  Level,  for  carrying  the   waters  of  the  said  Great ^ 

Level  to  their  outfall  at  sea,  by  reason  of  some  inevitable 


CorporfttioQ 
not  to  be 
charged  for 
broachef, 


APVKNDIX.  423 

accidents^  ihe  sam^  shall  be  repaired  and^ade  good  ia  con- 

veai^at  time,  by  and  at  the  charges  of  the  said  corporatioa 

aod  t^ieuraaccessors;  but  no  other  charge  shall  be  laid  upon 

tbe  said  corporation  or  their  successors,  for  or  in  respect 

of  snch  breaches,  nor  for  or  in  respect  of  any  breaches 

thai  have  happened  heretofore  in  any  of  the  said  banks, 

sassea,  slaces,  <^r  other  works ;  nor  shall  the  said  corpo- 

lafcion  be  inforced  to  give  to  any  other  person  any  recom- 

pence  for  any  loss  or  dapaage  which  bath  or  shall  happen^ 

kf  vea^on  of  theiir  making  necessary  and  sufficient  banks  nor  for  makio; 

far  the  defending  of  the  said  Level  from  being  overflown, 

and  for  the  leading  of  the  waters  of  the  said  L^vel  in 

tbfiix  obannels  as  now  they  run  unto  their  outfall  at  sea. 

III.  Provided  neverthelessj  and  be  it  enacted.  That  Exdiangcs. 
where  any  participant  under  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  or 
Umb  hairs  or  assigns  of  any  such  participant,  hath  ex- 
changed his  or  their  share  or  lot  of  the  said  ninety-five 
iJiOQBand  acres,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any  other  lands, 
parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  which  were 
claimed  and  held  under  such  pretended  sales  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes  since  one  thousand  six  hundred  forty  and 
fune,  itahall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  partici- 
pant and  participants,  anc|  his  and  their  heirs  and  as- 
signs, to  enter  again  upon  the  same  lands  so  given  in 
CKchange,  and  to  have  and  retain  the  same  in  his  and 
ilH^r  possession ;  any  thing  in  this  Act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding :  subject  nevertheless  in  all  things  to 
such  judgment  and  determination  as  the  judicature  hereby 
constituted  shall  make  concerning  the  same. 

LII.  Provided  always.  That  no  ascertaining  or  divid*  QiyinooB  only 
iog  of  the  said  drained  or  new  improved  lands  by  the  said  {K^unSito  ec- 
commissioners  as  aforesaid,  shall  conclude  the  King's  ^J"^^^^"' 
Majesty,  his  heirs,  successors  or  assigns,  or  any  other  per- 
son or  persons,  as  to  the  bounds  of  parishes,  to  any  other 
intent  or  purpose  than  subjecting  the  same  to  taxes  and 
contributiops,  and  jepiscopol  jurisdictions,  and  not  as  to 


I>isturbcr8  of 
iaclosores  for* 
fell  2QI.  &c. 


ihe  right  of  tiihes  or  any  other  purpose  wliatsoevcr,  nor 
shall  be,  or  be  used  in  evidence  concerning  the  same. 

LIIL  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authorily  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  having 
right  of  common  in  any  of  the  manors,  wastes,  commoDs 
or  lands  within  the  said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called 
Bedford  Level,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever»  at  any  time  after  such  division  or  inclosure  made  or 
set  oui  as  aforesaid,  shall  break,  throw  down,  disturb^ 
obstruct,  or  by  any  means  hinder  or  lay  open  the  said 
improvements  and  inclosures,  at,  in  or  after  the  making 
thereof,  or  the  hedges,  ditches  or  fences  of  the  same,  or 
any  part  thereof  shall  destroy,  and  shall  be  thereof  con- 
victed by  two  credible  witnesses  upon  oath  before  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  such  disturb- 
ance or  destruction  shall  be  made,  every  such  person  or 
persons  so  convicted  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  for  every 
such  olTence  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  levied  by 
distress  upon  the  goods  and  chattels  of  every  such  of- 
fender or  offenders,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals 
of  the  said  justices  of  the  peace  before  whom  such  con- 
viction shall  be  made,  the  one  moiety  to  the  informer, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  such  person  or  persons  against 
whom  the  said  offence  is  or  shall  be  committed;  or  for 
want  of  such  sufficient  distress,  the  offender  shall  be 
committed  to  the  House  of  Correction,  or  commoo  gaol, 
for  three  months,  without  bail  or  maioprize,  at  the  said 
justices  discretion. 

LIV,  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and 
he  tai«i°aboFe  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after 

2«.  pcrncrefor  t^g  firstdav  of  Aueust>  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  oar 
one  yew,  j  o       '  ./ 

Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  sixty  and  eight,  no  tax 
or  taxes  exceeding  two  shillings  the  acre  in  any  one  year 
shall  be  assessed,  laid  or  levied  upon  the  said  ten  ihou'* 
sand  acres  by  this  Act  vested  in  the  King's  Majesty,  his 
heirs,  successors  and  assigns^  or  upon  any  part  thereof^ 
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or  upon  the  two  thousand  acres  hereby  vested  in  the  as- 
signs of  the  said  Earl  of  Portland ;  but  in  case  the  taxes  Earl  of  Port- 
to  be  assessed  upon  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres  aci«t. 
hereby  vested  in  the  said  corporation,  shall  not  amount 
nolo  so  much  in  proportion  as  two  shillings  an  acre,  ac- 
cording to  the  proportion  for  each  acre ;  then  a  propor- 
tionable abatement  shall  be  made  out  of  the  said  two 
shillings  per  acre,  which  shall  be  charged  yearly  by  an  Raied  peracrc. 
equal  rate  upon  every  acre  of  the  said  ten  thousand  acres, 
and  the  said  two  thousand  acres  according  to  the  rate 
imposed  upon  every  acre  of  the  said  eighty-three  thou- 
sand acres,  whether  the  same  shall  be  assessed  by  an  acre- 
tax  or  a  pound-rate,  or  by  any  other  way ;  any  thing 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

LV.  And  it  is  further  declared,  that  the  assessing,  Not  to  con- 
laying,  and  levying  of  taxes  upon  the  said  ten  thou-  fj^  ®"  ^ 
sand  acres,  or  upon  the  said  two  thousand  acres, 
or  any  part  thereof,  after  the  said  first  day  of  Au- 
gust which  shall  be  in  the  said  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  six  hundred  sixty  and  eight,  by  the  way  of  an 
acre-tax,  shall  not  extend  nor  be  interpreted  or  construed 
to  extend  to  compel  or  conclude  the  said  corporation  to 
assess,  lay  or  levy  any  tax  or  taxes  upon  the  said  eighty- 
three  thousand  acres  hereby  vested  in  the  said  corpora- 
tion, or  upon  any  part  thereof,  by  the  way  of  an  acre- 
iax« 
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No.  XX. 
Mb.  DODSON'S  DESIGN, 

WITH 

ANSWERS  TO  OBJECTIONS. 

The  DesigR,  for  the  perfect  draining  of  the  Great  Lefd 
of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford  Level.-r-JDedicated  to  Wil- 
liam Ear}  of  Bedford. 

Delivered  to  the  Corporation  of  Bedford  level  by  Cottonel 
William  Dodson,  A.  D.  1664. 


It  is  0(|t  to  h^eicpect^d  (hi^  whole  following  ^Upof^m 
to  be  «ll  new^  sioc^  the  nepes^itjr  pf  iQftl^ing  U  tg  f^jfg^ 
ratiopi^l,  cgmpella  me  to  a  r^itd  of  many  IhiQga  9f  veil 
known  untp  others  as  my  self;  and  so  to  usher  yogr 
judgements  to  approve  of  it  ^s  reasonable,  (wbipb  thi? 
whole  Level  as  an  intire  argument  doth  perswade)  I  sb^i) 
extract  no  other  cur^  fqr  hier  present  distea?per,  ikm 
what  nature  her  self  hath  appointed  for  a  remedy. 

And,  in  the  first  place  to  acquaint  you  with  the  cir- 
cumference and  quantity  of  ground  I  am  to  treat  of;  and 
likewise  to  acquaint  you  with  the  soyl,  or  earth  we  are 
to  work  upon,  and  then  the  several  rivers  and  rivilets 
which  fall  into,  and  run  through  this  great  Level,  and 
how  the  unruly  tides  do  beat  back  our  freshes  into  our 
bosoms,  when  they  are  poasting  to  the  embraces  of  their 
mother  the  Sea. 

I  shall  not  divide  this  great  Level  into  piece-meals,  but  as 
my  industry,  and  thirty  years  experience  and  more  hath 
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taughtme^  I  shallglYeyou  the<lesceQt  of  each  pariof  it^as  it 
b  oaiarallj  inclioiog  to  the  sea,  as  also  those  riYera  which 
nature  hath  appointed  to  conduct  the  supernumerary  wa^ 
iers  to  it ;  and  then  I  shall  lay  down  the  rules,  and  way  for 
for  the  perfect  draining  of  this  great  Level,  and  at  a  small 
charge,  and  to  take  off  all  hazzardt  of  being  drowned  for 
the  ftitnre^  aud  also  the  vaste  expences  of  yearly  repairs, 
whereby  will  easily  appear  the  great  advantage  which  will 
accrew  to  his  sacred  Majesty^  the  honourable  corporation, 
and  to  the  whole  countrey,  resolving  as  much  brevity  as 
the  weightiness  of  so  important  an  affair  may  permit. 
The  circumference  besinnine  at  Saltors  Load  in  Nor-  Tlie  dioimfe- 

°  °  rence  of  toe 

folk,  and  so  by  the  hard  lands  of  Norfolk^  Suffolk,  Cam-  LeTd. 
bridgeshirej  Huntingtonshire^  Northamptonshire^  aud 
Lincolnshire  to  Croyland^  and  so  to  South  Ea  Bank, 
to  their  drain  to  Tidgoat,  from  thence  to  Wisbidge,  so 
to  Well,  and  to  Sailors  Load  again ;  which  circumference 
contaius  at  the  least  120  miles,  within  which  lieth  at 
the  least  400000  acres  of  good  land,  if  once  perfectly 
dkained. 

Thesoyl  or  earth  is  generally  a  black  or  red  Moor,  The  natore  of 
the  black  Moor  is  naturally  a  rich  soyle,  the  red  is  not  eaxthT^ 
•o  strong ;  but  both  the  red  and  black  being  laid  dry, 
becomea  a  perfect  black  mould,  and  good  soyle :  witness 
Tbomey  Fenos,  and  all  others  which  have  lien  dry  for 
amne  years  past.    The  soyl  is  good  and  profitable,  and 
lyes  in  most  part  of  the  fens  a  foot  deep,  and  in  some 
places  more,  though  nature  and  art  have  taken  their  way 
through  the  worst  of  onr  fens,  I  mean  the  two  rivers  of 
Morton's  Leame,  and  Bedford  River^  (the  last  made  by  MortoB'tLcuB 
tbe  Right  Honourable  Francis  Earie  of  Bedford,  and  the  ^^^^"^ 
first  by  that  reverend  and  learned  Prelate  Bishop  Morton, 
were  tbe  two  most  famous  works  as  ever  were  made  in 
this  great  Level,  as  useful  to  the  draining  of  it;  but  the 
banks  being  madeof  this  light  Moor,(which  couldnotpos-  ThefigbtMoor 
fihlj  be  avoided)  which  now  being  rotten  with  long  lying  v^l^,^ 
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The  River  Wcl- 
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In  tins  design* 


Bedford  Rircr. 


OUI 


SontbEiit 
WbittJesy  Dike 
March  HUver, 
Beriltt  IciLD), 
&c,  ns«ful  ill 
dnibjing. 


ThcdcaccQlol 
Burrough  iLod 
Thomey  Fen, 


The  descent  of 
SttiDi^rounilj 
W  hitUcBcy 


Jry,  haLh  lost  its  tufuess,  and  is  become  a  light  black 
iDuuld,  and  yields  Lo  those  waters  lyiag  on  the  baok§, 
and  makes  ihe  banks  meer  water, by  which  means  they  have 
lost  their  former  strength  to  withstaDd  a  reasonable  floe 

To  and  through  this  great  Level  runneth  certain  riven 
and  rivil€;|:s,  I  exclude  the  River  Welland,  as  ool 
meddle  with  it  in  thi's  design  ;  and  titose  which  I  call 
rivers,  (which  we  have  todcal  withalt)  are  New  Nean,  alias 
Morton's  Leame,  Bedford  River,  and  great  Owse  ;  the 
River  Ncan  is  very  considerable,  it  rnns  out  of  North 
amplonshirej  and  brings  nmny  rivers  and  rivilets  which 
fall  into  it;  and  with  reason  we  may  believe  Northarap-j 
tonshire  to  he  the  highest  county  in  all  Englaodj  thersl 
being  no  river  which  runs  into  it,  but  many  which  roq 
out  of  it  east,  west,  north,  and  south. 

Bedford  River  is  etjual  with  Ncan,  and  brings  with  ill 
all  those  rivers  and  brooks  out  of  Bedfordshire  and  Buck- 
ingbamshire. 

Old  Owse  I  call  it  a  considerable  river  for  those  or 
Grant,  Milnall,  Brandon,  and  Stoke  makes  Ow^e  (befotcJ 
it  meet  with  Bedford  River)  at  Sailors  Load^  a  great»] 
and  considerable  river. 

As  for  South  Ea,  Peakirk  Drain,  Bevils  Learn,  Whit-] 
tlesey  Dike,  Swards  Delft,  Elm  Learn,  March  River|J 
Ox-willow  Load,  Sandy  Dike,  Downham  Load,  Dr*  Wil-I 
liani's  Load,  Reach  Load,  Fordhorm  Load,  and  Sammi 
Cut,  with  many  other  iinall  Creeks,  which  are  nc  way] 
prejudicial  to  our  workj  but  much  to  our  benefit,  aodj 
ease,  and  will  be  much  for  our  use* 

As  for  the  several  desceots  in  this  Level,  you  shall  finde  j 
them    thus,    from    the   height    of  Burrough  Fens,   and] 
Thorney  Fens,  and  from  Bull  Dike,  and  Calt  water;  ihe* 
descent  lies  to  the  lowest  part  of  Thorney  Fens  by  Clows 
Cross,  and  Murrow  Plash. 

All  those  fens  and  grounds  from  Stangrouod,  ^ 
tlescy  Mare,  Ug  Mare,  and  Ramsey  Mare,  Kings 
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West  FeD^  all  those  grounds  or  fens  of  Ramsey^  Pedleyj  Mare,UgMArf, 
Doddington,  Cbatris,  and  March ;  all  those  grounds  lye      °^^' 
descending  to  the  River  of  March,  and  the  West  Water. 

All  those  grounds  and  fens  which  lye  East  of  the  West  P®  dwcentof 

^  ^  the  grouods  on 

Water  to  the  North  Bank  of  Bedford  River,  have  their  tbe  east  of  the 
descent  inclining  to  Well  River^  and  Welney  to  the  Po  theNorthai^ 
Dike.  ofBedibid 

nver* 

All  those  fens  and  grounds  lying  south-east  of  Bedford  The  descent  of 
River,  have  still  their  descent  eastward  to  Littleport^  and  soat^^of 
to  Priest-houses,  and  so  into  ereat  Owse.  Bedford 

Yet  though  it  be  true  (as  it  is)  that  all  those  lands  and 
fens  from  Morton's  Learn  to  the  River  Owse,  have  their 
descent  still  eastward,  yet  is  as  true,  it  is  not  above  half 
a  foot  in  a  mile,  and  that  is  no  considerable  draught  to 
convey  our  downfall  to  our  two  rivers  of  Great  Ow^e  and 
Morton's  Leam,  which  upon  necessity  must  drain  the 
countrey ;  but  if  Morton's  Learn  and  Great  Owse  cannot 
be  brought  to  run  so  low  as  to  gain  a  draught  into  them, 
we  cannot  be  perfectly  drained :  but  this  without  all 
doubt  may  be  effected. 

Those  fens  and  grounds  which  lye  on  the  east  side  of  The  descent  of 

^  ^  .     ^T   ^  ,.  ,   ^    /v.  ,.         .  ,    ^   1  -r^  the  fens  on  the 

Great  Owse  in  Norfolk  and  Suitolk,  with  Sohame  Fens,  esstsideof 
Swaffam  Fens,  Ditlon,  Bqrwell  Fens,  Iselam,  Milnall,  <^«*»'^^- 
Whelps  Moor,  and  the  Fens  of  Feltwell,  have  their 
descent  west  to  the  river  Owse,  but  is  little  or  nothing. 
Yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  to  gain  these  rivers  two  foot 
fall  into  the  river  Owse,  and  that  Sohame  Meer  shall 
never  come  within  four  foot  of  its  former  height  in  ordi- 
nary floods. 

For  besides  the  Sock,  and  down-fall  into  this  Level,  Thieecohsider- 
we  have  three  considerable  rivers  which  runs  through  it  SronS^the"'" 
into  the  sea.     Morton's  Leame,  whose  way  is  through  ^^^* 
lyisbidge*  and  so  into  the  washes,  and  Bedford  River, 
and  Great  Owse,  which  joyn  together  at  Saltors  Load, 
aud  run  intire  to  Lynne,  and  fall  into  the  sea  below  the 
washes.     There  hath  been   great  industry,  and  much 
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money  expended  in  making  of  great  and  va^le  banks  ' 
keep  those  rivers  withio  their  bounds ^  and  to  carry  on 
freshes  to  run  at  that  height  as  to  ride  the  tjdes ;  aciJ 
this  hath  been  the  desiga  of  all  the  undertakers  sine 
Lyn  Law  was  first  made  i  but  if  ever  they  had  found  ih^ 
descent  (which  they  hoped  for)  the  lyde  (their  greatea 
enemy)  could  not  then  have  possibly  prevailed  to  floi 
into  the  very  center  of  this  great  Level  every  twelve  hour 
though  the  late  made  new  rivers  do  run  high  by  reasol 
of  the  imbanking  and  the  flux  of  the  tyde. 

One  other  enem}'  (though  not  so  dangerous)  to  tfatij 
great  Level,  is,  the  want  of  freshes  in  the  summer  t<i 
water  the  grounds  and  cattle,  and  to  scour  the  out-falls.] 
And  the  other  enemy  is  the  fuzzy  light  moor  to  mak« 
bank^ withal,  which  moorish  earth  hath  deceived  all 
worthy  undertakers  from  the  beginning,  and  therefore  id 
not  to  be  trusted  any  more* 

Neither  is  it  without  reason^  that  those  three  I  U 
named  are  such  obstacles  to  the  perfecliog  of  this  great 
work  of  draining  this  Level,    For  if  we  consider  the  flc 
which  fall  down  into  this  great  Level,  intending  for  thfl 
sea,  which  for  want  of  descent  cannot  run  quick,  and  ihel 
tyde  every  twelve  hours  meets  our  freshes^  and   beatil 
them  back ;  the  tyde  by  reason  of  his  great  ascent  at  sea,  I 
flowes  quick  into  the  very  bowels  of  our  fens,  so  far  as 
above  Wei ney  upon  Bedford  River,  which  is  no  less  then 
eight  and  twenty  miles  from  the  sea  :   and  likewise  iti 
flowes  above  Guy-hcime  in   Morton's   Leame  into  thel 
midst  of  our  fens ;    and  it  must  be  confessed  the  tyde  j 
flowes  into  us  three  hours  and  an  half,  and  we  allow  four 
hours  for  the  same  quantity  of  water  to  ebb  back  again,] 
so  that  at  the  most  we  have  but  four  hours  and  an  balf| 
in  twelve  hours,  to  run  out  our  freshes  which  drown  us. 

Thus  the  floods  increase  in  our  rivers  between  the] 
banks,  and  riscth,  and  licth  on  them  at  a  great  height  J 
and  as  1  have  said,   these  moory  banks  w^U  deceive  all  j 
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that  trust  in  them  :  it  is  confessed  that  the  moor  eiarth  is 
tuff  80  long  as  it  lies  wet,  but  is  good  no  longer  then  till 
it  is  rotten,  and  that  it  will  be  if  it  lie  dry  four  or  five 
sammers,  and  then  it  sinks,  and  becomes  a  light  black  Reasons 
mould ;  and  if  it  chance  that  a  flood  lie  upon  it  but  three  unkiog  ^rith 
or  four  days,  it  soaks  in  the  water  and  becomes  sobbed,  *'^***  ™*^*'' 
and  is  neither  earth  nor  water,  and  then  it  leaves  you 
when  you  have  most  need  of  it,  and  drowns  the  fens 
more^  then  if  there  were  no  banks  at  all. 

The  third  enemy  is  the  want  of  freshes  in  the  summer, 
which  doth  not  onely  make  ihe  countrey,  and  the  cattle 
miserable,  but  the  oiit-falls  will  be  destroyed  for  want  of 
water  to  scour  them  in  dry  summers  :  nor  would  I  have  Reasons  why 
the  late  dripping  summers  be  an  encouragement,  that  ^hn^ba 
the  out-falls  are  so  good  that  there  is  no  cause  to  fear  great  enemy  to 

^  draining. 

them,  (may  they  alwayes  continue  good  I  wish)  but  if 
the  out-fails  once  fail,  it  will  be  a  greater  inconvenience 
then  the  breaking  of  a  bank  onely,  my  fear  hereof  is  just 
enough ;  in  a  dry  summer  you  have  none,  or  very  few 
freshes,  either  by  the  river  Moron's  Leame,  or  Great 
Owse,  and  ye  are  sure  to  be  visited  with  the  tyde  every 
twdve  hours;  and  then  I  tnay  tell  you,  if  you  have 
northemly  windes,  you  will  have  such  fool  waters  from 
the  se'a,  that  quickly  will  lodge  up  your  out-fall  at  Wis- 
bidge,  and  Lyn,  by  reason  your  rivers  in  those  plaices  kte 
wider  then  they  ought  to  be,  (which  may  be  helped  by 
this  my  Design)  so  that  the  flux  and  re-flux  of  the  s^, 
doih  not  grinde  but  feed. 

^The  river  Owse,  which  hath  its  out-fall  at  Lynne,  is  for  Tiie  rirer  Owse 
some  miles  at  sea  below  that  town  much  obstructed  by  ^^^  shd^ 
several  shelves  of  sands,  which  are  moveable  as  the  winde  of  sand  below 

Lyn. 

and  sea  forces  thiem ;  and  yet  the  winter  cnenniels  are 
kept  by  the  winter  floods ;  but  in  summer  our  want  of 
freshes  or  floods  make  us  not  able  to  maintain  our  win- 
ter chennel,  and  so  we  lose  it  till  our  filrst  floods  in 
November  (or  thereabouts)  can  gain  their  own  chennel 
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again;  in  the  mean  time  all  our  banks  and  works  are  in 
great  danger,  and  the  poor  countrey-man  in  hazzard  of 
utter  mine,  and  the  navigation  of  Lynne  very  uncertain 
and  dangerous ;  the  same  hazzards  in  all  respects  are  in 
the  river  of  Wisbidge  through  the  washes  to  the  sea. 

And  now  to  prevent  these  dangers,  and  to  make  our 
Fens  and  Level  secure,  without  trusting  to  the  hazzard  of 
our  out-falls  without  us,  or  the  breaking,  or  the  sinking 
of  the  banks  within  us ;  the  taking  away  all  those  great 
charges  of  maintaining  and  repairing  all  those  banks 
made  to  hold  up  our  in1and«floods,  at  such  a  vast  height 
as  to  rid  the  spring  tides  (as  I  have  said  before)  I  dare  be 
bold  to  say,  that  twenty  years  hence  for  want  of  earth  at 
a  reasonable  distance,  the  banks  will  cost  more  in  one 
year  than  now  they  do  in  four ;  1  wish  the  charge  of 
those  fen  lands  may  not  exceed  the  profit,  as  some  of 
them  have  already  done,  and  much  good  land  without 
the  level  in  likelihood  to  come  into  the  same  condition  if 
not  prevented. 

When  I  was  Director,  I  would  have  cut  tbroagh  Mar« 
row-gate  to  the  Horseshooe  at  Wisbidge,  which  would 
have  cost  less  then  the  widening  of  that  river,  and  there 
to  have  fallen  into  Wisbidge  river  close  to  the  apron  of 
that  gallant  sleuce  then  standing ;  and  so  far  I  had  (as  I 
did  then  believe)  obtained  the  adventurers  to  consent 
unto,  and  they  at  a  general  meeting  at  Wisbidge,  1649, 
did  make  a  personal  view  of  the  place,  and  found  what  I 
affirmed  to  be  truth ;  and  this  river  I  would  have  com* 
pleated  by  reason  of  the  great  benefit  it  would  have  been 
to  all  the  north-side  of  Wisbidge,  and  other  parts  adja- 
cent, to  drain  them,  and  a  certain  slaker  in  all  floods  to 
ease  Morton's  Learn  and  all  the  banks  upon  it  upon  all 
occasions* 

Then  take  the  river  Owse,  and  all  the  branches  which 
fall  into  it  before  it  come  to  Downham^bridge,  and  like* 
wise  cast  your  eye  upon  the  river  called  Morton's  Leam 


Hi  it  ruDs  at  the  Horseshooe  below  Wisbidge,  to  meet 
there  with  my  new  river  that  is  to  be  inade  through 
Marrow -gale ;  and  this  is  the  first  part  of  my  design,  to 
briDg  all  our  floods  and  freshes  to  run  quick  below  Dowq^ 
ham  and  Wisbidge, 

Id  the  next  place^  to  give  more  partieular  satisfaction^ 
I  question  not  but  all  rational  men  will  grant,  and  allow, 
ilhat  if  by  this  design^  those  two  considerable  rivers  of 
[Great  Owse,  and  Morton's  Leam,  can  be  brought  to  run 
ill  the  year,  and  every  hour  of  the  year,  in  two  great 
rivers  at  Dowuham-bridge,  and   Wisbidge-bridge,  not- 
withstanding   the  spring   tides  or  the  ebb  tides  ;    they 
Diust  needs  confess  that  they  then  believe  they  shall  be 
perfectly  drained,  yet  they  cannot  believe  this  can  be 
^done,  but  that  the  tide  must  be  stopped  ;  and  it  is  true,  Tlic  tide  itopp- ! 
land  good  reason  for  it;   which  as  I  said  before,  flowes 
^  into  us  every  twelve  hours  into  the  midst  of  our  fens,  and 
flowes  no  less  then  three  hours  and  an  half,  or  four,  and 
then  four  hours  to  ebb  back  again,  so  shall  we  have  not 
above  four  hours  in  twelve  for  our  freshes  to  run  out  of 
tke  Level, 

Bat  it  is  intended,  and  will  be  made  good  by  this  my 
design  J  the  freshes  shall  run  quick  all  the  year,  and  every 
hoar  of  the  year,  at  Down  ham-bridge,  and  Wisbidge,  if 
ihey  may  have  leave  by  a  sleuce  below  them  some  miles 
distant;  and  though  I  name  this  last,  yet  it  is  the  first 
thing  to  be  perfected,  that  is  by  asubstanlial  large  sleuce 
made  at  German-bridge,  or  Magdelen  in  Norfolk;  and  tIic grc«t slace 
near  unto  it  one  boss  to  maintain  navigation,  from  Lynne  ^^^^^^J'qt 
lo  Cambridge,  Wisbidge,  and  to  all  other  places  formerly  near  Mftgdeien 
used  into  the  adjacent  coun treys :    and  this  being  once 


•  Sec  London  Order  Book,  B.  fo.  31— 1664.— Wlieii  from  liigb  water 
mark  the  nrer  was  3G  feet  deep,  and  175  broad »  cxclusire  of  tbc  slope  of 
the  tiBiik*  f^ide  the  Report  of  n  Committee  of  the  Board  again«t  the  execu* 
tfoo  ofColoiiel  Dodsoii's  desSga. — IbiiL 
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substantially  [lerforiiiec]^  the  whole  work  of  draintog  is  ii 
a  maiiDer  perlccted* 

And  as  for  the  River  of  VVisbidge^  and  ibe  slake 
through  Murrow-gate,  I  carry  them  joyntly  io  a  rtv« 
through  Marslandj  from  the  Horseshooe  to  the  grea 
sleuce  at  Germ  an -bridge,  or  near  Magdelen,  by  suflicieo 
banks  of  good  sollid  earth  ;  then  have  I  sufficient  wat 
way  for  all  ihose  freshes  to  the  sea,  which  will  force  goo 
navigation^  and  maintaio  the  cbennel  winter,  and  sue 
mcr,  to  the  great  benefit  of  all  those  seamen  wbicb  ni 
that  port  of  Lyone ;  and  all  ihe  rivers  in  and  oat  of 
Level  will  be  much  bettered,  and  improved. 

As  for  the  sleigbting  any  banks  upon  Bedford  Rive 
or  Morion's  Leam,  or  to  make  new  ones,  (except  a  sina 
one  at  Guy-heime)  it  is  no  part  of  my  design,  but  I 
wish  those  banks  which  are  upon  Bedford  River  an 
Morion's  Leam^  had  not  been  placed  at  so  great  a  dt: 
tance  one  from  another. 

And  as  lor  the  sosscs  at  Stangraundj  Erilh,  Well,  ao 
others^  they  are  of  singular  good  use,  yet  I  do  affir 
there  will  be  a  necessity  of  having  a  soss^  and  sleuc 
near  Dittoo^  otherwise  the  navigation  to  Cambridge 
lost,  by  reason  the  waters  will  be  so  low  both  winter  i 
summer  in  the  river  Owse,  that  the  rivelets  of  Milln 
Brand,  and  Stoke,  must  be  either  held  up  or  bottoiiied.  < 

The  like  it  will  be  with  Morion's  Learn  from  Gu) 
heirne  to  Pelerborougb,  otherwise  it  will  not  be  alwavi 
navigable  either  winter  or  summer,  unless  we  keep 
waters  in  the  New  River  through  Marslatid  and  in  Wia 
bidge  town  at  a  great  height  alwayes*  This  sluce,  ao 
that  of  Murrow  Plash,  commands  ibe  river  tbroug 
Wisbidge,  and  that  through  Murrow-gate  with  yoB 
New  River  through  Marsland,  by  the  help  of  the  gre 
since  and  soss  at  German^  that  if  ncetl  should  requin 
would  lay  the  very  soles  dry,  insomuch  that  at  all  lim^ 
you  drain  the  north-side  of  Wisbidge,  and  paiU 
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jacent,  tbc  Smee>  and  tte  great  cominon  in  Marsland: 
neither  will  there  be  any  need  of  raising  the  bank  from 
Guy-beirne  to  Bc^is-hall,  for  the  secarity  of  the  north- 
side  of  Wisbidge,  whereof  many  complaints  have  beea 
made ;  for  here  that  great  river  will  run  low  in  a  great 
flood  with  great  swiftness. 

One  other  small  work  I  would  do,  which  is  a  cut  from 
the  river  Owse  near  Ely,  to  the  chair  at  Little-port,  which 
will  be  about  three  miles,  and  this  I  would  make  fifty 
foot  wide  without  banks;  this  is  to  help  old  Owse  to 
take  off  a  sudden  flood,  which  otherwise  will  hang  long 
upon  Water-beach,  Swaffam  Fens,  the  Phillips,  Stret- 
ham,  and  other  grounds  adjacent,  being  the  sbelves,  and 
stops  in  the  river  Owse  are  taken  away, 

Croyland  had  alwayes  navigation  into  Norfolk,  Suf- 
folk, and  Cambridgeshire,  and  all  other  parts  of  this 
Gfeat  Level,  and  from  thence  to  Boston,  Lynne,  and 
unto  the  city  of  York,  which  is  now  obstructed.  I  men- 
tioD  this  place,  by  reason  I  know  it  is  very  easie  to 
make  from  this  town  good  navigation  to  Stampford,  to 
the  great  benefit  of  that  town,  and  couotrey,  likewise  to 
Boston,  Lyaoe,  and  other  parts ;  the  Honourable  £arle 
of  Bedford  is  no  small  loser  for  want  of  tJiis  navigation 
through  this  town  of  Croyland  into  the  river  VVelland, 
and  his  tenants  at  great  charges  to  cart  their  com  and 
other  commodities  to  the  river  Wei  land,  and  elsewhere, 
to  the  dammage  of  the  Earle,  and  his  tenants,  I  do  verily 
believe  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  But  I  shall  say 
no  more  to  this,  but  I  know  the  want  of  navigation 
makes  many  towns  poor,  and  the  having  of  it  makes 
many  towns  and  countreys  rich ;  and  the  making  of  this 
navigation  good  is  performed  at  a  small  apd  inconsider- 
able charge,  and  without  any  danger  of  drowning  of 
Thorney  Grounds  (as  some  have  alledged)  but  will  prove 
beneficial  to  all  that  part  of  the  countrey  in  a  dry 
summer. 

2  F  2 
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And  aa  for  Sheir- Drain  I  have  no  intentions  of  sleight* 
ing  it^  it  i^  good  to  convey  fresh  waters  into  the  coua* 
trey,  and  of  great  nse  and  benefit  onto  Holland.  |H 

It  may  now  be  conjectured  what  my  design  is  for  the 
perfect  draining  this  great  Level ;   and  lest  I  should 
mistaken,  I  will  farther  express  myself;  it  is  to  cause  oi 
waters  and  floods  to  run  low  and  quick  in  our  two  gr 
rivers  of  Owse  and  new   Morion's   Leaoi  ;    for  if  oD^ 
these  two  great  rivers  be  brought  to  run  low,   the  fej 
caiinot  be  drowned,  nor  can  any  other  river  or  rivelel  ii 
our  fens  run  high. 

Likewise,  as  for  the  dimentions  of  these  new  works 
hav€  named^  and  what  water  way  I  would  make  both  ii 
the  new  rivers^  and  through  our  new  sleuces,  I  shall  givi 
you  particularly ;  and  in  the  close  of  this  desigo,  I  sbull 
give  you  my  reasons,  and  shew  you  the  benefit,  the  kiogj 
kingdom^  undertakers,  and  the  countrey  will  receive  b; 
this  my  design,  and  way  of  draining.     And  likewise  gife 
you  my  answers  to  divers  objections  that  are,  or  may  be! 
made,  either  out  of  peevishness  or  ignorance,  self-ends  of 
malice,  whereby  to  obstruct  the  carrying  on  so  honour-* 
able  a  work,  as  the  perfect  draining  this  great  Level. 

The  river  through  Marsland  from  the  Horseshooe  at 
Wisbidge  to  German-bridge,  or  near  Magdelen  in  Nor* 
folk,  will  be  in  length  about  eight  miles;  I  make  thif 
river  six   foot  deep  to   a   perfect  sole  quite   through^ 
likewise  I  make  it  eighty  foot  wide,  ^et  inclining  wider 
toward  the  new  sleuce,  to  help  the  draught  of  this  river* 
I  leave  foreland  to  this  bank  to  the  river- ward  twelve 
foot,  the  seat  of  this  bearing  bank  shall  be  five  and  forty 
foot ;   I  leave  forelands  of  this  my  bearing  bank  to  tb€ 
land- ward  eig^t  foot ;    the  two  in-drains  I  make  both  of 
them  eighteen  foot  wide,  and  six  foot  deep ;    by  which 
means  I  gain  good  firm  earth  out  of  the  river,  and  the 
two  in-drains,  to  make  my  bearing  bank  twelve  foot  high 
from  the  supcrEces  of  the  soyl,  and  ten  foot  broad  on  tbe 
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oT  tljc  bank,  which  herng  flagged  to  the  rlvcr-ward 
fnust  needs  grow  well, 

|VAs  for  ihe  slakcr  through  Murrow^gate  I  held  it 
alwayes  very  necessary,  by  reason  the  River  of  Wisbidge 
was  and  is  io  full  of  short  angles,  and  every  shoulder  of 
ihose  short  angles  checks  our  freshes  running  to  the  sea, 
and  that  small  neck  of  that  river  at  Guyheirne  too  hard 
to  be  found  by  such  a  sea  of  freshes  between  those  banks 
to  Whittlesey,  that  the  waters  grope  the  way  to  6nde 
that  small  quill  to  creep  out  at;  wherefore  I  make  from 
Guyheirne  to  Murrow- plash,  which  is  two  miles,  one 
single  bankj  which  is  on  the  soulh-side  of  that  bank  that 
now  is  to  Murrow -plash,  to  stand  with  it  equal  in  height, 
and  that  old  river  to  be  bottomed  six  foot  to  raise  that 
bank  to  the  plash,  and  to  have  there  a  convenient  sluce 
with  sufficient  water-way  into  our  slaker  in  Murrow- 
gate  J  this  river  or  slaker  from  Murrow-plash  to  the 
florsesbooe  is  about  four  miles  and  an  half:  I  make  this 
river  fifty  foot  wide  and  six  foot  deep  to  a  perfect  sole 
throughout ;  I  leave  foreland  to  each  bank  to  the  river- 
ward  ten  foot  J  the  seats  of  those  banks  to  be  forty  foot 
each  ;  the  foreland  from  the  seat  of  the  bank  to  the  land- 
ward, ten  foot  each ;  the  two  in-drains  fifteen  foot  each, 
and  six  foot  deep.  This  is  all  so  Mid  good  earth  as 
Maryland,  and  will  raise  the  banks  to  stand  at  eight  foot 
high  from  the  superfices,  and  ten  foot  broad  at  the  top  : 
there  will  be  no  haste  of  this  work,  till  the  hanks  above 
be  sunk  to  about  five  foot  high ;  and  till  then  the  north- 
side  of  Wtsbidge  hath  no  good  drain. 

^^These  two  rivers  lead  us  to  the  new  sluce  at  German- 
OTidge,  or  near  Magdelen  in  Norfolk  ;  and  1  conceive 
most  are  at  a  stand  in  their  judgments,  as  believing  this 
not  easily  io  be  performed,  yet  tacitely  do  allow,  that  if 
this  can  be  effected  to  be  a  durable  work,  the  countrey 
then  most  needs  be  drained  :  yet  for  better  satisfaction  of 
thoae  which  doubt,  it  will  not  be  unnecessary  to  take  the 
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Judgments  of  ablej  and  honest  artistSi  and  good  worktn 
so  to  understand  tbc-ir  sense  of  the  feasabdity  of  ibig  wo] 
viz :  this  large  sluce,  and  navigable  soss^  and  to  give 
leave  to  ioform  them  what  I  have  known^  and  seen 
the  like  works* 

The  soy],  and  foundation  whereupon  this  large  slm 
and  soss  is  to  be  placed,  is  very  good,  being  a  firm  and 
sollid  clay^  or  galt^  which  is  not  to  be  found  for  tbat 
purpose  elsewhere}  and  our  materials  are  most  of  them 
by  us,  as  brick,  at  Ely  and  Sailors  Load ;  at  Ely  aod 
Reach,  lime  plenty  and  cheap  enough  ;  good  seasoned 
oak  planks  and  timber  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk;  and  gooi^ 
deal  timber  at  Lynne,  and  iron,  as  good,  and  as  cheap 
elsewhere ;  and  there  is  nothing  wanting  except  tarn 
of  which  we  must  use  in  this  work  good  plenty,  and  tbii 
is  to  be  had  at  Dort  or  Roterdam  much  cheaper  then 
here  :  at  Peterborough  and  Ely,  rough  stone  for  oi 
foundation  and  fillings. 

Now  I  have  brought  you  to  the  materials,  with  whii 
j^ou  are  to  make  this  sluce,  and  navigable  soss,  now 
lows  the  di mentions  of  them  both* 

The  sluce  I  divide  into  four  and  twenty  arches^  ca< 
arch  containing  seven  foot  in  wideness  for  the  water-w 
the  sole  of  these  arc  lies  shall  lie  level  with  the  sole  of 
Great  Owse  at  Germ  an- bridge,  or  near  Magdeleu  i  the. 
foundation  under  the  sole  of  those  arches  shall  be  foB* 
foot  deep  j  the  supporters  or  peires  between  each  arclji 
or  water- w^ay*  shall  be  six  foot  thick,  made  of  good  bi'icki 
and  other  good  stone,  for  that  purpose;  and  the  ou\r 
waidmost  bricks' to  be  laid  in  tarras  and  lime;  these 
arches  for  the  water-way  are  made  ten  foot  high  froitt 
the  sole,  beside  the  crown  of  the  arch,  and  so  built^  ao<l 
finished  above  to  what  height  and  weight  may  be  thoagk' 
fitting* 

The  bredth  of  this  sluce  composed  of  four  and  tweoty 
arches,  Irom  their  butting  upon  the  river  Owse,  to  the 
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bulliog  upon  the  new  river  which  runs  fo  il  ihrough 
Marsland,  shall  be  forty  foot,  besides  the  apron  to  bbe 
river  Owse,  and  the  apron  to  the  new  river  of  Marslaod. 

To  finish  this  sluce,  there  mast  be  four  and  twenty    ^Vhatisrc- 

111  1  1  .  1        1  •  t  1  (luircd  for  tlic 

double  gates  to  sea- ward ^  to  play  with  the  tiue  when  fiaisbrng  tdii 
fieed  shall  serve;  but  these  cannot  play  but  with  leav-e  ?*'^'»^ ^'»*<^** 
of  Ihe  fall-gates,  which  are  eight  foot  broad,  and  tea 
foot  deep  j  all  those  fall-gates,  or  so  many  of  them  as 
shall  be  needfnl,  according  to  the  floods  which  are  com- 
ing dowHj  are  drawn  up,  and  Lbeu  our  gates  to  sea-ward 
play  to  run  out  our  floods.  In  winter,  by  reason  of  the 
great  Hoods,  they  may  all  play ;  and  in  summer  droughts 
one  may  be  suflicient  to  do  the  work^  so  uncertain  are 
our  waters,  yet  shut  themselves  at  the  rising  of  the  tide, 
or  back-water,  and  bulL  in  the  bottom  against  the  soles 
of  the  several  archer,  and  butt  on  the  top  as  well  as  on 
Che  sides  they  hang  on;  and  these  gates  are  to  be  tea 
foot  high,  yet  the  spring  tides  will  over-top  them  five  or 
six  foot^  but  cannot  hurt  us,  but  make  us  stronger.  In 
this  sluce  you  have  water-way  im  hundred  sixty»eight 
foot  ID  bredtb,  and  ten  foot  in  depth ;  this  sluce  will 
vent  more  water  then  will  ever  come  to  overcharge  it. 

Your  soss  for  navigation  must  be  placed  twenty  poles  ThcpWjofffif 
below  this  sluce,  for  it  it  stand  in  it  or  near  it,  it  cannot 
be  useful  at  all  times,  by  reason  of  the  great  force  and 
stream  oF  water  at  the  sluce  in  a  flood,  and  the  cut  which 
leads  from  the  new  river  to  the  boss  rausl  be  twenty  pole 
before  the  sluce,  lest  that  coming  too  near  the  sluce, 
the  great  draught  of  the  river  there  may  force  down  the 
vessels  to  the  sluce,  and  there  they  must  either  break  or 

The  soss  may  be  made  as  large  as  you  please,  to  bold  Tljc  great  use 
ten  or  twelve  boats  at  a  lime,  and  the  charge  not  much  ^ 

more  then  though  it  were  made  for  two  or  three  boats* 
seeing  we  shall  not  need  to  fear  the  loss  of  waters^  I  do 
wish  the  soss  may  be  made  large,  for  there  is  do  question 
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but  navigfittOQ  wiM  increase  wllhin  us^  beiag  it  is  %i 
feizable  ta  be  madle  to  Stain pford   in  Lincolnshire^ 
Rockingham  in  Rullandsbire,  and   to   Bedford  to  Bed- 
fordshire, 

As  for  your  bIuccs  at  Ditton,  at  Croyland,  at  Mum)*?-- 
plasb,  at  Guyheirne,  with  that  small  cut  which  I  desir 
may  be  made  at  Littlei>ort  Chair,  these  are  but  small  J 
works^  and  will  cost  but  little  money;    I  have  given  thel 
reason  for  tbem,  and  tbe  great  use  of  them  before. 

One  thing  more  I  Bhall  adde  to  what  I  have  already  J 
said,  the  slaker  through  Murrow.gate  is  four  miles  andl 
an  half  long,  and  it  is  fifty  foot  widp ;  Wis  bid  gc  Riverl 
from  Guyheime,  with  the  new  river  to  Geraiao-bridge 
or  near  Magdelen,  is  twelve  miles  long,  and  eighty  footJ 
wide ;  Great  Owse  from  Saltors  Load  to  the  same  slue 
at  Germans  is  eight  miles  long,  and  an  hundred  aodJ 
twenty  foot  wide  5  these  rivers  being  joyoed  all  togetherJ 
make  a  goodly  in-draught,  as  well  as  rivers,  at  your  very 
out-fall,  all  of  them  bound  in  with  gallant  banks  of  goo 
sollid  and  durable  eartfaj  as  can  be  desired;  which  riveo 
will  receive  more  waters  from  the  flood,  then  all  thos 
receptacles  upon  Bedford  River,  and  Morton's  Leao 
which  are  so  farre  within  land,  to  tbe  great  danger  of  th 
countrey^  and  the  vast  expences  of  tbe  undertakers; 
in  our  greatest  floods,  and  most  sudden  rains,  our  wate 
shall  never  rise  so  high  within  us  at  the  great  sluce 
Germans,  as  doth  the  half  floods  at  tbe  ordinary  tide 
without  us ;  then  I  hope  it  will  be  confessed,  thai  oa 
fens,  and  the  whole  Level,  and  all  those  grounds  men 
tioned,  must  be  dry  as  well  in  winter  as  in  the  sainmer,r| 

This  was  the  designe,  I  would  have  finished  id  the  j« 
1649,  when  I  was  Director. 

But  it  will  be  objected,  that  the  former  works  I  men-^ 
tion  will  cost  much  money;    I  shall  answer  to  this,  and 
other  objections  |    but  this  first,  because  it  concerns  the 
adventurers  which  lay  out  the  money* 
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If  that  the  old 


Scleral  objec- 
tions &nsw«red. 


new  adventurers  have  laid  out  in 
the  draining  of  this  great  Level,  these  thirty  years  and 
ii]ore»  five  or  aix  hundred  thousand  poiinds^  and  if  they 
^Jjelieve  this  design  and  these  works  will  perfect  the  work 
Bof  draining,  surely  then  they  will  lay  out  one  whole  years 
rent  and  an  half  to  make  all  their  moneys  good^  and  free 
themselves    from   such   vast  expences,   which    will    be 

R A  wallowed  up  in  the  yearly  repairs  of  those  uncertain 
^anks* 
\  If  this  design^  being  perfected^  doth  take  away  all 
fears  as  well  as  future  charges,  and  bring  the  Level  into 
^^epute  and  credit,  it  will  be  worth  their  expences,  and 
^■Iwenty  times  more. 

^^    And  when  this  design  is  thoroughly  understood,  and 
^nhe  insufficiency  of  the  moory  banks,  this  design  is  to  be 
Blbllowedi  otherwise  this  Level  must  be  left  in  a  worse 
condition  then  it  was  found* 

And  lastly,  since  this  objection  is  of  such  force  that  it 
will  cost  much  money,  I  then  say,  if  a  year  and  an  halfs 
rent  will  treble  my  rent  yearly,  to  what  it  yields  at  pre- 
sent, I  must  conclude  myself  none  of  the  heat  husbands^ 
that  will  not  lay  out  so  much  money  to  such  an  advan- 

»lage.     I  will  now  answer  some  other  objections. 
That  there  is  as  much  done  for  the  draining  of  this   L  Object, 
great  Level  as  can  be  done,  and  that  it  is  not  in  the 
invention  of  man  to  do  more  then  what  is  already  done. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  those  which  give  credit  to  our  Answer, 
moory  banks,  and  understand  not  the  descent  nor  ascent 
of  Ibis  Level  in  general,  nor  do  they  know  the  descent 
that  may  be  gained  to  the  sea,  but  will  say,  if  banks  will 
not  do  the  work,  there  is  no  more  to  be  done;  but  do  dis- 
hearten all  men  from  doing  or  attempting  any  thtngi  lest 
their  weakness  should  appear- 
Why  did  you  then,  when  you  were  director  for  the  3,0bject« 
ivork^  make  sucli  great  and  high  banks  upon  Mortoo's 
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LeaiH;  of  two  and  fifty  foot  in  the  seal|  twelve  fool  bigli 
and  eight  foot  broad  at  the  top  i 
Itiwcr.  All  this  I  did  it  is  true,  but  those  banks  I  did  not  m 

for  sea  banks,  or  to  withstand  such  a  sea  or  wash  iis  noi 
they  have,  but  laid  them  near  to  avoid  a  ivinde-catch 
and  i  told  the  adventurers  at  VVisbidge  in  lG4p,  at  thei 
meeting  there,  that  those  banks  made  so  high  by  m^ 
then,  would  not  stand  above  four  or  five  foot  high  twenty 
years  after  tlieir  making;  and  I  did  promise  them  the»| 
that  (my  Design  being  finished)  the  floods  shoald  nevf^ 
charge  those  banks  above  two  foot;  and  it  must  have 
been  so,  if  tliis  Design  of  mine  had  gone  on,  and  beew 
perfected;  neither  was  it  passible  that  this  two  foot  of  ft' 
flood  should  have  lain  out  of  the  river  three  neaps  of  a 
tide,  if  the  sluce  at  Germ  an -Bridge  be  suffered  to  run. 
;t.  Many  wise  men  are  of  opinion,  that  the  banks  beiog 

repaired  every  year,  the  draining  may  be  perfected. 

Wise  men  may  think  so,  and  the  countrey  men  which 
get  all  the  money  for  repairing  every  year  will  tell  them 
so,  till  the  charge  exceed  the  profit;  but  if  tbey  look 
upon  Deeping  Fen  drained  with  moory  hanks  by  Captain 
Lovel,  aud  continued  a  small  time  rich  ground,  till  the 
moory  banks  were  rotted  to  a  mould,  then   the  banks 
failed,  though  there  was  no  cost  spared   by   the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earle  of  Exeter,  to  repair  or  naaiotain 
them ;  yet  it  is  now^,  and  bath  been  these  twenty  years 
under  water,  and  nothing  to  be  had  from  it  but  a  little 
€sh ;  yet  this  fen  doth  contain  thirty  thousand  aorei  of 
good  land  (if  drained).     Look  upon    Bishop   Mortoa** 
works,  the  Lord  Popham^s  ivorks^   Goveroour  Peyton's 
works,  the  Honourable  Francis  Earle  of  Bedford's  works, 
all  these  Honourable  persons  were  wise  men,   and  on^ 
doubtedly  did  act  by  a  great  scale  of  prudence  in  their 
undertakings,  yet  could  not  make  their  moory  banks  any 
longer  durable^  then  till  the  moor  became  mould:  tbe«^ 
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residents  are  all  within  our  Level,  and  \n  ihe  memory 
f  this  opr  age* 
Bui  ii  you  run  our  freshes  to  low  in  winter,  what  »hall  4.  Object* 
e  do  for  water  fo»  ourselves  and  cattle  iu  sutQmer? 
Whilst  you  have  water  at  Deeping-bridge,  at  Peter-  Aaswer, 
borough-bridge,  Saiat   Ives-bridge,  Cam  bridge- bridge, 
and  at  the  bridges  of  Milnalli  Br^Qdon^  and  Stoker  uq- 
doubledly  our  Level  cannot  want  water;  for  under  these 
bridges  come  all  those  waters  which  drown  us,  and  under 
hese  bridges  shall  come  those  waters  for  us,  and  our 
,tle»     Yet  take  notice^  that  the  great  sluce  at  German- 
ridge,  or  near  Madelen,  is  able  to  hold  up  the  waters, 
il*iih  little  helps^  as  high  as  you  please;    then  it  will  be 
nfessed  to  be  an  absolute  draining,  when  we  can  drown, 
and  drain  at  our  pleasure. 

But  how  shall   those  fens  in  Norfolk,   Suffolk,  and  5.  Object. 
,Cambridgcsbirej  which  lie  on  the  east-side  of  Owse,  be 
raioedj  for  they  lie  the  lowest  of  all  the  fens  in  this 
great  Level  ? 

If  Great  Owse  run  low,  then  all  these  fens  you  name  Amirer. 
ill  lie  dry,  for  still  your   great  siuce  drains  all  your 
waters  out  of  Owse,  and  Morton's  Lcam,  if  you  please  ; 
nt  then  navigation  will   be  hindered,  which  is  to  be 
elped  by  bottoming  of  those  rivers  where  there  may  he 
pccasion,  neither  is  the  bottoming  of  a  river  so  charge- 
ibl^  as  banking* 
Wjsbidge  River  may  run  where  it  doth,  as  well  as  at  g.  Object 
erman-bridge ;  to  go  through  Marsland,  the  ground  will 
:ost  dear,  and  that  money  may  be  saved. 
To  answer  this  I  have  much  to  say;   first,  Wlsbidge  Answer. 
ut-fall  lies  high  upon  the  washes^  and  then  it  is  too 
ear  our  fens  to  check  our  freshes ;    my  drift  is  to  keep 
the  sea  at  a  greater  distance,  ihat  I  may  have  our  freshes 
^^t  all  times  both  night  and  day,  to  run  quick  under  the 
bridges  of  Wishidge  and   Downham,  without  the  least 
^^l^f^ck.     Agaijip  tbe  river  at  .German-bridge  lies  lower 
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Iheo  the  river  at  Wisbidge-bridge,  and  there  is  more  fall 
frotn  Wish idge-h ridge  to  Germaa-bridge  at  low  water^ 
then  at  the  fall  from  Peterboroagh-bridge  to  Wisbidge ; 
and  our  out- fall  at  Lynoe  is  below  the  washes,  and  this 
river  of  Wisbidge  joyned  with  the  river  Owse  at  the  sfuce, 
makes  a  gallant  in-draughty  and  will  gain  Lynne  acom- 
pkat  channel  to  sea,  to  the  great  benefit  of  that  fine 
town,  and  the  town  of  Wisbidge.  As  for  the  charge  of  ' 
the  ground  through  Marsland,  I  may  justly  answer,  good 
and  great  things  are  not  done  without  cost;  but  the  cost 
of  this  will  not  be  much,  by  reason  we  may  carry  mnch 
of  the  river  through  the  common,  viz :  the  great  common 
belonging  to  the  seven  towns  id  Marsland,  and  the  com- 
mon called  the  Smee,  and  drain  them  both,  which  the 
Marsland  men  will  thank  jou  for. 

The  river  of  Wisbidge  is  (as  it  is  now  wideneil)  suffi- 
cient to  carry  in  it  all  ihose  waters  which  fall  from  Petcr- 
borougb,  and  therefore  you  may  spare  your  pains  atid 
cost  at  Murrow-gate. 

Wisbidge  River  is  wider  then  it  was,  especially  at  the 
out-fall,  which  doth,  and  will  destroy  ut;  but  it  is  not 
the  depth  nor  the  width  of  the  river  that  will  drain  that 
Level,  it  is  the  descent^  and  quick  current^  that  must  do 
our  work :  but  this  river  is  so  full  of  small  angles,  to 
shoulder  up  our  freshes,  yet  I  will  say,  it  will  serve  till 
the  moory  banks  in  the  fen  be  sunk.  But  it  is  good  to  be 
sure  in  this  great  work,  for  if  this  river  should  prove  de- 
fective, to  receive  and  carry  away  a  great  flood,  it  is  not 
onely  the  loss  of  having  our  grounds  drowned,  but  may 
be  the  ruine  of  niany  good  mans  estate,  to  the  value  of  I 
ten  times  the  charge  of  making  the  slaker  through 
Murrow-gate,  to  the  Horseshooe;  beside,  the  benefit  of 
this  river^  and  the  in-drains  to  drain  all  the  north- 
side  of  Wisbidge,  which  is  many  thousand  acres  ofj 
good  land. 

The  tide  being  stopped  at  German-bridge,  or  near 
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[agdelan^  will  rise  higbcfi  and  ran  over  our  banks,  and 
drown  us  in  Marslnnd. 
^B  This  objection  is  easily  waved,  ihe  tide  hath  its  bounds^  Answer. 
Hund  cannot  ri^e  higher  then  its  center  at  sea,  and  though 
^pi  be  stopped  at  Germ  an -bridge^  it  shall  not  rise  higher 
^fcy  the  thickness  of  one  hair^  as  if  it  never  had  been 
stopped  at  alK 

But  your  great  sluce  and  soss  at  Germ  an -bridge,  or  9.  Object* 
near  Maddelen,  will  be  quickly  silted  up^  and  what  will 
become  of  the  fens  then  ? 

It  is  impossible  it  should^  being  no  silt  comes  near  it,   Amwer, 

Pnor  any  salt  water,  for  which  I  give  this  reason,  viz:  the 
freshes  at  low  water  have  got  the  channel  at  Lynne^  there 
the  tide  comes  in,  and  beats  the  freshes  back  ;   the  fresh 

I^nd  salt  water  unwilling  to  mix,  the  tide  heals  back 
those  freshes  to  its  own  height,  that  so  two  miles  below 
the  sluce  at  Germans  it  will  not  be  brackish*  I  hope 
the  river  of  Thames  at  Blackwall  and  London-bridge 
^^ivill  give  you  an  experiment;  and  if  no  salt  water  at  the 
^iiew  sluce,  and  soss,  it  must  be  confessed,  no  silt  and 
•and* 

I     We  have  great  frosts  some  years,  and  then  upon  a  lo.  Objects 
fudden  thaw  the  ice  comes  down  and  will  choak  your 
■luce  and  so^s. 
Sosses  and  sluces  are  the  means  to  prevent  the  danger  Amwer. 
of  the  ice  in  a  sudden    thaw.     It  is  confessed,  many 
bridges  by  the  force  and  weight  of  the  Ice  have  been 
beaten  down,  but  the  use  of  sluces  prevents  that  danger 
ibufl :  in  great  and  long  frosts  we  can  have  no  floods^  and 

I  if  our  rivers  are  frozen  over  to  make  it  impassable  for 
boats,  then  are  our  sluces  to  run  i  by  this  means  I  sink 
the  water,  and  the  ice  with  them,  as  low  as  I  can,  then 
bj  our  sluces  I  hold  op  our  waters^  and  this  water  riteth 
one  foot  or  two  above  the  ice,  which  is  frozen  fast  to  the 
bottom  of  our  rivers  after  a  night  or  two  lying  there; 
and  although  ihey  be  not  dissolved,  yet  they  are  so  rotten, 


446 


APPRNDIC. 


brillle,  and  ehort,  and  cannot  hurt  either  bridge  or 
aluce:  tins  I  have  made  experience  of  by  sluces,  and 
can  prove  it;  and  this  is  practised  in  Holland^  Freeze- 
land,  and  Gronning. 

11.  Object.  Our  division  dikes,  and  all  oor  dikes  in  our  fens, 
though  they  be  made  twelve  foot  wide,  and  six  foot 
deep,  ihey  keep  their  width,  yet  in  our  dry  years  the 
bottoms  rise  two  foot,  and  our  dikes  become  shallower, 
and  they  are  no  good  fences. 

Amwer,  Observation  and  experience  will  teach  you,  that  the 

bottom  of  your  dikes  grow  not  up,  nor  rise  as  you  say, 
but  it  is  your  ground  lying  dry,  the  moor  earth  groweth 
sollid  to  a  good  and  fruitful  soyl ;  and  it  is  not  yoor 
dikes  bottoms  which  rise,  but  your  grounds  which  sink^ 
and  become  much  better;  tlierefore  when  your  grounds 
are  thus  sunk  with  lying  dry,  bottom  then  your  dikes  two 
foot,  and  your  dikes  will  hold  good  for  many  years, 

12,  Object,  It  is  perceivable  by  your  Design  for  the  draining  of 

this  great  Level,  that  in  a  flood  we  shall  have  no  navi- 
gation upwards  from  your  new  sluce  up  Bedford  River, 
up  Owse  to  Cambridge,  or  up  your  New  River  to  Wis* 
*•«!  bidgCj  and  Peterborough^  by  reason  the  waters  will  run 
so  quick  that  we  cannot  hale  with  our  horses  against  the 
stream,  but  our  three  rivers  will  become  like  the  river 
-    Rhjne  for  swiftness  in  a  flood. 
Amw€r«  It  is  granted,  the  rivers  in  a  flood  will  run  quick,  by 

reason  they  have  water- way,  and  fall  sufficient  at  the 
great  sluce ;  but  this  force  of  a  flood  will  not  last  fo? 
ftbove  a  day  or  two,  it  may  be  longer,  and  it  may  be  not 
so  long,  therefore  yon  must  stay  while  the  flood  be  past; 
Deither  are  ibese  rivers  so  much  your  enemies,  as  con* 
stantly  to  oppose  you,  as  the  river  Rhyne  doth:  all 
which  work  against  a  constant  stream  must  have  pa- 
tience, and  so  must  you  ;  yet  the  motions  of  these  great 
vessel*s  down  the  river  Rhyne  are  quick,  and  so  will  yours 
be  in  a  flood,  which  lasts  not  long,  neither  will  they  be 
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^'Common  with  us;  for  ihe  coiiiparisoEi  will  not  hold  be- 
tween the  river  Rhyne  and  any  of  our  rivers  in  our  Level. 
P^i'  If  this  Design  of  yours  be  perfected,  we  may  then  ky 
all  our  boats  aside,  as  having  no  use  for  ihem  ;  fur  Owse, 

I  Bedford  River,  Morton's  Leaui,  and  the  New  River 
ibrough  Marsland,  wiiJ  draw  in  all  our  land  v^aters. 
[  It  IS  confessed  that  Morton's  Learn  and  Owse  will  run 
low,  by  reason  that  at  German-bridge  at  low  water  mark, 
the  river  will  be  lower  then  the  height  of  tbe  Level  soyl 
at  Saltors  Load,  by  twelve  foot,  and  much  more;  and  so 
likewise  it  will  stand  with  Guyheirne,  and  there  shall  be 
Fno  need  of  raising  the  banks  from  ihence  to  Bevis-hall, 
[for  there  is  bank  enough,  and  the  river  will  run  lower 
ben  the  soyl  or  superficies  of  Wisbidge  High  Fen,  for 
^isbidge  River  will  quickly  grinde  itself  to  its  old  hot- 
[»m,  and  keep  it;  and  it  is  feizable  and  necessary  to 
bring  part  of  Owse  from  Erith  unto  Wisbidge,  by  the 
f'^est-water,  through  the  town  of  March,  and  the  other 
branch  by  Chatris,  Doddiogton,  and  WiiiibleLon-hook, 
without  the  hazzard  of  drowning  any  part  of  the  Level; 
ind  will  waterfall  the  parts  of  the  middle  Level,  even  to 
Mauey,  the  two  Wells,  and  to  Saltors  Load,  and  will 

r  prove  good  for  navigation  to  the  undertaker*,  and  the 
COQntrey  which  have  quantities  of  grounds  lying  upon 
this  West- water ;  and  if  the  diirisioos  of  the  mtercom- 
aons  be  laid  out,  there  will  be  a  necessity  that  this  work 
lof  the  West-water  be  made  good :  this  (yon  will  say) 
[nill  afford  you   water-way  for  your  boats  ;  no,  ye  are 
leceived,  for  without  the  use  of  means  at  our  out-falb 
fifito  Bedford  River,  Owse,  and  Morton's  Learn,  to  hold 
[up  your  in*drains,  you  will  still  have  no  waters  for  your 
[boats,  and  this  will  cost  money ;  which  to  do,  I  compare 
Co  paper  and  packthred^  in  comparison  of  the  rich 
'commodity  bound  up  in  it« 

We  have  now  two  gallant  in-draughts,  as  Bedford 
River,  and  Mortoa^s  Leam,  for  our  floods  to  bed  in^  as 
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receptacles ;  and  afier  the  flood   is  spent,  those  run  andj 
scour  the  out-fa11i$»  and  oiaiatain  them* 

I  know  not  what  you  mean  by  an  in-draiight,  but  if 
you  believe  either  of  those  rivers  to  be  your  in-draoghtsj 
in  which  your  waters  now  bed,  whose  banks  are  at  sucl 
a  wide  dtstance^  and  at  so  great  a  distance  from  yoa 
out-fally  as  near  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  it  is  a  riddle  to| 
me,  and  beyond  my  understanding,  and  in  my  judgmen 
against  all  the  rules  of  draining;  for  in  all  draining  w| 
have  respect  to  our  out-fall,  fur  if  we  cannot  be  maste 
there,  all  other  endeavours  sign i fie  nothing.     Vou  majf 
as  well  call   Whittlesey  Mare,   Ramsey  Mare,  Sohan 
Mare,  in-draughts;  and  the  Dutch  may  belter  call  Ha 
lem  Mare  an  io-dtaught^  for  none  of  those  I  have  name 
are  in^dranghts ;    for  there  can  be  no  in -draught,  bat  iti 
must  be  close  to  the  ouUfall,  otherwise  it  works  no  efiect 
Yon  have  an  example  in  Holland^  and  in  all  the  loi 
conn  treys,  their  in-draughts  are  at  their  sluces  close  t#1 
the  neck  of  their  outfalls  ;    neither  is  there  any  haveo^ 
river,  or  creek,  lying  upon  foul  seas,  that  hath  not  suffi* 
clent  freshes  to  maintain  its  out-fall,  but  he  must  by  art] 
gain  an  in-draught,  which  in^-draught  must  be  at  haodl 
to  use  when  there  is  occasion  for  it ;   for  all  true  in-j 
draughts  are  to  be  held  up,  and  are  to  be  made  use  of  at 
the  last  quarter  ebb,  or  before,  and  so  it  works  its  effect j  J 
but  when  the  in-draught  is  about  a  mile  or  two  above  ttij 
out-fall,  it  is  so  weak  upon  its  stream  by  that  time  ill 
comes  to  its  out-fall,  that  it  cannot  work  any  effect  to  the] 
cleansing  of  either  haven,  river,  or  creek. 

I  shall  onely  Instance  in  two  havens  or  harbors,  thoaglil 
I  could  trouble  yon  with  many ;  the  one  is  Dunkirk  inl 
Flanders,  the  other  is  Delfts  Haven  in  Holland :  as  for] 
that  of  Dunkirk  I  have  seen  it  when  upon  the  wharf  then 
have  been  forced  to  use  a  ladder  to  go  up  into  a  ship  of] 
an  hundred  tun  at  low  water,  the  next  day  they  have' 
been  forced  to  use  the  same  ladder  down  from  of  the 
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wliaxf  iato  the  same  ship ;  this  might  mem  Etmogey  but 
it  was  strange  to  me  to  see  by  what  a  small  means  this 
effect  was  wrought,  ivhich  was  thus:  viz.  m  all  dry  sum- 
mers the  haven  is  very  subject  to  be  silted  up  by  the  lea 
bearing  its  foul  waters  into  it,  by  reason  of  the  many 
shelves  of  sand  upon  that  coast,  so  that  the  ordinary 
strength  of  that  small  river  coming  from  Bergue,  is  not 
able  to  carry  out  of  that  haven  what  the  fiea  lodgeth  in  it, 
but  then  reason  and  industry  doth  the  work  of  that  haven 
thus:  when  the  haven  is  silted  up  to  such  a  height,  the 
town  causes  the  river  aforesaid  to  be  kept  up  by  their 
sluce^  or  soss,  for  some  eight  or  ten  dayes  together,  then 
they  command  the  ships  and  other  vessels  in  that  haven 
to  ride  In  the  midst  of  it  as  close  to  each  other  as  they 
can  ;  and  being  thus  placed,  they  at  a  level  water  open 
their  sluces  and  sosses,  and  give  liberty  to  the  pinned  up 
waters  from  Bergue  to  run  through  the  haven,  so  that  it 
grindes  the  bottom  through  the  intervals  between  the 
ships,  that  it  carries  away  all  the  silt  and  sand  out  of  the 
haven,  whilst  the  ships  rock  too  and  fro,  as  if  they  would 
fall  one  upon  another;  and  by  this  means  the  haven  be- 
comes as  deep  again.  It  is  much  the  same  with  Delfts 
Haven  in  Holland,  and  that  small  river  which  comes  from 
Overkey  to  the  town  and  haven,  doth  the  like  effect  with 
that  of  Dunkirk^  otherwise  there  could  be  no  haven,  but 
by  reason  the  sluces  which  cast  their  in-draughts  into 
both  these  /aven,  stand  at  the  very  entrance  of  them, 
otherwise  they  could  not  grinde  and  effect  so  great  a 
work. 

Now  look  back  to  ourselves  which  have  been  so  much 
mistaken^  as  to  make  receptacles  of  in.draughts  within 
land  so  remote  from  the  ou  Ufa  lis,  and  you  may  be 
assured,  ihat  if  the  receptacle  or  in-draught  made  at 
Waldersey,  had  taken  that  effect  as  was  supposed^  to 
have  received  from  a  spring  tide  from  sea  six  foot  ¥^ater, 
yet  it  could  not  have  done  you  any  good,  by  reason  it 
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lay  so  far  from  ihe  oui-fall:    bul  certaia  it  is,  that  if  ^ 
bad  proved  that  that  iti-draught  had  but  gained  from  th^ 
sea,  four,  five,  or  six  foot  water,  the  hanks  had  been  goo 
long  ere  this  j   and  Waldersey  and  Coldham  bad 
boib  lost,  or  little  worth. 

I  ehall  give  you  no  farther  trouble,  hat  to  assure  yc 
of  my  readiness  to  answer  any  other  ohjectioDS  wbic 
may  he  made,  against  this  my  design,  or  way  of  draining 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  JudgmenU 

Now  give  me  leave  to  give  you  my  sense  of  the 
benefit  which  will  arise  to  his  sacred  Majesty,  the  h€ 
nourable  corporation,  the  couDtrey,  and  the  whole  kiD| 
dom. 

His  Majesties  subjects  in  this  Level,  who  were  fonnerl] 
very  poor,  by  reason  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  banks,  and 
their  ground  lying  dry,  but  being  once  perfectly  draine 
wull  grow  rich  and  populous,  lo  the  slrengtheniog 
king  and  kingdom. 

It  will  better  navigation  and  trade  lo  all  his  towns  id 
this  part  of  the  kingdom* 

It  secures  bis  Majesty's  land,  being  ten  ihousandacn 
lying  in  this  Level,  from  all  farther  charge  or  fear  of  I 
drowned  by  any  fiood,  either  in  winter  or  sunttner, 

His  Majesty  gains  hereby  fifty  thousand  acres  of  j 
land,  called  now  the  Washes,  or  Salt  Marshes  j  ilm  land! 
is  equal   to   those   lands  in   Marsland,  or   HoUaody  Mi 
goodness,  tbe  one  lies  on  ihe  east  and  the  other  on  ibil 
west'side  of  these  washes  or  salt  marshesi  which  i« 
the  king  s  waste  :  and  I  do  affirm,  that  those  washes  cc 
tain  more  land  then  lies  in  Marsland  itself;    and  mon 
those  washes  lies  much  higher  then  doth   Marsland 
the  Dorth^side  of  Wisbidge  j  yet  through  this  wath  dot! 
Wisbidge  River,  Sheir*Drain,  and  Spalding  River  mafc 
their  way  to  tbe  sea*     But  when  Wisbidge  River,  Shei< 
Drain,  with  Spalding  River,  arc  forced  lo  a  better  oal 
fall,  as  Wisbidge  to  great  Owse,  and  Spaldiog  Rive 
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and  Glean  secured^  to  the  great  benefit  of  North  and 
SoQth  Holland;  then  must  those  spacious  washes  sud- 
denly become  good  land  for  this  reason,  viz*  for  these 
rivers  by  force  of  winter  floods  do  scour  and  cleanse  these 
washes  J  and  will  not  suffer  the  silt  or  sand  to  bed  upon 
them ;  but  these  rivers  being  taken  away^  which  run 
through,  and  spread  themselves  upon  these  washes  every 
low  water,  doth  carry  away  to  sea  what  the  tide  halh  left 
behinde  ;  but  the  cause  being  taken  away,  the  effect 
ceasetbi  and  all  those  washes  will  become  good  land  at 
little  or  no  considerable  charge ;  and  yet  the  navigatioo 
of  his  Majesties  towns  of  Lynne,  Boston,  and  Wisbidge, 
much  bettered,  and  prove  great  ont-falls,  and  navigable 
ehatinels  to  the  North  Sea* 

Yet  let  me  tell  yoy,  that  though  the  freshes  work  this 
effect,  to  cleanse  and  scour  the  washes^  yet  the  washes 
grow  and  get  height  npon  them ;  and  though  formerly 
tVisbidge  was  the  best  oat-fall  in  this  great  Level,  and 
took  much  of  our  waters  into  it,  which  now  run  by  Lyn, 
by  reason  of  late  years  the  sea  hath  left  us,  and  the 
washes  have  gained  a  great  height;  and  in  my  judge* 
medt  it  Is  impossible  ever  to  gain  any  good  out-fall 
through  those  washes,  either  for  the  river  of  WisbidgCi 
Sheir- Drain,  or  Spalding  River. 

As  for  the  Noble  and  Honorable  Ad  venturers  I  shall 
say  little,  onely  assure  ihemj  that  this  Design,  and  way 
of  draining  this  great  Level,  being  perfected,  the  great 
Level  will  be  perfectly  drained ;  whereby  the  great  charge 
of  maintaining  two  or  three  hundred  miles  in  banking 
already  made,  will  be  taken  off;  which  being  of  no  far- 
ther ase,  will  be  of  no  farther  charge:  neither  are  they 
freed  from  this  charge  alone,  but  from  the  charge  of 
many  of  their  sluces  and  sosses;  as  that  of  Well-creek, 
and  that  upon  Owse,  at  Sailors  Load,  and  those  works  at 
Ely,  which  will  become  as  useless  as  the  two  or  three 
hundred  miles  of  banking.     And  in  fine,  it  may  be  be- 
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lieved^  that  six-pence  the  acre  per  annum^  will  maiataio 
the  charge  of  upholdiDg  the  works,  and  procure  a  stool 
if  the  beforementiooed  works  be  once  sufficiently  eflfecl 
ed,  for  there  will  be  no  need  of  repairing  of  banks  ani 
more. 

The  benefit  which  vrill  arise  to  the  mbabitanls  of 
eountrey  will  be  very  considerable,  in  being  freed  froi 
all  danger  of  being  drowned  any  more;  that  they  maj 
freely  plow  and  sowe^  build  and  plant ;  and  then  thi 
will  be  no  fear  of  the  want  of  water  in  the  saminer*  f< 
themselves  orcallle;  and  which  will  be  very  consid 
able,  is  the  navigation  to  almost  every  small  town  in  thii 
Level^  especially  if  their  inter^commons  be  divided,  whi 
will  be  a  great  benefit  both  to  the  lords  and  the  tenant! 
but  in  all  these  navigable  cuts  avoid  banks,  and  thi 
these  cuts  and  division  dikes  may  be  done  at  a  smi 
chargCj  having  a  care  to  carry  your  leading  drains  ii 
their  proper  out-falls  of  Bedford  River,  Great  Owse,  ai 
Morton's  Learn, 

I  shall  not  deviat  from  my  present  discourse,  if  1 1< 
you^  that  by  my  observations  abroad,  both  in  my  yoai 
and  age,  I  gained  some  experience  to  serve  my  nati 
eountrey  ;  and  that  one  province  of  Holland,  I  comp 
to  be  equally  as  large  as  this  great  Level ;  and  I 
verily  believe  that  there  is  one  hundred  times  more 
money  expended  in  this  province,  in  rivers,  sluces,  soS' 
ses,  and  bridges,  then  can  be  needful  in  this  great  Level 
of  the  Fens.  The  provinces  of  South  and  North  Hol- 
land, Freizland,  and  Gronning,  admit  of  no  tides  or  rivers 
from  tbe  sea  to  run  into  them,  ont4y  South  Holland  ad- 
mits of  the  river  Maze  to  run  to  meet  the  river  Rhyne; 
yet  this  Holland  runs  her  water,  into  the  river  Maze  by 
substantial  skices  and  navigable  sosses,  as  I  have  seea  at 
Mazelandt,  Ulerdine,  Skeydaui,  Delfts-haven,  and  at  Ho* 
terdam,  all  these  play  into  the  river  Maze,  which  runs  by 
the  Brill  to  Dort.     On  the  north^side  of  this  province 
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Harlem  Mare,  by  sluces  and  sosses^  at  Amsterdam  there 
are  many^  at  Myden,  Nardam,  all  these  ran  into  the 
Zayder  Sea,  and  yet  those  sluces,  and  those  upon  the  rive^ 
Maze,  have  not  one  quarter  of  the  ebb  to  ran  at. 

North  Holland  upon  the  Zuyder  Sea  hath  its  sluces  to  North  Holland 
ran  at  Sardam,  Monkenden,  Horn,  Ancasen,  and  Mid-  terebbto  roT^ 
die-bleak,  and  they  have  not  above  a  quarter  ebb  to  run  ^'* 
at;  though  they  force  their  waters  into  those  leading 
^lijrers  by  costly  mills  ;  and  in  this  North  Holland  much 
of  their  richest  grounds,  where  they  make  their  best 
cheese,  lie  under  the  low  water  mark  at  sea,  at  least  six 
or  seven  foot;   as  the  Bempster,  the  Skermer,  and  the 
Wart,  &c.  they  are  all  drained  by  a  multitude  of  mills,  DtBiningintha 
oach.  mill  costs  near  six  hundred  pounds  sterling.     In  ^"]]^^^*^^  ^^ 
the  Skermer  I  have  seen  four  mills,  one  standing  four  Four  mUls  to 
foot  higher  then  the  other,  and  they  have  worked  one  to  2![teoa  foo^' 
anotheri  till  they  have  brought  the  water  sixteen  foot 
high,  to.run  into  the  drains  which  leads  to  the  sea. 

Freizland  and  Gronning,  from  Campen  in  Gilderland  Great  care  to 
to  Dam  in  Gronning,  is  all  drained  by  sosses  and  sluces  ^^^g  ^^\f 
to  sea- ward;  the  length  of  those  three  provinces  is  no  less  the  sea  into  any 

°  ^  part  of  the  pro- 

4|iaD  an  hundred  and  twenty  miles  along  the  sea  coast,  Tmces. 
apd  yet  they  have  no  rivers  run  into  them  from  the  sea. 
;I  did  observe  in  all  those  parts  of  the  Netherlands  where 
I  have  been,  they  do  not  admit  the  sea  to  flow  into  any 
of  their  provinces,  but  keep  it  out  by  their  sluces  and  The  sea  kept 
sopses,  so  far  as  art  and  cost  will  promise  them  security,    and  sluces. 

These  works  of  theirs  will  confirm  all  rational  persons, 
.thai  if  they  have  but  one  quarter  of  the  ebb  to  run  at, 
and  lie  dry,  what  can  be  said  against  a  sluce  and  navig- 
.able  soss  at  German-bridge,  upon  old  Owse,  and  new  The  since  at 
Nean,  which  hath  half  the  ebb  but  in  a  flood  more,  be-  mnsaThai?  ^ 
cause  the  freshes  do  rise  one  foot  within  the  sluce,  for  ®^^»  ^^  °"*'^' 
two  foot  the  tide  riseth  against  the  sluce  without,  to  sea- 
irard. 
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Marsknd  lower 
tbeti  the  great 
Level  of  the 
fenst  and  yet  ii 
drmioedinlotlie 
lirerOwie* 


South  £a  Bank 
secured^ 


The  north- side 
of  Wish  id  gc 
draiaed,  and 
llicflatofHd 
SL  Mary'i' 


1600/,  per  an ' 
miin  charge 
taken  off  from 
MafftlaLadp 

Tbc  great  com' 
mon  of  the  7 
Towns  of  MafS' 
land  tlraiDcd^ 
and  the  Smee* 


CoDitant  frehh 
water  in  Mars- 
l«)3d. 


I  hope  the  experietice  we  all  have  of  HollaDdy 
north-side  of  Wisbidge,  with  that  of  Marsland,  nil 
them  lie  below  the  fens   of  the  great  Level   five  or  ftli 
foot,  yet  drain  themselves  into  great  Owse  and  the  seas 
oeither  are  the  benefits  inconsiderable,  which   Holland 
the  north-side  of  Wisbidge,  and  Marslaod^  will  Feceivd 
by  this  design: 

As  for  Holland  J  all  that  bank  called  South  Ea  Banh 
from   Doweadale   to  Clowes-Cross,   being   eight   mih 
which  was  believed  formerly  to  have  been  a  thoasan 
pounds  per  annum  charge,  will  be  secured* 

The  north-side  of  Wisbidge  will  by  this  means  saf 
the  repairing  of  that  bank  from  Clowes- Cross  to  Gnj 
heirn,  and  part  of  the  bank  upon  Wisbidge  River  whic 
formerly  cost  much  money ;  but  the  greater  benefit 
north-side  of  Wisbidge  will  receive,  is  the  perfect  drain 
iog  of  all  thai  flat  and  low  countrey  ;  for  which,  the 
of  the  north-side  of  W^isbidge,  and  Tid  St.  Mary's,  in  I 
county  of  Lincoln^  did  contract  for  the  giving  a  gf^ 
proportion  of  land  for  the  draining  thereof. 

Now  as  for  Marsland  their  benefit  will  be  the  great 
for  this  work  being  done,  they  save  the  charge  of  repa 
ing  all  those  banks  from  Germans-bridge  upwards, 
both  sides  of  the  river  Owse,  to  Saltors  Load,  which  i 
eight  miles ;  and  all  those  banks  called  New  and  Old 
Dike,  which  by  their  confession  cost  them  yearly  l( 
And  withal,  they  recover  hereby  the  great  common 
longing  to  the  seven  towns  in  Marsland,  and  the  com  mo 
also  called  the  Smee,  for  which  a  great  quantity  of  la 
was  offered  to  those  which  should  undertake  the  drain iof' 
of  it,  as  I  have  been  informed.     And  another  con^ide^. 
able  benefit  is,  they  will  constantly  have  fresh  water  i 
of  the  river  from  Wisbidge  to  German-bridge,  and 
bank  lying  upon  the  west  of  Marsland  upon  the  wasb 
near  fifteen  miles  in  length,  it  costs  much  money, 


«i«iy  itnes  in  danger  of  breaking,  is  hereby  aeowed,  the 
waabes  or  salt  marshes  being  gained  irem  the  sea,  which 
«plll  beelfeGted  in  a  short  time. 

If  Shis  woi4(  be  performed,  it  is  at  the  pleasore  of  the  The  beaeAt  to 
corporation  to  drain  the  great  cooHnon  in  Marsland,  be-  towwds  thdr 
^longing  to  the  seven  towns,  containing  five  thousand  *^'^^^* 
aoies,  with,  the  common  called  the  Smee,  containing 
siboot  fifteen  handred  acres ;  likewise,  the  draining  of  the 
<ii€Nrlh*side  of    Wisbidge,  containing  twelve  thousand 
acres ;  also,  all  those  gronnds  in  Holland,  belonging  to 
-Gedney,  I>ffove,  Chappie,  Holbidge,  Fleet^  St.  James, 
Tid  St.  Mary's,  which  is  reported  to  me  to  contain  eight 
tkonsand  acres  of  drowned  land :  and  if  the  corporation 
please,  they  may  drain  all  that  part  of  the  Qaeen's  man- 
Dor  in  Croyland,  called  Posant,  which  will  be  rich  ground 
if  once  drained,  and  contains  in  it  seven  thousand  acres, 
ahr  whereof  belongs  to  the  Queen. 

WlI^lAM  DODSON. 


Atuwen  to  the  several  Objections  against  this  my  Designe, 
since  the  Delivery  of  it  to  the  Honourable  Corporation. 

First,  It  is  objected,  that  the  place  that  I  intend  to  set  l.  Object. 
the  great  sluce  upon,  which  is  near  Magdalen,  is  a  quick- 
sand. 

To  this  I  answer,  that  the  place  I  have  designed  to  Answer. 
set  the  great  sluce  upon  is  no  quick-sand,  but  a  firm  and 
soUid  clay,  as  the  place  where  Magdalen  Bridge  stands, 
or  the  sluce  at  Saltors  Load,  or  Well-Creek ;  and  this  is 
at  an  easie  charge  made  appear  to  them  that  doubt,  by 
•inking  the  place  twelve  foot,  where  they  will  finde  what 
I  have  asserted  in  my  design  to  be  truth. 
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3.  Object. 


Answer* 


2.  Object.  Secondly,  It  is  objected,  thai  tbe  river  is  deep  there, 

and  that  it  is  not  poBsible  to  set  a  sluce  in  tbe  river. 

Answer.  It  was  never  intended  to  set  this  since  and  soss  id  the 

river,  for  that  were  great  folly  to  undertake;  but  this 
s]uce  is  set  near  the  river  of  Owse,  and  so  cut  iota  tbe 
river;  and  allhougb  the  river  were  as  deep  again  as  it  is, 
il  is  all  one;  for  I  set  not  tbe  sole  of  the  since  two  foot 
below  the  channel  (as  it  is  pretended)  but  I  set  it  two 
foot  below  the  sole  of  the  river>  or  low  water  mark,  and 
therefore  the  depth  of  tbe  river  is  no  prejudice  to  me  by 
being  so  dee]),  but  contrary  a  great  advantage,  and  of 
much  benefit  to  carry  away  the  freshes. 

Tliirdlyj  It  is  objected,  that  if  a  sluce  should  be  set 
there,  that  tbe  doors  of  that  sluce  must  be  thirty  foot  in 
length. 

The  sluce  I  have  designed  is  in  height  from  the  low^t 
stone  in  the  foundation,  to  the  highest  stone  ia  the  work, 
but  eight  and  twenty  foot  high;  the  several  water-ways 
in  this  sluce  but  leu  foot  high  ;  neither  doth  the  greatest 
freshes  within  us  rise  above  ten  or  twelve  foot  upon  tbe 
sluce,  why  should  the  flood-gales  then  be  made  thirty 
foot  high  for  ten  or  twelve  foot  water  i  you  have  a  pre- 
sident  by  all  those  goats  that  stand  upon  tbe  river 
Owse  in  Marsland,  that  drain  all  Marsland  into  that 
river,  otherwise  Marsland  could  not  be  drained,  yet  their 
flood-gates  are  not  above  five  foot  bigh  set  to  low  water 
mark,  so  that  the  spring  tides  flows  about  thirteen  foot 
of  plum  water  above  them*  I 

4. Object,  Fourthly,  It  is  objected,  that  if  this  sluce  and  river 

through  Marsland  were  finished,  it  would  do  no  good  to 
the  draining  of  the  great  Level,  but  no  reason  is  given  j 
for  it. 

If  that  the  gaining  of  a  great  and  considerable  descent 
to  the  sea,  at  the  very  out-fall,  will  do  no  good  to  draio 
that  great  and  flat  Level,  that  lies  in  a  flood  above 
twenty  foot  higher  then  low  water  mark  at  the  out*fall, 
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and  yet  this  oat-fall  hot  twelve  miles  from  this  flat  Level, 
makes  this  objectioa  frivolous.    Bat  to  give  farther  satis- 
. faction^  I  did  desire  a  view  might  have  beea  made  of  that 
.river  called  the  Horseshooe,  below  Wisbidge,  where  they 
might  have  seea  the  tide  rise  to  the  height  of  eight  or 
nine  foot  up  the  banks  of  that  river,  higher  then  the 
superficies  of  Marsland ;  aad  if  you  will  stay  untill  it  be 
low  water^  you  shall  see  this  river  two  or  three  foot  within 
aoyl,  lower  then  the  superficies  of  Marsland;  and  yet  the 
river  of  Owse  at  the  great  since,  at  low  water  mark^  will 
be  ten  or  eleven  foot  below  the  superficies  of  Marsland 
.there;  for  all  the  descent  of  Marsland  lies  from  the  bank 
upon  the  Horseshooe^  to  the  new  since  near  Magdalen; 
and  the  goats  in  Marsland  on  the  river  Owse  doth  drain 
.  the  whole  countrey  into  the  said  river^  following  the  re- 
fluxes of  the  tide. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  stopping  of  the  tide  by  a  since  &•  Object. 
at  Magdalen,  will  not  take  away  the  great  waters  in  a 
flood  from  off  the  banks  at  Sutton  and  Meapool. 

If  the  tide  be  not  stopped  here  at  Magdalen,  or  Ger-  Answer, 
mans,  yea,  lower  to  sea,  if  it  were  convenient,  it  is  not 
possible  but  that  in  a  flood,  Swacy,  Over,  Erith,  the 
.  washes,  and  those  banks  about  Sutton  Meapool,  Wit- 
bam^  Witchford,  and  Welney,  must  all  suffer.  My  rea- 
sons are. 

First,  The  floods  come  quick  from  St.  Ives,  making  l.  Resioii. 
tbeir  way  to  sea ;  the  water-way  is  large  enough  at  Erith, 
it  is  confessed,  but  at  Sutton,  Gait,  and  Meapool,  in  the 
new  Bedford  River,  there  it  runs  upon  an  ascent,  the  like 
again  at  Pyemoor-hill,  which  is  a  great  obstruction  of 
the  freshes  in  a  flood  running  to  sea ;  for  gravels  and 
fords  in  rivers  are  a  great  hinderance  to  the  free  passage 
of  all  waters :  for  although  the  river  be  never  so  deep, 
it  must  be  allowed  where  such  obstructions  are,  you  can 
ron  no  more  waters  in  those  rivers  then  what  runs  over 
your  gravels  or  fords,  and  it  is  the  same  with  Sutton, 
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Gait,  and  Pyemoor-LiU,  io  aew  Bedford  River.  Be&ides 
ihid|  there  is  another  great  obstruction,  which  is  the 
weeds  that  are  admitted  to  grow  iq  this,  and  many  othtr 
of  our  rivers,  and  are  of  very  dangerous  consequence} 
for  in  a  floods  where  our  freshes  in  this  river  hath  but . 
small  desceDtj  they  hold  them  up,  iosooiuch  that  the 
freshes  are  inforced  to  soyl  through  those  weeds  sa 
through  a  ceive,  which  must  of  necessity  cause  those 
quick  waters  from  the  uplauds  lo  swell  backwards,  to  the 
great  dammage  of  Erith^  Swacy,  and  Over,  on  that  side 
of  the  CO UD trey, 

3.  Reason.  Secondly,  After  the  flood  hath  passed  these  three  great 

obi^tructions  in  this  river,  it  uieeteth  with  another  rather 
worse  then  the  former,  which  is  the  tide,  aud  winde- 
catch  ;  for  when  these  great  bodies  of  freshes  come  to 
run  to  the  sea,  they  then  at  the  very  out- fall  meets  with 
the  tide  (who  visits  that  river  twice  to  four  and  twtuty 
hours)  aud  dotli  not  onely  stop  the  current  of  those 
freshes,  and  forceth  them  back  even  as  far  as  Suttoa* 
bridge  upon  new  Bedford  River  ^  and  if  the  winde  blow 
hard  almost  in  any  point,  when  tlie  floods  are  within  the 
great  wash  of  that  river,  the  banks  are  in  great  danger  of 
being  lost,  or  blown  up  ;  for  it  maketh  so  rough  a  tea, 
that  it  washes  and  undermines  the  banks;  and  if  it  do 
not  break  them,  it  puts  the  corporation  the  next  summer 
to  a  vast  charge  of  repairing. 

Now  on  the  contrary,  to  free  this  Level  from  the  bad 
effects  of  this  indirect  river,  the  tide,  winde-catch.  and 
weeds,  to  give  this  river  from  Erith  free  passage,  by  the 
old  and  famous  river  by  it,  (for  it  is  old  Bedford  River 
that  is  the  river)  though  it  hath  been  much  sleighted^ 
yet  if  it  had  not  been  made  use  on  of  late  years,  it  had 
been  much  worse  for  the  countrey  thea  it  was.  For  I  i 
dare  and  will  aflirm,  that  the  freshes  in  a  flood  shall  vent 
them  selves,  running  from  Erith  a  day  or  two,  at  Saltots 
Load,  by  the  old  river,  before  Ihey  come  down  thither  by 
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the  new ;  now,  these  two  rivers  having  their  ftee  passage, 
lli€  weeds  being  cut  and  roded,  and  the  tides  stopped  at 
Germans  or  Magdalen,  will  free  this  part  of  the  Level, 
that  is  so  much  oppressed  by  St*  Ives  waters,  the  winde- 
catcbj  and  the  flux  of  the  tide  up  Lhat  river»  for  the  freshes 
then  in  those  two  spacious  rivers  hath  no  obstruction  j 
for  the  tide  being  stopped  at  Germans,  these  rivers  will 
run  contiaually,  having  so  great  a  receptacle  as  seven  or 
eight  miles  in  lengthy  without  the  Level,  from  Saltors 

I  Load  to  Germans-bridge;  for  the  freshes  at  the  great 
sluce  must  rise  at  least  ten  foot  higher  then  its  usual 
height  to  maintain  navigation,  before  the  water  can  run 
back  at  Saltors  Load  to  obstruct  the  current  of  this  river, 
which  is  impossible,  if  the  sluce  and  soss  be  admitted  to 
run ;  for  the  water-way  in  this  sluce  and  soss  is  no  less 
thea  an  hundred  eighty -two  foot  broad,  and  ten  or 
eleven  foot  deep,  which  is  more  water-way  by  much,  then 
runs  through  those  two  bridges  of  VVlsbidge  and  Down- 
bam  ;  now  theie  rivers  running  thus  continually  in  the 
greatest  floods,  it  will  be  allowed,  that  the  waters  cannot 
lie  long,  or  rise  so  high  as  formerly,  by  six  foot  upon 
those  banks;  if  so,  then  the  winde-catch  cannot  in  the 
least  prejudice  those  banks.  By  this,  I  hope,  it  may  be 
perceived,  that  the  waters  cannot  lie  upon  those  banks 
of  Sutton  and  Meapool^  or  in  the  least  damnifie  Eritb, 
Swacy,  and  Over.  This  may  be  an  answer  for  the  river 
of  Morton's  Learn  to  Peterborough,  and  that  part  of  the 
country^  for  the  obstructions  are  the  same, 

I  Sixthly,  It  is  objected,  that  my  in-let  of  the  river  from  *»■  Object. 
Wisbidge  into  Marsland  cut,  cannot  be  performed  at  six 
foot  deep,  at  the  river  called  the  Horseshooe,  as  I  have 
designed  it,  and  they  give  this  reason  for  it,  That  if  1 
make  my  river  there  six  foot  deep,  the  height  of  the  tide 
will  not  reach  the  sole  of  that  river  to  be  cut  through 
Marsland. 
1  shall  not  need  to  answer  this  objection,  it  being  alto-  Aniwer. 


7.  Object 


Answer. 
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►gether  witbout  reason  or  sense,  but  referre  you  to  mj 
answer  to  the  fourth  objection^  which  will  give  any  ooe 
full  sBtisfaction. 

Seventhly,  it  h  objected,  that  the  charge  of  a  biuce;' 
the  purchase  of  the  grounds  through  Marslaudi  aod  the 
rest  of  the  works  designed  by  me,  will  cost  KOODOO/. 

To  this  I  answer,  that  certainly  they  that  made  so  large 
an  estimate  upon  those  works  1  have  designed,  know  bow 
to  set  a  price  upon  their  own  ;  for  it  is  well  koowo,  thd 
estimate  I  gave  in  to  the  honourable  corporation,  with 
my  design,  did  not  amount  to  above  46000/.  for  I  bad 
rather,  and  it  was  my  resolution,  to  ask  more,  or  at  least 
as  much  as  would  do  the  work|  (having  so  short  a  warn- 
ing) then  ask  less,  and  the  corporation  should  finde  it 
more,  thereby  to  induce  the  corporation  to  make  use  of 
my  design;  but  upon  further  consideration,  and  having 
better  digested  the  charge,  I  have  since  for  the  Seller 
satisfaction    of   this    honourable   corporation,   made  s 
mod  del  of  part  of  the  great  sluce,  and  the  sosa  propor- 
tionable, to  shew  the  (rue  dimention  of  the  same;  which 
sluce  and  soss  will  be  undertaken  at  a  price,  by  able  and 
sufficient  workmen.     And  that  such   mistakes  as  these 
may  not  affright  the  corporation  from  going  on  with  so 
beneficial  a  work,  I  have  here  annexed  to  ray  desigoe, 
the  estimate  of  all  my  works^  as  they  are,  and  will  be 
undertaken ;    and  shall  be  ready  when  this  honourable 
corporation  please,  to  make  every  particular  of  this  ac- 
compt  appear p 

8.  Object  Eighth! Vj  It  is  objected,  that  this  sluce  is  to  masters 

quick  water,  which  is  not  believed  it  is  proper;  for  the 
reason  is,  they  have  not  known  the  like  practised  else* 
where. 

Answer,  As  to  this  I  hope  to  give  full  satisfaction,  by  sevetal 

reasons^  and  examples   of  other  coun treys  in  the  like 
case,  as  also  some  known  to  ourselves  within  the  isle, 
I  shall  instance  in  the  first  place  Freizland,  which  h  ^ 
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life  new :  now,  these  two  rifcrs  having  their  free  passage, 
%ke  weeds  being  cut  and  roded,  and  the  tides  stopped  at 
Germans  or  Magdalen,  will  free  this  part  of  the  Level, 
tksi  is  so  mnch  oppressed  bj  St.  Ives  waters^  the  winde- 
-catoii,  and  the  flax  of  the  tide  ap  that  river,  for  the  freshes 
then  in  those  two  spacious  rivers  hath  no  obstruction ; 
for  thft  tide  being  stopped  at  GennanSi  these  rivers  will 
WML  Qoniinoallyi  having  so  great  a  receptacle  as  seven  or 
eight  niles  in  length ,  without  the  Level,  from  Saltors 
LoAd  to  Germans-bridge ;  for  the  freshes  at  the  great 
.aloce  mnsjt  rise  at  least  ten  foot  higher  liieB  its  usual 
li^bt^  lo  maintain  navigation,  before  the  water  can  run 
beck  at  Saltors  Load  to  obstruct  the  current  of  this  river, 
wUch  is  impossible,  if  the  since  and  soss  be  admitted  to 
mn;  for  the  water-way  iu  this  since  and  soss  is  oo  less 
then  an  hundred  eighty-two  foot  broad,  and  ten  or 
eleven  foot  deep,  which  is  more  water-way  by  much,  then 
rons  through  those  two  bridges  of  Wisbidge  and  Down- 
bam  ;  now  these  rivers  running  thus  continually  in  the 
greatest  floods,  it  will  be  allowed,  that  the  waters  cannot 
lie  long,  or  rise  so  high  as  formerly,  by  six  foot  upon 
those  banks ;  if  so,  then  the  winde-catch  cannot  in  the 
least  prejudice  those  banks.  By  this,  I  hope,  it  may  be 
perceived,  that  the  waters  cannot  lie  upon  those  banks 
of  Satton  and  Meapool,  or  in  the  least  damnifie  Erith, 
Swacy,  and  Over.  This  may  be  an  answer  for  the  river 
of  Morton's  Learn  to  Peterborough,  and  that  part  of  the 
country,  for  the  obstructions  are  the  same. 

Sixthly,  It  is  objected,  that  my  iuf^let  of  the  river  from  6*  Object. 
Wisbidge  into  Marsland  cut,  cannot  be  p^formed  at  six 
foot  deep,  at  the  river  called  the  Horseshooe,  as  I  have 
designed  it,  and  they  give  this  reason  for  it.  That  if  I 
make  my  river  there  six  foot  deep,  the  height  of  the  tide 
will  not  reach  the  sole  of  that  river  to  be  cut  through 
Maraland. 

I  shall  not  need  to  answer  this  objection,  it  being  alto-  Answer. 
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bles  began  in  England;  and  tlien  the  people  stale  away 
the  flood-gates,  so  that  the  out* fall  of  that  river  was 
suddenly  silted  up:  and  this  sluce  stood  upon  a  con- 
siderable quick  river. 

Sixthly^  Come  to  the  open  soss  and  several  sloces  at 
Sailors  Load,  which  was  set  down  some  fourteen  years 
since  upon  this  great  quick,  butting  upon  the  tide  from 
sea,  (and  although  it  Was  made  of  wood,  which  cannot 
be  durable  against  the  sea)  neither  was  it  set  in  its  pro- 
per place ;  yet  it  is  clear  it  did  much  preserve  that  part 
of  the  Level^  and  atso  maintained  nagivatioo  whilst  it 
#as  hept  in  repair. 

Now  give  me  leave  to  give  you  my  reasons,  that  a 
since  upon  a  quick  water  is  as  useful,  with  as  little  dan- 
ger^ as  a  sluce  upon  a  dead  water,  as  it  is  termed;  it  is 
confessed,  that  a  sluce  upon  a  quick,  that  hath  not 
water-way  sufficient,  is  little  belter  then  a  dam  to  ob- 
struct the  current  of  those  rivers  in  a  flood,  and  is  de- 
structive; but  if  there  be  waler-way  sufficient,  and  to 
spare,  in  the  greatest  flood,  then  this  sluce  or  soss  pre-* 
serves  that  counlrey  from  all  sudden  and  quick  floods 
without  danger,  And  for  the  prevention  of  all  sudden 
floods,  it  must  be  granted,  that  no  flood  falls  into  this 
Level,  but  by  great  rains,  or  sudden  thaws,  in  the  up- 
land countreys ;  of  which  we  cannot  but  be  sensible  some 
days  before  it  come  down,  in  \Yhich  interim  of  time  we 
pull  up  all  our  fall-gates,  and  run  out  all  our  freshes 
that  are  bolden  up  by  the  sluce  to  maintain  navigation, 
so  that  when  the  floods  come  down,  the  rivers  are  empty 
(if  clear  of  weeds)  to  receive  them  ^  and  if  I  run  twice 
the  water  of  those  bridges  where  the  floods  must  come 
under,  certainly  I  may  wait  three  hours  in  twelve  upon 
the  re- flux  of  ihc  tide,  and  yet  not  so  much  if  the  flood 
be  great;  fur  as  the  tide  riseth  two  foot  without  us,  the 
freshes  io  a  flood  rise  one  within  the  sluce^  by  which 
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means  we  run  the  sooner,  for  our  freskes  ran  wbetbcr  ibe 
tide  be  coming  in  or  going  out,  until  the  Ude  rise  higher 
then  oar  freshes,  and  shuts  the  flood-gates. 

These  examples  and  reasons  I  hope  may  be  sufficient, 
and  give  full  satisfaction  to  them  that  doubt  of  the  truth 
I  have  asserted  in  my  design  ;  for  unless  (in  my  judg- 
ment) we  can  master  the  tide^  it  is  not  possible  to  drain 
this  Level. 

Ninthly,  It  is  objected,  that  the  sluee  I  haVe  designed  9.  Object, 
will  not  bear  the  weight  of  water  that  will  lie  against  it, 
and  that  the  eager  will  carry  away  the  since. 

To  this  I  answer,  that  the  since  I  have  designed  is  in  Answer, 
the  foundation  two  and  fifty  foot  broad;  the  bredth  of 
the  since  upwards  is  forty  foot,  and  besides  this  bredth, 
between  every  arch  a  butterice  raised  from  the  founda^^ 
tion,  on  both  sides  the  sluce,  of  three  foot  square,  all  of 
goiod  brick,  stone,  lime,  and  tarras  outwardly,  which  I 
do  affirm  is  thrice  the  strength  of  any  bank  in  Marsldnd: 
and  further,  to  support  this  sluce,  which  in  ihy  judgihent 
needs  none,  I  keep  the  water  eight  foot  high  constantly 
to  knd-ward,  t6  maintain  navigation,  so  that  I  caki  hav^ 
but  the  weight  of  ten  foot  water  upon  my  since  in  the 
greatest  tide.  Now  as  t6  the  stopping  of  the  eager, 
which  is  no  more  then  the  flux  of  the  tide  from  sea,  which 
^comes  in  quick,  I  shall  one>y  say  this,  that  if  the  tide  be 
•bee  stopped  in  any  river  whatsoever,  by  shice  of  dam,  it 
halh  no  more  force ;  for  when  the  current  of  the  tide  is 
so  stopped,  it  riselh  against  that  sluce  or  dam  ibsehlibly^ 
atid  those  sluces  or  dams  beari  no  more  but  oniely  the 
wtfgbt  of  water  that  risetb  upon  thetn. 

Tenthly,  It  is  objected,  that  if  the  tide  have  not  his  lo.  Object. 
flax  and  re-flux  up  Owse,  it  may  be  fbared  that  Lynne 
Ri^er  may  be  lo^t. 

Where  sluces  with  in*draughts  are  placed  to  ady  out-  Answer. 
fell  near  the  ilea,  they  alwayes  nlake  good  the  channd  or 
eat^Ml  without  them,  as  Well  as  deepen  the  channels  of 
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thoae  rivers  wilhin  them;  now  the  flux  of  the  tide  is  but 
a  small  distance  from  this  sloce,  and  the  re-flux  the  same, 
which  continual  motion  of  the  tides  ebbing  and  flowing 
in  so  short  a  distance^  it  cannot  silt  up  that  river,  espe- 
cially when  there  is  so  great  a  fresh  wilhin  our  in-draught* 
in  those  two  great  rivers,  that  leads  all  our  freshes  and 
floods  to  that  since,  and  follows  the  tail  of  the  tide  to  sea; 
which  must  in  all  reason  grinde  the  channel  to  sea,  to  a 
great  depth,  below  Lynne;  and  as  it  is  now  uncertain 
and  dangerous,  this  will  improve  it  to  the  admittance  of 
greater  vessels  then  formerly,  to  the  great  benefit  of  that 
port.  And  if  the  way  that  I  have  designed  to  drain  this 
great  Level  should  prove  any  wayes  injurious  to  this  town 
of  Lynne,  I  would  soon  desist  from  prosecuting  it  any 
further;  but  I  hope  by  this  they  understand  a  benefit  and 
no  damage  to  that  town. 

IL  Object*  If  I  divert  Wisbidge  River  from  running  through  the 

washes,  or  salt  marsh #  then  all  those  washes  will  become 
good  ground ;  but  then  that  part  of  Holland  from  ihc 
Sheir-drain  to  the  river  Welland,  with  the  north-side  of 
Wisbidge,  will  be  lost,  by  reason  they  will  lose  the  out-faH 
of  Sheir-drain,  Sut ton-goat,  Fleel-goat,  Qnapload-goal, 
and  Wes ton-goat,  which  are  their  drains  into  the  washes. 

ADswer.  To  this  1  answer,  to  drain  one  part  and  drown  another, 

is  no  part  of  my  design,  but  what  I  endeavour^  is  to  per- 
fect and  drain  that  part  of  Holland,  with  the  north-side 
of  Wisbidge,  and  yet  drain  the  great  washes  containing 
near  fifty  tliousand  acres  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  waste, 
without  prejudice  to  any  land-holder  in  that  part  of  Hol- 
land, or  north-side  of  Wisbidge,  but  to  their  great  benefit. 
For  it  will  be  confessed,  that  the  town  and  high  lands  of 
Tid  St»  Mary's,  Sutton,  Gidney,  Holbeach,  Quapload, 
MoUon,  to  Spalding,  lies  higher  by  six  foot  then  the  low 
grounds  on  the  north-side  of  Wisbidge  and  Holland,  and 
all  these  high  lands  before  named,  lies  betwixt  the  sea^ 
and  these  low  grounds;  so  that  Cubbet,  Spalding,  Drove- 
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Cbappel,  Gidney,  St.  James,  and  Fleet,  are  forced  to  drain 
themselves  by  small  cuts  through  this  ascent  betwixt  the 
«ea  and  them,  in  some  place  three,  four,  five,  or  six  miles, 
and  mauy  of  them  seven  and  nine  foot  deep;  yet  for  all 
this  great  depth  of  those  drains,  a  great  quantity  of  those 
low  grounds  are  drowned  commonly  two  foot;  although 
you  are  at  great  charge  with  the  spade  to  keep  your  goats 
and  sluces  open  into  the  salt  marsh  or  washes,  and  yet 
cannot  drain  yourselves  :  (the  reason  is  plain)  for  it  is 
well  known  to  the  ancient  inhabitants,  that  the  sea  of 
late  years  hath  lodged  its  silt  and  sand  some  feet  above 
your  sluces  or  goats  to  sea,  and  in  short  time  the  loss  of 
much  good  land  may  be  feared  ;  yet  to  help  you  I  do 
endeavour,  but  to  hurt  you,  or  any  part  of  the  countrey, 
is  oo  part  of  my  design.  Now  to  free  you  from  these 
inconveniences,  the  turning  of  Wisbidge  River  through 
Marsland  near  to  Germans-bridge,  will  be  of  much  ad- 
vantage and  benefit  to  those  low  grounds ;  for  by  the 
help  of  the  since  at  Germans,  we  keep  Wisbidge  River^ 
when  we  please,  as  low  as  we  will;  and  this  river  of 
Wisbidge  will  prove  the  out-fall  for  all  those  low  grounds 
of  Holland,  and  the  north-side  of  Wisbidge,  and  perfectly 
drain  them  winter  and  summer :  my  reason  is  this,  those 
low  grounds  in  Holland  lies  higher  then  those  low 
grounds  on  the  north-side  of  Wisbidge,  and  those  waters 
in  Wisbidge  River  will  lie  lower  by  six  foot  then  the 
■operfices  of  those  lands  or  drowned  grounds  on  the 
north-side  of  Wisbidge ;  so  that  at  all  times,  by  the  help 
of  a  navigable  river,  through  that  part  of  Holland,  from 
Cabbit  upon  Welland,  to  Gram  moke-house  upon  Sheir- 
Drain,  and  from  thence  to  Murrow-gate,  and  so  to 
Leverington,  into  the  river  of  Wisbidge  ;  where  you 
have  so  great  a  fall,  that  it  absolutely  drains  all  those 
drowned  grounds  aforesaid,  and  the  best  and  most  certain 
oot-fall  for  Sheir-Drain,  when  Clowes-Cross  will  give 
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leave^  to  tbe  great  benefit  of  Thorney,  Burrough  great 
Pen^  and  the  town  of  Croyland.  This  work  will  not 
onely  be  of  ofie  to  the  perfect  draining  of  all  those 
grounds,  but  likewise  better  navigation  from  Lynne, 
Wisbidge^  and  Peterborough,  to  Spalding,  to  Boston,  to 
Croyland^  to  Deeping,  and  to  Stampford,  by  the  help  of 
a  small  single  soss  placed  upon  Welland  River  near 
Cubbit.  This  I  have  now  said  may  be  performed  at  an 
inconsiderable  charge,  considering  the  profit  it  brings 
with  it,  with  the  consent  and  allowance  from  the  ho- 
nourable corporation  ;  of  which  ihere.  is  no  doubt,  but 
they  will  be  very  willing  to  serve  the  countrey  apon  so 
publique  an  accompt,  being  of  so  great  advantage  to 
those  parts  and  little  or  no  dammage  to  themselves^ 

Thus  having  (to  the  best  of  my  judgment)  aqswered 
the  aforesaid  objections,  uid  do  confess  my  obligmtioft 
to  him,  or  them  that  did  make  them ;  by  which  means, 
reason  will  finde  the  better  allowance,  and  troth  appear 
with  more  lustre.  I  shall  now  trouble  the  reader  ifridi 
some  few  objections  of  my  own,  against  thai  design 
last  intended  to  be  put  in  practice^  which  were  made 
according  to  the  order  of  the  honourable  corporation ; 
and  shall  as  willingly  receive  satisfaction  from  him,  or 
them,  which  are  the  present  directors,  as  I  am  desiioos 
u^y  judgment,  in  this  affair,  may  receive  their  approba- 
tion. 
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Recording  to  an  Order  of  this  Corporation ,  the  17 th  of 
November,  1664^  /  do  here,  with  submission  to  the  said 
Corporation,  humbly  tender  these  my  Objections  following, 
0gaiHst4hat  Design  now  in  agitation. 
\.i     ■>         '    ■ 

Whereas  it  is  designed  by  this  last  new  desigOi  that      h 
#11  rivers  shall  be  left  open  to  the  sea,  for  the  tide  to 
liave  his  free  passage  into  all  those  great  rivers. 
-  First,  To  this  I  object,  that  if  the  flux  of  the  tide  from  t-  Obiert, 
sea  be  admitted  to  flow  up  old  Owse,  Bedford  River,  and 
Morton's  Learn,  that  the  banks  that  are  made,  and  to  be 
made,  in  order  to  this  design,  cannot  secure  the  Level 
from  inundation,  or  drowning.    My  reasons  are  as  fol?* 
Idweth: 

f  First,  The  tide  jSowing  up  the  river  of  Owse  and  Wis-  i.ReasoD. 
bidge,  hath  been  the  destrt^ctipa  of  all  those  undertak- 
ings, for  the  draining  of  the  great  Level :  the  reason  is 
plflfiB  ;  the  spring  tides  at  Germans  rise  twenty  foot  from 
him  water  mark,  apd  at  Wisbidge  it  riseth  fourteen  foot 
lit  least  above  low  water  mark,  running  to  sea ;  now  the 
ascent  of  tl^e  ti^e  from  sea  flowing  so  high  within  our 
lyeyel,  obstructs  the  freshes  in  their  current  to  sea ;  and 
pot  pnely  that^  but  bears  our  freshes  back  (as  I  am 
credibly  informed)  that  the  freshes  have  been  seen  to  run 
bac^  through  Sutton-bridge  towards  Erith,  which  is  near 
thirty  miles  from  Germans  ;  the  same  it  is  with  Morton's 
Learn  up  to  Eldernel :  therefore  the  flux  of  the  tide  is 
not  to  be  admitted  into  any  of  our  rivers. 

Secondly,  If  the  rivers  be  open  to  sea  every  spring  tide,  2.  Rcaioa, 
if  the  windes  blow  hard  at  north  or  north-west,  all  the 
Level  is  in  danger  of  drowning;  (as  for  example)  the  last 
winter  when  you  had  little  or  no  land  floods,  the  spring 
tides  putting  in  with  a  strong  north  winde,  put  Morton'sf 
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d.  Reason. 
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Learn  in   great  danger;    and    as    for  Bedford   River^    ill 
raised  llie  waters  so  high,  that  it  carried  away  a  con- 
siderable part  of  one  of  the  best  hanks,  to   the  great 
dammnge  of  the  corporation  and  countrey- 

Thirdly,  If  the  three  rivers  he  left  open,  and  admit  ot 
the  tide  to  flow  up  them,  then   Peterborough  and  iho&ei 
parts  adjacent  must  suffer,  and  so  must  Erilh,  Swacy^j 
and   Over,   in  that  part  of  the   countrey:    neither  cat 
Haddenhanij    Swaftham^     Water-beach,    Strelhanig 
Wilberton,  he  freed  from  the  said  inconvenience,  for  it 
must  he  confessed  at  all  hands,  that  Morton's  Leam  lie»j 
much  higher  then  Bedford  River,  and  Bedford  River  heij 
much   higher  then   old  Owse  ;   and  likewise  it  will 
allowed,  that  the  tide   will  flow  equally    up  these  twa 
rivers  of  Owse  and  Bedford   River,  (for  water  will  finde 
his  level)  now  certainly  it  was  very  indiscreetly  done  ol 
him»  whosoever  he  was,  that  did  give  direction   for 
bank  of  six  foot  to  he  made  upon  Owse  and   Grantj 
against  the  tide,  Owse    being   the   lowest  river  in  tbcl 
whole  Level,  when  they  make  banks  of  ten  and  twelve 
foot  upon  Bedford  River  and  Morton's  Leam,  which  lie 
higher  then  this  river  by  much.     And  as  for  those  bank^ 
designed   to  be  made  upon    Mildenhall,  Brandon,  and 
Stonk,  with  those  from  Stretham -ferry  up  to  Aldry  Cau* 
sey,  they  will  not  be  able  to  secure  that  countrey ;  for  ^ 
it  is  with  Bedford  River  at  Erith,  Swacy,  and  Over,  th«l 
same  it  will  be  with  Stretham,  Wilberton,  Haddenhamt] 
and  that  part  of  the  countrey;  yea,  rather  much   worsev] 
by  reason  the  river  lies  so  low,  it  will  give  the  greater | 
reception  to  the  tide:   for  when   the  tide  did   flow  up] 
Owse  formerly,   I  have    seen    the  water  rise   a  foot  at  j 
Strethain-ferry  in  a  spring  tide;  and  now  the  river  being 
widened  from  Sailors  Load  to  Liltleport,  you  will  Rnde 
it  will  flow  into  those  parts  wiih  a  more  eager  then  lor- 
merly,  to  the  destruction  of  that  LeveL 

Fourthly,  if  Owse  and  Bedford  River  be  open  to  sea 
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fcir  the  tide  to  have  bis  flux  aod  re-flux,  then  will  all 
Manland  be  put  in  a  bazzard  of  utter  ruine,  they  being 
DOW  at  a  vast  charge  to  keep  their  banks  from  the  fury  of 
the  eager,  by  lineing  their  banks  with  brink  wood,  which 
is  caused  but  by  the  admittance  of  the  tide  into  one 
river ;  but  when  it  shall  have  its  free  ingress  and  re- 
gress into  those  two  spacious  rivers  of  Owse  and 
Bedford  River,  it  will  double  the  strength  of  the  eager 
in  his  flux  from  the  sea,  having  so  great  a  reception 
above :  and  farther,  in  a  frost  when  the  ice  shall 
come  down  those  two  great  rivers,  expecting  to  go  to 
sea,  the  tide  sends  it  back  again,  so  that  of  necessity 
it  will  gore  their  banks,  and  hazzard  their  bridges  ;  the 
like  it  will  be  with  the  banks  of  Owse,  Bedford  River, 
and  Morton's  Lcam.  And  whereas  it  is  supposed,  nay 
believed,  that  the  flowing  of  the  tide  up  Owse  will  ease 
Bedford  River,  that  the  waters  shall  not  rise  so  high  there 
as  they  use  to  do,  it  is  a  great  mistake,  for  the  sea  is  as 
well  able  to  furnish  the  whole  Level  with  a  conflux  of 
waters,  as  those  two  rivers ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
the  tide  will  rise  as  high  in  both  rivers,  as  ever  it  did  in 
new  Bedford  River ;  but  if  his  water-way  be  not  wide 
enough  in  Owse  at  present,  he  will  run  so  much  the' 
stronger,  and  in  a  short  time  he  will  make  his  way,  having 
BO  great  a  reception,  as  is  now  allowed  him,  though  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  Marsknd. 

Whereas  it  is  likewise  designed,  that  a  new  cut  be      2. 
made  from  Rassels  Dam  to  Littleport  Chair,  and  the  old 
river  dammed  up  near  Rassels  Dam. 

To  this  I  object.  That  if  you  make  this  new  river  from  2.  Object. 
Rassels  Dam  to  Littleport  Chair,  and  dam  out  Owse,  and 
and  snfier  the  tide  to  flow  up,  (which  must  of  necessity 
when  Saltors  Load  sluce  is  taken  up)  you  hazzard  the 
loss  both  of  the  new  cut  and  old  river;  for  the  making 
pf  this  new  cut  is  no  more,  then  what  was  done  by  the 
Right  Honourable,  Francis  Earle  of  Bedford,  and  his 


^0 


APPENDIX. 


participants  in  Ljnnc  Law^  and  was  called  Sandys  River, 
yet  they  did  never  attempt  to  dam  op  Owse;  this  river 
was  made  then  in  a  direct  line  to  Littleport  Chair,  and 
they  then  adioitting  the  tide  to  flow  up  Owse,  it  was  id 
foQr  or  five  years  silted  up  and  utterly  lost,  ahhough  they 
had  four  times  more  freshes  to  maintain  it,  then  this  de- 
signed river  is  like  to  have:  and  as  to  old  Owse,  if  yoa 
admit  a  dam  upon  that,  then  the  tide  will  without  all 
question  silt  up  that  river,  having  little  or  no  freshes 
admitted  to  run  through  it  to  scowr  the  silt  away,  so  thai 
consequently  you  mast  lose  hoth  the  uew  cut  and  the  old 
river. 

Whereas  it  is  designed,  that  for  the  maintaining  of  na*» 
vigatioD,  the  weeds  in  the  rivers  are  not  to  be  cut  or  roded 
ID  dry  summers,  that  the  waters  may  not  run  out  of  the 
counlrey,  but  hold  up  your  freshes* 

i»  Object.  To  this  1  object.  That  if  you  keep  not  your  rivers  and 

leading  drains  to  them  well  roded  twice  in  a  summeri  yott 
hazzard  your  meadows^  and  other  good  grounds,  to  a 
sudden  flood  from  the  land-water,  for  the  weeds  hold  up 
the  fre:>hes  more  then  sluces ;  and  these  weedd  admiltedi 
decay es  those  rivers  and  drains  they  are  suffered  to  grow 
in,  and  destroyes  navit^atiou, 
4.  Whereas  a  multitude  of  banks,  weer-dikes,  cuts,  id- 

drains,  counter-banks/slucesj  and  tunnels  are  designed 
for  the  draining  of  this  great  and  flat  Level,  to  the  vast 
ex  pence  and  charge  of  the  corporation. 

4.  Object  To  this  I  object,  That  the  number  of  the  several  works 

in  this  desigOj  is  an  hundred  and  odd,  and  most  of  them 
vast  and  chargeable  ;  and  if  the  sea  be  admitted  to  flow 
into  the  countrey,  ihey  are  no  wayes  able  to  withstand 
the  flux  of  the  tide,  brought  in  by  a  northerly  or  north- 
west wiude»  meeting  with  the  land*floods :  on  the  cod- 
trary,  if  tlie  flux  of  the  sea  be  stopped  at  a  distance  from 
the  Level,  then  they  are  useless,  and  may  prove  hurtful, 
and  hinder  the  desceat  of  the  dowu-fall^  or  small  draios. 


iDtc/the  three' river^  that  will  run  low  to  receive  them. 
JNow>befbre thisdeiign  was  known,  it  was' declared,  that 
iliere  i^as  no  less  "then  three  handred  hiiles  of  banking  to 
be  repaired,  and  this  niew  design  speaks  of  more  batiks  to 
be  made,  with  new  cots,  in^drains,  and  counter-btaks ; 
which  charge  of  making  and  repairing,  I  fear  will  Cost 
iBdto  then  the  annual  irent  of  the  d^OOO  acres  is  able  to 
liaintain  :  and  althbogh  thete  works  raeiitiit>ned  were 
finished,  the  whole  Levd  wotild  be  in  a  perj^tuAl  dang^^ 
for  it  is  no  othl^r  theti  what  h^th  been  practited  these 
foarteen  years,  to  carry  the  freshes  so  high,  as  to  ride  the 
tide ;  which  I  doubt  not  but  both  the  corporation  and 
"oountrey  are  sensible  of  the  difficulty  to  effect  it  with 
banks  of  moor  earth,  and  in  truth  not  to  be  performed. 
As  for  your  brick-tunnels  under  your  rivers,  they  are  no 
wayes  useful  in  this  flat  Level,  whether  you  admit  the 
tide  in,  or  keep  it  out :  if  you  exclude  the  tide,  it  may  be 
requisite  to  have  small  sluces  upon  the  out-fall  of  your 
creeks  and  leading-drains,  where  it  may  be  needful,  into 
the  three  rivers,  to  hold  up  water  for  your  cattle,  by  rea- 
.  son  your  three  rivers  will  run  so  low. 

By  this  you  see  my  objections  and  reasons  against  the 
flux  of  the  tide  into  this  flat  Level,  which  if  that  should 
be  stopped,  then  you  need  not  the  help  of  those  charge- 
able moory  banks,  which  hath  so  often  deceived  you, 
excepting  Bedford  River  and  Morton's  Learn  banks, 
which  in  twenty  years  will  require  no  repairing,  nor  can 
cufier  any  breaches,  by  reason  the  freshes  cannot  lie 
three  neaps  of  a  tide  two  foot  upon  the  banks.  Besides 
these  two  now  named,  there  is  Burrough  single  bank, 
from  Peakirk  to  Croyland,  four  miles  in  length ;  likewise 
Croyland  single  bank,  from  Croyland  to  Clout-house, 
two  miles  in  length ;  these  must  be  kept  in  repair  to  re- 
sist the  river  Welland,  which  lies  much  above  our  Level, 
end  is  excluded  from  us;  so  that  it  is  easily  perceived, 
that  four  or  five  hundred  miles  of  banking  will  be  laid 
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aside  as  useless :  for  if  yoa  exclade  the  tide,  your  Ttn 
and  uncertain  charges  will  be  taken  off;  bot  on  the  ood* 
trary,  if  you  adroit  the  tide  to  flow  into  the  Lerd,  aib 
intended  by  this  new  design,  your  banks,  coanier-baaks^ 
weer-dikes,  and  tunnels,  will  not  secure  the  Lie?el  fion 
inundation. 

Thus,  according  to  your  order,  and  for  the;  better 
satisfaction,  that  so  the  truth  might  the  better  appear,  I 
humbly  tender  these  my  objections  and  leaaons  against 
that  design  now  in  agitation,  and  leave  mysdf,  with 
them,  to  the  judgement  of  this  honourable  corporatioo. 

William  Doosoh. 


A  Breviat  of  the  whole  Charge  qfthe  Works  mention^  m 
CoHonel  Dodson*8  Designe,  for  the  perfect  Draimimg  ^ 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford  Level. 

Imprimis,  The  great  sluce  and  soss  at 
Germans  near  Magdalen,  as  they  are  de- 
signed to  be  builded  with  brick,  stone, 
flood-gates,  fall-gates,  soss-gates,  iron- 
work, and  workmanship,  and  allowed  by 
workmen,  will  cost      ...     gsss  15    6 

The  making  the  river  through  Marsland, 
from  the  river  called  the  Hors6shooe  to 
Germans-bridge,  with  banks  and  in-drains, 
at  51.  a  pole,  will  cost  -  -   12800    0   0 

The  purchase  of  the  land  in  Marsland, 
where  the  river,  banks,  and  in-drains,  are 
cut  out  of,  at  15/.  an  acre  for  the  purchase, 
will  cost      -  .  -  .     1575    0   0 
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The  purchase  of  Ihe  laad^  with  the  mak- 
ing of  banks  and  la-drains  of  the  new  cot, 
from  the  river  of  Owse  to  the  great  sluce, 
will  cost         -  -  -  -      384    7    6 

The  making  of  Sandy's  River,  from  Ely 
to  Littleport.  Chair,  at  ]/.  Ids.  a  pole,  will 
cost  .  -  -  -     1680    0    0 

The  since  and  soss  at  Guyheime,  allow- 
ing the  timbers  of  the  since  and  soss  at 
Saltors  Load,  there  to  be  delivered,  will  cost 
500/,  otherwise  the  charge  of  that  since  and 
soss  will  be  double        -  -  -      500    0    0 

The  since  and  soss  at  Ditton  by  Cam- 
bridge, allowing  the  timbers  of  Knowl 
Since,  with  the  timbers  at  the  brick-kills, 
there  to  be  delivered,  will  cost  200/.  other- 
wise the  charge  of  that  since  and  soss  will 
be  double.  .  -  -  .      aoo    0    0 

The  taking  up  the  shelves  and  flats  in  the 
rivers  of  Owse  and  Grant,  will  cost  -      600    0    0 

The  making  of  the  two  dams,  one  over 
the  river  of  Owse  by  Magdalen,  and  the 
other  over  the  river  called  the  Horseshooe 
below  Wisbidge,  will  cost  -  -      600    0    0 

The  making  of  the  pit  for  the  great  since 
at  Germans,  or  near  Magdalen,  may  cost         200    0    0 

The  tarras  to  be  made  use  of  in  and 
about  the  great  sluce  and  soss,  may  cost  200    0    0 
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The  Total    28573    S    O 
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No.  XXI. 


1667^ 


TAX   ACT  AND  SCHEDULESi 

Anno  XX.  CAROLI  IL  Regis. 


Jn  Act  for  the  Taxing  and  J$$essing  of  the  Lands  ofth 
Adventurers  within  the  Great  Level  of  the  Ferns. 


Recital  of  15 
Car.  2. 


PdwengiTen 
by  15  Car.  3. 
Co  Uf  taxes. 


^aid_ 
executed. 


Wherem  cor- 
poration have 
proceeded  b J 
aa  acre-tax,  to 


Whereas  by  aa  act  made  in  ibis  present  parliamcBli 
entituled,  An  Act  for  settling  tbe  Drainiog  the  Great 
Level  of  tbe  Fens  called  Bedford  Level,  it  is  anuN^ 
other  things  enacted,  that  tbe  governor,  bailifii,  sod 
conservators  of  the  corporation  in  the  said  act  oieoUooed^ 
aod  by  virtue  of  the  same  from  time  to  time  to  be  elected 
and  appointed^  for  tbe  time  being,  or  any  five  or  moie 
of  them  (whereof  tbe  governor  and  bailiffs  for  tbe  time 
being,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two)  should  and  might  £rmi 
thenceforth  use  tbe  power  and  authority  of  commissioih 
ers  of  sewers  within  the  said  Great  Level>  and  from  tioie 
to  time  lay  and  impose  taxes  upon  the  ninety-five  thou- 
sand acres  within  tbe  said  Level  in  the  said  act  mentioiH 
ed,  for  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  the  samei 
as  by  tbe  said  act  appeareth:  and  whereas  since  tk 
making  of  tbe  said  act,  tbe  governor,  bailiffs,  and  coo* 
servators  of  tbe  said  corporation,  in  execution  of  the 
power  and  authority  thereby  to  them  given,  have  laid 
and  imposed  taxes  upon  tbe  said  ninety-five  thoosaod 
acres,  for  the  purposes  by  the  said  act  specified  and  ap* 
pointed,  wherein  they  have  proceeded  by  way  of  an  acre* 
tax,  at  a  certain  rate  by  the  acre,  and  have  enforced  the 
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payment  of  the  same  after  that  manner,  ta  the  great  the  damage  of 
damage  of  divers  of  the  adventurers  and  participatits,  for  the  UndTSftr 
that  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  are  not  only  »nyaluc. 
mach  different  in  the  natural  richness   and  barrenness 
of  their  soil,  but  likewise  some  patt^  of  the  said  lands 
are,  by  frequent  inundations  and  otherwise,  exceedingly 
pejorated  and  made  worse,  and  the  corn,  hay,  seed,  or 
grass  thereupon  often  destroyed ;  yet  the  same  lands  are 
equally  taxed  with  the  best  and  most  secure  lands  in  the 
Baid  Level  as  aforesaid ;  the  which  said  way  of  raising 
draining-taxes  upon  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  ^"JJch^roww? 
by  an  equial  acre-rate,  hath  been  found  to  be  inconve-  tion  hare  taxed 
nient:   and  for   removing  the  said  inconvenience,  the  acre-tax  of  five 
said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  have  of  late  pro-  |3oo()^M:res 
ceeded  to  a  more  indifferent  way  of  taxing  of  the  said  and  by  a  mc- 

diam  on 

ninety  five  thousand  acres,  (that  is  to  say)  by  a  gradual  12000  acres^ 
acre-tax  of  five  sorts,  upon  eighty-three  thousand  acres, 
part  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  and  by  a  me- 
dian! of  the  twelve  thousand  acres,  residue  of  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres :  and  to  the  intent  that  en- 
couragement may  be  given  for  the  better  improving  of 
the  Baid  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  and  that  a  constant 
and  certain  way  of  taxing  may  be  continued  and  estab- 
lished for  the  future ; 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  Enacted  that 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  assent  of  the  lords  spiritual  ^if ^esuSd^ 
and  temporal,  and  commons  in  this  parliament  asdem-  on  the  83000 

^  ^  acres,  part     ♦ 

bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  all  taxes  oftheU5000 
hereafter  to  be  set  and  imposed  for  the  maintenance  and  mlintenance of 
preservation  of  the  said  Great  Level,  are  hereby  appoint-  ^"^Ijf*^'^ 
ed  and  declared  to  be  from  time  to  time  assessed  and  gradual  acre- 
taxed  by  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conservators,  6r  aorta  and  de- 
their  successors,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the"  ^tniTto  the' 
flaid  governor  and  bailiffs  for  the  time  being,  or  any  of  respective 
them  to  be  two,  upon  the  said  eighty-three  thousand 
«cres,  part  and  parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand 
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12000acret| 

rc«idoe  of 
95000  Kcrea^ 
when  tlic 
whole  95000 
Me  t&xeJ  lor 
6110;.7i.  1|^. 
to  be  taxed  nt 
It. 3f£  per acrCj 
aod  so  10  pro- 
ITOrtiou, 


acres,  by  a  gradual  acre  tax  uf  different  sorU  aad  %doei 
of  lands ;  the  which  said  gradual  acre^tax  set  as  afM. 
satdj  and  all  future  gradual  acre-taxes  to  be  set,  ihallW 
received^  paid  and  levied,  with  like  penal  ties  ia  the  laid 
recited  act  provided  for  non- payment  of  iaxes»  bj  loch 
and  the  like  wajs  and  means  as  by  the  said  recited 
act  are  provided  for  to  be  paid  and  levied;  and  the 
said  eighty-three  thousand  acres  for  raisiog  of  taxes 
for  support  and  maintenance  of  the  Great  LeTel,  are  not 
to  be  rated  or  assessed  otherwise^  or  in  any  other  msnoer 
than  according  to  a  gradual  acre-tax  of  different  lofti 
and  degrees,  and  according  to  the  respective  valuef  ad 
rates  thereby  set  and  rated^  and  to  be  set  and  rated  ts  a 
hereafter  appointed  upon  the  said  eighty-three  thooiaiij 
acres ;  any  law,  slatute,  or  other  thing  to  the  cootnrj 
thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres,  residue 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  arebyibe&sid 
gradual  acre^  laxed  towards  the  raising  of  the  sumaf  sii 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  seven  shillings  oiui 
penny  halfpennyj  are  rated  and  taxed  at  one  ihilliDg 
three  pence  per  acre,  being  a  medium  as  if  ibe  whok 
ninety-five  thousand  acres  had  been  rated ,  taxed,  and 
assessed  at  fifteen  pence  per  acre;  be  it  further  enaclcd 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  when  and  so  often  at  a 
tax  of  the  said  sum  of  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  seven  shillings  one  penny  halfpennVi  shall  be 
taxed  and  assessed  upon  the  said  ninety -five  tbousaod 
acresj  that  then  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres  iball 
he  ratedj  taxed,  and  assessed  by  the  said  governor,  bai- 
lifTsi  and  conservators,  and  their  successors,  or  aoj 
five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  said  governor  aud 
bailiffs^  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  at  fifteen  pence  ibc 
acre,  and  according  to  the  proportion  for  the  raising  of 
any  greater  or  lesser  sum  than  six  thousand  one  hundred 
and  ten  pounds  seven  shillings  one  penny  balfpenQ)i  (o 
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be  received,  paid  and  levied,  together  with  penaltiesy  ia 
such  and  the  like  manner  as  the  taxes  set  and  imposed, 
or  to  be  set  and  imposed  upon  the  said  eighty 'three  thou- 
sand acres,  are  by  this  act  provided  for  to  be  received, 
paid  and  levied.    And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  no  taxes  to  be  set  by  Tkzet  not  to 
▼irtoe  of  this  act,  shall  be  set  or  imposed  upon  the  said  ^^awSLy'*"' 
ninety-five  thousand  acres  by  the  said  governor^  bailiffs,  Tbondaj,  ud 
and  conservators,  or  their  successors,  or  any  five  or  more  after  tbe  fint 
of  them,  but  upon  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  April/ 
next  after  the  first  Sunday  in  April,  or  some  or  one  of 
ihem  three  days  yearly  for  ever,  and  not  at  any  other 
time ;  any  law,  custom,  or  usage  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notwithstanding  *• 

And  whereas  by  the  said  recited  act,  it  is  amongst  other  Sales  for  non- 
things  provided,  that  sales  for  non-payment  of  taxes  shall  uiMto  be  at 
be  made  at  Ely  upon  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  Whit-  ^^  ^[^'  _ 
snn  week  yearly,  the  which  season  is  found  to  be  incon-  day,  and  Fri- 
▼oiient :  for  remedy  whereof,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  first  Suudsy  im 
authority  aforesaid,  that  from  and  after  Whitsun  week,  ^^^ 
which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six 
hundred  sixty-eight,  those  days  for  sales  shall  be  altered 
and  changed  unto  the  said  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday  after  the  said  first  Sunday  in  April  in  every  year, 
and  all  other  matters  and  things  concerning  or  relating 
to  sales  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  by  the  said  recited  act 
provided,  are  to  stand  in  force  and  to  be  observed  with 
this;  that  the  Serjeant  at  mace  of  thesaid  Great  Level  shall  Seijeantsat 
from  time  to  time,  by  precept  under  the  seal  of  Ihe  cor    "prui3er"" 
poration  of  the  said  Great  Level,  in  nature  ot'a  writ  of  ^°T!I?^ 

Habere  fac*  possessionem^  at  common  law,  deliver  posses-  poaaesaionof 

,  1111  lands  sold  for 

sion  unto  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  purchase  any  non-pajment 

part  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  for  non-pay - 


of  taxes. 


*  This  regolAtioD  is  sabseqncDtly  altered  by  the  Style  Act.    Vide  Ap- 
peadix  for  24  Geo,  II,  c.  23. 
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licrcs  tuny  be 
more  cqTiaJly 
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APIRimteil  to 
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gifst  I  Lie  name 
not  uofler  llie 
nuinber  of  aC' 
ven  soria  and 

To  tax  the 
Siime  in  ache* 
dnles  to  be  re- 
lumed unto 
t!ie  Fen  Office. 
Tbb  to  be  done 
on  oatb . 


inent  of  tnxes;  and  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  nnd  coo- 
servalors  are  hereby  required  and  authorized  to  affix  lit 
seal  of  the  said  corporation^  from  time  to  time,  to  ik 
precept  or  precepls^  at  the  charge  of  the  parties  recjnir* 
ing  the  same;  any  law,  statute,  usage,  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  said  eighty-three  thoasand  acits 
may  be  more  equally  taxed  by  a  gradual  acre- tax,  doI 
under  the  number  of  seven  sorts ;  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that    Edward    Partherichcr 
Esq.  Samuel  Fortrey,  Esq,   Richard  Mariol,  Esq.  Joho 
Mingay,  Jonas  Moore,  Peter  Diamond,  Esquires,  An* 
thony  Hammond,   Esq.   Mark  k  Pla,  Gent,   and  John 
Bridgman,  jun»  Gent-  or  any  three  or  more  of  theoi,  are 
hereby-  constituted  and  appointed  to   be  surveyors  and 
valuers  of  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres,  and  are 
within  twelve  months  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
to  digest  the  said  eighty -three  thousand  acres  into  lacb 
number  of  sorts  or  degrees  of  land  not  under  the  num- 
ber of  seven  sorts  and  degrees ;  and  to  rate  and  lax  such 
degrees,  and  digest  the  same  into   schedules  in  writing, 
and  make  returns  thereof  upon  their  oaths  into  the  Feq 
OfBce;  the  form  of  which  said  oath  shall  be,  (viz). 


Form  ofojitb 
to  be  jidininta- 
tered  to  com- 
misBiooerg. 


Corporation 

to  adniiiil<tter 
oatb,  to  pay 
Burvcyor 
and  valticra 
for  their 
trouble. 


J  A.  B.  do  swear  J  that  according  to  the  best  of  my  ikiH 

and  knowledge^  [will  faithftillt/  discharge  (he  trust  ofmr- 
veyingj  sorfi«g,  dividiitgand  rating  of  eight i^* three  ihousatd 
acres,  parcel  of  ninety -Jive  thousand  acres,  within  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fem^  known  by  the  name  of  Bedford  Level, 
according  to  seven  degrees  or  more^  as  I  upon  my  oath  thall 
think  most  equal.  ^M 

The  which  said  oath  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  aod 
conservators,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby 
authorized  to  administer,  and  also  to  allow  unto  the  said 
surveyors,  or  valuers,  such  reasonable  charges  for  their 
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travel  and  pains  therein  as  ihey  shall  think  fit ;  and  after 
tbe  same  are  returned  into  the  said  Fen  Office,  and  there 
publickly  set  up,  which  said  return  is  hereby  enacted  to 
be  made  within  one  month  after  the  survey  taken,  and 
the  several  valuations  by  the  parties  to  that  purpose  by 
this  act  appointed  and  agreed  upon^  tind  all  parties  ag« 
grieved  may  take  their  exceptions  within  thirty  days 
after  the  same  are  set  up  ;  and  within  forty  days  next 
after  such  exceptions  taken,  may  appeal  for  relief  unto 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or  any  five 
or  more  of  them,  for  altering  the  said  schedules  iu  the 
rates  and  values  complained  of,  so  as  the  parties  appeal- 
ing shall  prosecute  the  said  appeal  within  the  said  forty 
daysj  and  not  at  any  time  after :  and  in  case  the  said  go- 
vernor, bailiffs  and  conservators  shall  not,  within  the  said 
forty  days  relieve  the  said  parties  grieved,  or  if  the  said 
parties  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  the  determination  of 
the  said  governor,  bailifis  and  conservators,  that  then 
the  said  parties  may  appeal  unto  Sir  Henry  North,  Ba- 
ronet, Sir  Levinus  Bennet,  Baronet,  Sir  Robert  Brook  of 
Yoxford,  Knight,  Sir  Edmond  Pooley,  Knight,  Henry 
Williams,  Robert  Apreece,  Richard  Nay  lor,  Humphry 
Orme,  Morris  Tresham,  Lawrence  Ox  borough,  Henry 
FaiTcr  junior,  Edward  Barber,  Matthew  Wren,  Thoma^ 
Marsh,  Henry  Fitch,  Doctor  of  Laws,  Thomas  Steward, 
Anthony  Fisher,  Mathias  Tayler,  John  Towers,  Esquires, 
and  Burrage  Martin,  Gent*  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
who  are  hereby  constituted  and  appointed  commissioners 
of  appeal  to  hear  and  determine  soch  complaints,  and  to 
give  relief  therein  as  ihey  shall  see  cause,  and  to  award 
costs  to  either  party  as  they  shall  see  cause,  the  which 
said  costs  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  of 
bis  Majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  wherein 
no  essoign  or  wager  of  law  shall  be  allowed  ;  which  said 
appeals  to  the  commissioners  shall  be  duly  prosecuted 
by  tbe  said  parties  grieved  (vithin  two  months  next  after 


Rcturns  mncte 
in  In  liii"  Fen 
O^cc  to  bt> 
pnbfickly  ml 
up. 


Purtiei  iig- 

grieved  mtiy 
take  exceptions 
ADd  appeal 
to  the  eorponi- 
tion. 


If  parties  are 

wiLli  tfee 
jiidgiTient  of 
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tion» 
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of  appeal. 


who  tLTt  em- 
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Seheiluteji 
with  sUeni- 
lions  made  by 
corpoinlmn, 
or  CO  in  mis  ' 
sloners  of  A\y-^ 
I»€al,  hereby 
confirmed  atid 
tumk  a  mlc 
for  taxing 
83000  acres. 


Corpomtion 
not  to  lax 
otlierivLve 
tbjta  accord  ing 
to  scbedules. 


Ti^OOO  acres, 

residue  of 
•15000  ncres, 
to  be  tflixed  by 
a  mediuii). 


Tax  of  til  10/. 
7*.  If  A  10  be 
set  in  Wbit- 
Bita  Week  next 
oti  83000 
acres,  inrcf^rd- 
ing  to  fire  de- 
grcLii,  onJ2000 
acrc«  At  it.  3d. 
per  acre. 


Sale  to  be  on 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday,  nfler 
firtit  Sundny 
in  April ; 

erer  after  ao» 
cordkg  to  Ibis 
act. 

Sir  M  ilea  San- 
dys the  elder, 
and  Sir  Mi  Let 


the  expiration   of  the   forty  days,  and  not  at  any  Itine 
nfter;  the  which  said   schedliles  with  the   alteraiiotii,  it 
any  shall  be  made  by  the  said  corporation    wherev 
the  parties  shall  rest  satisfied,  or  by  the  detenninalion 
the  said  commissioners  of  appeal,  are  hereby  coo 
and  shall  be  a  constant  rule  and  fouudation  fortherati 
and  taxing  of  the  said  eighty*three  thousand   acrei  fi 
the  future,    for    maintenance   and    preservation  of 
works  made  and  to  be  made  within  or  without  the 
Great  Level  of  the  said  fens ;  and  that  the  said  gorer* 
nor,  bailifTs  and  conservators,  nor  their  successors,  dot 
any  of  them,  shall  ta\'  or    assess  the  said  eigbty-Uiree 
thousand  acres,  otherwise  than  by  and  according  to  the 
said  schedules  to  be  returned  or  confirmed  as  aforesaid; 
and  it  is  declared  iliat  the  said  twelve  thousand  acn 
residue  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  sbull  I 
rated  and  taxed  by  a  medium  towards  all  taxes  bereaft 
to  be  laidj  as  by  the  said  tax  made  the  said  tweotieth 
day  of  June  is  provided,  and  not  otherwise. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  that  a  tax  of  thettU 
sum  of  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  se?efl 
shillings  one  penny  halfpenny,  shall  and  may  be  set  bj 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conservators,  or  any  five 
or  more  of  them»  in  Whitsun  week  next,  upon  the  said 
eighty- three  thousand  acres,  according  to  the  said  gra- 
dual acre-tax  of  five  degrees,  upon  the  said  twelve 
sand  acres,  at  fifteen  pence  per  acre  ;  and  for  non-pa; 
ment  shall  and  may  be  levied  by  sales  on  Wednesdayj 
Thursday  or  Friday  after  the  said  first  Sunday  in  Apnl 
then  next  following ;  and  tliat  from  thenceforth  all  future 
taxes  shall  be  laid  and  imposed  upon  the  said  eighlj* 
three  thousand  acres  by  a  gradual  acre- tax  not  aader 
seven  degrees,  and  twelve  thousand  acres  in  such  maaoer 
and  form  as  by  this  act  is  provided,  and  not  othenfis<f. 
And  whereas  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the  elder,  and  Sir  Miles 
Sandys  the  younger,   were  adventuiers  and  participant! 
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with  Francis  late  Earl  of  Bedford  in  the  said  LeTel,  and  SuidyBthe 
had  an  interest  in  several  shares,  lots  and  proportions  in  Jh^Tth^ 
the  said  Great  Level ;  the  right,  title  and  interest  in  great  5^^^?Sl?i^ 
part  of  which  said  shares  and  lots  were,  as  appears  bj  tmstonSBmiiei 
indenture  bearing  date  the  twelfth  day  of  June  in  the  forpi^evSi' 
first  year  of  his  now  Majesty's  reign,  made  between  Sir  of  dcti^  4c 
Bfiles  Sandys  the  younger  of  the  one  part,  and  Thomas 
Sandys,  Esq.  and  Robert  Sandys,  Clerk,  Humberstone 
Marsh,  Esq.  Samnel  Spaldmg,  Gent.  William  Wolson, 
CleriK,  and  John  Kirk  of  the  second  part,  and  Samnel 
Sandys,  of  Ombersley,  Esq.  on  the  third  part,  settled  in 
several  trustees  therein  named,  in  trust  for  the  payment 
of  all  such  taxes  as  should  be  due  for  or  in  respect  of 
the  said  lands  mentioned  in  the  said  indenture,  and  after 
in  tmst  for  the  securing  of  the  said  Samuel  Sandys,  Esq. 
from  all  such  debts  as  he  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  stood 
engaged  for,  the  proper  debts  of  the  said  Sir  Miles  Sandys 
the  elder,  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the  younger :  since  which 
said  indenture  so  had  and  made,  the  said  Samuel  Sandys 
ihe  elder,  has  paid  great  sums  of  money  for  and  towards 
the  satisfaction  of  the  said  debts  of  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the 
elder  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the  younger,  and  yet  hath 
reaped  no  benefit  by  virtue  of  the  said  deed  or  trust  so 
at  aforesaid  made  for  his  security,  although  by  an  act 
made  by  this  present  parliament,  intituled,  An  Act  for 
settling  the  Draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  cal- 
led Bedford  Level,  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  ought  to  have 
had  a  conveyance  of  the  shares  and  lots  mentioned  in  the 

•aid  indenture :  but  in  regard  the  said  Samuel  Sandys,  bathehAth 

not  been  able 
E«q.  nor  any  in  trust  for  him,  could  procure  any  con-  to  get  any 

veyance,  which  hath  proved  very  prejudicial  to  the  said  Sor2?"^ 

Samnel  Sandys  the  elder. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent 

Majesty,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  com-        .      . 

mons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  Bhares  except 

authority  of  the  same,  that  all  the  said  lots  and  shares  in  cepted. 
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hereby  Tested 
in  tbe  sods  of 
Mid  Samud 
Smidp  dis- 
charged of 
taxe«  t 


iubjcct  to  pay- 
ment of  debts 
According  to 
Ibc  original 
Irust, 


and  in  future 
taxes. 


SaIci  for  non- 
paymeaC  of 
taxes  of  said 
abiiires  ander 
15  Ou-.  2.Qutl 
and  void. 


the  said  indenture  mentioned  (except  only  such  lands 
the  said  half  share  as   were   really  told   by   Sir    Mi 
Sandys  the  elder,  or  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the  younger, 
full  and  valuable  considerations,  and  such  of  the  sa 
two  shares  which  have  been  sold  for  the  payment  of  taji 
or  debts  in  pursuance  of  the  said  indenture  by  the  sa 
Sir  Miles  Sandys  and  the  trustees,  parties  to  the  said  it 
denture)  are  hereby  vested  and  settled  in  Samuel  Sand] 
the  younger,  Esq.  and  Bdwin  Sandys,  Geot.  sons  of  the 
said  Samuel  Sandys  the  elder,  their  heirs  and   assign 
freed  and  discharged  from  all  manner,  of  taxes  whatsoei 
to  the  time  of  the  passing  this  act ;  and  by  the  authori^ 
aforesaid,  the  freehold  and  inherilance  of  the  said  Id 
and  shares  aforesaid,  except  before  excepted,  shall 
deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  in  the  said  Samuel  SaadJ 
ihe  younger  and  Edwin  Sandys,  their  heirs  and  succti 
sors  for  ever;  nevertheless  the  said  shares  and  lots,  hefj 
by  vested,   bhall  be  liable  to  the   payment  of  the  deb 
aforesaid,  and  to  all  powers  and  jurisdictioas,   togetb 
with  the  residue  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  ac 
as  the  same  are  subject  and  liable  by  the  said  recited  aeT 
for  the  future^  and  of  all  such  taxes  and  penalties  as  sba 
be  hereafter  assessed  or  laid  for  the  preservation  of 
said  Great  Level,  in  such  sort  and  manner  as  the  eigbtj 
three  thousand  acres,   parcel  of  the  ninety-five  titou^au 
acres^  shall  be  assessed  and  ta^^ed  ;  any  law,  statute, 
thing  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstandiDg. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  declared 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  and  ev^y* 
the  sale  or  sales  made,  agreed  or  contracted  for,  for  ooa- 
payment  of  taxes  of  any  of  the  lands  of  the  said  Sir  Miles 
Sandys  the  elder  or  Sir  M  iles  Sandys  tbe  younger,  or  ihesaid 
Samuel  Sandys  the  elder,  Esq*  by  tbe  governors,  bailifff, 
and  conservators,  constituted  and  elected  by  authority  of 
an  act  of  this  present  parliament,  intituled.  An  Act  for 
settling  the  Draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fcnscal- 
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led  Bedford  Level,  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
by  virtue  or  colour  of  the  said  act^  is^  are  and  shall  be 
nail  and  void ;  and  that  the  said  lands  sold  by  the  said 
goviemors,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  (except  before  ex- 
cepted) are  and  shall  be  vested  in  and  settled  by  this 
present  act  in  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  the  younger,  and 
Edwin  Sandys,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  freed  and  dis- 
charged  of  and  from  all  taxes  laid  by  the  said  governors, 
bailiffs,  and  conservators ;  any  thing  in  the  said  recited 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  to  the  end  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  and  Edwin  The  Som  of 
Sandys  may  have  the  effect  and  benefit  hereby  intended  el  Sandys  to  be 
them  ;  and  that  the  occupiers  and  possessors  of  the  said  ^^'^ij^f^ 
•hares  and  lots,  vested  in  them  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  a  precept  on- 
and  Edwin  Sandys  as  aforesaid,  may  not,  by  their  con-  ri^n^wd. 
tinning  in  posssession  and  neglect  of  paying  the  taxes 
hereafter  to  be  imposed  on  the  said  shares  and  lots,  or 
any  part  of  them,  cause  the  same  to  be  forfeited  and  sold 
for  non-payment  of  the  respective  taxes  that  shall  be- 
come due  for  the  same ;  Be  it  therefore  hereby  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  case  any  oc- 
copiet  or  possessor  of  any  the  said  shares  or  lots  in  the 
said  deed  of  trust  mentioned  as  aforesaid,  or  of  any  part 
of  them,  pretending  to  claim  under  the  said  deed  of  trust 
or  otherwise,  that  shall  refuse  to  deliver  or  yield  up  the 
possession  of  such  part  of  the  said  shares  or  lots  to  them 
the  said  Samuel  Sandys  and  Edwin  Sandys,  or  their  as- 
signees, and  shall  not  duly  pay  the  taxes  hereafter  to  be 
imposed  on  the  same  before  our  Ladyday  one  thousand 
six  hundred  seventy-one.  That  then  the  serjeant-at-mace 
for  the  time  being,  attending  the  said  corporation,  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  by  precept  under  the 
seal  of  the  corporation  of  the  said  Great  Level  (who  are 
hereby  required  to  grant  and  issue  out  the  same)  in  the 
natnre  of  a  writ  of  Haberefacias  possessionem  at  the  com- 
mon law,  to  deliver  unto,  and  put  them  the  said  Samuel 
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who  may  miv 
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Sandys  and  Edwin  Sandys,  ihelr  beirs  or  assigns,  tti  the 
quiet  and  peaceable  possession  oT  such  sliares  and  loU. 
or  an}*  part  of  Lheui ;  and  all  and  every  such  occupier  or 
occnpierSj  possessor  or  possessors  thereof,  oflF  and  from 
the  same  to  eject,  expel  and  amove;  they  the  said  Sam- 
nel  Sandys  and  Edwin  Sandys,  upon  reasonable  Doiice, 
first  paying  or  tendering  such  taxes  as  shall  become  due 
for  the  Fame  from  the  time  of  the  passing  this  acl^  ooe 
month  before  the  next  day  of  sale  for  oon -payment  of 
such  taxes  hereafter  to  be  imposed;  which  said  Samue 
Sandys  and  Edwin  Sandys,  and  their  heirs,  are  tkefeupoa 
hereby  actually  vested  in  the  same* 

And  whereas  the  said  several  shares  and  lots  of  the  said 
ninety- five  thousand  acres,  hereinbefore  vested  and  settled 
in  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  the  younger,  and  Edirin 
Sandys,  and  their  heirs  as  aforesaid,  ought  lo  have  been 
conveyed  unto  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  the  Elder,  or  his 
trustees,  by  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  consenratois 
of  the  said  corporation,  by  virtue  of  the  said  before* 
mentioned  act^  as  in  and  by  the  s^me  they  were  required 
and  directed^  which  they  refuse  to  do,  w  licreby  the  rettls^ 
issues,  and  profits  thereof  have  Dot  becm  paid  to  Mr 
could  be  received  by  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  the  EUdeTi 
or  his  trustees,  or  by  any  other,  by,  to,  or  for  his  or  ibdr 
use;  Re  it  therefore  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  ttttibo' 
rity  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Samuel  Sandys,  and  Edwh 
Sandys,  shall  and  are  hereby  in  titled  to  the  said  reoU, 
issues,  and  profits  of  the  said  shases  and  lots  sioce  Ik 
passing  of  the  said  recited  act,  which  have  not  really 
been  paid  to  the  said  corporation  for  taxes,  or  to  ike 
said  Samuel  Sandys  the  Elder,  and  the  oodipiefi  aod 
possessors  thereof  arc  hereby  appointed  to  pay  the  9am 
accordingly  ;  and  in  default  of  payment  thereof,  or  of 
any  part  thereof,  they  the  said  Samuel  Sandys  and  Ed- 
win Sandys  are  hereby  authorized  and  impouered  to  sue 
for,  and  by  virtue  of  this  act  stall  recover  the  same ? 
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'wherein  no  essoign,  protection,  or  wager  of  law  shall  be 
allowed,  and  shall  likewise  have  their  costs  of  suit  ex-  r 

pended  therein ;  any  thing  herein  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  anywise  notwithstanding- 
Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  after  the  said  The  Sods  of 
Edwin  and  Samuel  Sandys  shall  bav^  recovered  and  re-  ^ndys'to  ^ 

ceived  satisfaction  for  the  mean  profits,  or  any  part  of  «"«»«  of 
i_  I         1  1  1     .    V    .  1  1     11  taxes  in  pro- 

ioem  :  that  then  they,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  pay  portion  to  renu 

so  much  of  the  said  arrears  of  the  said,  gradual  acre-tax^  receifed. 

imposed  upon  the  said  respective  fands,  proportionably 

to  what  they  shall  receive  and  no  more. 

Provided  always,,  and  be  it  enacted  b;  lbs  authority  Partsoftke 

afcnresaid.  That  whereas  several  parcels  of  the  said  ninety-  H^^^y^^ 

five  thousand   acres  ought  to  have  been  conveyed  to  to  Lord  Cui- 

Thomas  Lord  Culpepper  od  his  trustees,,  by  the  said  go-  traitees,  to  be 

venier,  bailiffs  and  conservators  of  the  said-  corporation,  ^JI^J his'tm- 

bj  virtue  of  the  said  before  recited  act,,  as  in  and  by  the  ^««  V*  recover 

'  rf  rents  in  arretf* 

same  they  were  required  and  directed,, which,  they  delayed 

lo  do^  whereby  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof  have 
bot  been  paid  to  nor  could  be  received  by  the  said 
Thomas  Lord  Culpepper  or  his  trustees,,  that  the  said 
Thomas  Lord  Culpepper,  and  his  trustees^  shall  and  are 
hereby  intituled  to  the  said  rents,  issues  and  profits  of 
ihe  said  parcels,  since  the  passing  of  the  said  recited  act, 
which  have  not  been  really  paid  to  the  corporation  for 
taxes,  or  to  him  or  them  ;  and  the  occupiers  and  posses- 
sors thereof  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  same  accord- 
iogfy ;  and  in  default  of  payment  thereof,  or  any  part 
thereof,  he  the  said  Thomas  Lord  Culpepper,  and  his 
trustees,  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  sue  for, 
and  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  recover  the  same,  wherein 
no-essoign,  protection,  or  wager  of  law  shall  be  allowed, 
and  shall  likewise  have  their  oosts  of  suit  expended 
therein ;  any  thing  to  the  contrary  ^hereof  in  anywise 
notwithstanding. 


486  APPKNDIX. 


THE 

SURVEY 

OP   THE 

EIGHTY-THREE  THOUSAND  ACRES, 

Parcel  of  Ninety-five  Thousand  Acres  within  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level,  retnmed  into 
the  Fen  Office,  sorted  into  eleven  several  Degrees  bj 
Edward  Partheriche,  Samuel  Fortrey,  Richard  Har- 
riot, John  Mingay,  and  Anthony  Hammond,  Esquires, 
Marke  Le  Pla,  and  John  Bridgman,  Gentlemen,  Pe^ 
sons  constituted  and  appointed  by  an  act  of  this  pre- 
sent Parliament,  intituled,  '^  An  Act  for  the  taxing  and 
assessing  of  the  Lands  of  the  Adventurers  withm  tlie 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  for  surveying,  sorting,  di- 
viding and  rating  the  same/' 

Set  up  in  the  Office  the  tenth  of  October  l668,b70fdff 
of  the  ninth  of  September  last. 


THE  FIRST  LOT. 


N.  B.— The  letters  S.  M.  and  N,  mean  the  South  Level,  the  Bfiddle  Lcnif 
and  the  North  Lerel. 

1  Haddenham  Common,  A.  -     100    0    0    5s 

2  Botsham  High  Fen,  ^^  ^ 
one  hundred  forty  J  M'-^'^'^®  1^0    0    0    6s 


vuc  uuuurt:u  iuri>y^  %  ' 

acres,  -        .  [  Dr.Denton  J  70    0    0    7   5 


Carried  ap    240    0    0 


APPKNDIX.  487 


<       X 

Brought  op  240    0    0 

3  Solton  Meadlands,   next  to  Mid- 

dle-moor -  -  ISl     0    0    6     M 

4  Westmoor,     north    of    Bedford 

river  -  -    A.  400    0    0    3     m 

5  Covcny  Severals  -    A.    73    0    0    3     s 

6  Helgay  Common  by  Capt.  Skip- 

with'sBank  -  -  318    0    0    4     s 

7  Townmoor,     Arkenstall,    Unley 

Severals,  Eastmoor,  Little  Shel, 
and  Thompson's  Fen  in  Laking- 
heath,  and  two  Sedge  Fens^  and 
Coplowe  Fen  in  Mildenhall   A.  200    0    0    2s 

8  Whelpmoor,     Lowell  moor,     and 

Spains  Delph 

9  Stnntney  Common 

10  Stontney  Farm 

1 1  Stnntney  Small  Severals 
1«  PartofThomey 

13  One  several  in  Woodwalton 

14  Grunty  Fen 

15  Bezeling  in  Doddington 

16  Creek   Fen   in   Doddington, 

next  towards  March 

17  Stoney  Fen  and  Block  Common, 

A.  500    0    0    4    M 

18  Somersham   Common,    A.    next 

Croylode  -  -  300    0    0    5     m 

19  Great  Bradney  Moor,  A.  several 

in  Doddington  -  -  1 62    2    0    4     m 

£0  Severals  in  Doddington  -    32    2    0    4    m 

£1  Hale  Fen  Common   and  Sedge 

Fen,  a  several  by  Welney,  next 

to  Welney  -  A.  200    0    0    2    s 

Carried  over   3860    0    0 


A.  478 

0 

0 

4 

s 

-  sa 

0 

0 

4 

s 

-  22 

0 

0 

4 

s 

-  12 

0 

0 

4 

s 

-  100 

0 

0 

S 

N 

-  15 

0 

0 

4 

M 

A.  100 

0 

0 

3 

S 

-  344 

0 

0 

3 

M 

A. 

-  200 

0 

0 

3 

M 
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Broogbi  over  3860 

22  Severals  of  Well  and  Welney       «    40 

23  Westmoor  Norths  D.  the  fourth 

piece  from  Welney 

24  Westmoor  South,   P.,  the  sixth 

piece  from  Welney 


0 
0 


& 
0 
0 


4000    O    0 


I 


50    0     0    3    N 


50    0    O    2    9 


450 
11167 


Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  First  J1354 


liOt. 


758 

201 

70 


0  Q  2 

0  0  3 

0  0  4 

0  0  5 

0  0  6 

0  0  7 


THE  SECOND  LOT. 


B,  100 

0 

0 

5 

s 

-  272 

0 

0 

5 

M 

B.  400 

0 

0 

3 

M 

B.    7a 

0 

0 

3 

S 

1  Haddenham  Common 

2  Sutton  in  North  Fen 

3  Westmore  North 

4  Coveney  Severals 

5  Methwold  Common  and  Feltwell 

North  Fen        -  A.  400     0    0     I    s 

6  Townmoor  in  Lakeingheath,  8cc« 

B,  200    O    0    1    s 

7  Welpemoor,  &c.  -  B.  46l     0    0    4    s 


Carried  up  1906    0    0 


APPBNBU* 

I  1 1  H 

^  s  &  &  ^ 

Bcoughl  up  1906  0  o 

8  LadoB  Fen^  next  unto  Creek  Fea  115  Q  0    4    m 

9  BoUbam,  Qai,  and  ]>itton  Inter- 

common^    A.>   next  Botaham 

Lode  -  -  -  100  0  0     1     s 

10  Langwood  Fen  in  Cbamease    A.  300  0  0    4m 

11  CieekFeainDoddington         B.  £60  O  0    S    m 

12  Stoney  and  Blofen  Common     B.  400^  0  0    4m 

13  Somersham  Common       -        B.  300  0  0    4m 

14  Severals  in  March  -  -    68  O  O    4    m 

15  Upwood  FeQj  lying  next  towards 

Ramsey  -  -  451  0  0    9m 

16  Westmoor,  M.  the  twelfth  piece 
fromWelney  -  •    50  O  O    3    m 

17  WesUpoor  Soutb^  A.,  the  twenti- 

eth Piece  from  Welney  -    50  0  O    £    s 

4000  0  O 


4a» 


Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Se- 
cond Lot. 


^700  O  O  1 

501  0  O  £ 

783  0  O  S 

1644  0  0  4 

379  O  O  5 


THE  THIRD  LOT. 


1   Isleham  Common  •  -125    009s 

Nearest  the  River    -  -  195    0    0    3     s 

9  Middleditch  Fen  in  WiveliDgham    77     I    0  tl     s 


Carried  over  397     1     0 
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it 


& 


Brohght  over  S27  1  O 

3  Great  Shelford  in  Wivelingham      Id  3  O  11    i 

4  Saiton^   the  remainder  of  North 

Feo,  and  the  Middle  next  to- 
wards Chartresse  Fens,  and  six 
acres   twenty-six    percheil    in 

West  Fen  adjoining                -    3d  0  0    4    m 

5  Westmobir  North            -          C.  200  0  O    3    m 

6  Westmoor  South           -            A.  200  O  0    2    § 

7  Ramsey  Severals             -         A.     73  O  O    5    m 

8  Methwold  Common,  &c.        -  B;  400  0  O    1    s 

9  Townmobr,  8cc.          -            -  C.  200  O  0    1  •  s 

10  Brandon  Commons          -            •  350  0  0    3$ 

11  North  Clouds,  A.,  Common  of 

Lakeinghealh            -             A.    58  2  0    4    s 

12  Severals  of  Lakingheath            A.    52  2  0    3    s 

13  LadusFen                 •                B.  115  0  0    4    m 

14  Grunty  Fen            •            -      B.  100  0  0    3    s 

15  Langwood  Fen             '^             B.  300  0  0    4    m 

16  Wbitemoor  in  Boddington^  A., 

the  Parcel    of   three  hundred 

acres  diked  out            -            -  300  O  O    4    m 

17  Stoney  and  Blockfen  Common,  C.  400  O  0    4    m 

18  Eusimoor,  Well,  Pingle  and  Far- 

mei^s  Fen               -               A.  500  O  0    3    m 

19  Conington  Severals^  A.,  in  the 

Greater  Fen               -              -  200  0  0    4    m 

20  Well  and  Welney  Severals          -    79  O  O    5    m 

21  Westmoor  North,   N.,  the  thir- 

teenth piece  from  Welney        -.   50  O  0    3    M 

22  Westmoor  South,  S.,   the  third 

piece  from  Welney  -                -    50  O  0    2    § 

4000  0  0 


APPRNDIX. 

i 

1 

J 

^ 

1 

< 

s 

£ 

X 

^ 

f600 

0 

0 

1 

S75 

0 

0 

s 

Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Third  Il277 

2 

0 

3 

Lot.                          \l605 

e 

0 

4 

152 

0 

0 

5 

I    90 

0 

0 

11 

THE  FOURTH  LOT. 

1  Haddenham  Common               C.  100 

0 

0 

5 

s 

2  Barway  Middle    and  Fordey  in 

Soham            -                -          -  231 

0 

0 

7 

s 

3  Honey  Fen  in  Chartresse             -    40 

0 

0 

5 

M 

4  Westmoor  South           -            B.  400 

0 

0 

2 

s 

5  Ramsey  Severals            -           B.     74 

0 

0 

5 

M 

6  Methwold  Common,  &c.           C.  400 

0 

0 

1 

S 

7  Townmoor,  8ic.            •              D.  200 

0 

0 

1 

s 

8  Whelpmoor,  &c.              -         C.  461 

0 

0 

4 

s 

9  Sir    Miles     Sandys'     imbanked 

Ground                 -                 B.  115 

0 

0 

3 

s 

10  Grunty  Fen               -                 C.  126 

0 

0 

3 

s 

11  Wendy  Fen  in  Chartres               -  300 

0 

0 

4 

M 

12  Whitemoor    in    Doddington,  B. 

next  to  the  three  hundred  acres 

diked  out                   -                -  400 

0 

0 

4 

Iff 

13  Eusimoor,  &c.               -            C.  548 

0 

0 

3 

Iff 

14  Somersham            -            -       C.  300 

0 

0 

4 

M 

15  Feltwell  Severals          -            D.     80 

0 

0 

2 

S 

16  Caldecott  Severals           -            -    56 

0 

0 

8 

M 

17  Mr.  Tyrrell's  Ground   by  Priest 

Houses,  twenty-four  acres  and 

three  acres 

-    27 

0 

0 

3 

S 
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Carried  over  3858    0    0 


492 


AmBNOUi. 


£ 


Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Fouvtb 
Lot. 


4000 

0 

0 

ffloo 

0 

0 

i586 

O 

o 

sas 

0 

0- 

kV503 

0 

0 

i 


Brongbt  over  3858  0  0 

18  Severals  of  Doddington  -    42  O  0    4    m 

19  WesUiioor  Noilh,    E^  Hm  fiftk 

Piece  from  Welney  -  -    50  O  0    3    m 

^0  WestiBoor  South,  K.  the  eleventh 

Piece  fro»  Welney         -        -    50  0  0    2    i 


THE  FIFTH  LOT. 


1  Hflddenham  Comsion      -        D.    78  0 

2  SUreatham  Common            -        -  172  2 

3  Sutton,  South  of  Bedford  River, 

next  to  the  Fens  of  Haddea- 

ham  and  Wentworth               -  120  2 

4  Westmoor  South            -            C:  400  0 

5  Berry  Mow  Fen           -                -    45  0 

6  Ramsey  Several*           -            D.      8  0 

7  Wicham  CommoUj^  ten  acres,  and 

severals^  A.,  four  acres,  in  all  -     14  0 

8  Chartresse  Severals          -            -      5  0 

9  Dereham  Commons        -             -  200  0 
10  Lakeingheath«Townmoor,&c.  E.  200  0 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 


Caxxkdup  124S    0    0 
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22       ^      JS      S     ^ 

<  K        fti        (fi       M 


Brought  up  1243    0    0 

1 1  Whelpnoor^  &c.  -  D.  661     0    0    5 

12  Koight's  Fen   ia  Hockwold  and 

Redmore  Grounds         -  -111002 

13  Throckenholt  by  Clowescross,  A. 

next  Clowescross     -  -      5 

14  Grunty  Fen  -  D.  100 

15  Northwold  Common,  A.,  next  to 

Stoake  Bridge  -  -  200 

16  Westfen  and  Westfen  Close        -  483 

17  Whitemoor,  C,  next  unto  Wis- 

bich  Fen  -  -  300 

18  Somersham  Common    -  D.  300 

19  Middlemoor  in  Ramsey  A.  400 

20  Conington  Severals      -  B,    81 

21  Severals  of  Well  and  Welney       -     l6 

22  Westmoor  North,  G.,  the  seventh 

Piece  from  Welney  -    50    0    O    3     m 

23  Westmoor  South,  R.,  the  fourth 

Piece  from  Welney      -  -    50    0    0    2     s 


0 

0 

6 

N 

0 

0 

4 

S 

0 

0 

s 

8 

0 

0 

3 

M 

0 

0 

5 

M 

0 

0 

4 

M 

0 

0 

4 

M 

0 

0 

3 

M 

0 

0 

6 

H 

Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Fifth 
LoL 


4000 

0 

0 

(•561 

0 

0 

2 

1214 

0 

0 

s 

800 

0 

0 

4 

1412 

0 

0 

5 

6 

0 

0 

6 

8 

0 

0 

7 

■^401 

n 

^^^^^^^B 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

J 

Brought  over  3858 

0 

0 

18  Severals  of  Dot!  ding  ton 

-     42 

0 

0 

4 

M 

19 

Westmoor   North,    E,,   the 

fifth 

Piece  fifoni  VVeJ«ey 

-     50 

0 

0 

3 

If 

^0 

Westmoor  South,  K,  the  eleventh 

Piece  from  Weloey 

■ 

50 

0 

0 

2 

i 

s 

■ 

4000 

0 

0 

^60U 

0 

0 

58G 

Q 

0 

2 

Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Fourlh 

BdS 

0 

0 

s 

Lot- 

U503 

0 

0 

314 

0 

0 

2B1 

a 

0 

_ 

THE  FUTH 

LOT, 

1 

I 

HaddeDbdui  Common 

D.    78 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Strealhatn  Common 

-  172 

2 

0 

1 

3 

Sutton,  South  of  Bedford  R 

iver, 

^^ 

^^ 

next  to  the  Fens  of  Hadden- 

( 

i 

^H 

ham  and  Wentworth 

-   120 

2 

0 

1 

^H 

4 

Westmoor  South 

C.  400 

0 

0 

T 

^^B 

5 

Berry  Mow  Fen 

-     45 

0 

0 

i^M 

6 

Ramsey  Severalt 

D.       8 

0 

0 

^^H 

7 

Wicham  Common,  ten  acres, 
severals,  A*,  four  acres,  in 

and 

all  -     H 

fl 

8 

Chartrcsse  Severals 

.       5 

^H 

9 

Dereham  Commons 

- 

^1 

10 

Lakeingheath,  Towomoor,  t 

fa 

J 

I 

I 

I 

ATPBinsn.  '493 


^      $    iS    S    :; 

<     S    X    &    2 


Brought  up  1243    0    0 

11  Whe)pHioor»&c.  -  D.  661    0    0    5 

12  Knight's  Fen   in  Hock  wold  and 

Redmore  Grounds  -  -111002 

13  Throckenholt  by  Clowescross,  A. 

next  Clowescross     -  -      5 

14  Grunty  Fen  -  D.  100 

15  North  wold  Common,  A.,  next  to 

Stoake  Bridge  -  -  200 

16  Westfen  and  Westfen  Close        -  4B3 

17  Whitemoor,  C,  next  unto  Wis- 

bich  Fen  -  -  300 

18  Somersham  Common    -  D.  300 

19  Middlemoor  in  Ramsey  A.  400 

20  Conington  Severals      -  B,    81 

21  Severals  of  Well  and  Welney       -     l6 

22  Westmoor  North,  G.,  the  seventh 

Piece  from  Welney  -    50    0    O    3     m 

23  Westmoor  South,  R.,  the  fourth 

Piece  from  Welney      -  -    50    0    0    2     s 


0 

0 

6 

N 

0 

0 

4 

8 

0 

0 

s 

S 

0 

0 

5 

M 

0 

0 

5 

M 

0 

0 

4 

M 

0 

0 

4 

M 

0 

0 

S 

M 

0 

0 

5 

M 

Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Fifth 
LoL 


4000 

0 

0 

rsGl 

0 

0 

2 

iei4 

0 

0 

s 

800 

0 

0 

4 

1412 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

0 

6 

8 

0 

0 

7 
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THE  SIXTH  LOT. 


II 


< 

1  Isleham  Common  -  6.  125    0    0    2    s 

Nearest  the  River        -  -  125    O    0    3    s 

2  Clattocks  or  Langridge  in  Wive- 

lingham  -  -  53  0  O  11    s 

3  Babishume  in  Wivelingham        -  13  3  0  11    s 

4  Upware  Farm  in  Wicken  -  5  0  0  11s 

5  Lamas  Grounds  in  Wicken,  near 

Upware  Farm  -  ^    83     1     0    5    s 

6  Sutton  Meadlandsy  next  unto  the 

grounds  mentioned  in  the  first 
Lot  - 

7  Westmoor  South 

8  Mepall  Severals 

9  Methwold,  &c. 

10  Townmoor,  &c. 

1 1  Whelpmoor,  &c. 
Id  Ladus  Fen 
18  Wereham,  Wretton,  and  Stoake 

Common,  next  towards  Stoake  336    0    0    2s 

14  Curffe  and  Gore  in   Chartresse, 

next  Chartresse  A.  200    0    0    4m 

15  Dikeamoor  next  Westwater        -  156    0     0    3m 

16  Horsemoor  in  Doddinglon,A.#  ex- 

changed for  the  like  quantity 
in  Bezeling  Fen  by  the  Com- 
missioners, Jying  next  Rough 
Westmoor  in  Chartresse  -  200    0    0    3m 

17  Eusimoor,  &c.  -  -  B.  500     0    0    3    m 

18  Hale  Fen    and    Sedge   Fen    by 

Welney  -  B.  200    0    0    2    s 

Carried  up  3611     0    0 


-  25 

0 

0 

6 

H 

D.  400 

O 

0 

2 

8 

A.  73 

0 

0 

4 

K 

D.  400 

0 

0 

1 

S 

F.  200 

0 

0 

2 

8 

£.  461 

0 

0 

2 

8 

-  C.  115 

0 

0 

4 

H 
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405 


I 


I 

0 
0 


Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Sixth 
-  Lot. 


I 


Brought  up  3611  0 

19  SeveralsofWell  and  Welney,  B.  289  0    0    5m 

20  Westmoor  North,  C,   the  third 

Piece  from  Welney                  -    50  0    0    3    m 
81  Westmoor  South,  H.,  the  thir- 
teenth Piece  from  Welney       -    50  p    0    2    s 


4000 

0 

0 

'400 

0 

0 

1 

1772 

0 

0 

2 

lOSl 

0 

0 

3 

388 

0 

0 

4 

3ie 

1 

0 

5 

25 

0 

0 

6 

71 

3 

0 

11 

V. 


THE  SEVENTH  LOT. 


1  Isleham  Common  *        C.  115 

Nearest  the  River  -        -  1 15 

2  Wilberton  Commons  and  Severals  124 

3  Rampton  Commons  -        -     16 

4  Westmoor  South  -           E.  400 

5  Mepall  Severals  -         B.    75 

6  Methwold,  &c.  -              E.  400 


7  Townmoor,  8ic. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
G.  200    0 


2 
3 


9    s 

8     s 

2 

4 

1 
2 


s 

M 

S 

s 


Carried  over    1445    0    0 


4^  APMNDIX. 

.      I    I  2  I  J 

Brcmglit  over  1445    0    0 

8  Feltwell    Stolh  Fen    and  Mov 

Fen  -  -  A.  161    0    0    d    s 

9  MildenhalL  Burnt  Fen,  Ely  Shell 

and  Shippey,  A.,  300  acres      -  150    0    0    3s 
Next  Shippey  -  -  150    0    O    4    s 

10  Sir     Miles    Sandys'     imbanked 

Ground,  C,  next  Crouchmoor    115    0    O    3    s 

1 1  Sir  Henry  Willonghby's  Severals 

in  Souther}^  west  of  the  river 

Oase  -  -  -    76    0    0    4    s 

12  Cuffe  and  Gore  in  Chartresse,  B. 

next  Doddington  -  200    0    O    4    m 

13  Dikeamoor  in  Doddington        A.  200    0    O    3     m 

14  Horsemoor,    B^      two^  hundred 

acres,  whereof  exchanged  eigh- 
ty-two acres  for  eighty-two 
acres  in  Bezeling,  by  the  Com- 
missioners -  -  200    0    0    3    M 

15  Hale  Fen  and  Sedge  Fen  by  Wel- 

ney,  C.»  next  uuto  the  remain- 
ing part  of  Sedge  Fen  -  195    0    0    2s 

16  Eusimoor,  &c.  -  D.  500    0    O    3    m 

17  Middlemoor  in  Ramsey  B.  400    0    0     3    M 

18  Sir  Oliver  Cromwell's  Severals  in 

Ramsey  -  A.  108    0    0    4    m 

19  Westmoor  North,  K.,  the  tenth 

Piece  from  Welney  -    50    0    0    3    m 

20  Westmoor  Souths  O.,  the  seventh 

Piece  from  Welney  -     50    0    0    2    s 

4000    0    0 
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"S 

Roodi. 
Poles. 
Sorts. 

'400 

0     0      1 

ll£l 

0     0     2 

Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Seventh 

1730 

0     0     9 

Lot.                          {  609 

0     0     4 

16 

0     0     8 

124 

0     0     9 

■ 
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THE  EIGHTH  LOT. 

1  Swaff ham  High  Fen    -            A.  £00  0  0  3  s 

fi  Haddenham  Severals,  138  acres, 

Mr.  Forlrey              -              -    99  3  32  6  s 

Mr.  Read               -                -    38  0  8  11  s 

3  Sutton,  south  of  Bedford  River  -    32  0  0  5  s 

4  Byall  Fen            -            -         A.  400  0  0  4  m 

5  Mepall  Commons               -        -    53  0  0  4  m 

6  Severals  of  I^epall .      -            C.    22  0  0  4  s 

7  Helgay  and  Southrey  Common  A.  300  0  0  3s 
'  8  Lakeingheath,  &c.        -            H.  200  0  0  1  s 

9  Mildenhall,  &c.  B.  three  hun-'^ 

11 5U  U  U  2  S 

dred  acres                  -            "  >  ,50  0  0  3  . 
Nearest  the  river            -          -J 

10  Feltwell   South    Fen    and  Mow 

Fen            -                -            B.  261  0  0  2  s 

11  Knight's     Fen     and      Redmoor 

Grounds  -  -B.  1150028 

12  Botsham,  Horningsey,  8ic.        B.  100  0  0  1  s 
15  Northwold  Common,  by  Stoake, 

north  of  Wissey            -           -     29  0  O  7  s 


Carried  over  2150    0    0 
2   K 


40B 
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Brought  over  2150 

14  Lang^wood  Fen  in  Chartresse    C.  320 

15  WestFea  aadW^at  Fen  Close,  B.  525 

16  Middlemoor  -  C.  400 

17  Poolings  in  Hockwold  -  100 

18  S^;  John  Watt's  Grounds  in  Lon«^ 

doners'  Fen 

19  Several  of  Doddington 

20  Hen  Middle,  in  Londoners^  Pen  - 

21  Westmoor  North,  O.,  the  four- 

teenth Piece  from  Welney 

22  Westmoreland    South,    C,    the 

eighteenth  Piece  from  Welney 


352 
42 
10 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 
3 
0 


& 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
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4 
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4 

4 
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8 
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U 

u 


-    50    0    0    3    M 


50    0    0    £    t 


400D    0    0 


Quantity    of    each    Sort  in    the 
Eighith  Lot. 
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THE  NINTH  LOT. 


8 


<    s  &  &  :!i 

1  Denver  Fen,  south  of    Bedford 

River  -  -  -124    007s 

£  Mr.  Wendj's  Ground  in  Cha#t- 

re«e              -                              .  234    0  0    «    m 

5  Widdov/s  Severals  in  Mepal       -      8    0  0    4     8 

4  Br^uu  Farm  bjr  Ely     .               -      4    0  0  11     s 

5  Westoioor  South           -            F.  200    0  0    2     s 

6  Byall  Fen                 -                 B.  200    0  0    4     m 

7  Coveney  Severals            -          B.     76    0  0    3     s 

8  Helgay     and     Southery     Com- 

mon               -                .        B.  300    0  0    3 

9  MiMenhaH^  &c./ C,  300  acres    -  160    0  0    2     s 
Netrest  the  River            -           *  160    0  O    3f    s 

10  Townmooly  &e.             -           I.  200    0  0     l     s 

11  A  Sevdtil  in  Lakeingheatb,  by 

Crbstf  Water            -                -      8     0  0    3     s 

12  Hockwold    and   Wilton     Com- 

mon          -                -            A.  253    0  0 

IS  LadusFen                 -                D.  116    0  0 

14  Read's  Fen  in  Helgay    -            -  360    0  0 

15  Swaff  bam  Sedge  Fen^  ISOaeHes; 

part  of  High  Fen,  five  acres ; 

part  of  Croyle  four  acres         -  189    0  0 

16  WestFen  and  West  Fen  Close,  C.  500    0  0 

17  Warboys  Fen,  Wistow  Fen,  Ram- 

say Eastmoor,  and  Pulver  Fen, 
and  Turfe  Fen  itt  Doddington, 

A.  500-  0  0    4     M 

18  BentoB^  Common             -            -  150    0  0    4m 


2 

s 

4 

M 

3 

S 

1 

s 

3 

M 

Carried  over  3726    0    O 
2  K  2 
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Brought.  OTer  37d0    0    O 

19  Knobballs  in  Wclney,  south  of 

Bedford  River  -  -     19    0    0    2    & 

20  Common  Piece  in  Welnej  -  134    0     O     1     » 

21  Loveokes^  a  Several  adjoining  to 

Common  Piece  -  -    21     0    O    2    s 

22  Westmoor  Norths  T.,  the  ninth 

Piece  from  "^elney      -  -    50    O    0    5    m 

29  Westmoor  South,  T.,  the  second 

Piece  from  Welney  -  .  50    O    0-2    t 


4000    0    O 


!52d.  O  O.   f 

U9S    O  0.^ 

144a    O  O.S 

.479    O  0.4 
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234.0    O    6 

124    OCX 

4    O    O  11 


THE  TENTH  LOT. 


1  Denver  Fen,  north   of    Bedford 

River  -  -  -  256    0    O    8    tf 

2  Se verals  of  Denver,  by  the  grounds 

of  Well         -  -  -.4009ii 

S  Sir  Henry  Willoughby's  Several, 

in  Southery,  East  ofOuse        -    76    0    0    8   » 


Carried  over  336    0    0 
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^  i  &  &  Si 

Brought  over  336  0    0 
4  Lammas    Grounds    in    Wicken, 

next  to  High  Fen     -  -21005s 

^  Mr.  Barrow's  imbanked   ground 

in  Wicken  -  -       7  0    0    3     s 

€  Stacks    in  Wivelingham,    seven 

acres  -  -  -7007fi 

7  Crojle  in  SwafFham,  A.,  next  to 

the  Hard  Lands       -  -  200  0    0    2s 

8  Burwell  Common  -  A.  247  0    0    2     b 

9  Sir  Edward  Peyton's  Sedge  Seve- 

rals  in  Wicken  -  -14002s 

10  Rowey  in  Somersham  -     11  0    0    6     m 

11  Helgay  and  Southery  Common  C.  300  0    0    3s 

12  Townmoor,  8cc.            -             K.  200  O    0     1     s 
Id  Mildenhall,  &.C.,  D.,  300  acres     -  150  0    O    2     s 

Near  the  River  -  -150  003s 

14  Hockwold  and  Wilton  Common  B.  222  0    0     1s 

15  Littleport  Severals  -  -41004s 

16  Mr.     Gibbon's    Ground^     called 

Warners,  A.,  next  Redmoors  -  115  0    0     3     s 

17  Botsham,  Horningsey,  &c.         C.  100  0    0     1s 

18  Northwold  Common  -         B.  200  0    0     3s 

19  Normoor  in  Cartresse,  A.,  next  to 

Honey  -  -         -  400  0    0    4m 

20  Warboys,  &c.  -  B.  500  0    0     S     M 

21  Horsemoor  -  D.  287  0    0     3m 

22  Sir   Robert    Bell's    Grounds    in 

Londoners'  Fen  -  -136  204m 

23  Sir  Lewis  Tresham's  Ground  in 

Londoners'  Fen  -  -     93  1     0    4     m 

24  Mr.  Fincham*s  Grounds  -in  Lon- 

doners' Fen  -  -113     0    4m 


Carried  over  3749    2    0 
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<       &        &      &      i 

Broaght  over  3749    9    0 

9,5  The  Ground  in  Londoners'  Fen 

late  Mr.  Fincham's         -         -     13     1    O    4    m 

26  Part  of  Sedge  Fen  in  Weloey, 
north  of  Bedford  River  east- 
ward -  -  -lOOdM 

97  Part  of   Knobballs    in  Welney, 

north  of  Bedford  River  -      9    O    0    S    m 

08  Three  Severals  in  Welney,  be- 
tween Popbam's  Ban  and  New 
Dike        -  .  *    65    O    O    5    If 

'29  Several  of  Doddington  -    6fi     10    4m 

SO  We^tmoor  Norths  H.^  the  eighth 

Piece  from  Welney  -    50    0    O    3    m 

31  We^tmoor  Sootb»  next  Piece  to 

Welney  -  -    50    Q    0    S    s 

i    W     m 

4000    0    O 


Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Tenth 
Lot. 


-52£     O 

662    0 

1618    e 

758     0 
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7 
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THE  ELEVENTH  LOT. 


1  Neatmoor  in  Up  well                 A.  250  0  0    5m 

9;  Middlemoor  in  Sutton                 -    37  0  0    6    s 

3  Coxnests     and     Mr.     Jethereirs 

Hamlets  id  Sutton                   -      6  0  0    5s 

4  West  Ben  next  to  Sutton  Mead- 

laods        -               .-               -    76  0  0    5     K 

5  Byall  Fen                  .                C.  400  0  0    4    k 

6  Mepall  Severals  of  Mr.  Carters, 

by  Furry  Fen            -               -     18  0  0    4    ac 

7  Coveney  Severals             -            -    56  0  0     3     s 

8  Me th wold,  8cc.                -           F.  488  0  0    2     s 

9  Townmoor,  8cc.            -                -  200  0  0     1s 

10  Norney  Farm                -             L.    79  0  0    3     s 

11  Liltleport  Severals             -        B.  203  0  0    4     s 

12  Roxam  Common             •            *    94  0  0    8     s 
IS  Sutton  in  Holland^  A.,  next  unto 

Wride            -                -            -  115  0  0     5     n 

14  Py moor,  near  Witchford              -  152  0  0    4     s 

15  Normoor  in  Cfaartresse               B.  400  0  0     4m 

16  The  Middle  in  l>oddiiigton         -  200  0  0    4     m 

17  Warboys,  &c*                -            C.  500  0  0     3     M 

18  RaveleyFen  in  Ramsey               •  229  0  0    3     m 

19  Sir  William  Cockayne's  Ground 

in  Londoners'  Fen                    -  171  0  0    4     M 
90  Part  of  Sedge  Fen  in  Welney, 
lying  north  of  Bedford  River  - 

21  Feltwell  Severals  -  A. 

22  Westmoor  North,  A.,  next  Piece 

to  Welney 

Carried  over  3950  0  O 
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0 
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Brougbt  over  3950    0    0 
S3  Westmoor  South,    S.,    fourteenth 

piece  from  Welney  -    50    0    0    «    s 


4000    0    0 


'416  0  0  1 

.      ,     T.,         548  0  0  « 

Quantity  of  each  Sort  m  the  Ele-  j^^^^  o  0  3 

venthLot.                    {^^^^  0  0  4 

484  O  0  5 


THE  TWELFTH    LOT. 

1  Waterbeach  Joist   Fen,   Wicken 

Lammas  Ground,  adjoining  to 
Joist  Fen,  and  the  several 
grounds  of  Edwards,  Peytons, 
and  Daltons  -  -  250    0    0    4 

2  Sutton  Grounds,  South  of  Bed- 

ford River,  lying  next  to  the 
grounds  of  Sutton  of  the  first 
Lot 

3  Part  of  Sutton  West  Fen  B. 

4  Croyle  in  Swaff  ham  B. 

5  One  Several  in  Woodwalton 

6  The  Remainder    of  Sawtree  Fen 

from  the  King's  Part 


109 

2 

0 

5 

s 

10 

2 

0 

5 

M 

200 

0 

0 

2 

s 

36 

0 

0 

6 

M 

•      6 

2 

0 

1 

H 
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2 

0 
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<  &  I  &  B 

Brought  over  612    2    0 

7  Scverah  of  Chartresse  A.  230    0    0    5m 

8  Helgay     and     Soulhery     Com- 

mon -  -       D.  300    0    0    3     8 

9  Townmoor,  &c.        -  M.  200    0    0    2s 

10  Welpmoor,&c.  F.  Mr.  Bradborne^ 

next  the  Droveway         -        -    40  0    0    4    s 

The  other  .  -  -  522  0     0    2     s 

11  Ladas  Fen  -  -E.  115  004m 

12  Downham,  in  the  Isle,  Common^ 

and  Several^  390  acres  -  302    0    0     1s 

.  Whereof  exchanged  88  Acres  for 
88  acres  in  Cowe  Fen  -     88 

Id  Elme  Common  and  Severals        -  250 

14  West  Fen  andWest  Fen  Close,  D. 

Mr.  Bradborne  and  Pemberton    112 
The  others  -  -  388 

15  Stoney    and    Block    Fen    Com- 

mon -  -  D.  400 

16  Somersbam  Common  -  E.  333 

1 7  Langbeach  Several  in  Upwell     -      7 

18  Weslmoor  North,  F»,  the  sixth 

piece  from  Welney  -     50    0    0    3     m 

19  Westmoor  South,  M.,  the  ninth 

piece  from  Welney  -  -     50    0    0    2    6 
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Qaantitj   of  each   Sort  in  the 
Twelfth  Lot. 
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THE  THIRTEENTH  LOT. 


Ill 


1  Neatmoor  by  Upwdl    •            B.  ^&0  O  0  4  H 
«  Wicken  High  Fen,  A.,  next  to- 
wards Wicken                -           -  120  O  O  7  s 

3  Hale  Fen,  near  Coveney             -  180  0  0  S  s 

4  Burwell  Common            -          B.  2^3  0  O  1  8 

6  Sir     Robert     Heath's     Several 

Grounds  in  Soham                   -»  4^  0  0  2  s 

<5  Lakeingfaeath  Severals                -    04  O  0  3  s 

7  Townmoor,  ftc.         -               N.  «00  0  0  1  s 

8  South  Cloud,  a  Common  of  Lake- 

ingheath                    -                «•    47  0  O  S  s 

9  Mildenhall,  See,  E.,  300  acres    -  150  0  0  ft  s 

Nearest  the  Rirer           -        •  150  0  0  3  8 

10  Sir    Miles     Sandys'     imbanked 

Grounds,  A.,  next  Priest  Houses     70  O  0  3  s 

1 1  Mr.  Hawkin's  Crouchmoor,  next 

Hale  Fen         -  -  -45  00$s 

19,  Wereham,  Wretton,  and  Stoake 
Common,    B.,    next   towards 

Dereham                   -                 -  200  0  0  2s 

13  Stilton  Common             -               -  l60  0  0  4  m 

14  West  Fen  and  West  Fen  Close  E.  500  0  0  3m 

15  Warboys,  8cc.             -                 D.  500  0  0  3  m 

16  Upwood  Fen,  adjoining  to  Whit- 

tlesey Way                 -                -  405  0  0  2m 

17  Sir  OlirerCromweirsSereralsB.    69  0  O  4  m 

18  Severals  of  Welney             -        -    20  2  10  5  m 


Carried  over  3873     2  10 


AJPHNtPIX. 


<07 


& 


Brought  over  8873    fi  10 
19  Several*    of  March    aod    Dod- 

diDgton        -  .  *    fl6     1  80    4     M 

90  Weftmoor  North,  C,   Sixteenth 

Piece  from  Welney  -    50    0    0    3    m 

21  We^tmoor  Souths  E.,  Sixteenth 

Piece  from  Welney        -  -    50    0    0    H    s 


Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Thir- 
teenth Lot. 


4000 
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THE  FOURTEENTH  LOT. 


1  Isleham  Common 

D. 

100 

0 

0 

a 

s 

Nearest  the  River 

- 

100 

0 

0 

3 

s 

9  Over  Common 

• 

171 

0 

0 

11 

s 

3  Wicken  Sedge  Fen 

. 

300 

0 

0 

2 

s 

4  Mr.  Barrow's  Sedge  Severals 

- 

21 

0 

0 

2 

8 

6  Fordham  Common 

- 

27 

0 

0 

2 

8 

6  Wicham  Severals 

B. 

56 

0 

0 

5 

S 

7  Croylode  in  Somersham 

- 

70 

0 

0 

5 

M 

8  Helgay  and  Southery  Common  £. 

282 

0 

0 

3 

S 

Carried  o¥er    1127    0    0 
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Brought  over  11^7 

0 

0 

«  Mildenhall,  &c.  39,5  acres        .    -  l62 

2 

0 

9 

8 

Nearest  the  River            -         -  162 

£ 

0 

2 

8 

10  Whelpemoor,  &c.            -          G.  454 

0 

0 

2 

s 

11  Sutton  iD  Holland            -        B.  115 

0 

0 

5 

N 

\2  Horningsey  High  Fen     -             -  100 

0 

0 

2 

S 

IS  Burro wmoor  in  March                  -  500 

0 

0 

4 

M 

14  Dr.  Sam's  Horsemoor  imbanked  -  225 

0 

0 

3 

M 

15  Stoney  Fen  Severals                  A.  SOO 

0 

0 

3 

M 

16  Warboys,  &c.                 -             E.  500 

0 

0 

4 

M 

17  Ramsey  Common  by  Delph  Dike  108 

0 

0 

4 

M 

18  Feltwell  Severals                -          -  146 

0 

0 

1 

S 

19  Westmoor  North,  S.,  the  Eigh- 

teenth  Piece  from  Welney        -    50 

0 

0 

3 

M 

20  Westmoor  South,  D.,  the  Seven- 

teenth Piece  from  Welney 

.     50 

0 

0 

2 

1 

S 
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Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Four- 
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teenth  Lot.                       \ll08 
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THE  FIFTEENTH  LOT. 


1  Swaff  ham  High  Fen     - 

2  Hempshall  in  Wivelingham 

3  Sulton  West  Fen 

4  Wisbich  Common 

5  Burwell  Common 

6  Great  Metlam,    Little   Metlaui, 

and  the  Hasse  in  Soham 

7  Townmoor,  8cc. 

8  Mildenhall^  &c.y  G,,  SOO  acres 

Nearest  the  River 

9  Thorney  Farm  by  Stuntney 

10  Qaaney  Farm 

1 1  Richard  Ward's  Severalsin  Little- 

port  by  Pral*s  Weare 

12  Severals  of   Welney  Chapel    in 

Littleport 

13  Sutton  in  Holland  -        C. 

14  Mr.  Gibbon's  Ground  in  South- 

ery,  lying  by  Priest  Houses 

15  Shevens  in  Well,  next  the  town 

of  Upwel 

16  White  Fen    in  Swaffham,   next 

Botsham  High  Fen  -  200 

17  Normoor  in  Chartresse  D.  410 

18  Sloney  Fen  Severals  -        B.  800 

19  Warboys,  &c.  -  F.  500 

20  Methwold    Severals,    357  acres,  257 

Mr.  Moore  -  -  100 
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0  10   8 
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0  2s 

G.  200 

0 

0   1   8 
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0  2s 

-  150 

0 

0   S   8 

-  47 

0 

0  4s 

-  12 

0 

0  4s 

3     0    0     4 


1 
95 

20 


0    0    4 
0     0     5 


0     0     5 
-  100    0     0    4 


0  0  1 

0  0  4 

0  0  4 

0  0  4 

0  0  2 

0  0  4 


s 

M 
M 

M 


Carried  over  3888    0    0 
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Illll 

fifXMightovefSeSS    0    0 
21  Severaln  of  Mr.  Strange,  in  Lon- 
doners'Fen  -  -     12    0    0    4    M 

29  Westmoor  North,  L.,  the   Ele- 
venth Piece  from  Welney        -    60   0    0    a   n 

23  Westmoor    South,     N.,    m^th 

Piece  flrom  Welney        -        -    50    O    0    <    r 


4000'  O'   0 


Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Fif- 
teenth Lot. 


400  0  fr    1 

1117  o  0  e 

200  0  O    S 

fl99»  0  0    4 

23ft  0  0    5 

58  0  0  H) 


THE  SIXTEENTH  LOT. 


V  Walerbeftch,  &c.  -  Bi  2S0    0    0    4    s 

2  Byall   Fen,    south    of    Bedford' 

River,  next  to  Ox  willow  Lode  100    0    0 

3  Sutton  West  Fen  -  D.    20    0    0 

4  VTisbich  Common,  lying  betNvcen 

Moreton*9  Learn  and  theTwen- 
ty-five  Foot  Drain  -    424 

5  The  Remainder  of  Holme  Fen, 

from  the  Earl    of   Portland's 

Part  -  -  -    49    0    0    6    M 


2 
5 


2    0     1    K 


Carried  over  843    2    0 


AjfvmnDix. 


51 V 


i  i  i 

&  &  :i 


Bioaght  over  843  ^  0 
6  Helgay    and     Soothery     Com- 
mon            -              *            F.  300  0  0  3  s 
2  Lakeingheatb  Townmoors        P.  295  0  0  1  s 

8  Mildenhall,  &c.,  I.,  300  acres     -  150  0  0  1  s 

Nearest  the  River    -  -  1.50  0  0  3  & 

9  Feltwell  South  Fen   and    Mow 

Fen  -  -        CL  166  0  0  i&  9 

10  Saturn  in  Holland  -        B.  115  0  0  5  i§^ 

11  Manej  Common  Several  -  %S0  0  0*  4  m 
lA  Normoorin  Cbartresse  C.  400  0  0*  4  m 
15.  Gfeaf   Bynnamoor  and  Graye's 

Fen  in  Doddiogton,    next  to 

Graye's  Fea  -  -  294  0  0  £  m 

14  Stoney  Fen  Severals  C.  425  0  0  4  m 

15.  Warhoys^&G.  -  G.  500  0  0  3  m 

16  Soverel  of  Doddington  -     11  2  0  4  m 

17  Westmoov  Norths  R.,  tfaus  Seven'* 

tcenth  IKece  from  Welney        -    50  0  Q  5  Bt 

18  Westmoor  Souths  L^  the  Twelfth 

Piece  from  Welney    -  -  50  0  0  2  s 


4000    0    0 


^^719    2    0     1 


760  0  0  2 

jlOOO  0  0  3 

Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Six-  l^^  2  0  4 

teenthLot.                     '  135  0  0  5 

49  0  0  6 
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THE  SEVENTEENTH  LOT. 

m  -4  i  n  ^ 

<  tti  &  &  ^ 

1  Waterbeach,  &c.             -            C.  201  3  0  4  s 

2  Byall  Fen  Souths   next   towards 

Mepall     -                 -                 -  100  0  0  £  s 

3  Fidwell  Fen  in  Streatham            -     60  0  0  4  s 

4  Little  Sheford  in  Wivelingbaoi  -      7  1  0  11  s 

5  By  Erith  Sluice            -                 -       2  0  0  11  s 

6  Wisbich  Common             -        A.  473  0  0  4  n 

7  Great  Metlam,  &c.        -            B.  5(X)  0  0  2s 

8  Feltwell   South   Fen    and    Mow 

Fen                -                -        D.  269  0  0  2  s 

9  Hockwold     and    Wilton     Com- 

mon            -             -            C.  293  0  0  1  s 

10  Ladus  Fen            -                -     F.  105  0  0  4  M 

1 1  Mr.  Pratt's  Severals  in  Hockwold     10  0  0  2  s 

12  Shevens,  next  towards  Welney     -  100  0  0  4  m 

13  White    Fen,    next   towards    the 

Hard  Lands                 -    -           -  211  0  0  1  s 

14  Witch  Fen  and    Stowe    Fen   in 

March             -                 -          -  200  0  0  2  M 

15  Dikeauioor                 -                B.  200  0  0  3  m 

16  Stoney  Fen  Severals                   D.  300  0  0  3  m 

17  Warboys,  &c.             -                 H.  500  0  0  3  m 

18  Mr.  Pay  ton's  Severals  by  Hobb's 

Dike  in  March              -             -  133  0  20  4  M 

19  Peter  Williams's  adjoining  Seve- 

rals            -                -                 -     34  2  10  4  M 

20  White  Fen,  A.,  Several  by  Ben- 

wick             -               -                 -  119  1  0  3  M 


Carried  over    3818     7  30 
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50 
SO 


Brought  over  3818 
Browne's  Fen  by  Benwick,  a  Se- 
veral of  Dr.  Sam's 
everals  of  Well  and  Welney 
l^estmoor  North,  V.,  Twentieth 
Piece  from  Welney 
l^estmoor  South,  B.,  the  Nine 
teenth  Piece  from  Welney 


I     ^ 
7  30 

0  20 
3  SO 


2 


4000    0    0 


M 
M 


-     50    0    0    3     M 


-  50    0    0     2     s 


itityof  each  Sort  in  the  Scven-\ 
teenrh  Lot. 


504 

0 

0 

1 

1129 

0 

0 

2 

1169 

1 

0 

3 

1157 

2 

10 

4 

SO 

3 

30 

5 

9 

1 

0 

11 

THE  EIGHTEENTH  LOT. 

leaimoor  ^       -  C.  250  0  0  4m 

VTicken  High  Fen  -  -     30  O  O  5     s 

«aDgmoor    and   Boatsgangs    in 

Streatham  -     ]?  2  0  6     s 

utton  West  Fen  -  E.     73  2  0  5     m 

Visbich  Common         -  C.  473  0  0  4     n 

oham  Commons  in  Great  Met- 

1am  -  -  -  569  0  ft  2     s 

Vo  Severals  of  Soham  -       9  0  0  6s 


Carried  over  1422     O     0 
2  L 


75 
40 


Brought  over  I4££ 

8  Kockwold     and    VVUtoQ     Com- 
moD  -  -  D.  18il 

9  Mildenliall,  &c,,  H,,  300  acres     -  150 
Nearest  the  River  -  -  150 

10  Mr, Gibbon's  Grounds^  call  War- 
ner's -  -  B. 

11  Throckenholt  -  B. 

12  Ash  well  Moor  by  Covenejv  ih^ 
South-west  part 

IS  Rough     Wcstmoor      in      Chart- 

resse  •  -  A,  30D~ 

14  Horsemoor  -  *        C.  200 

15  Warboys,  &c.  -  I.  500 

16  Middlemoor  -  D.  300 

17  Great  Bynnamoor  and  Gray's  ^ 
Fen,  next  towards  the  River  of  " 
Nene  -  _  -  £00 

18  Marmoundj  a  Several  in  Upwell  -     27 

19  The  Several  Grounds  in  Well,  by 
New  a  Cote 

fiO  SeveraU  of  DoddiDgtoD 

ei   Westmoor  Norlh,    P,,   Fifteenlh 

Piece  from  Welney 
22  Westniore    South,    F.,  Fifleeoth 

Piece  from  Welney 

4000 


17 

65 


Quantity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Eigh- 
teenth IiOU 
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THE  NINETEENTH  LOT. 


<  oi  fL4  £  a 

1  Waterbeach  Fen  by  Garden  Tree  1 1^  0  0  7     s 

2  Cottenhain  Common  -       -  240  0  0  9    t 

3  Satton  in  the  Meadlands,   next 

towards  West  Fen  -     IB  0  0  6    m 

4  Wisbich  Common         -  D.  473  0  0  4    n 

5  Mildenhall,  &c.,  K.,  300  acres    -  150  0  0  2s 

Nearest  the  River  -        -  150  0  0  3s 

6  Whelpmoor,&c.  -  H.  760  0  0  2    s 

7  Mr.  Tower's  Crouchmoor  in  Lit- 

tleport  -  -  -    70  0  0  3    s 

8  Part  of  Mr.  Hawkin's  Crouch- 

moor  -  -  -10  003s 

9  Trocken  Holt  -  C.    35  0  0  6    n 

10  Ashwell  Moor,  next  to  Downham 

West  Fen  -  -  152  0  0  3     s 

11  Rough  Westmoor  in  Charlresse, 

B.  next  to  Beezing's  Fen         -  296  0  0  4m 

12  Dikeamoor  -  C.  200  0  0  3m 

13  Warboys,  &c,  -  K.  550  0  0  3m 

14  Middlemoor  in  Ramsey  £.  375  O  0  4    M 

15  Feltwell  Severals  -  C.  309  0  0     1     s 

16  Westmoor  North,  L,  Ninth  Piece 

fromWelney  -  -     50    0    0    3     m 

17  Westmoor  South,  Q.,  Fifth  Piece 

fromWelney  -  -     50    0  0    2     s 


515 


4000     0     0 


2  l2 


MWPMHmXm 


i 


(909 

960 

use 

QoaDlity  of  each  Sort  in  tbeNine-< 

1144 

tcenth  Lot. 

53 

lis 

\  240 

THE  TWENTIETH  LOT. 

I  Thoroej  Knare  Fea      -  -  8900 

£  Westmoor^  north  of  Bedford 
Ri?er,  B.^  the  Second  Piece 
iromWelney  -  -    50 

S  Westmoor  Sootb,  L.,  Tenth  Piece 

firomWelney  -  -    50 

4000 


Quantity    of    each    Sort   in    ther     50 
Twentieth  Lot.  (  3950 
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E  THREE  THOUSAND  ACRES  OVERPLUS. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^Dodwalton  Common    - 

-  g37 

0 

0 

d 

M 

ligney  Grouods 

.  100 

0 

0 

3 

M 

^art  of  Holme  Fen 

-  968 

0 

0 

6 

Bf 

?*art    of    By  all    Fen,    next 

to 

Maoey 

-  1000 

0 

0 

4 
2 

M 

3000 

0 

0 

{  037 

0 

0 

ntity  of  each  Sort  in  the  Over-/    100    0    0    3 

plus,  llOOO    0    0    4 

V  963     0    0     6 


i  parsuance  of  an  Act  of  this  present  Parliament, 
uled,  "  An  act  for  the  Taxing  and  Assessing  of  ihe 
ds  of  the  Adventurers  within  the  Great  Level  of  the 
s/'  we  whose  names  are  here  subscribedj  thereby 
ititated  and  appointed  (with  others)  surveyors  and 
ers  of  eighty-three  thousand  acres,  parcel  of  ninety- 
thousand  acres  within  the  said  Level,  having  first 
n  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  said  act  for  the  faithful 
harge  of  the  trust  reposed  la  os,  for  the  surveying, 
ng,  dividing  and  rating  the  »aid  eighty-three  ihou- 
i  acres,  do  make  our  fetiirn  of  this  survey  made  by  tts 
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consisting  of  eleven  several  degrees  and  sorU^  ioto  the 
Fen  OflScej  to  be  taxed  and  rated  accordingly  ;  y\t,  thti 
the  first  sort  being  taxed  at  four  pence  per  acre,  the  le- 
cond  sort  be  taxed  at  eight  pence  per  acre,  and  so  etm 
degree  to  be  gradually  rated  and  taxed ;  whereby  tie 
eleveotli  degree  at  the  said  proportion  will  be  three  shil- 
lings eight  pence  upon  such  tax  proposed  as  afoiei&id, 
and  so  proportionably  for  any  greater  or  lesser  squi  that 
shall  be  laid  and  imposed.  And  to  each  schedule  (bdog 
in  nucober  eleven  together  annexed)  have  subscribed  om 
names  this  fifteenth  day  of  August  in  the  twentieth  jrev 
or  the  reign  of  oar  Sovereign  Lord  Charles  the  Second, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and 
Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  Anaogoe 
Bomini^  1668. 

EnwABD  Parthebiche* 
Samubl  Fortrey. 

RlCHAED  MaRRYOTT. 

John  Mrw  gay. 
Anthony  Hammond. 
Marke  Le  Pla* 
John  Bridgman. 


▲BiittfMK. 
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No.  XXIL 

INCLOSURE  PREVENllON  ACT. 

Anno  RegQi  JACOBI  IK  Hegia. 


1684* 


An  Act  for  repealifig  a  Clamefor  dividing  of  Commons  in 
an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  Fifteenth  Year  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  An  Act  for  settling  the 
Draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bedford 
LeveL 

Whebeas  in  and  by  nn  act  of  paHianient  made  io  ihe 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
Charles  the  Second,  of  ever  blessed  meinoryj  intituled  Aa 
Act  for  settling  the  Draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens  called  Bedford  Level,  there  is  a  proviso,  and  it  was 
enacted,  that  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  any  per- 
son or  persons  bodies  politick  or  corporate,  their  heirs 
and  successors^  that  were  or  should  be  lords  of  manors^ 
or  have  right  of  common  in  the  commons  and  wastes  in 
the  said  Level»  or  wilhia  any  towa«  parish  or  place  into 
which  the  works  of  draining  or  any  of  them  did  extendi 
to  improve,  set  out  and  inclose^  divide  and  sever,  such 
proportion  or  proportions  as  to  them  should  or  might  se- 
verally and  respectively  belong,  or  be  adjudged  and  allot- 
ted unto  them  in  severalty  by  certain  commissioners 
appointed  in  the  said  act,  and  as  they  should  adjudge 
and  determinei  as  by  the  said  clause  in  the  said  act  more 
fully  appears. 

And  whereas  since  the  passing  of  the  said  act  several 
lords  of  manors,  and  others  who  had  right  of  common  in 
the  said  commons  and  wastes^  did  divide  and  take  their 
said  shares  or  proportions  thereof. 


Recital  of  15 
Car.  2. 


Clause  there- 

in  (rSriog 
lords  of  ma- 
aortt  power 
to  inclose  aad 
divide  com- 
moDt. 


In  purmaocQ 
Ihneof  many 
lords  have 
divided  uid 
iBclofted. 
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Taking  untl 
caltiitg  com* 
mom  Into 
smnll  pieces 
found  lo  be 
very  prcjudU 
cicil ; 


occaAions  de- 
crease of  iUick 
and  houses. 


Saiil  cUose  re- 
pealed* 


IndovDres  al- 
ready made 
and  i:erti6cd  lo 
he  enjoyed  by 
the  Ofvucrs. 


Agreemeols 
for  atintof  cal' 
tie  confirmed 
by  deercei  of 
Cliaucery, 


And  whereas  such  taking  and  cuttiog  of  the  iiid  cm^ 
mons  and  wastes  into  small  pieces  is  sioce  found  to  be 
very  prejudicial  to  the  owners  and  country,  being  a  gitu 
waste  of  ground  in  division,  which  are  hard  to  be  kept 
as  fences  between  party  and  party^  the  roadwtyi  mi 
passages  ihrough  such  commons  as  set  forth  beiag  very 
low,  and  generally  in  bad  ground,  not  passable  or«dllo 
be  amended,  whereby  such  divisions  are  of  little  valae. 

And  whereas  it  occasions  great  diminution  of  stocl 
and  decay  of  houses^  many  persons  selling  iheir  djvti 
of  common  from  the  house  it  belongs  unto,  lo  a  grealtf 
impoverishment  and  increase  of  the  poor;  to  pTfTcot 
any  further  inconveniences  thereby,  be  it  enacted  bylk 
King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  adfice 
and  assent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  m\ 
Commons  in  this  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  tht 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  clause  in  the  said 
act  for  such  dividing  and  inclosing,  shall  be  and  u 
hereby  repealed  and  made  voicf,  to  all  intents  and  pur* 
puses;  and  that  no  more  divisions  or  inctosures  shnlt  be 
hereafter  made  of  the  said  wastes  and  commons  tl 
mentioned  pursuant  to  the  said  act;  any  thing  tbemtt' 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding* 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  That 
inclosures  already  made,  and  certified  inio  the  Petty-I 
Oflice  pursuant  to  the  said  act,  shall  be  held  and  eiK 
joyed  by  the  owners  thereof,  as  fully  to  all  inteotiaaA 
purposes  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

And  whereas  several  persons  and  townships  fim 
the  iaconvenitncies  of  dividing  and  cutting  aforesaii 
did  come  unto  agreements  and  bound  themselves  not 
divide^  but  to  feed  aad  order  the  said  cooimoos  and 
wastes  by  way  of  an  equal  stint  of  cattle  in  a  like  pro- 
portion, to  their  great  advantage  and  improvement; 
those  agreements  have  been  confirmed  by  the  decrees 
his  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Chancery; 


n 
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B€  it  therefure  enacted,  That  all  auch  agreemeDts  so 
made  and  confirmed  by  the  decrees  as  aforesaid^  shall 
be  and  are  hereby  ratified  and  binding  to  a!l  such  persoQ 
or  persons  who  were  parties  consenting  to  the  same,  and 
all  claiming  by,  from  or  under  them,  or  any  of  them,  and 
according  as  in  the  said  decrees  are  expressed  and  con- 
tained* 

And  whereas  divers  persons  have  had  decrees  and  ad- 
jitdications  for  inclosures  and  allotments  within  the  said 
Level  already  made,  by  commissioners  in  the  said  act 
appointed  pursuant  to  the  same  act,  have  neglected  to 
get  the  said  decrees  and  adjudications  to  be  sigoedi 
sealed  and  certified  in  the  Petty-bag  Office,  as  by  the 
said  act  is  directed ;  it  is  now  further  provided  and 
enacted^  That  so  many  of  the  said  decrees  and  adjudica- 
tions already  made  and  imperfect  as  aforesaid^  whicli 
shall  be  made  perfect  by  being  signed  and  sealed  by  the 
said  commissioners,  and  certified  into  the  Petty-bag 
Office  in  such  manner  as  by  the  said  act  is  appointed, 
before  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  Juncj  which  shall 
be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred 
eighty-siv;  shall  be  good  and  valid  in  law  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  if  the  same  had  been  so  perfected  at  the 
time  of  making  this  act,  and  all  inclosures  and  allot- 
ments by  virtue  thereof  shall  be  enjoyed  by  the  respec- 
tive persons  interested  as  if  this  act  had  never  been 
made.  And  all  such  of  the  said  decrees,  which  shall  not 
be  perfected  by  the  said  time  in  manner  and  form  afore* 
I  said,  shall  be  utterly  void  and  null  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever,  and  all  inclosures  by  virtue  thereof 
shall  be  thrown  open  as  if  such  decrees  or  adjudications 
had  never  been  made  ;  any  thing  in  this  act,  or  in  any 
law,  statute  or  usage,  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 


Herebj  ritlAed 


Decrees  and 
Adjudications 
fur  mclosureSj 
&c.  already 
made  I  and  not 
retDmed  into 
the  Petty- bag 
Office,  if  re- 
turaed  befure 
Jtinc  24,  16B6, 
to  be  good; 


otherwise  to  be 
null  ind  rouL 


^n  Aci  for  the  regulating  the  Commencement  of 
and  for  correcting  the  Calendar  now  in  Use.     ^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authom^ 
That  the  several  meetings  of  the  Court  of  Se« 
terms  fixed  for  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scol 
April  ineetiog  of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  col 
of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the  Great  L^ 
Fensi  and  the  holding  and  keeping  of  all  mar 
and  marts,  whether  for  the  sale  of  goods  or  cat 
the  hiring  of  servants,  or  for  any  other  purpo 
are  either  fix'd  to  certain  nominal  days  of  the 
depending  upon  the  beginning,  or  any  certains 
montbi  and  all  courts  incident  or  belonging  tOj 
holden  or  kept  with  any  such  fairs  or  martSj  fisc 
certain  times  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  from  ant 
said  second  day  of  September,  be  continuec 
according  to  the  nominal  days  of  the  month,  < 
of  the  beginning  of  any  month,  to  be  computed 
to  the  said  new  calendar;    but  that  from  an 
said  second  day  of  September,  The  said  Courti 
and  Exchequer,   the  said  April   meeting,  ao 
markets,   fairs   and    marts   as   aforesaid,  and 
incident  or  belonging  thereto,  shall  be  holde 
upon,  or  according  to  the  same  natural  da} 


according  to  which  the  same  should  have  been  so  kept 
or  holdeo  in  case  this  act  had  no  I  been  n^ade  i  that  is  to 
say,  eleven  days  later  than  the  same  would  have  hap- 
peoedj  according  to  the  nomioal  days  of  the  said  new 
supptitation  of  time,  by  which  the  commencement  of 
each  months  and  the  nominal  days  thereof,  are  antici* 
pa  ted  or  brought  forward,  by  the  space  of  eleven  days  ; 
any  thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in 
any  wise  notwithstanding. 
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Mule  for  finding  the  Day  on   which   the  Annual  April 
Meeting  of  the  Corporation  at  Ely  is  to  be  held^ 

By  the  20th  of  Charles  2.  the  first  day  of  the  AprU 
meeting  is  fixed  on  the  Wednesday  after  the  first  Sunday 
in  April  J  by  2  Geo.  2,  C*  23,  the  April  meeting  is  to  be 
holden  eleven  days  later  than  the  same  would  have  hap* 
pened  according  to  the  nominal  days  of  the  new  snppu- 
tation.  Therefore  take  the  first  eleven  days  out  of  April, 
look  for  the  first  Sunday  after  the  eleventh  day,  and  the 
Wednesday  after  that  Sunday  will  be  the  first  day  of  the 
April  meeting.  As  for  example*  for  the  year  1762,  the 
first  Sunday  after  the  eleventh  falls  on  the  18th  of  April, 
the  Wednesday  after  that  Sunday  is  the  21st,  which  will 
be  the  first  day  of  the  April  Meeting  for  that  year- 


Extract  from  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  made  in  the  tmi 
^e&siojf  of  Parliament,  intUufed,  Jn  Act  for  regulating 
the  Cummencement  of  the  Year,  and  for  correcting  tk 
Calendar  now  in  the  Use* 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  parliametit  made  in  the  twenty 
fourth  year  of  the  rejgo  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled, 

An  Act  for  regnlatiog  the  Commencement  of  the  year, 
and  for  correctiog  the  Calendar  now  in  Use/'  it  is  amoog 
other  things  enacted.  That  the  natural  day  next  iaime- 
diately  following  the  second  day  of  September,  which 
shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seveo 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  shall  be  reckoned  and  accounted 
to  be  the  fourteenth  day  of  September,  omitting  for  that 
time  only,  the  eleven  intermediate  nominal  days  of  the 
common  calendar,  and  that  the  days  immediately  suc- 
ceeding shall  be  called,  reckoned  and  numbered  forwards 
in  numerical  order,  from  the  said  fourteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember^ and  that  all  meetings  and  assemblies  of  aay 
bodies  politick  or  corporate,  either  for  the  election  of 
any  officers  or  members  thereof,  or  for  any  such  officers 
entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices, 
or  for  any  other  purpose  which  by  law,  charter,  custom 
or  usage,  are  to  be  h olden  on  any  fixed  or  certain  day  of 
any  month,  sbal),  from  and  after  the  said  second  day  of 


APFENDIJC* 


525 


September,  be  holden  and  kept  upon  or  accorditig  ta 

§the  same  respective  nomiDal  days  and  limea  whereon  the 
fearae  are  then  to  be  holden  ;    but  which  should  be  cora- 
puLed  according  to  the  new  niethod  of  numbering  and 
reckoning  the  days  of  the  Calendar,  as  therein  mentioned, 
as  by  the  said  act  may  more  fully  appear:    and  whereas 
by  the  charters,  customs  or  usage  of  some  cities,  bo- 
Toughsj  towns  or  other  communities^  or  bodies  politick 
or  corporate,  the  election  of  officers,  or  the  entrance  of 
officers  on  the  execulion  of  their  offices,  or  the  doing 
of  some  other  corporate  acts,  may  be  fixed  or  required 
to  be   on    some  cerlaio    nominal    day  or  days   of  the 
said  month  of  September,   falling  between  the  second 
^^and  fourteenth  days   of  the   same   month,  which  said 
^^Pnominal  days  are  by  the  said  act  required  to  be  dropi  or 
I        omitted  for  this  present  year^  so  that  there  will  not  in 
fact  be  any  nominal  days  between  the  said  second  and 
fourteenth  days  of  the  said  month  of  Septeraber  for  this 
present  year,  whereon  such  corporate  acts  can  be  done ; 
and  doubts  have  arisen^  whether  such  corporate  acts  may 
be  done  at  all,  without  a  special  provision  for  that  pur- 
pose by  authority  of  parliament;    and  inconveniencies 
may  possibly  ensue  for  want  thereof;    be  it  iherefore 
enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  and  Commons  in  this  present  parliament  as- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  The  election  of 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  such  bodies  politick  ^^^"j  J^^„^ 
and  corporate  as  aforesaid,  and  all  and  every  the  officers  JJ[^  **"^  ?^ 
and  members  thereof,  and  they  and  every  of  ihem  are  \^earoDJy,M 
hereby  required  to  do  all  such  acts,  as  by  any  law,  charter       *'"^* 
or  usage  are  appointed  or  required  to  be  done  on  any  of 
ihc  nominal  days  of  or  in  the  said  month  of  September, 
which  by  the  said  recited  act  are  directed  to  be  dropt  or 
omitted   for  this  present  year,  upon  the  same  natural 
day   or  days   of   this   year  only,    as   such  acts  would. 
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might  or  ought  to  be  done,  in  case  the  said  recited  M 
had  not  been  made ;   and  that  all  acts  bo  done  in  pm^ 

suance  hereof  shall  be  deemed,  and  are  hereby  declared 
and  enacted  to  be  as  good  and  effectual  to  all  intenti 
and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  were  done  on  any  of  tbc 
nominal  days  so  drop!  or  omitted  as  aforesaid ;  any  law, 
statute,  charter,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  in  aoj 
mBt  notwithstanding. 
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No.  XXV. 

FIRST  NORTH  LEVEL  ACT. 

Anno  vices imo  septimo  GEORGII  II.    Regii. 


^w  Act  for  dmkarging  the  Corporation  of  the  d 
Builifs  and  Commonalty  of  the  Company  of  Comervi 
of  ike  Great  Level  of  the  Fetis,  commoniy  called  Bedford 
Level,  from  a  Debt  due  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  ■ 
Earl  of  Lincoln ;    and  for  enabling  the  Proprteton  of 
Lands  in  the  North  Level^  Pari  of  the  said  Great  Level ^ 
to  raise  Mone^  to  discharge  the  Proportion  of  the  md 
Norih  Level  in  the  Debts  of  the  said  Corporation  ;  and 
for  ascertaining  and  appropriating  the  Taxes  to  be  laid 
the  said  North  Level ;   and  for  the  more  effectual 


Freambte,  re- 
dtkig  claiii«s  la 
act  15  Can  2* 


on 


( 


draining  and  preserving  the  said  North  Level,  and  divers 
Lands  adjoining  thereto  in  the  Manor  of  Crowland,         ■ 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  and  passed 
in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  Kiof 
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Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  settling  the 
draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bedford 
Level/*  reciting.  That  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  according  ind  Law  %t 
to  a  law  of  Sewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  in  the  sixth  year  %  cir.  U 
of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the  Firsts 
had  undertaken  the  draining  of  the  said  Great  Level 
therein  iBcriltoned  to  be  situate  within  the  rouaties  of 
Northampton,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge  and 
Huntingdon,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  therein  particularly 
bounded  and  described;  and  that  he  was  to  have  fur  hi» 
recompence  ninety-five  thousand  acres  of  the  ground 
within  the  said  Levels  with  convenient  highways  and 
passages  to  the  same,  and  the  new  river,  cuts  and  drains 
to  be  made  by  the  said  Earl  and  his  assigns,  and  the 
hanks  of  the  same,  and  the  forelands  in  the  inside  of  the 
said  banks  not  to  exceed  sixty  foot  in  breadth  \  and  that 
William  Earl  of  Bedford,  son  and  heir  of  the  said  Earl 
Francis,  with  divers  of  his  adventurers  and  participants, 
had  proceeded  in  the  compleating  and  finishing  the  said 
works;  but  that  the  same  could  not  be  preserved  without 
constant  care,  great  charge  and  orderly  government;  it 
was  therefore  (amongst  other  things)  enacted,  That  the 
said  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  adventurers  and 
participants  of  the  said  Earl  Francis  and  Earl  William,, 
or  either  of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  such  manner 
as  therein  after  is  contained,  should  be  a  body  politick 
and  corporate  in  deed  and  name,  and  have  succession  for 
ever,  by  the  name  of  the  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  Company  of  Conservators  of  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens,  with  power  to  la^^  and  levy  taxes  upon 
the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  only,  for  support, 
maintenance  and  preservation  of  the  said  Great  Level, 
and  do  all  other  things  iu  order  to  the  support,  mainten- 
ance and  preservation  of  the  said  Great  Level  and  works 
made,  and  to  be  made,  io  such  manner  as  therein  i» 
mentioned  ;  and  taking  notice,  that  by  the  said  Law  of 
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Sewers  twelve  ihousaDd  acres,  parcel  of  the  ftaid  ciioety 
five  thousand  acres,  were  designed  and  intended  to  Ini 
said  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the  Firsts  and  had  beea 
set  forth  and  alloLled  by  bounds  in  severalty  ;  and  that 
his  said  late  Majesty  had  granted  two  thousand  acreii 
part  thereof,  to  Jerome  Earl  of  Portland,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  ;  and  that  the  said  Earl  had  sold  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred  acres,  part  of  the  said  two  thou- 
sand acrest  to  several  persons,  and  had  conveyed  tlie 
remaining  five  hundred  acres  to  Benjamin  Weston,  Esq*; 
on  several  trusts;  it  was  thereby  further  enacted,  ITiat 
the  said  two  thousand  acres,  or  such  other  lands  of  eqail 
value  as  should  be  set  forth  in  exchange  of  the  same, 
should  be  and  were  thereby  vested,  settled  and  establbbed 
in  the  said  several  persons,  their  heirs  and  assigns  respec- 
tively^ to  whom  the  said  Earl  of  Portland  bad  conveyed 
the  same,  to  be  held  of  the  King's  Majesty,  his  heirs  aod 
successors,  of  the  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  by  fe&ltj 
only,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  subject  tievertbeleii 
with  the  residue  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  io 
equal  proportion  to  all  taxes  and  charges  necessary  and 
conducing  lo  the  preservation  of  the  said  Great  Lefd 
from  drowning ;  and  it  was  thereby  further  eiiactedi 
That  the  eighty-three  thousand  acres,  remainder  of  ihc 
said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  with  the  said  ways,  pas- 
sages^ new  rivers,  cuts,  drains,  banks  and  forelands,  oicr 
and  above  the  said  ten  thousand  acres,  residue  of  the  said 
twelve  thousand  acres  which  were  allotted  in  sevenillj, 
and  of  which  his  said  late  Majesty  was  in  possesiioii 
were  thereby  vested  and  settled  in  the  said  goveroor, 
bailiffs  and  commonalty,  and  their  successors^  in  trust  for 
the  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  adventorers 
aod  participants  of  the  said  Earl  Francis  and  Earl  Wil- 
liam, or  either  of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  such 
manner  as  is  therein  after  limited  and  provided,  aod  ac- 
cording to  such  parts  and  proportions  as  they  respectively 
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then  held  and  enjoyed,  or  by  virtue  of  the  eaid  act  ought 
to  bold  and  enjoy,  subject  and  liable  likewise  to  the  pay- 
ment of  all  taxes  and  charges  as  aforesaid^  to  be  held  of 
the  King*s  Majesty,  bis  heirs  and  successors^  of  the  manor 
of  East  Greenwich,  by  fealty,  in  free  and  common 
soccage;  and  the  said  ten  thousand  acres  were  thereby 
Tested  in  his  then  present  Majesty,  and  his  assigns, 
subject  and  liable  with  the  residue  of  the  said  ninety-five 
thonsand  acres,  to  the  same  taxes  and  charges  before 
specified  j  and  it  is  thereby  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conservators  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration for  the  time  being,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them^ 
whereof  the  said  governor  or  bailiffs,  or  their  successors, 
or  any  of  tfiem,  to  be  two;  for  maintenance  and  preser* 
vation  of  the  said  Great  Level,  by  convenient  out-falls  to 
the  sea,  should  for  ever  thereafter  be  and  were  thereby 
made  and  constituted  Commissioners  of  Sewers  for  and 
of  the  said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  ;  and  the  said  gover- 
nor, bailiffs  and  conservators,  or  any  five  or  more  of  thea}, 
whereof  the  said  governor  or  bailiffs,  and  their  successors, 
or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  are  thereby  enabled  and  em- 
powered from  thenceforth,  to  use  and  exercise  the  power 
and  authority  of  Commissioners  of  Sewers  within  the 
said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  and  of  the  works  made  and 
to  be  made  without  the  said  Great  Level,  for  conveying 
the  waters  of  the  said  Great  Level  by  convenient  outfalls 
to  the  sea,  in  such  manner  and  with  such  other  powers, 
jurisdictions  and  authorities  as  are  therein  mentioned  and 
contained:  and  whereas  by  another  act  of  parliament  and 20  Cat. 2. 
siade  and  passed  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  said  late 
Majesty  King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled  "  An  Act 
for  the  taxing  and  assessing  of  the  Lands  of  the  Adven- 
turers within  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,"  after  reciting 
in  part  the  last  recited  act,  and  that  the  w^ay  thereia 
mentioned  of  raising  draining  taxes  upon  the  said  ninety- 
five  thousand  acres  by  au  equal  acre-rate  had  been  found 
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iQconvenienk,  it  was  enacted,  That  all  toxes  ihereftflff 
be  set  and  imposed  for  the  maintenance  and  preservatiijft 
of  the  said  Great  Level,  should  be  from  time  to  tloe 
assessed  and  taxed  by  the  said  governor,  baililTt  aod 
conservators,  or  their  successors,  or  any  fi ve  or  more  oi 
them,  whereof  the  said  goTemor  and  batlifTs  fur  tbe  tioie 
being,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  upon  tbe  said  eljs;bty» 
three  thousand  aere^,  part  and  parcel  of  the  ;jatd  oitiiety* 
live  thousand  acres,  by  a  gradual  acre-tax  of  diffemH 
sorts  and  vakies  of  lands,  to  be  received^  paid  and  levied 
by  such  ways  and  means  as  in  the  said  recited  aet  at 
provided;  and  that  the  said  eighty-three  I  boos  and  semi, 
for  raising  taxes  for  support  and  maiutenance  of  tbt 
Great  Level,  should  not  be  rated  or  assessed  oiberwift  or 
ID  any  other  manner  than  according  to  a  gradual  aoe* 
tax  of  different  sorts  and  degrees,  and  according  to  tfc 
respective  values  and  rates  thereby  set  and  rated,  and  to 
be  set  and  rated^  as  is  tkerein  after  appointed  :  and  tt 
was  ibereby  further  enacted,  That  when  and  so  often  ss 
the  sum  of  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  poamb 
seven  shillings  and  one  penny  half- penny  should  be  taxed 
and  assessed  u  pon  the  said  Dtnety-five  thousand  icreiy 
thai  then  tbe  said  twelve  thousand  acres  should  be  ratd 
and  assessed  at  fifteen  pence  the  acre,  and  according  to 
that  proportion  for  the  raising  of  any  greater  or  lesser 
sum  than  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  seteo 
shillings  and  one  penny  half-penny,  to  be  received,  p:Lid 
and  levied,  logelher  with  penalties,  in  such  and  the  liie 
manner  as  the  taxes  set  and  imposed,  or  to  be  set  nd 
imposed,  upon  tbe  said  eighty-liiree  thousand  acnes,  wt 
thereby  provided  for  to  be  received,  paid  and  lei?ie<f; 
and  to  the  end  that  the  said  eighty-three  tboanand  acm 
might  be  more  equally  rated  by  a  gradual  acre-lai,  not 
under  tbe  number  of  seven  sorts,  it  whs  thereby  fdrther 
enacted,  That  certain  persons  in  the  &ame  act  named,  or 
any  three  or  tnore  of  them^  were  thereby  coostitut^  and 
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appointed  to  be  surveyors  and  valuers  of  ibe  iaid  eighly- 
lliree  thousand  acres,  aad  were,  within  the  time  therein 
Unjited,  to  digest  the  said  eigbtj-tbree  thousand  acres 
into  such  number  of  sorts  or  degrees  of  land^  not  under 
the  number  of  seven  sorls  ind  degrees,  and  to  rate  and 
lax  such  degrees,  3'id  digest  the  same  into  schedules  in 
writingt  and  make  returns  thereof^  upon  their  oaths^  into 
the  Fen  Office,  in  such  manner  as  in  and  by  the  said  act 
j8  mentioned  and  directed :  and  whereas  the  several  per- 
aoiis^  by  the  said  last  recited  act  apfiointed  to  be  surveyors 
or  valuers^  valued  and  set  out  the  said  eighty-three 
thousand  acres,  according  to  the  directions  thereby  given, 
into  eleven  different  sorts  or  degrees  of  land,  to  be  rated 
and  taxed  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  for  a 
•iAgle  tax,  four  pence  per  acre  on  the  first  sort  of  land  ; 
eight  pence  per  acre  on  the  second  sort;  and  so  increasing 
four  pence  npon  every  sort,  the  eleventh  sort  to  be  taxed 
at  three  shillings  and  eight  pence  ;  and  all  greater  or  less 
sums  which  the  said  corporation  should  have  occasion  to 
raise,  were  to  be  rated  and  assessed  in  the  like  propor- 
tions; which  valuations  of  the  said  surveyors  were  re- 
tamed  by  them  into  the  Fen  Office,  as  by  the  said  last 
mentioned  act  was  directed ;  and  the  said  eighty-three 
thousand  acres  have  always  since  been  taxed  according 
to  the  degrees  and  proportions  thereby  set  out  and  allotted, 
calling  a  tax  of  four  pence  on  the  first  sort  of  land,  and 
increasing  on  the  ten  other  sorts  in  manner  aforesaid,  a 
single  tax  ;  five  pence  a  tax  and  quarter;  six  pence  a  tax 
and  half;  seven  pence  a  tax  and  three  quarters;  and 
eight  pence  a  doable  tax:  and  whereas  at  a  court  of  the  Court  of  oorpo 
said  corporation,  held  the  tenth  day  of  March  one  thou-  Mtrcli  16^7, 
sand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  the  said  corporation 
declared  that  the  said  Great  Level  should  be  distingnished 
the  several  names  of  the  North  Level,  Middle  Leve! 
^od  South  Level ;  and  that  all  that  part  of  the  said 
inely-five  thousand  acres,  which  lay  between  the  north 
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side  of  Morton's  Learn  and  the  gouth  side  of  the  VVelUod 
River^  should  be  accounted  that  part  of  the  nicietr*fife 
thousand  acres  Ij^ing  within  the  North  Level;  md 
whereas  the  said  corporation,  in  order  to  support  tmi 
preserve  the  several  works  for  draining  the  said  Great 
Level^  were  obliged  lo  borrow  several  sums  of  tnooej  on 
Dcfaiof  corpo-  bonds  under  their  common  seal^  and  by  that  ine^iSi  at 
SiyT728*  ^  Lady-day  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twentt-dgjit, 
had  contracted  debts,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  tbe 
principal  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
iiffcjr  pounds ;  and  sorae  new  works  being  necessary  for 
better  draining  the  said  North  Level,  part  of  tiic  said 
Great  Levels  by  indenture  bearing  date  the  twenty-ointli 
day  of  May  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twcolj* 
eight,  and  made  or  mentioned  to  be  made  between  tk 
gt  vernor^  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the  eompaoy  of 
conservators  of  the  said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  of  the 
one  part,  and  the  most  Noble  Williaoi  Duke  of  Devoo- 
shircj  guardian  of  the  most  Noble  Wriothesley  then  Duke 
of  Bedford,  a  iiiinor^  and  the  Right  Honourable  Heiuj 
then  Earl  of  Lincoln  of  the  other  part ;  after  reciting  the 
eaid  act  of  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  late  Majesty  Kiog 
Charles  the  Second,  and  that  the  said  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens  was  then  distinguished  by  the  several  names  of  tbe 
North  Level,  tbe  Middle  Level  and  the  South  Letd; 
and  that  such  part  of  the  said  Great  Level,  as  was  Hi- 
tinguished  by  the  name  of  the  North  Level,  did  contAtn 
about  forty  thousand  acres  of  land,  of  which  there  were 
about  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  acres  of  land  subject 
to  the  said  taxes^  and  that  the  said  Duke  of  Bedford  and 
Earl  of  Lincoln  were  owners  and  proprietors  of  great  pari 
thereof;  and  further  reciting,  that  the  said  Duke  of  De- 
vonshire as  guardian  of  the  said  Duke  of  Bedford,  aod 
the  said  Earl  of  Lincoln,  for  the  preservation  of  tie 
respective  estates  of  the  said  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Eari 
of  Lincoln  in  the  said  North  Level,  did  lo  the  then  last 
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^ summer  actually  lay  out  and  expend  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  four  huadred  pouodia  the  monies  of  the  said 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  EnrI  of  Lincoln  in  proportion  to 
their  said  respeclive  estates,  in  regaining  and  keeping 
op^n  the  outfall  for  the  waters  of  the  said  North  Level 
to  sea,  and  in  doing  several  other  necessary  and  material 
works,  which  had  tended  greatly  towards  the  draining 
and  preservation  of  nil  the  estates  in  the  said  North 
Level;  hut  by  reason  of  the  many  and  frequent  floods 
which  had  of  late  years  happened,  and  the  insufticiency 
of  the  banks  and  works  of  the  said  North  Level  to  resist 
the  same,  and  particularly  by  reason  of  the  weakness  and 
^owness  of  the  bank  on  ihe  north  side  of  Moretoo's  Leam 
iWas^h  next  the  said  North  Levels  the  greatest  part  of 
Ihe  lands  within  the  said  Level  had  then  lately  been  and 
were  subject  to  be  drowned,  so  that  little  or  no  profit 
could  be  made  thereof,  nor  could  tlic  said  North  Level 
be  effectually  drained  or  secured  for  the  future,  unless 
the  said  north  bank  was  to  be  enlarged  and  strengthened; 
and  therefore  the  said  governor^  bailiffs  and  commonalty 
had  resolved  to  make  a  canal  in  the  said  wash,  and  other 
works  there,  for  strengtheoing  and  enlarging  the  said 
north  bank,  the  charge  of  all  which  w^ould  amount  at 
least  to  six  thousand  six  hundred  pounds ;  and  further 
reciting,  that  the  said  Duke  of  Devonshire,  on  the  said 
Duke  of  Bedford'^  behalf  and  with  bis  consent^  and  the 
said  Earl  of  Lincoln,  at  the  request  of  the  said  governor, 
bailiffs  and  commonalty,  had  agreed  to  advance  the  said 
six  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, io  proportion  to  their  said  respective  estates  in  the 
said  North  Level,  and  that  the  said  governor,  baiHAs  and 
commonalty  bad  agreed  thai  the  taxes,  revenues  and 
rents  annually  laid  and  arising  upon  and  out  of  ihe  lands 
in  the  said  North  Level  only,  should  be  made  a  secufity 
for  repayment  as  well  of  the  said  three  thousand  four 
buudred  pounds  then  already  laid  out,  as  for  the  said  six 
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thoQsaad  six  huhdred  poiiDds  to  be  laid  out,  Bod  intaMj 
at  the  rate  of  lour   potiods  per  ceotum  per  anonoiy  wai 
were  desirous  and  had  proposed  Ihat  the  said  Duke  of 
Devonshire  nnd  Earl  of  Lincoln  should  have  not  only  tbe 
direction  and  disposal  of  the  said  six  thousand  six  hm- 
flred  poQDds  in  making  the  said  canal  and   other  new 
works,  but  also  that  the  said  Duke  of  Devonshire  aod 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  during  the  minority  of  the  said  Duke  of 
Bedford,  and  afterwards  the  said  Duke  of  Bedfocd  ual 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  their  respective  heirs  and  aSMgiit»  iboiild 
bave  the  direction,  disposal  and  managemeDt  of  the  fiU 
taxes,  revenues  and  rents  of  the  said  North  Level  to  ht 
by  them  etn ployed  and  disposed  in  and  about  the  repiir- 
ing  and  maintaining  the  works  of  the  said  North  Iiefd, 
and  making  and  supporting  such  other  works  as  fthottU 
be  necessary  or  conducing   to    the    effectual   draioifig, 
securing  and  preserving  of  the  suid  North  Level,  aod  for 
and  towards  the  payment  of  the  said  principal  saiD6  0f 
three  thousand  four  hundred  pounds  aad  six  thousaml 
six  hnodred  pounds  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  until  tlie 
said   principal    sutns    of  three   thousand    fotir   bmiAiid 
)>otind8  and  six  thousand  six  hundred  poQodt  ^nd  lute- 
rest  should  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied ;  it  is  witoesBd, 
that  in  consideration  of  the  premisses,  and  for  «eicMB| 
the  repayment  of  the  said  several  sums  of  three  tboOMri 
four  hundred  pounds  and  six  thousand  six  hundred  pontics 
and  interest  as  aforesaid,  and  for  ihe  belter  enabling  tiie 
said  Dukes  of  Devonshire  and  Bedford  and  the  saM  Earl 
of  Lincoln  to  complete  their  good  designs  of  effectailljr 
draining,  securing  and  preserving  the  said  North  Levd, 
by  making  the  said  canal  and  other  works,   wbMi  Ik 
said    governor*  bailifls   and  commonaUy    were   sMUlMi 
would  be  of  great  benefit  and  advantage  to  atl  iheestblts 
in  the  same  Levels  they  the  said   governor,  bailiffs  «n4 
commonalty,  for   themselves  and  their  successorSj  did 
covenant  and  agree   to   and  with   the   said  Dakes  ^ 
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ind  Bedford  aad  ihe  eaid  Earl  of  Lincoln 
ipectivelvi  and  llieir  reiapective  Leirs  and  asdgod,  that 
^ould  aud  niigbi  be  lawful  to  aad  for  the  said  Duke  of 
evaosljirG  and  Earl  of  Liacolu,  ibeir  agents  or  servants 
iJ y  auihoiized,  during  the  miaority  uf  the  said  Duke  of 
^dford^  aod  after  the  :iuid  Duke  of  Bedford  should  have 
tamed  hh  age  of  itveDty^oae  years,  aod  t»bou1d  have  cod- 
toed  ih<it  agr^ementj  for  tite  Baid  Duke  of  Bedford  and 
Hrl  of  LiDcoio,  (heir  res{>ective  heirs  aod  assignSj  their 
{enis or  servants  duly  autborizedj  without  the  interruption 
denial  of  the  said  governor,  baiiiflfs  and  cotnoionalty^ 
their  successors,  to  ask  for  atid  demand,  have,  receive 
id  take  of  and  from  the  receiver  general  for  the  time 
tng  of  ib«  said  corporation  yearly^  und  every  year,  as 
)t  same  should  becotac  due,  and  be  paid  to  ibe  said 
oeiver  general,  so  much  aud  such  part  of  the  said  taxes 
be  annually  laid  on  the  said  ninety-five  thousand 
les,  as  should  be  the  share  and  proportion  of  the  lands 
ithin  the  said  North  Level  liable  thereto,  together  with 
1  other  the  rents  and  revenues  iivbatsoever  of  the  said 
ivernor,  bailiffs  and  ctjmnionalty  in  the  said  North 
krel,  including  the  ^bjkie  and  pmporiion  of  tfa«.  taxes 
Id  upon  the  lands  within  the  said  ^ortb  Level  for  tliat 
esent  year,  and  the  said  rents  and  reven^jes  due  and 
ijable  for  the  same  time:  and  it  uas  thereby  dex:lared 
M  agreed,  that  the  yeatly  sain  of  ane  hundred  pounds, 
lyable  hy  the  heirs  or  asaigns  of  Sir  Charles  Orhy 
toeased,  to  the  said  governor^  Wililfs  and  common alty, 
id  thek  eaecessors  should  be  esteefoed  and  taken  as 
Uti  of  the  0»jd  revenue  mrisiag  within  the  said  North 
fcvel;  and  the  said  governar,  bailiffs  nod  commonalty 
A  thereby  authorize,  iinpowv.1'  and  require  the  said 
beiver  general  for  the  lime  being  to  pay  yearly,  and 
fery  year,  as  the  same  sliould  become  due  and  be  fiaid 
i'him,  alt  the  said  taxes,  rents  and  revenues  of  the  said 
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Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln  respectively,  their  res^^ 
live  heirs  and  assip;ns,  or  tlieir  servants  or  agents,  witt 
out  any  further  or  other  warrant  to  be  had  from  the  §&ut 
governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  for  that  purpoif: 
provided^  that  tlie  said  receiver  general  for  the  time  l>emg 
should  retain  and  keep  so  much  of  the  said  taxes,  rrots 
and  revenues  of  the  said  North  Level,  as  should  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  and  discharge  the  yearly  iotemtof 
the  principal  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds^  theotofaie 
taken  up  upon  the  common  seal  of  the  said  corportlhiD 
for  the  service  of  the  said  Level,  until  the  principal  sam 
of  two  thousand  pounds  should  be  paid  ofT  and  dis- 
charged :  and  it  was  thereby  declared  and  agreed,  tbit 
the  said  taxes,  rents  and  revenues,  so  to  be  paid  to  tbe 
said  Dukes  of  Devonshire  and  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lia* 
coin  respectively,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  should  be  re- 
tained, employed^  applied  and  disposed  of,  in  the  fint 
place,  for  repairing  and  maintaining  all  the  works  of  tbe 
said  North  Level,  and  making  and  supporting  such  other 
works  as  should  be  necessary  or  conducing  to  the  eflfec- 
tual  draining  and  preservalicn  of  tbe  same  Level,  cod 
then  for  paying  and  satisfying  to  the  said  Dukes  of 
Devonshire  and  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln,  their  re- 
spective executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  accordtog 
to  their  respective  proportions  and  shares,  interest  after 
the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  ceo  turn  per  aonam,  forthe 
said  several  sums  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  pottodi 
and  six  thousand  six  hundred  pounds,  and  then  to  tike, 
retain  and  keep  the  surplus  money  for  and  towards  pdj* 
ing  off  and  sinking  the  said  sums  of  tiiree  thousand  four 
hundred  pouuds,  and  six  thousand  six  hundred  pQUDds^ 
in  such  proportions  and  by  such  payments  as  shoald  be 
reasonable  and  convenient,  until  the  same  should  be  fully 
paid  off  and  satisfied.  And  whereas  the  said  Duke  of 
Bedford,  or  the  said  Duke  of  Devonshire  as  his  guardiaa, 
and  the  said  Earl  of  Lincoln  laid  out  and  expended  tbe 
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said  sum  of  six  thousand  six  hundred  poundsj  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  agreement,  in  the  works  therein  men- 
tioned,  and  by  virtue  of  and  under  the  naid  agreement, 
the  said  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  their 
representatives,  have  ever  since  conlinued  in  the  receipt 
of  the  taxes,  rents  and  revenues  of  the  said  North  Level, 
but  have  been  obliged  to  apply  the  greatest  part  thereof 
for  and  towards  the  several  works  for  draining  and  pre- 
serving the  said  North  Level;  so  that  at  Lady-day  one 
ifaousand  seven  hundred  and  Bfty-three  the  sum  of  eigh* 
teen  thousand  nine   hundred  and  thirteen  pounds,  eleven 
shilliugs  and  nine  pence  was  due  for  principal  and  in- 
terest  of  the  said  several  sums  of  three  thousand  four 
hundred  pounds  and  six  thousand  six  hundred  pounds^ 
five  sixth  parts  whereof  is  due  and  owing  to  the  most 
Noble  John  now  Duke  of  BedJWd,  as  executor  of  the 
last  %vill  of  the  said  Wriothesley  late  Duke  of  Bedford; 
and  the  remainiog  sixth  part  thereof  is  due  and  owing 
to    the   Right   Honourable    Henry    Earl  of  Lincoln    as 
administrator   of  the  said  Henry  late  Earl  of  Lincolu: 
and  whereas  the  sum  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds p  part  of  the  debt  owing  by  the  said  corpora* 
lion  at  Lady-day  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight, was  due  and  owing  to  the  said  Wriothesley  late 
Duke  of  Bedford^  who  afterwards  in  and  by  bis  last  will 
and  testament  forgave  and  discharged  the  saioe^  which 
reduced  the  debt  contracted  by  the  said  corporation  be- 
fore  the    said  year   one    thousand   seven    hundred  and 
twenty -eight  to  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  pounds ; 
and  whereas  ever  since  the  making  and  executing  the 
said  recited  agreement,  the  said  Dukes  of  Bedford  and 
Earl   of    Lincoln   have   supported  and   maintained    the 
works^  banks  and  drains  of  the  said  North  Level,  and  the 
said  corporation  have  not  been  at  any  charge  or  expence 
to  or  about  the  same^  but  the  said  corporation  have  since 
the  said  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
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eight  borrowed  seTsral  large  sqius  of  money  on  botijt, 
under  their  common  seal,  to  the  aaiourit  in  the  whokof 
fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  poitndii  •!) 
which  has  been  by  ihem  laid  out  and  expended  in  and 
about  ihe  said  Middle  and  South  Levels^  and  for  sap. 
porting  and  preserving  the  banks,  draios  and  worb 
thereof;  so  that  the  said  corporation  is  now  indebted  in 
the  several  &iims  of  money  following,  that  is  to  *ay.  iti 
the  said  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  pouodi, 
con  traded  before  the  said  year  one  tbou^^aDd  seren  bao- 
dred  and  twenty-eight,  for  or  on  account  of  tbe  wbokof 
the  said  Gre^^t  Level;  the  said  sum  of  eighteen  thottstod 
nine  hundred  and  thirleen  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  nine 
pence,  contracted  since  the  said  year  one  thousand  terea 
hundred  and  twenty -eighty  for  or  on  account  of  axtd  pa^ 
ticularly  charged  upon  the  said  North  Level ;  and  tbe 
said  sum  of  fifteen  thouBand  nine  hundred  and  fortj 
pounds,  contracted  since  the  ^aid  year  one  tboossod 
neven  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  for  or  on  accoonicf 
the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  amounting  together 
to  forty-niiie  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifly-lhftt 
pounds,  eleven  shillings  atid  nine  pence  :  aod  iirhereas  h 
"has  heen  found  by  experience  that  the  taxes j  reveoaw 
and  rents  arising  and  payable  to  the  said  corporation  ottl 
of  the  said  North  Level  are  not  near  safficient  to  pay  off 
end  distfharge  the  said  debt  particularly  charged  ihereoDi 
and  to  defray  the  charges  and  expences  of  tnaiotarnrngp 
sttppoftrng  and  kcephig  in  repair  the  several  wt>rks  for 
drainini^  thereof;  and  notwithstanding  the  grcaleat  pi/l 
of  the*rc%*enu€s  of  the  said  North  Level  baifc  ever  since 
the  sard  yenr  one  thousand  seven  hundrerd  and  titenly- 
^igbt  been  laid  out  in  and  about  the  sauie,  the  seven! 
thanks,  rivers,  sewers  and  works  of  the  same  Level  are 
%ecome  so  greatly  decayed  and  mmous  that  great  part 
off  the  lands  in  the  same  Level  have  lately  been  very  fre- 
quently flooded^  and  unless  some  immediate  remedy  be 


I 


I 
I 


APF«lfi>lX* 


&9t> 


applied^  will  become  ^otirely  drowDed  and  of  little  or  do 
value :   and  wbcreas  Uic^  lauds  called  PorLsand,  otherwise 
Great  Porsand^  parcel  of  the  demesnes  belonging  to  aod 
lying  within  the  manor  of  Crowlaiid,  in  South  Holland, 
in    the    county    of  Lincoln,    herein    after    particularly 
bounded  and  described,  are  subject  also  to  be  frequently 
flooded,  and  cannot  be  effectually  drained  and  preserved 
without  a  large  expence;  and   whereas  the  said  lands 
called  Portsand,  olherwide  Great  Porsand,  adjoin  to  the 
•aid  North  Level  on  the  north  part  thereof  and  lie  con* 
venient  to  be  drained  therewith,  and  it  will  be  for  the 
mutual    benefit   an<l    advantage   of   the   proprietors   or 
owners  thereof,  and  of  the  proprietors  or  owners  of  the 
lands  within  the  said  North  Level  to  join  in  one  common 
drainage ;  and  to  order  tliereto,  the  proprietors  or  owners 
of  the  said  manor  of  Crowland  and  lands  called  Portsand, 
otherwise  Great  Porsand,  and  the  proprietors  or  owners 
of  the  greatest  part  of  the  lands  witbio  the  said  North 
Level,  are  wilting  and  desirous  that  a  sufHcient  sum  of 
money  for  the  eftectual  draining  of  all   the  said  lands 
ftball  be  raised  by  a  tax  upon  all  the  said  lands,  to  be 
ordered  J  governed  and  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as 
herein  after  is  mentioned,  provided  that  the  said  North 
Level  he  discharged  from  the  debts  of  the  said  corpora- 
tioQ^  and  that  all  the  taxes,  rents  and  revenues^  which 
shall  hereafter  arise  and  become  payable  to  the  said  cor- 
poration out  of  the  said  North  Level,  be  applied,  under 
the  directivm  of  the  said  corporation,  for  the  hene6t  of 
the  said  North  Level  only,  in  such  manner  a$  herein  after 
Ift  meoiioiied:  and  whereas  the  taxes,  rents  and  reTe- 
ooes,  arising  and  payable  to  the  said  corporation  out  of 
Ibe  said  North  Level,  are  about  one-eighth  part  of  the 
taxesj  rents  aodfevenueSy  arising  and  payable  to  the  said 
corporation  out  of  the  whole  of  the  said  Great  Level  of 
ibe  Fens,  and  therefore  the  said  North  Level  is  subject 
aod  liable  to  rai«e  mod  pay  one-eighth  part  ofthe^ikid 
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debt  of  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  pounds^  wUd 
was  contracted  by  the  said  corporntion  before  ibe  itU 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  tiventy-eighl,  on 
account  of  the  whole  of  the  said  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens ;  and  in  order  to  raise  money  to  pay  off  and  dt»* 
charge  the  same,  it  has  been  proposed  that  so  much  of 
the  taxes  charged  on  the  corporation  lands  within  the 
said  North  Level,  by  virtue  of  or  under  the  said  recited 
act  of  the  fifteenlh  of  King  Charles  the  Secood,  shall  be 
sold  in  such  manner  as  herein  after  is  mentioDed,  aiihiU 
raise  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose:  and 
whereas  the  said  John  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Henry  Eftrl 
of  Lincofn,  being  desirous  to  promote  so  good  and  bene* 
ficial  ao  underlakiog,  have  consented  and  are  willing  to 
exonerate  and  discharge  the  said  corporation  of  and  from 
the  said  debt  of  eigbteeo  thousaod  nine  hundred  and 
thirteen  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  nine  pence,  and  lo 
yield  up  and  surrender  all  the  taxes,  rents  and  reveonef 
of  the  said  North  Level,  which  they  are  iatitled  to  le- 
ceive  by  virtue  of  and  under  the  said  recited  agreemctit, 
and  to  release  and  discharge  all  their  rights  title  aod  in- 
terest, in  and  to  the  same^  on  condition  that  the  taxes, 
rents  and  revenues  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  LevcU, 
be  for  the  future  only  chargeable  w^ith  the  residue  of  the 
said  di^bt  of  fourteen  tlmusand  three  hundred  pouodi, 
contracted  before  the  said  year  one  thousand  seven  fauEh 
dred  and  twenty-eight,  and  with  the  said  debt  of  fifteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  contracted  on 
account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  since  ihe 
year  one  thousand  seven  buodred  and  tweDty-eigbt;aiMl 
that  ihe  said  North  Level,  and  the  taxes,  rents  and  reTe- 
nues  thereof,  be  fully  aod  absolutely  discharged  of  and 
from  all  the  debts  of  the  said  corporatioa  and  every  part 
thereof:  And  whereas  at  a  court  of  the  said  governor^ 
bailifls,  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservators 
of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  held  at  the  Fen  Office, 
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on  Saturday  the  twenty-fourlh  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifly-tbree,  a  plan  according 
to  the  said  proposals^  and  for  efTecting  and  carrying  the 
said  undertaking  into  execution,  in  such  manner  as 
herein  after  is  mentioned,  was  laid  before  the  said  court» 
and  the  said  court  thereupon  can:ie  to  the  following 
resolutions,  videlicet.  That  it  appearing  to  the  hoard  that 
the  debt  due  from  this  corporation  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty. eighlj  was  fourteen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  pounds,  and  that  the  taxes  upon  all 
the  three  Levels,  at  a  lax  and  a  quarter,  amount  to  six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  three  shil- 
lings and  eleven  pence  halfpenny,  of  which  the  tax  aris- 
ing from  the  North  Level  is  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  pounds,  three  shillings  and  four  pence  halfpenny, 
being  about  one-eighth  part,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
board,  that  if  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord 
Lincoln  remit  the  debt  of  about  nineteen  thousand 
pounds,  which  is  due  to  them  under  the  agreements 
made  wilh  them  by  this  corpor^ition  in  one  thousand 

I  seven  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  for  draining  the  North 
Level,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  North  Level  will  pay 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  as  their  proportion 
of  the  said  debt  of  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred 
pounds^  it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  other  tw.o  Levels 

I  for  this  corporation  to  consent,  that  the  lands  of  the 
North  Level  be  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the 
remainder  of  the  said  debt  and  the  subsequent  debts  of 
the  corporation  by  the  act  of  parliament  intended  to  be 
applied  for,  for  the  belter  draining  of  that  Level :  And 
the  remaining  part  of  the  said  plan  being  rcad^  the  board 
resolved,  that  the  same  did  not  in  any  wise  appear  to  be 
prejudicial  to  either  of  the  l*evels  belonging  to  the  said 
corporation^  and  therefore  they  did  approve  thereof: 
And  whereas  the  said  corporation  and  the  creditors  of 
the  said  corporation^  and  the  proprietors  of  the  greatest 
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part  of  ilie  taxable  lauds  wilhia  ihe  said  lliddla  uid 
South  Levels^  havini^  seco  and  cutij^idered  ibc  taid  pfc* 
posala,  approve  thereof,  and  are  willing  and  coDftenlin^ 
ihnl  the  game  should  be  carried  into  execution:  And 
whereas  the  effectual  draining  and  presenriog  Ibe  stid 
North  Level  aod  ihe  iaid  lands  within  the  manor  of 
CrowtaDd,  which  contain  together  about  fariy^eigiLl 
thousand  acres^  would  be  of  great  benefit  and  advantage 
to  the  several  proprietors  thereof,  and  of  service  to  the 
publick  in  general,  and  if  the  proposals  and  agreenwaU 
before  mentiooed  are  carried  into  execulion,  it  ta  appre* 
hended  and  believed  that  the  same  may  be  eSedamBf 
drained  and  preserved  i  but  in  regard  the  same  canoiUhf 
eflfected,  or  the  money  necessary  for  that  purpo&e  riised, 
without  the  aid  and  atithority  of  parliament,  Beiiihcft- 
fore  enacted  by  the  Kiiag*s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by 
and  with  ihe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  SpirilMl 
and  Temporal  and  Commons  in  this  present  parlhnnMI 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  ikt 
said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the  conipMifH 
of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  ibe  Fens,  and  tldlB 
successors^  and  all  and  every  the  taxes,  rents  and  rev«* 
nues,  arising  and  paj^able  to  the  said  corporation 
from  or  out  of  the  lands  in  the  said  North  Level,  or  i 
part  thereof;,  and  all  and  every  other  the  lands,  laxc 
rents  and  revenues  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  t>e 
are  hereby  fully  and  absolutely  freed  and  discharged  of 
and  from  the  said  debt  or  sum  of  eighteen  thousaml 
nine  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds,  eleven  shillings  birI 
nine  pence,  so  as  aforesaid  due  and  owing  to  the  said 
John  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln^  bf  J 
virtue  of  and  under  the  said  recited  indenture  of  tbi" 
twenty-nlnth  day  of  May  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty- eight,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  interett 
payable  for  or  in  respect  thereof)  and  that  the  slid 
recited  indenture  of  the  tweuty-ninth  day  of  May  «e 
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thousand  seven  hutidred  and  twenty -eight,  shaU  be  and 
1%  hereby  enacted  and  declared  to  be  from  bencefortb 
Dull  and  void ;  and  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  com* 
monalty,  and  their  successors,  and  the  said  John  Duke 
of  Bedford  and  Henry  Earl  of  Lincohi,  their  respective 
beirsi  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  and  the 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  of  the  said 
Wriothealey  late  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Henry  late  Eari 
of  Lincoln,  are  hereby  fully  and  absolutely  freed  and  dts* 
charged  of  and  from  all  and  every  the  covenants,  clauses^ 
articles,  conditions  and  agreementa  in  the  said  recited 
indenture  contained* 

j\nd    whereas    the    said   yearly  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds^  mentioned  in  the  said  recited  indenture  of  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  May  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty -eight,  to  be  payable  by  the  heirs  or  assigns 
of  Sir   Charles  Orby,  deceased,    to  the   said  governor, 
bailitls  and  commonalty,  was  payable  in  pursuaoce  of 
certain  articles  of  agreement  made  the  tenth  day  of  July, 
which  was  in  ihe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven,  between  the  said  governor,   bai- 
liffs and  comnionaU}'  of  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Sir 
Charles  Orby  of  the  other  part,   for  a  term  of  twenty- 
ight   years,    which   long    since   expired:    now    for    the 
)viating  and  avoiding  all  doubts,  questions  and  coo* 
iroverstes  which  may  any  wise  happen  or  arise  in  rela» 
tion  to  the  said  yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  or 
tht;  non  payment  thereof,  or  any  arrears  thereof;   it  is 
hereby  further  enacted  and  declared   by  th«  aolhorily 
aforesaid,  That  the  hetrit   and   assigns  of  the  eaid  Sir 
^^^arles  Orby,  and  Thomas  Orby  Hunter,  E^q.  his  heirs, 
^Maecuturs,  administrators  and  assigns^  are  hereby  fully 
^■Dd   absolutely  freed  and  discharged  of  and  frocn   the 
payment  of  the  said  yearly  sum  a(  one  buodred  pounds 
to  the  said  governor,   bailiffs  and   commonalty  of  Um 
OQja^any  «f  conservators  aforesaid^  and  their  sucoesMW 
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or  assignB,  and  of  and  from  all  arrears  the 
said  governor,  bailiflfii  and  commonalty^  noA^ 
cessors,  and  tlie  heirs  and  nssigns  of  (be  said  ! 
Orby  deceased,  and  ihe  said  Sir  Thomas  Or 
his   heirs,  executors,    administrators    and 
hereby  fully  and  absolutely  freed  and  di»cbs 
from  all  and  every  the  covenants,  clauses,  art 
dilions  and  .agreements,  contained  in  the  said 
the   tenth   day  of  July  one  thousand  six  hi 
ninety-seven  before-mentioned. 

And  in  order  to  raise  money  sufficient  to 
discharge  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  eigl| 
pounds^  so  as  aforesaid  ascertained  and  dec| 
the  proportion  of  the  said  North  Level,  of, 
debts  of  the  said  corporation,  contracted  befa 
year  one   thousand  seven   hundred   and   iw4 
it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared,  T| 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  proprietor^ 
lands  within  tbe  said  North  Level,  to  purci 
much  of  the  taxes  chargeable  on  their  respe^ 
by  virtue  of  or  under  the  said  recited  acts  of  i 
of  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  years  of  the  rf 
said  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the  Second,  a 
the  rate  of  thirty  years  purchase,  computing  ^ 
the  said  taxes  on  the  said  eighty*three  tbou&a 
a  tax  and  a  quarter  j  and  on  tbe  said  twelvi 
acres  in  proportion  thereto,  according  to  the 
the  twentieth  of  King  Charles  the  Second^  i 
suHicient  to  raise  the  said  sum  of  one  tboo 
hundred  pounds ;  and  in  order  thereto,  it  she 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  several  propriel 
able  lands,  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  Iw 
day  of  June  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  on 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  to  su 
book  to   be   kept  by  the  governor,   bailiffs 
monalty^  or  their  register,  for  that  purpose^al 
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in  the  Inner  Tcin|»le,  LondoD,  for  ihe  purchase  of  ihe 
tuxes  of  so  much  of  their  resj>ectivc  lands  as  they  shall 
be  respectively  will itig  and  desirous  to  purchase  ofiV  at 
ond  after  the  rale  aforesaid;  and  in  case  ihe  purchase  of 
raore  of  the  said  taxes  shall  be  so  subscribed  far,  on  or 
before  the  said  ttventv-fourih  dav  of  June  one  thousand 
se%'cn  hundred  and  fifly-four,  than  shall  be  sufficient  to 
raise  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
pounds;  then^  and  in  such  case,  the  purchase  thereof 
filiall  be  allotted  and  settled  by  the  said  governor,  bai- 
liffs and  cooimonaity,  amongst  the  said  subscribers,  iu 
equal  average  and  proportion  to  the  taxes  payable  by 
Ihem  respectively;  and  upon  paynient  of  tlie  several 
sums  of  money  so  to  be  subscribed  or  allotted  for  the 
purchase  of  the  taxes  aforesaid,  on  or  before  the  tvvenLy- 
nioth  day  of  September  which  shall  be  in  the  said  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- four,  to  the  said 
governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  or  their  treasurer,  to 
be  by  them  applied  for  and  towards  payment  of  the  debts 
crontracted  by  the  said  corporation  before  the  said  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty*eigbt|  the  said 
several  purchasers,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators^ 
and  assigns^  and  their  respective  lands  and  tenements, 
•hall  be  from  thenceforlb  fully  and  absolutely  freed, 
exonerated  and  discharged  of  and  from  the  taxes  by 
thetn  so  purchased  as  aforesaid,  and  of  and  from  all  other 
rales  and  taxes  whatsoever  chargeable  on  the  lands  by 
ihem  so  exonerated  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  or  under 
the  said  several  acts  of  piirliament  of  the  fifteenth  and 
twentieth  years  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  or  cittier  of 
tbem;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  fur  the  said 
governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonaUy,  and  they  are  hereby 
m[uired,  upon  such  payment  as  aforesaid,  at  the  costs 
af  such  purchasers,  to  execute  under  their  common  seal, 
good  and  sufficient  releases  and  discharges  to  the  said 
fie?eral    purchasers,    ibcir   re5i>ective    heirs,  cxectjlors, 
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administrators,  and  assigns,  of  and  from  the  taxes  *o  by 
ihem  respectively  porchased  as  aforesaid,  particuhriy 
describing  and  bounding  therein  the  lands  which  sWl 
be  thereby  released  and  exonerated  from  taxes  in  por* 
sufiDce  of  such  purchases. 

And  it  is  hereby  forther  enacted  and  declared,  Tbal 
the  taxes  chargeable  by  virtue  of  and  under  the  said  acU 
of  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  years  of  King  Charleftke 
Second,  or  either  of  them,  upon  the  residue  of  the  tax- 
able lands  within  the  said  North  Level,  which  shall  mi 
be  so  exonerated  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  always  hcreafttr, 
and  hereby  are^  fixed  and  settled  upon  so  much  thereof 
as  shall  be  part  of  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acf«, 
at  a  tax  and  a  quarter^  and  on  so  much  thereof  as  shall 
be  part  of  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres,  in  proporlioD 
thereto,  according  to  the  said  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
King  Charles  the  Second;  and  shall  not  be  lessened  or 
increased  under  any  pretence  whalsoever;  and  that  all 
the  money  which  shall  arise,  or  be  produced  by  the  said 
taxes  within  the  said  North  Level,  and  all  other  the  reoWH 
and  revenues  arising  and  payable  to  the  said  corporatioi^' 
by,  from  or  out  of  the  said  North  Level,  of  any  part 
thereof,  shall  from  thenceforth  be  applied  and  disposed 
of  by  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonally,  and 
their  successors,  in  and  about  the  several  banks  and 
iTorks  of  the  said  Level  herein  after-men  tinned  |  that  is 
to  say,  in  the  first  place  to  raise,  make  good^  and  keep 
in  repair,  the  north  bank  of  Moreton's  Leame,  the  eail 
bank  of  Cordike  from  Moreton's  Leame  to  the  Follj 
Bankj  the  Folly  Banks  from  Cordike  to  the  river  Wei- 
land,  the  bank  reaching  from  the  Folly  Bank  to  Peakirk 
town,  and  the  South  Bank  of  the  river  Welland  to  Weii 
Dam  at  the  end  of  Crowlaud  town,  until  the  eaid  bank* 
fihall  he  made  of  such  a  height  and  strength  as  the  said 
governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty,  or  their  successors, 
shall  judge  sufficient  to  defend  the  said  North  Level  aad 
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South  Holland  iVoiu  and  against  the  land  floods ;  and 
from  and  after  the  banks  aforesaid  shall  be  put  into  such 
a  slate  of  security  as  aforesaid^  Lheu  the  said  taxes,  rents 
and  revenues  shall  be  applied  for  and  towards  repairing 
and  strengthening  the  banks  of  Shire  Orain»  scouring 
out  the  outfall,  and  repairing  Gnnlhorpe  Sluice;  and 
also  for  and  towards  repairing  and  strengtbening  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  Old  South  Eau  from  West  Dam 
aforesaid  to  Ciows  Cross,  and  also  the  west  bank  of  the 
said  river  Old  South  Eau  from  Clows  Cross  to  Guyhiro, 
and  the  banks  of  the  Counter  Brain  from  Guyhira  to 
the  east  end  of  the  severals  in  Stand  Ground;  and  that 
the  said  taxes,  rents,  and  revenues^  shall  not  be  applied 
or  disposed  ofj  to  or  for  any  other  purpose  or  purposes 
whatsoever. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared,  That 
the  said  North  Level,  and  all  and  singular  the  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  taxes  and  revenues  thereof,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is  and  are  fully  and  absolutely  freed,  exone- 
rated and  discharged  of  and  from  the  residue  of  the  said 
debt  of  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  pounds,  which 
shall  remain  after  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  pounds  to  the  said  corporation;  and 
also  of  and  from  the  said  debt  of  fifteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  forty  pounds,  so  contracted  by  the  said 
corporation  since  the  said  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  t wen  ty-^ eight,  for  or  on  account  of  the  said 
Middle  and  South  Levels,  as  aforesaid,  and  of  and  from 
every  part  and  parcel  of  the  said  debts  respectively,  and 
all  interest  payable  for  or  in  respect  thereof;  and  also  of 
and  from  the  payment  of  all  other  debts  and  sums  of 
money  whatsoever,  now  due  and  owing  by  or  from  the 
baid  corporation* 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared.  That 
the  said  North  Level,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
revenues  and  taxes  thereof,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not 
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be  subject  or  liallt'  to  the  payment  of  any  debt,  or  soa 
or  sums  of  money  whatsoever,  which  shall  at  any  lime 
hereafter  be  contracted,  taken  up,  or  borrowed,  by  the 
said  corporation,  for  or  on  account  of  the  said  Middle 
and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them,  or  the  doing  .md 
performing  any  work  or  works  for  the  better  druniiD^ 
and  preserving  the  same  Levels,  or  either  of  tbctu ;  and 
also  that  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  orciiberof 
them,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  revenues,  and  taxes 
of  theiiij  or  either  uf  them,  shall  not  be  subject  or  liable 
to  the  payment  of  any  debt,  sum  or  sums  of  money 
whatsoever,  which  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  cao-^ 
tracted,  taken  up,  or  borrowed,  by  the  said  corporaUoo," 
for  or  on  account  of  the  said  North  Level,  or  any  work 
or  works  for  the  better  draining  and  preserving  thereof, 
or  any  part  thereof. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid^  That  no  person  or  persons  that  shall  be  qoa- 
lified  to  Bit  and  vote  as  a  member  of  the  said  corporatioo, 
for  or  in  respect  of  lands  or  grounds  io  the  said  North 
Level  only,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter^  have  any  vole, 
power  or  authority  concerning  the  borrowing  any  raonej 
for  the  service  of  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either 
of  them,  or  which  the  taxes,  rents  and  revenues  of  the 
said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them  only, 
shall  be  subject  and  liable  to  the  payment  of. 

And  for  the  better  effecting  the  purposes  of  this  prcseol 
Act,  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  said  several  lands  and  groundi 
intended  to  be  drained  under  the  powers  and  authority 
this  present  act,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  divided  into  fi 
districts  or  divisions  in  manner  herein  after-mentiootdJ 
and  that  the  waters  of  the  said  several  districts  or  dift* 
sions  shall  run  and  be  conveyed  to  sea,  in,  by  and  through 
the  several  rivers  and  drains  herein  after-mentioned;  that 
is  to  say,  the  first  of  the  said  districts   ur  divisions  shall 
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ttrontain  all  tbal  part  of  the  Nortb  Level  which  is  bolodeA 
as  follows;  on  the  north  by  the  river  Welland  from  the 
Folly  Bank  to  Crovvland-bridge,  and  from  thence  to  the 
place  where  the  river  Catwater  now  falls  into  the  river 
Old  South  Eau,  by  the  south-west  bank  of  the  said  river 
Old  South  EaUf  otherwise  the  ancient  branch  of  the 
Nenc,  including  the  said  south  west  bank  ;  on  the  east,  by 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  Catwater  from  the  said  place 
where  ihc  said  river  falls  into  the  Old  Soutli  Eau  afore- 
said, to  the  north  side  of  Thorney  Causeway,  including 
the  said  bank  ;  on  the  south  by  the  road  leading  from 
Thorney  Causeway  afiiresaid  to  Cordike,  at  the  west  end 
of  Eye  town  ;  and  on  the  west,  from  that  part  of  Cordike^  Tbo  draliM 
vhich  is  at  the  west  end  of  Eye  town  aforesaid,  to  the  thr*!*ten»  »rc* 

^river  Welland,  by  the  east  bank  of  Cordike  and  the  Folly  f^  Ij«  cooveyed 
■^  ^  ,    .   .         <Qt«>  the  set* 

Bank  ;  and  that  the  waters  of  the  said  district  or  division 

shall  run  and  be  conveyed  to  sea,  into  any  part  of  the 

«aid  river  Old    South  E?iu,  otherwise  the  said  antient 

branch  of  the  river  None,  between  Crowland  Town  End 

and  the  said  place  where  Catwater  now  falls  into  the  said 

river  Old  South  Eau,  and  in,  by  and  through  that  part  of 

Catwater  wliich  lies  between  Pepper  Lake  anrl   the  said 

river  Old  South  Eau,  and  all  or  any  of  the  interior  drains 

within  the  said  district,  and  down  that  part  of  the  said 

river  Old  South  Eau  which  lies  within  the  North  Level 

on  the  north  side  thereof  to  Clows  Cross,  and  from  thence 

into,  by  and  through  Shire  Drain  to  sea;  with  full  liberty 

and  power  of  opening  and  shutting  the  gates  or  doors 

wrfiicb  stand  at  the  place  where  the  said  river  Catwater 

falls  into  the  Old  South  Eau,  as  occasion  shall  require  ; 

the  second  district  or  division  shall  contain  all  that  part  T)te»e<Hnid 

of  the  North  Level  which  is  bounded  as  follows;  that  is 

to  say,  on  the  north,  in  part  by  the  said  road  leading 

from  Cordike  aforesaid,  through  Eye  town,  to  Thorney 

Causeway,  and   in   part,  by  the  south   bank  of  Thorney 

Dike;   on  the  east,  in   part   (from  Thornty  Causeway 
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aforesaid  to  Thoroey  Cross,  where  Cat  water  tarns  oi 
westward  towards  Story's  Bar)  by  the  west  bank  af  Ciu 
water,  and  id  pari  from  the  south  bank  of  Thoraey  Dike 
aforesaid  to  the  Counter  Drain  by  the  west  bank  of 
Koarlake;  on  the  west,  by  Cordike^  from  the  west  endof 
Eye  town  aforesaid  to  Moreton's  Leame ;  and  on  tke 
south,  by  the  Counter  Drain  aforesaid,  from  the  uppw 
part  of  the  severals  in  Strand  Ground  to  the  west  baakof 
Knarlake  aforesaid,  incloding  all  the  &aid  banks;  snd 
that  the  waters  of  the  said  last-mentioned  district  or  di- 
vision shall  run  and  be  conveyed  to  sea,  in,  by  zai 
through  all  or  any  of  the  interior  drains  within  the  laid 
district,  into  the  Counter  Drain  aforesaid  j  aod  in,  by  and 
through  the  Counter  Drain  aforesaid  to  Guy  him ;  atid 
from  thence  down  the  Old  South  Eau  to  Clows  Ciom; 
and  from  thence  in,  by  and  through  Shire  Drain  to  set: 
the  third  district  or  division  shall  contain  the  lordship  of 
Thorney,  which  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  Catwater; 
from  Tborney  Cross  aforesaid  to  the  Old  South  Eau ;  on 
the  north,  by  the  south  hank  of  the  Old  South  Eau,  from 
the  said  place  where  Catwater  now  falls  into  the  said 
river  Old  South  Eau  aforesaid,  to  Gold  Dike,  includiog 
the  said  bank ;  on  the  east,  in  part  by  Gold  Dike  aod  in 
part  by  Knarlake;  and  on  the  south  by  Thorney  Dike, 
including  the  said  river  and  drain  of  Catwater  and 
Thorney  Dike  ;  and  that  the  waters  of  the  said  lafU 
mentioned  district  or  division  shall  run  or  be  conveyed 
into  Gold  Dike,  and  from  Gold  Dike  to  Clows  Cross  by 
the  New  South  ELau  to  Throckenholt ;  and  from  thence 
on  the  south  side  of  Throckenholt  to  Clows  Cross,  or  by 
the  drain  that  runs  from  Gold  Dike  lo  Clows  Cross,  be- 
tween Sutton  Common  and  Inkerson  Fen,  and  by  Koai^ 
lake  into  the  Counter  Drain  aforesaid,  and  in,  by  aad 
through  Shire  Drain  to  sea,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
found  most  convenient  by  the  said  John  Duke  of  Ikd- 
ford,  the  sole  owner  of  the  said  district,  his  heirs  and 
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assignB  :  tbe  fcmrtL  district  or  division  shall  cootaia  all 
that  part  of  ihe  s»id  North  Levels  which  is  bounded  on 
the  west  by  ihe  east  bank  of  Gold  Dike  and  the  east  bank 
of  Knarlake;  on  the  north,  by  the  south  bank  of  that  part 
of  the  Old  South  Eau  which  runs  from  Gold  Dike  to 
Clows  Cross;  on  the  east^  by  the  west  bank  of  that  part 
of  the  Old  South  Eau  which  runs  from  Guyhirn  to  Clows 
Cross  ;  and  on  the  south,  by  the  north  bank  of  the 
Counter  Drain  aforesaid ^  inclodiog  all  the  said  banks* 
iVnd  that  the  waters  thereof  shall  run  or  be  conveyed  to 
sea  into,  by  and  through  Shire  Drain,  by  the  Counter 
Drain  aforesaid,  and  that  part  of  the  Old  South  Eau 
^hich  runs  from  Guyhirn  to  Clows  Cross:  and  the  fifth 
district  or  division  shall  contain  the  lands  before-inen- 
tioned,  called  Portsand,  otherwise  Great  Porsand,  bound- 
ed on  the  east  by  llol beach  and  Whapload  Lands  and 
Ihe  WiHow  Row  Bank^  from  Dowsdale  to  the  river 
Asendike ;  on  the  north,  by  tbe  said  river  Asendike  and 
the  river  Welland,  from  the  Willow  Row  Bank  to  White- 
Uouse,  otherwise  Eppinholt  Corner ;  on  the  west,  by  the 
said  river  Welland,  and  by  the  oorth-east  bank  of  the 
said  river  Old  South  Ean,  otherwise  antient  branch  of 
ihe  Nene,  from  Eppinholt  Corner  aforesaid  to  Turkc- 
iullus*s  Cross,  near  tl>e  place  where  Cutwater  now  falls 
ipto  the  Old  South  Eau;  and  on  the  south  by  the  north 
.bank  of  the  said  river  Old  South  Eau,  from  Turketullus'a 

>os6  to  Dowsdale,  including  tlie  said  north-east  bauk 
lod  north  bank ;  and  that  tbe  waters  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  district  or  division  shall  run  and  be  conveyed 
through  Dowsdale  Bank,  being  the  before- mentioned 
north-east  bank  and  nortb  bank,  into  any  part  or  parts  of 
the  said  antient  branch  of  the  Nene,  otherwise  Old  South 
Eau,  and  of  tbe  said  river  Old  South  Eau  between  Crow- 
land  Town  End  and  Dowcsdale,  and  from  thence  by  the 
said  river  Old  South  Eau  into,  by  and  tlirough  Shire 
Drain  aforesaid  to  sea* 
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And  it  is  hereby  further  eoacted  and  declared  bj*  iW 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  waters  of  the  said  ftevcnt 
districts  or  divisions,  shall  run  or  be  conveyed  to  team, 
by  and  through  the  several  rivers  or  drains  herein  befoR 
ineutiooed  and  appointed^  to  the  said  several  distfkto 
respectively  for  that  purpose^  without  any  lell,  hmdraocr, 
obstruction  or  controol  of,  from  or  by  the  said  govcfOOTi 
bailiffii  and  coininonahy  of  the  company  of  consei 
of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  or  their  successors,  in 
manner  or  under  any  right  whatsoever,  or  of,  from  or  by 
the  commissioners  for  putting  this  act  into  cxecotiaOfOt 
any  of  them,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever,  othenriie 
than  as  herein  after  is  mentioned. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
saidj  That  the  several  persons  herein  after  named  shall  he, 
and  hereby  are,  constituted  and  appointed  commissionen 
for  the  executing  and  effecting  the  powers,  authoritiei 
and  purposes  of  this  present  act^  until  the  last  Monday  io 
the  month  of  June,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five;  that  it 
to  say^  for  the  said  first  district  or  division,  the  Right 
Honourable  Browntow  Earl  of  Exeter,  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable. Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Timothy  Breckuocki 
Thomas  Moore,  Esquires ;  Samuel  Sharp,  William  Lao- 
den,  John  Walton,  William  Walton  senior^  Thomai 
Robert  Gates,  Charlton  Wyldbore,  Gentlemen  ;  for  the 
said  second  district  or  division,  the  Right  Honourable  ■ 
George  William  Earl  of  Coventry,  Richard  Tryce,  John  M 
Wildbore,  Esquires ;  Daniel  Bailey  senior,  Gentleman, 
Robert  Blake,  Esq.;  George  Johnson,  Thomas  Moore, 
junior,  William  Aveling  of  Eldernel,  Gentlemen;  fortbe 
gaid  third  district  or  division,  his  Grace  the  most  Noble 
John  Duke  of  Bedford,  Samuel  Henry  Pont,  Benjamin 
Woodward,  Matthew  Wyldbore,  George  Waddingloo, 
Robert  Butcher,  Esquires  ;  Thomas  Neale  Clerk,  Al.  Jk* 
Berry  Dodson^  William  Sissou  senior^  WiUiam  Prcstoa^ 
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Langley  Edwards,  Thomas  Bullock,  Richard  Bayley, 
James  Brown,  Abmhaiti  Baley,  John  Bains^  John  Brit- 
tain  j  Robert  Chapman,  John  Congreve,  John  Delanoy, 
John  Egar,  Thomas  Fowler,  Thomas  Hawkins,  William 
Littlci  John  Milfield,  VViliiani  Morris,  Benjamin  Ris, 
Joseph  Rolls,  Joh  Rowoing,  Samuel  Sharpe  of  Thorney, 
John  Sharpe,  Thomas  Speech  ley,  George  Searle,  John 
Wing,  Gentlemen  ;  for  the  said  fourth  district  or  divi- 
sion, the  Reverend  George  Reynolds  LL*D*  the  Reverend 
Charles  Reynolds  D,  D.  Armstead  Parker,  Spel man  Swaine, 
John  Sly,  Esquires  ;  Henry  Burrough  Clerk,  M,A.  James 
Ris  Clerk,  John  Sumpter  Esq. ;    John    Dickenson  Clerk, 

JM.A.  Abraham  Gerbow,  Robert  Wensley,  Thomas  Awd- 
6y,  Francis  Hardy;    and   for  the  said  fifth  district  or 

"division,.  Thomas  Orby  Hunter  Esquire,  James  Benson 
Clerk,  John  Crawford  Esq.;  Thomas  Brecknock, Charles 
Crawford,  John  Kelk,  William  Peers,  John  De  Key, 
James  Usill,  Thomas  Kingston^  William  Cowling,  Isaac 
Whitscd,  James  Goglar,  Thomas  Webster,  and  Hugh 
Worrell. 

And  for  the  effectual  raising  and  levying  money  for 
tbe  general  draining  and  preserving  the  lands  and  grounds 
comprized  in  all  the  said  five  several  districts  or  divisions, 
and  answering  the  purposes  of  this  present  act;  it  ts  hereby 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  com- 
missioners hereby  nominated  and  appointed,  and  snch 
other  commissioners  as  shall  hereafter  succeed  them,  or 
be  nominated  or  appointed,  elected  or  chosen,  in  tlieir  or 
any  of  their  steads,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authority 
hereby  given  for  that  purpose,  or  any  forty  or  more  of 
them,  shall  meet  yearly  at  the  house  called  The  Duke's 
Head  Inn  iu  Thorney,  in  the  said  Isle  of  Ely  and  county 
of  Cambridge,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  continue  an  ion 
or  publick  house,  or  otherwise  at  such  other  house  tu  tbe 
town  of  Thorney  aforesaid,  as  the  commissioners  for  the 
time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them  who  shall  be  present 
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at  any  gentml  mccling,  shall  thtak  proper  aod  appoiaij 
on  the  first  Monday  whicb  shall  happea  in  the  moolliot 
July,  at  ten  «)f  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  in  every  year; 
the  first  of  the  said  nieelings  to  be  had  and  held  on 
Monday  the  (ir&t  day  of  July  which  will  be  in  the  yew 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifly-fauf; 
and  then  and  there,  from  time  to  lime,  shall  assess,  rtle, 
tax  and  charge  all  and  every  the  respective  owner  at 
owners,  occupier  or  occupiers  of  all  and  singular  theUoA 
and  grounds  situate  and  being  within  the  said  sevefil 
districts  or  divisions  herein  before-mentioned  and 
cribed,  or  any  of  them,  (except  Great  Burrougb 
Cojnmon^  otherwise  Peterborough  Great  Fen  Commoo; 
the  common  now  commonly  called  The  four  hundrel 
Acre  Common  in  Alderlands  f  Little  Borough  Fen  Com- 
mon, otherwise  Peterborough  Little  Fen  Coainioo,  other- 
wise Flagg  Fen  Common,  and  that  part  of  Sutton  Com- 
mon whicb  lies  south  of  Old  South  Eau  ;  add  also  eiccept 
all  the  lands  called  Hurt's  Grounds,  in  the  parish  of  Stand 
Ground;  and  also  all  the  lands  of  Oxney  and  Tanhdl 
Farms,  Chapel  Close,  Borough-bill  Closes,  PadhamV 
Peakirk  long  Meadows,  Peak  irk  little  Meadows,  and  tbe 
closes  adjoining  thereto :  Newark- Edgerly>  and  the  cluset 
adjoining  thereto  towards  the  west  and  north  ;  Billiogs- 
woodi  and  the  closes  adjoining  thereto,  in  tbe  parish  of 
Paston ;  the  lands  called  The  Inhams,  lying  south  of  ibc 
Folly  Bank,  and  the  closes  at  the  south  end  of  tbe  Iq* 
hams,  called  Puttock  Closes  ;  and  also  except  all  tbe 
highlands  in  Eyebury  and  Newark  ;  and  all  the  highlaodj 
in  the  parishes  of  Peterborough,  Werrington,  GliatoOi 
Peakirk  Eye,  Stand  Ground  and  Whittlesey^  or  tmy  of 
them)  by  and  with  equal  and  proportionable  yearly  rates, 
taxes  or  sums  of  money,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said 
commissioners,  or  the  major  part  of  them  that  shall  be 
present  at  any  such  yearly  general  meeting ;  so  that  the 
said  rates  or  taxes  for  the  first  four  years^  lo  be  complied 
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from  tlie  feast  of  the  nativity  of  St.  John  ibe  Baptist 
%%-liich  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  be  after  Ihe  yearly  rate  of  one 
shining  for  every  acre  of  the  lands  and  grounds  couiprized 
within  all  the  said  several  districts  or  divisions  (except  as 
is  before  excepted);  and  so  that  after  the  expiration  of 
Ihe  said  term  of  four  years  the  said  rales  or  taxes  do  not 
exceed,  in  any  one  year,  six  pence  for  every  acre  of  the 
lands  and  grounds  comprized  uilhin  all  the  said  several 
districts  or  divisions  (except  as  is  before  excepted) ;  and 
fio  that  no  part  of  the  said  lands  and  grounds  be,  at  any 
tiine^  charged  by  virtue  of  this  act,  with  any  greater  or 
lesser  rate  or  tax  than  the  rest  of  the  said  lands  are  or 
shall  be  charged  with  :  which  said  rates,  taxes  and  sums 
of  money,  so  to  be  taxed  and  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  paid  by  the  respective  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  said 
lands  or  grounds,  at  the  feast  days  of  the  nativity  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist  and  the  birth  of  our  Lord  Christ,  in 
every  year,  by  equal  half-yearly  payments,  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  the  said  commissioners,  or  the  major  part 
of  theiDj  who  shall  be  present  at  any  general  meeting, 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  order,  direct  or  appoint  the 
aame;  the  first  payment  thereof  to  be  made  at  the  feast 
day  of  the  birth  of  our  Lord  Christ  which  will  be  in  the 
said  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four ; 
and  which  said  rates  or  taxes  shall  be  subject  to  and 
chargeable  with  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
advanced,  borrowed,  raised  and  received  on  the  credit 
thereof,  in  manner  herein  after-mentioned. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  quantities  of  the 
lands  and  grounds  so  to  be  rated  and  taxed  as  aforesaid 
shall,  on  or  before  Monday  the  second  day  of  September 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  be  given  in 
to  the  surveyor,  treasurer  or  clerk,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
said  commissioners,  and  ascertained  by  the  oath  of  the 
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owners,  proprietors  or  occupiers  ibcreaf,  or  foUmni 
ailirmalioti  of  such  of  them  as  are  or  shall  be  of  ibc 
people  called  Quakers,  or  other  sufficient  wilDess  or  wit- 
nesses to  be  made  before  the  said  commissioners,  or  an? 
two  or  more  of  them  ;  (which  oath  or  affirmation  the  sai4 
commissioners,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  are  bertbj 
im powered  to  admioisLer ;)  and  if  any  of  the  said  owoen, 
proprietors  or  occupiers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in 
to  such  surveyor,  treasurer  or  clerk  a  particular  accoatit 
of  the  number  of  acres  contaioed  in  their  several  land* 
and  grounds,  and  make  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  troth 
itiereof  by  the  time  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfol 
to  and  for  the  said  commissioners,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  who  shall  be  present  at  any  general  meetiog,  to 
order  a  survey  to  be  made  by  such  person  or  persons  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  of  the  lands  and  grounds  of  the 
several  persons  who  shall  so  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  in 
such  account,  and  make  such  oath  or  affirmation  of  tl 
truth  thereof  as  aforesaid  ;  and  any  survey  which  shall 
so  made,  shall  be  sufficient  warrant  and  authority  to  the 
said  commissioners  to  ascertain  and  determine  theqaao- 
tities  of  the  lands  and  grounds  of  the  persons  so  peglecting 
or  refusing  to  give  in  such  account;  and  the  charge  of 
such  survey  shall  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  so  dc- 
glecting  or  refusing. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  taxes  and  sums  of  monej 
so  to  be  assessed,  rated,  raised  and  received  as  aforesaidi 
and  also  all  sums  of  money  to  be  borrowed  and  receiffd 
on  the  credit  thereof,  in  manner  herein  after-raentioned, 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  he  applied  and  disposed  of  by 
the  commissioners  for  putting  this  act  into  executioo,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall  be  present  at  aof 
general  meeting,  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  io 
the  first  place,  in  the  paying  and  defraying  the  cbargrs 
of  this  acl ;    and  in  the  next  place,  for  and  towards  ibt 
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genera!  works  of  draining  atid  preserving  all  llie  mid 
districts  or  divisions  herein  after-mentioned;  that  is  to 
say,  in  cleansing  out,  widening  and  dcepning  the  said 
antient  branch  of  the  river  Nene,  otherwise  Old  South 
Eau,  and  the  said  river  Old  South  Eau,  from  Crowland 
town  to  Clows  Cross  ;  the  said  river  Old  Sonlh  Eau,  from 
Clows  Cross  lo  Guyhirn  ;  the  river  Catwaler,  from  about 
twenty  feet  above  Thoniey  Cross  lo  Story's  Bar;  and  in 
making,  cleansing  out,  widening  and  deepening  a  dike  or 
drain  from  Story's  Bar  to  or  near  North  Enu  Gravel,  and 
also  the  Counter  Drain  from  the  east  end  of  the  severaU 
in  Stand  Ground  to  Guyhirn  and  Gold  Dike  and  Knar- 
lake  ;  and  the  New  South  Eau  from  Gold  Dike  to 
Throckenholt,  or  the  said  drain  between  Sutton  Common 
and  Inkerson  Fen  from  Gold  Bike  to  Throckenholt ; 
(which  the  said  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  heirs  or 
assigns*  shall  elect  or  choose  to  be  cleansed^  widened, 
and  deepened)  and  the  said  drain  on  the  south  side  of 
Throckenholt  from  such  of  the  said  drains  which  shall 
be  so  cleansed,  widened  and  deepened,  as  aforesaid,  to 
Cfows  Cross ;  and  also  in  raising,  strengthening  and 
maintaining  the  north-east  and  north  banks  of  the  said 
antient  brnnch  of  the  Nene,  otherwise  Old  South  Eau, 
and  of  the  said  river  Old  Soulh  Eau,  from  Crowland 
town  to  Dowsdale  ;  and  the  south-west  and  south  hanks 
of  the  said  rivers,  from  Crowland  town  to  Clows  Cross  ; 
and  the  west  bank  of  the  Old  South  Eau,  from  Clows 
Cross  to  Guyhirn,  in  such  manner,  and  to  such  height 
and  strength  at  least,  as  shall  be  sufticient  to  defend  the 
lands  against  a  head  of  water  which  may  arise  four  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  lands  adjoining  lo  the  said  rivers; 
and  also  in  raiding,  strengthening  and  maintaining  both 
the  banks  of  Cat  water  from  about  twenty  feet  above 
Thorney  Cross  to  Story's  Bar ;  both  the  banks  of  the  said 
drain  or  dike  from  Storj^'s  Bar  to  the  Counter  Drain  i  the 
north  bank  of  the  Counter  Drain,  from  the  cast  end  of 
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the  severals  in  Stand  Ground  to  Guyhirn  ;  bolf 
of  Gold  Dike  and  Knarlake  ;  and  either  bolh| 
of  New  South  Eau,  from  Gold   Dike  to  Thn! 
or  both  the  banks  of  the  drain  between  Suttof 
and  Inkcrson  Fen  from  Gold  Dike  to  Tbroclo 
the  election  of  the  said  Jolin  Duke  of  Bedrori 
or  assigns  ;  and  both  the  banks  of  the  drain  on 
side  of  Throckenholt,  from  such  of  the  said 
shall  be  so  elected  as  aforesaid,  to  Clows  Cw 
height  and  strength  herein  before  directed,  of 
ceming  the  banks  of  the  said  rivers  Nene  atid 
Eau ;    and  also  in  damming  up  the  Old  VVi 
east  side  of  Gold  Dike;    and  in  damming  Q] 
end  of  Gold  Dike  ;  and  also  in  making  a  daoi 
the  south  end  of  Gold  Dike,  or  at  or  near  the 
of  Knarlake ;    and   Ln  keeping  and  continoio 
drain  so  dammed  up ;  and  also  in  supporting 
and  maintainitjg  the  Pointing  Doors  now  sta 
near  the  place  where  Catwater  now  falls  iQl 
river  Old  South  Eau ;    and  also  in  scouring 
Drain  from  Clows  Cross  to  Gunlhorpe  Sluic 
heightening,  strengthening  and  maintaining  tl 
both  sides  Shire   Drain,  in  such  good  and 
manner  as  to  be  sufficient  to  convey  the  wat' 
through  the  said  several  rivers  and  drains  do^ 
thorpe  Sluice ;  and  in  erecting,  working,  supj 
repairing  so  many  engines  or  mills,  not  excec 
between  Shire  Goat,  otherwise  Hill  Sluice,  ol 
Goat  Sluice,  and  Gunthorpe  Sluice,  for  throw 
discharging  the  waters  coming  down  Shire  D 
as  the  said  comniisdionerfl,  or  the  major  part  of 
shall  be  present  at  any  such  yearly  general 
aforesaid,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  in  theii 
think   proper  and  order  to  be  erected,  sup 
worked ;  and  in  widening,  altering^  rebuildin| 
and  amending  Gunlhorpe  Sluice,  Shire  Gos 
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Sluice,  otherwise  Tid  Goat  Sluice  aforesaid,  atid  ibe 
several  bridges,  lIows  and  sluices  in  and  over  Shire  Draio, 
Old  Sooth  Eau,  Couoler  Drain,  New  Sooth  Eau,  the  said 
drain  between  Sutton  Common  and  lokerson  Fen, and  the 
said  antient  branch  of  the  Nene,  and  in  scouring  out  the 
reservoir  and  sands  at  and  near  the  outfall  from  Shire 
Drain  to  sea,  from  time  to  linie»  as  occasion  shall  require, 
and  in  making  and  maintaining  such  other  convenient 
bridges  over  Catwater  and  the  Counter  Drain,  as  the  said 
commissioners,  or  the  major  part  of  them^  who  shall  be 
present  at  any  such  yearly  general  meeting  as  aforesaid, 
in  their  discretion  shall  think  proper;  and  in  discharging 
the  wages  and  salaries  of  officers,  and  other  necessary 
expendes. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared. 
That  no  further  or  greater  sum  of  money  than  the  sum 
of  forty  shillings  shall  ever  be  allowed  or  paid  out  of  the 
money  to  be  raised  under  the  authorities  of  this  act,  for 
the  charges  or  expences  of  any  one  meeting  of  the  said 
commissioners. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  liereby  enacted  and  declared. 
That  a  sufficient  part  of  the  said  rates  and  taxes,  and  the 
money  to  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  this  act,  shall,  in 
the  first  place,  after  paying  and  defraying  the  charges  of 
this  act,  be  applied  and  disposed  of  in  cleansing  out  and 
deepening  the  said  river  Old  South  Eau,  from  Clows 
Cross  to  Guyhirn,  and  in  making,  raising  and  streogthen- 
ing  the  west  bank  thereof,  to  the  height  and  strength 
herein  before  directed,  and  in  damming  up  the  Old  Wryde 
at  the  place  aforesaid;  and  in  making.raising  and  strength- 
ening the  east  bank  of  Gold  Dike,  both  banks  of  Knarlake, 
and  in  cleansing,  widening  and  deepening  Catwater  from 
about  twenty  feet  above  Thorney  Cross  to  Store's  Bar, 
the  drain  from  Story's  Bar  to  or  near  North  Eau  Gravel, 
and  the  Counter  Drain  from  the  east  end  of  the  several* 
in  Stand  Ground  to  Guyhirn ;    and  in  making,  raising 
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and  strenglbening  the  Qorth  bank  uf  the  Cou| 
to  tlie  hcigbt  and  strength  hiTein  bcfore^^uieutu 
in  scouriug  out  the  reservoir  and  sands  al 
outfall   from  Shire  Drain  to  sea,  once  in  evcrj 
tween  Michaelmas  and  Christmas;  and  in  he 
strengthening  and  niainlainiug  the  banks  on  ] 
Shore  Drain,  in  such  good  and  substantial  ma 
be  sufticjent  to  convey  the  waters  running  tl 
said  several  rivers  and  drains  down  to  Gunthoi 
and  afterwards  in  or  about  such  of  the  other  w( 
before-mentioned^  as  the  said  commissioners  f^ 
being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall 
at  any  such  general  meeting,  shall,  in  their 
think  njost  necessary  to  be  done  for  answering 
poses  of  this  act. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacl^ 
dared,  Thai  the  dam  herein  before  directed  tf{ 
in  the  said  drain,  called  Old  Wryde,  shall  no(j 
after  removed  or  taken  away ;  but  that  the  M 
called  Old  Wryde,  shall  always  hereafter  coq 
be  dammed  up  al  the  place  aforesaid;  and  tbaf 
other  damSf  herein  before  directed  to  be  madej, 
after  so  madci  be  removed  or  taken  away. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
declared,  That  the  Counter  Drain  from  the  w 
the  severals  in  Stand  Ground^  to  the  east  end  q 
severals,  shall  be  cleansed  and  scoured  out,  fro 
time,  at  the  sole  ex  pence  of,  and  by  the  pro 
proprietors  of  the  said  severals,  for  the  time  be 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and 
Thai  if  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  widen,  al 
down  a  certain  bridge  over  Shire  Drain  aforess 
Dunlon  Hall  Bridge,  heretofore  built  by  ! 
Trafford,  Esq, ;  in  order  to  give  the  waters  a 
and  open  passage  in  and  through  the  said  draii 
ccmmiasioners  and  their  successors  shall,  bj 
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the  monies  bereby  directed  U>  be  raised  for  ibe  said 
geiicral  works  of  drainiag,  build  aaolher  bridge,  in  case 
the  same  &hal]  be  taken  down  at  the  jilace  aforesaid^  of 
the  same  sort  of  lualcrialsy  and  in  as  handsome  a  manner 
as  ihe  present  bridge;  and,  from  time  to  time,  support 
and  maintain  a  sufficient  bridge  at  the  place  aforesaid  for 
horses,  cattle,  carriages  and  passengers* 

And  it  is  hereby  furtlier  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  over  and  above  the  said  rates  and  taxes 
herein  before  authorized  and  directed  to  be  raised,  levied 
and  received  for  the  general  works  of  draining  berein  be- 
fore directed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
commissioners  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  fourth  dis- 
Irici  or  division^  or  the  major  part  of  ihem^  who  shall  be 
present  at  such  yearly  general  meeting  as  aforesaid,  then 
and  there  from  time  to  time  to  assess,  rate,  tax  and  charge 
all  and  erery  the  owner  and  owners,  occupier  and  occu- 
piers of  all  and  singular  the  lands  and  grounds  situate 
and  being  within  the  said  fourth  district  or  division,  by 
and  with  a  further  equal  and  proportionable  yearly  rate, 
tax  or  sum  of  money,  at  the  discretion  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  time  being  of  the  said  last-mentioned  dis- 
trict or  division,  or  the  major  |>art  of  them  that  shall  be 
present  at  any  such  meeting ;  so  that  such  further  or 
additional  tax  or  sum  of  money  do  not  exceed  in  any  one 
year^  for  the  two  first  years,  to  be  computed  from  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-four,  two  shillings  for  every  acre  of  the  land  or 
ground  within  the  said  last-mentioned  district  (except  as 
before  excepted)  and  so  that,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
said  term  of  two  years,  such  further  or  additional  tax  or 
sum  of  money  do  not  exceed,  in  any  one  year,  one  shilling 
for  every  acre  of  land  or  ground  within  the  said  last- 
mentioned  district  or  division^  except  as  aforesaid  :  and 
also,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
respective  commissioners  for  the  time  being  of  the  said 
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first  and  second  dislncls  or  divisions,  or  the 
of  them  respectively,  who  shall  be  present 
yearly  geoeral  meeting  as  aforesaid,  then  and 
time  to  time,  severally  and  respectively  to  a«| 
tax  and  charge  all  and  every   the  owner  mi 
occupier  and  occupiers  of  all  and  singular  tbej 
grounds,  situate  and  being  within  their  sevei 
spective  districts  or  divisions  (except  as  herei 
mentioned  to  be  excepted)  by  aod  with  a  foj 
and  proportiofiable  yearly  rate,  tax,  or  $um  of 
4he  discretion  of  the  several  and  respective  coo) 
for  the  time   being  of  and   for  the  said  lasl«4 
districts  or  divisions^  or  the  major  part  of  them 
be  present  at  any  such  yearly  geoeral  meetini 
said ;   so  that  such  further  or  additional  taic, 
money,  do  not  exceed  in  any  one  year  one  i 
every  acre  of  land  or  ground  within  the  said 
tioned  two  districts  or  divisions  respectively 
before  excepted) ;    which  said  additional  rati 
so  to  be  severally  and  respectively  taxed  or  i 
the  several  and  respective  commissioners  of  ibf 
last-mentioned  districts  or  divisions  respective 
said,  shall  be  paid  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  i 
or  grounds  comprized  in  the  said  three  distri 
signs  respectively,  to  such  person  or  persoaa»i 
or  times,  and  in  such  manner  and  proportion 
spective  commissioners  for  ilie  time  being  « 
three  districts  or  divisions  respectively,  or  the 
of  them  that  shall  be  present  at  any  such 
aforesaid,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  severally  t 
lively  order,  direct  or  appoint  the  saof>e;    m 
applied  and  disposed  of  at  the  discretion  of 
commissioners  for  each  of  the  said  three  dista 
lively,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time 
sent  at  their  respective  meetings,  in  or  abont  th 
ugrksi  banks,  diaina,  mills,  engines  and  oti 
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ad  things  aecessary  for  drainiog  each  of  the  laid  three 
istricts  or  divisioDs  res^pectively ;  and  to  or  for  qo  other 
ie  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
lid,  That  it  shall  aod  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
oinmissioners  ia  e:eDeral,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for 
le  time  beingj  who  shall  be  present  at  the  said  yearly  or 
uy  other  general  meeting,  to  make  and  widen  the  said 
rain  or  dike  from  Story's  Bar  to  or  near  North  Eau 
fravel,  and,  from  time  to  time,  to  cleaasci  widen,  raise, 
;reogthen,  build,  erect  and  support,  or  cause  to  be 
leansed,  widened,  raised,  strtnglhened,  builtj  erected  and 
ipportedi  all  such  rivers,  drains,  outlets,  dams,  banks, 
ridges,  mills,  engines  and  other  matters  and  things  herein 
efore-mentiooed,  and  particularly  directed  to  be  done  by 
lem,  for  draining  the  said  lands  and  grounds,  except  as 
efore  excepted  ;  and  also  to  take  and  use  such  earth  and 
round  near  or  adjoining  to  the  said  banks,  as  shall  be 
3cessary  for  the  making,  raising,  strengthening  and 
latntaining  thereof,  as  the  said  commissioners,  or  the 
^or  part  of  them,  who  shall  be  present  at  any  such 
bly  or  other  general  meeting,  shall  tliiok  necessary  and 
roper;  paying  such  reasonable  satisfaction  to  the  person 
ypersotis  who  have  a  right  to  the  soil  through  or  upon 
■cb  any  such  river,  drain,  outlet,  dam,  bank,  uiill  or 
Bioe  shal  I  be  made  or  erected,  and  for  such  earth  and 
Road  as  shall  be  so  taken  as  aforesaid,  fur  the  damages, 
J,  ihe  or  they  shall  iheieby  sustain,  as  shnll  be  agreed 
|Kia  between  the  said  commissioners,  or  the  major  part 

rem,  who  shall  be  present  at  any  such  general  meeting, 
the  person  or  persons  having  such  right  as  aforesaid; 
id  also^  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
■active  commissioners  of  the  said  three  last- mentioned 
Btricts  or  divisions,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the 
me  being,  who  shall  be  present  at  their  respective 
oeliogs,  from  time  to  time,  to  cleanse,  widen^  make,  cut, 
"  2  a  2 
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build,  erect,  and  tapport^  or  cmosc  to  be  clear 
ed^  made,  cut,  built,  erected  and   supportc 
banks^  bridges,  cutS|  drains*  daa^s^  outlels, 
and  other  niattert  and  tbiogs   within  their  s| 
and  respective  districts  or  divisionsp  for  dr^ 
respective  lands  and  groundf»  (except  as  befol 
and  conveying  the  waters  thereof  ialo  the 
or  drains  herein  before  particularly  allotted  an 
for  conveying  the  waters  of  the  said  three 
specttvely  to  sea,  as  the  said  cotninissioners  i 
or  the  major  part  of  them  present  at  theii 
meetings,  for  the  time  being,  shall   think 
proper,  paying  such  reasonable  satis  faction  Ml 
or  persons  who  have  a  right  to  the  soil  throil 
which  any  such  cut,  drain,  dam,  bank  or  oiit| 
made,  or  whereupon  any  such  engines  or  mi 
erected,  for  the  damages  he,  she  or  they  s| 
tustain,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  the  9 
sioners  respectively,  or  the  major  part  of  then 
the  time  being,  and  the  person  or  persons  havii 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  said  commissioners  i 
the  respeclive  commissioners  for  the  three  lai 
districts,  or  the  major  part  of  them  present 
spective  meetings,  for  ihe  time  being,  and  bo 
persons  having  right  as  aforesaid,  cannot  a^ 
ing  the  amount  of  such  damages,  then  the  s 
assessed  and  adjudged  by  the  justices  of  the 
major  part  of  iheni,  at  their  next  or  any  < 
Quarter  Sessions  of  ibe  Peace,  to  be  bolder 
of  Ely,  or  county  where  such  damage  shall ' 
are  hereby  authorized,  im powered  and  req 
amine  into,  hear  and  delermioe  the  same;  s 
mioation  which  shall  be  so  made  by  the  tai 
their  Quarter  Sessions  as  aforesaid,  shall 
conclusive  to  all  parties. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  hereby  fttrthie 


Af»M£!<fDtX. 

ieclared  by  the  aathorily  aforesaid,  That  nothiDg  id  this 
a  contamcd  shall  extend,  or  be  coostrued  to  extend,  to 
;ive  the  cotrrmisfiioners  fur  putting  this  act  into  execa- 
ioD,  or  any  of  them»  any  right,  power  or  authority  to 

elude  the  herein  before  excepted  farms,  lands  and 
Commons,  or  any  of  them,  by  any  dams  or  other  works 
b  be  iiiade^  from  the  use  of  the  several  and  respective 
kMH  drains  hereafter  to  be  made  use  of  for  the  general 
Iraitiing  of  ibe  first,  second  and  fourth  districts  respec- 
iveJy. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
laid.  That  all  owners  and  occupiers  of  land:j  'j'^^S  ^^^ 

ing  within  the  said  first,  second  and  fourth  districts  or 
i visions  aforesaid,  shall,  from  time  to  time^  and  at  all 
mes  hereafter,  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  all  the  outring 
KT  division  dikes  or  drains  belonging  to  them  respectively, 
if  a  sufficieiit  depth,  and  of  the  breadth  or  wideness  of 
line  feet  at  the  least;  and  shall  also^  from  time  to  time^ 
tnd  at  all  times  hereafter,  cause  the  same  drains  or  dikes 

be  weH  and  effectually  roaded,  scoured  and  cleansed 
fom  weeds  and  other  rubbish  and  obstructions,  and  cause 
bridges  or  tun  nets  to  be  laid  therein  where  necessary,  for 
he  better  issuing*  running  and  conveying  away  the  waters 
lierein  ;  and  if  any  such  owner  or  occupier  shall  not, 
ritbin  fourteen  days  next  after  notice  and  direction  to 
r  for  him  or  her  given  or  left  in  that  behalf,  in  writing 
nder  the  hands  of  two  or  more  of  the  commissioners  for 
he  district  or  division  where  such  lands  lie  respectively, 
•ause  and  procure  such  drains  or  dikes  to  be  ruaded, 
kroured,  cleansed,  deepened  and  widened  respectively, 
[nd  such  tunnels  and  bridges  to  be  laid  in  pursoance  of 
nd  according  to  such  notice  and  direction;  the  said 
commissioners  for  the  district  or  division  whereia  such 

ork  it  directed  to  be  done  as  aforesaid,  or  any  two  or 
Dore  of  them,  shall  and  may,  and  ihey  are  hereby  aa- 
rized  and  required  to  cause  the  same  to  be  doue  in  a 
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proper  and  effectual  manner,  and  by  warract  I 
bands  and  seals,  or  the  hands  and  seals  of 
more  of  tbem,  to  authorize  or  impower  theirs 
col  lectors,  or  any  other  person  or  personal 
raise  the  charge  and  expence  of  doing  thereof 
and  sale  of  such  goods  and  chattels  as  shall 
thereafter  be  found  on  the  lands  or  ground 
such  drain<%  or  dikesi  bridges  or  tunnels,  «fai 
or  belong  ;   rendering  the  overplus,  if  any, 
or  owners  thereof- 

And  whereas  the  said  John  Duke  of 
and  absolute  owner  and  proprietor  of  all  thi 
grounds  comprized  in  the  said  third  district  i 
now  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  autH 
said.  That  it  «ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  | 
John  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  heirs  and  assigoif 
to  time,  to  cleanse*  widen,  make,  cut,  build 
support,  or  cause  to  be  cleansed,  widened  J 
built,  erected  and  supported,  all  such  banks^^ 
dams,  outlets,  mills,  engines  and  other  matteri 
within,  upon,  and  through  the  said  third  dtM 
sion,  for  the  drairiing  and  defending  the  saixi( 
veying  the  waters  thereof  into  the  several  rif 
herein  before  particularly  allotted  and  appoitl 
veying  the  waters  of  the  said  third  district  U 
said  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  heirs  or  M 
think  necessary  or  proper. 

And  whereas  the  said  Thomas  Orby  Haul 
the  manor  of  Crowland,  and  owner  and  prof 
the  lands  and  grounds  comprized  in  the  said 
except  about  four  hundred  acres  which  are  ' 
of  Beverley  Butler,  Esq.  and  eighteen  acres 
by  the  parson  of  Crowland  for  the  time  beii 
acres  called  Place  Yard;  but  all  which  landf 
cannot  be  drained  according  to  the  intentiof 
but  through  some  of  the  drains,  banks  or  werl 
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la  the  ioid  Thomas  Orby  HuDter;  now  it  is  hereby  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  afcM-esaid,  That  it  shall  aad 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Thoimas  Orby  Hunteip 
his  heirs  and  assigns^  from  time  to  ttine^  to  cleanup 
widen,  make,  cut,  biiild^  erect  and  support,  or  cause  to 
be  cleansed,  widened,  made,  cut,  huill,  erected  and  sup- 
ported, all  such  banks,  cuts,  drains,  dams,  outlets,  millsi 
engines  and  other  matters  and  things,  within,  upon  and 
through  the  lands  and  grounds  within  the  said  last* 
mentioned  district  or  division  contaiaed,  for  the  draining 
and  defending  the  same,  and  conveying  the  wateri 
thereof  into  the  several  riveri  or  drains  herein  before 
particularly  allotted  and  appointed  for  conveying  the 
waters  of  the  said  fifth  district  to  sea,  as  the  said  Thomas 
Orby  Hunter,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  think  necessary 
or  proper  ;  except  within,  upon  or  through  the  lands  of 
the  said  Beverley  Butler,  unless  the  consent  of  the  said 
Beverley  Batkr,  or  of  hiro^  her  or  them  to  whom  the 
freehold  inheritance,  remainder  or  reversion  of  thai  bis 
estate,  shall  hereafter  of  right  come,  belong,  or  appertain, 
be  first  had  or  obtained  in  writing,  for  the  doing  any 
work  or  works  whatsoever  thereon. 

And  further  it  is* hereby  enacted  and  declared,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Beverley 
Butler,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  erect  and  support  upon 
Ibe  sofilh  part  of  his  said  four  hundred  acres  before* 
mentioned,  one  mill  for  the  better  draining  the  waters 
llierefrd«»  through  Dowsdale  Bank  into  the  said  river 
Old  Sooth  Eau,  if  the  said  Beverley  Butler^  his  heirs  or 
assigns*  ^hail  think  proper. 

Provided  always  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
and  declared,  That  no  cut,  river,  drain  or  outlet,  mill, 
engine  o€  other  device,  shall  be  made,  cat,  set  up,  ased^ 
or  employed  tot  the  throwing,  liraining,  or  conveying 
away  the  waters  of  any  particular  district  or  division,  by 
virtue  of  or  under  the  authorities  aforesaid,  but  such  oolj 
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as  shall  lead,  tbrow,  or  convey  the  waters  of  each  dblncl 
or  division  respectively  into  the  particular  rivers  or  dnm 
herein  before  particularly  allotted  and  appointed  for  Ike 
conveying  the  waters  of  each  of  the  said  five  dbtrictior 
divisions  respectively,  into  and  through  Shire  Drain  to 
sea.  And  that  no  mill  or  mills^  engine  or  eogiDes^  or 
other  device^  shall  be  worked|  used,  or  employed  for  the 
throvving  of  the  waters  from  any  of  the  said  disUiciior 
divisions,  at  any  titne  or  limes  when  the  waters  in  thi^ 
said  river  Old  South  Eau  shall  he  more  than  four  f«4| 
above  the  level  of  the  soil  in  the  North  Level  near  the 
said  river,  opposite  to  Whaploade  Common. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared,  That  if^ 
any  mill  or  mills,  engine  or  engines^  or  other  device,  shft 
be  worked,  used  or  employed  for  the  throwing,  draioiog 
or  conveying  away  the  waters  from  any  particular distnd 
or  division,  contrary  lo  the  proviso  herein  before  lait 
contained,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  com* 
missioners  for  putting  this  act  into  execution,  or  any  two 
or  more  of  them,  upon  proof  thereof  on  the  oaths  of  l»o 
or ^m ore  credible  witnesses  (which  oaths  any  two  or  mott 
of  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  impowered  to  id- 
minister)  by  warrant  under  their  hands,  to  order  aod 
cause  the  going  or  working  of  all  and  every  such  mill 
and  milb,  engine  and  engines,  or  other  device^  lo  be 
stopped  and  discontinued  till  the  waters  in  ibe  said  river 
Old  South  Eau  shall  be  so  abated  as  not  to  be  four  feel 
above  the  level  aforesaid  ^  and  when  and  so  soon  as  tbe 
waters  shall  be  so  abated,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  lo 
and  for  the  commissioners  for  putting  this  act  into  exe- 
cution, or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  and  they  are  herebjr 
authorized  and  required  to  give  authority,  under  ihdr 
bands,  for  the  working  of  the  milt  or  mills,  engioe  or 
engines,  that  shall  have  been  so  stopped  as  aforesaid. 

And,  to  the  end  the  said  rates  and  taxes  may  be  more 
easily  and  effectually  collected  and  received,  be  it  fur* 
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Hher  enacted  by  the  authorily  aforesaid,  Thai  all  and 
every  the  tenants  and  occapiers  of  the  lands  and  grounds 
which  shall   be  assessed  or  rated  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  required  and  made  liable  to  pay 
all  and  every  such  sum  and  snius  of  money  as  shall  be 
8o  assessed  and  rated  upon  the  lands  and  grounds  io  their 
respective  occupations ;  and  in  case  of  such  payment  by  «adiuch  issra 
any    tenant   or    tenants,    who   shall   hold  the    lands    or  ^^edincttlic 
grounds  by  him  or  them  occupied  at  a  rack-rent,  such  »»•• 
tenant  or  tenants  so  holding  his  or  their  lands  or  grounds 
at  a  rack-rent,  shall  be  at  liberty^  and  are  hereby  im- 
powered  to  deduct  and  retain  out  of  his  or  their  rent  all 
such  rates,  taxes,  or  sums  of  money  as  they  shall  so  re- 
Ipectively  pay  as  aforesaid;  and  the  several  and  respec- 
tive landlords  or  owners  of  such  lands  or  grounds,  are 
hereby  required  to  allow  such  deductions  and  payments 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  residue  of  their  rents ;  and  all 
and  every  tenant  and  tenants  so  holding  at  a  rack-rent, 
and  paying  such  assessment  or  rate,  shall   be  acquitted 
and  discharged  from  and  against  his,  her,  or  their  land- 
lord or  land  fords,  of  and  from  so  much  money  as  the 
assessments  or  rates  by  him  or  them  so  paid  as  aforesaid 
shall  amount  nuto>  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  if  the 
same  had  been  actually  paid  to  his,  her,  or  their  land- 
lord or  landlords. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted   and  de«  The  deduction 
clared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  lessee  or  ten-  anta  under 
ant  of  any  lands  or  grounds  charged  with  the  said  taxes,  ^»»*»opi*  Ua»c», 
who  shall  hold  the  same  by  virtue  of,  or  under  any  lease 
from  any  bishop  or  collegiate  church  or  college,  or  any 
ecclesiastical    corporation,    sole    or   aggregate,  or   the 
trustees  of  the  charity  of  Peterborough,  or  other  bene- 
ficial lease  whatsoever,  shall  be  intitled  to  deduct  the 
taxes  chargeable  by  this  act  out  of  the  rent  reserved  and 
payable  by  any  such  lease  to  his,  her,  or  their  landlord 
or  landlords  i  but  the  said  taxes  shall  be  charged  upon, 
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borne^  and  paid  by  the  essees  orieoanls  %o  boldto^  lodb 
liuida  or  graornis  under  any  such  lease  as  alorcsaid;  any 
thing  hereafter  before  cootained  Lo  the  cootrary  ihet^f 
riotwitIisl;iiiding. 

And  be  it  fiuthtr  enacted  by  the  authority  afortiiid, 
That  if  any  person  ur  persons  shall  refuse  or  negleel  to 
pay  the  respective  rates,  tsixeSi  or  sums  of  money,  which 
shall  be  taxed,  charged,  or  assessed  upon  hiiti,  her^or 
ibem,  or  ihe  lands  or  grounds  in  his,  her,  or  their  poii€t> 
sion  or  occupation,  by  virtue  of  and  under  the  povtn 
and  aulboriUes  of  this  act,  wilhin  twetity-ooe  days  next 
after  the  same  shall  become  due  and  payable,  and  de- 
mand made  thereof  by  the  collector  or  collectors  tp- 
pointed  to  receive  the  same,  at  the  lands  or  grouodi 
charged  therewith,  or  the  dwe]liog*house  of  the  teoant  or 
occupier  thereof^  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful  to  and  for 
such  collector  or  collectors,  or  for  any  other  persoo  or 
persona,  by  virtue  of  any  warrant  or  precept,  aoderihc 
hands  and  seals  of  any  6ve  or  more  of  the  said  comcoii- 
siooers  (which  said  warrant  or  precept  such  cociiuii»- 
sioners,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  in- 
powered  and  required,  from  lime  ta  lime^  lo  mmke^u 
oecasion  shall  require)  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  laodi 
or  grounds  so  rated  and  taiced  as  aforesaid,  in  posses- 
sion of  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  so  make  default 
in  payment  as  aforesaid^  and  all  messuages  or  leneiDeats 
thereupon  standings  or  thereunto  belonging,  with  tht 
appurtenances,  and  to  levy  the  sum  or  sums  of  moaej 
by  him,  her,  or  I  hem  payable  for  such  rate  or  tax,  by 
distress  of  the  goods  and  chattels  which  shall  he  foond 
on  the  premisses  so  charged  with  any  such  rate  ot  tax  id 
anearas  aforesaid;  and  in  case  no  sufficient  distrettOMl  < 
he  found  on  the  premisses,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  ta  fl 
and  for  such  collector  or  collectors,  or  other  person  or 
persons,  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  or  precept  as  afore- 
said, to  levy  all  arraars  of  the  said  taxes,  by  distress  of 
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the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  person  or  persona  so  mak- 
ing default  ID  payment  as  aroresaid^  which  shall  be  found 
in  any  other  place  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  goods  and  chattels  so  distrained  to  impound  on 
the  premissea,  or  lake,  lead,  drive,  carry  away,  and  keep 
for  the  space  of  (i^e  days,  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  leanng  at  such  messuage  or 
tenement,  grounds  or  premisses,  notice  in  writing  of  the 
cause  of  such  distress;  and  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  so  distrained  shall  not  pay  the  sum 
or  sums  of  money  so  assessed  or  rated^  and  in  arrear  as 
aforesaid,  with  all  charges  attending  such  distress,  or  re- 
plevy the  goods  and  chaUels  so  distrained,  with  sufficient 
sureties  to  be  given  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  or  high 
bailiff  of  the  Isle  of  Elvi  according  to  the  laws  now  in 
being  for  distresses  in  cases  of  non-payment  of  rent 
within    fi^e    days   next    after  such    distress    made,    and  Diatress  tnif 

be  sold  witliici 

Doiice  thereof  given  as  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons  a^e  dsj^ 
to  distraining  shall  and  may,  with  the  sheriff  or  under- 
fberiff  of  the  county,  bailiff  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  or  consta* 
ble  or  head  borough  of  the  parish  where  such  distress 
sbaU  be  made  (who  are  hereby  required  to  assist  ihereio)^ 
cause  the  goods  and   chattels  so  distrained  to  be  ap* 

b  praised  by  two  or  more  indifferent  persons,  to  be  sworn 
by  such  sheriB^  under-sheriff,  bailiff,  constable,  or  head- 
borough,  (who  are  hereby  impowered  to  administer  such 
oath)  to  appraise  the  same  according  to  the  best  of  their 
judgment;  and  after  such  appraisement,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  such  collector  or  collectors,  or  other 
person  or  persons  making  such  tlistress,  to  sell  the  goods 
and  chattels  so  distrained  for  the  best  price  that  can  he 
got  for  the  same,  for  and  towards  satisfaction  of  the 
monies  for  which  such  distress  shall  be  so  made,  and  the 
charges  of  taking,  keeping,  appraising,  and  selling  the 
goods  and  chattels  so  distrained,  leaving  the  overplus,  if 
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any,  in  the  hands  of  such  Bheriff,  under-sheriff,  biib 
constable,  or  headboruagh,  for  the  owner's  use. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declaredly' 
That  in  case  any  of  the  said  lands  and  grounds  shall,  it 
any  time  hereafter,  be  untenanted  or  unoccupied,  so  that 
no  sufficient  distress  can  be  found  for  lev}  ing  the  taid 
rates  and  taxes,  then  the  lands  and  grounds  chargeable 
therewith,  shall  always  remain  a  security  for  pay  meat 
thereof;  and  all  goods  and  chattels,  which  shall  at  anjf^ 
time  thereafter  be  found  thereon,  shall  and  may  be  dii^ 
trained,  impounded,  kept,  appraised,  and  sold  in  oianocr 
aforesaid,  until  all  arrears  uf  the  said  rates  and  laxtMf, 
and  the  charges  of  such  distress,  shall  be  fully  paid 
satisfied* 

And  forasmuch  as  the  monies  so  to  be  yearly  rated,| 
levied,  and  collected  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  will  not  at 
present  be  sufficient  for  answering  the  charge  and  ex- 
pence  of  the  said  general  works  of  draining  and  preserv- 
ing the  said  lands  and  grounds,  and  other  the  purpoaes 
aforesaid;  and  for  defraying  the  reasonable  charges  ia 
and  about  the  passing  this  act;  it  is  hereby  further  eo* 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  owners  or  occupiers  of  the 
said  lands  and  grounds  comprized  within  the  said  several  h 
and  respective  districts  or  divisions,  or  anj'  of  them,  or  V 
for  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  advance  and  pay  to 
the  said  commissioners,  t>r  their  treasurer  for  the  time 
being,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  in  lie 
whole  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  pounds,  for  the 
absolute  purchase  of  any  certain  annuity  or  annuities,  to 
be  paid  and  payable  during  the  terra  of  thirty^  years,  or 
for  the  life  of  any  single  person,  as  the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  the  major  part  of  theiiit  for  the  time  being, 
who  shall  be  present  at  their  said  yearly  or  any  other 
general  meeting,  shall,  from   lime  tu  time,  think  fit;  to 
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fimence  res  pec  lively  from  the  respective  limes  such 
money  shall  be  paid  or  advanced,  and  to  be  computed  at 
such  rate  or  rates  as  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  said  com- 
missioners fur  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  Lhem* 
who  shall  be  present  at  such  yearly  or  any  other  general 
•  meeting  as  aforesaid,  with  the  person  or  persons  paying 
or  advancing  such  money,  so  as  the  rate  or  rates  so  to 
be  agreed  on  for  any  such  annuity  or  annuities  for  thirty  Annriltlc*  for 

"^     J  "^1      ♦  1  i-  thiny  ve*re  not 

years^  do  not  exceed  six  pounds  per  annum  tor  any  sum  to  exceed  6/, 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  proportionably  for  any  i^^^j^^^^'^l 
greater  or  less  sum ;  and  so  as  the  rate  or  rates  so  to  he 
agreed  on  for  any  such  annuity  or  annuities  for  the 
single  life  of  any  one  person  do  not  exceed  seven  pound^i 
f  per  centum  per  annum^  and  proportionably  for  any 
greater  or  less  sum  ;  and  the  purchase  money  for  every 
such  annuity,  at  the  rate  aforesaid,  is  hereby  appointed 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  commissioners,  or  their  treasurer 
for  the  time  being,  at  such  times  also  as  shall  for  that  | 

purpose  be  agreed  on  by  and  between  the  said  parties: 
all  which  annuities  shall  be  paid  and  payable  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  tbe  same,  their  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns^  by  even  and  equal  half-yearly  portions ;  the  first 
payment  thereof  to  be  due  at  the  end  of  six  calendar 
months  from  the  time  of  paying  the  purchase  money  for 
tbe  same. 

And,  to  the  intent  the  said  annuities  may  be  eflfec- 
lually  secured,  and  duly  and  regularly  paid,  it  is  hereby 
lurther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  ten  or  more  of  them^  for  the  time 
being,  ma^'  and  shall,  at  any  of  the  said  general  meet- 
ings, by  proper  instruments  or  deeds,  under  their  respec- 
tive hands  and  seals,  grant  such  annuities,  to  be  issuing 
oat  of  the  said  yearly  rates  or  taxes,  or  any  part  or  parts 
thereof,  for  such  principal  sums  as  jshall  be  so  advanced 
as  aforesaid  (the  charge  of  such  grants  to  be  borne  and 
paid  out  of  tbe  said  taxes);  and  all  such  annuities  shall  and  lo  be  tux- 
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be  free  and  exempt  from  all  parliatnenUiry  and  odMi 
taxes,  duties  and  assessnieots  whatsoever* 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  fat llier  eoadrf, 
That  if  the  said  comiiussioners,  or  the  major  psirt  of  tbfsii, 
for  the  time  being,  who  shall  be  present  at  any  %mk 
genera]  meeting  as  aforesaid,  shall,  instead  of  gratllipg 
such  auDuities  as  aforesaid,  jinlge  it  more  adviseaUel* 
borrow  money  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  repayable  vikll 
ititercht,  uL  times  to  be  agreed  on ;  or  shall  think  U  pi^ 
per  to  grant  anauities  in  part,  and  borrow  money  inolber 
part,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  then  it  shall  and  mty 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  commissioners,  or  the  major 
part  of  them^  fur  the  time  being,  who  shall  be  pres«50t  it 
any  such  general  meeting  as  aforesaid,  to  borrow,  txke 
up  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  that  they  skill 
think  proper,  and  to  mortgage,  charge,  assign  ajideon* 
vey  or  incumber  the  said  rates  or  taxes,  so  to  be  assessed 
and  levied  for  the  said  general  works  of  draining  la 
aforesaid,  or  any  pan  or  parts  thereof,  with  and  fur  Ike 
re- payment  of  the  sums  so  borrowed,  with  such  iolmttit 
at  such  timesi  and  with  such  provisoes,  and  coi 
of  redemption,  as  shall  be  agreed  on;  so,  aev( 
that  the  principal  money  so  to  be  borrowed,  logetW 
with  the  money  received  for  the  purchase  of  any  anuoi 
ties,  bhall  never  exceed  in  the  whole  the  principal  suuiof' 
fourteen  thousand  pounds,  and  »o  as  the  iuterc^t  for  the 
monies,  so  to  be  borrowed  by  way  of  mortgage  lus  aim* 
said,  do  not  exceed  the  rate  of  live  pounds  per 
per  annum. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared.  Thai  all 
and  every  sum  and  sums  of  mouey  which  shall  he  raited, 
borrowed  or  received,  by  the  said  commissioners,  oraaj 
of  theui,  or  their  treasurer  or  treasurers,  for  the  purchase 
of  any  such  annuity  or  annuities,  or  by  way  of  loan  or 
mortgage  as  aforesaid^  shall  be  applied  and  disposed  of 
in  such  and  the  said  mauncr,  as  the  rates  and  taxes  U> 
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be  assessed  and  levied  by  virtue  of  and  under  the  autho- 
rity of  this  acty  for  the  said  general  works  of  draining^ 
are  or  ought  to  have  been  applied  and  disposed  of,  in 
case  no  such  animity  bad  been  granted,  and  no  such 
mortgage  made* 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared^  That 
the  rate^,  taxes  and  sums  of  money  hereby  enacted  to  be 
paid  for  the  said  general  works  of  draining,  by  the  owners 
or  occupiers  of  the  laods^  grounds  and  premis^ei  afore- 
saidf  or  such  part  or  parts  thereof,  as  shall  be  particularly 
charged  or  incumbered  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  charged  and 
chargeable^  in  the  first  place^  with  and  for  the  payment 
of  ftuch  annuities,  and  all  arrears  thereof,  and  of  such 
jDortgage  monies,  and  the  interest  thereof,  from  time  to 
lime ;  and  shull  vest  in  the  respective  anouitaols  and 
mortgagees,  upon  default  of  payment  of  such  annuities, 
and  mortgage  monies  and  inlerest^  until  the  sauie  shall 
be  fully  paid  and  sai/isfied,  together  with  the  costs  and 
charges  occasioned  by  the  non-pajment  of  the  same; 
and  the  said  annuitants  and  mortgagees  re»pectively, 
their  respective  executors,  adininistrators,  and  assigns, 
#haU  have  the  same  power^  rights  and  privileges,  of  rais- 
ing and  recovering  the  taxes  and  suois  of  money,  pay- 
able by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  said  Jands^ 
grounds,  and  premissejs  aforesaid,  fur  and  tu  respect  q(  the 
«aid  annuities,  and  mortgage  monies,  and  interest.  In 
case  of  default  of  payment  thereof,  as  ibe  said  commis- 
sioners or  their  collectors  could  have  had,  in  case  the 
aaid  annuities  and  mortgage  monies  had  been  regularly 
and  fully  paid  and  satistied. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  the  said  annul* 
•lies  tball  be  deemed  personal  estates;  and  that  the  same 
annuities,  and  the  said  mortgages,  and  mortgage  monies, 
shall  and  may  be  assignable  or  iransferrable  by  indorse* 
Bent  on  the  original  grant  or  security  thereof,  or  other* 
wtse^  without  stamps  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  ^ 
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and  the  perflon  or  perauns  to  whom  such  trantfer  or 
assignmetit  shall  be  made,  rroni  and  after  the  lime  that 
the  same  is  entered  in  a  book  or  books  to  be  kept  for  tfa&t 
purpose,  as  bereiaafter  is  directed  (which  entry  U  herebj 
required  Lo  be  made  opoii  rcqoe^t,  and  producing  such 
assignment,  and  paying  two  shilliogs  and  six  peace  for 
every  such  entry)  shall  be  well  and  sufficiently  intilM 
to  such  annuity  or  annuitie*^,  mortgage  tDOQiei,  aad 
interest,  and  all  the  monies  due  and  to  grow  due  thercoo. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  such  assignee 
or  assignees,  and  every  after  assignee  and  assignees,  *hiill 
and  may  in  like  manner,  by  indorsement  or  other»iie, 
without  stamp,  assign  and  make  over  such  anDiutjror 
annuities^  mortgage  or  mortgages,  and  mortgage-motiiei, 
so  assigned  as  aforesaid,  and  so  ioties  quotitB^  as  occasion 
shall  require ;  every  such  assignment  being  entered  iti 
such  book  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore* 
said.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  cause  proper 
books  to  be  raadej  and  kept  by  their  clerk  or  cleik*, 
treasurer  or  treasurers,  for  the  time  being,  for  the  regii- 
tering  all  sums  of  money  which  shall  be  paid  and  ad- 
vanced for  the  purchasing  such  annuities,  or  by  way  of 
loan  or  mortgage  as  aforesaid ;  wherein  the  said  com- 
missioners shall,  from  time  to  time^  cause  due  and  regulsf 
entries  to  he  made  of  the  sums  paid  or  advanced,  the  times 
when  paid,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  paying  the  same, 
and  the  annnities  or  rates  of  interest  payable  for  or  in 
respect  thereof;  and  also  the  dates  of  all  assign mentf 
thereof,  and  the  persons  names  to  whom  assigned;  and 
also  the  times  when  any  such  annuity  shall  determine,  ot 
any  such  principal  sum  shall  he  paid  off  and  discharged. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  tod 
declared,  That  no  sum  or  sums  of  tnoney  whatsoever  sball 
be  agreed  for,  taken  up,  or  borrowed,  for  the  purchase  of 
any  such  annuityi  or  by  way  of  loan  or  mortgage  as  afore- 
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said,  by  the  said  commissioners  at  any  sucb  tneetttig  as 

aforesaid,   unless  forty  commissioners  at  least  ihall  be 

then  and    there   (iresent,  and  conseiiLiiig  and   agreeing 

thereto ;  and  that  no  further  or  greater  sum  or  sums  of 

money  shall  he  so  agreed  for^  taken  up.  or  borrowed,  by 

the    said  commissioners,  or  any   of  theiD,  at  any  one 

meeting,  than  the  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds  in  the 

whole. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  When  the 

declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  and  so  "  determined 

soon  as  all  the  annuities  which  shall  be  t'ran ted  under  J^*  "*«»  »*/ 

^  be  reduced. 

the  powers  and  authorities  aforesaid^  shall  be  determined^ 
and  all  arrears  thereof  paid,  and  all  the  monies  which 
shall  be  borrowed  under  the  powers  aforesaid,  and  all 
interest  due  for  the  same^  shall  be  paid  off  and  satisfied^ 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  cominis- 
sioners  in  general,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall 
be  present  at  their  said  yearly  general  meeting,  on  the 
said  first  Monday  in  July,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  im powered,  from  time  to  time,  to  lessen  and  reduce 
the  rates  and  taxes  which  shall  be  rated  or  assessed  for 
the  said  general  works  of  draining,  in  pursuance  of  this 
acty  to  such  sum  or  sums  of  money^  and  in  such  manner, 
as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall  be  present 
at  such  yearly  general  meeting,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
think  proper ;  any  thing  herein  before-mentioned  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Adjoamments 
That  the  said  commissioners  in  general  for  the  time  *?  com^^T 
being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall  be  present  at  "^acrs- 
any  such  yearly  or  other  general  meeting,  shall  and  may 
from  time  to  time  adjourn  themselves  to  meet  at  such 
other  time  or  times,  at  the  same  place,  as  they,  or  the 
major  part  of  them  present,  shall  think  fit;  and  the  said 
commissioners   aho  shall  and  may  meet  at  any  other 
time,  for  putting  this  act  in  execution,  as  often  tkS  shall 
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be  necessary,  or  required  by  any  five  or  more  of  the  ttid 
commissioners  ;  fourteen  days  notice  being  given  of 
every  such  meeting  in  the  Cambridge  and  Stamfoid 
weekly  newspapers,  so  long  as  any  sach  newspapers  sbsl 
continue  to  be  published,  and  in  some  one  or  more  of  the 
evening  posts  published  in  London. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared  by  the  anthofiij 
aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  in  general,  or  ikc 
major  part  of  them^  who  shall  be  present  at  the  nid 
yearly  meeting  on  the  said  first  Monday  in  July,  oi  st 
any  other  general  meeting  to  be  had  by  ad^arnnent,  or 
otherwise,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  aforesaid,  are  heielij 
impowered  to  make  and  give  such  rules>  orders,  and 
directions,  for  the  better  and  more  orderly  managemcat 
of  the  general  works  of  draining,  hereia  before  parties- 
larly  directed,  and  every  thing  relating  thereto;  and  to 
make  and  enter  into  such  contracts  for  the  perforaa 
of  any  such  work  or  works,  and  for  snpplj'iDg 
for  the  same^  as  the}*,  or  the  major  part  of  thea  preaeat, 
in  their  discretions  shall  think  proper ;  and  also  at  any 
such  yearly  general  meeting,  on  the  said  first  Monday  ia 
July,  to  name  and  appoint  a  secretary  or  clerk,  and  oac 
or  more  treasurer  or  treasurers,  and  one  or  more  surveyor 
or  surveyors  of  their  works,  and  one  or  more  collector  or 
collectors,  receiver  or  receivers,  of  the  said  rates  and  taset, 
an  officer  to  be  resident  at  Clows  Cross  herein  after- 
mentioned,  and  such  other  proper  officer  or  officea  ss 
they  shall  think  needful  for  the  taking  care  of  such  worb, 
and  for  collecting,  receiving,  and  safe  keeping  the  ratci 
and  taxes  so  to  be  assessed  and  levied  as  aforesaid ;  vai 
to  allow  and  appoint,  to  be  paid  to  such  officers  oat  of 
the  said  rates  and  taxes,  such  yearly  or  other  wagc^ 
salaries,  and  rewards  for  their  trouble  and  pains  in  tkeir 
respective  offices,  as  the  said  commissioners,  or  themajoi 
part  of  them  that  shall  be  present  at  any  such  yearlj 
general  meeting,  shall  think  reasonable  and  proper;  and 
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also  for  the  said  commissioners,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
who  shall  be  present  at  any  general  meeting  to  be  had 
by  adjournment,  or  otherwise,  from  time  to  time,  to  re- 
move and  displace  all  or  any  of  the  said  officers,  and  and  may  re- 
appoint others  in  their  places  or  steads,  as  often  as  they  ™' 
shall  see  cause :  and  all  and  every  such  treasurer  or  trea- 
surers, and  collector  or  collectors,  receiver  or  receivers,  so 
to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  before  they  shall  act  in  the 
execution  of  their  several  offices,  shall  give  security  to  Officers  to  gi?e 
the  said  commissioners,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  in  '^^^^^^y* 
trust  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  for  the  due  execution  of 
their  respective  offices  and  trusts,  as  the  commissioners, 
or  the  major  part  of  them  who  shall  be  present  at  any 
such  general  meeting,  shall  in  their  discretions  think  fit; 
so  that  the  security  to  be  given  by  every  such  treasurer 
be  not  for  less  than  one  thousand  pounds  for  himself, 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  penalty  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  each ;  and  so  that  the  security  to  be  given 
by  every  such  collector  6t  receiver'  be  not  for  less  than 
three  hundred  pounds  for  himself,  with  two  sufficient 
sureties,  in  the  perialty  of  one  hundred  pounds  each. 

And  to  the  end  that  it  may  appear,  from  time  tc    <me.  Accounts  to  be 
what  money  hath  been  raised,  levied  and  collected  for  a^^mcB^ 
the  said  general  works  of  draining  by  virtue  of  this  act,  receipts,  and 
and  how  the  same  hath  been  applied ;   be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  commissioners 
fi(|>pointed  to  put  this  act  in  execution  shall  cause  one  or 
iHore  fair  and  regular  book  or  books  of  assessment  of  the 
said  rates  and  taxes,  so  to  be  assessed  for  the  said  general 
works  of  draining,  and  one  or  more  fair  and  regular  book 
or  books  of  receipts  of  the  money  which  shall  arise  and 

be  received  therefrom,  and  of  the  disbursements  thereof 

f 

to  be  provided  and  kept  by  their  treasurer  or  treasurers, 
collectors  or  other  officers  j  wherein  shall  be  fairly  and 
regularly  entered  all  and  every  sum  and  sums  of  money 
that  shall  be  assessed,  collected  or  received,  by  virtue  of 
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or  under  the  authority  of  this  act  i  and  how,  * 
wbotn  aiid  for  what  the  samei  or  any  part  thei 
heen  paid,  applied  or  disposed  of-  ^| 

-And,  to  the  eud^  that  the  said  accounts  may 
examioed  |  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authotl 
said.  That  once  in  every  year,  on  the  day  here 
appointed  for  the  said  yearly  general  meetingji 
surer  or  treasurers,  collector  or  collectors,  or  it 
receivers  for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  rates  an 
money  so  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  for  the  sai 
works  of  draining,  shall  attend  and  deliver  U 
com  tu  is  si  oners,  at  their  said  yearly  general  tnei 
copies  of  their  several  books  of  account  of  ih 
and  disbursemenls  of  all  auch  sums  of  mom 
have  been  collected  or  received  by  them  respe4 
vktue  of  this  act,  from  the  first  Monday  in 
next  before  to  that  time;  and  the  said  com  mis 
the  major  pari  of  them,  who  shall  be  preset 
yearly  general  meeting,  shall  then  and  there  y 
and  choose,  nominate  and  appoint,  a  committi 
least  of  the  said  commissioners,  whereof  two  at 
be  out  of  each  of  the  said  five  districts,  to  exai 
and  adjust  the  said  accounts,  and  report  th< 
thereof  to  the  said  commissioners^  at  any  i 
general  meeting;   and  the  treasurer  or  treat 
collector  or  collectors,  or  receiver  or  receivers, 
rates  and  sums  of  money  so  to  be  raised  as  af 
the  said  general  works  of  draining,  are  here 
to  attend  the  committee  so  to  be  appointed, 
or  more  of  them,  with  their  several  books  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  aforesaid,  and  i 
for  the  same,  at  such  limes  and  places  as  th( 
mittee,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them  shall  ap 
such  accounts  and  vouchers  being  consider 
amined  by  such  committee,  and  oath  being  n 
truth  thereof  by  such  treasurer  or  treasurers. 


t 


collectorsi  receiver  or  receivers  respectively  (virhich  oath 
any  Iwo  of  the  said  committee  are  hereby  impowered  to 
administerj  sball  be  certified  and  reported  by  sach  com- 
mittee or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  with  their  opitiiun 
thereof,  to  the  said  commissioners,  at  any  sabsequent 
general  meeting;  and  the  commisiioners,  or  the  intijor 
part  of  them,  who  shall  be  present  at  any  such  general 
meeting,  are  hereby  impowered  to  allow  and  pass  such 
accounts,  or  such  part  or  parts  of  the  same  as  they  shall 
see  just  and  reasonable;  and  all  such  account  or  accounts  Copies  of  ihc 
of  such  part  or  parts  of  them,  as  shall  be  so  allowed  and    p^set^^^jo  ^c 

passed  by  the  said  commissioners,  shall  be  fairly  entered   entered  in  two 
:  •'or  more  lets  of 

III  two  or  more  several  sets  of  books  to  be  kept  for  that  liooks,  fitc, 

purpose ;  one  set  whereof  shall  be  kept  with  the  said 
commissioners,  or  their  treasurer,  for  the  time  being; 
and  another  set  ihereof  in  a  chest  to  be  kept  in  the 
Abbey  House  inTborncy  aforesaid,  under  the  care  of  the 
&v«tew^rd  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  heirs  or 
*  assigns,  for  the  time  being :  and  the  said  books  shall  and 
may  be  inspected  and  perused,  and  extracts  taken  there- 
from, at  any  time,  at  seasonable  hours»  by  and  at  the 
request  of  any  of  the  owners  or  proprietors  of  any  part  of 
the  said  lands  and  grounds  which  shall  have  been  rated 
or  taxed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  paying  one  shilling  fur 
every  such  inspection. 

And   it  is  hereby  further  enacted    by  the   authority  Coilector"to" 
aforesaid^  That  all  and  every  collector  and  collectors  of  mmikVto  ilie' 
the  said  rates  and  taxes,  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  assessed  ^'«**«f^f* 
for  the  said  general  ^rorks  of  draining,  shall^  from  time 
to  time,  pay  over  all  and  every  sum  and  sums  of  money 
which  he  and  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  collect  and 
receive,  for  or  on  account  thereof,  unto  such  person  or 
persons  as  shall  be  appointed  treasurer  or  treasurers  to 
\he  said  commissioners  for  the  time  being,  at  least  twice 
in  every  year,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  comcuissioners 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them  that  shall 


Collectors  or 
treasurers  re- 
fusing to  ac- 
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be  present  at  any  general  meeting,  shall  order,  direct  and 
appoint. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted    by  the   aotboritj 
aforesaid,  That  if  any  such  collector  or  collectors^  liei* 
surer  or  treasurers,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  account  for 
any  sum  of  money  by  him  or  them  collected  or  receifdi 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  to  the  said  commiBsionen,  or 
any  ten  or  more  of  them,  or  to  pay  over  the  balance  whick 
shall  appear  to  be  remaining  on  account  thereof,  in  Im 
or  their  hands,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  said  ccMh 
missioners,  or  any  ten  or  more  of  them,  shall,  by  writiag 
under  their  hands^  authorize  and  impower  to  receife 
the  same ;  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  any  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peaceof 
and  for  the  said  counties  of  Northampton,  Lincoln  and 
Cambridge,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  respectively,  at  a  special 
sessions  to  be  held  for  the  same,  to  enquire  of  and  con- 
cerning such  neglects,  refusals,  non-payments  and  of- 
fences ;    and  if  any  such  collector  or  treasurer  shall  be 
convicted   by  the  said  justices   of  any   such  neglect, 
refusal,  non-payment  or  offences,  then  the  said  justicei 
shall,  upon  such  conviction,  commit  such  collector  or 
treasurer  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  said  counties,  or  isle, 
respectively,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprise 
until  he  or  they  have  made  a  full,  true  and  perfect  accooot 
and  payment  as  aforesaid. 
Meetings  and         And  Ve  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
of'^Oie^commis-  That  the  several  and  respective  commissioners  for  the 
ut^^2d  ^and 4th  ^^^^  ^^^^'  second  and  fourth  districts  or  divisions,  or  the 
districts.  major  part  of  them,  who  shall  be  present  at  the  said 

yearly  general  meeting,  or  at  any  other  meeting  to  be 
had  by  the  commissioners  of  the  said  three  last-mentiooed 
districts  respectively,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to  timey 
adjourn  themselves  to  meet^at  such  other  time  and  times, 
and  place,  within  or  near  their  respective  districts,  as  tbey, 
or  the  major  part  of  them  present,  shall  think  fit;  sod 
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the  commissioners  for  the  said  three  last-meDtioned  dis- 
tricts shall  also  and  may^  severally  and  respectively,  meet 
at  any  other  time  and  place,  within  or  near  their  respec- 
tive districts,  for  putting  in  execution  the  powers  hereby 
vested  in  them  respectively,  within  their  said  several  and 
respective  districts^  as  often  as  shall  be  necessary,  or 
required  by  any  two  or  more  of  the  said  commissioners 
respectively,  seven  days  notice  in  writing  bemg  given  of 
every  such  meeting,  at  the  respective  places  herein  after 
^pointed  for  the  election  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
said  three  last-mentioned  districts  or  divisions  respec- 
tively; and  the  several  and  respective  commissioners  for  Their  accounts 
the  said  three  last-mentioned  districts  or  divisions,  or  the  and  ordera    ' 
major  part  of  them  respectively,  who  shall  be  present  at  made  for  the 
any  such  meeting  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  impowered  to  tbc  additional 

1.  1  1       ,     .  1  1       taxes,  and 

audit  and  settle  their  respective  accounts,  and  to  make  officers,  to  be 
and  give  such  rules,  orders  and  directions,  for  the  better  *pp^*°^^" 
and  more  orderly  management  of  the  money  to  be  raised 
by  the  further  or  additional  taxes  herein  before  autho- 
rized to  be  raised  within  the  said  three  districts  respec- 
tively, and  to  name  and  appoint  such  collectors  and  other 
officers  for  collectiifg  and  keeping  the  same,  and  taking 
care  of  their  particular  and  respective  works^  as  the  said 
commissioners  respectively,  or  the  major  part  of  them 
present,  shall  in  their  discretions  think  fit. 

And   for  the  preventing  the  damming  up,  stopping,  Persons  con- 
throwing   down,    burning,    demolishing,    destroying   or  JS^iy^d^f' 
damaging  any  of  the  rivers,  drains,  watercourses,  banks,  »troyingor 
mills,  engines,  flood-gates,  sluices,  doors,  dams,  bridges,  of  the  works, 
or  other  works  already  made  or  erected  for  or  towards      *  ' 

draining  the  lands  flnd  grounds  contained  within  the  said 
several  districts  and  divisions,  or  any  of  them,  or  here- 
after to  be  made,  erected,  supported  or  maintained  for  the 
parposes  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  or  under  the  powers  and 
authorities  of  this  act ;  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  at  any 
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time  hereafter  malicioasly  cat,  break  down,  bum 
lish  or  destroy  any  bank,  mill^  engine,  flood-gate,  < 
already  made  or  erected,  or  which  shall  at  any  tii 
after  be  making  or  erecting,  or  made  or  erected^  so 
or  maintained,  for  answering  the  purposes  aforesai 
person  or  persons  so  offending,  being  thereof  cg 
shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death  a 
and  convicted     without  benefit  of  clergy:    and  if  any  person  or 
&c!^y  rifw '    ^^^^  ^^  ^^J  ^^^^  hereafter  maliciously  stop,  dan 
or  drain,  molish,  damage  or  destroy  any  river,  drain,  wat 

door,  dam,  bridge,  or  other  work  or  works  alrea 
or  erected,  or  which  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  hi 
or  erecting,  or  made  or  erected,  supported  or  ms 
for  answering  the  purposes  aforesaid,  every  \ 
persons  so  offending,  being  thereof  convicted  b 
two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  conntie 
aforesaid,  or  either  of  them,  who  are  hereby  re^ 
hear  and  determine  the  same,  on  the  oath  of  tw 
to  forfeit  100/.    credible  witnesses,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
pounds  to  the  said  commissioners,  their  success 
or  assigns,  to  be  applied  for  the  respective  pu 
which  the  said  rates  and  taxes  are  thereby  dire< 
respectively  applied ;  and  in  default  of  paymeE 
the  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  be  s€ 
House  of  Correction  of  the  county  or  isle  w 
offence  shall  be  committed,  there   to  be  kep 
labour  for  such  time  as  such  justices  shall  < 
direct,  not  exceeding  six  months. 
Commissioners        Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  an< 
banks  of*Shire    ^J  ^^^  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commiss 
Drain,  ([^^  i[^q  being,  for  putting  this  act  in  executic 

all  times  hereafter  make,  support  and  maintain 
of  Shire  Drain  aforesaid,  in  as  good  and  s 
plight  and  condition  as  the  best  part  of  the  ba 
said  river  Old  South  Eau,  within  the  North  I 
are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  be  made,  sup 
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laintaiQcd;  and  shall  also  at  all  tunes  It creafter  make, 

support  and  maintai,D  the  sluicei  flood-gates  and  doors  at 

/lows  Cross  aforesaid,  of  sach  sufficient  strength  and 

"condition  as  to  stop,  resist  and  uphold  the  land- waters, 
in  case  any  breach  or  overflowing  of  the  banks  of  Shire 
Drain  aforesaid  shall  at  any  time  happen,  by  means  of 
such  land-waters. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and 
declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  at  any  time 
hereafter  any  breach  or  overflowing  of  the  banks  of  Shire 
Drain  aforesaid  shall  happen  by  means  of  the  land-waters 
running  out  of  and  off  the  North  Level  aforesaid  into 
Shire  Drain  aforesaid ;  then  and  in  such  case,  upon 
notice  given  to  an  officer,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 
commissioners  for  that  purpose^  and  to  be  resident  at  the 
Clow  aforesaid,  by  any  owner  or  proprietor  of  lands 
within  the  hundred  of  Wisbich  in  the  said  isle  of  Ely  and 
county  of  Cambridge,  or  within  South  Holland  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  the  flood-gates  or  doors  of  Clows 
Cross  aforesaid  shall  he  immediately  shut  down  by  such 
officer;  and  in  case  of  such  officer's  absence  from  his 
said  place  of  residence,  and  in  default  of  such  officer's 
shutting  down  the  said  flood-gates  or  doors  immediately 
after  such  notice,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
BUch  owner  or  proprietor,  who  shall  so  give  notice  as 
aforesaid,  to  shut  down  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to 
be  shut  down  ;  and  the  s^id  doors  or  flood-gates,  when 
go  shut  down,  shall  continue  shut  until  such  breach  of 
bank  or  overflowing  shall  be  repaired,  stopped  or  discon- 
tinue ;  any  power  or  powers  now  vested  in  any  person  or 
persons,  body  corporate  or  bodies  corporate,  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstandiag. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and 
declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  nothing  hereto 

.contained  shall  extend^  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  give 
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oidSoatliEau   any  fiirtlier  or  greater  power  to  the  commUiionen  for 

colZmt^n^  putting  this  act  into  execution,  or  any  of  them,  in  or  om 

have  a  right  to  Shite  Drain  aforesaid,  or  the  said  river  Old  Sooth  Eao, 

or  the  lands  and  grounds  adjoining  thereto,  or  for  the 

making  or  erecting  any  works  in  or  aboat  the  same,  or 

other  or  larger   power  whatsoever  over  the  said  drali 

(except  as  aforesaid)  than  the  said  goveinor,  bailiffs  sad 

commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  tfaeGiett 

Level  of  the  Fens  now  lawfully  may  have  and  use;  or  to 

take  away  from  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  anj 

right  or  rights  they  now  lawfully  may  have  in  and  ot« 

the  said  drains,  or  either  of  them  ;  any  thing  herein  ooo- 

tained  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding, 

Comcnraton  Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and 

any  power  over  declared    by    the    authority    aforesaid.  That  the   said 

the  commM-      governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of 
aionenorthe      o  '  j  r     j 

worki,  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  aforesaid, 

shall  not,  at  any  time  hereafter^  have,  use  or  exercise  aoj 

power,  jurisdiction   or  authority   whatsoever,   over  ibc 

commissioners  named  and  appointed,  and  to  be  naned 

and  appointed,  elected  and  chosen  for  putting  this  act 

in  execution ;  or  in  or  over  any  part  of  the  lands  and 

grounds  comprized  in  any  of  the  said  several  districts  or 

divisions,  or  in  or  over  any  river,  drain,  bank,  sluice; 

engine  or  other  work,  already  made,  or  hereafter  to  be 

made,  by  virtue  of  and  under  the  authority  of  this  act, 

within  any  of  the  said  several  districts^  for  the  purposes 

other  than  over  herein  before   mentioned,   other  than    and    except  the 

the  works  put  i       i_       •       i     /»  i         j  i  i  i 

under  their        works  herein  before  placed  under  the  particular  cir^ 

par  c    r  care,  management  and  direction  of  the  said  governor,  bailiffi 

and  commonalty,  and  except  the  powers  and  authorities 

vested  in  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty,  by 

the  said  acts  of  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  years  of  Kiog 

Charles  the  Second,  or  either  of  them,  for  levying,  ^^ 

covering  and  receiving  the  taxes  chargeable  by  virtue  of 
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power  over 

Dowftdale 

Bank; 


the  said  acU  of  parliament,  or  one  of  them,  hereia  before 
directed  to  be  received  atid  applied  by  the  said  corpora- 
tiotii  in  inaDDer  herein  before  mentioned. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  limititloii  of 
leciared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tbut  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  %ihall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend^  to 
give  to  the  said  commisiiioners  for  putting  this  act  into 
execution,  or  any  of  them,  any  power  or  authority  in  or 
over  the  bank  called  Dovvsdale  Bank  (being  that  part  of 
the  bank  herein  before  described  to  be  the  north-east  and 
north  bank  of  the  river  Old  South  Eau,  which  reaches 
from  Crowland  town  to  Dowsdalc)  other  than  and  ex- 
cept the  power  hereby  given  to  the  said  commissioners 
of  raising  and  strengthening  the  said  bank,  from  lime  to 
lime,  according  to  the  dimensions  prescribed  by  this  act; 
but  that,  subject  to  the  aforesaid  power  of  raising  and 
strengthening  the  said  bank,  the  &atd  Thomas  Orby 
Hunter*  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  continue  in  the  pos- 
session, usage  and  disposal  of  the  said  bank  called 
^—Dowsdale  Bank,  according  to  the  full  intent  and  mean- 
^|b>g  of  the  proviso  made  in  that  behalf  in  the  said  act  of 
r  parliament  made  and  passed  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  it' this  act  had  never  been  made; 
*  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  findorerrach 
declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this   SinaU  Bau  «a 
act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  »«f»  »n  ibeswd 
give  to  the  said  commissioners  for  putting  this  act  into 
execution,  or  any  of  them,  any  power  or  authority  in  or 
over  such  part  of  the  south  bank  of  the  said  river  Old 
South  Eau  as  is  included  in  the  »aid  third  district  or 
division,  other  than  and  except  the  power  hereby  given 
to  the  said  commissioners  of  raising  and  strengthening 
the  said  bank,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  diinea- 
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sions  prescribed  by  this  act;  but  ihat,  subji 

aforesaid  power  oF  raising  and  strengtheniDg 

bank,  the  said  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  his 

'   assigns,  shall  continue  in  the  possession,  usag 

posal  of  such  part  of  the  said  south  bank  as  is 

in  the  said  third  district  or  division,  in  as  full  i 

manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  tfa 

never  been  made ;  any  thing  herein  contained  t 

trary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

find  orrr  such        Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  farther  ea^ 

5^°/JS^t        declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  nothi 

bank  of  the       ^^t  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  • 

antient  branch  ' 

oftheNeneas   give  to  the  said  commissioners  for  puttinir  thi 

is  included  in      °  .  -    ,  i_ 

the  first  dis-      execution,  or  any  of  them,  any  power  or  authi 

^'^  over  such  part  of  the  south-west  bank  of  the 

Old  South  Eau,  otherwise  the  antient  brae 

Nene,  as  is  included  in  the  said  first  district  < 

other  than  and  except  the  power  hereby  given 

commissioners  of  raising   and   strengthening 

bank,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  < 

prescribed  by  this  act;  but  that,  subject  to  tfa 

power  of  raising  and  strengthening  the  said 

said  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln,  bis  heirs  and  asi 

continue  in  the  possession,  usage  and  dispo! 

part  of  the  said  south-west  bank  as  is  inclu 

said  first  district  or  division,  in  as  full  and  a 

ner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  this  ac 

been  made ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  tl 

thereof  notwithstanding. 

Perpetual  and         And,  for  supplying  and  continuing  a  suffi 

cZmLtnel?  ^^r  of  commissioners  for  putting  this  act  in 

for  the  first       be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesa 
district.  *^ 

Right  Honourable  Brownlow  Earl  of  ExeU 

and  assigns,  being  owners  of  the  estate  the 

now  seised  of  within  the  said  first  district,  ant 

Honourable  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln,  his  heirs 
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being  owner  or  owners  of  High  borough   Feu  and    l^ow- 
borough  Fen,  or  his  or  their  lawful  atlorncy,  ehall  always 
be  and  contione  commissioners  of  and  for  the  said  first 
district  or  divijjioo;  and  that  so  many  other  commission- 
ers of  and  for  the  said  first  district  shall  be  named  and 
appointed  annually  by  the  said  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln, 
his  heirs  or  assigns^  and  certified  under  bis  or  their  hand 
or   hands    to    the    said   commissioners,   at  their   yearly 
general   meeting  aforesaid,  as  shall,  together  with  the 
«ald  Earlj  his  heirs  or  assigns,  or  bis  or  their  attorney^ 
make  one  commissioner  for  every  fi\e  hundred  acres  of 
land  charged  with  the  said  taxes,  which  the  said  Carl  of 
Lincoln,  his  heirs  or  assigns^  shall  for  the  time  being  be 
seised  and  possessed  of  in  his  or  tbeir  own  right,  within 
the  said  first  district ;  and  that  one  other  commissioner 
of  and  for  the  said  firi^t  district  and  division,  shall  be 
named  and  appointed  anntiuUy  by  the  lord  or  lady  of 
the  manor  of  Crowland  for  the  lime  beings  and  certified 
under  his  or  her  hand  to  the  said  commissioners  at  tbeir 
yearly  general  meeting  aforesaid ;  and  that  every  person^ 
who  shall  for  the  time  being  be  seised  or  possessed  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  laodj  or  upwards,  within  the  said 
first  district,  and  paying  the  said  taxes  for  the  same,  to 
his  own  right,  shall,  during  the  lime  he  shall  be  so  seised 
or  possessed,  be  a  commissioner  himself,  or  name  and 
appoint  some  other  person  to  be  a  commissioner  in  bis 
stead ;  and  shall  also  name  and  appoint  so  many  other 
persons  for  commissioners,  as  shall  make  one  commis* 
sioner  for  every  five  hundred  acres  of  land  he  shall  be  so 
^seised  or  possessed  of  for  the  time  being;  and  that  so 
many  other  commissioners  of  and  for  the  said  first  dis- 
irict^  shall  be  yearly  chosen  on  the  last  Monday  in  June 
in  every  year,  out  of  the  proprietors  or  occupiers  of  landa 
tritbio  the  said  district,  at  the  town  of  Ely,  by  such  per- 
sons as  shall  for  the  time  being  be  seised  or  possessed  of 
twenty  acres  of  land  within  the  said  district,  paying  ibe 


taifes  charged  by  thtii  act^  in  tht:tr  own  ri^htj 
»ame,  as  logelher  with  the  Sfiid  Earl  of  Linculn,  1 
or  aisigns,  or  his  or  llieir  aitomey,  ^nd  the  ^ 
coiumh^\or\i*r$t  in  righl  of  tt?nure  as  aforesaid;! 
com mis.q oners  &o  to  be  naoied  and   ajipoioted  M 
said,  sbell  make  otic  conuiiissiooer  for  every  five 
acrea  of  land  charged  with  the  said  taxes  wilhilf 
first  district,  over  and  above  the  said  Earl  of  Ex 
bdrs  or  assigns;  and  the  persons  so  elected  sbal 
iified  by  the  electors^  or  the  major  port  of  ibei] 
Bald  cojimuisioners  at  their  yearly  general  me 
aforesaid  ;  that  the  Right  Honourable  Georgo 
Earl  of  Covfintiy,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  being  d 
tbe  lands  the  said  Ear)  h  now  seised  of  in   B^ 
Moor,  or  a  person  to  be  yearly  named  and  appe 
bim  or  them,  shall  always  be  a  comniissioDel 
Por  the  Bccond  said  secood  district  or  division;  and  that  one  oti 
"*^^'  niiifsi0ner  of  and  for  the  said  second  disirfctJ 

yearly  named  and  appointed  by  the  lord  or  lo# 
tnanor  of  Pelerborotigh   for  the  time  being :  1 
every  person  who  shall,  for  the   time  being,  b* 
possessed  of  five  hundred  acred  of  land  or  upwarc 
tbe  said  second  district^  and  |>Bying  tte  s^id' 
the  sanse,  ill  his  own  right,  diaU,  durfog  tbe 
shall  be  so  seised  or  possessed,  be  a  cotntil'isst'c 
self,  or  name  and  appoint  some  other  persioifr 
commissioner  in  his  stead ;  and  sfabH  also  naoM 
point  so  many  other  persons  for  doinmisslotiers 
make  one  commissioner  for  every  five  hnndi^ 
land  he  shall  be  so  seised  or  possessed  of  foi< 
being ;  and  that  so  many  other  comttiissioner 
for  the  said  second  district  or  division  shall  be 
chosen  upon  the  said  last  Monday  iil  Jutie  in  e^ 
at  the  Dog  in  the  Doublet  Inn  upon  the  north 
long  as  the  same  shall  continue  an  inn  or  public 
and  afterwards  at  such  other  place  as  the  prop 
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Jaudit  in  the  said  district  ehaJl  ap[>oint|  out  of  the  pro- 
prietors or  occapiera  of  lands  within  the  said  district*  by 
such  persons  as  shall,  for  the  lime  being,  be  sei&ed  or 
pOdtessed  of  twenty  acres  of  land  in  that  district,  paying 
the  taxes  to  be  charged  by  this  act^  in  their  own  rights^ 
for  the  same,  as  shall  make  one  comniissiooer  for  every 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  charged  wiih  the  said  taxes 
within  ihe  i^aid  second  district  j  all  which  commissiotiers 
for  the  said  second  district  shall  be  yearly  certified  to  the 
said  couimissioners,  at  their  yearly  general  meeting,  in 
manner  aforesaid;  that  the  said  John  Dnke  of  Bedford,  FortbrihW 
his  heirs  or  assignsj  or  his  or  iheir  lawful  attorney,  shall 
be  and  cootinue  a  commissioner  of  and  for  the  ^id  third 
district*  so  long  as  he  or  they  shall  be  seised  or  possessed 
of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  his  or  their  own  right, 
charged  with  the  said  taxes  within  the  same;  and  that 
so  many  other  commissioners  of  and  for  the  &aid  third 
district  shall  be  annually  named  and  appointed  by  the 
said  John  Duke  of  Bedford^  his  heirs  or  assigns,  and  cer- 
tified under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands  to  the  said  com- 
missioners,  at  their  yearly  general  meeting  aforesaid^  as 
shall,  together  with  the  said  John  Duke  of  Bedford^  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  or  his  or  iheir  attorney,  make  oue  com- 
missioner for  every  five  hundred  acres  of  land  charged 
with  the  said  taxes  within  the  said  third  district  or  divi* 
sion  ;  that  every  person  who  shall  for  the  liuie  being  be  For  tbe  ftmrtli 
seised  in  possession  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  or  up- 
wards, within  ihe  said  fourth  district  or  divi«ion«  and 
p&ying  taxes  for  the  satne,  in  his  or  iheir  own  rights  shall 
be  a  commissioner  himself  for  the  said  fourth  district, 
during  the  time  he  shall  be  so  seisf  J  or  possessed,  or 
namre  and  appoint  some  other  person  to  be  a  commis- 
sioner in  his  stead;  and  shall  also  name  and  appoint  so 
many  other  persons  for  commissioners,  as  shall  make  oae 
commissioner  for  every  five  hundred  acres  of  land  he  shall 
be  so  seised  or  possessed  of  for  the  time  being ;  and  that 
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For  the  fifth 
district. 


SO  many  more  persons,  being  owners  or  occupiers  of  1 
in  the  said  fourlb  distriet,  shall  be  yearly  chosen  foroooi-^J 
missioners  on  the  said  last  Monday  in  Jane^  ai  or  i 
Clows  Cross,  by  suoh  persons  as  shall  for  the  time  bebl 
be  seised  or  possessed  of  twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  i 
district,  paying  tlie  taxes  to  be  charged  by  this  act,  b"^ 
their  own  rights,  for  the  saoiCi  and  certified  to  the 
commissioners,  at  their  yearly  general  meeting,  in  man* 
ner  aforesaid^  as  shall  make  in  the  whole   one  commit- 
sioner  for  every  five  hundred  acres  of  land  charged  iritli 
the  said  taxes  within  the  said  fourth  district;  that  llie 
said  Beverley  Butler,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  being  owners  of 
the  land  now  possessed  by  hiui  in  Porsand  aforesaid,  of 
one  other  person  to  be  yearly  nominated  and  appointed 
by  him  or  them,  in  bis  or  their  stead,   and   certified  ia 
manner  aforesaid,  shall  always  be  and  continue  a  com*. 
missioner  for  the  said  fifth  district  or  division  for 
time  being  ;  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Orby  Hunter,  bisl 
heirs  or  assigns,  or  his  or  their  lawful  attorney,  shall  be 
and  continue  another  commissioner  for  the  said  fifth  di^ 
trict  or  division,  so  long  as  he  or  ihey  shall  be  seised  or  f 
possessed  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  his  or  their 
own  right,  charged  with  the  said  taxes  within  the  same; 
and  that  so  many   other  persons  to  be  commissiofien 
shall   be   annually   named   and   appointed    by  the  mi 
Thomas  Orby  Hunter,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  and  certifiedf 
in  manner  aforesaid  to  the  said  commissioners  at  their 
yearly    general    meeting    aforesaid,   as    shall    make  ooe 
commissioner    for  every    five   hundred   acres    of  laod 
charged  with  the  said  taxes  within  the  said  fifth  district 
or  division,  over  and  above  the  lands  the  said  Beverley 
Butler  is  now  possessed  of;  which  said  several  commis- 
sioners so  as  aforesaid  nominated  and  appointed,  and 
directed  to  be  yearly  nomiDated  and  appointed,  elected, 
and  chosen,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  and  contioae 
commissioners  for  putting  this  act  in  execution,  uatii 
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the  last  Monday  19  June  in  the  next  sacceeding  year, 
and  from  thenceforth  until  other  comoiissioners  shall  be 
nominated  or  appointed,  elected  or  chosen,  in  their  re- 
spective places  and  steads. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de-  Qualification  of 
dared  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  person  that  fo  vote  in  the 
shall,  for  the  time  being,  be  seised  or  possessed  of  twenty  oy^^o^com^^ 
acres  of  land  more  than  will  intitle  him  to  name  and  ap-  miMioncre. 
point  one  or  more  commissioners  within  any  of  the  said 
districts  as  aforesaid,  and  paying  taxes  for  the  same,  in 
his  own  right,  shall  also  be  in  titled  to  vote  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  other  commissioners  for  the  district  wherein 
be  shall  be  seised  or  possessed. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared,  Newcommis- 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  hereby  nominated  and  ap-  elected  in  the 
pointed,  or  hereafter,  by  virtue  of  or  under  the  powers  [^dfe'or  bT 
and  authorities  of  this  act,  to  be  nominated  or  appointed,  disqualified. 
elected   or  chosen,  to   be.  a  commissioner  or  commis- 
sioners of  the  said  several  districts  respectively,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  die  or  become  disqualified,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the   several   persons   herein 
before-mentioned  respectively  to  elect  or  choose,  nomi- 
nate or  appoint,  and  certify  in  manner  aforesaid,  some 
other  person  or  persons,  properly  qualified  to  be  a  com- 
missioner or  commissioners,  in  the  place  or  stead  of  the 
commissioner  or  commissioners  so  dying  or  becoming 
disqualified  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  occasion  shall 
require ;    and   the    commissioner  or  commissioners    so 
elected  or  chosen,  nominated  or  appointed,  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  have  the  same  powers  and  authorities  as 
tbe  commissioners  hereby  nominated  and  appointed,  and 
directed  to  be  yearly  nominated  or  appointed,  and  elected 
or  chosen,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  Commissioncri 
declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  com-  oath  following 
missioners,  and  every  of  them,  before  he  or  they  take  oc">rc  they  act. 
upon  himself  or  themselves  the  execution  of  any  of  the 
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pofFers  or  authorities  hereby  given  them  (other  than  ihe 
administering  the  oath  or  solemn  affirmation  following 
to  one  another)  shall  lake  the  following  oalh,  or  beiog 
of  the  people  called  Quakers^  the  followjDg  solemn  affirm- 
ation ^  videlicet  J 


I  A.  B.  do  swear  (or  being  of  the  people  called  Qaaken, 
do  solemnly  and  truly  declare  and  affirm)  That  I  will,  wilb« 
out  favor  or  aftection,  hatred  or  malice,  truly  and  impartial* 
ly,  according  to  the  best  of  roy  skill  and  knowledge,  exe- 
cute and  perform  all  and  every  the  powers  and  authorities 
established  by  an  act  made  in  the  twenty -seventh  yea 
of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Secoad|iQtii 
tuled  "  An  Act  for  discharging  the  Corporation  of 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  Company 
Conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  commonlr 
called  Bedford  Level,  from  a  debt  due  to  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln  ;  and  for  enabling  the  pr 
prietors  oF  lands  io  the  North  Level,  part  of  the  sail 
Great  Level,  to  raise  money  to  discharge  ihe  proportion 
of  the  said  North  Level  in  the  debts  of  the  said  corport' 
lion ;  and  for  ascertaining  and  appropriating  the  tiix> 
to  be  laid  on  the  said  North  Level ;  and  for  the  mart 
effectual  draining  and  preserving  the  said  North  Level, 
and  divers  lands  adjoining  thereto,  in  the  Manor  of 
Crow  land/' 


4 

el.  1 


ang  any  place 
of  profit  under 
thijt  act  dia- 
qualified  from 
voting. 


Froceediogs 


which  said  oath  or  affirmation  any  one  of  the  said 
inissioners  is  hereby  im powered  to  administer. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and 
declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  or 
persons,  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  posses^  of 
any  place  of  proEl  under  this  act,  shall  sit  or  vote«  or 
have  any  power  or  authority  as  commissioners  for  any  of 
the  said  districts,  during  the  time  he  or  they  shall  be 
possessed  of  any  such  place  of  profit  as  aforesaid. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  aid 
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declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  orders  and  and  orders  of 
proceedings  of  the  said  commissioners,  at  their  general  ^bccntCTcd" 
meetings  aforesaid^  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  or  books  *°^  «gn«d. 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  such  orders  so  entered 
shall  be  signed  by  five  or  mote  of  the  commissioners 
assembled  at  such  meetings,  and  by  the  clerk  or  clerks 
to  the  said  commissioners ;  and  such  orders  so  signed, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  original  orders,  as  fully 
and  effectually  as  if  the  same  were  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  major  part  of  the  commissioners  then  assem- 
bled ;  which  said  book  or  books,  and  also  the  book 
hereby  directed  to  be  kept  for  registering  the  securities, 
assignments  and  transfers  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  be 
produced  and  read  in  evidence  in  all  cases  of  suits  or 
actions,  touching  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  and  by 
the  authority  of  this  act. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  Limitadon  of 
declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  action,  ^  ^"' 
suit  or  information  shall  be  commenced  or  prosecuted 
.  against  any  person  or  persons  for  any  thing  done  or  to 
be  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  in  execution  of  any 
of  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  given,  every  such 
action,  suit  or  information  shall  be  commenced  or  pro- 
secuted within  twelve  months  next  after  the  fact  com- 
mitted^ and  not  afterwards  ;  and  shall  be  laid  or  brought 
in  the  said  counties  of  Northampton,  Lincoln  and  Cam- 
bridge, or  the  Isle  of  £ly,  or  one  of  them,  and  not  else- 
where ;  and  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  such  action 
or  suit  shall  and  may  plead  the  general  issue,  net  guilty ;  General  issue* 
and  if  in  replevin,  may  justify  and  avow  by  virtue  of  this' 
act,  as  persons  acting  under  and  by  the  authority  of 
commissioners  of  sewers  are  enabled  to  do,  and  give  this 
acl,  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence,  without  specially 
pleading  the  same  (other  than  as  aforesaid)  at  any  trial 
to  be  had  thereupon ;  and  that  the  same  was  done  in 
pursuance,  and  by  the  autliority  of  this  act;  and  if  the 
same  shall  appear  to  have  been  so  done,  or  if  any  such 
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action  or  suit  shall  be  brought  after  the  time  before 
litDited  for  bringitig  the  same,  or  shall  be  broagbt  in  aoj 
other  county,  then  the  jury  shall  find  for  the  dereDdaDl<ii 
defendants,  avowant  or  avowants;  or  if  the  |>lairiiiffi3r 
j)Iaintiff3  shall  become  nonsuit  or  forbear  proseculioo,  m 
discontinue  his  or  their  suit  or  auits  ;  or  if  any  judgmeot 
shall  be  given  against  hi  in,  her  or  them»  upon  denmrrer^ 
or  otherwise,  then  in  any  of  the  said  cases,  the  defendant 
or  defendants,  and  avowant  or  avowants,   shall  recorer 

Doable cosu*  double  costs;  for  which  he,  she  or  they,  shall  ha?e  like 
remedy  as  where  costs  by  law  are  awarded. 

Eight  of  lord*        Provided  always,  and  be  it  hereby  enacted,  That  all 

of  mnnors  re-  1*1  .    •'  >      1         1       »        i- 

scrvediottiomj  such  right  or  rights  as  any  lord  or  lords  of  any  maoor  or 
manors,  liberties,  hundred  or  half>hundred,  have  thtfre- 
fore  had  within  bis  or  their  respective  manor  or  maaon, 
liberties^  hundred  or  half-hundred,  within  or  witboat  the 
said  several  districts  or  divisions,  or  any  of  them,  to 
waifs,  estrays,  felons  goods,  privileges  of  arrests,  eicheati 
and  all  other  royalties,  not  prejudicial  to  the  dratniogtbe 
hereby  saved  to  them,  their  heirs,  successors  and  assignt, 
severally  and  respectively;  anything  iti  this  act  to  ibr 
contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

Saving  also,  and  always  reserving  anlo  the  said 
governor,  baililfs  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of 
conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  aod  tb«r 
successors,  and  to  all  and  every  other  persoQ  aod  per- 
sons, his,  her  and  their  heirs,  executors  and  administn- 
tors,  all  such  lawful  rights,  powers,  jurisdictioos  iod 
authorities  now  vested  in  and  enjoyed  by  them,  atue 
not  hereby  taken  away,  altered  or  repealed. 

And   be   it    further   enacted,   That   this   act  sbaQ  te' 
deemed,  taken  and  allowed  to  be  a  publick  act;  and  lU 
judges,  justices,  aod  other  persons,  are  hereby  requiredl 
take  notice  thereof  as  such,  without  specially  plea 
the  same. 


tndof  ilie  con 
fterTAlors  and 
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No.  XXVI. 

NENE  NAVIGATION  ACT-  *<Jw- 


Anno  vicesimo  septimo  GEORGII  IL  Regis. 

Jin  Act  for  improving  and  preserving  the  Navigation  from 
Salter's  Load  Sluice,  in  the  Countjf  of  Norfolk^  to 
Standground  Sluice,  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon^  and 
from  Flood's  Ferry,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  in  the  County  of 
Cambridge,  to  Ramsey  High  Load,  in  the  said  County  of 
Huntingdon;  and  also  the  Navigation  from  Old  Bedford 
Sluice,  in  the  said  County  of  Norfolk,  to  the  River  Nene, 
in  the  Parish  of  Ramsey,  in  the  said  County  of  Hunt- 
ingdon. 

Whbbeas  the  navigation  from  the  port  of  King's  Preamble. 
Lynn  to  Standground  Sluice,  near  the  city  of  Peter- 
borough^ was  anciently  carried  on  from  Salthirn  Load, 
otherwise  Salter's  Load  Sluice,  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk, through  Well  Creek,  and  the  river  Nene,  to  Flood's 
Ferry,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge;  and  from  thence 
through  Ramsey  Meer,  Ugg  Meer,  and  Whittlesea  Meer, 
in  the  county  of  Huntingdon ;  but  the  navigation  through 
the  said  meers  being,  at  all  times,  extremely  tedious, 
difficult,  and  dangerous,  and  very  frequently  altogether 
impracticable,  the  navigation  from  the  said  port  of 
King's  Lynn  to  Standground  Sluice  aforesaid  has,  for 
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many  years,  been  carried  on  from  Flood! s  Ferry  afore- 
said, through  a  certain  drain  called  Whittlesea  Dike, 
being  the  safest  and  nearest  passage : 

And  whereas  the  navigation  from  the  parish  of  Rin* 
scy,  and  the  adjacent  places,  to  the  said  port  of  King's 
Lynn,  will  be  most  conveniently  carried  on  by  FIood*i 
Ferry  through  the  river  Nene,  Well  Creek,  and  Salterns 
Load  aforesaid : 

And  whereas  the  navigation  from  the  tovims  of  Cbir- 
teris,  Maney,  and  Welney,  to  the  said  port  of  King's 
Lynn,  has  for  many  years  been  chiefly  carried  on  throogh 
a  certain  drain,  called  the  Forty-foot  Drain,  and  the  Old 
Bedford  River : 

And  whereas  the  trade  carried  on  upon  the  said  riven, 
and  through  the  said  creek  and  drains,  is  greatly  increased, 
and  it  is  become  necessary  to  clean,  depthen,  widen,  and 
scour  the  said  rivers,  creek,  and  drains;  which  cannot  be 
effected  without  a  considerable  expeoce : 

And  whereas  the  preserving  and  improving  of  the  said 
navigations  will  be  a  great  and  general  advantage  to  the 
said  port  of  King's  Lynn  and  the  city  of  Peterborough, 
and  to  all  the  towns  and  villages  situate  near  the  said 
rivers,  and  to  the  whole  adjacent  country  : 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Majesty, 

That  it  may  be  enacted  ;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King's 
most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com- 
mons, in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
CommisBioners  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and 
conservators  of  the  corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  tbe 
Fens,  called  Bedford  Level,  for  the  time  being;  the 
mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of  the 
corporation  of  King's  Lynn,  for  the  time  being,  together 
with  ten  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Peterborough;  six 
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I       inhabilatits  of  the  town  of  Whiltlesea;   being  owoera  of 
I       lands  in  the  Middle  Level,  within  the  said  Great  Level 
I       of  the  Feng;  six  inhabilants  of  the  parish  of  Dodding- 
loo,  with  its  members;  that  is  to  say,  oqe  inhabitant  of 
the  town  of  Doddington»  one  inhabitant  of  the  town  of 
I       Benwick,  one  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  WiinbUngtoo, 
and  three   inhahitRnts  of  the  town  of  March,  being  re- 
spectively owners   of  lands  in  the  said  Middle   Level; 
four  inhabitanis  of  the  parish  of  Kainsey,  being  owners 
of  lands  in  the  said  Middle  Level;  two  inhabitants  of  the 
|>artsh  of  Chateris^  being  owners  of  lands  in  the  said 
jMiddle  LeveU  two  inhabitants   of  the  town  of  Maney, 
being  owners  of  lands  in   the  said  Middle  Level;  two 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Welney,  being  owners  of  lands 
in  the  said  Middle  Level  ;  four  inhabitants  of  the  parish 
uf  Upwell,   being  owners  of  lands  in   the  said   Middle 
Level;  two  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Outwelli  being 
owners  of  landi?  in  the  said  Middle  Level  ;  four  inhabit- 
^juits  oF  the  parish  of  Downham^  in  the  county  of  Nor* 
^^olk  ;  two  inhabitants  of  the  parish  ofThrapston;  two 
I      inhabitnnts  of  the  parish  of  Islip ;  two  inhabitants  of  the 
'      parish  of  Oundle;    two    inhabitants    of  the   parish    of 
Yaxley ;  two  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Fletton  ;  two 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Elton;  and  two  inhabitants 
of  the   pari^ib  of  Thornhaugh  with  Wandsford  ;    to  be 
Bspectively  chosen,  as  hereinafter  is  directed;   shall  be 
:>nimissioners  for  preserving  and   improving  the  navi- 
lation   from    Salthirn    Load,    otherwise  Salter's    Load, 
brough  Well  Creek   to  the  town  of  Oulwell,  and  from 
llience  through  the  river  Nene  by  the  towns  of  Upwell 
and  March,  directly  to  Flood's  Ferry  aforesaidj  and  from 
ibence  to  a  place  called  Ramsey  High  Load;  and  also 
for  improving  and  preserving  the  navigation  from  Flood's 
^^''erry  through  Whittlesea   Dike  to  Standground  Sluice 
^■iforcsaid ;  and   also  the  navigation  from  Old  Bedford 
Sluice,  through  the  Old  Bedford  River  and  the  Forty 


Commis^ioTiers 
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foot  DratOj  to  the  river  Nenei  iq  the  said  pariih  t}f  Rtok 
sey ;  and  for  putting  in  execution  all  other  ihe  powm 

and  autborilies  by  this  act  granted* 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforwaid. 
That  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  citj*  of  Pelerboroogli, 
and  of  the  said  several  towns  and  parishes  of  Wbiltle§eij 
Doddington,  with  its  members,  Rainse3',  Chartcrtt, 
Maney,Welney,  Upwell,  Outwell,  Downham,Thniptloii, 
Islifi,  Oundle,  Yaxley,  Fletton,  Elton^  and  Tbomhaa^ 
with  Wandsford,  respectively,  as  have  righl  to  assemble 
in  the  veslrres  of  their  respective  towns,  parisbeSp  oi 
chapelries,  shall  meet  in  their  respective  vestries  upon 
Monday  in  Easter-week,  in  the  year  one  thousand  lefeti 
hundred  and  fifty -four ;  and  shall  also  meet  to  like  miA- 
ner  upon  Monday  in  Easter-week  in  every  sacceediog 
year;  and  choose  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
city,  towns,  and  parishes  respectively,  as  the  major  psrt 
of  the  inhabitants  then  present,  shall  think  proper  (oot 
exceeding  the  respective  numbers  hereinbefore  limited) 
to  be  commi:isioners  for  the  said  city,  towns,  and  parishes 
respectively,  together  with  the  said  governor,  basli£», 
and  conservators  of  the  said  corporation  of  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens,  and  with  the  mayor,  recorder,  alder 
men,  and  common  council  of  the  borough  of  KiagV 
Lynn,  for  putting  this  act  in  execution. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  churchwardens 
the  parish  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist,  in  the  city  of  Petei^ 
borough,  and  also  the  churchwarden  or  cfanrchwardeos,     ■ 
ehapelwarden  or  chapetwardens,  of  each  of  the  said  other  ■ 
respective  places*  shall  transmit  a  certificate,  under  tlieir  " 
or  his  hands  or  hand,  containing  the  names  and  descnp- 
lions  of  the  several  persons,  who  shall  be  chosen  com* 
missioners  for  the  said  city,  and  for  the  said  respectifc 
places,  to  the  other  commissioners  by  this  act  appointed, 
at  the  next  meeting  to  be  held  after  the  commissionen 
for  the  said  city,  and  for  the  said  respective  places,  siutll 
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'  be  chosen ;  which  certificate  »hall  be  in  the  form  follow- 
ing;  that  is  to  say, 

These  are  to  certify,  that  of 

the  city  of  Peterborough  {or  uf  in  the 

county  of  )  are  (or  is)  cfaosen  commis- 

sioners {or  a  commissioner)  for  the  said  city,  or  for  the 
parish  or  town  of  in  the  county  of 

to  put  in  execution  an  act,  made  in  the  twenlj'-sevenlh 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  for  improving  and  preserving  the  navigation 
from  Salter's  Load  Sluice,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  to 
Standground  Shiice,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon*  and 
from  Flood's  Ferry,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  in  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  to  Ramsey  High  Load,  in  the  said  county 
of  Huntingdon  ;  and  also  the  navigation  from  Old  Bed- 
ford Sluice^  in  the  said  county  of  Norfolk^  to  the  river 
Nene,  in  tbe  parish  of  Ramsey,  in  the  said  county  of 
Huntingdon/'  Given  under  my  hand  (jor  our  hands) 
thii  day  of 

And  that  the  sum  of  two  shillings  and  sixpencep  and  no 
more,  shall  be  paid  to,  or  for  the  use  of,  the  churchwar- 
den or  churchwardens^  chapelwarden  or  chapel  wardens, 
signing  such  certificate,  and  shall  be  charged  upon  the 
tolls  to  be  collected  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted.  That  if  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  or  of  any  of  the  places  afore- 
said, shall  in  any  year  neglect  to  choose  commissioners 
upon  the  said  Monday  in  Easter-week,  then,  and  in  such 
case,  tbe  majority  of  the  other  commissioners,  present  at 
the  next  meeting  after  the  said  Monday  in  Easter- week, 
shall  nominate  tbe  tike  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  said 
city,  or  of  such  place  or  places  respectively,  as  by  this 
act  are  directed  to  be  chosen,  to  he  commissioners  for 
^le  said  city^  or  for  such  place  or  places  respectively ; 
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and  the  commissioners  nominaledj  as  aforesaid,  tb^Ubc 
joined  with  the  other  commissioners,  aad  shull  be,  and 
are  hereb}',  empowered  to  act  in  as  full  and  ample  maa- 
ner,  as  if  they  had  been  chosen  by  the  iohabitaoU  of 
the  gaid  city,  or  of  such  place  or  places  respectiveWi  in 
tnaoDer  herein  before  directed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforeiaid, 
That  in  case  of  any  vacancy  by  the  death,  disqualifica* 
tioQ  or  resignation  of  any  coinoiissioner  for  the  said  city, 
or  for  any  of  the  places  aforesaid^  another  commiisioaer 
shall  be  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  or  of 
such  place  respectively,  within  the  space  of  one  cako- 
dar  month  after  such  vacancy  shall  happen  ;    and  notice 
shall  be  given  in  the  pariah  church  of  the  said  cUy»  or  ia 
the  church  or  chapel  of  such  place  respectively,  and  sliaU 
be  affixed  on  the  door  of  the  snid  church  or  chapel,  (hit 
on  a  certain  day,  to  be  speciBed  in  such  notice  (eigbl 
days  at  the  least  intervening  between  the  day  so  speci- 
fied, and  the  time,  when  such  notice  shall  be  given)  a 
meeting  will  be  held  for  the  choice  of  a  commissioner^ 
as  aforesaid:  and  in  case  the  said  iDhabitants  shall  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  choose  such  commissioner  within  the 
time  before  limited^  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  sur- 
viving orremaioing  coa)missioners,  or  coniniissi oner,  for 
the  said  city,  or  for  such  place  respectively,  where  such 
vacancy  shall  happen,  or  the  major  part  of  ihem,  by 
writing  under  their  or  his  hands  or  hand,  and  seals  or 
seal,  to  appoint  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  city,  or  of  such 
place  respectively,  to  be  a  commissioner  in  the  room  of 
the  person  so  deceased,  disqualified,  or  resigning;  andia 
case  the  said  surviving  or  remaining  commissioners  or 
commissioner  shall  neglect  or  refuse   to   appoint  such 
commissioner  within  the  space  of  one  calendar  mootb, 
after  the  time  before  limited  for  the  choice  of  such  com- 
missioner by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  or  of  sacfa 
place  respectively,  shall  be  elapsed,  then  it  shall  be  lair- 
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ful  f(»r  llie  other  commissioners,  at  their  next  meeLing 
after  the  expiration  of  the  said  two  calendar  mouths^  to 
appoint  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  city,  or  of  such  place 
respectively,  where  such  vacancy  shall  happen,  to  be  a 
com  111  issi  oner  in  the  room  of  the  person  so  deceased^ 
disqualified  or  resigning  :  ancU  in  any  of  the  said  cases, 
the  person  so  chosen  or  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
have  the  like  power  and  authority,  as  the  other  com* 
missioners,  appointed  by  or  in  pursuance  of  this  act^  are 
invested  with. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  QoBHficationof 
That  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  acting  as  a  commis- 
iioner  in  any  case  in  the  execution  of  this  actj  anless  be 
shall  be  in  the  actual  possessioD*  enjoyment^  or  receipt  of 
the  rents  and  profits  of  an  estate  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  twenty  pounds ;  or  shall  be  possessed  of  a  per- 
sonal estate  alone,  or  a  real  and  personal  estate  together, 
of  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds  ;  or  shall  be  heir  ap- 
parent to  a  person  in  possession  of  an  estate  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  :  and  if  any  person, 
not  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall  presume  to  act  aj  a  com* 
missioner  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  he  shall,  for  every 
such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds;  to  be  re* 
covered^  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  any  person  who  will 
inform  or  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts 
of  record  at  Westminster,  by  action  of  debt,  or  upon  the 
case,  bill,  suit  or  information  ;  wherein  no  essoigo,  pro- 
tectioni  privilege  or  wager  of  law,  nor  more  than  one 
imparlance,  shall  be  allowed;  and  in  which  action  or  suit 
it  shall  be  only  necessary  for  the  plaintiff,  or  informer, 
to  prove,  that  the  defendant  acted  as  a  commissioner  in 
the  execution  of  this  act  -,  and  a  verdict  shall  be  (bund 
against  the  defendant,  unless  he  shall  prove  in  hia  de« 
fence,  that  he  was,  at  the  time  of  his  so  acting,  qualified 
accordint;  to  the  true  intent  and  meanint;  of  this  act. 


cording 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  by  the  authority  aforesaid; 
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and  defray  their 
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Tliat  the  first  tneetitig  of  ihe  said  comniisaioDers  shall  be ^ 
held  on  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  one  ihousand  sefeiifl 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  at  the  town  of  March  in  the  iilc 
of  Ely,  io  the  county  of  Cambridge  ;  and  that  the  second 
meeting  of  the  said  commissiooers  shall  be  held  at  the 
lown  of  Down  ham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  ;  and  thm 
the  third  meeting  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  held 
at  the  city  of  Peterboroogh,  in  the  county  of  Northaai[}« 
ton :  and  that  the  said  commissioaers  may  meet,  from 
time  to  time,  by  adjournment,  or  otherwise,  at  each  of 
the  said  places,  in  the  order  and  course  herein  after  pre- 
scribed as  often  as  they  shall  think  proper;  not  less  thaa 
nine  of  the  said  commissioners  (whereof  four  at  the  leait 
to  be  commtssionerB  for  the  said  city,  or  for  some  or  one 
of  the  several  places  aforesaid,  im powered  by  this  act  to 
choose  commissioners)  being  present  at  every  such  meet-  _ 
ing,  I 

Provided  always.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  said 
commissioners  shall  be  annually  held  at  the  said  lown  of 
March,  upon  the  third  Thursday  in  August ;  and  that  all 
meetings  of  the  said  commissioners,  in  the  intervab  be- 
tween the  said  general  meetings,  shall  be  held,  in  rotation, 
at  the  said  towns  of  March  and  Downham,  and  the  said 
city  of  Peterborough,  except  where  a  meeting  shall  bt 
appointed  to  be  held  by  notice  only,  and  not  by  adjoarD- 
ment;  in  which  case,  such  meetings  shall  be  held  at  the 
place  next  in  ro ration  to  the  place  where  the  next  meet- 
ing is  appointed  to  be  held  by  adjournment. 

Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  coid- 
missi oners  shall,  at  every  meeting,  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  adjourn  de  die  in  diem^  and  meet  again  at 
the  same  place,  until  the  business  to  be  transacted  at  sack 
meeting  shall  be  completed:  and  that  the  said  commis- 
sioners,  at  all  and  several  their  meetings  to  put  this  act, 
or  any  part  thereof^  into  execution,  shall,  out  of  their 
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own  private  monies,  pay  and  defray  all  their  own  charges 

and  expences. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  notice  in  writing,  of  Notice  to  be  ^ 
/.    t  .  ,  .     .  ,  r     t       given  of  mcci- 

every  meeting  of  the  said  commissioners  (except  ot  tne  iog,. 

meetings  to  be  held  by  adjournment  de  die  in  diem^  as 

aforesaid)  shall  be  signed  by  nine  or  more  of  the  said 

commissioners^  and  affixed  upon  the  market-cross,  or  in 

some  other  public  place,  in  the  cities  of  Peterborough 

and  Ely,  and  in  the  town  of  Lynn,  Downham,  Chateris, 

March,    Ramsey,   and  Upwell,  aforesaid ;  and  shall  be 

published  in  the  Northampton,  Stamford,  Cambridge  and 

Ipswich  Journals,  and  in  one  of  the  Evening  Posts  in 

London  (so  long  as  such  newspapers  shall  continue  to 

be  published)  fourteen  days  at  least  before  every  such 

meeting. 

Provided  always,  That  no  meeting  shall  be  held  at  any  Mectiogi  not 
of  the  said  three  places  within  the  space  of  six  days  be-  certain  timei  of 
fore  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  August  and  the  twenty-  the  year, 
ninth  day  of  September  in  any  year ;  or  within  the  space 
of  three  days  after  the  said  twenty-ninth  day  of  August 
and  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  or  during  the  time 
of  Lynn  Mart ;  or  within  the  space  of  three  days  befone 
or  after  the  said  mart;  or  in  the  week  in  the  month  of 
April  wherein  a  meeting  of  the  governor,  bailiffs  aud 
conservators  of  the  said  corporation  of  the  Great  Level 
of  the  Fens  is  held  at  Ely ;  or  in  Whitsun-week,  wherein 
another  meeting  of  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  con- 
servators is  held  at  London. 

♦And,  for  defraying  the  necessary  expences  of  putting  Tlielblb. 
this  act  in  execution,  and  of  carrying  on  and  completing 
the  said  navigations,  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid.  That  at  each  of  the  sluices,  called  Stand- 
ground  Sluice,  Salthirn,  otherwise  Salter's  Load  Sluice, 


•  The  reyenues  of  the  Nene  Commissionen  are  intended  to  be  increased  by 
the  provisions  and  regulations  of  an  act  passed  34  6.  3,  c.  92,  (1794)  "  for 
making  and  maintaining  a  navigable  canal  from  Wisbech  Rlrer,  at  or  near  a 
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Slid  OM  BeiifMt  Slftice,   there  ihalt  be  paid  to  tb^ 
lector  or  collectors,  to  be  appoinled  as  liereiriafter 
reeled^  for  the  respective  goods  followmg ;  that  is  t 
Ibr  erery  chaldroD  of  coals*  hynn  measure;  for 
IraoAfed  of  bttleivi;    for  every  half  handred  of 
deds)  for^veiylofcd  of  tinjber,  accoontiag  forty  1 
Ae  load.  Calliper  laeasom;  for  everj  eight  pai 
mHik,  aooemititig  ten  tod  to  the  pack ;  for  every  % 
at  sril  s  Ibr  «? erjr  load  of  wheat,  rape- seed,   Ug 
coIe»teed»  iMirky^  fft,  peas  or  beans,  aecoantiti 
qttaitatt  to  Uie  load;  for  every  last  of  oals«  or 
Wg;  ft«P  eiFety  two  Aoiisand  of  tuff;  for  every  1 
reed^  iedg^j  hay^  flax  or  hemp,  reckouiDg  twent 
died  Hrright  10  the  load ;  for  every  last  of  mal 
every  thoasaod  of  tiles  ;  for  every  five  haDdred  of| 
fiMr  eVery  ttraity  feet <of  slooe;  aod  for  every  d 
oflinie}  liie  waEi  of  Ibree  pence;  and  the  like  i 
direc  peitoe  for  every  (on  weight  of  all  other  1 
wares,  aserdMadiaes  or  commodities  whatsoever ;  ^ 
itt  ffroportioa  for  swy  grealer  or  Itss  quantity  or  < 
which  said  iOiiis  shaH  and  may  be  demanded  nm 
IB  the  name  of,  or  as,  a  toll  or  duty  ;  and  shall  1 
b}'  every  person  who  shall  cany  or  convey  any 
through  the  safd  sluices,  up  or  down  the  sard 
creek   or  drains ;    and   the  nmnies  to  be  receiv 
hereby  vested  in  the  said  commissioners,  and  s 
applied  and  disposed  of  for  the  several  uses  and  pi 
of  this  act,  and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose  whah 
and  in  case  of  neglect  or  denial  of  payment  of  t 


place  called  the  Old  Sluice,  in  the  town  of  Wisbech,  in  the  isle  of 
coanty  of  Cambridge,  to  join  the  river  Nene,  in  the  parish  of  Outir 
said  isle  of  Ely,  and|in  the  cooaty  of  Norfolk  ;  aad  for  improving  i 
tainiog  the  navigation  of  the  said  rirer  from  Outwell  Church  to  Sal 
Sluice." 

The  following  clauses  relate  to  those  prorinons  and  regulation 
to  72.  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  K,  L. 
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toll  or  duly^  on  demand^  the  said  collector  or  collectors 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  seise  and  detain 
any  of  the  said  goods  or  commodities,  or  the  vessel* 
carrying  the  same;  and  io  case  the  said  IoIIb  or  duties 
shall  not  be  paid  wilhio  three  days  after  such  seizure,  il 
shall  be  lawfol  for  the  said  collector  or  collectors  to  sell 
the  goods  or  commodities^  or  the  vessels  carrying  the 
same^  so  seized  and  detained  as  aforesaid;  rendering  th% 
overplus  (if  any)  to  ihe  owners,  after  the  said  lolls  or 
duties,  together  with  the  reasonable  charges  of  seizing, 
detaining  and  selling  the  said  goods  or  commodities,  or 
vessels  carrying  the  same,  shall  be  satisfied  and  paid. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  Pleasure  bo«ti^ 
not  extend  to  restrain  any  person  from  keeping  a  plea- 
sure-boat, for  the  purpose  of  rowring  or  sailing  npon  the 
said  rivers,  creek  or  drains,  as  he  or  she  shall  think  fit  j 
nor  shall  any  toll  or  duty  be  demanded  upon  account  of 
such  pleasure  boat,  so  as  no  goods  or  mercbandi^e  be 
carried  therein. 

Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  oil- 
cakes, malt-dusr,  pigeons*  dung,  and  all  other  manure 
and  compost,  of  any  nature  or  kind  whatsoeicr,  shall 
have  free  passage  upon  the  said  rivers,  and  through  all 
and  each  of  the  said  sluices,  without  being  subject  to 
any  toll  or  duly  ;  any  thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Provided  ueveriheless,  that  such  oil-cakes,  as  are  made 
of  lin-sccd,  shall  not  be  deemed  manure  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of 
them,  shall,  at  their  first  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  town 
of  March  aforesaid,  have  full  power  and  authority,  by 
writing  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  nominate  and 
appoint  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shttll  think  fit,  to 
be  collector  or  collectors  of  the  tolls  and  duties  hereby 


ami  manure 
pxpRipted  froB 
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granted ;  and  also  such  person,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  to 
be  treasurer  or  receiver  of  the  several  sums  of  mooej 
arising  by  such  tolls  and  duties,  and  of  all  other  monies 
to  be  raised,  levied  and  paid  by  or  under  the  auihoritj 
Collectors,  and  of  this  act  (such  collector  or  collectors  giving  bond,  with 
^^Beca^y.     ^^^   sufficient  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  for  the  due 
^payment,  to  the  treasurer,  of  all  money  to  be  collected 
by  him  or  them;   and  such  treasurer  or  receiver  also 
giving  bond,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  satis* 
faction  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of 
them,  in  the  penalty  of  two  thousand  pounds,  for  the 
due  application  of,  and  accounting  for,  the  monies  by 
him  to  be  received) ;  and  shall  also  administer  an  oath 
to  such  collector  or  collectors,  for  the  true  and  faithful 
executing  of  his  or  their  office  in  or  about  the  premises: 
and  the  said  collector  or  collectors  shall,  upon  the  fint 
Monday  in  every  month,  or  oftener,  if  required  by  the 
said  commissioners  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  by 
writing  under  their  hands  and  seals,  pay,  or  cause  to  be 
paid,  into  the  hands  of  the  said  treasurer  or  receiver,  all 
and  every  the  sum  and  sums  of  money,  which  he  or  they, 
the  said  collector  or  collectors,  shall  have  collected  or 
received,  by  virtue  of  this  act:  and   the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  shall  also,  at  their 
first  meeting  as  aforesaid,  have  full  power  and  authority, 
by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  nominate  and 
appoint  a  clerk,  and  surveyor  or  surveyors,  for  doing  all 
other  matters  and  things,  which  may  be  necessary  to  be 
performed  in  execution  of  this  act:   and  such  collector 
or  collectors,  treasurer  or  receiver,  clerk,  and  surveyor  or 
surveyors,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed, 
out  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for 
their  care  and  pains  in  executing  their  respective  offices, 
so  much  as  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  more 
of  them,  shall  think  reasonable  ;  and  shall  be,  from  time 


APPENDIX. 


609 


time,  reraoveablc,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  more^of  them,  assembled 
ms  aforesaid :  and  all  vacaneies  which  shall   happen  by 
dealh,  resignation  or  removal  of  any  of  the  said  officers, 
^ball  be  filled  up  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine 
«-  more  of  them,  at  the  first  meeting  to  be  held  after  any 
kich  vacancy  shall  happen*;  and  the  person  or  persons 
80  appointed,  upon  any  such  vacancy,  shall,  unless  re- 
moved by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  more 
fcf  them,  at  some  subsequent  meeting,  continue  in  his  or 
their  respective  office  or  offices  until  the  aforesaid  annual 
meeting  of  the  said  commissioners  upon  the^third Thurs- 
day in  August;  at  which  time  the  commissioners  then 
assembled,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  either  to  confirm  and  continue  the 
person  or  persons,  so  appointed,   in  their  respective  of- 
fices, or  to  remove  and  displace  them,  as  they  shall  think 
proper^  and  appoint  others  in  their  stead :  and,  in  case  of 
the  death  of  any  collector  or  collectors,  the  said  trea- 
surer or  receiver  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
appoint  such  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  think  pro  peri 
ho  collect  and  receive  the  tolls  and  duties  hereby  granted* 
till  the  next  meeting  of  the   said  commissioners,  such 
-person  or  persons  giving  such  security  as  aforesaid. 
m    Provided  always^  That  the  person  or  persons  to  be  ap- 
■pointed   collector  or  collectors    of  the    said   tolls   and 
duties,  shall  not  be  the  same  person  or  persons  as  shall 
be  keeper  or  keepers  of  any  of  the  sluices  herein  before • 
mentioned* 
%    Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted^  That   the 
leepers  of  the  said  sluices,  called  Standground  Sluice, 
^&illhiro,  otherwise  Salters  Lnad  Sluice,  and  Old  Bed- 
Hbrd  Sluice*  shall,  from  lime  to  time,  be  appointed  and 
paid  by  the  corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
led  Bedford  Level,  and  be  under  their  direction. 

2   R 
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And,  to  the  intent  that  the  qaantity  and  < 
such  goods  and  com  modi  ties,  as  shall,  at  sny 
carried  or  conveyed  up  or  down  the  said  rvft 
and  drains,  may  be  discovered  and  known,  an 
tolls  by  this  act  granted  may  be  justly  and  dal 
it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  ev 
man  or  other  person,  who  shall  at  any  Ume  eai 
vey  up  or  down  the  said  rivers,  creek  or  d 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  whatsoever,  s 
demand,  give  to  the  said  collector  or  collecl 
and  true  account,  according  to  the  best  of  hit 
and  belief,  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  all  ti 
wares  and  merchandized,  and  of  the  name  oi 
the  respective  owner  or  owners  thereof;  whic 
being  put  into  writing  by  the  said  collector  or 
the  said  waterman,  or  other  person,  shall  sol 
name  or  mark  to  the  same ;  and  if  he  shall  r 
do,  or  shall  deliver  in  a  false  or  aDtrue  accoun 
for  every  such  refusal  or  untrue  account  to  I 
livered  in,  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  shillings 
above  the  tolls  or  duties  payable  for  such  good 
mercbandizes,  by  virtue  of  this  act;  to  be  re 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
so  offending,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and 
justice  of  the    peace  for  the  county,  libertj 
where  such  offence  shall  be  committed  :  and 
person  so  offending  shall  not  have  sufficient 
chattels,  whereupon  the  said  forfeiture  can  b 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  justice,  or  any  ol 
of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  liberty  or  pla- 
mit  the  person  so  offending  to  the  house  of 
there  to  remain  without  bail  for  the  space  of  < 
unless  the  said  forfeiture  shall  be  sooner  paid 

And,  to  the  end  that  a  sufficient  sum  of  u 
be  speedily  raised  for  the  purposes  of  this  act 
ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tha 


APPENDIX. 


611 


commissioners^  or  any  twenty-five  or  more  of  them 
(eight  of  them,  at  least,  being  commissioners  for  the  city 
or  places  aforesaid)  shall  have  fall  power  and  authority, 
at  any  meeting  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  whereof 
previous  notice  shall  be  given  in  manner  before  directed, 
fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  such  meeting, 
from  time  to  time,  to  borrow  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
which  they  shall  think  necessary,  not  exceeding  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  pounds  at  any  one  meeting,  and  to 
convey  and  assign,  by  writing  or  writings  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  the  tolls  and  duties  granted  by  this  act, 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
lend  or  advance  to  the  said  commissioners  any  sum  or 
tarns  of  money ;  and  the  duties  so  conveyed  and  as- 
signed, as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  made  a  se- 
carlty  for  the  re-payment  of  the  money  so  advanced  or 
lent,  with  legal  or  less  interest  for  the  same,  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  said  commissioners,  assembled 
as  aforesaid,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  the  person 
or  persons  lending  or  advancing  such  money;  which  said 
money,  so  to  be  borrowed,  shall  be  applied  and  disposed 
of  as  the  said  tolls  or  duties,  by  this  act  granted,  are  di- 
rected to  be  applied  and  disposed  of,  and  to  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatsoever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Asiignmeiits  to 
Thit  copies  of  all  and  every  the  assignment  or  assign-  ^trSe*d^ 
ments,  so  to  be  made  by  the  commissioners  as  aforesaid,  or  treaiiirer. 
ihall  be  registered  or  entered  at  length  in  a  book  or  books 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  said  clerk,  or  the  said 
treasurer  or  receiver;    which  said  book  or  books  shall 
iod  may  be  seen  and  perused,  at  all  seasonable  times, 
by  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  without  fee  or 
reward. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  SecuritieitrtBs* 
rhat  all  and  every   person  or   persons,  to  whom  any  ' 
ittignment  or  assignments  of  the  said  tolls  or  duties 

2  H  2 


6i2 


APPENDIX. 


sball  be  made  as  aforeBaid,  or  who  shall  be  iatitled  to 
the  money  thereby  secured,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  by  proper  words  of  assignments,  to  be  indorsed  oi 
the  back  of  his,  her  or  their  seenrity,  or  by  any  oiki 
writing  or  writings  under  his,  her  or  their  hand  andieil^ 
or  hands  and  seals,  to  be  duly  executed  in  the  pretcoQe 
of  two  or  more  credible  witnesses,  assign  or  transfer  In^ 
her  or  their  right,  title,  interest  or  benefit  to  the  prindpil 
and  interest-money  thereby  secured,  or  any  part  theml^ 
to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  ;.  whidi  liid 
transfer  or  assignment  shall,  within  three  months  afts 
the  date  thereof,  be  produced  and  notified  to  the  Mtf 
clerk,  or  the  said  treasurer  or  receiver ;  who  shall  cmt 
an  entry  or  memorial  of  such  assignment  or  traoifer, 
containing  the  date,  parties  and  sum  of  money  thefds 
mentioned  to  be  transferred,  to  be  made  in  the  said  book, 
to  be  kept  for  the  entering  of  the  said  original  assigp- 
ments ;  for  which  the  said  clerk,  treasurer  or  reorifa 
shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  two  shiUiugs  and  six  fmtf 
and  no  more  :  and  after  such  entry  made,  such  ass^ 
ment  shall  intitle  such  assignee,  his,  her  and  their  ere* 
cutors,  administrators  and  assigns,  to  the  benefit  tbeieeC 
and  payment  thereon ;  and  such  assignee  may,  in  lite 
manner,  assign  again,  and  so  toiies  quoties:  and  it  shaB 
not  be  in  the  power  of  such  person  or  persons,  who  sbtQ 
have  made  such  assignment,  to  make  void,  release  or 
discharge  the  same,  or  any  monies  thereby  due,  or  aoj 
part  thereof. 
Application  of  -^od  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
^^iSacdT  ^  T^^^^  if  the  sum  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  said  corpontiot 
of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  towards  defraying  the 
expences  of  procuring  this  act,  shall  not  be  sufficient  for 
thai  purpose,  the  residue  of  the  said  expences  shall,  ia 
the  first  place,  be  satisfied  and  paid  out  of  the  monej  to 
be  raised  or  collected  in  pursuance  of  this  act;  aodtfait 
after  such  expences  shall  be  satisfied  and  paid  as  afuR* 


I  saidf^aJl  the  money  lo  be  raised  or  collected,  as  atoreta 
shall  be  ii[»plied  aod  disposed  of  in  the  payment  of  ^uch 
sums  as  shall  become  due  aod  payable  by  virtue  of  this 
act ;  and  in  scouring,  cleansing,  widening  and  depthen- 
ing  the  said  creek,  called  Well  Creek,  from  Salthirnj 
otherwise  Salters  Load  aforesaid,  to  the  town  of  Out- 
well;  and  also  the  river  Nene,  through  the  said  towns 
Outwell,  Upwell  and  March,  directly  to  Flood's  Ferry, 
and  from  thence  to  Ramsey  High  Load  aforesaid;  and 
in  preserving  and  improving  in  like  manner,  the  naviga* 
lion  from  Flood^s  Ferry  through  Whittlesea  Dike  to 
Standground  Sluice  aforesaid ;  and  also  in  scouring  and 
deepening  the  Old  Bedford  River,  from  the  Old  Bedford 

k Sluice  to  Welch's  Dam,  and  the  Forty-foot  Drain,  from 
Welch's  Dam  to  the  river  Nene,  in  the  parish  of  Ram- 
sey aforesaid  ;  and  in  making,  maintaining  and  securing 
B  free  haling-way,  for  the  better  carrying  on  of  the  said 
Davigations,  and  in  repairing  the  damages  which  shall 
H|l>e  done  to  the  banks  by  haling  thereon;  and  in  such 
^^other  works,  not  being  prejudicial  to  the  draining  of  the 
country,  as  the  commissioners  assembled,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  order  and  direct* 

Provided  always.  That  a  distinct  and  separate  account  Distinct  *c- 

liall  be  kept  of  the  tolls  to  be  collected  at  Salters  Load  kepu 

^aod  Standground  Sluices,  and  of  the  tolls  to  be  collected 

at  the  Old  Bedford  Sluice,  and  that  the  tolls  or  duties  to 

be  collected  at  Salters   Load  Sluice,  and  Standground 

Sluice,  shall  be  ap[>lied  to  and  laid  out  in  the  improving 

of  the  navigation  betwixt  the  said  two  sluices,  and  frooi 

Flood's  Ferry,  up  the  river  Nene,  to  Ramsey  High  Load 

bfiforesaid,  only,  and  not  in  the  improvement  of  the  other 

rtiavigation,  through  the  Old  Bedford  Sluice ;  and  that 

the  tolls  or  duties,  to  be  collected  at  the  Old  Bedford 

Sluice,  shall  be  applied  towards  scouring  and  deepening 

le  Old  Bedford  River,  and  the  Forty *foot  DraiUi  to  the 
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river  Neoei  as  aforeiaid,  and  to  no  other  use  or 
whatsoever. 

Provided  also^  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
monej  shall  be  borrowed,  tior  any  new  works  o? 
be  undertakeo,  at  any  meeting  of  the  said  commi 
unless   previous  publick  notice  shall   have  bei 
thereof  J  In  manner  before  directed,  fourteen  dayi 
before  &uch  meeting;  nor  unless  twentj-five  of 
commissioners  (whereof  eight  at  least  shall  be 
sioners  for  the  city  or  places  aforesaid)  shall  b 
at  such  meeting ;  but  that  any  nine  or  more  &t 
commissiooers  (four  camniissioners  for  the  city 
aforesaid  at  least  being  present)  assembled  as  \ 
shall  have  full  power  and  autboritj  to  put  in  < 
all  other  matters  and  thiogg  by  this  act  direct 
performed  by  the  said  commissioners. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority 
that  the  said  commtssionerij  or  any  twenty- fin 
of  them,  assembled  as  aforesaid,  and  not  otherv 
have  full  power  and  autboriLy  to  employ,  oi 
with,  any  person  or  persons,  for  the  perform  an 
works  they  shall  think  necessary  to  be  done,  in  | 
of  this  act,  for  preserving  and  improving  the  j 
gatiuns,  or  any  part  thereof  j  such  contracts 
6uch  time  or  iimesj  and  under  such  conditio^ 
said  commissioners,  or  the  major  part  of  them^  i 
at  aforesaid^  shall  think  proper :  and  the  persi 
sons  em  ployed  J  or  contracted  with,  as  aforesaid,] 
agents,  servants  and  workmen,  are  hereby  auth 
jmpowered  to  open,  cut,  cleanse^  scour,  depthe 
or  straighten  the  said  rivers,  creek  and  drains,  o 
thereof,  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  making  the  g 
places  where  it  is  possible  to  be  done,  thirty  (e 
the  bottom,  forty  feet  wide  at  the  top,  and  three 
er  at  the  least  than  any  of  the  adjacent  fen-dik 
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remove  and  take  away  all  treee,  roots  of  trees,  dirt^  grar 
veU  or  sand-beds^  which  may  Iiinder  or  obstruct  the  said 
navigBtioDS ;  and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  matters  and 
ihiDgs,  not  being  prejudicial  to  the  draining  of  the  coun- 
try, which  the  commissioners  shall  judge  necessary  or 
convenient^  for  improving  and  maintaining  the  said  na- 
vigations. 

Provided  nevertheless^  that  the  said  commissioners 
shall  not  erectj  or  cause  to  be  erected,  any  sluicei  plough, 
or  other  works,  in  or  upon  the  Old  Bedford  River  (ex- 
cept the  Pen  Sluice  hereinafter  directed  to  be  made  at 
the  mouth  of  the  said  river)  or  in  or  upon  the  said  forty- 
foot  drain,  or  between  the  ford  called  Ashhnes  Gravel 
and  Sailers  Load  Sluice  aforesaid,  or  between  Flood's 
Ferry  and  Ramsey  High  Load;  and  that  the  sluice  now 
erected  above  Ashlines  Gravel  aforesaid,  shall  not  be 
raised  higher  from  the  threshold  than  five  feet  nine  inches, 
the  present  height  of  the  said  sluice* 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  make  a  pen  sluice,  for  stopping  the  water  at 
Horsey  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Hnntingdon,  and  to 
prevent  the  waters,  taken  into  the  river  Nene  at  Stand- 
ground  Sluice,  from  lowing  out  of  the  said  river,  and 
Whit tlesea  Dike  aforesaid  j  and  also  to  make«  set  out 
and  appoint  towing-paths,  and  haling-ways  upon  the 
banks  of  the  said  creek,  called  Well  Creek,  and  of  the 
said  river  Nene,  from  Salthirn  Load  Sluice  to  March 
Bridge;  and  from  thence  along  the  south-east  hank  of 
the  said  river, over Borrough  Moor  Common,  to  Borrougli 
Moor  severals  ;  and  from  thence  along  the  north*west 
bank  of  the  said  river,  to  Flood's  Ferry  aforesaid;  and 
from  thence  along  the  south  bank  of  Whittlesea  Dike  to 
Angle  Bridge;  and  from  thence  along  the  north  bank 
of  the  said  dike  lo  Asblines  Gravel;  and  from  thence 
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along  Ihe  sooth  bank  of  the  iaici  dike  to  1^ 
Bridge ;  and  from  thence  along  the  south  bank 
said  River  Nene  to  StRtidgrotind  Sluice  aforesa 
also  to  set  out  baling* waji  on  the  banks  of  Ih 
Neoe^  from  Flood's  Ferry  to  Ramsey  High  Loa 
said  ;  for  lowing  and  drawing,  with  roen  or  horses 
and  other  vessels,  passing  ihroagh  or  npon  tb 
river  and  dike^  in  such  manner  as  ihe  iaid  cotnm 
shall  think  coaveoieut ;  first  making  satisfactk 
respective  owners  or  proprietors  of  any  landst  U 
or  hereditaments^  which  shall  be  digged,  cut 
dowOj  ur  otherwise  made  u^e  of^  for  all  or  an 
purposes  aforesaid,  for  any  damage  such  ownen 
pnetor9  nball  or  may  sustain  thereby « 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  Eo; 
more  of  the  said  commissioners,  assembled  as  s 
in  case  no  greater  number  shall  be  present,  %% 
full  power  and  authority  to  treat  with^  or  receif 
ials  from^  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  % 
agree  or  contract  for  the  performance  of  any  wo 
done  in  pursuance  of  this  act ;  but  no  agrei 
contract  shall  be  finally  made,  or  entered  iota 
purpose,  unless  at  some  meeting,  at  which  at  leaf 
five  of  the  said  commissioners  (eight  being  coo 
ers  for  the  city  or  places  aforesaid)  shall  be  prei 
of  which  the  said  commissioners,  to  whom  sac 
sals  shall  have  been  delivered,  shall  give  foart 
notice  at  least,  in  manner  before  directed,  spec 
such  notice,  the  occasion  and  design  of  such  m 

And,  for  the  better  effecting  of  the  premisse 
the  end  that  the  said  navigations  may  be  carri^ 
preserved  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  be 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  s 
missioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  assc 
aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
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wilh  the  owners  or  proprietors  of  any  lands,  lenementa 
or  heredi Laments  whicli  tbey  the  said  comiiiissioners 
shall  judge  necessary  to  be  cut,  digged,  palled  down  or 
otherwise  made  use  of^  for  the  purposes  of  rbis  act ;  and 
aUo  to  adjust  and  settle  what  proportioa  of  the  sum,  so 
agreed  to  be  paid  tipon  account  of  such  lands,  tenements 
or  hereditaments^  shall  be  given  to  any  tenant^  or  other 
person,  having  a  particular  estate,  term  or  interest  in 
any  of  the  premisses :  and  this  act  shall  be  sufficient 
to  indemnify  the  said  commissioners,  and  all  persons  em- 
ployed or  authorized  by  ihcm,  against  such  owners  or 
proprietors,  their  heirs,  administrators,  or  assigns,  as  if 
such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  had  been  sold  by 
deed  of  feoffment,  bargain  and  sale,  or  other  assurance 
in  the  law,  done  by  fine  and  recovery,  or  any  other  way 
whatsoever. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen,  that  some  persons,  or  bo-  Bodies  poU- 
dies  politick,  corporate  or  collegiate,  feoffees  in  trust,  or  trmteei,  im 
others,  who  are  seised  of  some  lands,  tenements  or  here-  ^^^  ^ 
ditaments,  which  may  be  thought  necessary  to  be  pur- 
chased for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  may  be  willing  to  treat 
and  agree  for  the  sale  of  such  landa,  tenements  or  here- 
ditaments,  but  by  reason  of  infancy,  coverture  or  other 
disability,  may  be  incapable  of  selling  or  conveying  the 
same ;  be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  bodies  politick, 
corporate  or  collegiate,  corporations  aggregate  or  sole, 
and  all  feoffees  in  trust,  executors,  administrators,  guard- 
ians, or  other  trustees  for  and  on  behalf  of  any  infants, 
femes  covert,  or  cestui  que  trusts,  and  all  other  persons 
whomsoever,  who  are  or  shall  be  seised  or  possessed  of. 
Of  interested  in,  any  such  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, to  contract  and  agree  with  the  said  commission- 
€f9,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  assembled  as  aforesaid, 
for  the  purchase  of  such  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, or  of  their  interest  therein,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
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said;  and  to  iell  and  convey  the  eame^  as  occa%ioi 
be  or  require:  and  all  coutracUi  agreemenU,  eali 
coDveyauces  which  shall  be  so  made,  shall  be  val 
mil  inteots  and  purposes ;  any  law^  statute,  uiage  Oi 
matter  or  thing»  whatsoever,  to  the  contrary  no 
staodiug  :  and  all  feoffees  in  trust,  execotors,  ad 
trators^  guard  iani,  aod  truatees,  corpora tioo  cqU^ 
aggregate  or  iole^  and  all  other  personsj  shall  t 
tbey  are  here  by  ^  indemnified  for  what  they  do  by 
and  in  puri^uaoce  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afo 
that  if  any  person  or  pertoni,  bodies  politick^  coi 
or  collegiate,  or  other  person  or  persons,  seised  or  ] 
ted  of,  or  interested  in,  any  lands  tenements  or  he 
ments*  which  may  be  necessary  to  be  purchased 
purposes  aforesaid,  shall,  for  the  space  of  ten  day 
notice  in  writing  tohim^  her  or  them  giveo^  or  left 
dwelling-house  or  place  of  abode  of  such  persoo 
ftooe,  or  of  the  head  officer  or  oflieers  of  such 
politick,  corporate  or  collegiate,  or  at  the  house 
tenant  in  possession  of  the  said  IandS|  tenements  c 
diiaments^  neglect  or  refuse  to  treaty  or  shall  nol 
io  the  premissesy  or,  by  reason  of  absence,  shall  I 
vented  from  treating ;  then,  and  in  every  or  an 
case,  the  said  commissioners,  or  anj  nine  or  more  c 
assembled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  they  are  here 
I>owered  to  issue  their  warrant  or  warrants  to  the 
of  the  connty,  or  the  high  bailiff  of  the  Isle  of  E 
the  time  being,  respectively,  where  snch  lands 
ments  or  hereditaments  shall  lie  or  be  situate ; 
hereby  required  to  impannel  and  return  before  tj 
commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  ass 
as  aforesaid,  at  such  time  and  place  as  in  snch  ' 
or  warrants  shall  be  appointed,  twenty-four  suh 
and  disinterested  persons  of  the  said  county,  on 
Ely,  respectively,  qualified  to  serve  on  juries,  to 
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that  out  of  ihem.  a  jury  of  twelve  men  may  be  avtoTU, 
to  Joquire  toucbiog  the  matters  in  question:  and  in  de- 
fault of  a  sufficieat  number  of  jurymen  appearing  at  the 
lime  and  place  mentioned  in  such  warrant  or  warrants^ 
the  said  sheriff,  or  high  hailiBf,  or  his  deputy  respectively, 
shall  return  olher  honest  and  indifTerent  persons,  quali- 
fied as  aforesaid,  who  can  speedily  be  procured  to  attend 
that  service,  to  make  up  the  number  of  twelve :  and  the 
said  jury  shall,  upon  their  oaths,  to  beadmistered  by  the 
said  commissioners^  or  any  nine  or  more  of  tbcmi  acting  **'l?^**''*' 
in  the  premisses  (which  oath  they  are  hereby  impowered 
and  required  to  administer)  inquire  into^  assess  and  award 
what  recompence  and  satisfaction  shall  be  made  to  the 
person  or  persons  seised  or  possessed  of,  or  interested  in, 
fiuch  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  or  any  part  there- 
of, for  his,  her  or  their  respective  estates  and  interests  in 
the  same;  and  upon  such  verdict,  the  said  commission- 

■  ers,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  acting  in  the  premisses, 
shall  give  judgment  for  the  sum  or  sums  so  awarded  and 
assessed,  and  shall  order  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  per- 
son or  persons  intitled  thereto ;  and  such  verdict  and 
Judgment,  and  order  thereupon,  shall  be  binding  and  coo* 
elusive,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  against  the  said  par- 

_^   ties,  and  all  others  claiming  or  to  claim,  in  possession, 

f  reversion,  remainder,  or  otherwise,  their  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, as  well  absent  or  present,  infants,  femes  covert, 
and  persons  under  any  other  disability  whatsoever,  bodies 
politick,  corporate  and  collegiate,  and  all  and  every  other 
person  and  persons  whomsoever ;  and,  being  put  into 
writing,  under  the  bands  and  seals  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  liberty  or  place 

K  where  such  verdict  shall  have  been  given,  to  be  kept 
amongst  the  records  of  the  sessions  of  such  county,  liber- 
ty or  place;  and  the  same,  or  a  copy  thereof,  shall  be 
ddoutted  as  evidence  in  all  courts  whatsoever:  and  all 
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and  every  person  and  persons  any  way  interested  in  such 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  shall,  from  thence- 
forth be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes^  divested  of  all  right, 
title,  claim,  interest  or  property  in,  to,  or  oat  of  the  tame. 
Commisaonen       And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Bommon  and**    That  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them, 
examine  wit-     acting  in  the  premisses,  shall  have  full  power  and  aotho- 
rity  to  summon  any  witnesses  (not  being  a  peer  or  peer- 
ess of  Great  Britain)  who  may  be  thought  proper  to  be 
examined,  to  attend  and  give  evidence  before  any  jarj, 
to  be  impannelled  and  summoned  for  the  purposes  afor^ 
said  ;  and  also  to  administer  an  oath  to,  and  examine  til 
such  witnesses,  or  any  other  witnesses,  who  may  be  pro- 
duced before  such  jury ;  and  shall  also  order  or  caoie 
the  said  jury  to  view  the  place  or  places  in  question,  and 
use  all  other  lawful  ways  and  means,  as  well   for  their 
own  as  for  the  better  information  of  the  jury,  in  the 
premisses,  as  they  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine  or 
more  of  them,  acting  in  the  premisses,  shall  thing  fit; 
and  that  all  persons  concerned  shall  have  their  lawfal 
challenges  against  any  of  the  said  jurymen,   when  thej 
And  to  im-        Come  to  be  sworn  :  and  the  said  commissioners  or  any 
5Sr«hcriff"or"*  ^^°^  ^^  more  of  them,  acting  in  the  premisses,  shall  hafe 
any  witness       power,  from  time  to  time,  to  impose  any  fine  or  fines, 

orjoiyman, 

neglecting  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  upon  such 
^  "^*  sheriff  or  high  bailiff,  or  his  deputy,  respectively,  mak- 
ing default  in  the  premisses  ;  and  also  a  fine  not  exceed* 
ing  five  pounds  nor  less  than  forty  shillings,  upon  any 
witness  who  shall  refuse  to  attend,  or  be  sworn,  or  to  give 
evidence;  and  upon  any  of  the  persons,  who,  being 
duly  summoned  and  returned  upon  any  jury,  shall  not 
appear  (unless  some  reasonable  cau^e  of  his  or  their  ab- 
sence shall  be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
commissioners  acting  in  the  premisses)  or  shall  refuse  to 
be  sworn  on  the  said  jury,  or,  being  sworn,  shall  not  give 
his  or  thdr  verdict,  or  shall  in  any  other  manner  wilfiiUy 
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neglect  bis  or  their  duty  in  the  premisses,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act :  which  6ne  or 
fines,  respectively,  shall  and  may,  in  default  of  payment 
thereof,  upon  demand,  be  levied  and  recovered  by  war- 
rant under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said  commissioners, 
or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  party  or  parties  offending,  or 
wilfully  making  default  in  the  premisses. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Porchaie- 
That  all  and  every  sum  and  sums  of  money,  or  recom-  JI^°n  ibc  tSl^ 
pence,  to  be  agreed  for,  or  assessed  and  awarded  as 
aforesaid,  and  also  the  charges  attending  such  purchase, 
assessment  or  reward,  shall  be,  and  is  and  are  hereby 
charged  upon  the  tolls  by  this  act  granted,  or  upon  any 
money  to  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  the  said  tolls; 
and  shall  be  paid  thereout  accordingly  to  the  persons  re- 
spectively intitled  thereto,  or  to  their  respective  agents  ; 
and  that,  upon  payment  or  tender  thereof  to  such  per- 
sons, or  their  agents,  or,  in  case  of  their  refusal  to  accept  . 
the  same,  upon  leaving  the  same  in  the  hands  of  the 
clerk  to  the  said  commissioners,  for  the  use  of  such  per- 
sons the  said  commissioners,  and  all  other  persons  au- 
thorized or  employed  by  them,  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  enter  upon  the  said  premisses,  and  to  cause 
such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  to  be  cut,  digged, 
pulled  down,  or  otherwise  made  use  of,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  said  navigations ;  and  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  in- 
demnified for  so  doing,  against  such  persons,  their  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Comminio&cr» 
That  the  said  commissioners  shall  from  time  to  time,  and  ^thii\^!n^' 
at  all  times  hereafter,  maintain  and  keep  in  repair  such  P^* 
towing-paths  or  haling-ways  upon  the  banks  of  the  said 
river,  creek  and  drain,  as  shall  be  made  and  set  out  as 
aforesaid,  except  such  part  thereof  as  is  a  publick  and 
common  highway ;  and  also  shall,  where  wanting,  set  up, 
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aud  from  time  to  time  matntaia  convenient  gat€«,  pci- 
sages  and  stiles,  in  or  upon  the  banks  or  lands  adjoitibg 
to  the  said  river>  creek  and  drain,  where  any  lowiog- 
paths  or  haling-ways  shall  be  made  and  set  out  as  afore- 
said; And  aliio,  if  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  po* 
son  or  persons  authorized  by  them,  as  aforesaid,  sihtll 
find  it  necessary  to  make  any  new  cuts  or  trenches,  bj 
reason  whereof  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  any  laodsy 
lenemenLs  or  hereditaments  may  not  have  sach  conteai- 
ent  access  thereto^  or  passage  from  thence,  as  they  befoft 
enjoyed  J  or  shall  find  it  necessary  to  deepen  the  said 
river  so  much,  in  any  part  thereof,  where  there  are  fonh 
or  highways  over  the  same,  that  such  fords  or  bighw^ 
may  be  thereby  rendered  impassable  or  dangerous ;  ibeii, 
and  in  any  of  the  said  cases,  the  said  commissioners,  ^mt 
any  nine  or  more  of  them,  shall  first  cause  a  sufficient^ 
bridge  or  bridges  to  be  erected  where  such  new  cats  or 
trenches  shall  be  intended  to  be  made,  and  where  sock 
fords  or  highways  now  are;  and  shall,  from  lime  to  Un^ 
maintain  and  keep  the  sard  bridges  in  repair,  for  the  con- 
venience and  accommodation  of  all  persons  having  OCCB- 
aion  to  pass  over  the  same. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enact 
That  if  any  part  of  the  banks  of  the  said  rivers,  creek  or 
drains,  which,  by  this  act,  are  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  the 
said  commissioners,  shall  at  any  time  be  broke  down,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the 
lands,  where  such  breach  shall  happen,  to  cause  the  same 
immediately  to  be  repaired ;  such  owner  or  occupier  gtv* 
ing  notice  directly  to  some  officer  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, that  such  breach  has  happened ;  or  if  any  part 
of  the  banks  of  the  said  rivers,  creek  or  drains  shall  be  tn 
danger  of  a  breach,  and  notice  of  such  danger  shall  be 
given,  in  writing,  to  any  of  the  agents  or  servants  of 
the  said  commissioners,  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of 
the  lands  lying  against  such  banks,  and  the  agents  or 
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servants  of  tbe  eaid  com mts§i oners  shall  oeglecl  to  repair 
the  same  for  the  space  of  four  days,  that  theo  it  shall  auJ 
may  be  lawful  for  tbe  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  lands 
wljere  danger  of  such  breach  shall  be,  to  cause  the  said 
banks  Lo  be  repaired;  and,  ip  either  of  the  cases  afore- 
said, the  monies  expended  thereon  shall,  upon  demandr 
be  reimbursed  lo  such  owner  or  occupier  out  of  the  tolls 
to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

And  be  it  furlher  enacted^  That  the  governor,  bailiffs 
and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  tbe 
said  Great  Level,  shall,  at  their  own  ex  pence,  cause  to 
be  erected  a  pair  of  ebb-doors  at  Sailers  Load  Sluice, 
and  also  another  pair  of  ebb-doors  at  Old  Bedford  Sluice 
aforesaid,  which  respective  doors  shall  be  seven  feet  three 
inches  high  :  and  that  the  said  doors,  and  also  the  said 
sluices  at  Standground  Salthirn,  otherwise  Sailers  Load, 
and  Old  Bedford,  shall  remain  under  the  care  and  aian* 
agement  of,  and  from  lime  lo  time,  be  kept  in  repair  by 
the  said  governor,  bailifl's  and  commonalty. 

Provided  always,  That  the  said  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed by  or  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  cause  a  pair 
of  gales  to  be  erected  at  the  mouth  of  Old  Bedford  River 
aforesaid,  in  order  to  the  making  of  a  pen-sluice  there; 
and  shall  also  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver  to  the 
said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonaliy,  the  sum  of  fif- 
een  pounds  annually  out  of  the  tolls  to  be  collected  at 
Old  Bedford  Sluice  aforesaid,  and  also  the  sum  of  thirty 
pounds  annually,  out  of  the  lolls  to  be  collected  at 
Standground  and  Salthirn  otherwise  Sailers  Load  Sluices 
aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  order  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  erecting,  aliering  and  keeping  in  repair  the 
said  ebb*doors  and  sluices:  And  also  that  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty,  with 
the  money  arising  from  their  own  taxes  and  revenues, 
from  time  to  time,  to  cleanse,  deepen  and  scour  out  any 
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part  or  parU  of  the  Old  Bedford   Rifejr  ar>d  tbe 
foot  Drain,  and  to  strengthen  and  repair  aoj  | 
parts  nf  tbe  banks  of  tbe  said  rirers*  creek  and 
without  any  letL  or  ob^itruction  frnm  the  commii 
appointed  by  or  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Provided  aUo,  That  if  at  any  time  the  said  gc 
-  ^^^the  bailifFa  and  commonaUj  sliall  not  keep  tbe  aa 
doors  or  sin  ices  in  repair,  and  shall  neglect  to  re] 
same  for  tbe  space  of  ten  days  after  notice,  in 
sball  have  been  given  by  the  surveyor^  appointed 
said  eomintssioners,  to  the  f^aid  govern or^  bail 
commonalty,  or  to  any  of  the  keepers  of  tbe  said 
that  such  repairs  are  necesiary^  it  shall  be  lawfn 
said  commissioDers,  or  any  person  or  persons  au' 
by  til  em  as  aforesaid,  to  cause  the  Baid  ebb-i 
sluices  to  be  repaired  i  and  the  money  expended 
repairs  shall  and  may  be  deducted  out  of  the  re 
annual  sums,  or  either  of  them,  herein  before  dir 
be  paid  by  the  said  commissioners  to  the  said  g 
baililTs  and  commonalty. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  eoftd 
the  improvement  and  preservation  of  the  said 
tions,  and  the  several  works  already  erected  < 
erected,  and  every  other  matter  and  thing  hereby 
to  be  done  for  that  purpose  (except  as  herein  I 
excepted)  shall  be  wholly  under  the  managemeo 
tion  and  controul  of  the  said  commissioners,  i 
not  be  under  the  survey  or  orders,  nor  subject  to 
troul^  of  the  said  corporation  of  the  Great  Le^ 
Fens,  except  only  in  those  cases  wherein  the 
poration  shall  proceed  by  presentment,  and  a 
commissioners  of  sewers  ^any  law  or  statute  to 
trary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding :  And  that  th* 
to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  apj 
disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  the  said  comn 
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^liallj  from  time  lo  time,  order  and  appoint^  and  as  hereiQ 
befurc  is  directed  concerning  the  same,  and  io  do  other 
manner  whattjoever. 

Provided  also,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the  drain  Prodiocott* 
culled  Marslilaod  Cut,  or  the  Tonga  Drain,  shall  not  at  ToagtOrmin. 
any  time  be  run,  unless  upon  a  breach  of  bank,  or  in  case 
of  imminent  danger  thereot*>  or  unless  the  water  in  ihc 
said  rivers  be  raised  more  than  one  foot  above  the  level 
soil  of  the  lowest  landsi  in  Lbe  fens,  cior,  in  any  of  the  said 
cases^  without  an  order  in  writing  signed  by  ten  of  ihe 
said  commissioners;  whereof  five  to  be  commissioners 
for  the  said  corporation  t^f  the  Great  l^evel  of  the  Fens, 
or  for  the  borough  of  King's  Lynn ;  and  the  other  five 
to  be  commissioners  fur  the  city  of  Peterborough,  or  the 
places  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tunneli  not  to 
That  where  any  tunnel  shall  be  made  for  taking  water  ceruiodeptb, 
out  of  the  said  rivers,  creek  or  drains^  into  the  fens  or  low 
grounds,  the  bottom  of  such  tunnel  shall  not  at  any  time 
be  laid  more  than  two  feet  low  er  than  the  surface  of  the 
adjacent  lands;  and  that,  where  any  tunnel  shall  be  iaid^ 
for  taking  any  water  out  of  the  said  rivers,  creek  or 
drains  ioto  the  high  lands^  the  bottom  of  such  tunnel 
bhall  at  all  times  be  laid  upon  the  same  level  with  those 
in  the  low  or  fen  grounds;  to  the  end  that  such  a  quan^ 
tity  of  water  may  at  all  times  be  kept  in  the  said  river,  as 
the  commissioQcrs,  or  their  agents,  shall  ibink  proper; 
and  that  the  same  may  be  constantly  maintained  of  a 
sufficient  depiU  for  lbe  use  of  tbe  said  navigations:  And  Pmnltjfor 

any  person  shall  offend  in  the  premises,  by  laying  the  Si^I^"^ 
bottom  of  any  tunnel  lower  than  herein  before  is  limited 
nd  prescribed,  and  shall  be  lawfully  convicted  thereof, 
fore  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  place 
where  such  offence  shall   be  committed,  he  or  she  so 
offending,  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit,  to  the  use 

ii»f  the  persoQ  giving  information  thereof,  the  sum  of  fiv^ 
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pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  distress  aod  sale  of  it 
det's  good  ;i[id  chaltels,  by  iv arrant  under  the  h 
ieal  of  the  justice,  before  whooi  be  or  she  bhall 
vlcltd  as  aforesaid.  ^ 

And  lie  it  furlher  euacled  by  the  aolhority  I 
That  it  shall  be  law  ful  for  the  coiDiiiissioDers,  or 
or  more  of  them,  assembled  as  aforesaid,  to  c^ 
tuQUtrlj  which  is  or  shall  be  laid  lower  than  here 
U  limitedp  lo  be  takeu  up,  or  otherwise  stoppe4i 
manner  as  ihey  ^hatl  think  most  proper,  ^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority^ 
That  the  said  comuiis^ionersp  or  any  nine  of 
them,  sball  have  full  power  and  authority »  at  aQ 
meetings  as  a  foresaid  ^  from  timp  to  time^  Lo  119 
orders  and  decrees  for  improving  and  pres€rvii]| 
Bavigations,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  fur  s 
the  manner  of  baling  upon  the  banks  of  the  sf 
creek  and  draioi,  and  for  the  well  governug 
watermen  and  boatmea  usittg  the  said  uavig 
they  the  said  coiiiuiiaaioii€r&  shall  think  proper 
venienL 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
That  every  boatmaster,  and  owner  of  any  bo 
or  other  vessel,  which  shall  pass  up  or  dowi 
rivers,  creek  or  drains,  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
swerable,  and  shall  make  satisfaction,  for  any 
mischief  which  shall  be  done  by  his  or  her  b4 
or  other  vessel,  or  by  any  of  the  crew  thereof 
the  weirs,  locks,  dams,  sluices,  or  other  works, 
to  be  erected  or  maintained,  by  authority  of 
and  also  for  any  damage  or  trespass  which  shs 
or  committed  by  his  or  her  boat,  lighter,  or  oj 
or  by  his  or  her  horses  or  servants,  to  or  upon 
lands,  or  tenements  adjoining  to  the  said  rivei 
drains;  which  satisfaction  shall  and  may  bi 
and  recovered,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  act 
pass,  or  on  the  case,  in  any  court  of  record: 
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And,  for  preventing  damages,  iiiischitffsi,  and  tres* 
passes,  which  may  be  done  or  comiiiitled  by  rude  and 
disorderly  persons,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  if  any  waterman,  or  other  person,  having 
ihe  care  and  inanagetnent  of  any  boat  or  other  vessel, 
shall  lay  such  boat  or  vessel  so  as  to  obstruct  the  pas- 
sage of  other  boats  or  vessels,  or  hinder  the  opening  or 
shutting  of  any  of  the  said  locks  or  sluices,  and  shall  not, 
when  required,  iui mediately  remove  the  same;  or  if  any 
person  shall  throw  any  dirt*  gravel,  soil,  or  other  annoy- 
ance, into  the  waters,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  navi- 
gations; or  shall  wilfully  oflfend  against  any  order  or  de- 
cree made  by  the  said  comuiissioners,  as  aforesaid ;  such 
waterman,  or  other  person,  so  offeoding,  shall  and  may, 
by  the  authority  of  this  act,  and  without  any  other  war- 
rant, be  apprehended  by  the  constable  of  the  parish  or 
place  where  such  offender  shall  be  found,  and  carried 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  same  county  or 
place ;  who>  upon  proof  of  the  complaint,  by  the  oath  of 
one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses  (which  oath  the 
said  justice  is  hereby  impowered  and  required  to  adminis- 
ter) or  by  the  confession  of  the  party  accused,  shall  im- 
pose €ach  6ne  upon  the  offender,  as  the  said  justice  shall 
think  reasonable,  not  exceeding  five  pounds  uorless  than 
twenty  shillings  ;  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  such 
boat  or  vessel,  or  of  any  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
ofiender,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  jus- 
lice;  and,  for  want  of  sufficient  di^iiress,  such  offender 
fthall,  by  like  warrant,  be  committed  to  the  house  of  cor- 
rection ;  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  fof  any  lime  not 
exceeding  three  months^  nor  less  than  one  month,  at  ihe 
di^cretioir  of  such  justice. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  per- 
ton  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by  the  order  or  judg- 
ment of  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  account  of  any 
offence  against  this  act,  such  person  shall  have  liberty 
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to  appeal  to  ibe  justices  at  the  ocxt  general  or  q 
session  to  lie  held  fur  fbe  coanty  or  place^  wherein  ii 
order  or  judgiDcnt  shiill  have  been   Diade  or  giTeo; 
person  so  appealing  giving  security,  to  the  iatisfflctii 
of  the  said  justice,  to  prosecute  such  appeal  with  effect, 
and  tc  pay  llie  cosls>  which  shall  be  ascerlnioed  by  die 
said  general  or  quarter  session,   in  case  such  order 
judgment  shall  be  affirmed:  And  ihe  justices  in  the 
general  or  quarter  session  are  hereby  authorized  and 
quired  to  hear  and  determine  the  said    appeal,  and 
make  such  order  therein,  as  to  them  shall  appear} 
which  order  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  all  partitf ; 
and  shall  not  be  removeable  by  writ  of  Certiorari^  4^M 
otherwise,  into  anj    of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  record  i^^ 
Westminster  or  elsewhere. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  order  or  judgmeotof 
any  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be  quashed  or  vacated  fdj 
want  o  f  f o  rm  on  ly . 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aotbority  aforcsai<^ 
That  the  respective  penalties  and  forfeitures  by  this  act 
inflicted  (the  application  whereof  is  not  herein  p&rtica* 
larly  directed)  shall  he  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  trrt«j 
surer  or  receiver  of  the  monies,  to  be  raised  by  virltic^ 
this  act;  and  shall  be  applied  and  disposed  of  fori 
use  of  the  said  navigations,  and  to  no  other  Qse  orpof-^ 
pose  %vhatsoever. 

And  for  preventing  the  breaking  down  or  denragiog 
any  of  the  works,  which  shall  be  erected  or  made  in  par* 
suance  of  this  act,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforf* 
said.  That  if  iiny  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully  and 
maliciously  cut,  break  down,  damage,  or  destroy  tfri 
banks,  or  other  works,  erected  or  made  for  the  pur 
aforesaid,  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  adjudged  juil^y 
of  felony ;  and  shall  be  subject  and  liable  to  the  lile 
pains  and  penalties,  as  in  case  of  felony  :  And  the  coarU, 
by  and  before  whom  such  person  or  persona  shaii  be 
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tried,  sball  have  full  power  and  authorily  lo  transport 
such  felons  for  ihe  space  of  seven  vears,  in  like  mnaner 
as  other  felons  arc  direclnd  to  be  transported  by  ihe  laws 
and  statutes  of  this  realm. 

And  be  it  further  ^oat-ted  by  the  aiHhority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  com tnissi oners,  or  any  twenty-five  or  more 
of  them,  assembled  at  their  annual  meeting  aforesaid, 
upon  the  third  Thursday  in  August,  shall  have  full  power 
and  auLliority  from  time  to  time»  to  lessen  or  reduce  the 
tolls  by  this  act  granted,  if  they  the  said  commissioner* 
shall  think  proper;  and  also  to  raise  and  augment  tlic 
same  again,  as  I  bey  the  said  com  miis  loners,  or  any 
twenty-five  or  more  of  them,  assembled  at  their  annual 
meeting  as  aforesaid,  or  the  major  part  of  ihem  so 
assembled,  shall  judge  necessary;  so  as  no  greater  tolls 
be,  at  any  time,  demanded  or  taken,  than  are  by  this  act 
granted  and  made  payabhi. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  said  commissioners  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  enabled  to  determine  what  toll  a  or  duties 
may  be  necessary  to  be  raised  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act,  and  that  the  respective  sums  of  money  lo  be  col- 
lected, levied,  and  borrowed,  by  virtue  thereof,  may  be 
duly  accounted  for,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  or  receiver  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  herein  before  is  directed,  shall  fairly  set  down 
and  enter  in  one  or  more  hook  or  books  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  an  account  of  ail  monies  by  him  received 
and  disbursed^  in  pursuance  of  this  act;  specifying,  in 
ihe  said  account,  the  times  when,  and  the  persons  from 
find  to  whom  such  monies  were  received  or  disbursed, 
and  for  what  u^es  and  purposes;  which  book  or  books, 
or  a  true  copy  thereof,  signed  by  the  said  treasurer  or 
receiver,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  commissiooers,  at 
their  annual  meeting  afores^iid,  upon  the  third  Thursday 
in  August,  and  also  at  such  other  meetings  as  the  said 
DinisaionerSf  or  any  nine  or  more  uf  tliem,  shall  re- 


ComioiisioQcri 

im powered  to 

lessen  tlic  tit)  Is; 

and  niW  tUc 

»aaie  Hgalit,  if 

tliey  ttmik  it* 


Trenfurr  r  itiil 
collccton  to 
account. 


630 


APPBNDrX. 


quire  the  same;  and  the  said  treasurer  or  receiver  ihall 
also  verify  the  said  book  or  books  upon  oath,  if  there- 
unto  required  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine  or 
more  of  them,  assembled  as  aforesaid;  who  are  hereby 
im powered  to   administer  such  oath,   and   also   to  di^ 
charge  such  treasurer  or  receiver  of  all  such  tuoniet  ai 
he  shall  have  fairly  and  truly  accoanted  for,  as  afore- 
said :  And  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  nine  or  tnoit 
of  them,  shall  also,  at  iheir  annual  meeting  as  afore^aid| 
and  at  such  other  meetings  as  they  shall  think  proper, 
summon  before  them,   and,  if  ihcy  think  fit,  examioc 
upon   oath    (which    oalh    the   said    commissioners    aw 
hereby  im  powered  to  administer)  the  collector  or  collec- 
tors, clerk,  surveyor  or  surveyors,  and  persons  employed 
in  or  enlrosted  with  the  receipt  or  expenditure  of  all  or 
any  of  the  monies  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  ect;  J 
which  collector  or  collectors,  clerk,  surveyor  or  survey  on,  V 
and   persons    employed    or   entrusted   as    aforesaid,  ore 
hereby  required  to  render  to  the  said  commissionen,  of 
any  nine  or  more  of  them,  assembled  as  aforesaid,  a  true, 
exact  and  perfect  account,  in  writing,  of  all  and  every 
the  sum  and  sums  of  money  so  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived or  expended  as  aforesaid :  And  in  case  the  said 
treasurer  or  receiver,  collector  or  collectors,  clerk,  or  aoy 
olher  officer  or  person  employed  or  entrusted  as  afore* 
said,  shall  be  found  in  arrear,  or  refuse  to  account,  or  to 
pay  the  money  due  upon  the  balance  of  such  accouo: 
according  to  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  said  com- 
missioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them^  assembled  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissionert, 
or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  assembled  as  aforesaid,  bj 
warrant  or  warrants  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  levy, 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  found  in  arrear,  or  refusing  lo  accooQlyfl 
or  to   pay   the    money  due    upon  the   balance  of  such  ^ 


account,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  as  he  or  they  shall 
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be  required  to  accoant  for,  or  as  shall  be  found  due  upon 
the  balance  of  his  or  their  account ;  and  for  want  of  suf- 
ficiert  distress,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said-commis- 
sioners,  or  anj  nine  or  more  of  them,  bj  like  warrant  or 
warrants  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  commit  such 
person  or  persons  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county, 
city  or  place  where  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  then 
assembled,  there  to  remain  without  bail,  until  he  or  they 
shall  have  made  a  true  account  and  payment  as  afore- 
said. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Limiutkin  of 
That  if  any  action,  suit  or  information  shall  be  com-  ^  ^"*' 
menced  or  prosecuted  against  any  person,  for  any  thing 
done  in  pursuance  or  execution  of  this  act,  the  person 
sued  shall  and  may  plead  the  general  issue;  and,  upon  Generml istoe. 
any  issue  joined,  may  give  this  act  and  the  special  mat- 
ter in  evidence;  and  if,  in  any  such  suit,  the  plaintiff  or 
prosecutor  shall  become  nonsuit,  or  forbear  prosecution, 
or  suffer  a  discontinuance;  or  if  a  verdict  shall  pass 
against  him,  or  judgment  be  given  against  him,  upon  a  * 

demurrer;  then,  in  any  of  the  said  cases,  the  defendant 
shall  recover  treble  costs,  and  have  the  like  remedy  for  Treble  cotn. 
the  same,  as  any  defendant  or  defendants  hath  or  have 
for  costs  of  suit,  in  any  other  cases,  by  law. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  in  Rightsofthe 
ibis  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  ex-  Bedford Lerd 
tend,  to  invalidate,  lessen,  diminish,  alter,  or  take  away, 
any  of  the  rights,  powers  or  authorities  which,  by  an  act 
made  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Second  (intituled,  if  An  Act  for  settling  the  draining 
of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford  Level'*)  or 
by  any  other  act,  statute  or  otherwise,  are  vested  in  the 
said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty;  except  such 
rights,  powers  or  authorities  as  are  by  this  act  altered  or 
taken  away ;  or  to  invalidate,  lessen,  diminish,  alter,  or 
take  away,  any  of  the  rights,  powers  or  authorities  of  the 
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Mid  c«fpOf»tfoil  •f  the  Great  Level  of  ihe  Feu<t|  f 
BcdftudXeveiy  as  comnnssiucicri  of  sewers,  actit 
pifftnUmBOlp  and  trial  by  a  jury.  ! 

Alkl  be  il  further  enacted  by  the  anlhority  afai 
"lOlItt  tbit  ad  dial]  be  takeo  and  allowed  ia  all^ 
ijiitbiii  thU  kiogdom  at  a  publick  act;  and  iba 
^idieiidty.  lakeo  o^tice  of  as  sueb  by  all  judges^  ju 
a|id  olher  penoDSy  without  specially  pleading  the  i 
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FIRST  BOND  ACT. 

29  GEO.  IL  c.  9* 


dtiog  claniet 
inKtUCftr. 


An  Act  for  eUabUshing  a  Fund  for  Payment  qftht 
of  the  Governor f  Bailiff  $  and  Commonalty  of  tl 
pany  of  Comervators  of  the  Great  Level  of  t 
catted  Bedford  Level ;  and  for  exchanging  the 
Bonds  of  the  said  Corporation  for^  other  Bonds 
out  of  the  Revenues  of  the  MtSldle  and  South 
Part  of  the  said  Great  Level;  and  for  enabling 
Corporation  to  borrow  further  Sums,  for  the  Ui 
said  Great  Level. 

Whebbas  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the 
year  of  the  reign  of  Kidg  Charles  the  Second^  ii 
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**  An  Act  for  settliog  the  draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  2,  for dmalng 
the  Tern,  called  Bedford  Level/^  taking  notice  that  ^'^^''^^'^^ 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  according  lo  a  law  of  sewers, 
made  at  King's  Lynn  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  the  First,  had  undertaken  the  draining  of 
the  said  Great  Level,  situate  within  the  counties  of 
Norlhamphjn,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lincoln,  Cambridge  and 
Huntingdon  J  and  the  isle  of  Ely,  and  bounded  as  in  the 
said  act  is  particularly  mentioned  and  described;  and 
that  he,  the  said  Earl^  was  to  have  for  his  recom pence 
ninety-five  thousand  acres  of  the  grounds  within  the  said 
level,  with  convenient  highways  and  passages  to  the 
same  ;  and  that  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  son  and  heir  of 
the  said  Earl  Francis,  with  divers  of  his  adventurers  and 
participants,  had  proceeded  in  the  completing  and  finish- 
ing of  the  said  works  ;  but  that  the  same  could  not  be 
preserved  without  constant  care,  great  charge,  and  or- 
derly government;  it  was  therefore,  amongst  other 
things,  enacted.  That  the  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford, 
and  the  adventurers  and  participants  of  the  said  Earl 
Francis  and  Earl  William,  or  either  of  them,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  in  such  manner  as  in  the  said  act  is  con* 
tained,  should  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed 
and  name,  and  have  succession  for  ever,  by  the  name  of 
The  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  Com- 
pany of  Conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens; 
with  power  to  lay  taxes  upon  the  said  ninety-five  thou- 
sand acres  only  (twelve  thousand  acres  whereof  had  been 
designed  and  intended  for  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles 
the  First,  and  had  been  set  forth  and  allotted  by  bounds 
in  severalty)  for  the  support,  maintenance  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  said  Great  Level,  and  lo  levy  the  same  with 
penalties  for  non-payment,  and  to  do  all  other  things  in 
order  to  the  support,  maintenance  and  preservation  of 
the  said  Great  Level  and  Works  made  and  to  be  made, 
'  I  such  manuer  as  in  the  said  act  is  mentioned:  and 
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whereas  by  another  act  made  in  ihe  Iwcntielh  year  of 
90  Car.«.         the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  '*  An  ad 
for  the  taxing  and  assessing  of  the  lands  of  ihc  adteii* 
turers  within  ihe  Great  Level  of  the  Fens/'  it  was  enacted, 
that  eighty- three  thousand    acres,    parcel   of  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres,  should  from  time  to  time  be 
taxed  and  assessed  b}*  a  gradual  acre-tax,  of  difiiefait 
sorts  and  values  of  lands ;  and  that  the  said  twdve  ihoo* 
sand  acres,  residue  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acRi» 
should  be  taxed  as  a  medium  of  the  whole  tax,  to  he 
from  time  to  time  assessed  upon  the  said  ninety-five 
thousand  acres ;  and  to  the  end  that  the   said  eighty- 
three  thousand  acres  might  be  more  equally  taxed  by  t 
gradual  tax,  certain  persons  in  the  same  act  named,  weie 
appointed  surveyors  and  valuers  of  the  said  eighty-three 
thousand  acres ;  and  were,  within  the  time  limited  by 
the  act,  to  digest  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres 
into  a  number  of  sorts  and  degrees,  not  under  the  oom- 
her  of  seven  sorts  and  degrees,  and  to  rate  and  tax  such 
degrees,   and  digest  the  same  into  schedules  in  writing, 
and  make  returns  thereof,  upon  their  oaths,  into  the  Fen 
Office,  in  such  manner  as  by  the  said  act  is  prescribed: 
And  whereas  by  valuations  made  by  the  several  persons 
appointed   by  the  said    act  of  the  twentieth    of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  and  duly  returned  into  the  office  of 
the  said  corporation  in  London,  the  said   eighty-three 
thousand  acres  were  set  out  and  digested  into  eleven 
different  sorts  and  degrees  of  land,  and  the  several  sami 
to  be  rated  and  assessed  upon  each  of  the  said  sorts  and 
degrees,  as  their  respective  proportions  of  the  taxes  to  be 
paid  to  the  said  corporation  were  by  the  said  valuations 
settled  and  limited ;  and  the  said  eighty-three  thousand 
acres  have  always  since  been  taxed  by  a  gradual  acre- 
tax,  according  to  the  degrees  and  proportions  so  set  cot 
and  allotted,  and  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres  at  a 
medium  of  such  tax  ;  a  single  tax  upon  the  said  eighty* 
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ree  thou  sand    ncreSj   together  willi    the  produce  of  a 
proportionable  tax  upon  I  he  said  twelve  ihousjind  acres, 
amounting  lo   the  sum  of  five  thousand   find  fifty- one 
pounds  seven  shillings  and  two  pence  :   And  whereas  by  «nd  27  Geo,  2. 
another  act  made  in  the  Iwenty-sevenlh  year  of  ihe  reign 
of  his  present  Majesty,  intiLuled,  '*  An  act  for  discharg- 
ing ihe  Corporation  of  the  Governor,  Baihffs  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  Company  of  Conservators  of  ihc  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens,  commonly  called  Bedford  Level,  from 
a  debt  due  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincolo  j 
and  for  enabling  the  Proprietors  of  Lands  in  the  North 
Level,   Part  of  the  said  Great  Level,   to   raise  Money  to 
discharge  the  Proportion  of  the  said  North  Level  in  the 
DebtK  of  the  said  Corporation  ;  and  for  ascertaining  and 
appropriating  the  Taxes  to  be  laid   on  the  said  North 
Level ;  and  for  the  more  effectual  draining  and  preserv- 
ing the  said  North  Level,  and  divers  Lands  adjoining 
thereto,   in    the    Manor   of    Crowland ;"    taking  notice 
(amongst  other  things)  that  at  a  court  of  the  said  cor- 
poration^ held  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety-seven^  the  said  corporation  declared^ 
that  the  said  Great  Level  should  be  distinguished  by  the 
several  naujes  of  the  North  Level,  Middle  Level,  and  ^ 

South  Level  ^  and  also  taking  notice  that  the  said  cor- 
poration, in  order  to  support  and  preserve  the  several 
works  for  draining  the  said  Great  Level,  had  been  obliged 
to  borrow  money  and  contract  debts,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  I  be  sum  of  forty -nine  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-three  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  nine  pence ; 
it  was  amongst  other  thingR^  enacted,  That  the  said  go- 
vern or,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  con- 
servators of  tlie  said  Great  Level  of  the  FeiiSj  and.  their 
successors^  and  all  and  every  the  lands,  taxes,  rents  and 
revenues  of  the  said  corporation,  should  be  absolutely 
discharged  from  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  nine  pence 
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(part  of  the  said  debt  of  forty-nine  thousand  ooe 
dred  and  lifty-three  (jootids  eleven  slitllings  and  m 
pence)  due  and  owing  to  tbe  moat  noble  John  Duke 
Bedford,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Eari  of  I 
coin,  who  are  the  o%vners  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  I 
lying  within  the  said  North  Level ;  and  that  the  turn  of 
on^  thousand  eight  hundred   pounds,   to  be  raided  from 
the  taxable  lands  lying  within  the  said  North  Level,  ita 
tlie  manner  by  the  said  act  directed,  should,  when  rnitt^M 
be  applied  in  discharge  of  the   proportion   of  the  mi 
Norlh  Level  of  and  in  the  residue  of  the  said  debt  t*f 
forty -nine    thousand     one    hundred    fifty -three    pouoth 
eleven  shillings  and  nine  pence ;  And  it  was  b}*  the  Mid 
last- mentioned  act  also  further  enacted   and    declared, 
That  the  taxes  chargeable  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts  of 
the  fifteenth   and   twentieth  years  of   King  Charles  the 
Second,  upon  the  taxable  lands  within    the  said  Norii 
Levels  should  be  always  thereafter  fixed  and  settled  opoa 
so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  part  of  the  said  eighty-lhrw 
thousand  acres  at  a  tax  and  a  quarter,   and  on  so  mudi 
thereof  as  shall  be  part  of  the  said  twelve  tbousaod  acreit 
in  proportion  thereto^  according  to  tlie  said  act  of  ibe 
twentieth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  should  not  be 
lessened   or  increased   under  any  pretence  whatsoertf ;  ^ 
and  thai  all  the  money  which  sbould  arise  or  be  produced  fl 
by  the  said  taxes,  within  the  said  North  Level,  and  dl 
other  the  rents  and  revenues  arising  and   payable  to  the 
said  corporation,    by,   from  or  out  of  the  said  North 
Level,  or  any  part  thereof,  should   from  iheocefortb  be 
applied  and  di& posed  of  by  the  said   governor,  bailiffi 
and  cotninonaUy,  and  their  successors,   in  and  about  the 
several  banks  and  works  of  the  said  North  Level,  la  the 
said  act  particularly  mentioned,  and  to  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatsoever;  and  that  the  said  North  LeYel,  aod 
all  and  singular  the  lands,  tenements,   rents,   taxes,  and 
revenues  thereof  should   be  freed,  exonerated,  andilis- 
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barged  of  and  Trom  the  residue  of  the  said  debt  of  forl^* 
nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifLv-tbrcf  pounds  eleveo 
shillings  and  nine  pence,  and  all  interest,  payable  fur 
and  in  respect  thereof;  and  that  the  said  North  Level| 
or  the  lands,  rents,  revenues,  and  taxes  thereof,  or  of  any 
part  thereof,  should  Dot  be  subject  or  liable  to  the  pav* 
ment  of  any  debt,  or  sum  or  sums  of  money,  which 
should  at  any  time  thereafter  be  contracted,  taken  up-, 
or  borrowed  by  the  said  corporation^  for  or  on  aceouni 
of  the  said  Middle  or  Sonlh  Levels,  or  either  of  them  > 
and  also  that  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either 
of  theoi,  or  the  land;^,  tenements,  rents^  revenues,  and 
taxes  of  them,  or  either  of  them,  should  not  be  subjecl 
or  liuljje  lo  the  payment  of  any  debt,  or  sum  or  sums  of 
money  whatsoever,  which  should  at  any  time  thereafter 
be  contracted,  taken  up  or  borrowed  by  the  said  corpo- 
ration, on  account  of  the  said  North  Level :  And  whereas 
the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  has 
been  raised  and  applied  in  pursuance  of  the  said  aci 
of  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign  ; 
and  the  said  corporation  have  also^  since  the  making  of 
the  said  last-mentioned  act,  paid  oSf  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds,  in  farther  part  of  the  said  debt  of 
fortj'-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds 
eleven  shillings  and  nine  pence,  over  and  besides  the 
said  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  raised 
and  applied  as  aforesaid  ;  whereby  the  debt  of  the  said 
corporatiou  is  reduced  lo  the  sum  of  twenty*scveu  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty  pounds  :  And  whereas  the 
fiaid  debt  of  twenty-seven  thnusand  four  hundred  and 
forty  pounds  is  secured  by  bonds,  under  the  seal  of  the 
said  corporation,  who  have  thereby  bound  and  obliged 
themselves  to  pay  the  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  said 
respective  bonds ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  said  sum  af 
twenty-seven  thousand  fuur  hundred  and  forty  pounds  is^ 
by  ibc  said  act  of  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  his  preseni 
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Majesty,  become  a  charge  upoo  tUe  said  MI 
South  Levels  only,  it  i^  become  necessary  to  exc 
the  bonds  Tor  securing  ihe  said  di:bt  and  lo  meni 
the  new  baods   to  be  given  for  that  purpose,  tli 
tnuney  io  to  be  serared  b  due  from  the  said  Midd 
South  Leveb  only  ;    And  wberca»  doubts  have 
amongst  the  creditara  of  the  said  corporatioo^  cobc 
the  securities  tbey  now  bnve  for  their  respective 
by  reason    that  the   said  corporalion  have    it  ii 
power^  under  the  before-nienlioned  acts  of  tbe  Hi 
and  twentieth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  either 
such  parts  of  the  said  ninety -five  thousand  acrem 
within  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  with  ver 
taxes,  or  not  to  tax  the  same  at  all,  whereby  tb 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  due  to  the  said  en 
may  become  deScient :  And  whereas  the  said  corp 
may  have  occasion  to  borrow  further  sums  ofmo 
the  support  and  preservation  of  the  said  Great 
and  It  will  be  necessary  to  distinguish  in  all  future 
to  be  eutered  into  by  the  said  corporation,  whet 
money  borrowed  upon  such  bonds  be  for  or  on  i 
of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  for  or  on  i 
of  the  said  North  Level :  To  the  end  therefore 
•ufficient  fund  may  be  at  all  times  hereafter  rais 
secured  for  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  said  corpc 
and  that  the  bonds  given  by  the  said  corporation 
said  sum  of  twenty-seven  thousand  four  bandi 
forty  pounds,  may  be  exchanged  as  aforesaid  ;  a 
the  said  corporation  may  be  enabled  to  borrow  so 
ther  sums  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  support  a 
servatioD  of  the  said  Great  Level ;  and  that  disiinc 
may  be  given  for  the  money  which  shall  be  so  b< 
upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levi 
upon  account  of  the  said  North  Level;  be  it  ena 
the   King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  w 
advice  and.  consent  of  the  lords  spiritaal  and  tei 
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and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  TbaL  during  such  lime  as 
any  debt  or  sum  of  money  shall  he  due  and  owing  from 
or  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  all 
such  parts  of  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres  as  lie 
within  the  said  Levels,  or  either  of  them,  shall  yearly 
and  every  year  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  rated,  taxed, 
charged  and  assessed  by  and  with  a  single  gradual  acre 
tax  J  and  such  parts  of  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres  as 
lie  within  the  said  Middle  or  South  Levels,  with  a  me- 
dium of  such  single  gradual  acre-tax,  according  to  the 
said  act  of  the  twentieth  of  King  Charles  the  Secood, 
md  the  valuations  made  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Provided  always,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  go- 
vernor, bailifTs,  and  conservators  of  the  said  corporation, 
from  time  to  time,  to  rate,  charge,  tax  or  assess  all  such 
3arts  of  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres,  and  twelve 
thousand  acres,  as  lie  within  the  said  Middle  or  South 

Evels,  with  any  farther  tax  which  they,  the  said  gover- 
^hor,  bailiDls  and  conservators,  shall  judge  necessary,  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  might  have  done  before  the 
making  of  this  acU 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  id  lieu  of  the  bonds 
heretofore  given  by  the  said  corporation,  for  secaring  the 
payment  of  the  said  debt  of  twenty-seven  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty  pounds,  the  said  governor,  bailiffs, 
and  conservators,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof 
the  said  governor  or  bailiffs,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two, 
shall  give  other  bonds  under  the  common  seal  of  the  said 
corporation,  for  the  respective  sums  due  to  the  person  or 
persons  possessed  of  such  bonds,  mentioning  in  the 
bond,  so  to  be  given,  that  the  money  secured  ihereby  is 
due  and  owing  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and 
South  Levels;  and  all  and  singular  the  rent^,  taxes  and 
revenues  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels  shall  be,  and 
re  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  security  for,  apd  shall  be 
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cbargcd  and  chargeable  wilb^  the  payment  of  tlii 
men  I  ion  eU  in  such  botidi^  aad  all  id  teres  t  due  and 
cottie  due  thereupon.  i 

And  to  the  cud  that  the  said  corporation  may  bt 
liraes  enabled  to  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  si 
necessary  for  the  support  and  preservation   of  tb 
Great  Level,  and  for  defraying  the  other  necesss 
pences  attending  the  same;  be  it  furtber  enacled 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  tbe  aaid  governor,  batliR^i  as 
servator^i  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  wbereof  li 
gOTemor,  or  bailifTs,  or  any  of  tbem,  to  be  two,  w 
content  of  the  Duke  of  Btdford^  his  heirs  or  assigi 
or  lords  J  lady  or  ladies,  of  the  manor  of  Thorney* 
tbe  Earl  of  Lincoln^  bis  heirs  or  assigns^  omoer  or 
of  High  and  Low  Borough  Fen^  from  tiine  to  ti 
borrow  upon  bonds^   under  the  common  seal  of  1 
corpuralion,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  tb 
laid  governori  bailiffs  and  conservators^  or  any  s 
more  of  them  as  aforesaid,  shall  judge  necessary 
Mse  of  the  said  North  Level,  not  exceeding  in  th 
the  sum  of  five  thousand   pounds ;    declaring 
bonds,  that  tbe  money  secured  thereby,  is  due  an^ 
upon  accouat  of  the  said  North  Level;  and  a 
sum  or  »ums  of  money  which  they  the  said  g 
baiUffs  and  conservators,  or  any  seven  or  more  < 
as  aforesaid,  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  use  of 
Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them,  so  a 
borrowing  of  such  sum  or  sums  the  debt  of  the  s 
poration,  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  an 
Levels,  be  not  at  any  time  made  to  exceed,  in  th 
the  sum  of  the  thirty-two  thousand  pounds  ;  d 
in  the  bonds  to  be  given  for  such  sum  or  sums, 
money  secured  thereby  is  due  and  owing  upon 
of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Leyels ;  And  the  re 
rents,  taxes,  and  revenues  of  the  said  North  Lc 
of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  shall  be,  i 
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are  hereby  made  a  security  for  repayment  of  the  sums 

so  respectively  to  be  borrowed,  with  Jegal  or  less  interest 

for  the  same,   as  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  the  said 

corporation    and    the   person   or   persons  lending    such 

money ;  but  no  money,  to  be  borrowed  upon  account  of  Money  borrow^ 

the  said  North   Level,  shall   be  charged  or  chargeable  NonhLeTd 

apon  any  of  the  rents,   taxes  or  revenues  of  the  said  not  to  be 

•  "^  clurgeableon 

Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them;  nor  shall  the  Middle  and 

any  money,  to  be  borrowed  on  account  of  the  said  Middle  wid«<ce        * 


and  South  Levels,  be  charged  or  chargeable  upon  any  of 
the  rents,  taxes  or  revenues  of  the  said  North  Levely  or 
any  part  thereof. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  all  bonds  to  Bonds  to  be 
be  hereafter  given  by  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  num-  nonc^^'*^ 
bcred,  beginning  with  number  one,  and  so  proceeding  in  ^^^^^^^^^ 
arithmetical  progression;  and  that  no  bond  shall  be  given 
for  any  greater  or  less  sum  than  one  hundred  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  bonds  to  be  given  fobe  transfer- 
by  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  transferrable  or  assign-  "^'®  without 
able  by  indorsement   upon    the  original  bond,  without 
stamps*,  to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever;  and  such  Assignments  to 
transfer  or  assignment  being  produced  to  the  register  of  ^c^rMUterof 
the  said  corporation,  and  by  him  entered  in  a  book  to  be  tbe  corpora- 
kept  for  that  purpose,  (which  entry  the  said  register  is 
hereby  required  to  make  upon  request,  the  person  pro- 
dacing  such  transfer  or  assignment,  paying  the  sum  of 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  every  such  entry)  shall 
entitle  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  transfer  or 
assignment  shall  be  made,  his,  her  or  their  executors,  ad- 
ministrators or  assigns,  to  the  money  secured  by  such 
bond,  and  all  interest  due  or  to  grow  due  thereupon. 


*  SintS  this  act  an  act  hath  passed  to  make  a  stamp  necessary  on  the 
aatignment  of  all  bonds,  giren  as  security  by  commissioners  of  turnpikes, 
lor  purposes  of  draining  narigable  canals,  &c« 

«  T 
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liooey,  raited 
by  the  corpora- 
tm  upon  the 
Uiablelandnin 
the  respectiTe 
Lereliy  how  to 
beappUed. 


Bonds  to  be 
paid  off,  upon 
six  months 
notice  given  at 
the  Fen  Office. 


And  such  assignee  or  assignees  may,  in  like  man 
indorsement  without  stamp^  assign   and   transfe 
bond  or  bonds  so  assigned  as  aforesaid ;  and  s* 
quoiies,  as  occasion  shall  require;    every  such 
roent  being  entered  in  such  book  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and  singi 
rents,  taxes  and  sums  of  money  to  be  received,  r 
levied  by  the  said  corporation,  from,  upon,  or  n 
count  of  such  part  of  the  said  ninety-five  thoasao 
as  He  within  the  said  North  Level,  shall  be  char 
chargeable,  in  the  first  place,  with  the  payment 
sums  of  money  as  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
rowed  by  the  said  corporation  upon  account  of 
North  Level,  and  the  interest  of  such  sums ;  a? 
in  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  his 
Majesty's  reign  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any^ 
withstanding :  and  that  all  and  singular  the  ren 
and  sums  of  money  to  be  received,  raised  or  Ievi« 
said  corporation,  from,  upon,  or  upon  account 
part  of  the  safd  ninety-five  thousand  acres  as  1 
the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either 
shall  be  charged  and  chargeable,  in  the  first  pi 
the  payment   of  the   aforesaid    debt   of   twei 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  and 
other  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  borrowed  upor 
of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  and  of  th 
of  such  debt  and  sums  of  money  :  and  the  n 
the  said  corporation  is  hereby  impowered  and 
out  of  the  first  money  which  shall  from  time 
come  to  his   hands,  arising  from  the  rents,   1 
revenues  of  the  said  North  Level,  to  pay  the  i 
such  bonds  as  shall  be  entered  into  upon  accoi 
said  North   Level,   and   also  the   principal  n 
upon  such  bonds,  upon  six  months'  notice  le 
purpose  at  the  office  of  the  said  corporation  ii 
by  the  person  or  persons  possessed  of  such  be 
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the  said  receiver  is  also  hereby  impowered  and  reqaired, 
out  of  the  first  money  which  shall  from  lime  to  time 
come  to  his  hands,  arising  from  the  rents,  taxes  and  re- 
venues of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  to  pay 
the  interest  of  such  bonds  as  shall  be  entered  into  upon 
account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  and  also 
the  principal  money  due  upon  such  bonds,  upon  like 
notice  left  at  the  office  of  the  said  corporation. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de-  If  not  paid,  re- 
clared,  That  in  case  any  of  the  bonds  to  be  given  by  corporaUon  to 
the  said  corporation,  upon  account  of  the  said  North  ▼««*^nUie 
Level,  or  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  the  bondi  till 
Levels,    shall  not  be  paid  by   the  said  receiver,   pur-  "^^^^^ 
saant  to  such  notice  left  or  given  as  aforesaid,   then 
the  rents,  taxes  and  revenues  of  the  said  North  Level, 
and  of  the  said  Middle  abd  South  Levels,  shall  respec- 
tively vest  in  the  person  or  persons  possessed  of  such 
bonds,  until  the  same,  together  with  all  interest  due 
thereupon,  shall  be  fully  satisfied  and  paid;  and  such 
person   or   persons,    their  executors,   administrators   or 
assigns,  shall  have  the  same  power,  rights,   and  privi* 
leges  of  recovering  the  said  rents,  taxes   and  revenues 
of  the  said  North  Level,  and  of  the  said   Middle  and 
SMtb  Levels  respectively,  as  the  said  corporation  would 
bave  had  in  case  such  bonds  had  b^en  regularly  and 
folly  satisfied  and  paid. 

And  b^  it  further  enacted.  That  a  diistinct  account  Distinct  ac- 
•hall,  from  time  to  time,  be  kept  of  the  rents^  taxes,  kept  of  the  !«• 
leve^ues  and  sums  of  money  arising  and  payable  to  the  J^*!^^**^ 
said  corporation  within  the  said  North  Level,  fknd  of  all  Unds. 
mooies  which  shall  be  applied  and  disponed  of  for  the 
use  or  upon  the  account  of  the  said  North  Level,  6ir  any 
part  thereof ;  and  that  a  like  account  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  kept  of  the  rents,  taxes,  revenues,  and  sums  of 
money,   arising   and   payable  to    the   said  corporation 
within  the  said  Middle  and  South   Levels,  and  of  all 
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monies  which  shall  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  the 
use  or  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  Sooth  Lerck, 
or  either  of  them. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared^  That  thu 
act  shall  be  deemed  and  allowed,  in  all  courts  widiis 
this  kingdom^  to  be  a  publick  act;  and  shall  be  jii> 
dicially  taken  notice  of  as  sucb^  by  all  jodgesy  jui* 
tices,  and  other  persons,  without  specially  pleadiog  the 
same. 


No.  XXVIII. 
SECOND  NORTH  LEVEL  ACT. 

11  Geo.  III.  c.  78. 


An  Act  to  enable  the  Corporation  of  the  Governor,  BmB§t 
and  Commonalty  of  the  Company  of  Conservaton  cftk 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford  Level,  to  cm- 
plete  and  maintain  the  principal  Bank*  and  Worh,  ac* 
cessary  to  the  well  draining  and  preserving  the  Nartk 
Level,  part  of  the  said  Great  Level,  and  for  tayitig  Teza 
upon  the  Lands  within  the  said  North  LeT>el,  and  m 
divers  Lands  adjoining  thereto,  in  tJie  Manor  of  Cmw* 
land. 

Whereas  by  an  act  made  in  fifteenth  year  of  ihereigo 
Preamble  re-  of  King  Charles  the  Second^  intituled  '•  An  Act  fur 
?5cL.2.         draining  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bedfoid 
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Level/'  II  was,  amongst  other  tb'mgs  enacted,  that 
William  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  adventurers  and  par- 
ticipants of  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  said  Earl 
William  or  either  of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in 
sQch  manner  as  in  the  said  act  is  contained,  should  be  a 
body  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed  and  in  name,  and 
have  succession  for  ever,  by  the  name  of  the  governor, 
bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservators 
of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  with  power  to  lay  taxes 
upon  ninety-five  thousand  acre^  of  land,  allotted  a5i  a 
recompence  for  draining  the  said  Great  Level,  (twelve 
thousand  acres  whereof  had  been  designed  and  intended 
for  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the  first,  and  had  been 
set  forth  and  allotted  by  bounds  in  severalty)  for  the 
support,  maintenance,  and  preservation  of  the  said  Great 
Level,  and  works  made  and  to  be  made  in  such  manner 
as  in  the  said  act  is  mentioned. 

And  whereas,  by  an  act  made  in  the  twentieth  year  of  And  20  Car.  2. 
King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled  *^  An  Act  for  taxing 
and  assessing  of  the  lands  of  the  adventurers  within  the 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens."  It  was  enacted,  that  eighty- 
three  thousand  acres,  parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  thou- 
sand acres,  should  from  time  to  time  be  taxed  and  asses- 
sed by  a  gradual  acre-tax,  of  different  sorts  and  values  of 
land ;  and  that  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres,  residue 
of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  should  be  rated 
at  a  medium  of  the  whole  tax,  to  be  from  time  to  time 
assessed  upon  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres  ;  and 
to  the  end  that  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres 
might  be  more  eq^ually  rated  by  a  gradual  acre-tax,  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  said  act  named  were  appointed  sur- 
veyors and  valuers  of  the  said  eighty-three  thousand 
acres,  and  were  within  the  time  limited  by  the  said  act, 
to  digest  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres  into  a 
Dumber  of  sorts  and  degrees,  not  under  the  number  of 
•even  sorts  and  degress,  and  to  rate  and  tax  such  degrees. 


and  digest  the  same  into  tcbedales  in  wriliog,  an 
relurDS  thereof  upon  their  oaths  into  the  Feo-oi 
^uch  maoDer  as  by  the  said  act  is  prescribed. 
And  27  Geo.  2.       And  whereas^  by  another  act  made  in  the  twc 
?enth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Seo 
tituled,  *^  An  Act  for  discharging  the  Corporatio 
Governor,  Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Com 
Conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  coi 
called   Bedford  Level*  from  a  debt  dae  to  the  ! 
Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  for  enabling  t 
prietors  of  Lands  in  the  North  Level,  part  of 
Great  Level,  to  raise  Money  to  discharge  the  pr 
of  the  said  North  Level,  in  the  Debts  of  the  sale 
ration,  and  for  ascertaining  and  appropriating  tb 
to  be  laid  on  the  said  North  Level ;  and  for  t 
effectual  draining  and  preserving  the  said  Nort 
and  divers  Lands  adjoining  thereto  in  the  Manor  < 
land  \'  reciting,  amongst  other  things,  that  the  ▼! 
of  the  said  surveyors  were  returned  by  them 
Fen  Office,  as  by  the  said  act  of  the  twentieth 
Charles  the  Second   was  directed ;   and  that 
eighty-three  thousand  acres  had  always  since  be 
according  to  the  degrees  and  proportions  tbereb 
and  allotted,  it  was  (amongst  other  things)  enac 
in  order  to  raise  money  sufficient  to  discharge 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds,  ascerta 
declared  to  be  the  proportion  of  the  said  North 
and  in  the  debts  of  the  said  corporation,  contra 
fore  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred   and 
eight,  that  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  to  an 
proprietors  of  taxable  lands  within  the  said  No 
to  purchase  off  so  much  of  the  taxes  charged 
respective  lands  by  virtue  of,  or  under  the  sai 
acts  of  parliament  of  the  fifteenth  and  twentic 
of  the  reign  of  his  said  late  Majesty  King  CI 
Second,  at  and  after  the  rate  of  thirty  years  | 
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computing  and  setlliog  the  said  taxes  on  the  said  eighty- 
three  thousand  acres  at  a  tax  and  a  quarter^  and  on  the 
said  twelve  thousand  acres  in  proportion  thereto,  accord* 
ing  to  the  said  act  of  the  twentieth  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  as  should  he  sufficient  to  raise  the  said  sum  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds.  And  it  was  thereby 
further  enacted,  that  the  taxes  chargeable  by  virtue  of 
and  under  the  said  acts  of  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  of 
King  Charles  the  Second,  or  either  of  them,  upon  the 
residue  of  the  taxable  lands  within  the  said  North  Level, 
should  be  always  then  after,  and  were  thereby  fixed  and 
settled  upon  so  nanch  thereof  as  should  be  part  of  the 
said  eighty-three  thousand  acres  at  a  tax  and  a  quarter; 
and  on  so  much  thereof  as  should  be  part  of  the  said 
tw^elve  thousand  acres,  in  proportion  thereto,  accord* 
ing  to  the  said  act  of  the  twentieth  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  and  should  not  be  lessened  or  increased,  under 
any  pretence  whatsoever;  and  that  all  the  money  which 
should  arise  or  be  produced  by  the  said  taxes  within  the 
said  North  Level,  and  all  other  the  rents  and  revenues 
arising  and  payable  to  the  said  corporation,  by,  from,  or 
out  of  the  said  North  Level,  or  any  part  thereof,  should 
from  theaceforlh  be  applied  and  disposed  of,  by  the  said 
governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  and  their  successors, 
in  and  about  the  several  banks  of  the  said  Level  therein 
and  hereafter  mentioned,  (that  is  to  say)  in  the  first  place, 
to  raise,  make  good,  and  keep  in  repair  the  north  bank 
of  Moreton's  Leame,  the  east  bank  of  Cordyke  from 
Moreton*s  Leame  to  the  Folly  Bank,  the  Folly  Bank  from 
Cordyke  to  the  River  Wei  land,  the  bank  reaching  from 
the  Folly  Bank  to  Pcakirk  Town  ;  and  the  south  bank 
of  the  River  Welland  to  the  West  Dam  at  the  west  end 
of  Crowland  Town,  until  the  said  banks  should  be  made 
of  such  a  height  and  strengbt  as  the  governor,  bailifis, 
and  commonalty  or  their  successors  should  judge  suffi- 
cient to  defend  the  said  North  Level  and  South  Holland^ 
from  and  against  the  land  floods  ;  and  from  and  after  the 


sinks  aforesaid  sisould  be  put  ioto  such  a  slal^ 
ritj  as  aforesaid,  iheti  the  said  laxes,  reals,  and  re 
should  be  applied  Tor  and  towardi  repairing  aod  iU 
ening  ihe  banks  of  Sliiredram,  scouring  out  ibe  c 
and  rrpairing  Gantliorpe   Sluice  ;    and    also   f< 
towards  repairing  and  slreDglheniog  the  soutb  1 
the  River  Old  Souib  Eau  from  West  Dam  afoit 
Clow's  Cro3s;  and  also  the  west  baok  of  the  s«j 
Old  Soutli  Eau  from  Clow's  Cross  to  Guyhirn  ;   i 
banks  of  the  Counter   Drain  from  Guyhirn  to  t 
end  of  the  several s  in  Stand  Ground  ;  and  that  t 
taxesp  rents,  and  revenues  should  not  be  apptied 
posed  of  to,  or  for  any  other  purpose  or  par pose« 
soever*      And  it  was   thereby  further  enacted,  t 
said  North  Xievel,  and  all  and  singular  the  land 
mentis  rents,  taxes,  and  revenues  thereof  should  ' 
the  same  w*ere  tbercby  fully  and  absolutely  freed 
erEtcd,  and  dii^charged  of  and  from  the  pay  met 
other  debts  and  sums  of  money  whatsoever  thco 
owing  by  or  from  the  said  corporation. 

And  whereas  it  wii^  by  l!ie  said  act  of  the 
seventh  of  King  George  the  Second,  further  enac) 
the  lands  and  grounds  in  the  said  North  Levels 
lands  called  Portsand,  otherwise  Great  Porsan 
within  the  manor  of  Crowland  in  South  HolJaDd 
county  of  Lincoln,  containing  together  about  for 
thousand  acres,  intended  to  be  drained  under  th 
and  authority  of  the  said  act,  should  be  divi< 
five  districts  or  divisions  in  manner  therein  mc 
and  commissioners  were  thereby  Dominated  and  a 
for  the  said  several  districts  ;  and  the  said  comm 
thereby  nominated  and  appointed  were  directed 
on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  July  in  ev 
and  were  thereby  impowered  to  assess  and  ch 
owners  and  occupiers  of  the  lands  and  grounds  w 
several  districts,  (except  as  therein  is  except 
equal  and  proportionable  yearly  rates  and  taxef 
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the  said  rates  and  taxes  for  the  first  four  years,  should 
be  after  the  yearly  rate  of  one  shilling  for  every  acre  of 
the  said  lands  and  grounds  ;  and  so  that  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  said  term  of  four  years,  the  said  rates  and 
taxes  should  not  exceed  in  any  one  year  six  pence  for 
every  acre  of  the  said  lands  and  grounds;  and  it  was 
thereby  further   enacted,  that  the  taxes,  and  sums  of 
money  so  to  be  assessed  and  rated,  and  all  money  to  be 
borrowed  on  the  credit  thereof,  should  be  applied  by  the 
commissioners  for  putting  that  act  into  execution^  for 
and  towards  the  works  of  draining  and  preserving  all 
the  said  districts  or  divisions  in  the  said  act  particularly 
mentioned,  being  different  works  from  those  to  which  the 
taxes  arising  from  the  said  North  Level,  under  the  said 
acts  of  the  fifteenth  and  twentieth  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  and  the  rents  and  revenues  of  the  said  North 
Level,  were  directed  to  be  applied  by  the  said  act  of  the 
twenty-seventh  of  King  George  the  Second,  and  the 
qmtntities  of  the  lands  and  grounds  so  to  be  rated  and 
taxed  were  by  the  said  act  directed  to  be  ascertained  by 
the  oath  of  the  owners  or  proprietors  or  occupiers  there- 
of, and  by  other  means  by  the  said  act  directed ;  and 
the  quantities  of  such  lands  have  since  been  ascertained 
accordingly. 

And  whereas,  the  said  tax  and  a  quarter  fixed  upon 
such  part  of  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres,  and 
twelve  thousand  acres,  as  lie  within  the  said  North  Le- 
vel, by  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  George  the 
Second,  amounted  to  the  yearl}'  sum  of  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four 
pence  halfpenny,  and  several  proprietors  of  the  said  tax- 
able lands  having,  pursuant  to  the  power  given  by  that 
act  of  parliament,  purchased  off  the  taxes  chargeable  on 
their  lands  to  the  amount  of  sixty  pounds  a  year,  the  said 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  debt  was  thereby 
raised  and  paid  off;  and  the  said  yearly  sum  of  seven 
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buDdred  and  seventy-seven  poands  thirteen  thilliogt  and 
four  pence  halfpennjs  arising  from  the  said  tax  and  a 
quarter,  was  thereby  reduced  to  the  sum  of  seven  buodfed 
and    seventeen   pounds  three  shillings  and  four  pence 
halfpenny. 
And  29  Geo.  2.      And  whereas,  by  another  act  of  the  twenty -ninth  yeir 
of  his  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intitolcd 
"  An  Act  for  establishing  a  Fund  for  Payment  of  the 
Bonds  of  the  Governor,  Bailiffs^  and  Commonalty  of 
the   Company  of  Conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of 
the  Fens,  commonly  called  Bedford  Level,  and  for  ex- 
changing the    present  Bond  of  the    said   Corporation 
for  other  Bonds  payable  out  of  the  Revenues  of  the 
Middle  and  South  Levels,  part  of  the  said  Great  Le- 
vel, and  for  enabling  the  said  Corporation  to  borrow  far- 
ther Sums  for  the  use  of  the  said  Great  Level ;"  It  wai 
amongst  other  things  enacted,  that  it  should  be  lawfol 
for  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conservators   of  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  whereof 
the  said  governor  and  bailiffs,  or  any  of  them,  were  to  be 
two,  with  the  consent  of  the  Uuke  of  Bedford,  his  hein 
or  assigns,  lord  or  lords,  lady  or  ladies,  of  the  manor  of 
Thorney,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  his  heirs  or  assigni, 
owner  or  owners  of  High  and  Low  Borough  Fen,  from 
time  to  time  to  borrow  upon  bonds  under  the  commoa 
seal  of  the  said  corporation,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  they  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or  any 
seven  or  more  of  them  as  aforesaid,  should  judge  neces- 
sary, for  the  use  of  the  said  North  Level,  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  declaring 
in  such  bonds  that  the  money  secured  thereby  was  doe 
and  owing  upon  account  of  the  said  North  Level,  aad 
the  rents,  taxes,  and  revenues  of  the  said  North  Level 
were  thereby  made  a  security  for  the  payment  of  the  torn 
so  thereby  to  be  borrowed,  with  legal  or  less  interest  for 
the  same,  as  should  be  agreed  upon  between  the  said 
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corporation,  aod  ihe  person  and  persons  lending  such 
money  ;  and  it  was  thereby  further  enacted,  that  all  and 
iingular  the  reots,  taxes,  sum  and  sums  of  money  to  be 
raised  or  levied  by  the  said  corporationi  from,  upon,  or 
on  account  of  such  part  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand 
acres,  aa  lie  within  the  said  North  LeveK  should  be 
charged  and  chargeable  in  the  first  place  with  such  sums 
of  money  as  should  at  any  time  then  after  be  borrowed 
by  the  said  corporation  upon  account  of  the  said  North 
Levels  any  thing  in  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-seventh 
of  King  George  the  Second  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding  ;  and  the  receiver  of  the  said  cor* 
poration  was  thereby  impowered  and  required,  out  of  the 
first  money  which  should  from  time  to  lime  come  to  bis 
bands,  arising  from  the  rents,  taxes  and  revenues  of  I  he  said 
North  Level,  to  pay  the  interest  of  such  bonds  as  should 
be  entered  into  upon  account  of  the  said  North  LeveU 
and  also  the  principal  money  due  upon  such  bonds,  upon 
six  months  notice  left  for  that  purpose  at  the  office  of 
the  said  corporation  in  London,  by  the  person  or  persons 
possessed  of  such  bonds*  And  it  ^was  thereby  further 
enacted,  that  in  case  any  of  the  bonds  to  be  given  by  the 
said  corporation  upon  account  of  the  said  North  Level, 
should  not  be  paid  by  the  said  receiver  pursuant  to  such 
notice  left  or  given  as  aforesaid^  then  the  rents^  taxes^ 
and  revenues  of  the  said  North  Level,  should  vest  in  the 
person  or  persons  possessed  of  such  bonds,  until  the 
same,  together  with  all  interest  due  thereupon,  should  be 
fully  paid  and  satisfied,  and  that  such  person  or  persons, 
his  or  their  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  should 
have  the  same  power,  rights  and  privileges,  of  recover- 
iog  the  said  rents«  taxes,  and  revenues  of  the  said  North 
Level,  as  the  said  corporation  would  have  had  in  case 
such  bonds  had  been  regularly  and  fully  satisfied  and 
paid. 
And  whereas,  several  breaches  having  bappeaed  in  the  fireacbes  of 
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Unk  in  1763  said  Dorth  bank  of  Moreton's  Leame,  in  ihc  years  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  one  thoo- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four,  the  said  corporation 
in  order  to  repair  the  said  bank,  and  carry  on  the  other 
works  directed  by  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-seventh 
year  of  King  George  the  Second,  borrowed  upon  bondi 
the  whole  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  which  they  were 
by  the  said  last  recited  act  enabled  to  borrow  opoo 
account  of  the  said  North  Level,  whfch  debt  still  remains 
5000/.  borrow-  due  and  unpaid,  and  the  interest  now  ^aid  for  the  same 
cd,uponboud.  g^^^^jj^g  ^^  the  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pounds,  and  the  clear  annual  revenue  arising  to  the 
said  corporation .  from  the  sraid  tak,  'and  a  quarter  upon 
the  taxable  lands  within  the  said  Level,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  such  interest,  w£l^  thereby  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds,  thtee  shillings  and 
four-pence  halfpenny.  ' 

Other  breaches      And  whereas,  other  breaches  having  happened  in  the 
*°  said  north  bank  of  Mor^tbfa's  Leame,-  in  the  year  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixfj-^even,  the  said  five 

Other  debte        thousand  pounds  has  been  expended,   and   other  debts 
contracted. 

contracted  by  the  said  corporation  in  the  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  said  north  bank,  and  dthef  works  belonging 
to  the  said  corporation  in  the  said  North  Level. 
Further  brea-         And  whereas,  further  breaches  having  very  lately  hap- 
pened in  the  said  north  bank  of  Moreton's   Leame,  the 
lands  Ijing  in  the  said  North  Level,  and  in  the  manor  of 
Crowland,  comprized  in  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-seventh 
Thepfesent       J^ar  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  are  now 
revenues  of  the  therebv  ffreatlv  overflowed  with  water,  and  the  said  tax 

corporauon  in-  ^    o  J        ^  9 

sufficient  for      and  a  quarter,  subject  to  the  said  five  thousand  pounds 
the  necessary       ,  ,  ,     ,  ,  i  « 

repairs.  debt,  and  the  other  rents  and  revenues  arising  and  pay- 

able to  the  said  corporation  by,  from,  and  out  of  the  said 
North  Level,  being  greatly  insuflicient  to  repair  the  said 
bank,  and  to  discharge  the  debts  already  incurred  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  support  and  maintUn  the  other  works 
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to  wbicli  the  same  arc  directed  to  be  applied  by  the  sjud 
act  of  the  I  we  nlj -seventh  year  of  King  George  the 
Second,  aod  the  maintaining  of  the  said  works  being 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  preserving  and  well  draioiog 
of  the  lands  lying  in  the  said  North  Levels  and  the  said 
manor  of  Crowland,  the  proprietors  and  owners  of  the 
said  lands  arc  willing  and  desirous  that  a  tax  should  be 
laid  upon  all  the  lands  in  the  said  North  l.evel  and 
manor  of  Crowland  aforesaid,  in  order  to  raise  money  to 
answer  these  purposes^  and  to  be  disposed  of  to  such 
manner  as  herein  after  is  mentioned  j  but  though  such 
tax  to  be  laid  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  would  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  said  North 
Level  and  manor  of  Crowland,  yet  the  same  cannot  be 
laid,  nor  can  the  said  lands  b<  ^ifectually  drained  and 
preserved  without  the  aid  and  authority  of  parliament. 


May  U  therefore  please  your  Majesty ^ 


I  pr< 

P 

■  That  it  may  be  enacted ;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King's 
H  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
H  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com- 
^^      mons,  in  this  present  f>arliament  assembled^  and  by  the 

Iaulhority  of  the  same,  That  for,  and  notwithstauding  the 
said  herein  before  mentioned  act  or  acts,  or  any  of  them, 
or  any  clauses  in  them,  or  any  of  them  contained,  all 
and  singular  the  lands  and  grounds,  situate  and  being 
within  the  said  North  Levels  and  the  said  land  called  AnihclAQif« 
Portsand,  otherwise  Great  Porsand,  lying  within  the  said  uld.^*"^^ 
manor  of  Crowland,  comprized  in  the  said  act  of  the 
twenty-seventh  year  of  King  George  the  Second,  (except 
Great  Burrougb  Fen  Comuion,  otherwise  Peterborough 
Great  Fen  Common*  the  common  now  commonly  called 
the  Four  Hundred   Acre  Common  in  Alderlands^  Little 
Burrougb  F'en  Common,  otherwise  Peterborough  Little  Bxfrpiloiw 
Fen  Common,  otherwise  Flagg  Fen  Common,  and  that 
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Charged  tod 
assessed  with  a 
tax  of  6iiL  per 
acre. 


And  the  lands 
called  Port- 
sand,  otherwise 
Great  Porsand, 
with  three 
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The  quantities 
of  the  ground 
hereby  taxed 
to  be  taken  «• 
ascertunedln 
pwrsnanceof 
87th  Geo.  2. 


part  of  Sutton  Common  which  lies  sooth  of  Old  SouA 
Eau,  and  also  all  the  lands  called  Hurts  Grounds,  io  Ike 
parish  of  Stand  Ground,  and  also  all  the  lands  of  Oxocj 
and  Tanholt  Farms,  Chapel  Close,  Boroagh-hill  Cloia^ 
Padham's  Peakirk,  Long  Meadows,  Peakirk  Little  lien. 
dows,  and  the  closes  adjoining  thereto,  Newark  Bdgtts> 
ley,  and  the  closes  adjoining  thereto  towards  the  VftA 
and  North  BillingsvC'ood,  and  the  closes  adjoining  thereto 
in  the  parish  of  Paston,  the  lands  called  the  InhaflH^ 
lying  south  of  the  Folly-bank^  and  the  closes  atflfe 
south  end  of  the  luhams,  cdled  Puttock  Closes,  and 
also  except  all  the  high  lands  in  Eyebary  and  Newark, 
and  all  the  high  lands  in  the  parishes  of  Peterboroagb, 
WerringtoD,  Glinton,  Peakirk,  Eye,  Stand  Ground,  and 
Whittlesey,  or  any  of  them)  shall  yearly,  and  every  year 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  rated,  charged  and  assessed 
in  manner  following  (that  is  to  say)  all  the  said  lands 
and  grounds  within  the  said  North  Level,  (except  as 
before  excepted)  with  a  tax  of  sixpence  for  every  acre 
of  the  said  lands  and  grounds,  and  the  said  lands  calkd 
Portsand,  otherwise  Great  Porsand,  with  a  tax  of  three 
pence  for  every  acre  thereof,  and  that  the  said  taxes  sbali 
be  paid  to  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the 
company  of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
or  to  their  receiver  to  be  appointed  as  herein  after  u 
directed  by  the  respective  owners  or  occupiers  of  the 
said  lands  or  grounds,  so  hereby  rated,  charged  and 
assessed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  and  the  thirtieth 
day  of  December  in  every  year,  by  equal  half  yearly 
payments,  the  first  half  yearly  payment  thereof  to  be 
made  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  which  shall  happen 
next  after  passing  this  act. 

And  it  is  also  hereby  enacted,  That  the  quantities  of 
the  lands  and  grounds  hereby  rated,  charged  and  asses- 
sed, shall  be  taken  according  to  the  respective  quantities 
thereof,  ascertained  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  the 


twenty-seven ih  of  King  George  the  Second  as  aforesaid, 
and  that  the  respective  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  said 
lands  and  gronnds  shrill  pay  the  taxes  hereby  rated  and 
assessed  according  to  the  same  number  of  acres,  roods 
and  perches,  as  they  are  now  rated  and  taxed  at  under 
that  act* 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared,  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  taxes  hereby  charged  and 
to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  and  also  all  and  every  sum  and 
sums  of  money,  to  be  raised  by  sale  or  mortgage  of  the 
said  taxes  so  hereby  imposed,  and  to  be  borrowed  and 
received  upon  the  credit  of  this  act,  or  of  the  said  taxes 
hereby  imposed  in  manner  herein  after  directed,  shall 
together  with  the  money  arising  by  the  said  tax  and  a 

Jtiarter  fixed  upon  such  part  of  the  said  ninety-five  thou- 
iod  acres  as  He  within  the  said  North  Level,  and  all 
other  the  rents  and  revenues  arising  and  payable  to  the 
said  corporation^  by  or  from  the  said  North  Level  or  any 
part  thereof,  (but  subject  and  without  prejudice  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  five  thousand  pounds,  borrowed  by 
the  said  corporation  upon  bond  as  aforesaid,  or  the  in- 
terest thereof)  be  applied  and  disposed  of  by  the  said 
governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  and  their  successors, 
in  the  first  place  to  the  paying  and  defraying  the  charges 
of  this  act,  and  afterwards  in  and  towards  the  charges  of 
the  several  banks  and  works  of  the  said  North  Level  only, 
in  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  King  George 
the  Second,  and  herein  after  mentioned,  (that  is  to  say) 
to  pay  and  discharge  such  debts  as  have  been  incurred 
for  repairing  the  said  north  bank  of  Moreton's  Leame, 
and  other  works,  directed  by  the  said  act  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  King  George  the  Second,  and  for  ever  here- 
after U  raise,  make  good,  and  keep  in  repair  the  said 
north  bank  of  Moreton's  Leame,  the  east  bank  of  Cor- 
dyke  from  Moreton*s  Leame  to  the  Folly  Bank,  the  east 
and  west  hanks  of  the  Folly  from  Cordyke  to  the  river 


To  be  »ppUed 
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4 
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Welland ;  the  Old  Cordyke  to  Peakirk  town,  the  bank 
reaching  from  the  Folly  Bank  to  Peakirk  town,  and  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  Welland  to  the  West  Dam  At 
the  end  of  Crowland  town^  until  the  said  banks  shall  be 
made  of  such  a  height  and  strength,  as  the  said  go- 
vernor, bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  or  their  saccessorsi 
shall  judge  sufficient  to  defend  the  said  North  Level, 
and  South  Holland,  from  and  against  the  land  floodi; 
and  from  and  after  the  banks  and  other  works  aforesaid 
shall  be  put  into  such  a  state  of  securit^*^  as  aforesaki, 
then  to  apply  such  money,  for  and  towards  repairing 
and  strengthening  the  banks  of  Shire  Drain,  scouring 
out  the  outfall,  and  repairing,  altering,  reaioving  and  re* 
building  Gunthorpe  Sluice,  and  also  for  and  towards  re- 
pairing and  strengthening  the  south  bank  of  the  river 
Old  South  Eau;  from  West  Dam  aforesaid  to  CIoHi 
Ctoss,  and  also  the  west  bank  of  the  said  river  Old  South 
Eau,  from  Clows  Cross  to  Guyhirn ;  and  the  banks  of 
the  Counter  Drain,  from  Guyhirn  to  the  east  end  of  the 
severals  in  Stand  Ground  :  And  after  all  the  above  works 
are  effectually  strengthened  and  repaired,  then  for  and 
towards  the  repairing  and  strengthening  the  north  bank 
of  the  river  Old  South  Eau,  from  the  Lott  Mill  in  the 
first  district,  to  Dowesdale, 

And  whereas,  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  drain  in 
the  said  first  district  of  the  said  North  Level,  from  Grif- 
fen's  Bar,  across  part  of  the  said  Great  Burrow  Feu 
Common,  to  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Slipe  River, 
otherwise  the  drain  called  the  Twelve-foot  Drain,  which 
is  the  only  drain  for  conveying  the  waters  from  Eye, 
Northam,  Northam  Reaches,  and  the  adventurers  lands 
called  the  Thirds  of  the  Reaches  in  Eye  and  Northam 
aforesaid,  is  included  in-  the  description  of  the  general 
drains  mentioned  and  described  in  the  said  act  of  the 
twenty-seventh  year  of  his  late  Majesty  King  George 
the  Second,  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
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said.  That  the  said  dniiii  whiill  It 


id  after  the 


passing 

of  tills  act  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  publick  drain* 
with  ID  the  said  act,  aod  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be 
niaintaioed^  scuwered  and  repaired  by  the  commissioners 
of  the  said  first  district  or  division,  io  and  by  the  said 
act  of  the  twetity-seveoth  of  King  George  the  Second, 
appointed  or  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  and  that  no  dam, 
dough,  door  or  sluice,  made  or  to  be  made  in  the  said 
Slipe  River,  or  any  drain  leading  therefrom,  or  the  drain 
called  Pepper  Lake  or  Catwater  to  the  mill  called  the 
Black*horse  Mill^  io  the  said  first  district,  near  the 
pointing  doors  in  the  said  first  district,  shall  be  shui 
down  without  the  consent  of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of 
the  above  mentioned  lands. 

And  whereas  the  north  bank  of  Moreton*s  Leanie,  and 
Weliand  Bank,  from  Peak  irk  town  to  the  West  Bam  at 
Crow  land,  are  frequently  damaged  by  swine  or  hogs 
being  suffered  by  the  owners  of  such  swine  or  hogs  to  go 
there,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  country,  be  it  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  swine  or  hogs,  Hogdnuie, 
shall  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  one,  be  found  upon 
the  said  banks  or  any  of  tliem>  that  the  owner  or  owners 
of  sucli  swine  or  bogs,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said 
receiver,  so  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  governor,  bai- 
liffs and  conservators,  the  sum  of  ten  shilliags  for  every 
such  swine  or  hog  that  shall  be  found  on  the  said  banks; 
such  penalty  to  be  applied  for  and  towards  the  repairs  of 
the  banks  where  such  swine  or  hogs  shall  be  respectively 
found  :  And  that  such  penalty  of  ten  shillings,  shall  upon 
proof  of  the  fact,  upon  the  oath  of  one  witness,  before 
any  one  or  more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
county  or  place  where  such  banks  shall  be  situated,  or 
by  confession  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  swine  or 
hogs,  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  swine  or  bogs 
I  2u 
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respectively,  by  a  warrant  or  warraats  onder  the 
and  seal  or  bands  and  seals  of  socb  justice  or  joslicci 
(whicb  warrant  or  warrants,  sucb  justice  or  jastioes,  is 
and  are  hereby  aathorissed  and  required,  to  grant  rod  to 
administer  such  oath  as  aforesaid),  the  oTerpIut  lemais- 
ing  after  sucb  penalty  recovered^  and  the  charges  of  such 
distress  and  sale  to  be  returned  to  the  owner  or  owam 
-of  such  goods  and  chattels. 
CommMoDen       Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  mi 

of  the  five  dis-  "^  '  !.        m_      i- 

tricts  in  act  27  may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  for  the  five  stvcni 

districts  or  divisions,  nominated  or  appointed^  elected  or 

chosen,  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  the  twenty -^sevaiA 

year  of  King  George  the  Second,  or  of  the  poweti  «r 

authorities  thereby  given,  or  any  forty  or  more  of  lllea^ 

assembled  at  their  next  and  every  other  general  yeiriy 

meeting,  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  July  m 

every  year,  to  elect  eighteen  of  the  said  commissioocn 

To  elect  a  com-  to  be  a  committee,  to  superintend  and  direct  the  repsiv 

periotend  and     and  amendments,  to  be  made  of  and  in  the  said  banks  aoi 

^rect  worka.     ^Qj-^g^  f^j  |^hg  y^j^j  ensuing,  the  said  eighteen  cominii- 

sioners  to  be  chosen  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  sty, 

six  of  the  said  committee  to  be  chosen  oat  of  the  con- 

missioners  for  the  third  district,  and  three  others  of  Ike 

said  committee  out  of  the  commissioners  for  each  of  tlic 

other  four  districts ;  and  that  the  names  of  the  eightcca 

persons  so  to  be  chosen  yearly  as  a  committee,  shall  be 

certified  under  the  hands  of  the  chairmen  and  clerk  of 

such  yearly  meetings,  and  returned  to  the  register  of  the 

said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  at  their  office  io 

London,  within  ten  days  after  every  such  election:  snd 

in  case  the  said   chairmen  and  clerk  shall   neglect  or 

refuse  to  make  such  return,  then  that  it  shall  and  asj 

be  lawful  for  any  two  of  the  commissioners  present  it 

such  election,  to  make  such  return  to  the  register  of  the 

said  governor,  bailiffs,   and  commonalty  at  their  said 

office  in  London,  within  tw^ty  days  after  every  such 

election. 
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And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  it  shrill  be  law* 
ful  for  the  said  committee  so  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  who  shall  be  assembled  at  any 
meeting  within  the  said  North  Level,  to  be  held  upon  two 
days  notice  in  writing,  ^iven  by  the  clerk  uf  the  com  mis- 
sioners  for  the  said  five  districts^  or  by  any  two  of  the 
said  committee,  (such  notice  to  be  either  delivered  per- 
sonally to  every  one  of  such  committee,  or  left  at  their 
respective  dwelling-houses  or  places  of  abode,)  or  in  case 
of  any  breach  of  bank,  for  any  five  or  more  of  the  said 
committee,  so  that  such  five  or  more  consist  of  one  com- 
mittee-man for  each  district,  assembled  together  without 
such  notice,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  direct  by 
writing  under  their  hands,  such  works  to  be  done  by  the 
ofiicers  of  the  said  corporation,  as  they  shall  see  neces- 
sary for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  that  the 
charges  and  expences  of  such  works  shall  be  paid  by 
the  said  corporation,  out  of  the  taxes,  rents,  and  revenues 
aforesaid,  and  out  of  the  money  to  be  raised  by  the  sale 
or  mortgage  of,  or  borrowed  on  the  security  of  the  said 
taxes,  as  hereinafter  is  mentioned;  and  such  committee 
so  met,  shall  and  may  adjourn  themselves  from  time  to 
time  as  they  shall  see  occasion. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  said  taxes  hereby  charged  and 
assessed,  may  be  from  time  to  time  the  more  easily  col- 
lected and  received ;  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid,  that  all  and  every  the  occupiers  of  the 
lands  and  grounds  charged  or  assessed  by  virtue  of  tliis 
act  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  required  and  made  liable  to 
pay  the  said  taxes  so  charged  and  assessed  upon  the  lands 
and  grounds  in  their  respective  occupations  ;  and  in 
case  of  such  payment  by  any  tenant  or  tenants  who 
shall  hold  the  lands  and  grounds  by  him,  her,  or  theui, 
occupied  at  a  rack  rent  or  rack  rents,  such  tenant  or 
tenants  shall  be  at  liberty,  and  is,  and  are  hereby  im- 
powered  to  deduct  and  retain  out  of  his  or  their  rent,  all 

^  u  ^ 
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such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he  or  they  shall  respec- 
tively pay  for  such  taxes  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  seTcni 
and  respective  landlords  or  owners   of  such   lands  or 
grounds^  are  hereby  required  to  allow  such  deductions  or 
payments  upon  the  receipt  of  the  residue  of  their  rents, 
and  such  tenant  or  tenants  producing  proper  receipts  for 
the  payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  made  io 
pursuance  of  this  act ;  and  all  and  every  tenant  and  te- 
^nants  so  holding  at  a  rack  rent,  and  paying  such  taza 
shall  be  acquitted  and  discharged  from  and  against  hiiy 
or  their  landlord  or  landlords  of,  and  from  so  much  money 
as  the  tax  by  him  or  them  so  paid   as   aforesaid  shall 
amount  unto,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  actually  paid  to  his^  her,  or  their  landlord  or 
landlords. 
No  deduction         Provided  always,  and  it  hereby  enacted  and  declared 
itoT^ite*'*"  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  lessee  or  tenant  foe 
bUhopt*  leases,  any  life  or  lives  charged  and  assessed  with  the  said  taxei^ 
who  shall  hold  the  same  by  virtue  of,  or  under  any  leaie, 
from  any  bishop  or  collegiate  church  or  college^  or  any 
ecclesiastical  corporation,  sole  or  aggregate^  or  the  trus- 
tees for  the  charity  of  Peterborough  or  other  beneficial 
lease  whatsoever,  shall  be  intitled  to  deduct  the  taxes 
charged  and  assessed  by  this  act,  out  of  the  rent  reserved 
or  payable  by  any  such  lease,  to  his,  her,  or  their  land- 
lord or  landlords,  but  the  said  taxes  shall  be  charged  apoo, 
or  be  paid  by  the  said  lessees  or  tenants,  so  holding  such 
lands  or  grounds  under  any  such  lease  or  leases  as  afore- 
said, any  thing  herein  before  contained   to  the  cootraiy 
thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
Tax  may  be  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

trwa  and  sale.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  shall  neglect  to  pay  the 
taxes  charged  and  assessed  upon  the  lands  or  grounds  in 
his,  her,  or  their  possession  or  occupation  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  within  twenty-one  days  next  after  the  same 
shall  become  due  or  payable^  to  the  r^ceiyer.appointedlo 
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receive  the  same  by  the  said  governor,  bailiffs^  and  com- 
monaUy,  at  his  usual  place  of  residence  within  the  said 
North  [level ;  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any 
person  or  persons,  by  virtue  of  any  warrant  or  precept, 
nnder  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  receiver,  to  enter  into^ 
and  upon  the  lands  or  grounds  so  charged  and  assessed 
as  aforesaid,  in  possession  of  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  make  default  in  payment  as  aforesaid ;  and  all  mes- 
suages or  tenements  thereupon,  standing  or  thereunto 
belonging,  with  their  appurtenances ;  and  to  levy  the 
sum  or  sums  of  money  by  him,  her,  or  them  payable  for 
such  taxes,  by  distress  of  the  goods  and  chattels  which 
shall  be  found  on  the  premisses,  so  charged  with  such 
taxes  in  arrear  as  aforesaid;  and  in  case  no  sufficient 
distress  can  be  found  on  the  premisses,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  and  for  such  person  or  persons,  by  virtue  of  such  war- 
rant or  precept  as  aforesaid,  to  levy  all  arrears  of  the 
said  taxes  by  distress  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
person  or  persons  so  making  default  in  payment  as  afore- 
said, which  shall  be  found  in  any  other  place  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain;  and  the  goods  and  chattels 
so  distrained,  to  impound  on  the  premisses,  or  take,  lead, 
drive,  carry  away,  and  keep  for  the  space  of  Bve  days  at 
the  costs  and  charges  ef  the  owner  or  owners  thereof, 
leaving  at  such  messuage  or  tenement,  grounds  or  premis- 
ses, notice  in  writing  of  the  cause  of  such  distress  ;  and 
if  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  goods  and  chattels  so  dis- 
trained shall  not  pay  the  sum  and  sums  of  money  due, 
and  in  arrear  for  the  said  taxes  as  aforesaid,  and  all 
charges  attending  such  distress,  or  replevy  the  goods  and 
chattels  so  distrained,  with  sufficient  sureties  to  be  given 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  the  distress  shall  be  so 
made,  or  high  bailiff  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  according  to  the 
laws  now  in  being,  for  distresses  in  case  of  non-payment  Distress  may 
of  rent  within  five  days  next  after  such  distress  made,  end  of  five 
and  notice  thereof  given  as  aforesaid,  the  person  or  per-  ^^^ 
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sons  so  distraining  shall  and  may  with  the  sheriff  or 
under  sheriiF  of  the  county,  high  bailiff  of  the  ble  d 
Ely,  or  his  deputy  by  him  appointed  and  acting  for  hiiiy 
constable  or  head  borough  of  the  parish  where  soch  dis- 
tress shall  be  made  (who  are  hereby  required  to  assin 
therein)  cause  the  goods  and  chattels  so  distraiaed  to  be 
appraised  by  two  or  more  indifferent  persons,  to  be  swoii 
by  such  sheriff,  under  sheriff,  high  bailiff  or  his  depaty 
constable  or  headboroagh  (who  are  hereby  empowcrei 
to  administer  such  oath)  to  appraise  the  same  aocordiag 
to  the  best  of  their  judgments ;  and  after  such  appnusc- 
ment  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  sach  person 
or  persons  knaking  such  distress  to  sell  the  goods  sod 
chattels  so  distrained  for  the  best  price  that  can  be  got* 
ten  for  the  same,  for,  and  towards  satisfaction  of  tke 
monies  for  which  such  distress  shall  be  so  made,  aad  the 
charges  of  taking,  keeping,  appraising,  and  selling  ike 
goods  and  chattels  so  distrained,  leaving  the  OTerplai 
(if  any)  in  the  hands  of  such  sheriff^  under  sheriff,  high 
bailiff,  or  his  deputy  constable  or  headboroagh,  for  the 
owner's  use. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
clared. That  in  case  any  of  the  said  lands  or  grounds  skaB 
at  any  time  hereafter  be  untenanted  or  unoccupied,  so 
that  no  sufficient  distress  can  be  found  for  levying  the 
said  taxes  in.arrear  as  aforesaid,  then  the  lands  and 
grounds  chargeable  therewith,  shall  always  remain  a 
tj  for  the  rates,  security  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  all  goods  and 
chattels  which  shall  at  any  time  thereafter  be  foaod 
tiiereon,  shall  and  may  be  distrained,  impounded,  kept, 
appraised,  and  sold  in  manner  aforesaid,  until  all  airean 
of  the  said  taxes  and  the  charges  of  such  distress  shall 
be  fully  paid  and  satisfied* 

And  forasmuch  as  the  rents,  taxes  and  revenues  of  the 
said  North  Level,  subject  to  the  said  debt  of  five  thoa- 
sand  pounds,  and  the  money  so  to  be  yearly  levied  ssd 
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collected  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  will  not  be  sufficient 

for  answering  the  necessary  charges  and  expences  already 

incurred,  and  the  further  charges  and  expences  necessary 

for  the  immediate  repairing  and  maintaining  of  the  works 

aforesaid,  and  which  may  hereafter  be  necessary :  It  is  Thtprsftitioit 

hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  taxed  may  par- 

and  may  be  lawful  for  the  proprietors  of  lands  within  the  ^l^t^*^ 

aaid  North  Level,  and  manor  of  Crowland,  to  purchase  of  thirty  years 

porchaac* 
off  the  said  taxes  charged  on  their  respective  lands  by 

virtue  of  this  present  act,  after  the  rate  of  thirty  years 
purchase,  and  upon  payment  of  the  several  sums  of 
money  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  taxes  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty,  to  be  by 
them  applied  towards  the  works  before  directed,  or  the 
debts  incurred  on  account  thereof,  the  said  several  pur- 
chasers, their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
and  their  respective  lands  and  tenements,  shall  be  frooi 
thenceforth  fully  and  absolutely  freed,  exonerated  and 
discharged  of  and  from  so  much  of  the  said  taxes  as  by 
them  shall  have  been  respectively  so  purchased;  and 
that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  go- 
▼emor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  and  their  successors, 
mod  they  are  hereby  required  upon  such  payment  as 
aforesaid,  at  the  costs  of  such  purchasers,  to  execute  un- 
der their  common  seal,  good  and  sufficient  conveyances^ 
teteases,  and  discharges  of,  for,  and  from  the  taxes  so 
purchased  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  several  purchasers, 
their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  respec- 
tively^ describing  and  bounding  therein  the  lands  which 
-•ball  be  thereby  released  and  exonerated  from  the  said 
taxes,  in  pursuance  of  such  purchases. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afoce-  And  tht  cor- 
said.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  S^dford  t^cvd, 
bailiffs  and  conservators  of  the  said  corporation,  and  their  H^^oftlM^* 

successors,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  owneraofthe 
•'  manor  of 

>  governor  and  bailiffs  or  any  of  them  to  be  two,  w^h  the  ikoW  BVi 
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The  bonds  to 
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consent  of  the  devisees  in  irast,  ander  the  wiH  of  Joho 
late  Duke  of  Bedford^  or  the  survivors  or  sorvivoi  of 
them^  or  the  executors^  administrators  or  assigns  of  such 
survivor,  until  one  of  the  grandsons  of  the  said  late 
Duke  of  Bedford,  the  sons  of  the  late  Right  Honorable 
Francis  Russell,  commonly  called  Marqais  of  Tavistock, 
shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  tbeo  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  his  heirs  or  assigns,  lord  or  lords,  owner 
or  owners  of  the  manor  of  Thorney,  and  of  Sir  Sampson 
Gideon,  Baronet,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  owner  or  ownen  of 
High  and  Low  Borough  Fen,  and  of  Charles  Orby  Hoo- 
ter, his  heirs  or  assigns^  lord  or  lords>  lady  or  ladies  of  the 
manor  of  Crowland,  or  of  the  owners  for  the  time  being 
of  any  two  of  the  same  manors  and  lands  from  time  to 
time,  to  borrow  upon  bonds  under  the  common  seal  of 
the  said  corporation  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as 
they  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or 
any  seven  or  more  of  them  as  aforesaid,  shall  judge  ne- 
cessary for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  so  that  the  whole 
money  to  be  raised  by  sale  of  the  said  taxes  as  aforesaid, 
and  borrowed,  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  tboa- 
sand  pounds,  declaring  that  the  money  secured  by  sock 
bonds  is  due  and  owing  upon  account  of  the  said  North 
Level,  and  is  borrowed  pursuant  to  this  present  act ;  aod 
the  rents,  taxes  and  revenues  of  the  said  North  Level  (bot 
without  prejudice  to  the  present  bond  creditors,  for  the 
said  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  or  any  of  them)  and 
the  said  taxes  charged  and  assessed  by  this  present  act, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made  a  security  for  the  sums  so 
borrowed,  with  legal,  or  less  interest  for  the  same,  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  between  the  said  corporation  and  the  per- 
sons lending  such  money ;  but  no  money  so  to  be  bor- 
rowed shall  be  charged  or  chargeable  upon  any  of  the 
rents,  taxes,  or  revenues  of  the  Middle  and  South  Level, 
part  of  the  said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens. 
Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  all  bonds  so 


APPBNDIX. 


665 


to  be  given  by  the  said  corporatioD  shall  be  numbered, 
beginning  with  number  one,  and  so  proceeding  in  arith- 
metical progression  ',  and  that  no  bond  shall  be  given  for 
any  greater  or  less  sum  than  one  hundred  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  bonds  so  to  be  given  Aodtobeti- 
by  the  said  corporation  shall  be  transferable  or  assignable  SSnenieiir 
by  indorsement  upon  the  original  bond,  without  stamp,  to   ^thoot  stamp, 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  and  such  transfer  or 
assignment  being  produced  to  tbe  register  of  the  said 
corporation,  and  by  him  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose  (which  entry  the  said  register  is  hereby 
required  to  make  upon  request  of  the  person  producing 
such  transfer  or  assignment,  such  person  paying  the  sum   Fee  for  enter- 
of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  every  such  entry)  shall  '^ntsf*^" 
entitle  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  transfer  or 
assignment  shall  be  made,  his,  her  or  their  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, or  assigns,  to  the  money  secured  by  such 
bond,   and   all  interest  due  or  to  grow  due   thereon ; 
and  such  assignee  or  assignees  may  in  like  manner,  by  Anigneet  may 
indorsement  without  stamp,  assign  or  transfer  such  bonds  JJ^jJ  ***'*' 
so  assigned  or  transferred  as  aforesaid;    and  so  toties 
quoties  as  occasion  shall  require,  every  such  assignment 
being  entered  in  such  books  as  aforesaid. 
^   And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  receiver  and  receivers 
of  the  said  corporation  shall,  out  of  the  money  which 
shall  from  time  to  time,  come  to  their  hands  by  the  The  taxes  to  be 
rents,  taxes,  and  revenues  arising  from  the   said   North  me^lt^f'ij*^- 

Lcvel  (but  without  prejudice  to  the  present  bond  credit-   tereitofthe 

money  dorow* 
ors  for  the  said  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  or  any  of  ed,  and  also  of 

them)  and  the  taxes  charged  and  assessed  by  this  act,  uponlS^' 

pay  the  interest  of  such  bonds  as  shall  be  so  entered  into,  months  nodes. 

pursuant  to  this  act  as  aforesaid  ;  and  also  the  principal 

due  upon  such  bonds,  upon  six  calendar  months  notice 

left  for  that  purpose  at  the  office  of  the  said  corporation 

in  London,  by  the  person  or  persons  possessed  of  such 

bonds. 
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PTDvided  alwaysj  and  it  ta  hereby  enacted  am 
1     clared,  Tbai  if  any  of  Ihe  boods  so  to  be  givea  b 
*   9  lid  corporal ioo  shall  not  be  paid  by  the  saidrecd^ 
receivers,  pursuant  to  such  notice  left  or  given  a»  i 
said,  then  the  rentSp  taxes  and  revenues  of  the  said  1 
Level  (but  without  prejudice  to  the  preseoi  bond  c 
ors  for  the  taid  sum  of  five  thousatsd  pounds,  or  a 
*      thetn);  and  the  taxes  charged  and  assessed  by  tbi 
/    or  so  itiuch  thereof  as  shall  not  be  purchased  off  I 
owners  of  the  said  lands  as  aforesaid^   shall  vest 
person  or  persons  possessed  of  such  bonds,  until  thi 
together  with  all  interest  due  thereapon,  shall  be 
paid  and  satisfied  i  aod  such  person  or  persons,  hi 
and  their  executors^  admintstrators,  or  assigns^  sbai 
the  same  powerj  rights,  and  privileges  of  recovery^ 
fiaid  taxes,  rents^  aod  revenues  of  the  said  Nortb^i 
(but  without  prejudice  to  the  present  bond  credito 
the  said  suoi  of  five  thousand  pounds^  or  any  of 
and  the  taxes  charged  and  assessed  by  this  act,  i 
said  corporation  would  have  bad  in  case  such  bow 
been  regularly  and  fully  satisfied  and  paid,  or  hi 
been  executed. 
NotbiiHif  con-         Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  notl 
act"  to^invaU*-    ^^^^  ^^^  Contained,  shall  extend  or  be  construed 

date  the  Mcu-    ^^j    ^^  lessen,  diminish,  or  invalidate  the   sec 

nticB  to  the  '  '  ' 

Urmwmtdi'     given  to  the  creditors  of  the  said  corporation, 

bonds  already  entered  into   by  the   said  corpc 

upon  account  of  the  said  North  Level,  porsoanl 

power  given  to  them  for  the  borrowing  the  sum 

thousund  pounds  by  the  said  recited  act  of  the  t 

ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  i 

the  Second,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  remedies  gi' 

that  act  for  recovering  the  principal  an#  intere 

upon  such  bonds,  or  any  of  them. 

The  corpora-         And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  ac 

^^'^^^J^j^  be  lawful,  for  the  said  governor,  bailiflFs,  and  coi 
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ally,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  elect  from  time  lo  JJJJl^'jJ^u^ 
iiitie^  a  person  residing  within  the  said  North  Level,  to  bereoeiirerof 
be  their  receiver  of  the  taxes  rated  and  assessed  by  this 
act,  for  the  year  ensuing;  and  they  are  hereby  empower- 
ed to  pay,  and  allow  unto  such  receiver,  out  of  the  uio- 
Bey  to  be  collected  for  the  said  taxes,  such  sum  and 
sams  of  money  by  way  of  salary,  or  otherwise,  as  a  re- 
compence  for  such  receivers  trouble  and  expences,  as 
they  shall  see  proper. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  governor,  bai-  Secnrftrto  be 
liffs  and  commonalty  are  hereby  required  and  authorized  rtcdiren. 
to  take  such  security  from  the  said  receiver  for  the  due 
execution  of  his  oflSce,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet* 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  The  corpora- 

liforesaid.  That  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  common-  ^^l^ytcT" 

alty,  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  commission^  count  to  the 

commiisioiiers 

era  of  the  said  five  districta,  at  their  general  meeting  of  the  money 
aforesaid,  in  the  month  of  July;  an  annual  account  of  ^ISStof  tiSe**" 
the  money  received  by  or  from  the  taxes  or  revenues  of  ^?**lj^* 
the  said  North  Level,  or  by  the  taxes  hereby  rated  or  appUcatioii 
assessed,  or  raised  by  sale  of  the  said  last  mentioned 
taxes,  or  borrowed  on  security  thereof  as  aforesaid,  and 
of  all  monies  paid  thereout,  for  the  year  preceding  to  the 
first  day  of  June,  then  last. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  enacted  and  declared  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  action,  suit,  or  in- 
formation, shall  be  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  any 
|>erson  or  persons^  for  any  thing  done,  or  to  be  done  in 
{Hirsiiance  of  this  act,  or  in  execution  of  any  of  the  limitatioiii  of 
powers  and  authorities  thereby  given,  every  such  action, 
Miit  or  information,  shall  be  commenced  or  prosecuted 
within  twelve  calendar  months  next  after  the  fact  com- 
mitted,  and  oA  afterwards ;  and  shall  be  laid  or  brought 
in  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Lincoln,  and 
Northampton,  or  the  Isle  of  Ely,  or  one  of  them,  and 
not  elsewhere,  and  the  defendant  or  defendants,  in  such 
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action  or  suit,  shall  and  may  plead  the  general  i« 
General  i«uc.  noi  guUtff ;  and  if  in  replevin  may  justify  and  avow, 
virtue  of  this*  act,  as  persona  acitng  under^  and  by 
aulkority  of  commissioners  of  sewers,  are  enabled  to 
and  give  this  act,  and  the  special  matler  in  evjdc 
without  ipecially  pleading  the  same  (other  than  as  af 
said)  at  any  trial  to  be  had  thereupon,  and  that  the  s 
was  done  in  pursuance  and  by  the  authority  of  this 
and  if  the  same  shall  appear  to  have  been  so  done, 
any  such  action  or  suit  shall  be  brought  after  the 
before  limited  for  bringing  the  same,  or  shall  be  broi 
in  any  other  county^  then  the  jury  shall  find  for  the 
fendant  or  defendants,  avowant  or  avowantsj  or  ij 
plaintiff  or  plain  tiffs  s;faall  become  nonsuit,  or  fm 
prOBecution,  or  discontinue  bis  or  their  suit  or  suit 
if  any  judgment  shall  be  given  against  him,  her  or  t1 
upon  demurrer,  or  otherwise,  then  in  any  of  the 
cases^  the  defendant  or  defeodantsi  and  avowau 
avowants,  shall  recover  double  costs^  for  which  he, 
or  they,  shall  have  like  remedy^  as  where  cost:s  bj 
are  awarded. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  hereby  enacted,  Thi 
such  lawful  rights,  powers,  jurisdictions  and  author 
saved  to  them*  shall  be  saved  and  reserved  unto  the  said  governor, 
lifFs  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservatoi 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  and  their  Buccessors,  ai 
all  and  every  other  person  and  persons,  his,  her,  and 
heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  now  vested  in 
enjoyed  by  them,  as  are  not  hereby  taken  away,  al 
or  repealed* 
Pablic  act.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared.  That  thi 

shall  be  deemed  and  allowed  in  all  courts  within 
kingdom,  and  upon  all  occasions  whatsbever,  to 
public  act,  and  shall  be  judicially  taken  notice  < 
such,  by  all  courts^  judges,  and  q^her  persons^  wil 
specially  pleading  the  same. 


Rigfatiofthe 
corporation 
and  others 


I 


APPENDIX. 


G69 


No.  XXIX 

SECOND    BOND    ACT.  1772. 

12  Geo.  III.  c.  9. 


An  Jet  to  enable  the  Governor^  Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  Company  of  Conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens,  commonly  called  Bedford  Level,  to  borrow  upon 
Bond^  further  Money  upon  account  of  the  Middle  and 
South  Levels,  part  of  the  said  Great  Level;  and  for  e<- 
tablishing  a  farther  certain  Fund,  for  Payment  of  the 
Bonds  of  the  said  Corporation,  out  of  the  said  Middle 
and  South  Levels. 


Whereas  by  an  act  of  parliament,  made  in  the  fif-   Preamble, rc« 
teenth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  "  An   thelJctof  15 
Act  for  settling  the  Draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  ^'^^^^ 
Fens   called   Bedford   Level/'  it   was,  (amongst  other  fo«l  Urel. 
things)  enacted,  That  William  then  Earl  of  Bedford,  and 
the  adventurers  and  participants  of  Francis  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, and  the  said  Earl  William,  or  either  of  them,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  in  such  manner  as  in  the  said  act  is  contained, 
should  be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  and  have  suc- 
cession for  ever,  by  the  name  of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and 
commonalty  of  the   company   of  conservators    of  the 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens ;  with  power  to  lay  taxes  upon 
the  ninety-five  thousand  acres  allotted  to  them  as  a  re- 
compence  for  draining  the  said  Great  Level  (twelve  thou- 
sand acres  whereof  had  been  designed  and  intended  for 
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his  late  Majeety  King  ChaHes  the  First,  aod  had  beer 
forth  by  boupds  in  severalty),  for  the  support,  mail 
DEQce,  and  preservatioo  of  the  said  Great  L^veU  ani 
levy  the  same  with  penalties  for  non-payment*  and 
do  all  other  tbingSj  in  order  to  the  support,  maiotenai 
and  preservation  of  the  said  Great  Level,  and  vrurks  mi 
and  to  be  made,  in  such  manner  as  in  the  »atd  ac 
mentioned. 
20 Cat.  3.  And  whereas,  by  another  act,  made  io  the  twent 

year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  tnlil 
**  An  Act  for  the  Taxing  and  Assessing  of  the  Land 
the  Adventurers  wstbin  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fensi 
was  enacted,  that  tnghty- three  thousand  acres,  parcf 
the  said  ninetj-five  thousand  acres,  should  from  tim 
lime,  he  taxed  and  assessed  by  a  gradual  acre  tid 
didercnt  sorts  and  values  of  lands  ^  aad  that  the  | 
twelve  thousand  acres,  residue  of  the  said  ninetj* 
thousand  acrcsj  should  be  rated  at  a  medium  of  the  W 
tax,  to  be  from  time  to  time  assessed  upon  the  said  niu 
five  thousand  acres ;  and  to  the  end  that  the  said  eig 
three  thousand  acres  might  be  more  tqually  taxed 
gradual  acre-tax^  certain  persons,  in  the  same  actnai 
were  appointed  surveyors  and  valaers  of  the  said  eig 
three  thousand  acres ;  and  were,  within  the  time  lia 
by  the  said  act,  to  digest  the  said  eighty-three  thoiK 
acres  into  a  number  of  sorts  and  degrees,  not  unda 
namber  of  seven  sorts  and  degrees,  and  to  rate  anj 
such  degrees,  and  digest  the  same  into  scfaednia 
writing ;  and  to  make  returns  thereof,  upon  their  a 
into  the  Fen-OfBce,  in  such  manner  as  by  the  said 
■  is  prescribed. 

And  whereas,  by  valuations,  made  by  the  several 
sons  appointed  by  the  said  act  of  the  twentieth  of  1 
Charles  the  Second,  and  duly  returned  into  the  offic 
the  said  corporation  in  London,  the  said  eighty-i 
thousand  acres  were  set  out  and  digested  into  eieveD 
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ferent  sorts  and  degrees  of  land,  and  the  several  snms  to 
be  rated  and  assessed  upon  each  of  the  said  sorts  and 
degrees^  as  their  respective  proportions  of  the  taxes  to  be 
paid  to  the  said  corporation^  were,  by  the  said  valua** 
tions,  settled  and  limited;  and  the  said  eighty-three 
thousand  acres  have  always  since  been  taxed  by  a 
gradual  acre- tax »  according  to  the  degrees  and  propor** 
tions  so  set  out  and  allotted,  and  the  said  twelve  thou- 
sand acres  at  a  medium  of  such  tax. 

And  whereas,  by  another  act,  made  in  the  twenty-  27  Geo.  2. 
seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
George  the  Second,  intituled,  *'-  An  Act  for  discharging 
the  Corporation  of  the  Governor,  Bailiffs,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  Company  of  Conservators  of  the  Great  Level 
of  the  Fens,  commonly  called  Bedford  Level,  from  a 
Debt  due  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln ; 
and  for  enabling  the  Proprietors  of  Lands  in  the  North 
Level,  part  of  the  said  Great  Level,  to  raise  Money  to 
discharge  the  Proportion  of  the  said  North  Level  in  the 
Debts  of  the  said  Corporation ;  and  for  ascertaining  and 
appropriating  the  Taxes  to  be  laid  on  the  said  North 
Level ;  and  for  the  more  effectual  draining  and  preserv- 
ing the  said  North  Level,  and  divers  Lands  adjoining 
thereto,  in  the  Manor  of  Crowland,''  taking  notice, 
amongst  other  things,  that,  at  a  court  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, held  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  tlie  said  corporation  declared^ 
that  the  several  parts  of  the  said  Great  Level  should  be 
distinguished  by  the  several  names  of  the  North  Level, 
Middle  Level,  and  South  Level,  respectively ;  it  was, 
amongst  other  things,  enacted.  That  the  said  North 
Level,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  taxes,  and  reve- 
nues thereof,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  should  not  be  sub- 
ject or  liable  to  the  payment  of  any  debt,  or  sum  or 
snms  of  money,  which  should  at  any  time  thereafter  be 
.ooDtracted,  taken  up,  or  borrowed  by  the  said  corpocir 


672  APPBNDtX. 

tioD^  for  or  apon  account  of  the  said  Middle  or  Soolh 
Levels^  or  either  of  them ;  and  also  that  the  said  Middle 
and  Soath  Levels,  or  either  of  them,  or  the  lands,  tene- 
ments^ rents,  revenues,  and  taxes  of  them,  or  either  of 
them,  should  not  be  subject  or  liable  to  the  payment  of 
any  debt,  or  sum  or  sums  of  money  whatsoever^  which 
should  at  any  time  thereafter  be  contracted,  taken  ap^  or 
borrowed  by  the  said  corporation,  on  account  of  the 
said  North  Level. 
29  Geo.  2.  And  whereas,  by  another  act,  made  in  the  tweotj- 

ninth  year  of  his  said  late  Majesty  King  George  the 
Second,  intituled,  **  An  Act  for  establishing  a  Fond  for 
Payment  of  the  Bonds  of  the  Governor,  Bailiffs,  aod 
Commonalty,  of  the  Company  of  Conservators  of  the 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  commonly  called  Bedford 
Level,  and  for  exchanging  the  present  Bonds  of  the  said 
Corporation  for  other  Bonds,  payable  out  of  the  Reve- 
nues of  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  part  of  the  said 
Great  Levels  and  for  enabling  the  said  Corporation  to 
borrow  further  Sums,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Great  Levd;* 
to  the  end  that  a  sufficient  fund  might  be  at  all  times 
thereafter  raised  and  secured  for  the  payment  of  the 
bonds  of  the  said  corporation,  and  that  the  bonds,  which 
had  been  given  by  the  said  corporation  for  the  sum  of 
twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
the  then  debt  of  the  said  corporation,  might  be  ex- 
changed; and  that  the  said  corporation  might  be  en- 
abled to  borrow  such  further  sums  as  should  be  neces- 
sary for  the  support  and  preservation  of  the  said  Great 
Level ;  and  that  distinct  bonds  might  be  given  for  the 
money  which  should  beborrowed  upon  account  of  the 
said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  and  upon  account  of  the 
said  North  Level*  it  was  (amongst  other  things)  enacted, 
That  during  such  time  as  any  debt  or  sum  of  money 
should  be  due  or  owing,  from  or  upon  account  of  the 
said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  all  such  parts  of  the  said 
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eighty-three  thousand  acres  as  lie  within  the  said 
Levelsi  or  either  of  them,  shoold  yearly  and  every  year 
be^  and  the  same  were  thereby,  rated,  taxed^  charged, 
aod  assessed,  by  and  with  a  single  gradual  acre  tax,  and 
such  part  of  the  said  twelve  thousand  acres  as  He  within 
the  said  Middle  or  South  Levels,  with  a  medium  of  such 
single  gradual  acre  tax,  according  to  the  »aid  act  of  the 
twentieth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  the  valua< 
lions  made  in  pursuance  thereof:  And  it  was  thereby 
provided^  That  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  bai- 
liffs, and  conservators  of  the  said  corporation,  from  time 
to  time,  to  rate,  tax,  charge,  or  assess,  all  such  parts  of 
the  said  eighty-thiee  thousand  acres  and  twelve  thousEmd 
acres  as  lie  within  the  said  Middle  or  South  Levels,  with 
any  further  tax  which  they  the  said  governor,  bailiflV, 
and  conservators,  should  judge  necessary,  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  might  have  done  before  the  making  of 
the  said  act :  And  it  was  thereby  further  enacted,  That, 
in  lieu  of  the  bonds  thentofore  given  by  the  said  corpo* 
ration,  for  securing  the  payment  of  the  said  debt  of 
twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds^ 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or  any  five 
or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  said  governor  or  bailiffs^  or 
any  of  them,  to  be  two,  should  give  other  bonds,  under 
the  common  seal  of  the  said  corporation,  for  the  respec- 
tive sums  due  to  the  person  or  persons  possessed  of  such 
bonds,  mentioning  in  the  bonds  so  to  be  given,  that  the 
money  secured  thereby  was  due  and  owing  upon  account 
of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels;  and  thai  all  and 
singular  the  rents,  taxes,  and  revenues,  of  the  said  Mid- 
dle and  South  Levels  should  be,  and  they  were  thereby 
declared  to  be^  a  security  for,  and  should  be  charged  and 
chargeable  with^  the  payment  of  the  sums  mentioned  in 
such  bonds,  and  all  interest  due,  and  to  become  due^ 
thereupon ;  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  go- 
vernor, bailiffa,  and  conservators,  or  any  seven  or  more  of 
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theiii>  whereof  the  said  governor  or  bailiffs^ 
ihem,  to  be  two,  frcno  time  to  time^  to  borrow  upoo 
bonds,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  they  ftbould 
judge  necessary,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Middle  and  Soaih 
Levels,  or  either  of  them,  so  as  by  the  borrowing  of  such 
sum  or  sums  the  debt  of  ihe  said  corpora ti on,  upon  le^ 
^  count  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  sbonld  not 

be  at  any  time  made  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  sum  of 
ihirty-two  thousand  pounds;  declaring  in  the  bonds td 
be  given  for  such  sum  or  sums,  that  the  money  tecorel 
thereby  was  due  and  owing  upon  account  of  the  laM 
Middle  and  South  Levels  ;  and  that  the  rents,  lasei,  nai 
revenues,  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels  shotiM  be^^ 
and  ihcy  were  thereby,  made  a  security  for  re- p  ay  men  I  d^^ 
the  sums  so  to  be  borrowed,  with  legal  or  less  iDlerest  for 
the  same,  as  should  be  agreed  upon  between  the  mii 
corporation  and  the  person  or  persons  lending  such  niiK 
ney :  And  it  was  thereby  further  enacted.  That  all  lad 
singular  the  rents,  taxes,  and  sums  of  money,  to  be  ff - 
ceived,  raised,  or  levied,  hy  the  said  corporation^  from^ 
upon,  or  upon  account  of,  such  part  of  the  said  ninety* 
iivc  thousand  acres  as  lie  within  the  said  Middle  and 
South  Levels,  or  either  of  them^  should  be  charged  nxxi 
chargeable^  in  the  first  place,  with  the  payment  of  the 
aforesaid  debt  of  twenty-seven  thousand  four  htrndred 
and  forty  pounds,  and  of  such  other  sums  of  iDooej  m 
should  be  so  borrowed  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle 
and  South  Levels,  and  of  ihe  interest  of  such  debts  aod 
sums  of  money;  and  the  receiver  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion was  thereby  empowered  and  required,  out  of  the  fir 
money  which  should  from  time  to  time  come  to  his  bandi,1 
arising  from  the  rents,  taxes,  and  revenues,  of  the  sjiid 
Middle  and  South  Levels,  to  pay  the  interest  of  £4icii 
bonds  as  should  be  entered  into  upon  accouol  of  the 
said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  aud  also  the  principal 
monies  due  ypon  such  bonds,  upon  six  months  notice 
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left  for  that  purpose  at  the  office  of  the  taid  corporation 
in  London  J  by  the  person  or  persons  possessed  of  such 
bonds  ;  And  it  was  thereby  further  enacted  and  declared. 
That  m  case  any  of  the  bonds  to  be  given  by  the  taid 
corporation,  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South 
Levels,  should  not  be  paid  by  the  said  receiver,  pursuant 
to  such  notice  left  or  given  as  aforesaid,  then  the  rents, 
taxes,  and  revenues,  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Le- 
vels, should  vest  in  the  person  or  persons  possessed  of 
such  bonds,  until  the  same,  together  with  all  interest  due 
thereupon,  should  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied;  and  such 
person  or  persons,  their  executors,  aduiinistrators,  and 
assigns,  should  have  the  same  power,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges, of  recovering  the  said  rents,  taxes,  and  revenues, 
of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  at  the  said  corpo- 
ration would  have  had  in  case  such  bonds  had  beea 
regularly  paid  and  fully  satisfied. 

And  whereas^  by  an  order  made  by  the  said  copora- 
tion,  on  the  lOth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  it  was  resolved,  that  it  should  be  a  standing 
order  of  the  said  cor|K>ration,  that  no  money  should  be 
applied  to  any  other  works  io  the  said  Middle  and  South 
Levels  until  the  south  banks  of  Moreton's  Leame  begin- 
ning at  Standground  ;  the  north  bank  of  the  Hundred 
Foot  from  Erith  to  Salter's  Load ;  the  bank  from  the 
Hard  Lands  of  Swasey  to  the  Hermitage  ;  the  south  bank 
of  the  Hundred  Foot  from  the  Hermitage  to  Denver 
Sluice  ;  the  west  bank  of  the  Ouse  from  Denver  Sluice  to 
Littleport ;  the  west  bank  of  the  Grant  from  Harrimeer 
lo  Clayhithe;  the  east  bank  of  the  Ouse  from  Helgay 
Creek  to  Harrimeer ;  and  the  -east  bank  of  the  Graol 
from  Harrimeer  lo  Clayhithe,  and  the  several  sluices  and 
gates  adjoining  to  those  banks  (being  the  principal  works 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  said  Middle  and 
South  Levels)  should  be  put  into  good  repair ;  unless,  at 
any  future  general  meeting  of  the  corporation,  it  shoald 

2x2 


Order  of  Bed- 
ford Level  o*r- 
por&ttoo,  of 
lOih  Jtiae, 
1756,  dirfrctiDg 
money  to  be 
applkd  Lo  the 
priacipnl  baoki 
of  the  Middle 
nad  SoQtb 
LereU  oolj. 


676 


Appmninx, 


PrtMnl  debt 
of  tlie  corpo- 
ratJOD  on  ac- 
coQDt  of  the 
Middle  and 
ftoiiLli  LcTcls  : 


Annual  intp^Bt 
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ProdoLc  of  a 
f  iagle  tax  - 


Also  of  a 
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be  foand  necessary  for  the  corporation  to  be  at  pM  i 
tte  ex  pence  of  some  particular  material  works  ibal  tnlg 
be  waDting  for  the  preservation  of  a   parlicular 
vvhhin  either  of  lhos«  levels. 

And  whereas  the  debt  of  the  said  corporation, 
couQt  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  19  in« 
to  the  sum  of  thirty  thou&aod  seven   hundred 
which  debt  still  remains  due^andis  secured  by  boodii 
lered  into  pursuant  to  the   said  act,  and  the  interest 
fiuch  bond^j  amounts  annually  to  the  sum  of  twelve  boa* 
dred  and  twenty-eight   pounds  ;  and  a  single   gradual 
acre  tax  on  such  part  of  the  said  eighty-three  ifaooMod 
acres,  and  the  medium  tax  on  such  part  of  the  said  I 
thousand  acres,  as  lie  within  the  said  Middle  and 
Levels,   charged   and  assessed   by   the  said  act  of  (be 
Iwenty-ninth  year  of  his  late  Majesty  King  George  tbe 
Second,  produce  annually  the  sum  of  four  thousand  fom 
hundred  and  eighteen  pounds,  eighteen   shillings;  and 
the  further  lax  of  a  quarter  of  a  single  gradual  acre  Ui 
on  the  said  lands  will  produce  the  furtlier  sum  of  delta 
hundred   and  four   pounds,    fourteen   sbilliogs  and  iiJC 
penccr 

And  whereasi  by  the  floods  which  happened  last  urio* 
ter,  great  damage  hath  been  done  to  the  banks  and  frith 
cipal  works  before  men lioned,  which  cannot  be  3ufficieot)| 
repaired,  or  the  sold  Middle  and  South  Iicvels  propdif 
preserved,  by  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  said  corporatio 
arising  from  tlie  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  nor  1 
less  a  further  power  is  given  to  the  said  corpora troo  la 
borrow  money  beyond  the  sum  of  thirty -two  thousaad 
pounds  limited  by  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-mntb  yctr 
of  his  late  Majesty,  and  such  paits  of  the  srtiJ  ninetr* 
five  thousand  acres  as  lie  in  the  said  Middle  and  SuuLh  j 
Levels  are  absolutely  charged  with  a  further  tax  than  tbe^^ 
same  are  charged  with  by  the  said  act  of  the  Iweoiy- 
ninth  year  of  his  late  Majesty  King  Geofge  tbe  Secoaili 
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ag  a  further  certain  funJ  for  the  paymeot  of  the  debts  of 
the  said  corpomlion,  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle 
and  South  Levels,  which  cannot  be  done  without  the 
aid  of  parliament;  and  as  the  maintaining  and  preserv- 
ing the  said  principal  works  will  not  only  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  counlry  in  general,  bat  will  tend  to  the 
greater  security  of  the  present  creditors  of  the  said  cor- 
poration ; 

May  it  please  your  Majeilif^ 
Jpon  the  humble  petition  of  the  said  governor,  bailiflfs, 
and  coramonaliy,  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the 
L  fiaid  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  That  it  may  be  enacted,  and 
[be  it  enacted,  by  the  King*s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
^emporul  and  commons  in  this  present  parliament  aasem- 
t>Ied,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and 
lay  be  lawful  for  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators 
of  the  said  corporation,  or  any  ten  or  more  of  them, 
whereof  the  governor  or  bailiffs,  or  any  of  them,  to  be 
ibree,  to  borrow  upon  bonds,  under  the  common  seal 
of  the  said  corporation,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which 
ihey  shall  see  necessary,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Middle 
and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them,  at  legal  or  less  in- 
terest for  the  same,  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
said  corporation  and  the  person  or  persons  lending  such 
money,  so  as  by  the  borrowing  of  such  sum*  or  sums  of 
money  the  debt  of  the  said  corporation,  upon  account  of 
the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  including  the  said 
present  debt  of  thirty  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds, 
be  not  at  any  time  made  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  sum 
of  forty-four  thousand  pounds  ;  declaring  in  the  bonds 
lo  be  given  for  such  sum  or  sums,  that  the  money  secur- 
ed thereby  is  due  and  owing  upon  account  of  the  said 
Middle  and  South  Levels ;  any  thing  in  the  said  act  of 
Iweuty -ninth  year  of  his  late  M{^««ty  King  George 
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tliousand  seven  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  traQsferrable  or 
assiguable,  by  iudorseoient  upon  the  original  bondsi 
wilhout  stamp,  lo  any  persoQ  or  persons  whomsoever  t 
aad  such  transfer  or  assign  meat  being  produced  to  ihe 
regio  i;  of  the  said  corporation,  and  by  bim  entered  in  a 
book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  (which  entry  the  said 
register  is  hereby  required  to  make  upon  request,  the 
persou  prodiicmg  such  transfer  or  a»signuieQt»  paying 
the  sum  of  two  shillings  and  silt  pence  for  every  such 
entry)  shall  entitle  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  snob 
transfer  or  assign  meet  shall  be  made,  hid^  her,  and  their 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns^to  the  money  secur- 
ed by  such  bonds,  and  all  interest  due,  or  to  grow  due, 
thereupon ;  and  such  assignee  or  assignees^  his^  her,  or 
their  executors  and  administrators,  may»  in  like  manner* 
by  indorsement  without  slamp,  assign  and  transfer  auch 
bonds  go  assigned  as  aforesaid,  and  so  tolies  quotits  as 
occasion  ihall  require ;  every  such  assignment  being  en- 
tered in  such  book  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  and  singular  the  rents,  taxes  and  sums  of  mo* 
ney,  to  be  received,  raised,  or  levied*  by  the  said  corpora- 
iiuni  from,  upon,  or  on  account  of,  such  part  of  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres  as  lie  within  the  said  Middle 
or  South  Levels^  or  either  of  them*  shall  be  charged  or 
chargeable,  in  the  first  place»  with  the  payment  of  the 
foresaid  debt  of  thirty  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds^ 
^and  of  all  such  other  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  borrowed 
upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels  as 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  interest  of  such  debt  and  sums  of 
money  ^.  and  the  receiver  of  ihe  said  corpora tion«  for  the 
time  being,  is  hereby  empowered  and  required,  out  of  the 
first  money  which  shall  from  time  to  time  come  to  bis 
bands,  arising  from  the  rents,  taxes,  and  revenues,  of  tlie 
eaid  Middle  and  South  Levels,  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
bonds  entered  into,  and  to  be  entered  into,  upon  account 
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of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  and  also  ihc  prio- 
cipal  money  due  upon  such  boods^  upon  like  DOlice  Wfi 
at  the  office  of  the  said  corporation.  ,^^J 

Provided  olflrajs»  and  it  Ib  hereby  enacted  and  ^^^^ 
clared,  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  casie  aoy  0f 
the  bonds,  given  by  the  said  corporation  upon  accoool 
of  the  §aid  Middle  and  South  Levels,  shall  not  be  piid 
by  the  said  receiver,  pursuant  to  sach  notice  leftor  giteo 
as  aforesaid,  then  the  rents,  taxes,  and  revenues,  of  tlic 
said  Middle  and  South  Levels  shall  vest  in  the  persoo  or 
persons  possessed  of  such  bonds,  until  the  same,  loge* 
ther  with  all  interest  due,  and  to  become  due,  tberetipoa, 
shall  be  fully  satisfied  and  paid  ;  and  such  person  or  per* 
sons,  their  executors,  adQiinistrators,  or  assigns,  shall 
have  the  same  power,  rights,  and  privileges,  of  recovering 
the  said  rents,  taxes,  and  revenues,  of  the  said  M  iddic 
and  South  Levels,  as  the  said  corporation  would  hafe 
had  in  case  such  bonds  bad  been  regularly  and  fully  paid 
and  satisfied. 

Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared, 
by  the  aulhority  aforesaid,  That  no  money  to  be  bor- 
rowed by  the  said  corporatioD,  upon  account  of  the  &aid 
Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be 
charged  or  chargeable  upon  any  of  the  rents,  taxes*  or 
revenues,  of  the  said  corporation  arising  within  the  said 
North  Level,  or  any  part  thereof. 
How  the  mo-  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  an- 
Utobrappli^.  thority  aforesaid.  That  the  money  to  be  borrowed  io  por- 
suance  of  this  act,  as  aforesaid,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall 
not  be  applied  by  the  said  corporation  to  any  other  worli 
but  the  repairing,  maintaining,  and  preserving,  ibe  sciuth 
banks  of  Moreton's  Leame  beginning  at  Standground; 
the  north  bank  of  the  Huqmed  Foot  from  Erith  to  Sai- 
lers Load ;  the  bank  from  the  Hard  Lands  of  Swasey  to 
the  Hermitage;  the  south  bank  of  the  Hundred  Foot 
from  the  Hermitage  to  Denver  Sluice;  the  west  baok  of 
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OwiC  from  Denver  Sluice  to  LilUe-porl;  the  west  bank 
of  the  Grants  from  Harrimeer  to  Clayhilhe;  the  east 
bank  of  the  Owse,  from  Helgay  Creek  to  Harrimeer; 
and  the  east  bank  of  the  Grant,  from  Harrimeer  to  Clay- 
hilhe; and  the  several  sluices  and  gales  adjoining  to 
those  banks. 

Provided  also,  and  be  il  further  enacted  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid,  that  no  more  than  the  sum  of  §ix  thou- 
sand pounds  of  the  money  to  be  borrowed  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  shall  be  applied  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; 
except  in  case  of  actual  breach  of  some  or  one  of  the 
banks  before  mentioned;  and  that  the  sum  of  six  thou* 
sand  pounds,  residue  of  the  money  so  to  be  borrowed  ia 
pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  applied  only  in  repairing 
the  breaches  which  shall  from  lime  to  time  happen  in 
the  said  banks,  or  any  of  them.  And,  to  the  end  that 
there  may  always  be  a  sufficient  fund  to  repair  the 
breaches  which  may  from  time  to  time  happen  in  the 
said  banks,  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore* 
said,  that  all  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  so  applied 
in  repairing  and  amending  such  breaches  of  banks  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  repaid  and  reimbursed  by  the  said 
corporation,  out  of  their  general  yearly  revenue  arising 
from  the  rents  and  taxes  of  the  said  Middle  and  South 
Levels  (but  subject,  and  without  prejudice,  to  the  debts 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  to  the  remedies  given  for 
recovering  the  same) ;  at  the  yearly  rate  of  ten  pounds 
for  every  one  hundred  pounds  advanced  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser 
sum  till  the  capital  sums  so  advanced  (without  any  in- 
terest for  the  same)  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  repaid 
or  reimbursed ;  and  that  the  money,  from  lime  to  time 
repaid  or  reimbursed,  shall  be  again  applicable  to  the 
repairing  and  amending  of  such  breaches  of  banks  at 
aforesaid,  or  to  the  payment  of  the  money  borrowed  for 
Uiat  purpose ;  and  that  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  again 
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applied  in  repairing  such  breaches  of  banks,  be 
repaid  or  reimbaraed  onl  of  Uie  geoienU  y«ariy  leTenveof 
the  said  corpoFation,  arising  from  the  lei&ls  and  taxes  of 
the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  in  manner  aforesai4s 
and  so  toties  quoiies  as  often  as  any  money  so  repaid  or 
reimbarsed  shall  be  again  laid  out  in  repairs  of  brfirhsi 
of  banks  as  aforesaid. 
iVtbOcact  ^^^  ^®  ^^  further  enacted  and  declared,  by  thm  antha* 

rity  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  be  deemed  and  allovdl 
in  all  courts  within  this  kingdom  to  be  a  pnUic  ao^ 
and  shall  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  such  kj  sU 
judges,  justices  and  other  persons,  without  specially 
pleading  the  same. 


Na   XXX. 
TURF    ACT. 

£3  Geo.  Ill,  c.  25. 


4»  Ad  to  enabh  the  CorpotQtion  of  the  Gavenwr,  Bm- 
lifs,  and  Commonalty  of  th  Company  of  Comertmionrf 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fe»9,  to  sell  tMr  Tares  ofm* 
tain  Lands  vnthin  the  Middle  and  South  Levek,  partef 
the  said  Great  Levels  which  have  been  or  majf  be  dug  fir 
Turf;  a  fid  to  apply  the  Money  arising  from  sstch  Sale, 
towards  discharging  the  Bond  Debts  of  the  said  Corpora^ 
tioa  upon  aecount  of  those  Levels. 

Act  of  uth  WpEBEAs  by  an  act  of  p^Ufiipent  made  and  passediii 

Chiffiaia.        th^  fiftc^jL^  year  of  the  reign  of  hif  ^at^  MfU^^J  Kiof 


« 


Charles  the  Second,  intUaled  "  An  Act  for  settling  the 
Drain  lag  of  the  Great  Level  oF  the  Fens^  called  Bedford 
Level,"  it  was  eoacted,  That  William  then  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, and  the  advenlurers  and  participants  of  FranciB 
then  late  Earl  of  Bedford^  aod  of  the  said  Earl  William^ 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  such  manner  as  therein  men- 
tioned, should  be  a  body  politick  and  corporate,  in  deed 
and  name,  and  have  succession  for  everi  by  the  Dame  of, 
the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  company 
af  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  ;  and  for 
the  continuance  of  the  said  corporation  in  succession  for 
ever,  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  aod  comtnonalty  w€reto 
be  chosen  annually  in  manner  therein  mentioned  ;  and  the 
said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  them,  whereof  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  con- 
servators, or  any  of  them,  were  to  be  two,  were  thereby 
empowered  to  lay  taxes,  from  time  to  time,  on  ninety- 
five  thousand  acres  of  land  within  the  said  Level  (allot- 
ted as  a  recompence  for  draining  the  said  Level)  for  the 
support,  maintenance  and  preservation  of  the  said  Great 
Levelt  and  to  levy  the  same  with  penalties  ;  and,  after 
reciting  that  twelve  ihousaod  acres^  part  of  the  said 
ninety-five  thousand  acres^  had  been  designed  aod  in* 
tended  for  his  then  late  Majesty,  and  set  forth  in  seve- 
ralty, and  that  his  said  then  late  Majesty  had  been  in 
possession  thereof,  and  had  granted  two  thousand  acres, 
parcel  thereof,  to  Jerome  Earl  of  Portland,  bis  heirs  and 
assigns,  who  had  sold  and  granted  the  same  to  other 
persons,  it  was  by  the  said  act  enacted,  that  the  said  two 
thousand  acres  should  be  vested  in  such  persons,  subject, 
with  the  residue  of  the  said  ninety ^five  tho«isand  acres, 
to  all  taxes  and  charges  necessary  and  conducing  to  the 
preservation  of  the  said  Great  Level  from  drowning  ;  and 
it  was  thereby  farther  enacted,  that  tlie  eighty-three 
thousand  acres,  remainder  of  the  said  ninety-five  thou- 
sand acres,  should  be  vested  in  the  said  governor,  bailiffs. 
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and  comnionnTty  of  the  said  com|iany  of  conservalott 
the  said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  and  their  successars,  it 
trust  for  the  said  William  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  ad- 
venturers and  parlici|>ants  of  the  said  Earl  Fraocii  and 
Earl  William,  llieir  heirs  and  assigns,  in  such  parts  ami 
proportions  as  they  then  held  the  satne^  subject  oetcr- 
theless  and  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  taxes  andchargci 
as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  ten  thousand  acres,  wbemif 
his  said  then  late  Majesty  had  been  in  possession  a&af< 
said,  were  thereby  vested  in  his  then  Majesty,  sabject 
the  like  taxes; 

And  whereas,  by  another  act  of  parltameDl  made 
passed  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  said  late  Majcitjp 
King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  *^  An  Act  for  the 
Taxing  and  Assessing  of  the  Lands  of  the  AdveDtarm 
within  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens/'  it  was  enacted,  thti 
all  taxes  imposed  or  to  be  imposed  for  preservation  of 
the  said  Level  should  be  assessed  upon  the  said  eighty* 
three  thousand  acres,  parcel  of  the  said  ninety-five  tfaoa-^ 
sand  acres,  by  a  gradual  acre  tax  of  different  sorts  and 
values  of  land ;  and  surveyors  and  valuers  were  thereby 
appointed  to  digest  the  said  eighty- three  thousand  acres 
into  a  nuuEiber  of  sorts  and  degrees,  and  to  make  retoftii 
thereof  into  the  Fen-office,  according  to  which  the  saoe 
were  in  future  to  be  taxed;  And  the  said  twelve  iboo- 
sand  acres,  residue  of  the  said  ninety-five  tbouiaod 
acres,  were  to  be  rated  at  a  medium  of  the  said  tax : 

And  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  last-mentiooed 
act,  the  surveyors  thereby  appointed  did  set  out  the  said 
eighty-three  thousand  acres  into  eleven  sorts  or  degrees 
of  land,  to  be  rated  and  taxed  in  manner  following;  that 
is  to  say,  for  a  single  tax  four-pence  per  acre  on  the  first 
sort  of  land,  eight-pence  per  acre  on  the  second  sort,  aod 
so  encreasing  four-pence  upon  every  sort^  the  eleventh 
sort  to  be  taxed  at  three  shillings  and  eight-pence  per 
acre;  and  all  greater  or  less  sums  which  the  said  corpa- 
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bn  fihould  have  occasion  to  levy  and  raise  were  lo  be 
assessed  according  to  that  proportion ;  aod  the  said 
valuations  were  returned  by  the  said  surveyors  to  the 
Fen-office;  aod  the  said  eighty*three  thousand  acres 
have  since  bceo  taxed  by  a  gradual  acre  tax,  arcording 
to  the  degrees  and  proportions  so  set  out,  and  the  said 
twelve  Lhousand  acres  at  a  medium  of  such  tax* 

And  whereas,  the  said  Great  Level  was  divided  into 
three  parts,  known  and  distinguished  by  the  names  of  the 
North  1-^veI,  the  Middle  Level,  and  the  South  Level : 

And  whereas  the  yearly  taxes  and  revenues  of  the  said 
Levels  having  been  insufficient  for  supporting  the  works 
for  <|rainiog  and  preserving  the  same,  the  said  governor, 
bailitTy,  and  commonalty  were  obliged  to  borrow  money 
at  interest  for  that  purpose,  and  by  means  thereof  con- 
tracted very  large  debts,  some  of  which  were  incurred 
generally  upon  account  of  the  whole  of  the  said  Great 
Level,  some  upon  account  of  the  said  North  Level  on1y«  and 
others  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels. 

And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  the 
twenty -seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty 
King  George  the  Second,  the  said  corporation  was  dis- 
charged from  a  debt  of  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirteen  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  nine*pence,  due 
to  the  then  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln,  which 
had  been  incurred  upon  account  of  the  said  North  Level; 
and  they  were  in  consequence  of  the  said  act  discharged 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ponnds,  by  the  said  act 
provided  for  discharging  the  proportion  of  the  ^aid  North 
Level  in  a  debt  of  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred 
pounds,  then  due  from  the  said  corporation  upon  account 
of  the  whole  of  the  said  Great  Level ;  but  the  said  cor- 
poration remained  liable  to  a  debt  of  twelve  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  (residue  of  the  said  fourteen  thou- 
aaod  three  hundred  pounds]^  and  to  a  debt  of  fifteen 
thousand  nitie  hundred  aod  forty  pounds  (making  toge» 
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thar  twenty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  aik 
pounds)^  .upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  nnd 
Levels^  owing  to  sundry  persons  upon  bonds  from  Uie 
said  corporation  under  their  commoa  seal ;  and  the  laia 
and  revenues  arising  from  the  said  North  Level  werebjf 
the  said  last-mentioned  act  discharged  from  the  ttil 
debts,  and  were  not  to  be  liable  to  any  fulure  ddli 
which  might  be  contracted  by  the  said  corporatioR  for 
or  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levelii 
and  the  taxes  and  revenues  arising  from  the  said  Middle 
and  South  Levels  were  not  to  be  liable  to  any  debtt 
thereafter  to  be  contracted  for  or  apoa  accoant  ofciife 
said  North  Level : 

And  whereas,  by  another  act  of  parliament  passed  to  tlii 
twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  late  Majesty^ 
King  George  the  Second,  reciting,  (among  other  tbjogs) 
that  the  said  debt  of  twenty -eight  thonsaod  four  hoo* 
dred  and  forty  pounds  had  been  reduced  to  twenly-scveo 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds^  it  was  enacted, 
that  during  such  time  as  any  debt  should  be  due  upon 
Account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  all  such 
parts  of  the  said  eighty-three  thousand  acres  as  lie  wtthiQ 
those  Levelsi  or  either  of  them^  should  be  yearly  taxed 
with  a  single  gradual  acre- tax,  and  such  parts  of  tbe 
»aid  twelve  thousand  acres  as  lie  within  those   Leveb 
with  a  medium    of  such  tax  ;  but  it  was  provided  that 
the  said  corporation  might  assess  the  same  with  any  fii» 
ture  tax  in  the  same  manner  they  might  have  done  be- 
fore the  passing  of  the  said  act;  and  it  was  thereby  fur- 
ther enacted,  that,  in  lieu  of  the  theo  bonds^  for  securiDg 
the  said  debt  of  twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty    pounds,  the  said  corporation    should    give  other 
bonds,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  said  corporatioa, 
for  the  respective  sums  due  to  the  persons  possessed  of 
the  then  bonds,  specifying  io  such  new  bonds  that  ibc 
money  secured  thereby  was  due  and  owing  upon  account 
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of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels  \  and  the  taxes  and 
rcveouea  of  those  Levels  were  therebjr  made  a  security 
for,  and  charged  withj  the  payment  of  the  sums  mea- 
tioned  in  sach  bonds^  and  the  interest  thereof;  and  the 
said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conservators  were  thereby 
empowered  to  borrow  upon  bonds,  under  the  commoti 
seal  of  the  said  corporation,  such  sums  of  money  as  they 
should  judge  necessary,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Middle 
and  South  Levels,  not  increasing  the  debt  of  ihe  said  cor- 
poration upon  account  of  those  Levels  beyond  the  sum 
of  thirty-two  thousand  pounds,  declaring,  in  the  bonds 
given  for  such  soms,  that  the  same  were  due  and  owing 
upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels  ;  and 
the  taxes  and  revenoes  of  the  said  Middle  and  South 
Levels  were  thereby  made  a  security  for  the  monies  so 
to  be  borrowed  on  account  of  those  Levels  ;  and  such 
bouds  were  thereby  made  assignable  or  traniferrable : 

And  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  last-mentioned  act, 
new  bonds  were  given  by  the  said  corporation  for  the 
said  debt  of  twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty  pounds  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South 
Levels,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act ;  and 
further  sums  were  borrowed  on  bond  for  the  use  of  those 
Levels: 

And  whereas,  by  another  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  i2t!iGeo.3. 
the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  re-  ^^^j^""^^"*!^" 
Citing,  or  taking  notice,  that  the  debt  of  the  said  cor-  ^>orrowr  furtbcr 

iiiQia  on  AC" 
poration,  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  count  of  tho«c 

Levels,  was  then  encreased  to  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  ^'^'^^• 
sercn  hundred  pounds,  the  said  corporation  was  em- 
powered to  borrow  upon  bonds,  under  the  common  seal, 
any  sums  for  the  use  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Le- 
vels, so  as  that  the  debt  of  the  said  corporation,  upon 
account  of  those  Levels,  including  the  then  debt  of  thirty 
thousand  seven  hundred  pounds,  should  not  at  any  lime 
be  made  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  forty-four 
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thousaod  pounds,  declariag  in  such  bonds  thai  the  mo*  • 
ney  secured  thereby  was  due  aud  owiog  upon  accouQt 
the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels;  And  it  was  thereby 
euacted^  That,  duriog  such  time  as  the  debts  of  the  laid 
corporatioii^  upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South 
Levels,  should  exceed  ibe  sum  of  thirty-twa  thousand 
pounds^  all  such  parts  of  the  said  eighty- three  tboasand 
acres  as  lie  wilhin  those  Levels,  should  be  yearly  assessed 
and  charged  with  a  quarter  or  fourth  part  of  a  single 
gradual  acre- tax,  over  and  above  the  single  gradosl 
acre-tax  with  which  the  same  were  then  charged,  by  the 
said  act  of  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  said  late  Maj^tj 
Kiog  George  the  Second,  and  such  part  of  said  tweltc 
thousand  acres  as  laid  within  those  Levels  with  a  medium 
of  such  further  tax;  but  it  was  provided^  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  charge  or  assess  sach 
further  taxes  thereon  as  they  might  have  done  before  the 
making  of  the  said  act;  and  all  the  taxes  aod  revcQua  ^ 
of  the  said  corporation^  arising  from  the  said  Middle  aod 
South  Levels,  were  thereby  made  a  security  for  the  paj- 
^ment  of  the  aforesaid  debt  of  thirty  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  of  such  other  sums  as  should  be  bor- 
rowed on  account  of  those  LeA*elS|  and  the  interest 
thereof* 
The  debt  of  the       And  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  last^meotioned 

corporation,  OQ  ^  ,  i   /*        i  i  r 

fftcconntof  act,  scveral  sums  were  borrowed  ror  the  purposes  tbereot 
lanow^BOO/.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  corporation,  upon  bonds  under  their  comtaoi 
seal,  on  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Leveb^ 
means  whereof  the  debt  of  the  said  corporation^  upon 
account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  is  oow 
encreased  to  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  eight  huo- 
dred  pounds,  for  which  the  taxes  and  revenues  of  the 
said  corporation^  arising  from  those  Levels,  are  a  secu- 
rity as  aforesaid: 
Partoftlie  And  whereas,  the  fuel  principally  made  use  of  in  seve-l 

Uve^iwaacut    ^^^  towus.  Villages^  and  hamlets,  withia  the  said  Midd 
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and  South  Levels,  is  turf  or  peat  dug  out  of  lands  there-  fortiiff,and 
io;  and  divers  parts  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  fit  for  that  pur- 
acres  of  land,  commonly  called  Adventure  Land^  so  taxed  ^^^' 
and  taxable  as  aforesaid^  lying  within  the  said  Middle 
and  South  Levels,  have  been  heretofore  cut  or  dug  for 
turf,  and  the  same,  and  other  parts  of  such  adventure 
lands  may  be  fit  to  be  cut  for  that  purpose;  and  it  will  Expedient  to 
be  expedient  to  enable  the  said  governor/ bailiffs,  and  ^rationtotSl 

commonalty  to  sell  the  said  tax  or  taxes,  wherewith  such  **»«  taxes  of 

-^  '  BQch  lands,  and 

lands  as   have   been  so  heretofore  cut,  or  now  are   or  apply  the  mo- 
hereafter  may  be  fit  to  cut,  for  turf,  are  now  charged  by  papientofthe 
virtue  of  the  several  acts  of  parliament  aforesaid,  or  any    ^  ^ 
of  them,   or  wherewith   the   same   might   be   hereafter 
charged,  by  virtue  of  the  power  of  taxation,  vested  in 
the  said  corporation  by  the  said  acts,  or  any  of  them, 
and  to  apply  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  towards 
discharge  of  the  said  bond  debts  of  the  said  corporation, 
upon  account  of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels  : 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Majesty, 

Upon  the  humble  petition  of  the  said  governor,  bailiffs, 

and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the 

said  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  That  it  may  be  enacted, 

and  be  it  enacted,  by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty, 

by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual 

and  temporal,  and  commons  in  this  present  parliament 

assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  from  Thecorpoim- 

and  after  the  first  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hun-  ^^^^^' 

dred  and  eighty-three,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  taxes  of  such 
°     "^  /.    1  .      lands  as  have 

for  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  of  the  said  beenormaj 

corporation,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  toSeoimcrs' 

governor  and  bailiffs,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  to  sell  of  such  lands, 

and  dispose  of  the  said  tax  or  taxes,  wherewith  sach 

parts  of  the  said  ninety-five  thousand  acres,  lying  within 

tb«  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them,  as 

2  Y 


APPSNDIX.  691 

that  all  and  every  sums  and  sum  of  money  whatsoever  wtrda^- 
which  shall  arise  by  such  sale  or  sales  as  aforesaid,  shall  debuofthe* 
(after  first  discharging  the  costs,  charges^  and  expences  coT>o'*t>on  on 
attending  the  passing  this  present  act  and  the  execution  Middle  and 
thereoO  he  applied  by  the  said  corporation,  so  far  as  the 
same  will  extend,  towards  the  payment  and  discharge  of 
the  said  bond  debts  of  the  said  corporation  upon  account 
of  the  said  Middle  and  South  Levels,  and  to  or  for  no 
other  purpose  whatsoever :  and  in  case  the  said  debts  of 
the  said  corporation,  shall  at  any  time«   either  by  the 
means  aforesaid,  or  by  any  other  means,  be  wholly  dis- 
charged, then  and  from  thenceforth  the  said  power  of 
sale  hereby  given  shall  cease  and  determine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared  by  the  autho-  Public  ict 
rity  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  be  deemed  and  allowed 
in  all  courts  within  this  kingdom  to  be  a  public  act; 
and  shall  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  such  by  all 
judges,  justices  and  other  persons,  without  specially  plead- 
ing the  same. 
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LOT  X.— No.  1. 

Denver  Fen,  North  of  Bedford  Rirer. 

A.   R,P. 
Margaret  and  Daniel 

Fryer  1822    251     0    0 

Rer.  Sam.  C.  Smith      1824        5    0    0 

#.   d,  

Jane  IVa  2    8  256    0    0 

November  2    0  — 


LOT   IX.— No.  1. 

Denver  Fen,  South  of  Bedford  River. 
JobnFlatt  1809  4    3  14 

John  Gamble  1813      119    0  26 


June  Tax 
November 


124    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  2. 

Severals  of  Denver,  by  the  Grounds  of  Well. 
Richard  Greaves  Town- 
ley  1823        4    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


3    0 
2    3 


4    0    0 


LOT  Vm.— No.  7. 

HUgay  and  Southery  Common.   A. 
John  Thurlow  Dering    1816    266 
Jonathan  Page  1823      34 


June  Tax 
November 


1    0 
0    9 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


June  Tax 
November 


1    0 
0    9 


0    0 
0    0 


300    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No.  8. 

Hilgay  and  Suuthery  Common.  B. 

JohnThurlowDering    1816      90  0  0 

Ashley  Cooper  1794     100  0  0 

Jonathan  Page  1823     110  0  0 


300    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  11. 

Hilgay  and  Southery  Common.  C. 

Ashley  Cooper               1794  73    0    0 

Jonathan  Page                1823  179    0    0 
William  Headly  and 

JohnUeadly             1825  48    0    0 


300    0    0 


LOT  Xir.— No.  8. 

Hilgay  and  Southery  Common.    D. 

jd    ft  p 
JohnHibbert  1821      93    o'  0 

A^Iiam  Headly  and 
John  Headly  1825    207    0    0 

9,     d.  

June  Tax  10  300    0    0 

November  0    9  ' 

LOT  XIV.— No.  8. 
Hilgay  and  Southery  Common.    £. 
WUliam  Jones  1807    212    0    0 

JohnHibbert  1814      70    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


282    0    0 


LOT  XVI.— No.  6. 
Hilgay  and  Southery  Common.    F. 
Osbert  Parsley  1793        2    0    0 

Samuel  Smith  1794    238    0    0 

JohnHibbert  1817      60    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    0 

0     9 


300    0    0 


LOT  1— No.  6. 

Hilgay  Common,    by  Captain    Skipwith'i 
Bank. 
John  Royle,  clerk  1808    159    0    0 

''t;:^;; "''"-}  "20 159 « . 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


318    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No  14. 
Read's  Fen,  m  HUgay. 
William  Lo^ngley 
JoLd  Hibbcrt 
WilHiirn  Bcelon 
John  Goldsmith 


1805  80 

1809  100 

1809  7 

1814  173 


0    0 
0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    0 
0    9 


360    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  3. 
Sir  Henry  AYilloughby's  Severals,  East  of 
Quae. 
Robert  Martin  1803      76    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


2    8 
2    0 


76    0    0 
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Sir  HcQfy  Wilbtighbv'*  S«vendit  Wett  of 

,i.  if,  P. 
StiiBiiOzi  Bidcy  lSO;i         C     2  2^ 

William  Jooct  1B07      m     t   17 

J.    J.  

JnneTue            1     4                  ?S    0    0 
No%icmbcr  1     0 -*— 

LOT  XV^-No.  14. 

Mr.   Glbboi^'a  Grouadii    in   Scratbery^    hf 
Pric4l*a  Jlouse*. 
Jolrn  HibbtTt  1811       20     #    0 

20     U     0 


LOT  XL— No.  12. 

Hoxhnm  Common. 

Edward  Rogt?r  Pralt       1?84       MOO 


J  HOC  Tajt 
Nor  ember 


1     0 
0     9 


94     0 


LOT  v.— Ko.  9. 
P«Feli&m  Commona. 

Purt  L  DfTcbam  Cote  Pen. 
VrilliRin  Armttron^  1803  JO 
jQbo  CrcRJijr  1B20      64 


2    0 
2     0 


June  Tax 
N^rembfr 


1    0 

0    ^ 


^5     0     0 


Pirt  IL    Next  Wcrabnui. 

TboDoasKutl  1B02       85     0     0 

Aatbonf  HammDnd       li]7       30    Q    0 


June  Tiuc 
November 


1     0 

0     9 


105    a    0 


LOT  VL— No.  13. 

WcrcluiD  Wreitoti   and   Sloke   Common, 
next  towards  Stoker.     A* 
Sir  JumeB  Dubcdy         1813    336     0    0 


June  Tax 

NoTcmber 


0    fl 
0     6 


sa6   0   0 


LOT  XltL— No.  12. 
Werebam  Wrctton   and    Stoke  Common, 
next  low&nls  D ere h&m.     B, 
Henry  "nngay  1822     200     0     0 


June  Tax  0     % 

November  0    6 


200     0     « 


LOT  v.— No,  15. 
Nortbwold    CoDimon,    A.     next    towards 
Stoke  Bridge. 
*JaiDeH  BrncTfield 
■Saimdcr»  BradMd       1807    200     0    0 


JuneTkx 

November 


20O     0     0 


♦  Hit  l«o  nAtiwM  i)«e  jjenoQ' 


LOT  X.— No.  la 
North  wold  Common.     B. 

*Juijc9  Bmdfield 

«Saui}derii  Brftdadd       1^07    % 

Jtin?  Tax  1     0  * 

Noremlier  0    9  ^ 

LOT  VIlL^No.  II 
KonbwoUi  Commou,  by  S^kc^ 

■JuRies  Briid5e1d  i 

♦Saoudera  Br»iiacld       1B07 


.lun^TfliE 
NflTcmbcr 


2     4 
1     $ 


LOT  IL— No-  &, 

MetbwnH  CamtiioD,    and  FdM 
Pea.     A* 
Sir  CbafJea   OakJey, 
Bart.  1823    i 

June  Tax  0    4  i 

November  0    3  -^ 

LO^r  IIL— No.  ^ 

Mc*thwo1d  Common,  &e.     B. 
Jamc!i  Forlrcy  17111    f 

Sir    Cbarles    Oakley,  ; 

Bart.  ii22    i 

a 
June  Tax  0    4  ^ 

November  0    3  ^ 

LOT  IV.^No,  0^ 

Methwold  CommoUp  &c.    C^ 
JoMCph  \1|wii  ISl^ 

Ricbard  Vanbcytbuyaon  1@14  « 

June  Tax  0    4'  \ 

November  0    3  ^ 

LOT  VL— No.Pi 

Metbwotd  Ci^mmaii,  Ac.     D.      1 
Joseph  Vipan  IB  10    t 

Ritbard  VaubeyEliiiyKm  1314    | 


Jone  Tax            0    4 

i 

Norember          0     $ 

•f 

LOT  VU.^ 

No,  i| 

Metbwold  Common,  &c. 

1^00     ' 

HarriotiWild  &tid  Wjl- 

IbrnWild 

Owalev  Rowley 

IBIO 

Francis  Stubba 

1815 

Ditto,  Tax  releaaed  to 

William  Tokelore 

Robert  MartiB 

131» 

Samuel  Wells 

IBSS 

June  Tax            0    4 

NoTctabcr         0    3 

«  Tilt  fom  aaiaai  dac  jp«fiJ 

I 
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LOT  XL— No.  8. 

Methwold,  &c.    F. 


Owsley  Rowley 
John  Hibbert 
William  Register 
ViUiam  Purter 
Fnmcb  SUiLbi 
Ralph  FieraoQ 
John  Osier 
John  Sayle 
Harry  Spencer  Wad- 
dington 


1809  100  3  9 

80 

14 

1824  100  2  18 

1816  100  0  0 

12  2  0 


1814 
1814 


0  0 
0  0 


1674 
1824 
1826 


12    2 
25     0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


d. 
8 
6 


1819      42    2  IS 


488    0     0 


LOT  XV.— No.  20. 

MeChwoltl  Sererale*    D. 

pjirt  I,    Formerly  Lanes. 


WilliaBi  Porter 
Samuel  RhodcB 
WUlUrn  Junes 
John  liUjl><?rt 
Robert  Martin 
William  Galloway 


1791  7 

1801  6 

1809  223 

1814  3 

1819  15 

1825  2 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


Jnne  Tax  1     4 

November  1     0 


JuneTuc 
November 


0    8 
0     6 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


257    0    0 


Part  II.    Formerly  Moore'p. 

WUliam  Galloway          1825        6  2  0 

John  Morse                    1808      81  0  0 

John  Hibbert                 1814        6  2  0 

Robert  Sayle                  1816        6  0  0 


100    0    0 


LOT  Vn.— No.  8. 
Feltwell  South  Fen  and  Mow  Fen.     A. 

Ambrose  Whltetuan       1814     104  0     0 

John  Baker  1817       14  0     0 

Simon  G rimer,  and 

Samuel  Lancaster         1752      38  0    0 

WiUiamSearle  1822        5  0    0 


161     0    0 


LOT  VllL— No.  10. 
Feltwell  South  Fen  and  Mow  Fen.    B. 
John  Baker  1817    261     0    0 


261     0    0 


LOT  XVI.— No.  0. 
Feltwell  South  Fen  and  Mow  Fen.    C. 
Robert  Tokelove  1800      30     0     0 

George  Leonard  Jenyns, 

clerk  1801       15    0    0 

John  Baker  1817     121     0    0 


166    0    0 


LOT  XVIL— No.  8. 

Feltwell  South  Fen  and  Mow  Fen.    D. 

A.  R.P. 
Ambrose  Whiteman  1814  150  0  0 
John  Baker  1813     119    0    0 

#.    d. 

June  Tax  0    8  869    0    0 

November  0    6  ■ 

LOT  IV.— No.  16. 

Feltwell  Severals.     D. 

Part  I.     Formerly  Sir  Thomas  Wood- 
house's. 
Randall  Wabe  1807      SO    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


30    0    0 


Part  II. — Parsonage  Fen. 
Isaac  Leathes,  clerk      1807      14    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


14    0    0 


Part  III.— Formerly  l^rel  and  Wood- 
house's. 


Thomas  Low 

June  Tax 
November 


1811      23    S  20 


0    8 
0    6 


23    3  20 


Part  IV.    Formerly  Wace't. 

Margaret,  the  wife  of 

Anthony  KiUingworth  3    0    5 

Thomas  VViUett  1814        3    0    6 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    tf 


6    0  10 


Part  v.— Formerly  Panley*a. 
John  Baker  1813        6    0  10 


June  Tax            0    8                   6 

0  10 

LOT  XL— No.  21. 

Feltwell  Severals.     A. 

Ann,  the  Wife  of  Jo- 
seph Vipan                 1824    216 

0    0 

June  Tax            0    4                216 

0    Q 

LOT  XIV.— No.  18. 

Feltwell  Severals.    B. 

Ann,  the  Wife  of  Jo- 
seph Vipan                 1824    146 

0    0 

June  Tax           0    4               146 
November          0    3             — — 

0    0 
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LOT  HI.— No.  10. 

BraDdon  Commons. 

A.    JL  P. 
Joho  Julius  AD^ratdn  1817    350    0    0 

#.   d.  

June  Tax  10  350    0    0 

Noyember  0    9  ■ 


LOT  XIIL— No.  8. 

South  Cloud,  a  Common  of  Lakenbeath. 
Fhmcia  King  Eagle        1827      47    0    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1    0 
0    9 


47    0    0 


LOT  III.— No.  11. 

North  Cloud,  a  Common  of  Lakenbeath. 
John  Baker  1813      58    2    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1     4 
I     0 


58    2    0 


LOT  III.— No.  12. 

Lakenbeath  Seyerals.    A. 

Part  I.    Stallard  Fen. 
Francis  King  Eagle  1827 


3     1     0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1     0 

0     9 


3     1     0 


Part  II.    Formerly  Steward's. 
Francis  King  Eagle        1827        6     1     0 


June  Tax  1     0 

Noyember  0    9 


6    10 


Part  III.    Formerly  Coates's, 
Francis  King  Eagle        1 827 


JuneTkx 
Noyember 


1    0 
0    9 


4    0    0 
4    0    0 


Part  IV.   Formerly  Wright's. 
Francis  King  Eagle        1827        1     3  20 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1    0 
0     9 


1    3  20 


PartV.    Between  Winter  Lode  and  Cross 
Lode. 
Francis  King  Eagle        1827        1     3  20 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


I    0 
0    9 


1    3  20 


Part  Vf .    Formcriy  Hoker's. 
Frauds  King  Eagle        1827       2    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
Nofcmber 


1    0 
0    9 


2    0    0 


Part  VII.    Formerly  Steward's. 

ji*  it.  P» 

Frauds  King  Eagle        1827        4     10 

June  Tax  T  0*  4     10 

Noyember  0    9  ■ 

Part  VIII.    Formerly  Steward'!. 
Frauds  King  Eagle        1827        2    3    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1    0 
0    9 


2    3    0 


Part  IX.     Formcriy  Rushbrook'i. 
John  Monkhouse  1797      15    2    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1     0 

0    !l 


15    2    0 


Part  X.    Part  of  67  2  0.   The  Boatgang'f. 
John  Robinson  1792        0    3    0 

Francis  King  Eagle       1827      10    0    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1     0 
0    9 


10    3    0 


LOT  XIIL— No.  6. 
Lakenbeath  Seyerals.    B. 
Part  I.   Part  of  67  2  0.    The  Boatgang's. 
John  Robinson  1792      56    3    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


I     0 
0    9 


56    3    0 


Part  II.   Formerly  Crane'f. 
Frauds  King  Eagle        1827        8    2    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1     0 
0    9 


8    2    0 


Part  III.  Formerly  Bame*!. 
John  Taylor  1800        9    10 

Frands  King  Eagle        1827        0    3    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1    0 
0    9 


10    0    • 


Part  IV.    Formerly  Crane's. 
Nathan  Trudgett  1811        6    2    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1    0 
0    9 


6    2    0 


Part  V.    Boatgang's  large  Seyeral. 
Francis  King  Eagle        1827        8    2    0 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


1    0 

0    9 


8    2    0 


Part  YI.    Boatgang's  small  SeteraL 
Franda  King  Eagle       1827        3    3    0 


Jane  Tax 
NoyenlMr 
2z 


1    0 

0    9 


3    3    0 
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LOT  IX.— No.  11. 
A  Several  of  Lakenheath  by  Cross  Water. 


1    0 
0    9 


JobnTrudgett  1790 

JvneTaz 
NoTember 

LOT  I.— No.  7 

Townmoor  in  Lakenbeath,  &c. 

Jobh  Monkhonse  1797 

Evans  Rolfe  and  Mary 

his  Wife 


A, 

8 

0 

P. 
0 

8 

0 

0 

A. 

181 


1808       18 


2  19 
I  21 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


200    0    0 


LOT  XL— No.  6. 

Townmoor  in  Lakenbeath.    B. 
John  Monkhonse  1797 

William  Searie 
John  Raphael 


LOT  VIL— No.  7. 


1822 
1826 


100 
20 
80 


June  Tax 
November 


200    0    0 


LOT  III.— No.  a 

Townmoor  in  Lakenbeath.    C. 

PhUlip,  Earl  of  Hard- 

wicke  1786 

John  Raphael  1826 


June  Tax 
November 


0    4 

0    3 


34 
166 

0 
0 

0 
0 

200 

0 

0 

LOT  IV.— No.  7. 

Townmoor  in  Mildenball,  &c.    D. 

Thomas  Archer  1792     150 

John  Carpenter  1801      50 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


200    0    0 


LOT  v.— No.  10. 

Townmoor  in  Mildenhall  Coplowe  Fen.    E. 
Henry  Read  1803     154     0    0 


Thomas  Archer 

Jan^Tax 
November 


1799      46    0     0 


1     0 
0     9 


200    0     0 


LOT  VL— No.  10. 

Townmoor,  &c.  in  Mildenhall.    F. 
Henry  Read  1803 


William  Smith  1807 

William  Warner,  Jun.  1820 

William  Searle  1822 

John  Seabeir  1825 


6 
31 
157 
4 

1 


June  Tax 
November 


200    0    0 


Townmoor.  &c.  io  Mildeoball.    O. 

J.  R.P. 
Henry  Read  1803      50    0  • 

William  Warner,  Jun.  1820    150    0   • 

*.    d.  

June  Tax  OS  200    0   • 

November  0    6  ■ 

LOT  VIU.— No.  8. 

Townmoor,  &c  in  Lakenbeath  and  IGUn- 
hall.    H. 
Thomas  Robinsoo  1825     108    0   • 

Henry  Manning  1826      98    0   I 


Jnne Tax 
November 


0    4 
0    5 


200    0   • 


LOT  IX.— No.  10. 

Townmoor,  &c.  in  Lakenheath  and  Mlldei- 
ball.     L 

200    0  • 


Thomas  Robinson 


1825 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


0    4 
0    3 


200    Q   0 


LOT  X.— No.  II. 

Townmoor,  &c.  in  Lakenheath  and  WUmr 
haU.    K. 
Thomas  Garratt  1823    200    0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    4 
0    3 


200    0   0 


LOT  XL— No.  9. 

Townmoor,  &c.  in  Lakenheath  and  ] 
hall.    L. 
Thomas  Garratt  1823    200    0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    4 
0    3 


200    0    0 


LOT  XIL— No.  9. 

Townmoor,  &c.  in  L.akenheath  and  Mlldn- 
ball.    M. 
Stephen  Shillitoe  1824    200    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0     8 
0    6 


200    0    0 


LOT  XllL— No.  7. 

Townmoor,  &c.  in  Lakenheath  and  MIMer- 
hall.    N. 
John  Sbillitoc,  Jon.       1884    200    0   0 


June  Tax 
November 


800    0   0 
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LOT  XV.—No.  7. 

TowDmoor,    ArchiogsUll,   Ac.  in  Laken- 
heath  and  Mildenhall.  O. 

John  MonkhoBse           1797      73  3  26 

John  Shillitoe                 1799       92  1  20 
Erao  Rolfe  and  Mary 

bUWife                     1808      33  2  34 

J.  d. 

Jane  Tax            0  4                200  0    0 

Norember  0  3  ■ 


LOT  XVL— No.  7. 

Townmoor,  Eastmoor,  &c.  in  Lakcnheath, 
Mildenhall,  and  Ely.    P. 

Thomas  Read                 1785      16  8  22 

JohnShUlitoe                 ISM      49  3    5 

John  Robinson               1799    217  2  36 
Evans  Rolfe  and  Mary 

his  Wife                      1808         1  0    0 

JohnNewdick               1826        9  3  17 


Jane  Tax  0    4 

Noyember  0    3 


295    0    0 


LOT  VII.— No.  9. 

Bmnt  Fen,  Ely,  Shell,  and  Sbippey.    A. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  Shippey. 

Sir  John  Bayley  1808    150    0    0 


150    0    0 


Jane  Tax  1     0 

Noremb^r         0    9 

Part  II.    Next  Shippey. 
Sir  John  Bayley  1808     146    0     0 

Robert  Watson  1795        4    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
Noyember 


150    0    0 


LOT  VIII.— No.  9. 
Qy  SheU,  Mildenhall,  Sic    B. 

Part  I.     Farthest  from  the  Riyer. 
George  Wing  1820     150    0    0 


150    0    0 


Jone  Tax  0    8 

Noyember  0    6 

Part  II.  Nearest  the  Riyer. 

€eoTiB:eWing  1820     150    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
Nayendber 


1    0 
0    9 


150    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No.  9. 
Ely  Shen,  Mndenhall,  &c.    C. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  the  Riyer. 
Thomas  Spooncr  1817     150    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0     8 
0    6 


150    0     0 


Part  II.   Nearest  the  River. 

Spooner  1817    150    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
cVowBibcr 


1    0 
0    9 


150    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  IS. 

Ely  Shell,  Mildenhall,  &c.    D. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  the  River. 

^.    JLP. 

John  Remington  1828     150    0    0 

s.  d.  .__ 

Jane  Tax  0    8  150    0    0 

Noyember  0     6  .— . 

Part  II.    Nearest  the  River. 
Thomas  Spooner  1818    160    0    f 


Jane  Tax 
November 


150    #    0 


LOT  XIII.— No.  9. 
MiMenhal),  &c.    E. 

Part  f .    Farthest  from  the  River. 
Isaac  Mears  1827     120    0    0 

John  Hemingtoo  1838      39    0    # 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


150    0    0 


Port  II.    Nearest  the  River. 

John  Seaber  1787       68  0  0 

Isaac  Mears  1827      52  0  0 

John  Hemington  1828      30  0  0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1    0 
0    9 


150    0    0 


^       LOT  XIV.— No.  9. 

Mildenhall,  &c.     F. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  the  River. 
John  Seaber  1808      75    1  34 

John  Seaber,  Jon.  1822      S7    0    6 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


\$2    2    0 


Part  II.    Nearest  the  Riyer. 
John  Seaber  1788    162    S    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


162    2    0 


LOT  XV.— No-  8. 
Mildenball,  &c.    G. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  the  River. 
Thomas  Seaber  1819      36    3  12 

John  Seaber,  jon.  1827     105    0  18 

James  Seaber  1819        8    0  10 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


150    0    0 


Part  II.    Nearest  the  River. 

John  Seaber  1808      10  S  0 

James  Seaber  1819      69  2  0 

John  Seaber,  jnn.  1822      70  0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


150    0    0 


LOT  X  VIII.— No.  9. 
MiUenhall,  &c.    H. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  die  River* 
John  Seaber,  ion.  1827      84    3  35 

James  SMlier  1819      65    0    5 


Jane  Tax 

NovenibOT 

2  c  2 


0    8 
0    6 


150    0    0 


700 


APPBNDfX. 


Part  IL    Neorett  the  Riyer. 

A.  R.P. 
JohnSeabcr,Jaii«  1823      81     2    0 

James  Seaber  1819      68    2    0 

•.  d. 

Jane  Tax  10  150    0    0 

MoTember  0    9  — — — 

LOT  XVI.— No.  8. 

Bfildenhally  &c.    I. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  the  Rifer. 
Harriott  and  William 
Wild  1800     150    0    0 


June  Tax 
NoTember 


0    4 
0    3 


150    0    0 


Part  II.    Nearest  the  JTiTer. 
James  Burgess  1827    133    0  14 

James  Seaber  1819      16    3  26 


June  Tax 
November 


I    0 

0    9 


150    0    0 


LOT  XIX.— No.  5. 

MUdenhall,  &c.    K. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  the  RiTer. 
Harriott  and  William 
^ild  1800    150    0    0 

1  ^ 
June  Tax  0  8  150  0  0 
November  0    6  *  


Part  II.    Nearest  the  River. 

Harriott  and  William 

-Wild  1800     104    1    0 

James  Burgess  1827      45    3    0 


June  Tax  1    0 

November  0    9 


150    0    0 


LOT  I.— No.  8. 

Whelpmoor,  Lowelmoor,  and  Spain's  Delph. 
A. 
Jonathan  Page  1780    111     0    0 

Thomas  Page  1815    367    0    0 


June  Tax^ 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


478    0    0 


LOT  U.— No.  7. 

Whelpmoor,  &c«    B. 
Harriott  and  William 

^ild  1800     170     1     7 

Thomas  Page  1815      58    2    0 

Thomas  Waddelow        1824    232    0  33 


LOT  IV. -No.  8. 

Whelpmoor,  &c«    C 

A.  HP. 

Thomas  Waddelow        1824    127  18 

Samuel  Farmer              1802    333  2  II 

a.   d.  

JuneT^            14               4€1  0  • 

November          I    0  ■ 

LOT  v.— No.  11. 

Whelpmoor,  &c.    D. 

Samuel  Farmer              1802    238  •  • 

Smith  Flanders              1813    203  •  • 

Charles  Jenyns               1822    220  •  I 

JvomTkl           18               661  f  • 

November          1    3  '     ■ 
LOT  VI.— No.  11. 
Whelpmoor,  &c.    E. 

Joseph  UtUe                  1780    361  •  • 
Smith  Flanders              1813    100   •  • 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


461     0    0 


June  Tax  0    8  461    •  • 

November  •    6  _^_ 

LOT  XII.— No.  10. 

Whelpmoor,  &c.    F. 
Parti.  Bfr.Bradbome's,  next  the  Dmc 
Way. 
Smith  Flanders  1813        40   •  • 


JuneTkx  14  40  0  • 

November  1     0  ' 

Part  II.  The  remainder  of  the  Lot 

Smith  FUnders  1813    107  0  • 
Sir  Charles  Morgan, 

hart.  1781    231  0  • 
William  Mears    and 

Thomas  Teague  1827    184  0  • 

June  Tax  0     8  522  0  • 

November  0    6  ^— 

LOT  XIV.— No.  10. 

Whelpmoor,  &c.    G. 

John  Winter  1805      22  3   • 

Jonathan  Page  1814     112  3  25 

Thomas  Page  1815    318  2  17 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


454    0   • 


LOT  XIX.— No.  6. 

Whelpmoor,  dtc.    H. 
Sir  Thomas  Willis  and 

Sir  Thomas  Dayrell  1657  15    2   • 

Sir  John  Bayley  1808  35    0   • 

John  Robinson  1803  348    3  26 

AunMarshaU  1811  160    2  14 

Thomas  Page  1815  200    0   0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


760    0   0 
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LOT  XIV.— No.  1. 
Isleliam  Common.    D. 

Fart  I.    Farthest  from  the  River. 

A.  A  P. 
James  Audis  1815        2    2  17 

Ditto,  Tax  released  10    0    0 

James  and  Joseph  Col 

len 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
WilUam  Fletcher 
Geoi|[e  Wells,  John 

Webber,       Henry 

Clark,    and    John 

Collen 
John  Parr 
John    Webber,    Tax 

released  51    1     8 

t,   d. 

June  Tax  0    8  10«     0    0 

November  0    6  — —.—... 

Part  II.     Nearest  the  River. 
Thomas  Seaber  1793      31    0     0 

Charles  Shelford  Bid- 

well  1802        0     1    • 

John  Clark  1815      11     0    0 

William  Tklbot,  and 

Mary  his  wife  1815      36    2    0 

George   Wells,  John 

Webber,       Henry 

Clark,    and    John 


1816 
1819 


1821 
1823 


2 
10 

1 
3 
4 


23 

4 


Collen 
Peter  Fmcham 
John  Fincham 
James  Seaber 

Jane  Tax 
November 


1821 

1826 
1826 


10 
0 
0 

II 


1     0 
0     9 


Jmie  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


100    0    0 


LOT  VII.— No.  1. 
Ueham  Common.    C. 

Part  J.    Farthest  from  the  River. 
John  Clarke  1820        9    0    0 

William  Gunstone  1820        6    0    0 

James  Seaber  1825      80    0    0 

Ditto,  Tax  released  20    0    0 


115    0    0 


Part  H.    Nearest  the  River. 
William  and  Benjamin 

Houghton  1802       11  1     0 

Thomas  Sindell  1808      20  0    0 

William   Talbot,  and 

Mary  his  infe  1815      11  1     8 

litus  Fuller  1824        0  0  21 

James  Seaber  1826      72  1  11 

115'  0    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1    0 
0    9 


LOT  VI.— No.  1. 
Isleham  Common.    B. 

Pan  I.    Farthest  from  the  River. 


John  Shearing 
Ditto,  Tax  released 

#.    d. 
June  Tax  0    8 

November  0    6 


1793 


A.  R.P. 

no  0  0 

15  0    0 

125  0    0 


Part  II.    Nearest  the  River. 


James  Collen 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
John  Collen 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
John  Clark 
Jonathan  Turner 
John  Shearing 
John  Norman 
Brown  Wells,  Tax  re- 
leased 
John  SUrling,  Ditto 


1788 

1793 

1810 
1818 
1818 
1822 


« 
14 

1 

5 
11 

5 
54 
12 

9 
10 


3  0 

2  20 


36 

20 

0 

0 

4 
0 

0 
0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1     0 

0    9 


125    0    0 


LOT  III.— No.  1. 
Isleham  Common.    A. 

Part  I.    Farthest  from  the  River. 


John  Shearing  1793    119 

Ditto,  Tax  released  4 

John  Smith  and  Tho- 
mas Bartle,  Tax 
leleased  1791        3 


0   0 
0    0 


0    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


125    0    0 


Part  II.    Nearest  the  River. 


Richard  Seaber,  Jan.     1771 
Charles  Pond  and  Ro- 
bert Cadman  1791 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
William  Jolly  and  Ro- 
bert Cadman              1798 
Robert  Watson              1811 
John  Shearing                1798 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
Thomas  Brook              1815 
James  Seaber,  Tsx  re- 


1    0 

0    9 


0    2    0 


15 
3 

6 

17 

64 

5 

0 


Jane  Tax 
Norenibcr 


14    0    0 
135    0    0 
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LOT  XVIII.— No.  6. 
Soham  Commons  in  Great  Meilam.    C. 

A,   R,  P. 
Jonathan  Page  1816    240    3  13 

William  Dunn  Gardner  1816    108    2  37 
John  Shearing  1816    219     1  30 

#.    rf,  — ^__ 

June  Tax  0    8  569    0    0 

Norember  0    6  ■ 


LOT  XV.— No.  6. 
Great   MetUm,    LiUle  Metlam,    and  the 
Hasse  in  Soham.    A. 
William  Horsly  1791      15    0    0 

Harriott  Wild    and 

William  Wild  1800    350    0    • 

William  Crisp,  Jan.       1808     100    0    0 
John  Dobede  1827      35    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
Norember 


0    8 
0    6 


500    0    0 


LOT  XVII.— No.  7. 

Great  Metlam,  &c.    B. 
Thomas  Whitred  1809    200    0    0 

William  Dana  Gardner  1818    300    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


500    0    0 


LOT  XIIL— No.  6. 

Sir  Robert  Heath's   several  Grounds   in 
Soham. 
Thomas  Seaber,  jun. 

and  John  Seaber        1794  45  0    0 

John  Clarke                  1810  11  0  28 

Thomas  Read                 1804  T  2  38 

Robert  Watson  Jan.      1815  12  3    0 

Ditto,  Tax  released  2  0    0 

Jonathan  Page               1816  210  0    0 
Thomaa  Seaber,  Tax 

released                     1772  10  0    0 

John  Seaber                  1818  121  1  14 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


420    0    0 


LOT  IV.— No.  2. 
Barway  lifiddle,  and  Fordey  in  Soham. 

Part  I.    Fordey. 
Thomas  Granger  and 
Edward    Tiogey 
Granger  1822    156    2    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


8    4 

1     9 


156    2    0 


Part  II.    Barway  Middle. 
Thomas  Granger  and 
Edward    Tingey 
Granger  1822      74    2    0 

JoneT^  2    4  74    2    0 

^ovember         1    9  i   ^ 


LOT  XVIII.— No.  7. 
Two  Severals  o(  Soham. 

Part  I.    Bogbcach. 

A.  JLP. 

Lord  John  Towmhend, 
J.  Smith,  and  Fran- 
cis Wm.  Saanders       1811        1    •   • 

>w     d. 

Jane  Tax  2    9  1    0   • 

November  1     6  ■ 

Part  U.    A  Several  between  East  Fca  m4 
Calf  Fen. 
Lord  J.Townshead,  J. 
Smith,  and  Franda 
WUliam  Saanders       1811        8    •  • 


June  Tax 
November 


2    0 
1     6 


8    •   • 


LOT  XIV.— No.  5. 

Fordham  Common. 
Charles  Pollett  Broim 
Chatteris  1819      27    0  • 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


27    0  I 


LOT  XVIII.— No.  2. 

Wicken  High  Fen. 
Thomas  Granger  and 
Edward      Tingey 
Granger  1822      30    0   e 


Jane  Tax  1     8 

November  1    3 


30  0  e 


LOT  XUl.— No.  2. 

Wieken  High  Fen. 
Thomas  Granger  and 

Edward        Ting^ey 

Granger  1822      60    •   0 

J.Wm.  Drage  Merest  1810      45    1  32 

Thomas  Granger  1814      14    2    8 


Jane  Tax 
November 


2    4 
1    9 


12f    •    0 


LOT  VI.— No.  5. 

Wieken  High  Fen. 
J.  Wm.Drage  Merest    1810      23    1    0 


Jane  Tsx  1     8 

November  1     3 


23    1    0 


LOT  X.— No.  4. 

Wieken  High  Fen. 
John  William  Drage 
Merest  181#      21    f    0 


JmieTax 
Noyeniber 


1    8 
1    3 


21    0   0 
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LOT  XIV.— No.  4. 
Mr.  Barrow's  Sedge  Fen  Serends  iaWiclen. 

y^.    R  P 
Elizabeth  Cromwell      1676      21    0    0 

#.   d.  

June  Tax  0    8  21    0    0 

Norember  0    6  - 


LOT  X.— No.  9. 
Sfap  E.  Peyton's  Sedge  Fen  SeveralsinWickcn. 
Edward  Howlet  1802      14    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


14    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  5. 

Mr.  Barrow's  embanked  Grounds  in  Wicken. 
Thomas  Kecke,  and 

Anthony  Kecke  1657        7    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


7     0     0 


LOT  VI.— No.  4. 
Upwere  Farm  in  Wicken. 
John  Newman  1824        i 


0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


3    8 
2    9 


of 


LOT  XIV.— No. 
Wicken  Sedge  Fen. 

Sarah,    the     wife 
Thomas  Adams 

WilHam  Pratt 

John  Pond 

JoJjh  Aspl;vt*d 

.WiJliam  VVtlkin 

Eiizabttij,  the  wife  of 
Edward  \7illiam  Pea- 
cbey  Suiih,  the 
wife  of  Jo^epli  Mtin- 
ning ;  and  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Alark  Parr 


1803 
1801 
1817 
1743 
1811 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


LOT  X.— No.  8. 

Barwell  Common.    A. 

Joacph  Cliapmaa  1789 

Ditto,  TajE  relcaa^'d 
Ju.^t'pti  Munmn^jun.     1813 
John  Httrwuod  1813 

Eicti^ird    Foatcfj   sen. 

audjun.  1817 

Mark  Parr,  and  Mary 

his  wife  1814 

David  Danby  1820 

Sarah,  wife  of  William 

Faircliff  1817 

William  Pratt  1824 


JoaeTaz 

NoTcmbcc 


0    8 
0    6 


247    0     0 


LOT  XIII.^No.  4. 


Barwell  Common.    B. 


Sarah,  wife  of  William 

Faircliff  1821     102 

Mark  Parr,  and  Mary 


^.    B,P. 


0    0 


his  wife 
John  Harwood 
John  Pond 
Joseph  Chapman 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1814 
1813 

1817 
1798 


46 
71 
40 
33 


293    •    O 


LOT  XV.— No.  5. 
Burwcll  Common.    C. 

John  Hill                       1798  4  0    0 

Tbc7fims  Markham         1815  2t  0    0 

Robert  H^irdin^              1824  34  •    • 

Snrnh  Hnnjmg                1824  26  2  20 
Simeon  Chiimbeiv,  and 

Mary  his  wife             1824  26  2  20 

Stephen  Piper                1826  48  3    0 


5 

0  • 

3. 

71 

0  0 

77 

0  0 

30 

0  0 

20 

0  0 

67 

0  0 

35 

0  0 

300 

0  0 

43 

0  0 

29 

0  0 

16 

1  0 

47 

1  14 

20 

0  0 

21 

0  0 

18 

0  0 

29 

1  26 

30 

0  0 

Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


160    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No.  16. 

S  waff  ham  Sedge  Fen,  180  acres;  parf  of 
High  Fen,  5  acres;  and  part  of  Cioyle, 
4  acres. 

Part  I.    180  acres,  Swaffham  Sedge  Fen. 

George  Leonait]  Jonyns, 

(clerk)  1789 

Geofge  Chambers  1810 

The  Lord  Bisbop  of  Ely  IdU 
The  Vicar  of  Swaffham 

IMor  1814 

WUliam  Wells  1818 

Danid  Wdb  1818 

Thomas  Ofiki'  andSu- 

fiannsh  hh  wifti!  1821 

John  Prendergast  Hack- 

et  and  James  Wit- 

tet  Lyon  1821 

Thomas  Mosgrave, 

(clerk)  1827 


IS 
38 

4 

8  14 
1  11 
1  23 

14 

4 

4 

282 
3  31 
330 

9    1  12 


June  Tax 
November 


76    8  37 

11    0  20 

180    0    0 


Part  II.  5  acres,  part  of  1  la.  3r.  6;^  in  Ugh 
Fen,  adjoining  Sedge  Fen ;  \jiam  with 
Lot  Vlll.— No.  I. 


The  Vicar  of  Swaffham 
Prior  1814 


5    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    4 
0    3 


6    0    0 
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Part  III.  4  acres,  part  of  a  piece  of  land 
contuidng  15  acres,  more  or  less,  in 
Croyle;  lying  with  Lot  XII. — Ho,  4, 
being  the  corner  piece,  at  the  north- 
east end  of  the  said  Lot. 

A.  R.P. 
Benjamin  Ashman         1722        4    0    0 

,.    d, 

June  Tax  0    4  4    0    0 

Noyember  0    3  »  <■-■ 


LOT  VIII.— No.  1 
Swaifham  High  Fen.    A. 
Robert  Hunt 
Richard  Foster 
Thomas  Harrison 
John  Wright 
Stephen  Piper 
William  Wilkin 
Thtt  Lord  Blahiipof  Ely 
The  Vicar  o  f  S  ff afTlia  m 

Prior 
John  Hibbert 
John  Prendergast  Hack< 

et  and  James  Wit- 

tet  Lyon 
Haylock  Cross 


1814 
1806 
1800 
1815 
1826 
1814 
1814 

1814 
1814 


54  1  0 

20  2  11 

11  2  0 

26  3  7 

7  0  20 
1  2  16 

8  3  25 

10  2  0 

36  0  11 


1821   13  2  0 
1814    9  0  30 


June  Tkx 
NoFcmber 


200    0    0 


LOT  XV.— No.  1. 
Swaffham  High  Fen.    B. 

Robert  Hunt  1804 

^    George  Chambers  1786 

John  Wright  1791 

John  Hibbert  1807 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Ely  1814 
The  Vicar  of  Swaffham 

Prior  1814      15    3  32 


LOT  XVIL— No.  U. 
White  Fen,  next  towBids 


25 

0    0 

71 

0    3 

45 

0  34 

11 

0     1 

31 

3  10 

Jane  Tax 
NoFcmber 


200    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  7. 
Croyle  in  Swaffham,  A.  next  to  the  Hard 
Lands. 
Benjamin  Ashman  1722      98    0    0 

John  Peter  Allix  1807     102    0    0 


June  Tax 
NoFcmber 


0    8 
0    6 


200    0    0 


LOT  XIL— No.  4. 

Croyle  id  Swaffham.    B. 
WillmmMott  1792        6    2  26 

Jobo  Ptfttjr  Allix  1807       44    2  28 

John  Crisp  J  and  Mnry, 
the  wife  of  William 
Palmsby  1814      66    1  13 

Ann,  the  wife  of  Frede- 
rick Bloss,  1814      26    0    0 
James  Mnglcstone         1816       16    0    0 
Robert  Wilkinson          1821      40     1  13 


\rilliiLm  RftadAll 
Carter  Fyson 
WiUiam  Mott 
Jame^  Hancock 
Tlmmas  Kcynofdi 
Holmes  Corn  well 
James  Tljotnpsou 
Robert  Riindall 
Amy  Stanton 
John  Ellis 


tfaeHafdLtn^ 
A.  R.F. 


June  Tax 
Noyember 


0    8 
0    6 


200    0     0. 


June  Tax 
November 


if. 

4 
3 


1790 
1801 
1804 
1804 
1805 
1805 
1805 
1805 
1806 
1884 


23  1 

25  0 
25 
25 

12  1 

19  1 

12  1 

51  S 

12  1 


19    1 


• 

0  0 
•  0 
0 
0 
0 
• 


211    •   0 


LOT  XV,— No.  16. 

White  Fen  in  Swaffham,  next  Bottislisa 
High  Fen. 
Sir  Charles  Morgan,  be  1764     200    0  • 


Jane  Tax 
November 


200    0   • 


LOT  I.— No.  2. 

Bottisham  High  Fen. 

Part  1.    Formerly  Blake's. 
Thomas  Sharp  1815      46    0  0 

Carter  Fyson  1805      24    0   0 


June  Tax 
November 


2    0 
1    6 


70    0   0 


Part  II.    Formerly  Denton's. 

Stephen  Danby  1781        5  0  0 

Thomas  Hatley  1814      28  0  0 

Carter  Fyson  1815        7  0  0 

Thomas  Sharp  1815      30  0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


2    4 
1     9 


70    0    0 


LOT  II.— No.  9. 

Bottisham  Qni,  and  Ditton  InterconuMi, 
next  Bottisham  Lode.     A. 


Samuel  Bull 
Sarah  Hunt 
Holmes  Comwell 
Thomas  Hatley 


1807  20  0  0 

1807  20  0  0 

1809  20  0  0 

1814  40  0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    4 
0    3 


100    0    0 


LOT  VUL— No.  12. 

BottisLam  Hornmgscy,  &c.     B. 

Lawrence  Cook               1728  30 

Francis  Bradwell            1803  10 

Richard  Rayment            1805  50 

WUUam  MustUi             1827  10 


June  Tax 
November 


0    4 
0    3 


100    0   0 
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LOT  X— No.  17. 

J.  R.P, 

Bottisham,  Horningsey,  &c.    C. 

ThoniAs     Mnsgrave, 

(clerk)  1B26     100     0     0 

s,    d. . 

June  Tax            0     4  100     0     0 

November  0    3  ■  


LOT  XIV.— No.  12. 

Horningsey  High  Fen.    D. 

Ann  Gattiward  Collier  1780     100    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0     6 
0     6 


100    0    0 


LOT  XIX.    No.  1. 

Watcrbeach  Fen,  by  Garden  Tree. 


William  Wilson 

1801 

20 

0 

0 

Thomas  Webb 

1801 

11 

0 

0 

William  Wiles 

1801 

30 

fi 

0 

Henry  Doggct 

1801 

10 

0 

0 

Richard  Burling 

1802 

10 

0 

0 

William  Clay 

1802 

5 

0 

0 

Daniel  Reynolds 

1802 

5 

0 

0 

James  Wentworth 

1824 

10 

0 

0 

William  HaU 

1825 

11 

0 

0 

June  Tax            2    4 

112 

0 

0 

November          1     9 
LOT  XII 

No. 

1. 

Waterbeach  Joist  Fen,  Wicken  Lammas 
Grounds,  adjoining  to  Joist  Fen,  and  the 
several  Grounds  of  Edwards,  Peyton,  and 
Dalton.    A. 

Sir    Joseph     Svdney 

Yorke  '  1827     250    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


250     0     0 


LOT  XVI.     No.  I. 

Waterbeach,  &c.  B. 

Philip,  Earl  of  Hard- 

wicke  1806     250    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


250     0     0 


LOT  XVIL— No.  1. 

Waterbeach,  &c.    C. 

PhUip»EarlofHard- 
wicke  1811    201    3    0 


Jane  Tax  I    4 

Notcmber  1    0 


201    3    0 


LOT  XIX.— No.   a. 


Cottenham  Comm3n. 
John  Moore  and  John 


^  n.p. 


Smith                         1800 

10 

0 

0 

James    Greaves     and 

Thomas  Greaves        1800 

10 

0 

0 

William  Few  and  John 

Taylor                         1800 

10 

0 

0 

WilUam  Bull  and  John 

Greaves                      1807 

10 

0 

0 

John   Spackman    and 

Richardson    Spack- 

man                            1800 

10 

0 

0 

John  Nottage                 1800 

10 

0 

0 

James  Figott  and  John 

Emmerson                  1800 

10 

0 

0 

Rlcbiird  Norm  An  and 

John  Hnird                 1800 

10 

0 

0 

Johd    Ftirbank     and 

Thomas  Corbitt         1800 

10 

0 

0 

Ji>bn     V\'ayrtiaii     and 

W^njiimin  Monr           1800 

10 

0 

0 

William  Watson             1800 

10 

0 

0 

William  Kimpton  and 

John  Papworth           1813 

10 

0 

0 

James  Collins  and  John 

Todd                            1814 

10 

0 

0 

Stephen  Sannderson       IbOO 

10 

0 

0 

Benjamin    Moor    and 

William  Moor            1800 

10 

0 

0 

Thomas  Ivatt                  1800 

10 

0 

0 

John  Greaves,  sen.        1800 

20 

0 

0 

Jeremiah  Cross               1800 

10 

p 

0 

John  Sainty  and  James 

Sainty                          1800 

20 

0 

0 

William  Ivatt                  1800 

20 

0 

0 

William  Greaves             1803 

5 

0 

0 

Simon  Goodman            1 823 

m          J 

5 

0 

0 

June  Tax            3     0 

240 

0 

0 

November          2    3 



— 

— 

LOT  VII.— No.  3 

, 

Rampton  Commons. 

Robert  Ellis                   1826 

16 

0 

0 

June  Tax            2     8 

16 

0 

0 

November          2    0 

m^^ 

... 

LOT  XV.— No.  2. 

Hcmpshall  in  Willingham. 
John  Newman  1796      53    0  ;  0 


June  Tax 
November 


3    4 
2    6 


53    0    0 


LOT  III.— No.  2. 

Middle  Ditch  Fen,  in  Willingham. 
William  Asplin  1805 

John  Dodson  and  Eli- 
sabeth, his  wife  1805 
Robert  Osbom  1807 
WUUamOsborn             1807 
Mary  Osbom                1816 


17 

2  28 

20 

2  10 

7 

3     1 

11 

3    0 

12 

2    1 

Jane  Tax 
NoreokMif 

3a 


3    8 
2    9 


77    1    0 
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LOT  VI.-"No.2. 


Chattockf  9  or  Laogridge,  in  Willingham. 

WUliamAspUQ  1794      53*   0    6 

June  Tax  3    8  53    0    0 

NoTember  2    9  — 


LOT  HI.— No.  3. 

Ofeat  Shelford  in  WiUiDgham. 
Robert  Osborn  1807        9    3    0 

OibomLack  1807        3    0    0 


JnneTaz 
NoFember 


d    8 
2    9 


12    3    0 


LOT  VI.— No.  3. 
Babiea  Hem»  in  Willingham. 
William  Asplin  1805        8    2  U 

John  Dodion  1805        5    0  29 


June  Tax 
Nofcmber 


8    8 
2    9 


13    8    0 


LOT  X.— No.  6 
Stacks  in  l^miiDgliani 

WilUam  Berry 


JuieTaz 
Nofiembar 


«.  d. 
2  4 
1     9 


LOT  XVU.— No.  4 

Uttle  Shelford,  in  Willingbam. 
Elizabeth  Taylor  1776 


JimeTaz 
Norember 


3    8 
2    • 


J. 

1 

0  • 

7 

•  • 

4. 

7 

1   1 

7 

1  • 

LOT  XIV^No.  2. 

Orer  Common. 
Robert  West,  Robert 
Wapoole,     Edward 
GibionyRogerPecke, 
and  Thomas  CoUctt  1666    171    0  I 


Jane  Tax 
November 


3 
2    9 


171    •  I 


ISLE   OF  ELY. 


LOT  I— No.  1. 
Haddenham  Common.    A. 


Mary  Langman 
Hugh  Robert  Evans 
Elisabeth  Papworth 


1783 
1809 
1822 


June  Tax 
NoFember 


1   e 

1     3 


A,  ILP. 

50  0    0 

36  3    0 

13  1    0 

100  0     0 


LOT   II.— No.  1. 

Haddenham  Common.     B. 
Elizabeth  Papworth       1822    100    0    0 


Jane  Tax  18  100    0    0 

Norember  1    3  .. 

LOT  IV.— No.  1. 
Haddenham  Common.    C. 
Francis  Hitch  1753      25    0    0 

John  Read  and  Wil- 
liam Pate  1810      50    0    0 
John  Camps  1799      25    0    0 


Jant  Tax 
NoTember 


1    8 
1    3 


100    0    0 


LOT  v.. 

-No.  1. 

addenham  Common. 

D. 

ji. 

JLP. 

William  Satton 

1826 

U 

0    f 

John  Read 

1790 

15 

0    0 

George    Waddington, 
(clerk)  1828 

James  Biddell  1814 

Tax  released  to  Isaac 
Wright 


June  Tax 
November 


13    0   0 


36    0    • 
78    0    f 


LOT  VIII.— No.  2. 

Haddenham  Severals. 

Part  I.     Ewell  Fen. 
Joseph  Yipan  1825      36    2   0 


June  Tax 
November 


3    8 
2    9 


36    2    0 


Part  II.    Fonnerly  Match's. 
Philip,  Eari  of  fiaid- 


wicke 

JnneTsx 
Nov«aiber 


1790       1    0   • 


3    8 
2    9 


1    0   f 
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Part  III.    Pormeriy  Call7  Croft. 

John  Edeu  Leeds  1805         0  2  8 

#.  d. 

June  Tax            3  8                    0  2  8 

November           2  9              - 

Part  IV.    Liodoii  Dolea. 

Richard  Hopkins  1822        4  2  0 

JohnDodson  1822        4  2  0 
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June  Tax 

Norember 


2    8 
2    0 


9    0    0 


Part  V.    Priest  Croft 
PhiMp,  Earl  of  Hard- 

wicke  1790        1 


June  Tax  2    8 

November  2    0 


0    0 


1    0    • 


PaitVr.  Hill  Doles. 

Benjamin  Leland  1789  10    2    0 

Isaac  Wright  1792  10    0 

John  Lambert  180(S  3     1  12 

Aaron  Browne  1808  1     2  2» 


June  Tax 
November 


2    8 
2    0 


15    2    0 


Part  VII.    Overdelphs  and  Pingks. 

Thomas  Ind  and  Mary 

his  Wife                     1793  4  0    0 

Sarah,  the  Wife  of  Ro- 
bert Barlow               1809  13  0    0 

WUIiamHuckle             1809  2  0    0 

Edward  Hodsoa             1823  23  0    0 


42    0    0 


June  Tax  2    8 

November  2    0 

PartVIIL    Nctherdelphs. 
Francis  Knight  1803      10    0    0 

Ditto,  Tax  released  R    0    0 

Edward  Hodson  1823        5    3  22 

Thomas  Pike,  Tax  re- 
leased 6    0    0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


2    8 
2    0 


29    3  22 


Part  IX.    Formerly  White's. 
Edward  Hodson  1823        1     0  10 


June  Tax 
November 


2    8 
2    0 


1     0  10 


Part  X.    Formerly  Pamplyns. 
WiUiam  Bedford  1821        0    2    0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


2    8 
2    0 


0    2    0 


Part  XI.    Formerly  Wines. 
WilUam  Bedford  1821        0     1  10 


June  Tax 
November 


2    8 
2    0 


0     1  10 


Part  XII.  Audrey  Causeway. 
EdvrardHodtami  1823       0    2  30 


JnaeTax 
Nofcmbev 


2    8 
2    Q 


0    2S0 


LOT  VIL— No.  9. 

Wilbnrton  Common  and  Several*. 
Part  I.    Skeg  Fen,  and  Rash  Fen 
Commons. 

^.    JL  P 
Mr.  Serjeant  Pell  1827     117    2    0 

».  d. 

Jnne  Tax  3    0  117    2    0 

November  2    3  - 

Part  II.    Wilberton  Sevcrals. 
Mr.  Serjeant  Pell  1827        6    2    0 


June  Tax            3    0                    6  2    0 
November          2    3             .,«..«.i_.. 
LOT  v.— No.  2. 
Streatbam  Common. 

Edward  Morden            1810      21  2    5 

King  Charles                 1810      20  3  15 

WUliam  Wright             1827      26  I  22 

RichardRamsden,DJ).1814      48  1  34 

Richard  Norman           1812      21  0  10 

Frederick  ?%|jArp             1825      22  3  34 

David  Clarke                 1826      11  To 


June  Tax 
November 


1     8 
1    3 


172    2    0 


LOT  XVII.— No.  3. 

Fidwell  Fen,  iu  Streatbam. 
William  Sayer  Reed      1803      60    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


60    0    0 


LOT  XVIIL— No.  3. 
Langmoor  and  Boat^^gangs^  ia  Sti^^athana. 
Part  L     The  Boatgangw 
Thomai  Granger  and 
Edward'nng(.7Griuigerl822      14    2  25 

June  Tax  2    0  14     2  25 

November         1     6  ■    ■ 

Part  II.    Harrimere. 
Thomas  Granger  and 
£dwardTingeyGrangerI822        0    2  15 


Jane  Tax 
November 


2    0 
1    6 


0    2  15 


Part  HI.    Langmoor. 
Thomas    Granger  and 
Ed  wardTingcy  Granger  1822        2    10 


June  Tax 
November 


2    0 
1     6 


2    1     0 


LOT  XV.— No.  10. 
ELY. 
Quaney  Farm. 
JamesBentham  (clerk)  1787      12    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 

1     0 


12    0    0 


LOT  XV.— No.  9. 

Thomey  Vwrm,  by  Stuntaey. 
Harry  Speaoer   Wad- 
dington  47    0    0 


June  Tut 
November 
3  4  2 


1    4 
1    0 


47    0    0 
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LOT  XI.— No.  10. 

Norney  Famu 

1802 
1^11 


APPBNDIX. 
Part  ill 


John  Hatch 
Harry  Spencer  Wad- 
dington 

».     d, 
Jane  Tax  1    0 

NoFcmber  0    9 


^.  /?.  P. 
75    0    0 

4    0    0 


79    0    0 


StantneyFarm. 
John  Casburn 


LOT  L— No.  10. 

170B      22    0     0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


22    0    0 


LOT  L— No.  11. 

Stantney  Small  SeFcmls. 

Richard  Wilson  Jun.    1803      12    0    0 


Jnnc  Tax 
November 


12    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No.  4. 

1797 


Bream  Farm,  by  Ely. 
Seth  Bull 


4    0    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


3    8 
2    9 


4     0    • 


LOT  L— No.  9. 


Stuntney  Common. 
William  Jugg 
Thomas  Rayner,  jun. 


1798 
1817 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1     0 


16 
16 

0 
0 

0 
0 

32 

0 

0 

LOT  XII.— No.  12. 

Downham  Common  nnd  Several,  aud  Ely 
Cow  Fen,  exchanged  for  part  of  Down- 
bam  Common. 

Parti.   Cow  Fen,  in  Ely. 
William  Harlock  1816      67     2  17 

Robert  Fletcher  1817      20     123 


June  Tax  2    4  8  8       0  0 

November  1     9  

Part  11.    Downham  Common. 
JohnHibbert  1814      45 

Franc ia  Till g:ay  1814       15 

Plillip  IlopUin,  jun.       1815      38 
Jobn  SiiDpaon  he^l!  Re- 


becca hb  Wifi 
Robert    Harlock 

Aim  Lis  Wifi: 
Richard  Hopkin 
WUliam  Harlock 
Henry  Salmon 
Joseph  Hopkin 
Thomas  Maaer 


and 


1315   38  2  7 


1823 
1823 
1823 
1805 
1815 
1825 


8 
66 
33 
J2 
45 

8 


2    0 

2  0 

3  33 
0  0 
0  0 
0     0 


Jone  Tax 
November 


0    4 
0    3 


300     2    0 


CarCet^t  Several,  inDownWa. 

Henry  Waddelow  1808        1    2  • 

#.  d,  — ^-^— . 

JoneTax            0  4  1    3  • 

November         0  3  _^_ 

LOT  IV.— No  17. 
LITTLEPORT. 
Mr.  Tyrrcrt  Grounds,  by  Priest  Houses.  A. 
Dyson  Savage  1817      27    0   • 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0     9 


27    0   • 


LOT  XIII.— No.  10. 

Sir  Miles  Sandy's  Embanked  Groonds,  oat 

Pnest  Houses.    A. 


Philip,  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke  1790 


June  Tax 
November 


70    0   0 
70    0   0 


LOT  IV.— No.  9. 
Sir  Miles  Sandy's  Embanked  Groands.    & 
Dyson  Savage  1803     115    0   • 


June  Tax 
November 


115    0   0 


LOT  VII.     No.  10. 

Sir  Miles  Sandy's  Embanked  Grounds,  next 
CroQchmooTy  in  Ldttleport.    C. 
JohnHibbert  1809     115    0   0 


June  Tax 
November 


115    0    ft 


LOT  XIX.— No.  7. 
Mr.  Tower's  Crottchmoor. 
Bailey  Stimson  1781       70 


June  Tax 
November 


LOT  XIII.— No.  11. 

Mr.Hawkin'sCroucbmore,  next  Hale  Fea. 
Philip,  Earl  of  liard- 

wickc  1790  ^45    0   0 


June  Tax  1 

November  0 


45    0    0 


LOT  XIX.— No.  8. 
Mr.  Hawkin*H  Crouchmoor,  farthest  firoo 
Hale  Fen. 
Philip,  Earl  of  Hard- 

wicke  1790     10    0    0 


June  Tax             10                  10    0    0 
November  0    9  • 

LOT  XV.— No.  11. 
Richard  Ward's  Severals^in  Littleport,  by 
PraU'sWere. 
WUliam  Begley  1808       3    0   0 


June  Tax 
November 


1.  4 
1    0 


5    0    0 
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LOT  XV.— No.  12. 
A  ScTcral  belonging  to  Wdnejr  Cluipel,  in 
Ldttleport. 

William  Webb  1809         1*   0    0 

s.    d. 

June  Tfix            14  10     0 

November  1     0  _ 


LOT  X.— No.  16. 

litileportSererals.    A. 

Part  I.    Formerly  the  Wood  Ground. 
Philip,  Earl  of  Hard- 

wicke  1790         14    0     0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


14     0    0 


Part  II.    ApeshaU. 
Philip,  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke  1790        27    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


27    0    0 


LOT  XL— No.   11. 

lattleport  Severals.    B.     Called  the  Crofts. 
Part  I.    Cade*a  Croft. 
Mary,    the    Wife    of 

Waiiam  Cross  1813        5     2  12 


5    2  12 


Juno  Tax  1    4 

Noveml)er  1    0  ■ 

Part  II.    Formerly  Crabbs'  and  Collins'. 
WiUiamCudack  ]8I3        8    3  22 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


8    3  22 


Part  HI.     Formerly  Smith  and  Horn's. 
William  Shrewsbury      1770        3    3  10 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


3    3  10 


Part  IV.    Formerly  Hand  and  Alderton's. 
William  Shrewsbury      1770        8    3  20 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


8    3  20 


Part  V.    Formerly  Cook  and  Wadle's. 
Thomas  Brassct  1738        4    0     0 


June  Tax 
November 


4     0     0 


Part  VI.    Formerly  Goat  and  Neal's. 
Thomas  Brassctt  1738        3    0  32 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


3     0  3i 


Part  VII.    Formerly  Vcmcll's. 
William    Pallett,   and 
Eliu^beth,  the  Wile 
onriUiamWaodbj   1807        1    0  15 


JvneTax  1    4 

November  1    0 


1    0  15 
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Part  VIH.    Formerly  Day's. 

^»    H  P 
William   Pallett,    and 
Elisabeth,   the  Wife 
of  WUliam  Waudby    1867        5    3  25 

a.     d,  

June  Tax  14  5    8  25 

November  1     0  - 

Part  IX.    Formerly  Chamber  and  Smith's. 
William    Pallett,    and 
Elizabeth,  the  Wife 
of  WUliam  Waudby    1807        4    2    5 

June  Tax  14  4    2    5 

November  1     0  — 

Part  X.    Formerly  Wilson  and  Payne's. 
Thomas  Brassett  1738        3    2    5 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 

1     0 


3    2    5 


Part  XL    Formerly  Goat  and  Asplaod'a. 
John  Peacock  1806        5    0  15 


June  Tax 
November 


5    0  15 


Part  XU.    Formerly  Milsop  and  Groom's. 
William  Crabb  1791        4    0  10 


June  Tax 
November 


4    0  10 


Part  XIH.    Formerly  Sir  Miles  Sandy's. 
JohnGotobed  1823        6    0  15 


June  Tax  14  €    0  15 

November  1     0  —...».-.. 

Part  XIV.    Formeriy  John  Milsop't. 
Christopher  Clark  1819        6     1   10 

June  Tax  14  6    1   10 

November  1     0  .. 

Part  XV.     Formerly  Meadows. 
Thomas  Dove  1769        7    3  30 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


7    2  30 


Part  XVI.     Formerly  Alexander's  and 

others, 
lliomas  Dove  1769        6    2  30 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


6    230 


Part  XVII.    Archdeacon's  Croft 
William  Cutlack  1806      20    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


20    0    0 


PartXVIlI.    Formeriy  Milsop  and 
White's. 
WiiBamWebb  1809       4    2  15 


JoBt  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


4    315 
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Part  XIX.    Formerly  Wright's. 

W.   R,  P. 
JobaHibbcrt  ll525        3    3    0 

».    d. 

June  Tax  14  3    3    0 

November  1     0 


Part  XX.    Formerly  Clark's. 
Ghrislopber  Clarke        1715        2    3     0 

June  Tax  1     4 

November  1    0 


2    3     0 


Part  XXI.    Formerly  Vcre's  and  Mare's. 
Christopher  Clarke        1715        3    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


I     4 

1     0 


3    0    0 


Part  XXil.  Formeriy  Sharpe  and  Wilson's. 
Christopher  Clarke        1763        6    3  20 


6    3  20 


June  Tax  1    4 

November  1    0 

Part  XXIII.    Formerly  Thomas  Milsop's. 
Christopher  Chiiice        1763        9     1  12 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


9     1  12 


Part  XXIV.    Formerly  Lukin's. 
John  Taylor  1769        1    0    0 

Christopher  Clarke        1 763       13     0    0 

June  Tax  14  14    0    0 

November  1     0  — .— 

Part  XXV.    Formerly  the  Widow  Crabb's. 
Christopher  Clarke        1763      16    3    0 


16    3    0 


June  Tax  I    4 

November  1     0 

Part  XXVI.     Apesball. 
PhUip,  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke  1790        3    0    0 


3    0    0 


June  Tax  1    4 

November  1     0  ■ 

Part  XXVII.    Formerly  Cole  and  John- 
son's. 
Christopher  aarke        1763        2    10 
William  PaUett,   and 
Elizabeth   the  Wife 
of  William  Waudby   1807        9    3  10 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


12    0  10 


Part  XXVIII.     Formerly  Goat's,   Day's, 
and  others. 
William   PaUett,    and 
Elizabeth,  the  Wife 
of  William  Waudby    1807        7     3    2 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


7    3    2 


Part  XXIX.     Formerly  Broughton's  and 
others. 
George  Waddington       1767        4    0  35 
William  Pallett,    and 
Elizabeth,  the  Wile 
of  Wiltiam  Waudby  1807        10    0 


June  Tax 

November 


1    4 

1     0 


5    0  35 


Part  XXX.    Cambridge  Croft. 

Thomas  Brassett  1738        8    2  10 

*.  d. 

June  Tax             14  8    1  If 

Noveoibor           1     0  — ^-— 

LOT  II.— No.  17. 

Westmoor,  Sooth  of  Bedford  River. 
The  20th  piece  from  Weloey.    A. 
Harry  Spencer  Wad- 
dington. 1820      58    0  • 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
d    6 


50    •   0 


LOT  XVII.— No.  24. 

Westmoor,  South.    B. 

The  19th  Piece  from  Welney. 
John     Upshire,      aad 
Mary  hU  Wife  lb$7      50    0   0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


50    •   0 


LOT  Vni.— No.  22. 
Westmoor,  South.    C. 

The  18th  Piece  from  Welney. 
John     Upshire,     and 

Mary,  hUWife  1807      50    0   0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


50    0    • 


LOT  XIV.— No.  20, 

Westmoor,  South.    D. 
The  17th  Piece  from  Welney. 
John     Upshire,      and 
Mary,  his  Wife  1807      50    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0     8 
0     6 


50    0    • 


LOT  XIII.— No.  21. 
Westmoor,  South.    R. 

The  16th  Piece  from  Welney. 
Richard  Gill  1804       34     0    0 

William  Langman  Gill  1804       16    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 

0    6 


50    0    0 


LOT  XVIII.— No.  22. 

Westmoor  South.    F. 

The  15th  Piece  from  Welney. 
WUliam  Eagle  1801     50    0    0 


June  Tax  0    8 

November  0    6 


50    0    0 


LOT  XL— No.  23. 

Westmoor,  South.    G« 

The  14th  Vieee  from  Wetasy. 
Jokn  Abbott,  aad  ElU 
aabeth.hisTrife        1784      50    •    0 


Jme  Tax  0    8 

November  0    6 


50    0    0 
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LOT  VI..— No.  21. 

Westmoor,  South.     H. 

The  13th  Ficcc  from  Welney. 

j4»  R»  P» 
William  Tingay  1801       33    0    0 

John  Harrison  1827       17    0    0 

s.    d. 

June  Tax  0     8  50    0    0 

November  0    6  — ■  — 

LOT  XVI.— No.  18. 
Westmoor,  South.    I. 

The  i2th  Piece  from  Welney. 
John     Upshire,     and 

Mary,  his  Wife  1807      50     0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


50    0    0 


LOT  IV.-No.  20. 

Westmoor,  South.     K. 

The  1 1th  Piece  from  Welney. 
John  BringhuntfClerk, 

and  Sarah,  hisWife     1706      50    0    0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


50    0    0 


LOT  XX.— No.  3. 

Westmoor,  South.    L. 

The  10th  Piece  from  Welney. 
Lavender  Rayner  1811      33 

Jonathan  Brown  1827      17 


Jnne  Tax  0    8 

November  0    6 


50    0    0 


LOT  XII.— No.  19. 

WcBtmoor^  Soulh*     M. 

Thf  9th  piece  from  Welney. 
WiUbm  Mendbam  1779       20    0    0 

Jobs    UpsLirc,     and 

Mary,  Ids  wife  1807      30    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0     6 


50    0    0 


LOT  XV.— No.  23. 

Weitmoor,  South.    N. 

The  8th  Piece  from  Welney. 
JohnWaxham  1818        8 

lliomas  Waxham  1818       id 

WUliam  Waxham  1818        8 


50    0    0 


Jonathan  Page  1828       16    2 

June  Tax  0    8 

November  0     6  _.— 

LOT  VII.— No.  20. 

Westmoor,  South.    O. 

The  7th  Piece  from  Welney. 
Joaatium  Brown  1815      50    0    0 


JnneTuE 
Noreniber 


0    8 
0    6 


50    0    0 


LOT  I.— No.  24. 

Westmoor,  South.    P. 

The  6th  Piece  from  Welney. 

A.  R.P. 
Jonathan  Brown  1815      50    0    0 

,.    d. 

June  Tax  0     8  50    0    0 

November  0    6  — _— . 

LOT  XIX.— No.  17. 

Westmoor,  South.     Q. 

The  5th  Piece  from  Welney. 
WillUm  Martin  1802      50    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


50    0    0 


23. 


LOT  v.— No. 

Westmoor,  Soutb.    R. 

The  4th  Fiecc  from  Welney. 
William  MarUn  1802      50    0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


60    0    0 


LOT  m.— No.  22. 

Westmoor,  South.    S. 

The  3d  Piece  from  WeUiey. 
Joseph  Vipan  1825      50    0    0 

June  Tax           0    8                 50    0    0 
November  0    6  —— 

LOT  IX.— No.  23. 

Westmoor,  South.    T. 

The  2d  Piece  from  Welney. 
Joseph  Vipan  1825      50    0    0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


50    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  81. 

Westmoor  South.    V. 

The  next  Piece  to  Welney. 


William  Cole 

June  Tax 
November 


1731      50    0    0 


0     8 
0    6 


50    0    0 


6. 


LOT  III.— No. 
Westmoor,  South.    A. 

Part  1.    In  the  Wash. 
William  Cole  1692      44    0 

William  Hopkinson        1827      46    2 
John  Vipan  1827      46    S 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


137    0    0 


Part  II.    Out  of  the  Wash. 

WillUmCole                 1692      21  0  0 

WUliam  Barnes             1812      21  •  0 

WilliAm  Hopkinson       1827      21  0  0 


June  Tax 

NoTOnber 


0    8 
0    6 


63    0    0 
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LOT  IV.— No.  4. 
Westmoor,  South.    B, 

Part  1.    In  the  Wash. 


A, 
43 
40 
43 
70 


R.P. 
0     0 


LOT  v.— No.  4. 

Westmoor,  South.    C. 

Part  I.     In  the  Wash. 
Henry  James  Nicholls  1819     100 
Sarah  Brown,  and  £li- 
xabctb,  the  Wife  of 
ThomasOwen  1817     101 


Jane  Tax 
NoTember 


0    8 
0    6 


0    8 
0    6 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


JomTul 


0    8 
0    6 


Witliam  Harrison  1788 

John  Chambers  1 788 

Thomas  Norbnrn  1 795 

JonathanTownley,c1crkl81 1 
Hannah  &  John  Cham- 
bers 19.^7      40    0    0 

•.   d, 

June  Tax  0    8  236    0     0 

NoTcmbcr  0    6  -  — 


Part  II.     Out  of  the  Wash. 
JonatlianTownlcy,  clerk  1811     164    0    0 


June  Tax  0    8 

NoFcmber  0    6 


164    0    0 


0     0 


0    0 


Jane  Tax  0    8  204    0    0 

November  0    6  

Part  II.    Out  of  the  Wash. 
William  Brown  1817     196 


0    0 


196    0    0 


LOT  VL— No.  7. 

Westmoor,  Sotitb.    D. 

IVrll.     In  the  Wash. 

Rkhanl  Ctnv                 1806 

54 

0 

0 

Abraham  Bo  il^^r           1810 

30 

0 

0 

Edward  Richards  Adam  1817 

29 

0 

0 

Thomas  Spooncr            1815 

57 

0 

0 

Isaac  Wright                  lbl7 

8 

0 

0 

JohnVipan                     1827 

52 

0 

0 

230    0     0 


June  Tax 
November 

Part  II.     Out  of  the  Wash. 
William  Asplin  1794       70     0     0 

Edward  Richards  Adam  1817    100    0    0 


170    0    0 


LOT  VII.— No    4: 

Westuiocr^  Sotiib.     E. 

Part  L     In  the  Wash, 

miliaiti  Cullack             1822  15  2  0 

JobaCuaick                  1827  46  2  0 

Willmin  Denston            1815  98  0  0 

Klatthew  FntlPS               1811  12  0  0 

RobenRayner               1816  30  2  0 
Harry  Spencer  Wad- 

1820  59  2  0 


262    0    0 


Part  II.    OatofClieWaA. 

A.    /L?. 
Wm.  Cox  and  Jamet 

Cox  1818      30    •   0 

Edward  Richards  Adam  1817     108    •   • 

June  Tax  0     8  138    0   • 

November  0     6  ■ 

LOT  IX.— No.  6. 

Westmoor,  South.    F. 
Edward  Richards  Adam  1817    200    0  • 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0     6 


200    •   • 


LOT  XI.— No.  22. 

Westmoor,  North  of  Bedford  River.    A. 
The  next  Piece  to  W^lney. 
Robert  Bcart,  Jun.         1802      25    0   • 
John  Gotobed  1795       25    0  • 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0     9 


50    0   • 


LOT  XX.— No.  2. 

Westmoor,  North.     B. 

The  2d  Piece  from  Welncy. 
\rilliamLee  1796      50    0    f 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


50    0   • 


LOT  VI. -No.  20. 

Westmoor,  North.    C. 

The  3d  Piece  from  Welney. 
Henry  Gascoigne  1808     '50    0   0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1     0 
0    9 


50    0    0 


LOT  L— No.  23. 

Westmoor,  North.     D. 

The  4th  Piece  from  Welney. 
Henry  Gascoigne  1813      '2    0    0 

Ditto,  Tax  released 

to  Thomas  Scott  8    0    0 

John  Gotobed  1810      40    0    0 


June  Tax  10  50    0    f 

November  0     9  __ 

LOT  IV.— No.  19. 

Westmoor,  North.    £. 

The  5th  Piece  from  Welney. 
Henry  Gascoigne  1808      50    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0     9 


50    0    0 


LOT  XII.— No.  18. 

Westmoor,  North.    F. 

The  6tl&  Beoe  finom  Welney. 
Heniy  Gascoigne  1822      50    0    0 


lime  Tax 
Nofvember 


1     0 
0    9 


50    0   § 
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LOT  v.— No-  22. 

Wc«tinoor,  Nortb.     G. 

The  7ih  Piece  from  Wdocy. 

Willmm   Hemy  Fel- 

lowei  1804      m    0    0 

I.    rf,  . 

Jane'lBX            10  50    0    0 

Noreniber  0     9 


LOT  X.— No.  30. 

Wef  Imoor,  North.     H, 

The  8th  Piece  from  Wtbey. 
Haory  Ga4Co%qo  1808      50    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


50     0     0 


LOT  XIX.— No.  16, 

"Wcfttmoor,  Nortb,     h 

TUe  9th  Piece  from  Welncjr. 
Henry  GAacoigne  1313      50    0    0 


Jnnc  Tax 

November 


50    0     0 


LOT  VH  —No.  la 
Wefttmoor,  Nortb.    K. 

The  lOtb  Ficce  from  Wdocf* 
Hemy  Gitficoigne  1805      50    0    0 


JuiM  IVuc 

NoTember 


50    0    0 


LOT  XV,— No.  22. 
Westnaoor,  North.    L. 

The  11th  Piece  from  Wcloef. 
Beiuy  GuscoigDc  1805      50    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
NoTcmher 


50    0     0 


LOT  IL— No*  le. 

Wcslraoor,  North.     M. 

The  I2ih  Piece  front  Weluef, 
Henry  Gusicoi^ne  1805       50    0     0 


June  Tsx 

November 


50    0     0 


LOT  IIL— No.  21. 

WesUnoor,  North.    N. 

TIjc  iHth  Piece  from  Wdooy. 
Robert  Vipnn  1813      50    0    0 


June  Thx 
November 


50    0    0 


LOT  VllL^No.  21. 
WcaUnoor,  North.    O, 

The  14th  Hecc  firom  Wclucf. 
Robt.Tomblefloa  Berry  1821      50    0    0 


June  Tax 
NovetDber 


50     0     0 


LOT  XVIU.-No,  21. 

Wcatmoor,  North.    P. 

The  lath  Piece  from  Welncy. 

John  Citiss  1783      50    0    0* 

f.  d,  ^ 

June  Tax            1  0  50     0     0 

Norember           0  H  ^           * — 

LOT  XLU.— No.  20, 

Wcutmoor,  North,     y. 

The  l€ih  Pkcc  from  WeloAj. 
JohnGotobed  1814      50    0    0 


50    0    0 


June  Tux  1     0 

Norember  0     9  • 

LOT  XVI,— No.  17* 

Westmoor^  North.     R, 

The  17th  Piece  from  Welney. 
John  Oipson  1771       50     0    0 

June  Tax  10  50    0    0 

NoTcmber  0     9  ^— «— i— 

LOT  XIV.— No,  1^. 

Wcstmoor,  North,    S. 

The  18th  Piece  from  Welney. 
William  Whiltiog  182S      50    0    0 


50    0    0 


June  Tkx 

Norember 


LOT  IX.— No-  22. 
Wettmoor,  North,    T 

The  19th  Fiecc  from  Wclney. 
WlDUm  DeuitOD  1815      50    0    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


50    0    0 


LOT  XVIL— Ko.  23. 

WeaUnoor,  North.    V. 

The  20th  Piece  from  Wclney. 
Thomas  Smith  181<i       13    0     5 

James  Smyth  1827       15    0  35 

WiiilamCurtU  1828       11     3    0 

Rut>eri  Roo,  Tax  re- 
leased 10    0    0 


50    0     0 


Jnne  Tax  1    0 

November  0    9 


LOT  L— No.  4, 

Westmoor,  North.    A, 
JohuFailes  1806     137     0    0 

Ebenccer  Foster  1824    1!00     0    0 

George  Mickelfield  lie- 

fcrer  18S6      S3    0    0 

Ditto,  Tux  relea&cd  10    0    0 


Jone  Tax 
November 
3  n 


400    d    • 


tOT  BOOJi. 
iPart  V,    Formerly  Whione'i,  Ac 

A    ft    f> 

Ricburd  Cluy  1822  9     0     0 

VriUmm  Castonce  1812  8    0  10 

Robert  Bevill  ltj22  10    0 

d,  


June  Tax            10  18     0  10 

Nt>r  ember  0     5  

fart  VJ,   Part  of  Ida.  Ir.  30;^.  Formerly 

Andrew**, 

JaliQ  MouIboq                 1819  4     2  20 

JODC  Tux             10                    4     2  20 
November  0    9  . , 

LOT  IX.~No.  7. 
Goffii^  Se?eraU.    C. 
PArt  I.    Part  of  16ff*  Ir,  30jj.    Formerly 

Andrew's. 
lohnMoalson  1817    ;il     3  10 

June  Tax 
Noremli«r 
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P«rl  JiL    Blockmoor*i,  formorly  WaUoQ'a 
And  otbcn. 

A,  R.  P. 

Jolm  Martin  irG9        0     2    0 

Uanuah  CbamUcrs  1807         0     10 

JniicTiw  10  0     3     0 

Korcttiber  0    9  —-       -^ 

Part  IV.      Block  moor's,  formerly  Whit«- 

cake's. 

Hantmb  Cbamben         1607        0    3  34 


a     3  10 


Part  II,     Formerly  Mattbctr's. 
John   Tbompgon    and 
Maria  hia  Wife^  and 
RoioIiDda  Foss  1624       14 


U 


June  Tax  |    o 

Norembcr  0     9 

Part  III.   Formerly  Gocke'f,  and  ofiberi, 
John    and    Ju&ep'li 
Macer  1827      38    0    0 


June  Tax  1     0 

NoTOiuber  0     0 

Partly.    NewDama. 
Jobn    and    Jos<^pb 

Macer  1827 

Juuc  Tax  1     0 

November  9     0 

Part  V,     Part  of  30a.  Or*  30;». 

John  Thompsoa  and 
Maria  hla  Wife,  and 
RoaoHiida  Foaa  1824 


38    0    0 


9    2  15 


3    2  15 


Hall  Fen. 


7    2  15 


Jane  Tax 
November 


f    2  15 


LOT  XL— No.  7. 


Cofeney  SaTerala.    D« 
Part  r.     Part  of  30a.  3r,  30/9.    Uatl  Pen, 
Wimam  Castance  1812        11     1   15 

DUtOp  Tax  released  to 

George  Clay'a  lieira  10    0    0 

Thomas  Nix  1810 

Tax  released  to  himsatf  4    0    0 


June  Tax  1    0 

November  0     9 

PartlL    ThcFinglea. 
RkhanlClay  1817       13 


Jane  Tax 
Norember 


23     I    15 


1  20 


13     1  20 


0     3  34 


Jtine  Tax  1     0 

November  0    9  ^^^^_ 

Part  V.    filocknioor*Sy  formerly  Gave- 

atock'i* 
Hansab  Cbamben         1807        0    3  30 


0    3  30 


June  Tax  1     0 

November  0    0  — 

Part  VI.    Blockmoor'a  formerly  AUeo'a. 
JobaMuoer  1793        0    3  35 


June  Tax 
NoTcmbcr 


0    »  35 


Part  VII.    Blockmoor's*  formerly  Kaye'a 

and  others. 
Richard  Clay  1825        2     1  36 


a     1  36 


June  Tax  1     0 

November  0     y  -  -^r-      * 

Part  VIH.    Bbckmoor'fl,  formerly  Biddle 
and  Winter's. 
iobo  Martin  1769        6    3    0 


June  Tax  JO  6    3    0 

November  0     9  — —    ■  * 

Part  IX.    Blockmoor's,  formerly  Barber's. 

John  MartiQ  1769        3    3  10 


3    3  10 


June  Tax  1     0 

November  0    9  —  

Part  X.      Block  moor's,  formerly  Gimtoo, 
aodoUien* 
William  Nix  1765        3    2  20 


June  Tax 
November 


2    2  20 


Number  20, 

Byall  Pen,  next  to  Maoca,  part  of  the  3000 
Acres  ovcrptua. 
Part  t.    The  Northern  part  next  Manea. 
WiUiam  Barnes  1812    244     2    0 

WiUiam  UopkinsoQ       182T    S44     2    0 


489     0     0 


Jnne  Tax  1     4 

November  1     0 — 

Part  IL    Tiic  Soathem  part.  North  of  the 
40  feet  River. 
WiUtam  Barnes  1812      51     0    0 

John  Riclmrd«on|  and 

Fryer  Richardson       1818    292    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 
9  a  2 


343     0    0 


LOT   BOOK. —  IlSLE   OF   ELY. 


Part  IV.    Formerly  Taylor's, 

A.  R.  P. 
John  Brown,  jun.  1807        0    2  30 

$.   d.  

June  Tax  18  0    2  30 

November  1     3 

Port  V.    Jethcrall's  Hamlets. 
Joseph  Vipan  1785        110 


June  Tax 
November 


1     1     0 


LOT  XI.— No.  4. 

Little   Holwood,   aod  West  Feo,    next  to 
Sutton  Meudlauds.    A. 

Part  I.    Little  Holwood. 
WiUiam  Charter  1811       16     1     3 

Joseph  Vipan  1815      27     0  12 


43     1   15 


June  Tax  1     8 

November  1     3 

PartlL    West  Fen. 

Thomas  Rogers  1814       13    2    2 

June  Tax  18  13    2    2 

November  1    3  . 

PartllL    West  Fen.   . 

Thomas  Rogers  1814      14     1     7 

June  Tax            18                  14     1     7 
November  1    3  — . 

PartlV.    West  Fen. 
John  Robinson  1768         1     3  23 

June  Tax  1     8 

November  1     3 

Part  V.    West  Fen. 
John  Upshirc  '    1740 


Jone  Tax 
November 


1     8 
1     3 


1 

3  23 

2 

3  33 

2 

3  33 

LOT  XIL— No.  3. 

Part  of  Sutton  West  Fen.    B. 
John  Upshire  1740        5     10 

Joseph  Upshire  1805        5     10 


June  Tax            18  10  2    0 

November  1     3  

LOT  XV.— No.  3. 

Sutton  West  Fen     C. 

PartL 

Stephen  Feary                1784  22  0    0 

Joseph  Vipan                 1796  20  2  21 

Ann,  the  wife  of  ditto   1822  18  0    0 

John  Vipan                    1822  10  0    0 


Jane  Tax 
NoTcmber 


1    8 
1    3 


70    2  21 


719 


Part  11.     Part  of  91aw  3r.  20p. 

j§    n  p 

Joseph  Vipan  1785       46     1*19 


June  Tax 
November 


46     1  19 


LOT  XVL— No.  3. 
Sutton  West  Fen.     D. 
William  Wright  1822      80 


0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


20    0    0 


Lar  XVIIL— No.  4. 

Sutton  West  Fen.    E. 

Part  I.     Part  of  91fl.  3r.  29^. 
Henry  Brown 


1808      25    2  10 


June  Tax 
November 


25    2  10 


Part  11.  At  the  west  end  of  the  91a.3r.29;». 
Heury  Brown  1808        3    3  13 


3    3  13 


June  Tax  1     8 

November  1     3 

Part  HI.      Adjoining  the  91a.  3r.  29^. 
Henry  Brown  1808        1    3  31 


June  Tax 
November 


I     3  31 


Part  rV.    Next  Hamond's  Ean. 
Henr)- Brown  1808       10    3  11 


June  Tax            18                   10    3  11 
November  1     3 

Part  V.   Next  Hammonds  Eaq« 
Francis  Knight  1823      28    9    5 

June  Tax  18  28    2    5 

November  1     3  . 

Part  VI.    Formerly  Merrill's. 
Francis  Knight  1823         1     3  10 

June  Tax  18  1     3  10 

November  1    3  — 

Part  VI.  Part  of  175  Acres,  SuUon 
Meadlands,  and  lying  with  the  131 
Acres,  Lot  L — No.  3. 

Stephen  Fear}',  jun.      1811         1    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     B 
1     3 


1     0    0 


LOT  III.— No.  4. 

Sutton,  ihi"  re II j Hinder  of  North  Fen,  and 

the  Middb,  next  towards  Chatteris  Fens, 

and  6a.  Or.  2J^.  in  West  Fen  aiyuining. 

PartL    West  Fen. 
George  Thomioa  6    0  26 


Jone  Tax 
Norember 


1    4 
1    0 


6    0  26 


Part  V.  a^oiainglokiid  c«lM  tbe  BetoDt. 

A.  R,P, 

1742        6  0    0 

1799      20  2  28 

1805         4  3  13 

1812        4  3  U 

1«15        S  0    0 

1821       U  3    0 

1805       10  3  38 

10  0    0 


&OT   BOO&. — 16IJI   OF   SLT. 

Put  vn. 
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William  Wiseman 
William  Wright 
Edward  Bediugham 

Sarab  Eflr»rd9 
Ale3t»niter  SirosoQ 
John  Upshire 

Ditto,  Tax  releaMd 

a.    d, 

June  Tax  1     8 

November  1    3 


72    0  10 


Part  VI.    Nest  HaddeahamSmaU  Fen. 
John  UpaUre  1805        9    3  20 


Jane  Tax 
No?ember 


9    2  20 


LOT  XIL— No.  2. 

Sutton  Grounds,  Soutli  ^  Bedford  Rlwr, 
Iving  next  to  the  Groonda  of  Sutton,  in 
the  5th  Lot. 

Parti.  OatoftheWaah,ikearSQttpoa^r«?el. 
Joaeph  Vipan  8    2  17 


Jane  Tax 
November 


8 
3 


3    2  17 


Part  a  Out  of  Hie  Waah.    RymaaMoor. 
AanMattheva  1785      16    0    0 

Ann,  the  Wifeof  Joaaph 
Vipan  1822       U    0  10 


J«neTax 
November 


32    0  10 


Part  III.    Outofthe  Waah.    South  Fe«. 
Joaeph  Vipan  1796        7    0  36 


June  Tax 
November 

Part  IV. 


7    0  36 


Out  of  the  Waah. 
Doles. 


Manyman's 


John  Vipan 


1824 


3    0  38 


June  Tax 
November 


8 
3 


3    0  38 


P*rt  V. 


Out  of  the  Waah. 
Doles. 


Joaeph  Vipan 

June  Tax 
November 


1800 


Manyman's 
2    1  26 


9    1  26 


Part  VI.  Out  of  the  Wash.    Adjoining  the 
Chain  CaMeway. 
Joaeph  Vipan  1    2  36 


JVMTtt 


1     336 


Out  of  the  Waib.  Batweaft 
Ditches.  A.  RP. 

Joseph  Vipan  1800  1    2.  31 

#.   d.  ■■' 
June  Tax            18  I     2  SI 

November  I    3  ■ 

Part  VIII.    Out  of  the  Waah.  Fomcrly 
Vantria'a. 
Joaeph  Vipan                 1799       5    2  14 

June  Tax  18  5    2  14 

November  1    3  —  ■■■ 

Part  IX.    Out  of  the  Wash.   Bury  Lot. 

Joseph  Vipan  1800  15    3  II 


IS    S  II 


June  Tax  1    8 

November  I    3  '    ' 

PartX.    In  the  Wash.  Adjoining  tlie  GaoU 

Cauaaway. 

Joseph  Vipan       1785   6 


4)  90 


June  Tax  1    8 

November  I    3 

Past  XI.    In  the  Wash. 
Ann,  the  Wife  of  Jo- 
aeph Vipan 

June  Tax  1    8 

November  I    3 

Part  XII.    In  the  Wash. 


6    0  20 


In  Weat  VPn. 


Joaeph  Vipan 


1820 


S    0  26 
S    026 


JuneT^  I    8 

November  1    3 

Part  XIII.    In  ^  Wash. 
Aon,  the  Wife  of  Jo- 
aeph Vipaa  1822       S    I  IS 


InWaalFaa. 


June  Tax  I    8 

November  1    3 

Part  XIV.     In  the  Wash. 
Nortfi  Meadlanda. 
Joaeph  Vipan  1785 


S    1  15 


AbuCtisig  < 
2    • 


June  Tax 
November 


2    020 


Part  XV.  In  the  Wash.    Near  Sonlk  Maad- 
lands. 
Joaeph  Vipan  1765        9    0    6 

Joaeph  Upshire  1«0S        2    I  SO 


June  Tax 
Novenber 


II    1  S6 


LOT  VUL— No.  I. 
Sutton,  South  of  Bedford  Riper. 

Part  I.    OutoftheWash.    Northofthe 

road  to  the  Ganlt 
JohnMonria  1822  3    3  22 


June  Tax 
NofifluaT 

3c 


a    222 
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Part  Ih     Out   of   the  Wa»h. 

Ditches. 


APPBNDIX. 


Joseph  Vipiin 


1799 


Between 

^.  72.  P, 

5    0  38 


I     8 
1     3 


5     0  38 


Jaac  Tax 
Novemher 

Part  III.    In  the  Wash.   North  of  the  Gaul t 
•  Causeway. 
JohnPhipps  1790 

Ditto,  Tax  released  by 


0    d  25 


himself 

1 

0    0 

William  Jellinga 

1808 

13 

2  15 

John  Bulman 

1796 

7 

2  20 

June  Tax            1     8 

23 

0  20 

NoFember           I    3 



-.-_ 

LOT  X.— No.  19. 

Normoor/  in  Chatteris,  next  to 

Honey.    A. 

Eliza,  tlic  wife  of  Ro- 

bert Stevens,   and 

Maria,  the  wife  of 

John  William  Kit- 

chener 

1811 

384 

0     0 

IHtto,  Tax  released 

16 

0     0 

June  Tax            1    4 

400 

0     0 

Noyembcr          1    0 

LOT  XL— No.  15. 
Normoor,  in  Chatteris.    B. 
John   Fryer,    Daniel 
Fryer,  Bn4  Thomas 
Fryer  1826    400    0    0 


June  Tax            14  400  0    0 

November          1     0  --_^_ 

LOT  XVL— No.  12. 

Normoor,  in  Chatteris.  G. 

Richard  Ruston  1807  15  0     0 

Edward  Ruston  1807  48  2  20 

Robert  Ruston  1807  37  1     0 

William  Tabor  1814  86  0     0 

Thomas  Smith  1807  14  0    0 

John  B rammer  Smith  1808  8  3  20 

Elizabeth  Thimbleby  1807  7  2     0 

James  Robinson  1807  27  2  20 

Ditto,  Tax  released  115 

John  Marchnnt  1807  8  2  20 

William  Curtis  1821  43  2     0 

Thomas  Young  1807  23  2     0 

WiUiamTriplow  1807  8  2  20 

John  Ross  1807  10  0     0 

WUliam  Smith  1807  IS  0     0 

Ditto,  Tax  released  6  0    0 

Thomas  Bays  1812  10  I     0 

James  Burgess  1821  4  3  20 

Edward  Strattou  1809  10  1     0 
Edward  Ruston,  Ro- 
bert Ruston,  Wil- 
liam Seward,  Tho- 
mas   Young,    and 

WUlIam  Tabor.  1810  6  2    0 
Thomas  Lemon,  Tax 

released  8  2  35 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


400    0     0 


hOV  XV.— No.  17. 


Normoor,  in  Chatteris.     D. 

Pftrt  I.  North  of  the  40  FeeL 


William  Smith 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
Thomas  Lamb 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
William  Richardson 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
James  Robinson,  jan. 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
James  Robinson 
William  Curtis 
VTilliam  Valentine 
Thomas  Smith 
John  Cave 
Thomas  Young 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
Elizabeth  Boyce 
Thomas    Paine,    and 

William  Paine 
William  Triplow,  Tax 

released 
William  Dunn  Gardner^ 

Tax  released 

«.    d. 
June  Tax  1     4 

November  1     0 


A.SLr. 

I78<^ 

0    1    • 

6  a  • 

1786 

24    2  • 

8    0   • 

1795 

27    1    • 

6    •  • 

1802 

9  a  • 

3    0   • 

1807 

6    2  • 

1818 

22    2   4 

1821 

6    1   0 

1823 

4    336 

1825 

18    3   • 

1825 

17    2   I 

2    0   0 

1801 

25    0   • 

1825 

11    3   • 

13    0   0 

» 

4    •   • 

210    •    0 

Part  IL    South  of  the  40  FeeL 


Thomas  Warth 
John  Bays,  and  Jas. 

Fountain 
John  Read 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
Thomas  Bays 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
Edward  Hodson,  and 

John  Bays 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
Joseph  Bays 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
John  Cave 
William  Bassett 
Richard  Ruston 
Ditto,  Tax  released 
Potto     Brown,     and 

Mary  his  wife 
James     Smith,    and 

Sarah  his  wife 
Thomas  Wright 
Joseph  Wright 
Samuel  Wells 
William  Kendall,  Tax 

released 
Thomas  Lemon,  Tax 

released 
William  Lyon,    Tax 

released 
J(^n  Stocks,  Tax  re- 
leased 


1754      15    2   0 


1790 
1791 

1816 


1793 

1798 

1819 
1807 
1811 


7  2   0 

1  I  30 

7  0  10 

14  2  10 

9  030 


6 
6 

26 
6 

28 


1  0 
0  0 

2  0 
0  0 
0  0 

2    3  U 

2    2  0 

2    2  0 


1823       17    3    6 


1825 
1825 
1825 
1825 


June  Tax  1 

Noyembcr  1 


14  0   0 

6  1  17 

6  1  17 

7  026 

3  2    0 

3  0    0 

3  0    0 

3  0    • 

.200  •    0 


LOT    BOOK.— XSLS   OF   ELY, 
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LOT  VI.— No.  14. 
Curf  and  Gore,  in  Chatteris.    A. 
Next  towards  Ctiatteris. 

^.    R.P. 
George  Waddington, 

(cleric)  1828     200     0    0 

,.   d, 

June  Tax            14                200    0    0 
November  1     0  — 


LOT  VIL— No.  12. 
Cnrf  and  Gore,  in  Chatteris.     B. 
Next  Doddington. 
John  Sutton  1715        8    0    0 

Ednrard  Smith  1800       31     0     0 

JohiiMaAh  1807       11     0     0 

Edward  Huston  1822       14     0    0 

Fotto     Bi:o*^ii,     and 

Mary  hl»  wife  1823     104     0     0 

WlLltAm  Brooks  1827         4     0     0 

Georgia  WaddiDgtoEii 

(clerk)  1828       28     0     0 


June  Ttix 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


200    0     0 


LOT  II.— No.  10. 
Langwood  Fen,  in  Chatteris.    A. 

John  Fryer  1817    200     0    0 

Jane,  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Dunn  Gardner    1797     100    0    0 


June  Tax  1     4 

November  1     0 


300    0     0 


LOT  UL— No.  15. 

Langwood  Fen,  in  Chatteris.    B. 

Henry  Skeels  r827       25  0  0 

William  Warlh  17fi9       35  0  0 

DnnielllL'U  1826      40  0  0 

FrytT  Richftrdsoii  1789       50  0  0 

W^aiaro  Lvon  1799      75  0  0 

RolHirt  Boutield  1799      75  0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


3D0    0     0 


LOT  VIII.— No.  14. 

Langwood  Fen,  in  Chatteris.    C. 

Joseph  Sabcrton)  ^^^^    320     0     0 

Saberton  > 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1     0 


320     0    0 


LOT  IV.— No.   11. 

Wendy  Fen,  in  Chatteris. 

tlcorySkedi  1827     134     0     0 

Fr^cr  KicliftnltOD,  jun.  1820     100     0     0 
Jo'hnUmb  1793         7     2     0 

Thomas  Lamb  1793        8    2    0 

William  Mason ,  and 

Elisabeth  hia  wife      1824      50    0    0 


Jane  Tax  1    4 

Normber  1    0 


LOT  XVUI— No.  18. 


Roogb  Wcstmoor,  in  Chatteris.    A. 

ji,  Jt.  P. 

Thomas  Warth               1740  28  0  0 

JohnWarth                    1792  25  0  0 

Joseph  Brown                1765  100  0  0 

ThoQins  RicharJjon       1807  25  0  0 

Tlur<..  f'    '  if^   vr.jun.  1820  50  0  0 
John  Minet  Heoiiikcr, 
and    John    Chaf^'» 

(upon  trust)                1815  22  0  0 
William  Serjeant  Den- 
ny, and  William  At- 
terbury,  jun.   (upon 

trust)                           1823  50  0  0 

#.    d,  

June  Tax             14  300  0  0 

November           1     0  _— — 

LOT  XIX.— No.  11. 

Rough  Westmoor,  in  Chatteris,    next  to 
BeezUug's  Fen.     B. 

Joseph  Brown                 1760  40  0  0 

Edward  llctt                    1777  20  0  0 

'niomas  Itidmrdson       1602  24  0  0 

Tlio».  Richardsottjun.  1820  50  0  0 

Ana  Waddbgton            1820  85  0  0 

Edw^urd  Smith                 1794  34  0  0 

William  Chafy,  (D.D.)  1825  85  0  0 
John  Minet  Hcnniker, 
and     John     Chafy, 

(upon  trust)                1815  8  0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
I     0 


296    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No.  2. 
Mr.  Wendy's  Ground,  in  Chatteris. 
George  Thomson  234    0    0 


2    0 
1     6 


234    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 

LOT  v.— No.  8. 

Chatteris  Severals. 

William  Mason  1789        5    0    0 


5     0     0 


June  Tax  1     8 

November  1     3  - 

LOT  XII.— No.  7. 

Chatteris  Severals. 

Fart  I.    Block  Fen. 
Fryer  Richardson,  jun.  1820      44    S    0 
Joseph  Sjibcrtont  jg|g       ^4     3    0 

Sabwton  J 


June  Tax 
November 


1     8 
1     3 


89    2    0 


Part  11.  Town  Meadow,  and  other  Oroundi- 
Robert  Clarke  1825       15    3    3 

Richard  Rustoii  1825      11    2  23 


800    0    0        JuneTiZ  1    8 

Nofember  1    S 

Sc8 


27     I  28 


734 


Fait  UL    Fonnerly  Ylntne^  Md  olben. 

^.  A*  P. 

Vrmiam  MasoD  1789      80    0    7 

0.       rf.  ■ 

luneTax  18  20    0    7 

November  1    3  ■ 


APPBNMX. 

DODmorcm,  marcs,  *c 

LOT  I.— No.  15. 

BeesUug,  in  Doddingtoii. 


Fart  IV.    Formerly  Read's. 
WUKam  Ingle  1817        1 


3  32 


June  Tax 
Korember 


1     8 
1     3 


1    3  32 


Fart  V.    Formerly  Bruce  and  others. 

1817        B    0    8 
1789      10    2    2 


filliam  Ingle 
l¥iUU»  Mason 


Jane  Tax 
Norember 


I    8 
1    3 


18    2  10 


A.ILP. 

21  0  • 

12  0  0 

163  1  • 

3  2  • 

100  3  0 

10  0  • 

17  0  I 


1826       16    2  • 


344    t   • 


FktftVL    Formerly  Castle's. 
William  Ubxou  1789        9 


2  10 


JmelViz 
NoTCfliber 


9    2  10 


Part  VII.    Formerly  Dring's. 
Vnillam  Biason  1789       7 


10 


June  Tax 
November 


8 
3 


7    2  10 


FarlVIII.    Formerly  Rotter's. 
JohnWarth  1814        6    2    5 


Christopber  BiUopa  1787 
Isaac  Low  1791 

Thomfti  Ricfeardioa  1^7 
Joseph  Ricliard*oQ,joti.  1819 
Tbo3-  RictmrdHOD,  ]«&-  1820 
JobD  Mar^etts  18W 

John  Seart  1818 

Ruttcr   LewiQ*    and 
EUzabeth  Levin 

«.  d. 
Jnne  Tax  1  0 
November  0    9  

LOT  Vn.— No.  14. 

Horsemoor.  B.  200  acres.  Whereof  si- 
changed  82  acres,  for  82  acres  in  Bees- 
lings.  _ 

Fart  I.    BecriingFen. 
JohnWarth  1717        M    0   I 

Thomas  Richardson    1807        72    0   0 

JoneTa*  I    0  82    0   0 

November  0    9  -^_. 

Part  IL    Horsemoor. 
John  Morton  1827    118    •  0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


Part  IX.     Formerly  Camp's 
Thomas  Andrews  1821 


June  Tax 
November 


8 
3 


PartX.    TheMUe. 
Thomas  Smith  1798 


Jnne Tax 
November 


1    8 
1    3 


6 

2    5 

)'8. 
8 

3    0 

8 

3    0 

4 

0  16 

4 

0  16 

Vtxt  XI.    Formerly  Bate's  and  others. 

Thomas  Richardson       1807      20    0    0 
Christopher  BUlups        1818      16    0    4 


Jnne  Tax  1    8 

November  1    3 


36    »    4 


LOT  IV.— No.  3. 
Honey  Fen,  in  Chatteris. 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Donn  Gardner    1797      40 


0    0 


Jnne  Tax  I    8 

November  1    3 


40    0    0 


118    0   • 


Jnne  Tax  1    0  

November  0    9  

LOT  VI.— No.  16. 

BeezUngFen,  lying  next  Rough  Westmoor 
in  Chatteris,  exchanged. 
JohnFountwn  1666    200    0   0 


June  Tax 
November 


0 
9 


200    0    • 


LOT  VI.— No.  16. 
Dikeamoor,  next  West  Water.    D. 
Mary  Goodman  1770      72    0   • 

Nathaniel      Jarman 
Goodman  1817      84    0   0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


156    0   0 


LOT  XIX.— No.  12. 
Dikeamoor.    C. 
Thomas  Burgess  1815    200 


0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


200    0    0 


LOT  XVII.— No.  16. 

Dikeamoor    B. 

WUliamUogman  40    0   • 

Bowen  Thickens,  clerk  1819      60    0   • 

Edward  Loomcs  1802    100   0  0 


JnneTmr 


1    0 

0     f 


2Bf    t   0 


LOT  BOOK«— ItUfi   OF  BLT. 


»5 


LOT  VlI^No.  13. 
Dikeamoor.    A. 

ji*  R  P 

Edward  Loomes             1812      30  0    0 

William  Langman                      79  1  20 
William  Pallett,    and 

him,  bis  wife              1811       15  2  20 

Thomu  Gurford            1817      75  0    0 

#.  d. 

Jane  Tax            10               200  0    0 

November          0    tf  . 


LOT  I.— No.  17. 

Stouca  Fen,  and  Block  Fea  Common.    A. 
John  Minet  Lord  Hen- 
niker,     and     John 
Chaff  1827    500    0    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1     4 

1     0 


500    0    0 


LOT  n.— No.  12. 

fltonea  Fen,  and  Block  Fen  Common.  B. 

William  Lyon                1797    200    0  0 
Edward    Ilett,     and 

Daniel  lieu                l(i04    200    0  0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


400    0    0 


LOT  III.— No.  17. 

Stonea  and  Block  Fen  Common.    C. 

William  Bonfield  Wli    300  0  0 

William  Gonlding  1790      40  0  0 

Thomas  Cole  1818      54  0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1    0 


400    0    0 


LOT  Xn.— No.  15. 

Stonea  and  Block  Fen  Common.    D. 

Thomas  Cole  1827     144     1  19 

Thomas    Orton,    md* 

WillUm  Orton  1819    255    2  21 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


400    0    0 


LOT  XVIIL— No.  14. 
Horsemoor.   C. 

Susannah  Matthews       1813      51     15 
Thomas  Ewen  1803     14B    2  35 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


200    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  21. 

Horsemoor.  D. 

Thu  m  n  ^  M 1 1  f  1 1  r  W-. .  Ed- 
ward Matthews,  and 
Ann  the  Wife  of 
Jolm  Pope  1809    143    2    0 

MACthc^s      1813    143    2    0 


JooeTiz 


1    0 
0    9 


887    0    0 


LOTXVir— No.14. 

Wiehe  and  Stow  Fen,  in  Mareh. 

Thomas  Cole  1802      48  2  6 

Joshua  Brown  1802      25  0  0 

Thomas  Cockett  1817      20  2  0 
William    Hawyes 

Wray  1825      (N^  0  0 

Ann  Warth  1783      15  0  0 

Ambroee  Oronnd  1797      25  0  0 

t.  tL                    ■ 

JoneTax            0  8               200  0  0 

November          0  6  ■  ■    i 

LOT  XVI.— No.  13. 

Great  Binnimoor  and  Gray's  Fen  In  Dod- 
ington,  next  to  Gray's  Fen. 
Rulph  A?clijig  1801     191    0    0 

JohiiGnvy  1826     100    0     0 

Tliu  Trusiees  of  Wis- 
bech Chapel  of  Ease  1827        3    0    0 


JoneTax  0    8  294    0    0 

November  0    6  ■ 

LOT  XVIII.— No.  17. 

Great  Binnimoor  and  Gray's  F^  next  to- 
wards the  River  Nene. 


John  Johnson 
David  Cowherd 


1797  100  0  0 
1774  100  U  0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


200    0    0 


LOT  L— No.  16. 

Creek  Fen  in  Doddington,  A.  Next  towiris 
March. 

Nathan  Gray  1824    130    0    0 

William  Peckover  (np- 
on  trust)  1824      70    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1    0 

0    9 


200    0    0 


LOT  IL— No.  11. 

Creek  Fen,  in  Doddington.    B. 
Nathan  Gray  1824    100    0    0 

William  Peckover  (up- 
on tnut)  1824    100    0    0 

JuneTax  10  200    0    0 

November         0    9  - 

LOT  III.— No.  16. 

Whitemoor,  in  Doddington.  A.  Tbe  pnred 

of  300  acres  diked  ooL 

John  Ward  1789      50    0    • 

Nathaniel  Goodoian       1800    ISO    •    0 

Henry  Wade  1707    100    0    0 


JnaeTuc 
ffOTcnriier 


1    4 

1    0 


aot  0  0 
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LOT  IV.— No.  12. 


Whitcmoor,  in  Doddington.    B.     Next  to 
the  300  acres  diked  out. 

^.  R.  P. 
James  FonntaiD  1793 

George  Lamb  1801     142 

Nathaniel  Goodman       1809      33 
John  Lovel  1809 

Ann»  Wife  of  Joseph 

Watts  1821      55    2    0 

John    Meadows    and 

Susannah  his  Wife     1822 
Edmund  Barley  1826 

i,     d,  ■ 

June  Tax            14                400    0    0 
November  1     0  


40  2 
2 
0 

20    2 


38    3 
69     1 


LOT  XIL    No   14. 

West  Fen  and  West  Fen  Cloie.    D. 


James  Boyce  1753 

Thomasine  Henery         1824 
John  Woodward    and 

Joseph  Jackson  1825 

Elizabeth  Boyce  1801 


j§. 

101 
212 

107 
79 


ILf. 
2  11 
131 

0  • 
0   I 


LOT  v.— No.  17. 

Whitemoor.    C.    Next  nnto  Wisbech  Fen. 
Wisbech  and  March, 

l\impike  Trustees  5    0     0 

WilUamLinney  1790     115    0     0 

WiUiamWateon  1820     180    0    0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


1    8 
1     3 


300    0     0 


LOT  XI.—No.  16. 

The  Middle,  in  Doddington. 

Simon  Goodman  1824    200    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


0 
9 


500    0   • 


1824        8    2   1 


LOT  XIIL— No.  14. 

West  Fen  and  West  Fen  Close.    E. 
Nathan  Gray 
Mary    Waketia,     and 

John  Sesrle 
Mary    Wakelin,     and 

Nathau  Grsy 
Mary    WakeliQ, 


1805 
1824 


and 

\I^Ll1Iam  Ash  worth      1817 


225 
140 
126 


2   • 

0    • 
0   • 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


500    0   • 


LOT  XVII.— No.  16. 
D. 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1     0 


200    0     0 


LOT  XIV.— No.  13. 

Burronghmoor,  in  March. 
JohnKirkby  1809    500    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


500    0     0 


LOT  v.— No.  16. 

West  Fen,  and  West  Fen  Close.    A. 
James  Jones  1817    483    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0     9 


483    0     0 


LOT  VIII.     No.  15. 

West  Fen,  and  West  Fen  Close.  B. 

JohnKirkby                   1809  391  0  0 

Simon  Smith                   1767  27  0  0 

John  Smith                    1776  107  0  0 


Stonea  Fen  Several*. 
Thomas  Cole 
George  Fisher 
Thomas  Lewin 
Thomas  Bonfield 


1794      90 
181!)     103 


1804 
1824 


57    0    • 
50    0    • 


June  Tax  10  300    0    • 

November  0    9  » 

LOT  XIV.     No.  16. 

Stonea  Feu  Severals.    A. 
Thomas  Bonaeld  1824    300    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0     9 


300    0    0 


LOT  XV.— No.  18. 

Stonea  Fen  Severals.     B. 

WiUiam  Thorpe  1820     300    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


300    0    0 


LOT  X\a.    No.  14. 

Stonea  Fen  Severals.  C. 

JohnClipson  1771  225  0  0 

Abraham  Tagg  1820  140  0  0 

William  Thorpe  1820  60  0  0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


525    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No.  16. 
West  Fen  and  West  Fen  Close.    C. 
Hardy  Johnson  1785    500    0     0 


June  Tax 
KoTfimber 


I    0 
0    9 


500    •    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


425    0    0 


LOT  XrV.— No.  14. 

Dr.  Sam's  Horsemoor,  embanked. 
Thomas  Aveling  1817     118    1    0 

Henry  Skeelfl  1822     106    3    0 


Jane  Tax  1     0 

November  0    9 


225    0   0 


uyr  I.— No.  10. 

Great  Bradneymoor,    a  Several  of  Dod- 
dingtoD. 

y^.    R.P. 
Zacbariah  Graham         1826     162    2    0 

jr.    d. 

June  Tax             14                 162    2     0 
November  1     0  . 

LOT  XVII.-No.  20. 
White  Fen,  a  Several  of  Ben  wick. 
Joseph  ShcppersoD        1810     119     1     0 


LOT    BOOK.— IBLE   OF    ELY 
Part  II. 


June  Tax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


119     1     0 


LOT  XVIL— No.  21. 

Brown's  Fen,    by  Benwick,  a  Several  of 

Dr.  Sams. 

ITiomas  Burgess  1815      35    0  20 

John  Bates  1793       15    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


50    0  20 


LOT  XVIL— No.  18. 

Mr.  Peyton's  Severals,  by  Hob's  Dike,  in 

March. 

Part  I.    Norwood  Severals. 

William  Golden  1811     103    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


103    0     0 


Part  II.    Norwood  Severals. 
John  Household  1818      18    3    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


18    3    0 


Part  III.    Norwood  Severals. 
Thomas  J enkinson        1689      11     1  20 


June  Tax 
November 


11     1  20 


LOT  XVIL— No.  19. 
Peter  Williams'  adjoining  Severals. 
Part  1.    Near  Grandford. 
Robert  Bevill  1806       11 


0    0 


11     0    0 


June  Tax  1     4 

November  1     0                  —       ■  — 

Part  II.  Near  Grandford. 

Robert  BevUl  1806      23    2  10 


June  Tax  1     4 

November  1     0 


23    2  10 


LOT  I.— No,  20. 
Severals  of  Doddington,  &c.    A. 

Part  I.    Norwood  Severals* 
Robert  Wilson  1781        9    3  10 


Jane  Tax  1    4 

Notember  1    0 


9    3  10 
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Near  Plantwater. 

jf.  JR.  P. 

Joseph  Jackson  1821       15    0    0 

s.  d. 

June  Tax  14  15    0    0 

November  1     0  _. 

Part  III.   Near  Plantwater,  part  of  22  acres. 
Edward  Bigland  1748        7    2  30 


June  Tax 
November 


7    2  30 


LOT  II.— No.  14. 
Several!  of  Doddington.    B. 

Part  I.    Creek,  part  of  49a.  Ir.  ^p. 
William  Peckover    (upon 
trust)  1824      16     1    5 


June  Tax  1     4 

November  1     0 

Part  II.    Near  the  Chun. 
Robert  Hutchinson  Lewin  20 


16     1    5 


0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


20    0    • 


Part  III.     Norwood  Closes. 
Charles  White  1793        1     1  28 

Thomas  Golden  1811        1     3  20 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


3    1    8 


Part  IV.    Partof42«.,  near  Plantwater. 
Joseph  Jackson  1821      27    3  34 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


87    3  34 


LOT  IV.— No.  18. 
Severals  of  Doddington.    C. 

Part  I.    Mum  ford  Lands. 
Susannah  Goodman       1809        4    0  35 


June  Tax            14                   4 
November          10                  -.^ 

0  35 

Part  II.    Mumford  Lands* 

William  Elwes               1761        3 

3    5 

June  Tax            14                   3 
November           1     0                   ••i* 

3    5 

Part  III.    Mamford  Lands. 

Simon  Goodman            1818        2 

1  13 

Jane  Tax            14                   3 
November           1     0                  — — 

1  13 

Part  IV.    At  the  Chain. 
Thomas  Richardson  & 
John  DoDcaster         1823        5    0  30 


JaneT^ 
Nomnbcr 


1    4 
1    0 


5    0  to 


728 


Fsn  V.  Near  IHantwmter ;  part  of  42  acres. 

ji.    R.P 
Joseph  Jaduon  1821       U    2    6 

«.    d. 
June  Tax  1    4 

November  1    0 

Part  VI.    Whiteuoor. 
John  Abbott  1758 


At^PBNDtX. 

PartlV. 


June  Tax  1 

November  ] 

Part  VII. 
Edward  Adams 


4 
0 

Death  Fen. 
1766 


June  Tax  1    4 

NoTember  I     0 

Part  VIII.    Sumps. 
David  Cowherd  1779 


June  Tax 
November 


14 

2    6 

3 

0  20 

3 

0  20 

2 

1     6 

2 

1     6 

6 

3  15 

6 

3  15 

LOT  VUL— No.  19. 

Severab  of  Doddington,  &c.  D. 
Part  I.    Redlaods. 
Cornelius  Corthome      1783       4    1  10 


Jane  Tax 
November 

Part  11. 

1    4                    4 

1      A 

1 

10 

Near  Peas  Hill. 

Robert  Barlow 

1792        2 

3 

8 

JvneTax 

November 

Part  HI. 

1    4                   2 
1    n 

3 

8 

The  Otter  Holt's. 

Nathan  Gray 

1824      35 

2 

0 

June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


35     2    0 


LOT  X.— No.  29. 
Severals  of  Doddington,  &c.    E. 

Part  I.    Reed  Fcd»  part  of  30  acres. 
Sosanna  Jackson,  and 
Elizabeth  Jackson      1795      26    3  24 


June  Tax 
November 


26    3  24 


Part  n.     Near  Tilney  Hem ;  part  of 

10a.  3r.  0/y. 
Thomas  Richardson       1794        3    3  33 


Jane  Tax 
November 

Part  in. 
RftbertBe^ 

Jane  Tax 
NoTODber 


14                  3    3  33 
1    0 

Near  Granford. 

1806       8    3  10 


WraggaFca; 


I    4 

1    0 


0    3  10 


John  Ward 

Jone  Tax 
November 

Part  V, 

John  Ward 

June  Tax 
November 

LOT  Xni.— ^No.  19. 
SevenJaafDoddington,  &c    F. 
PartL    Near Plaotwater;  part  of  2S 


Thomas  Swaaa 


1696 


JoneTiuc  1     4 

November         1     0 
Part  H.    Near  Tykiey  Hem ;  part  of 

lOo.  3r.  Op. 
Thomas  Richardson      1794         6    3  7 


6    3   7 


June  Tax  \    4 

November  1    0  -._ 

Part  III.   Near  Great  Ccosi* 

Nathan  Gray  1&24       SSI 

Jane  Tax  14  ft   2  0 

November  1    0  ■ 

LOT  XVL— No.  16. 

Severals  (Of  Doddington.    G. 

Part  I.    Near  Flood's  Ferry. 
William  Blench  1800        4    1 38 

June  Tax  14  4    3  39 

November  1     0  - 

Part  11.    Near  Beexllngs. 
Mary  Goodman  1770        4    3  11 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


4    3  11 


Part  HI.    New  Beowlck  Mflv. 
Isaac  Ibheison  18120        10  1 

June  Tax  14  10   1 

Nove«iber  1    0  . 

PartlV.  NearBenwic^ 
William  Qaince  1736        1    0  » 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1    0 


1  on 


LOT  XVIII— No.  20. 
Severals  of  Doddington.   H. 

Parti.    ReedFen;  fMtof  3«acras. 
Susanna  Jacfcaosy  uid 
faiaabethJaioMon      17^       t  %\i 

^QOeTax  1     4  )    •  16 

ttovember         1    41  ,  .^jh 


LOT  BOOK. — I8LS   OF  BLY« 


739 


Part  II.    Creek;  pari  of  49«.  Ir.  bp, 

A.  R.  P. 

Darid  Cowherd,  John 

Corthome,  Winiam 

Corthorne,     Robert 

Hutchinson    Le^vin, 

Witliam    Matthews, 

T^lliam  Elwes,  and 

WiUhim  Ratcliffe       1781      33    0    0 

•.   d. 

Jane  Tax  1    4 

NoTembcr  1    0 

Part  III.    Granford. 
Nathaniel  Goodman       1809 

Jane  T^  1    4 

November  1    0 

Part  IV.  Bagdole  in  Benwick 

John  Bates  1793 

Jane  Ta«  1    4 

November  1    0 

Party.    NearManea. 
Robert  Whiting  1802 


Number  20. 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1     0 

WHITIXESEY. 


33 

0     0 

1 

0    0 

1 

tck. 
2 

0  0 
3  34 

2 
25 

3  34 
0    0 

25 

0     0 

Part  of  the  King's  12,000  Acres. 
South  Pinglc. 

A.    R.P. 
The  Honourable  Selena 
Childers,    and  John 
Walbanke  ChUders     1827      59    0    0 

,.    d. 

June  Tax  11  59    0    0 

November  0     9J  — •i— 

Number  21. 
Part  of  the  King's  12,000  Acres. 
The  Middle,  &c 
The  Honou ruble  Scleaa 
Childers,   and  John 
Walbanke  CUlden    1837    734    0    0 


Number  23, 
FlttrlOf  the  King's  13,000  Aerca. 

GlftASmoor,  by  iJie  Steads. 
Mm  German  1807     108     0     0 

William  Rif^hnrdson       1809      93    3  31 
Ditt/J^  Thjc  releii30d 
to  Uifiisdf  5    0     0 

.  Joseph  Jone^  1816     147     0    0 

Abrnliani  Suffurth  1818     231     0     0 

Samuel  Stiff u Till,  Pyoll 
SUffurth,  and  WiU 
Dam  SUilTurtU  1818      13    0    0 

Rebecca  Mailman  1824      48     I     9 


Jnnh  Tax 
Norember 


646    0    0 


1     1 

)    9J 

Number  19. 
nn  or  the  Ring's  12,000  Acres. 
Fleg  Fen. 
l>noz  LIghtfbot  1687     100    0    0 

IVUliam  Searle  1774      87    2    7 

Wimam  Booth  1787    224    0    0 

Thomas  Jobnsoii,  Hen- 
ry   Hapei,    Daniel 
Groond,  John  Ru-^sel 
and  UlLlmni  Ground  1816         7     3  12 
Henry  Httyncs  1817     101     3  35 

milllam  DiiTk*  Ground  1812    363    2  13 
Kenry  FreemAtj  1825       15    0  13 

The  Hononrabk  SdcnA 
CbUders*  and  John 
Walbanks  ChUders    1827    749    0    0 
John  Walbuke  Ghil- 

tei  1827    429    0    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1     1 

0     9i 

Number  22. 


734    0    0 


Part  of  the  King's  12,000  Acres. 
Eastrea  Common. 
The  Honourable  Selena^ 
Childers,  and  John 
Walbanke  ChUders    1827    933 


0    0 


Jnne  Tax 
Norember 


1     1 
0    9i 

Number  26. 


933    0    0 


Part  of  the  King's  12,000  Acres. 
Pan  of  ^Vl9bcch  Common,  lying  betwoea 

Moreton'ft  Leam  aad  BeyOrs  LMfli* 
Thi?  Honourable  Selena 

ChiJflen,  and   John 

Walbafike  CbJIdcrs     1827     177    1     1 
Williiim  Clark  1804    328    1  13 

George  Bradley  1815      85    3  27 


June  Tax 
November 


1     1 
0    9} 


491    3    0 


JumThi 

Movmbcf 


1    I 

0    9i 


2078    0    0 


LOT  XII.— No.  IS. 
Elm  Common  and  Scfvrals. 
JohnEdes  1808    150    0    0 

Ann  Gibbons  1819      38    3    0 

WiUiamSymons  1S22      61    2    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1    4 
1    0 


350    0    0 


LOT  II.— No.  8. 
Ladus  Fen,  next  unto  Creek.    A. 
Henry  James  Nichols    1802    lift    0    0 

115    0    0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1    0 


LOT  UI.— No.  !•• 
Ladus  Fen.    B. 
to  Thonsat  Peyton       1739    115    0    0 


JomTuc 
Kovonber 

3d 


1    4 
1    0 


115    0    0 
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LOT  VI. -No.  12. 

LftdusFen.-  C. 

ji.   R.P. 
1796     115    0    0 


William  Bacon 

June  Tax 
Noramber 


1    4 
1   e 


115    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No.  13. 
LadoB  Fen.    D. 
William  Waudby  1826    115    0    0 


Jnne  Tax 
NoTember 


1     4 

1     0 


115    •    0 


LOT  XII.— No.  II. 
LadnB  Fen.    E. 
Thomas  Uster  Wiles    1815    115    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
Norember 


1    4 
1    0 


115    0    0 


LOT  XVIL— No.  10. 
Ladns  Fen.    F. 
Thomas  Jenklnson         1693    105    0    0 


JoneTsz 
Norember 


1    4 
1    0 


105    0    0 


UPWELL,  OUTWELL,  AND  WELNEY. 

LOT  III.— No.  18. 
Eanaimoory  &c.    A. 

Part  I.    East  of  the  16  Feet. 
Jo^Tomlinsoa  1754      37    0    0 

Hugh  Wool  1803      91    0    0 

James  Sannden,  and 

Rebecca  his  wife        1805      50    0    0 
Robert  Woodward         1808      50    0    0 
Richard  Orton,    and 
Thomas  Orton^  (up- 
on trust)  1824    118    0    0 


June  Tax 
NoTember 


I    0 
0    9 


346    0    0 


Part  II.    We8tofthel6Fee(. 
James  Saunders,  and 

Rebecca  his  wife        1805      25    0    0 
RklphAreliDg  1811     108    0    0 

Robert  Woodward         1808      21    0    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1    0 
0    9 


154    0    0 


LOT  VI.— No.  17. 
Eaunmoor,  &c.    B. 
James  Saunders  1800        2    0     1 

Thomas  Orton  1803    250    0    0 

Trustees  of  Wisbech 
Chapel  of  Ease  1827    247    3  39 


June  Tax 
Noremher 


1    0 
0    9 


500    0    0 


LOT  nr.— No.  18. 
Eannmoor,  Well,  Hngle,    tad  fmmtfi 
Fea.    C 

Richard  Orton  1804    469   1  I 

Thomas  Ortoa  1804      78   3  4 

s.    d. 

JuneTax            10  548   t  0 

Norember          0    9  _..«.. 

LOT  VIL— No.   16. 
Eaudmoor,  dee.    D. 
Morieyfitisrt  1824    500   4  • 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1     0 
0    9 


500   0  • 


LOT  XL— No.  1. 

Neatmoor,  in  Upfrell.    A. 
George  L.  Jenyns, 
(clerk)  178S    250   0  • 


JuneTax 
November 


1     8 
1    3 


250    0  • 


LOT  Xm.— No.  1. 
Neatmoor,  in  Upwell.    B. 
Geoige    L.   Jenyns^ 

(clerk)  1783    125   0  • 

Sarah  Grimmer  1821      65   4  • 

John  Wing  1819      60   4  I 


JuneTax 
November 


1    4 

1  a 


250   •  • 


LOT  XVm.— No,  1. 
Neatmoor.     C 

WUliam  Thompson  1814  20  0  • 

William  Elmer  1809  36  0  9 

Adam  Chapman  1809  16  0  0 

Benjamin  Vipan  1811  40  0  • 

John  Wing  1819  138  •  I 

JuneTax  14  250   0  • 

November  1    0  __ 

LOT  XV.— No.  15. 

Sherens  in  Well*  next  the  Town  of  UpicL 
WiUiani  Hopkin  1787     100    0  • 

JuneTax  14  100   4  • 

November  1    0  — ^^— 

LOT  XVIL— No.  12. 

She  vena,  next  toward  Welney. 
John  Hopkin  1822    100    0  I 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1    0 


100    0  • 


LOT  I.— No.  21. 

Hale  Fen  Common,    and   Sedge   Fea,  s 
Several  by  Welney»  next  to  WeUsy.  A. 

Part.L    Oatof  the  Wash. 
William Beetoa  1809    100- •  • 


June  Tax 
November 


0    8 
0    6 


m  a  0 


Part  II. 

Hugh  Jackson 

June  Tax 
Norembcr 


LOT   BOOK 
In  the  Wash. 

1811 


ji,    R,P. 
100    0    0 


100    0     0 


LOT  VI.— No.  18. 

Hale  Fen  Common,  and   Sedge   Fen,  by 
Welney.    1&, 

Parti.    Out  of  the  Wash. 
William  Beeton  1809    100    0    0 


Jnne  Tax  0    8  100    0    0 

NoTember  0    6  —  ■— 

Part  II.    In  the  Wash. 
Hugh  Jackson  1811     100 


0    0 


JoDe  Tax 
November 


100    0    0 


LOT  VIL— No.  16. 

Hale  Fen  Common,  and  Sedge  Fen,  by 
Weloey,  next  unto  the  remaining  part  of 
Sedge  Fen. 

Part  I.    Out  of  the  Wash. 
William  Beeton  1809      95    0    0 


Jnne  Tax            0    8                 95    0    0 
November  0    6  — 

Part  II.    In  the  Wash. 
JohnHlbbert  1815     100    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


100    0  -0 


LOT  IX.— No.  21. 

Loveoaks,  a  Several  adjoining  to  Common 
Piece. 
Thomas  Archer  1820      21    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


21     0    0 


Cos 


LOT  IX.— No.  20 
piece  in  Welney. 


Wiliam  Beeton 
John  Hibbert 
Benjamin  Bird 


1809      53 

1809  17 

1810  64 


June  Tax 
November 


134    0    0 


LOT  IX.— No.  19. 

Knobbals,  in  Welney,  South  of  Bedford 
River. 
John  Goldsmith  1814      12    0    0 

William  Beeton  1809        7    0    0 


Jm»eTaz 
NoTtQber 


19    0    0 


I8IJ£  OP  ELY.  73  L 

LOT  X.— No.  27. 

Part  of  Knobbals,  in  Welney,  North  of  Bed- 
ford  River,  exchanged  to  South  of  Bed- 
ford River. 

A*  it*  P* 
WUliam  Beeton  1809        9*  0    0* 

i,    d,  ■ 

June  Tax  10  9    0    0 

November  0    9  .     ■ 

LOT  X,— No.  24. 

Mr.  F!ncham*s  Grounds,  in  LondoMf't 
Fen. 


Part  I.    In  the  Wash. 
William  Beeton  1809 


3    3    0 
3    3    0 


June  Tax  I     4 

November  1    0 

Part  II.    Out  of  the  Wash* 

Richard  Greares  Town- 
ley  1823        8    0    0 


Jnne  Tax            1    4 
November           1    0 

LOT  X.— No  22. 

8 

0 

0 

Sir  Robert  BeU's 

Grounds,  in  Londoner's 
Fen. 

Parti. 
William  Beeton 

In  the  Wash. 
1             1809 

1    4 
1    0 

5 

0 

0 

June  Tax 
November 

ft 

0 

0 

Part  II.    North  of  the  Old  Bedfpid* 
Richard  Greaves  Town- 
ley  1823      88    3 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 

1    0 


3    0 


Part  III.   Next  London  Lode. 
Sarah  Grimmer  1821      42    3    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
I     0 


42    3    0 


LOT  XV.— No.  21. 

A  Several  of  Mr.  Strange's,  in  Londoner't 
Fen. 
Thomaa  Skeels  1690      13    0    0 


Jnne  Tax 
November 


12    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  2«. 

Part  of  Sedge  Fen»  in  Welney,  North  of 
Bedford  River. 
WiinunLee  1808        1    0    0 


Jane  Tuc 
November 

3d  2 


0    B 
0    6 


10    0 
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LOT  XI,— No,  m. 
Wan  of  B«dgo  Fell,  in  Wflnflf^  Norl^  of 

WUIkm  Lcc  180S      1^    0    0 

#*  A  ^^ 

ittD«  T«x            0  i  to    0    0 

fTofember           0  G  -  - 

LOT  VIII  —No,  20. 

Hen  Mtililk»  ia  I^mitloQer's  Fen,  wLtl«d 
ftlsa,  HlU'ii  itt  Acres, 


LOT  VIIL— No. 


to    •    0 


la. 


Str  Jobn  \Vatt*ft  Gfoutidij  m  Lotidoiier^t 
Fen* 

ThomM^Tiite  1824     160    0    0 

UufllWool  SS18     193    1     0 


June  Tttx 
Kovumbcr 


3&2    i     0 


LOT  XL— No,  l&. 

doatti^f  Fen. 
\ri]UmmLce  IBOg     171     0     0 


Juno  Tn            1 
Korvmber           I 

4 

0 

LOT  X,- 

-No 

171     0     0 


125. 

Tbe  Gratind  m  Lnndoticr*^  Fen,  formerly 
Mr.  Fiacbam'ii 
Ric  h  Ard  Grea  res  To  irn- 

Uy  1823       13     t     D 


June  Tft3c 
Norember 


la     1    0 


LOT  X.— No.  23. 
Sk  I«id«  Treibam's  Gr«)uiidai  la  Ltm* 

Rlcbird  G  re  RTCa  Town- 
ley  1823       £»3     1     0 


lane  Tiix 
Norember 


93     1     D 


LOT  X.^No,  28. 

Tbroe  ScTcr^iof  Welt,  b^Hveen  PoplmrQ^t 

Eftu  and  New  Dik«. 

Pftrt  1,     Ljrnn  Meadav* 

JobnWiog  1819      S,*)     0    0 


.Tune  Tai 
Noremboi- 


3S     0    0 


P«ft  II.    F^mnertf  DlRLmond*!. 
Jod  Tomlinaon  17&(t       25 


0    0 


June  Tax 
Norvmbei 


1    e 

1     3 


25     0     0 


Part  lit 
Joel  Tomlinfon 

A, 

ium  Tax 
NoTembef 

1   a 
1    s 

T 

1 

LOT  Xn.— No.  17- 

Lang^arh  Scti'tiJ  in  UpwetL 
Edward  Sduth well  1706         i 

miliam  Le«  IS25         1 


Jbqc  T« 
Nofcmber 


LOT  XVIIL— No.  18. 

Mirmonndi  a  Sereral  in  UpweU* 


W'UIioiti  Bacon 


1801 


27 


JuncTtx  a    0 

Kofember  1     6  

LOT  XVIII.— No.  19. 

Tbe  S«teraJ  Gnninda,  In   Well,  ^f 


Gnninda,  In 
Cote* 
Thoeaaa  Lister  WUci      1B15 


17 
17 


Jnqe  Tax  1     B 

NoYcrabcr  13  — 

LOT  \1.— No.    19. 

Scrctils  of  Well  and  Welney,     D, 
Fart  I.     Formerly  Mdjie*B. 
Morley  Hearl  liOS     105 


June  Tax            1     6                 105 
No  f  ember  I     3  

Part  Ih  Formerly  Taylor's. 
MorleyBeart  180d       40 

JtmoTax  18  4i 

November  \    3  — * 

Part  IIL    Foraaeriy  0cUsmy*s. 
Iliomas  Sneatb  1766        4 


June  Tax  I     8  4 

November  13  »— 

Part  IV,    Called  Hoirmghatn. 
WilUam  Sergeatit  1740       15 


1 


15 


June  Tax 

November  13  ^ 

Part  V.    Formerly  Calirerly**. 
Morley  Beart  1788         8 


June  Tax  18  8 

Norembifr  1     3  -^ 

Fart  VL    Next  tbe  GrDnnd  calkd  ibc 


SuMnma  Jatkiou,  and 
El  ixabetli  J  Ack«Qii      1 795 


June  Tax 

Narember 


1    8 
1    3 


i 


LOT   BOOK. — ISLE   OF  BLY. 


733 


PMtVII. 

Hagh  Wool 
JODO  Tkx 

Norember 

Pmrt  VIIL 
WillUmLee 

June  Tax 
November 


Next  Mng^  Luke. 

^,    R,P 
1780        7    3  16 

#.     d.  

18                   7    3  16 
1    3 


Neir  Magr'B  Uke. 

1808        5    3  36 


5    3  36 


Part  IX.    Next  Friday  Lake. 
The  Trustees  of  Wis- 
bech Chapel  of  Ease  1827        4 


2    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 

PartX. 

William  Orton 


1    8 
1    3 

Brimstone  Hill. 
1821        7 


4    2    0 


0  10 


7    0  10 


Jone  Tax  1    8 

Norember  1     3 

Part  X(.    Near  Brimstone  Hill. 
The  Trustees  of  Wis- 
bech Chapel  of  Ease  1827        9     1 


Jane  Tax 
Norember 


9    1  22 


Part  XII.   Formeriy  Fincham's* 
William  Lee  1801         13    2 


Jane  Tax 
Norember 

Part  XIII. 

Robert  Hills 

June  Tax 
Norember 


13    2    0 


Formerly  Roger  Pratt's. 
1786        7    3 


7    2    0 


Part  XIV.    Formerly  Gray's. 


Robert  Hills 

Jpne  Tbx 
Norember 

Part  XV. 
Robert  Hills 

June  Tax 
Norember 


I78S 


Near  Darcy  Lode. 
1786       0 


3  12 


0    3  12 


Fart  XVI.    On  the  North  side  of  Darcy 
Lode. 
Robert  Beart  1802        8    3  30 


June  Tax 
Norember 


8    3  30 


PtoC  X VU.    On  the  South  side  of  Daicy 
Lode. 
RobertBeart  1802      11    3  10 


JwMTaz 
MoTwiber 


11    S  10 


Part  XVIII.    Formeriy  Webster's. 

Henry Jolin  1810        2    I  28 

9,   d.  ■    ■ 

Jane  Tax            18  2     1  28 

Noreniber  1     3  

Part  XrX.    Lewis  Meadow. 
WiUiam  Beart  1824      . 7    0  12 


June  Tax  18  7    0  12 

Norember  1    3  ■   "" 

Part  XX.    Formerly  Hudson's. 

William  Denston  1815        8    3  38 


June  Tax 
Norember 


8    3  38 


Part  XXL    Formerly  Stanbri4ge'a. 
Joseph  Gorden  1822        5     1  30 


June  Tax 
Norember 


5    i  30 


LOT  L—No.  22. 
SereralsofWellandWelney.    A« 

Part  L     Formerly  Golden  and  Book- 
worth's. 
WiUiam  Beart  1824        11     1  18 


June  Tax  18  II     1  18 

Norember  1     3  ■ 

Part  II.    Formerly  Birt  and  Bond's* 
Mary  Scott  1785        6    1  16 

June  Tax  18  6    1  16 

Norember  1    3  «— 

Part  III.    Formerly  Bond's. 
Mary  Scott  1785        I    2  10 

June  Tax  18  1    2  10 

Norember  1    3  .^...i..... 

Part  IV.    Formerly  Waters  and  James's. 
James  Scott  1785        8    1  10 


JnneT^ 
Norember 


1     8 
1    3 


8     1  10 


PartV.    In  the  Wash. 

John  Doughty  1674 

Land  not  aseertalaad 


June  Tax 

Norember 


8    S    8 

1     2    0 

10    0    8 


Pftrt  VI.    Part  of  lOe.  Ir.  26p..  near  Pop- 


Abnliaiii  Otrdner 


1715       9    1  18 


Nowfliber 


1    8 
1    3 


8    1  18 
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LOT  III.— No.  20. 

Sererals  of  Well  and  Welney.    B. 

ji»   R,  P 
Parti.    Fart  of  lOo.  Ir.  2^p,    Near  Pop-' 
barn's  Eau. 
Abraham  Gardner         1715 

9.      d. 

Jane  Tax  1     8 

Norember  1    3 

Part  II.    Formerly  Goldswell's. 
Abraham  Gardner         1656        1    0  12 


APPBNDIX* 


8    0    8 


6    0    8 


June  Tax 
NoTember 


1    8 
1    3 


1     0  12 


Part  III.    Formerly  Sir  Robert  Bell's. 
Abraham  Gardner  1656        8    1  30 


8     1  30 


Jane  Tax  1    8 

Norembor  1    3  

Part  IV.    Formerly  Drue's. 
Hiomas  Wright  1800'    14    120 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1    8 
1    3 


14    1  20 


Part  V.    Called  Great  Greens. 
Thomas  Wright  1800      26    3  10 


Jane  Tax 
Norember 


1    8 
1    3 


P^  VI.    Formeriy  Bellamy's. 
Abraham  Gardner      1656 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1    8 
1    3 


Part  VII.    Formerly  Goddart's. 
Susanna  Jackson,  and 
Elizabeth  Jackson     1795 


June  Tax 
November 


1     8 
1    3 


26 

3  10 

y's. 

4 

3  38 

4 

3  3a 

1 

2    0 

1 

2    0 

PattVIlI.    Called  Green's  End. 
WUliamOrton  1825        3    3  10 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1    8 
1    3 


3    3  10 


Part  IX.    Formerly  Diamond's. 
Morley  Heart  1808       3    1  30 


June  Tax 
November 


1    8 
1    3 


3    1  30 


Part  X.    Formerly  Man's. 
Abraham  Gardner  1656        2    2  28 


June  Tax 
November 


1     8 
1    3 


2    2  28 


Part  XI.   Formerly  Parlett'8. 
Robert  HUls   ,  1786       4    2  10 


June  Tax  1    8 

Norember         1    S 


4    2  10 


LOT  v.— No.  «1. 
Seterals  of  Well  and  Welnejr.    C. 
Part  I.    Formerly  Man's. 


HcghWool 


d. 
8 


1780        8 


%   • 


Jane  Tax 

November 
Part  II. 

William  Lee»  WUlUa 
Dow,  and  William 
Smart  1817 


8    3   • 


Formerly  Dixon's. 


Jane  Tax 
November 


8 
3 


7    S  • 

7    2   1 


LOT  Xm.— No.  18. 

Severals  of  Well  and  Welncy.    E. 
Parti.    Formerly  belonging  to  the  Deta 
and  Cbapter  of  Norwich. 
Frances  Martboll  and 
Joba  Marshall  1674      13    0  31 


Jane  Tax  1     8 

November  1     3 

Part  II.    Formeriy  Bloome's. 
JohnHopkin  1812        2 

June  Tax  1     8 

November  1    3 

Part  lU.    Part  of  lOn.  3r. 
MarahaU'a 
John  Hopkin  1812 


13    0» 


lOp. 


June  Tax 
November 


1     8 
1     3 


LOTXVU.— No.22. 
SereralsofWelland  Wclney.    F. 
Part  I.    Part  of  lOa.  3r.   10;i.     ForoeriT 
MarshaU's. 
John  Hopkin  1812        6    1  23 


June  Tax  18  6    1  23 

November  I    3  ■■■ 

Part  II.    Near  Causeway  Dike. 
John  Hopkin  1812        4 


2  10 


4    S  1§ 


June  Tax  1    8 

November  1    3 

Part  III.    Adjoining  Causeway  Dike. 
Joseph  Clemenson         1810        0    3 1§ 


0    3  10 


June  Tax  I     8 

November  1     3 

Partly.    Adjoining  Maid  Lode. 
Joseph  Gemenson         1810        3    0 


June  Tax  18  3    0    0 

November  1    3  _ 

Party.    Formerly Staabridbe's. 
JohnSymottdt  1700        1    f   0 


Jane  Tax 
KoTember 


i    8 
1    3 


1    f   0 


Part  VI..  Fbrmerly  Rarens. 

^.  R.  P 

Land  not  ascertained  1     0    0 

#.    A  

June  Tax  18  10    0 

NoFember  1    3  — 

Part  VII.     In  the  Wash. 
Robert  Rayner  1816      11 


LOT  BOOK.— ISLE  OP   BLT.  73& 

Part  VIII.     In  the  Littlcporl  IXntrict. 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1    8 
1    3 


2    0 
II    2    0 


Isaac  Cox 


1818 


«.    4. 

June  Tax 

1    8 

Norember 

I    3 

A.  R.P^ 
3    0  30 

3    0  20 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


LOT  XVII.— No. 

5. 

By  EaritU  Slukt, 

Willinm    Drarj\  Gar- 
Und  Drury»  lliomu 
Ske«la,WUlUiji  Scc- 
h',    Jahn  Cranircli, 
Xtkom»»  Soper^  Jan. 
Thomas   Isaac,  and 
John  Brown,  Jan.      1688 

A.  R.  P. 

2    0    0 

June  Tax            3    8 
NoTember          2    9 

2    0    0 

LOT  XIV.— No.  7. 

CroUode,  in  Somersham. 
Thomas  Longland  1787      50    2  16 

William  Ilett  1821        4 


Jonathan  Ilett 

June  Tax  1     B 

November  1    3 


2    0 
1812      14    3  24 


70    0    0 


LOT  I.— No.  18. 

Somersham  Common.    A. 
Thomas  Longland  1787    2&0    0    0 

John  Minet  HennilLer, 

and     John    Cbafy, 

(upon. trust)  1815      50    0    0 


JuneTkx 
NoTember 


1    8 
1    3 


300    0    0 


LOT  IL— No.  13. 

Somersham  Commoa.    B. 


Jonathan  Iktt 
WiUiam.Dett 

June  Tax 
Jiofunber 


1805    150    0    0 
1821    150    0    0 


1    4 
1    0 


300    0    0 


LOT  IV.— No.  14. 

Somersham  Commoa.    C. 

jf  J?,  p 

William  Margetts  1803    261  3    b 

John  Ilett  1821      38  0  35 


June  Tax  1     4 

November  1    0 


300    0    0 


LOT  v.— No.  la, 

Somersham  Common.    D. 
Charles  Leeds  1805    300    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 
1    0 


300    0    0 


LOT  Xn.— No.  16. 
Somersham  ComoMn.    £• 
Edith  Watson  1820    185    0    0 

EvanEdwarda  1824    148    0    0 


Jane  Tax 
NoTcmber 


1    4 
1    0 


33t    0    0 


LOT  X.— No.  10. 
Rowey,  in  Somendiam. 


JoMphVipta 

Joattkz 
Nofwnbof 


1818      11    0    0 


S    0 
1    6 


11    0    0 


AFFB9r0rac« 


LOT  IX.— No,  17. 

WArboyi  F^a^  Wrtnw  ftti^  Enjilinonr  la 
E<uni«f  I  PolTer  aod  Turf  F^n,  in  Dod- 

dlagtoci'    A. 
Jobn  Skfelii 

Jobn  BrougUioQ 
Joba  ilnifpf 


P,09 
lg03 
1809 

laio 

1810 

1812 
lo  bn  Aod  J  Ain^  Pope    1813 


John  Brdfunl  1812 

Jolm  HftMuck  \%U 

Jobn  Rpitiiwjftrtn  Igl? 

JoiiiiSkrdft,juii.  X%\^ 

Cbarle^riaeti  IB^ 

Jobn  MailsreUa  181 B 

I  Hicki  (ekrli)  1821 

TUamw  fca<?olmc  FiBhur  1824 


Williiim  Gkord 


i»2S 


5 
63 

26 
19 

S 
B 

10 
3 
6 

25 

3 
21 

2a 

20 

5 

32 

87 
23 


1  28 

s  0 

3  12 
I  20 


1  30 
0     0 


June  Ta£ 
NoTensbef 


6 


500     0     0 


LOT  X^No.  20. 


WiiTlK»yi>  Ac.     B* 

ErAcl  F^fttrtfk 
Bcnjiti&lii  Hcrvpjp 
MnHbft  How 
WUlUtn  ilcr?ey 

lo  Fryf^r  Ricb^jOD 
Thomas  Hf^rvey 
Jalm  Lociglimd 

June  Tax  1     0 

NoTfmber  0    9 


Uhn 

^50 

0    0 

1793 

2« 

0  ]g 

\7n 

25 

0    0 

i;97 

il 

0     0 

D 

3 

0     0 

1795 

12 

0     0 

1320 

153 

3  21 

500 

0     0 

LOT  XI.— No,  17. 


Warb<jyS|  &c*    C 
Re  Ad  Pe^n^ock 
John  Beard 
Job  El  BIcMoe 
Jtibij  RoireU 
WiUinm  Ilsrrey 
lames  JoQCi 

June  Tan 
November 


1755  212 

1747  fc2 

18U  100 

1820  58 

1SL9  35 

1B15  43 


1     0 

0    0 


500     0    0 


LOT  XIIL— Na.  15, 

Waflioyi,  Ac    D, 
WtlHAin    Henry    Fel- 

lowet  1604    500 


0    0 


Jtm^'nix 
flovember ' 


1    0 
0    9 


500    0     0 


LOT  xrv.- 

-No. 

Warbovs  &e.     E. 

I>*i)iVl  FryCT  aiid  Tbomaf 

Fryer 

isii 

lanac  IbberaoQ 

tan 

HeDiT  Ibbersoa 

1820 

Jobo  Ibbpnofl 

1820 

Fn$i>ds  Ibbrrvoa 

1830 

*.  i. 

JuneTia            1    4 

Kovembcr           I     0 

10 


LOT  XV.^Ko.  1&, 
Warboyi,  4  c.     F, 
John  Fryer  and  Saimh  bb 

wife  1814     4> 

ThomM  Bcboo  1814 

HcDfy  Nlf^blliigale         1618 
Tbomas    Sevell     and 
TbomiLfl  Grant  (upan 
truBl)  1821) 

L^od  ft(}t  ascertained 


Jiititf  Ta^ 
NoFpmbcr 


S4 


LOT  XVL-No,  lad 

Wafboys,   Ac.     G. 
Joseph  RicbardsOQ         1819     % 
Jobo  Fryer^  jua.   and 

Sarab  \m  wife  1814     21 


Jnne  Ta^  1    0 

November  0    9 


tA 


LOT  XVIL— No.  If 

Warboys,  Ac    H» 

Sir  Job n  B craard,  ban.  \%^^    4& 

Jobit  Cnrrmgton  Duim  1820       4 

Ditto  Tax  released  | 

June  Tax            10                50 
November  0    9  

LOT  XVIIL— No,  15 

Warboys,  Ac.     I, 
\rilllam  H.  FeUowes     1604     S0 


June  *Tk3l 
November 


1     0 

0     9 


501 


LOT  XIX.— No.  1«, 

Wurboyft,  Ac.     K. 

\ViUiaj»  Sknpthire 
(xnoiety)  and  Mitry 
SbcFwood,  Joboi 
Sberwood ,  Henry 
Sberwood ,  A  Hope 
CoUeU  (a  moiety)      1821  5$t 


\ 


JoaeTax 
November 


1     0 
0    9 


LOT   BOOE.--»HCJNTIlfGJ)OirSBIRS. 


LOT  v.— No.  4. 

Berry  Mow  Fen. 
Abraham  Staffurth,  and 

Sarah  bis  wife              1787  45    0    0 

#.    rf.  

Jane  Tux            18  45    0    0 

NoTeniber  1     3  — 


LOT  v.— No.  19. 


LOT  XVra.— No. 


Mlddlemoor,  in  Ramsey. 
Henry  Smith 
John  Denton  and  Wil- 
liam Denton 
William  Ground 


D. 

1810 

1813 
1813 


Middlemoor  In  Ramsey, 

Abraham  Bailey 
Edward  Bellamy 
William  Beard 
John  Denton  and  Wil* 

liam  Denton 
Peter  Behag: 
Henry  Smith 
John  Hughes 
Hiomas  Coot 
William  Newton,  Jun. 
George  Infield 
Robert  Smith 
Samuel  Wells 
Nicholas  Bellamy 
John  Puttrell 
William  Denton 
William  Nickless 
Robert  Pearson 
Samuel  Gale 
Edward  Hemmaway 


1774 
1801 
1800 


50  0  0 
68  0  0 
27     1  34 


June  Tax 
November 


d, 
0 
9 


16. 

A. 

47 

151 
101 


73/ 

ILP. 
1  19 

0  28 

1  33 


300    0    0 


LOT  XIX.— No.  14. 


1813 

2 

1  26 

1806 

94 

1  30 

1810 

34 

3  15 

1808 

5 

3  15 

1808 

4 

1  26 

1818 

4 

2  26 

1812 

4 

2  27 

1810 

6 

1  26 

1817 

30 

2  21 

1805 

0 

0  34 

1811 

14 

0  0 

1823 

9 

2  0 

1823 

24 

0  0 

1823 

9 

2  0 

1823 

7 

0  0 

1825 

2 

0  0 

June  Tax 
November 


1    4 

1    0 


400     •     0 


LOT  VII.— No.  17. 


Middlemoor  in  Ramsey. 

IVcho  Wing 
Thomas  Gore 
John  Puttrell 
Nicholas  Bellamy 
William  Saunders 
John  Catling 
Samuel  Golden 
Samuel  Suffurth 


B.  , 

1820    214    0 

1803      36    0 

1811 

1805 

1815 

1813 

1813 

1813 


0 

0 

81     1     0 

23     2  15 

33    3  25 

3    3     0 

3    3    0 

3     3    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    0 
0    9 


400     0     0 


LOT  VIII.— No.  18. 
Middlemoor,  in  Ramsey,  C. 

William  HenryFellowetl8I4  100  0  0 

William  Palmer              1803       48  1  0 

Samuel  Newton             1812      47  1  0 

William  Saunders          1815  109  1  0 

JohnHidMm                 1824      95  1  0 


June  Tax  1    0 

Noreabtr         0    9 


400    0    0 


Middlemoor,  in  Ramsey.    C. 
Peter  Descow 
William  Flowers 
Thomas  Ridlington 
Richard  Pooley 

William  Ground  

Richard  Bagley  Jackson  1819 
EdwArd  Robinson  1813 

John  Trigg  1813 

Joseph  Cunnbgton        1808 
Henry  Smith  1810 


1765 
1801 
1806 
1802 
1813 


5 
11 
32 
95 
102 
26 
10 
6 
20 
67 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 
1     0 


375    0    0 


LOT  XIV.— No.  17. 

Ramsey  Common,  by  Delph  Dike. 
William  Newton  1821     108 


0    0 


JnneTax 
November 


I    4 

1     0 


108    0    0 


LOT  VII.— No.  18. 
Sir  Oliver  Cromwell's  Seventh,  in  Ramiey, 

Part  I.    Abbot's  Pingle. 
Thomas  Gascoigne        1777 
John  BuUer  1806 


June  Tax 
November 


1     4 

1    0 


Part  II.    Ashbeach. 
Thomas  Ridlington        1805 


June  Thx 
November 


1     4 

1     0 


40 
40 

0 
0 

0 
0 

80 

0 

0 

28 

0 

0 

28 

0 

0 

LOT  XIII.— No.  17. 

Sir  Oliver  Cromwell's  Severali.  In  fUmter* 
B. 
Part  I.    Ashbeach. 
Thomas  Ridlington       1805      48    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    4 

1    0 


48    0    0 


Part  II.    Wigin  Moor,  Ramsey. 
John  Andrews  1813      21    0    0 


JnneTax  I    4 

November         1    0 
Is 


21    0    0 


738 

LOT  111.— No.  7. 
Ramsey  Seferals.    A. 

Part  I.    The  Upper  Steds 

WUliam   Henry  Fel- 
'^lowes  1804 

*.    d. 
June  TtJL  1    8 

Noyember  1     3 


APPENDIX 
I 


ji,  R.  P. 

5    2  20 


PartTI.    Bcar^tAnct. 

WilliAin  Henry  Fel 


I     8 
1     3 


1804 


5     2  20 


Part  II.    Tlie  Nether  Sleds. 
William  Henry  Fel- 
lowea  1804      18 


1    0 


June  Tax 
Noyembe» 


18    1    0 


Part  III.    Formerly  Beale's. 


lowes 

Jane  Tax 
NoTember 

PartVlL    ric«rtg«et. 
Edward  Macer  1826        6    0  If 


Jane  Tax 
November 


8 
3 


6    0  10 


Part  VIIL    Stodrin  F«i. 
Johnlbberwn  1797        I    «   0 


WiUiam  Henry  ¥k 
lowes 

Jane  Tax 
November 


1814 


8 
3 


1  10 
1  10 


Jane  Tax 
t^ovember 


1     8 
1     3 


I    2   • 


Part  IV.    Dainlrec  and  Bagdole,  formerly 
Cromwell'B. 
WUliam   Henry  Fel 
lowea 


1814 


Jane  Tax 
November 


1    8 
1     3 


33 
33 


1  10 
1  10 


Part  IX,    FormeriyNetUetonandothen. 


Part  V.    Bagdole,  formerly  Howton's. 
Wniiam  Henry  Fel- 
lowes  1814       12    2 


Jane  Tax  18  12    2    0 

November  1     3  " 

LOT  IV.— No.  6. 
Ramsey  Severals.    B. 

Part  I.    Near  Ugg  Mere. 
TTiUiam  Henry  Fel- 
lowcs  1804 


6    0    0 


JnneTax  18  6    0^ 

November  1     3  — - 

Part  II.  Bcaupre  Closes. 
Isaac  Hanchor  1'60        8     1     0 


June  Tax  18  8     10 

November  I     3 

Part  in.     Great  Ililks. 
Thomas  Bargees  1815    28 


Jane  Tax  1     8 

November  1    3 

Part  IV.    Little  Bilks. 
WUliam  Henry  Fel- 

lowes  1804 

Hane  Tax  1     8 

November  1    3 

Part  V.    Pollins. 
Thomas  Burgess  1815 


1 
28    1 


2     2    0 


2    2     0 


2     2    0 


June  Tax 
November 


2    2    0 


Jane  Tax 
November 


8 
3 


4    0    0 


PartX.    Formcriy  Bateman's. 
^jUiam  Henry  Pel-     ^^^      ^^ 

JuneTax  18  2    «_» 

November  1     3 

Part  XI.    Fonticriy  Lavender's. 
WUliam  Henry  Fel- 
lowes  1804        1    1   ^ 

Jane  Tax  18  I    1    * 

November  1     3 

Part  XII.    Formerty  Lceder's. 
WmU^  Henry  Fe.-     ^^^        ^    ^   ^ 


June  Tax 
November 


1     8 
1     3 


1    2    4 


Part  XIII.    Formerly  WiUiamson's. 
James  Paris  1736         2    2  28 

JuneTax  1     «  ^    2  28 

November  I     3  .— — 

Part  XIV.    Formerly  Holmes's  and  How- 
son's. 
Hugh  Waudby,   and 

WUliam  Hopkinson    1820 
Thomas  Darlow  1820 

18  3     1  16 


0    3    6 
2    2  16 


JuneTax  1     8 

November  1     3  —        ^ 

LOT  v.— No.  6. 

Ramsey  Severals.    C. 
Part  I.    Formerly  Barnes,  Knight's,  and 

ollicrs.^ 
Huirh  Waudby,    and 

WlUara  Hopkinson    1820        J    J   • 
Thomas  Darlow  18C0        6    0   f 


June  Tax 
November 


7    0    0 


Part  II.    Formerly  HowM>n*8. 

yi    R    P. 

WUUam  Flowers  1797         l'    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


LOT    BOOK. — HUNTIN«DONSniRE. 

LOT  XII.— No.  6 
A  Several  ia  Woodiralton. 

I     0    0        George  Pryiiie  1824 
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LOT  II.— No.  16. 
Upwood  Fen,  next  towards  Ramsey. 

Owen  Fann,  Tax  re- 
leased 1731  46 

Abraham  SUffurth  1790  20 

Sir  Charles  Morgan, 

ban.  1805  217    3  20 

Hagh   Wandbj,   and 

William  Hopkinsou  1820  95 

John  Margettit  1821  50 

Charles  Nfiuigetts  1821  20 


2  0 

3  30 


0  20 
(M3 

1  37 


June  Tax 
November 


451     0    0 


LOT  XUL— No.  16. 
Upwood  Fen,  adjoining  Whittlesey  Way. 

William  Bedford,  Tax 

released 
Mary,  wife  of  Henry 

Nixon 
Sir  C.  Morgan,  bart. 
John  Mnrgctts 
Williara    Hkjnry    Fel- 

lo.\e8 
Robert  Moyse 
John  Stralton 
Benjamin  Abraham 
Charles  Margetts 


1826 

1802 
1805 
1819 

1809 
1812 
1817 
1H17 
1824 


10 

79 

2 

93 

83 

21 

8 

3 

101 


0  0 

0  20 
3  20 

2  0 

3  0 
3  20 

2  20 

1  20 

3  20 


June  Tax 
November 


405    0     0 


LOT  XL— No 
Ravely  Fen. 

William  Brighty  1794 

Ditto,  Tax  released  to 
himself 


18. 


207 
21 


1  30 

2  10 


June  Tax 
November 


0 


229    0    0 


Number  20. 

Part  of  the  3000  Acres  Overplus. 

Woodwalton  Common 

Edmund  Diuley              1825  100  0  0 

iohu  Tb^irloi*^  Dering     1805  100  0  0 

Chmtopber  P«nibrrtcni  1805  62  2  7 

Lard  ViM^ouiit  Mlltoii    1808  228  2  37 
The  Right  HoQOurabk 

Cliarks  Yorke             1808  228  2  36 

James  Biirk^-r,  ckrk       1809  108  1  36 

Henry  J  smes  Nkbolb  1824  108  2  4 


June  Tax 
November 


937    0    0 


June  Tax 
Noveml)er 


A.  R.  P. 

36    0    0 

86    0    0 


LOT  I.— No.  13. 

A  Several  in  Woodwalton. 
George  Pryme  1824 


June  Tax 
November 


15    0    0 
15    0    0 


Number  27. 


Part  of  the  3000  Acres  0%-erplu8. 
Highney  Grounds. 


John  Sisman 
Ditto,  Tax  released 


18«3 


98 
9 


June  Tax 
November 


George  Pryme 

June  Tax 
November 


1 


LOrV  XII.— No.  6. 
Sawtrey  Fen. 


George  Pryme 


1820 


June  Tax 
November 


LOT  III— Nou  19. 
A. 


Coniugton  Severals. 
John  Hethcote 


June  Tax 
November 


I 


Conington  Severals. 
John  Hetlioote 


LOT  V,— No.  20. 
B. 


June  Tax 
NovMnber 

3e2 


100    0    0 


Number  18. 

Part  of  the  King's  12,000  Acres* 

Sawtrey  Common,  199a.  2r.  Op,  and  a 
Several  19  Acres. 


1820    218    3    0 


218    2    0 


6    2    0 
6    2    0 


1802    200    0    0 


200    0     0 


81    0    0 
81   «    0 


_^         HUliiiiibcr  fiiP 
V  f^ut  of  tb£  3000  A^creft  orerplutr 


Pan  Pf  tlohae  Fen. 


AFTBIfO 


^.  n,  P. 

IS   0   a 


WilliJim  Welb 
Ditto,  T»3£  rvlcftJied 
Williiim  Mar^tta 
Ditto,  T»iX  rrlcMsed 
Georfre  Arerr,  T^m  re1eu«d 
Satin  dcr«  and  Niglitia- 
gatd  T«x  re  1  rated 

June  Tax  2     0 

mber  I     6 


g  0    a 

1820     290  0  S4 

rt  2  S3 

1B25     505  1     9 

U  %  31 

A  0    0 

8  0  13 


96S    0     0 


LOT  X\X-^No.  h. 


I  Holaa  ?ipn,  tufar  AAhb«a£k* 

I  JohnStokrtt                    1809      20     1     7 

I  DlllO,  Tax  relcaKd                     29    2  ai 

I  ^ 


Ion?  Tai 

November 


2     0 


49    0    0 


LOT  IX.    No.  IG. 


LOT  IV.— No.  la 
CiOdecott  Serertls. 

Parti.    Moss  Fen. 
William  Wells  1816      18    0    0 


June  Tax            0    8                  IS    0    0 
November  0    6 ^_ 

Part  II.     Turf  Lots. 
William  Wells  1816        A    3    0 


June  Tax            0    8                    4     3    0 
November  0     6  ~^ 

Fart  III.    Mowing  Loii. 

William  Wells  1816        8    3    0 

June  Tax            OB                    8    3    0 
November  0     6  

Part  IV.     Formerly  Lord  Montrtrulc*a. 
William  Wells  1816       14     I     0 


0     8 
0    6 


14 


Jane  Tax 
November 

PartV.    Fonnerly  Hall's* 
WllliMiiWeJla  1816        3    % 


June  Tsz 
Noftmber 


0    8 
0    6 


8    10 


-  ^d^^^^^^^^^^^H 

^^H 

■ 

^^^^^^ 

V 

■ 

Part  VI.     ForaM-rfy  Str  T^tomi  Col 
and  olbm. 

A. 
William  Wrli^                IS  16        2 
William    KillT.     ajid 
Cbarlotte.  bk  trir«      IS  14        t 

June  Tax             0     d 
NoTtmbcr           0    6 

4 

I'nrt  Vll.    Ncir  the  Hard  UimIi 
W;)!iAm   Kelly,     nod 
CharUilte,  lu&  vifo      iBli        % 

J  tine  Tax            0     8 

2 

November           0    6 

— 

LOT  XUL- 

-No,  1 

M 

SUtloa  CommOG. 

1 

John  Maaoa 

irfs 

a# 

Frai»;b  Sestoa 

1^04 

21 

Janif  A  Lyon 

\m^ 

9 

Wyitum      Wliilweilj 

clerk 

\im 

30 

Samtid  WVU. 

1H20 

30 

Diita,  Till  released 

.10 

Miclinel  Goodwin 

1811 

10 

June  Tax            I     4 

IfiO 

November           I     0 

■ 

Number  17, 

1 

Fart  of  tbf   King'*  12.000   Acrea,  ' 
Common  and  Sev^raU. 
Fjirl  I.     Yaxley  Coifimon, 

|U>ri.1   and    LTidy  Snyis 

and    SeiCf    and    Ebe 

Honorable    W,    T> 

Twiftleton  Fierini^      1B27     4D9 
M Uil^m  Rjuberts  \%\%    ^^ 


June  Tax 

Novtmbcr 


€3S 


1     1 
0    S| 

Fart  H.    Wf^tern  l^feadow. 
Lord  and   Lady  Suye 
and    Setc,    an^^   ibo 
Honounitile    W.  T, 
Twbkton  Fiennes      1827         fl 

JuneTiLX  I      1  f 

Kuv^iubcr  i     ^i  *• 

Fitrt  ILL  Formerly  Genlil  aod  li 
Lord    and   Ljidy  S«ye 

Ktid    Sde»    anel    tbe 

Hoontirable   ^V.   T. 

Tuiileioa  Ftcnciea      18^7         f 

Jime  Tax            1     I  | 

Kuvcmbcr           0     1^1  ^ 

Fart  IV.    Formerly  Fierioii^ 

Lord  and    Lady  Saye  "^ 

and   Sele,    and  t^  \ 

Honnnrablp    W.    T- 

tNmleton  Fiemie*      1827 


Jime  Tas 
NoTcaiber 


1 


1 


LOT   BOOK HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


^.  R,  P. 


0     0     5 


0     0     5 


Part  V.    Formerly  Watt's. 

Lord  and  Lady  Saye 

and    Sele,  and    the 

Honourable   W.  T. 

Twisleton  Fiennes      1827 
$.    d. 
June  Tax  1     I 

November  0    9J 

Part  VI.    Formerly  Proby's  and  otbers. 
George  Castor  1810         1     0  10 

Lord    and   Lady  Saye 

and    Sele,    and   tbe 

Honourable  W.   T. 

TwUletoQ  Fiennes      1827        2    0  25 

June  Tax            11                    3    0  35 
November  0    QJ 

Part  VII.    Formerly  Proby's. 
Lord  and  Lady  Saye 
and  Sele,    and  tlie 
Honourable   W.  T. 
Twwlcton  Fiennes      1827         8    2    0 


8     2    0 


June  Tax  1     1 

November  0    9} 


Part  VIIC.    Betnrcen  Trundle  Mecr,  and 
Whittlcfcy  Metr. 


Lord  and  Lady  Saye 
and  Sale,  and  the 
Honourable  W.  T. 
Twisleton  Fiennes      1827 


June  Tax 
November 


1 

H 


5     0  10 
5     0  10 
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Part  IX.    Near  Wbilllesey  Meer,  formerly 
Browu's. 

^.RP. 

Lord  and  Lady  Saye 

and  Scic,  and   the 

Honourable  W.  T. 

Twialeton  Fienncn 
«.    d. 

June  Tax  II  110 

November  0    9i  ■ 

Part  X.    At  the  end  of  Conquest  Lode. 
Lord  and  Lady  Saye 

and  Selc,  and   the 

Honourable  W.  T. 

Twisleton  Fiennes      1827        0    3    0 


1827 


1     1     0 


June  Tax 
November 


)     9} 

Number  10 
Part  of  the  King's  12,000  Acres. 


0    3    0 


Farcelt. 
Part  I.     Farcctt  Common. 
The  Honourable  W.  T. 

Twisletou  Fiennes      1827     940 


0    0 


1 


940    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 

Part  II.     Farcelt  Severals. 
The  Honouralle  W.  T. 

Twbtlcton  Fiennes     1827     162    0 


June  Tax 
November 


I     I 

0     9i 

Number   15. 


162    0    0 


Tart    of    the    King's    12,000    Acres. 

Standground. 
The  Honourable  W.  T. 
Twistleton  Fiennes    1827     127    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1     1 

0    9} 


127    0    0 
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Balduck,  J.  736 
Bailey,  A.  737 

Barker,  J.  739 

Barley,  E.  726,739 
Barlow,  R.  728 
Barlow,  S.  wife 

ofR.  707 

Barnes,  W.  711. 715 
Bartle,  T.  and  J. 

Smith  701 

Bassett,  W.  722 
Bates,  John  727, 729 
Bayley,  SirJ.  699, 
700 
Bays,  Joseph  722 
Bays,  T.  ib. 

Bays,  J.  and  E. 

Hodgson  ib. 

Bays,  J.  and  J. 

Fountain  ib. 

Be«rd,  W.  737 

Beard,  J.  736 

Beart,  M.  730,  732, 
734 
Beart,  R.  712,733 
Beart,  W.  ib. 

Bedford,  J.  7SG 
B«lford,W.707,739 


PA  OP. 

Bedingham,  E.  721. 
Becton,W.693,730, 
731 
Be^ley,  W.  708 
Behag,  P.  737 

Beboo,  T.  736 

Bell,  W.  717 

Bellamy,  E.  737 
Bellamy,  N.  ib. 
Bcntharo,  J.  707 
Bernard,  Sir  J.  736 
Berry,  W.  706 

Berry,  R.T.  713 
Berill,  Robt.  715, 
727,  728 
Bidden,  James  706 
Bidden,  John  720 
Bidwell,  C.  S.  701 
Bigland,  E.  727 
Biilups,  C.  724 

Bird,  B.  731 

Bleak,  F.  736 

Blench,  W.  728 
Bletsoe,J.  736 

Bloss,  A.  wife 

ofF.  704 

Bluff,  J.  720 

Bodger,  A.  712 

Bonficld,  R.  723 
Boofield,  T.  726 
Bonfield,  VV.  725 
Booth,  VV.  729 

Boyce,  E.  722,  726 
Boyce,  J.  ib, 

Bradfield,J.S.B.  694 
Bradley.  G.  729 
Bradwell,  F.  704 
Brassctt,T.709,710 
Brighty,  W.  739 
Bringhurst     J. 

and  S.  his  wife  711 
Brook,  T.  701 

Brooks,  W.         723 
Broughton,  J.     736 
Brown,  Joseph    723 
Brown,  Jona- 
than 711 
Brown,  S.  and 
E.  the  wife  of 
T.  Owen          712 
Brown,  W.        712 
Brown,  J.junr.  719 
Brown,  H.          719 
Brown,  P.,  and 
M.  hbwife.    722, 
723 
Brown,  Joshua   725 
Browne,  A.         707 
BuU,W.  andJ. 
dreares          705 


PAOC 

Bull,  Seth.  708 
Bull,  Samuel  704 
Ballman,  J.  723 
Burgess,  J.  700 
Burgess,  James  722 
Burgess,  T.  738, 
724,  727 
Burling,  R.  705 
Uutler,  J.  737 

C. 

Cadmax,  R.  and 

W.  Jolly  701 
Camps,  J.  706,  707 
Camps,  R.  717 

Camps,  R.  T.  ib, 
C^mps,  W.  ib. 

Camps,  T.  720 

Carpenter,  J.  698 
Casbum,  J.  708 
Castor  741 

Catling,  J.  737 

Cave,  J.  722 

Cawthorne,  J.  720 
Cawthoroe,  P.  ib. 
Cawthorne,  F.  ib. 
Chafy,  Dr.  723 

Chafy,   J.  and 

Henniker  J. 

M.  723,  725, 735 
Chambers,  J.  712 
Chambers,    G. 

Swaff.  .  703 

Chambers,    G. 

Bur.  704 

Chambers,  H.  714, 
715 
Chambers,  E.  714 
Chambers,  R.  714 
Chambers,    H. 

and  J.  712 

Chambers,    S. 

and    M.    his 

wife  70S 

Chapman,  A.  730 
Chapman,  J.  703 
Charles,  K.  707 
Charter,  W.  719 
Chatteris,  C.  P. 

B.  702 

Childers,  S.  and 

J.  W.  729 

Childers.  J.  W.  729 
Clarke,  D.  707 

Clark,  J.  701,702 
Clark,  C.  709,710 
Clark,  W.  729 

Clark,  R.  723 

Clark,  H.  and 

others  701 


PACI 

Clay,  W.  7f ) 

CUy,  R.  712,  714, 
715,716 
Clay,    R.    aod 

Liawreoce,  J.  716 
Cleaieiiaoa,  J.  714 
aip0on,J.713,7l6, 
726 
Cockett,  T.  725 
Cole,  W.  711 

Cole,  T.  Wim.  725 
Cole,  T.  Wim. 

the  son  725 

Cole,T.Dod  724 
Collen,  John  701 
Collen,  James  ib. 
Collen,  James, 

aod  J.  Todd  705 
Collen,  J.  and 

J.  701 

CoUeo,      John 

and  others  ik 
Collier,     Ann 

O.  705 

Collett,  H.  and 

others  736 

Cook,  L.  704 

Cooper,  A.  693 

Coot,  T.  737 

Corbett,  T.  and 

J.  Furbank  705 
Comwell,  H.  704 
Corthorne,  C.  72» 
Cowherd,  D.  725, 
728 
Cowherd,      D. 

and  others  729 
Cox,  J.  735 

Cox, VV.  and  J.  713 
Crabb,  W.  709 

Creasy,  John  694 
Crisp,  W.jun.  702 
Crisp,    J.    and 

M.    wife    of 

W.Palmsby  704 
Cromwell,  £.  703 
Cropley,  G.  714 
Cross,  Jeremiah  705 
CruM,  John  713 
Cross,  H.  704 

Cross,  C.  714 

Cross,  M.  wife 

ofW.  709 

Curtis,  W.  713,  723 
Custonce,  W.  714, 
715 
Cotlack,  W.  709, 
718 
Catlmck,  J.  712 
Cannlngtoii,  J.  737 
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PAOB 

DavbYj  S,  704 
Dftody^  D,  703 

I>arlow,T.  138 

Davr«lU  SirT, 
and  Wlllisj 
Sir  T.  700 

Denaf ,  W.  S., 
iind     Auer- 
bury,  W.        723 
Denton,  J. &W.  737 
Denton,  W.  lA. 

Defucon,  W.  712, 
713,733 
Dcring,  J.  T.  693, 
739 
Descow.  P,  737 
Dnbede,J.  703 

Doby,  J.  720 

Dodaon,  J.  70 6«  707 
Dodsont  J.&nd 
E.  liU  wife       705 

DoQciuter,  J., 
and  Rkhard- 
toD,T.  727 

Dorc,  T.  709 

Dougrhty,  J.  733 
Drake  and  Oskr  69C 
Dringt  J*  ?36 

Diiberly,  8.  J.  694 
Dtum,J.C.        736 


£aol«  F.  K.  697 
Eagle,  W-  7  JO 

Eariili  Tnistcca  735 
Ed«8,  J.  729 

EdwajdB,  S*  731 
Edward,  E.  735 
EJlb,  J.  704 

EUis,  R.  705 

Elmer,  W.  730 

Elwcs,  W.  727 

Ely,  Lord  Bisbop 

of  703, 704 

EmeraoD ,  J,  and 

J.  riffotl  705 

Efwxs,  H.  R.  706 
Erani,  J.  716 

Eircn.T.  725 


Failes,  J.  713,  716 
Pallet,  M.  712 

FaircU«re,S.,wifc 

ofW,  703 

Fann,  O.  739 

Fanner,  S.  700 

Feiiry.S.  718,719 
Femry,  S.  jwt».  ^* 
Fdlowc»,W.H,7l3, 

T36, 737,738.739 


VAOB 

Few,  W.  and  J. 

Taylor  705 

FienDcs,W.T.T740, 

741 

Finch,  a  736 

Finchatn,  P,  701 
Finchntn^  I.  ih» 

Fisher,  O.  726 

Fisher.  T.  E.  736 
Flanderi,  S.  700 
FlMt,  J.  693 

Fletcher,  W.  701 
Fletcher,  R.  708 
FJowm.W.  737,739 
Fortjr^y,  J.  694 
Foss,   R.     And 

Thorn  pton,«r. 

andM.  714,715 
Foster,  E,  713 

Foster,  R.  704 

Foster,  R.  «en. 

and  juQ.  703 

FounU'iQ,  John  724 
FounUm,  Jnines  726 
Fountain,  J  atnea, 

amlJ.Biip  722 
Free  man,  H,  729 
Freenmn,  W»  716 
Fryer.  J.  716,723 
FrVcr,  J-andS* 

Lis  wife  7^B 

Fryer,  M,  &  D.  693 
Fryer.J.D.fltT.722 
FTver,D.  «ndT.736 
Fuller,  T.  701 

Furhnnk.  4*  and 

T.  Corbilt  705 
Fyion,  C.  704 

G. 

GadsbYi  1.  736 
Gall,  S.  737 

Galloway,  W.  695 
Gamble,  J*  693 

Gurdiier,  W.  D.  702, 

722 
Gardner,  Jane  723, 

724 
Gardner,  A.  733,734 
Garford,  T.  725 

GarraU  698 

GaBcoigne,  H,    712, 

713 
Gaacoigne,  T*  737 
German,  J.  729 

Gibbons.  A.  i6. 

Glflbrd,W.  736 

Gill,R.  710 

GU1,W.  L,  •*. 

Golden,  8*  737 

Golden,  W.  727 

Golden,  T.  '*• 

Go1<J9miUi,J.693,73l 
Goodman,  M*    1 724 

128, 


FA  OB 

Goodman,  N.  L  724 
Goodman  ;Nath.  725, 
726,  729 
Goodman,  S.  705, 
726,  727 
Goodman,  Siu.  727 
Goodwin,  Mkh.  740 
Gordf  n,  J.  733 

Gore,  T.  737 

Gotobed,  I.  709 

Gotobcd,  J.  712,713 
Gotilding.  W*  725 
Gmham,  Z.  727 

Granger,  T.  702 

Gmnger,  T.  and 

E.T.  702,707.716 
Grtnt,  T.  h  Se- 

well,  T.  736 

Graves,  Jas.&l  y** 
GniTea,Tbos.J  '"^ 
GniTea,Jobn,«en.  id, 
GrnYca,  W.  i*. 

GraTea,  John,  and 

W.  Ball  ib. 

Gray,  J.  725 

Gray,  N.  725,  726, 

728 

Gmv,  N.  and  M- 

WakeUn  726 

Glimmer,  S.  730.731 
Grimmer,  S,  and 

S.  Lancaster  695 
Ground,  A.  725 

Gniand,W.  D.  729 
Ground,  W*  737 

Gunstone,  W.       701 

a 

Racket,  /.  P.  & 
Lyon,  J.  W,    703, 

704 
Haird,  L  and  R.  ^ 

Norman  705 

Hall.W.  lA. 

Hammond,  A,  694 
Hanchor,  J.  738 

Hancock,  i.  704 

Harding,  R.  703 

Harding,  S.  ib, 

Hordwickc,    Earl 

of,  698.  705,  706, 
707,708,709,710 
Harlock,  W,  708 
Harlock,  R.  and 

A.  his  wife  708 
Harrison,  W.  712 
Harriaon,  T,  704 
Hkrrison,  J.  711 
Harvey,  J.  736 

Harwood,J*  703 
Hatcb,  J,  708 

Halley,r.  704 

Haylock,J.  fl4,7lf 
HaynMi,  U.  7tt 

3r 


»AOC 

l1^1ey,W.ftJ.693 
Henoington,  J.  $99 
Hemmaway,  E.  737 
Hennikcr.J.M.  & 

Cbafy,J.  723,725, 
735 
Hennery,  T.         726 
Herrey,  B.  736 

Hervey,  W.  th, 

Herrey,  T.  rt. 

Hethcotfl.J.  739 

Hibbert,  J.  693,694, 

695,  704, T0», 710, 
731 
Hicks,  J.  736 

Hidion,John  737 
Htll,J.  703 

Hilla/R,  733, 734 
Hitch,  C*  714 

Hitch,  F.  706 

Hodton,  E.  707 

Hodgson,  E.  and 

J.  Bays  723 

Hopkio,  J.  708 

Hopkin,  J.  Upw.  730 
734 
Hopkin,  R.  708 

Hopkin,  P.jun.  708 
Hopkin,  W,  730 

Hopkins,  R.  707 

Hopkiaaon,W.  711, 
715 
Hopkin80n,W.  &. 

Wandby,  H.   738, 
739 
Hof»eley,  W,        703 
Houghton,    W. 

and  B.  701 

HoQtebold,  John  727 
How,  M,  736 

Howlett,E.Reach.703 
Huckte,  W-  707 

Huggina,  R*  716 

Hugbe<,J.  737 

HoDt,  R.  701 

HuDi,  S.  ift* 


Jackson,  R.  B.  737 
Jackaon,  Jos.  727,729 
Jackson,  H.  71 1 

Jackson,  S.  and 

E.  728,  732,  734 
Jackson,  J.  and 

Woodward,  J.  726 
Ibberson,  Is.  738 
IbberMin,  H.  736 
rbbersoQ.F*  'A. 

Ibberson,  J.  736,  738 
Jellings.VV.  718,722 
JenklnsQn,T.727,7Sa 
Jeuytis,GX.  695,703, 
730 
Jeftyiif,C.  f<iO 


748 

pAoe 

Townlcy,^.        7X2 

TowDky»R.0.6U3, 

731,732 

Towoiiihendt  Lord 

J.J.Siiiith>iLDd 

F.W.Sauiidcr8  7a2 

Trigg,  J.  7a7 

TriploHT,  W,        722 

Trudgett,  J,        698 

Tnidgett,  N,       697 

Tubba,  R*  720 

Turner,  J*  70l 

U  &  V. 

Valentine,  W.  722 

VanbeythuyiOD^ 

R.  694 

Vipao,  Joseph  694, 

706,711,716, 

719,721,722, 

735 

\^ii,    John    711, 

712,716,719, 

721 

^pui,     Aan    695, 

696,717,719, 

720,  721 

Vip«o,  R.  713 

\lpin,B.  717,730 

Upalure,  Jobu   719, 

720,  721 

tXpshire,  Josepb  7  \  9, 

721 

Upsbire,  J*  and 

M.  bu  wife  710, 

711 

Wabe,  R.  695 

\Viiddelow,T.    700 


APFENDIX. 


PAOE 

Waddelow,  H.     708 
WaddingtOfi,  H. 

S,  695,  707,  708, 
710,712 
VVaddiiigtoa.G.706, 
717,723 
WaddmgtOQ,  A.  i^. 
Waddioifloti,G.710 
Wade,  H,  725 

^Vakelin,  M.  aod 

M.  Gray  726 

Wakelin^  M.  and 

W.  AsUworth  iL 
Wakclin,  M.and 

Searle,  J.  ih. 

Ward,  J.  725,728 
Warner,  W.jon.  69B 
Warth,  J.  716,  723. 
724 
Wflrtb,  A.  725 

\VBrtb,T.  722^723 
Warlb,  W.  ib. 

Wateon,  E.  735 

Watson, R.  699,701 
Wataoa,  R,  jun.  702 
Watson,  W.  705, 
726 
Watts,  A.  wife 

of  Josepb  ib* 

Waudby,   W.    714, 
730 
Wandby,  H.  aod 

MopkinsoQfW. 

738,  739 
Wandby,  E.  wife 

ofW.andPal. 

lett,  W.  709,  710 
Waxbam.W.  711 
Wa]sbam,  T.  ii. 
WjuUiam,  J.  ib> 
Wayman,  M.      714 
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Wayman,  J.  atid 

B.  Moor  705 
Webb,  T.  ib, 
Webb,  W.  ^09 
Webber,  J.  and 

otbers  7(^ 

Webber,  J.  ib, 

Weldon,J.  714 

Wells, S.Hunt.  694. 
723,  737,  740 
WelU,  D.  703 

Wells,  W,  i*- 

Wells,  W,  740 

WelU,  B.  701 

WelU,  G.  and 

oiben  ib. 

Wentworlh,  J.  705 
West,    R.    and 

oiben  706 

Wbttemao,  A.  695 
Wbite,  Chartes  727 
White,  T.  731 

Wbitiug,  R,        729 
Wyiiing,  W.   713, 
716 
Whitrcd,T^        702 
Whittlesey  Cha- 
rity Truutees  729 
Whitwcll,  W.      740 
wad,  H.  &  W,  794, 
700, 702 
Wiles,  W.  70*^ 

Wiles,  T.   L.   730, 
732 
Wilkin,W.703,704 
Wilkin,  T.  and 

C.  Wdlctt  696 
Wilkinson,  R.  704 
WiUctt,  T.  695 
Wniis,SirT.and 

DayTeU,SlrT.700 


Wllmi^W.       Tm 

Whif.G.  «f> 

Wiiir,T.  JB 

Wing,  J.  731,  Tjt 
Winter,  /,  7m 
Wijbenrfc    i^ 

liafthTn. 

pUct'TrMMTSf 
WMbeekC^pd 

WttCDu.w.  m 

Woodwvi^tL  731 
Wood«a«^.i^ 

Jackaoa,J.  T% 
Wool,  H-  7M,  TM. 
7JJ,:jl 
Wray,W.fL  'a 
Wrigki^jQiiik  m 
Wf%|it»  Joifek  m 
Wri«ks,E.  711 
Wright,  John  m 
Wri8bt,Jjiae  717, 
7ft 
Wright,  T.  711 
Wf%ht,  T.  714 
Wrighi,  W. 

($tT«a4hm)  W 
Wright,W.(Si^ 

ton)        7W  " 


YoRXS,  SirJ.  im 
Yorke,RLHc». 


PLACES. 


NoRroLK  693 

Suffolk  697 

Cambridgeshire  701 
Ili]ntiDgdonsbire735 
The  Ifle  of  Ely  706 
Be' Q  wick  7«7 

BuTDt  Fen  699 

ByallFen  715 

Cbattens  722 
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Coveney  714  Ladug  729 

Doddington  725  Mane*  715 

Djwnbam  708  March  72i 

EatuiAoor  730  Mepal  717 

Elm  729  Outvrell  730 

Ely  70t  Pyemoor  716 

GruntyFen  716  Str^tbam  707 

Haddenh&m  706  Sotton  7  IS 

litdeport  708  UpweU  730 


Welacj 

Weatflioor 

Wliictfeaejr 

Wttdkam 
WUbiuloii 
Winblinioa 
WiiAiccli 
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THE  LOT  BOOK 


rOE  THS 


NORTH    LEVEL. 


Corrected  to  May,  1828. 


SORTS  OF  TAX. 

Eighty-three  thousand  Acres  of  the  Adfentoren'  LaocU  are  dirided  into  elcren  Sorti, 
onder  tbeTaz  Act,  20  Car.  2.  c  8. 

«.  d. 
A  fdngle  Tax  is  0    4  an  Acre  for  the    Ist  Sort 

0    8 2 

10 3 

14 4 

18 5 

2    0 6* 

2    4 7 

2  8 8  ^ 

3  0 9 

3    4 10 

3    8 11 

The  Adventurers'  Lands  in  the  North  Level  are  now  assessed  with  a  tax  and  a  qvartcr 
of  a  tax,  and  pay  the  following  Sorts  only  :  (ris) 

»,    d.                                                                     s.  d,  «.   iL 

0    5  an  Acre  for  the  IstSort.  Jone  Tax    0    3  NoremberO    2 

13 3  ....00  ....06 

18 4  ....10  ....08 

2    1 5  ....IS  ....  0  10 

26 6  ....16  ....10 


llie  12,000  Acres  decreed  to  the  Kinff,  pay  a  tax  estimated  by  the  medliiai  of  the  tax 
on  the  83,000  Acres,  and  which,  when  the  83^0  pay  a  tax  and  aqoarter,  b  16  pence 
fiuthing  an  acre :  (m.) 

June  Tax  ^d,  Norember  6|</. 


7<0 


Ammntnu 


NORTH   LEVEL. 


LOT  Lr-No.  M. 

Jt. 
Vinucit  Rinwl»  Ifar- 
qnbofTafbtock       1810    100 

jQMTkx          0    t            Im 
0    6  U 


JtP. 
0    0 


•    0 


LOT  XX.— No.  1. 
TiMrMTKMiTFea. 
Mm.  Dulw  of  IM- 

fold  M 

Dlito»Tlurbroiig1itoff  CS7 

WlllbmGcoif»Ad«iii   1618    400 


190 
2  20 
0    0 


JodqTix 


0    9 
0    6 


aooo  0  0 


LOT  XL--NO.  18. 


jMobLtHoQck           1083  17  2  0 

JoMphBMUnr             1821  40  0  0 

SuDodWelk               lii22  3  0  0 

1817  54  2  0 


ivmTKL 


110^   0    0 


LOT  XIV.— No 
Satton  Id  Holland.    Q. 

.  JaUcL  GinUestom;,  Stetd 
Girdl<»tone,  &  Tb©- 
maa  Gird  lest  one,  (a 

moiety)     and   Wil- 

Bailey,  John  Bailey, 
and  Steed  Girdle- 
stone  (a  moictj)  In 
trust  to  sell 
Joseph  Beakley 


11. 


1822 
1821 


88 
27 


0     0 
0    0 


JuneTVuc            13               115    0    0 
Norember         0  10    *-       — * 

LOT  XV.— No.  13. 

Sutton  in  Holland.    C. 

J  o  b  □  <i  i  rd  k  s  to  n  c ,  Strcd 
<Jirdle»unic:>  Sl  Thi>* 
mus  CJirdlealone,  [si 
jnoicty),  and  Wil- 
liam Baik'y,  Eilwnrd 
Builcy,  John  Baiky, 
and  Steed  Girdle- 
slone  (a  moiety}  lu 
tnist  to  sell  1822 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1    3 

0  10 


95    0    0 
95    0    0 


LOT  XVL— No.  10 

SottOD  in  Hirtlaad.    Dl 
John  Qlrdlestone,  Steed 
Gjtdl«aCoar,  &  Th<>- 
snMi  Girdlcstouc,  {a 

-     woirty)    and    Wl- 
U%m  RiiWt  EfliFtrd 

Krtilf-V,  John  R.TiI«5^ 

mad    Steed   Giidle- 
(a  noletj)  In 


18S2    1 


Junmtkx 


1    3 

0  10 


LOT  XVL— No.  4. 

Wiebceh  Coounoo.    In  tlie  Week 
lUlphFlenon  1701    4! 


ioneTB            0    M 
Nmrenbcr          0    2 
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LOTXVIL- 

-No.  6. 

Wlibeek  Comnibn.    A. 

TbdmetSompler 
'    GikeManiott 

Samoel  Marriott 

1693  U 
1792  U 
1802    SS 

June  Tax            1    0 
November          0    8 

4: 

LOT  XV.- 

No.  4. 

Wisbech  Common.    B. 
Ralph  Pierson 

1701    31 

June  Tax           1    0 
Norember          0    8 

3: 

LOT  XVUI. 

—No.fi 

Wisbech  Common,    a 

Alice,  the  wife  of  Wil- 

iutii  Avclitiif 
Thomas    und  William 

PameU 
John  Stennett 

1793  m 

1818  12 
1822    It 

June  Tax            1    0 
Norember         0    8 

« 

LOT  XIX.- 

-No.  4L 

Wisbech  Common.    D. 
John  Steooett 
Samuel  Eagar 
AnnSnushall 

1801  « 

1802  « 
1818    U 

June  Tax           1    0 
Norember         0    8 

€ 

LOT   BOOK^i-iJIOBTH   LBVBL. 


LOT  v.— No.  13. 

ThroGkeDbolt  by  CloirBcross.    A 
AbnhamUlymtt 


1796        5    0    0 


JnneTu 
Norerober 


5    0    0 


LOT  XVIIL— No.  II. 
Tfarockenholt  by  Clowscrofui.    B. 
Abraham  Ulyntt  1796      40    0    0 


June  Tax 
November 


1    6 
1    0 


40    0    0 


LOT  XIX.— No.  9, 
Throckenholt  by  QowtcroM.    C. 

Abraham  Ulyatt 


1796      35    0    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


1     6 
1     0 


35    0    0 


Number  19. 


Part  II.    North  Fen 
Thomas  Searle 
Thomas  Saijeant 
Thomas  Aveling 
John     Lamb,      and 

Taremor  Lamb 
John  Boyce 
Thomas  Searle 
Georfre  Bumham 
'William  Boyce 
John  Duke  of  Bedford 
Francis  Russell,  Mar- 
quis of  Tavistock 
William  Hemment 


,  in  the  Wash. 
1724        3    8  35 
1724        3    2  10 
1795        7    0    0 


1795 
1795 
1795 
1795 
1795 


3    5 

1  SO 

1  15 

2  25 
1     5 


1801     254     1     0 

1810     100    0    0 
1818        6    3  35 


JnncTaz  0    9}  400    0    0 

November  0    6^  __— . 

Part  III.    North  Fen,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Barrier  Bank. 


John  Vermaile 
John  Stona 
Daniel  Bailey 
Ditto,  Tax  bought  off 
William  Ilaynes,  and 
-     Elisabeth  his  vnfe 
James  Barber 
Martha  Searle 
Charles  Bonner 
William  Bridges 
Ditto,  Tax  bought  off 
John  Castle 
Matthew  Squire 
John  Boyce 
Samuel  Watson 


1738 
1740 
1746 


8 

10 

5 

200 


2  28 
0     3 


1766 

10 

2  1 

1793 

19 

3  13 

1804 

119 

2  7 

1815 

11 

0  15 

1817 

14 

1  28 

97 

0  0 

1825 

20 

0  19 

1826 

32 

0  22 

1826 

30 

3  4 

1827 

98 

3  20 

June  Tax 
Norember 


0    9i 
0    6i 

Number  24. 


678    0    0 


ScTerals  in  Pryors  Fen. 

Part  I.    Formerly  Auldfield  and  others. 
Matthew  Squire  1826    163    2  30 


June  Tax 

Norember 


0    9i 
0    6| 


163    S  30 
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Part  II.    Forpwrir  Row'f  and  Pratt's. 

Called  Cawcroft. 
TlomaiElsnm  1790      25    1  10 


June  Tu: 
Norerober 

Northey. 
John  Pank 

June  Tax 
Norember 


0    9i 
0    6i 

Number  15. 


1826 


0    9} 
0    6i 


25 

1  10 

64 

0  0 

64 

0  i 

Number  1. 
Crowland,  in  Lincolnshire. 
Sir    Culling    Smith, 
Bart.,  and  Culling 

Eardley  Smith  1827    189    0    0 

Robert  Preston  1828    115    2    0 

MaryMatson  1828    102    2    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


0    0} 
0    6§ 

Number  2. 


400    0    0 


Peterborough    Common,    called   Bonagh 
Great  Fen. 
Sir    Culling    Smith, 
Bart.,  and  Culliag 
Eardiey  Smith  1827  2622    0    0 


June  Tax 
Norember 


0    9i 
0    6i 


2622    0    0 


1824      88    0    0 


0    0 


Number  3. 
Burrough  little  Fen. 
John  Pank 

».   J. 
June  Tax  0     9^ 

Norember         0    6J  — — — 

Number  4. 
Alderlands,  in  the  County  of  UocoUu 
Sir     Culling      Smithy 
Bart,    and     Culling 
Eardley  Smith         1827      290    0    0 


June  Tax  0    9| 

Norember  0    6} 

Number  5. 
Single  Sole  Farm. 
Daniel  MlUer  1803 


290    0    0 


45    0    0 
45    0    0 


June  Tax  0    9) 

Norember  0    6f  ^    ■ 

Number  G. 
Northam  and  Cranmoor. 

Part  I.    Northam. 
Daniel  MiUer  1803      40    0    0 


June  Tax  0    9}  40    0    0 

November  0    6§  — 

Part  IL    Cranmoor. 

William  Moon  1823  40    0    0 


June  Tax 
Nofember 


0    91 
0    6i 


40    0    0 


TM 


JntlWx 
Noftabar 


S3 

rfmnber  8< 
AStfcnaorRichud  Duby't. 


Ik    3  30 


ilto 


:se:r~ 


1800 

Nmnber  0. 
ErfteGriOB    1813 
JwtlWe         0    4 

Number  10. 
1884 


FUM. 


:3 


'  1 

0  10 

1 

30 

0  10 
3    0 

30 

3    0 

98 

0    0 

98 

0    0 

II. 

mo 

to         0   9| 

ibw        0    Of 

Number  19. 


TlitBwp. 
BUMUtOt 
MokCoK 

Nofnaifaar 


1808 

1803 

0   H 

0    Oi 

Nnmber  13* 

Mr*  ^vnubIob  ■  Stfwiik 
FkiBdtlQatBNllB       1885 

Nofnaifaar 


11 
11 


9 
8 


••a    1 

Number  14. 

WUoir  BifeelMi^  aid  B«iDMjk*s  8ot 
JoMpkUtClt  1806        8 


JvOeTnc 
WowJwr 


.•3       -i 
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No.  XXXIL 

THE  REPORT  of  the  COMMITrEE  of 
the  Board  appointed  at  a  General  April 
Meeting  of  the  Honourable  Corporation 
of  BEDFORD  LEVEL,  to  enquire  into 
the  general  Liability  of  the  Corporation. 


The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  extend  their  en- 
qairy,  beyond  the  general  oatline  of  the  liability  of  the 
corporation.  The  application  of  that  liability  to  parti- 
cular works,  is  governed  by  different  circumstances.  To 
some  it  now  remains  in  its  fullest  extent ;  to  others  it  is 
partially  applicable.  In  some  cases  the  alteration  arises 
out  of  a  contract,  between  the  corporation  and  the 
owners  of  the  lands  interested.  In  some,  it  is  a  general 
convenience  to  the  owners  of  the  lands  adjoining. 

The  point  which  was  contended  for  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  upon  the  bill  for  the 
lepair  of  the  lower  end  of  the  barrier  bank  on  the  north 
side  of  the  wash  of  the  Hundred-Feet  River,  and  which  is 
now  agitated  by  the  opponents  of  that  bill,  involves  a 
question  of  the  greatest  importance  to  all  the  owners  of 
adventurers*  lands — whether  the  corporation  are  not 
bound  to  expend  the  last  farthing  of  the  yearly  value  of 
all  the  adventurers'  lands,  before  the  other  fen  lands  in 
the  Bedford  Level  ought  to  be  called  upon  to  contribute 
towards  any  work  of  drainage.  This  is  the  question  the 
committee  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  investigate. 

The  claims  against  the  owners  of  the  adventurers* 

3u 


lations  are  now  of  no  force.    Id  1663  Ibe  pn 
Level  Act  was  passed. 

Hie  decree  of  the  commissioners  of  sev( 
called  the  Lynn  Law,  contains  the  first  coi 
Francis  earl  of  Bedford  would  do  bis  best 
his  own  charge  to  drain  the  said  marsh, 
and  surrounded  grounds,  in  such  manner 
shall  be  fit  for  meadow,  or  pasture,  or  arafa 
years.  But  because  the  said  surrounded  g 
spacious,  and  many  parts  thereof  lie  so  dis 
sea,  and  from  the  several  outfalls,  as  that  it 
to  contrive  the  work  so,  but  that  a  great  pa 
surrounded  grounds  will  be  overflowed  by  s 
until  by  outlets  or  otherwise  the  satne  can  I 
or  otherwise  led  along  to  the  outfklls^  it  ii 
such  overflowings  by  sudden  waters  which 
longer  upon  the  lands  than  in  convenient  I 
may  pass  away  again,  shall  not  be  esteeme 
ing  thereof."  Jnte,  p.  102.  Asa  recompense  fi 
the  earl  of  Bedford  and  the  adventui^rs 
95,000  acres,  one  third  part  of  the  fens  it 
Level.  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  who  h 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  actual  Intc 
parties,  in  his  Discourse  expressly  says,  thi 
to  make  the  fens  summer  lands  only.  Verm 
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iher,  by  such  sufficient  partitions,  dikes,  and  fences,  as 
should  be  necessary  to  convey  away  ihe  rain-water  to- 
wards the  great  drains,  subject  to  the  direclions  of  the 
commissioners  of  sewers.  Ante,  p.  104.  So  that  it  appears 
to  the  committee,  that  the  rivers  and  outfalls  were  to  be 
the  works  of  the  corporation,  and  the  inner  works  to  be* 
long  to  the  individual  owners  of  the  lands. 

The  contract  with  King  Charles  (he  First,  was  to  drain 
the  whole  of  the  Bedford  Level,  together  with  other  fens  ; 
and  he  was  to  take  as  a  recompeoce,  not  only  ihe  9^,000 
acres  decreed  to  Francis  earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  other 
participants,  but  57>000  acres  more  :  and  be  was  to  make 
the  whole  of  the  feus  out  of  which  these  lands  were  taken, 
^'as  well  winter  grounds  as  summer  grounds."  Dugd. 
412.  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  says,  "The  King's  con- 
tract was  to  make  these  lands  winter  lands ;  that  is,  to 
free  them  from  overflowing  the  rivers  aforesaid,  as  far  as 
by  art  can  be  devised."  Verm.  Disc.  6.  The  works  to 
have  been  executed  under  this  contract  were  begun,  but 
not  completed. 

By  the  pretended  act  the  adventurers  were  compelled 
to  make  the  feus  "  winter  grounds  in  such  manner  as  the 
said  rivers  or  any  of  them  shall  not  overflow  the  grounds 
within  the  said  level,  breaches  by  inevitable  accident  only 
excepted.'' ilri^e,  p.  371*  The  circumstances  under  which 
the  adventurers  were  obliged  to  submit  to  these  obliga- 
tions do  not  require  consideration.  The  act  itself,  and 
all  its  stipulations,  are  now  at  an  end,  and  of  no  force. 

All  the  contracts  and  obligations  that  existed  prior  to 
the  passing  of  the  15th  Car.  II.,  the  act  for  settling  the 
draining  of  the  fens,  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  now 
of  no  importance,  otherwise  than  as  they  are  adopted, 
explained,  or  modiBed  by  the  15th  Car.  II.  This  statute 
does  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  make  a  new  con- 
tract, but  to  adopt  the  contract  of  the  Lynn  Law,  with 
some  modifications  and  alterations ;  apd  the  liabilities  of 
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the  corporation  appear  now  to  depend  upon  the  Joint 
construction  of  this  statute  and  the  Lynn  Law. 

The  preamble  of  the  I5tb  Car.  IL  contains  serenl 
matters  to  which  the  general  words  of  the  body  of  the 
aet  appear  to  refer,  and  upon  which  tlie  constnictioo  of 
those  general  word»  in  the  Judgment  of  the  committee 
depends.  It  recites  the  andertaking  or  contract  of  the 
Lynn  Law,  and  the  compensation  which  the  adTentm^ers 
were  to  have  under  that  law.  It  also  recites,  that  the 
adventurers  had  bestowed  great  snms  of  money  for  per- 
fecting the  works  required  by  that  law,  and  that,  aAer 
some  interruptions,  they  proceeded  by  colour  of  a  pre- 
tended act  of  parliament,  **  in  the  completing  and  finish- 
ing the  said  works;  and  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
that  pretended  act  did  adjudge  the  same  drained ;  bat 
the  same  cannot  be  preserved  without  a  , perpetual  coo- 
stant  care,  great  charge,  and  orderly  government*"  Ante, 
p.  386. 

The  undertaking  or  contract  under  the  Lynn  Law  it 
very  different  to  the  obligations  of  the  pretended  act 
The  first  is  a  contract  to  make  the  fens  summer  laods; 
the  other  requires  them  to  be  made  winter  kinds. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that  when  the  15  Car.  II. 
was  passed,  the  adventurers  were  considered  as  acting 
under  the  Lynn  Law.  The  preamble  adopts  the  contract 
of  the  Lynn  Law  as  the  foundation  upon  which  the  sta- 
tute proceeds,  but  it  does  not  mention  the  obligations  of 
the  adventurers  under  the  pretended  act.  If  it  had  been 
intended  to  have  followed  the  provisions  of  the  pretended 
act,  those  provisions  would  have  been  stated,  instead  of 
the  conditions  of  the  Lynn  Law.  Both  could  not  have 
stood  together;  and  by  omittins:  the  obligations  of  the 
pretended  act,  and  slating  the  liabilities  under  the  Lynn 
Law,  it  IS  evident  that  the  Lynn  Law  was  intended  to  be 
adopted.  The  preamble  states  that  the  adventurers  pro- 
ceeded by  colour  of  the  pretended  act^  in  finishing  the 
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BTiid  works.  These  words  of  reference  to  the  pretended 
acty  taken  in  their  fullest  sense,  can  have  but  little  weight 
against  the  general  construction  of  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
amble. They  state  only  the  authority  under  which  the 
adventurers  had  last  proceeded,  without  describing  the 
manner  of  proceeding,  or  the  obligations  under  which 
they  stood.  But  if  any  question  could  arise  as  to  the 
reference  to  the  pretended  act,  it  is  decided  by  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  ^*  the  said  works  :"  no  other  works  are 
mentioned  before,  but  the  works  under  the  Lynn  Law ; 
and  the  works  they  so  proceeded  to  complete,  must  con- 
sequently have  been  the  works  they  were  bound  to  exe- 
cute by  that  law.  The  preamble  appears  to  adopt  the 
principle  that  the  adventurers  had  performed  the  first  part 
of  their  contract;  that  they  had  made  and  completed  ail 
the  works  the  drainage  of  the  fens  required^  and  that  the 
commissioners  under  the  pretended  act  had  adjudged 
*'the  same'*  drained.  *'But  the  same  cannot  be  pre- 
served,''  that  is,  that  the  fens  so  drained  cannot  be  pre- 
served without  the  provisions  of  that  act;  and  as  far  as 
the  committee  are  able  to  judge,  the  preamble  considers 
the  future  preservation  of  the  work  so  made,  and  of  the 
level  so  drained,  to  be  the  only  objects  of  the  statute. 
This  construction  appears  to  have  been  adopted  by  the 
legislature  in  passing  the  North  Level  act,  27th  Geo.  II. 
c.  19- ;  and  the  Bond  Act,  29th  Geo.  II.  c.  9* ;  for  the 
recitals  in  the  preambles  of  those  acts  contain  the  con- 
tract under  the  Lynn  Law,  without  the  slightest  refer- 
ence to  the  pretended  act.    Jnte,  p.  527,  633. 

The  different  parts  of  the  15  Car.  IL  applicable  to  the 
question  now  under  consideration,  are  not  numerous  ;  and 
the  committee  think  it  the  best  course  to  cite  them,  and 
to  add  such  remarks  as  appear  to  them  necessary. 

Section  2.  And  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and 
"conservators,*'  ''shall,  and  may  lay  taxes  from 
time  to  time,"  "  for  support,  maintenance,  and  pre- 


759 


760 


APPBNDIX. 

servation  of  the  gr^i^t  level,  and  all  other  thiogt  do, 
to  the  support,  maioienance,  and  preservatioo  of 
the  said  great  level;  and  works  made  and  to  be 
made."  Jtitty  p.  388. 
The  preceding  pari  of  the  same  section  enacts,  that  the 
corporation  "  shall  be'*  a  body  corporate,  •*  shall  have'  a 
common  seal,  ^^  shall  be''  capable  of  being  sned,  flcc.  Bat 
when  it  comes  to  the  most  material  part  of  the  statute, 
the  words  which  are  to  constitute  the  liabilities  and  obli* 
gations  of  the  corporation,  the  words  nsed  are,  ^'  shall 
and  may/'  There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  effect  of 
words,  which  give  a  power  to  do  a  particular  thing;  aad 
words  which  compel  the  parties  to  do  that  particolar 
thing :  when  a  statute  says  that  such  things  shall  be  done, 
and  as  to  others  gives  the  parties  a  power  to  do  tbeni, 
^^  shall  and  may"  appear  to  be  sometimes  imperative,  and 
sometimes  giving  authority  only.  But  if  it  were  meant 
by  the  statute,  that  *^  shall  and  may''  should  have  the 
same  effect  as  the  words  *'  shall  be,"  *'  shall  have,"  in  the 
preceding  part  of  the  same  section,  the  word  *^  shalP 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  used  alone.  The  words 
being  different,  the  inference  is  that  the  meaning  is  dif- 
ferent ;  and  it  seems  as  if  there  was  a  settled  intention  in 
the  act  to  distinguish  what  the  corporation  were  boond 
to  do,  from  what  they  have  authority  to  do.  In  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Bond  Act,  29th  Geo.  II.  c.  9*>  there  is  the 
following  passage  :  ^'  Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  amongst 
the  creditors  of  the  said  corporation  concerning  the  secu- 
rities they  now  have  for  their  respective  debts,  by  reason 
that  the  said  corporation  have  it  in  their  power,"  "  either 
to  tax  such  parts  of  the  95,000  acres  as  lie  within  the 
Middle  and  South  Levels,  with  very  small  taxes,  or  not  to 
tax  them  at  all."  Antey  p.  638.  This  is  an  express  legisla- 
tive construction  of  the  effect  of  the  words  ^  shall  and 
may;"  and  undar  this  construction  they  are  words  of 
authority,  and  not  imperative,  whereby  the  corporation 
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can  be  compelled  to  pay  a  tax,  beyond  what  the  goveraor, 
bailUTs,  and  conservators  think  it  their  duty  to  impose. 
The  preamble  of  the  North  Level  Act,  27th  Geo.  11.  c.  19* 
states  it  as  a  power  given  to  the  corporation.  Ante,  p.  527 ; 
and  section  t2.  of  the  Bond  Act  enacts  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  corporation  to  tax  the  adventurers'  lands 
in  the  Middle  and  South  Levels,  with  any  further  tax 
^'  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  shall  judge  ne- 
cessary, in  the  same  manner  as  they  might  have  done 
before  the  making  of  this  act.**    Ante,  p.  639* 

If  what  has  been  stated  is  not  sufficient  to  prove  that 
the  words  '^  shall  and  may''  are  not  absolutely  imperative, 
there  ore  other  modes  of  construction  which  may  be 
adopted.  There  is  no  part  of  the  statute  which  defines 
Jthe  kind  or  degree  of  support,  maintenance,  and  preserva- 
tion intended  by  the  words  under  consideration.  The 
preamble  recite  and  adopts  the  Lyon  Law,  which  was  a 
contract  to  make  the  lands  in  the  level  summer  lands. 
It  recites  that  works  were  made  according  to  that  con- 
tract, and  then  sta^tes  the  object  of  the  act  to  be  the 
preservation  of  the  same.  Even  tjje  preamble  does  not 
define  the  degree  of  {M'eservation ;  but  having  adopted 
the  contract  of  .the  Lyn^  Law,  it  is  there  expressed  that 
the  fens  are  to  be  so  preserved,  as  that  they  shall  be 
summer  lands  except  in  case  of  overflowings  by  sudden 
waters.  The  words  Muder  consideration  appear  to  the 
committee  to  have  an  immediate  reference  to  the  pre- 
amble ;  and  if  the  preamble,  by  its  adoption  of  the  Lynn 
Law,  has  so  limited  the  degree  of  preservation,  that  is, 
the  kind  and  degree  otf  support,  maintenance,  and  preser- 
vation required  by  the  statute  itself;  when  the  adventurers 
had  completed  the  works  of  drainage,  and  had  obtained 
possession  of  the  93,000  acres  of  land,  under  a  contract 
to  preserve  the  same  so  drained,  that  became  a  lasting 
obligation  :  and  the  words  of  a  statute  adopting  that 
contract,  and  confirming  that  obligation  by  the  wonk 
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*^  shall  and  may/'  might  so  far  be  held  to  be  imperatif«. 
If  the  contract  be  imperative,  it  is  reasonable  that  the 
statute  adopting  it  shoold  be  equally  imperative  and 
binding.  Under  this  constraction  the  liability  of  the 
corporation  would  be  the  preservation  of  the  works  made 
at  the  time  the  statute  passed,  so  as  to  keep  the  fens 
summer  lands,  sudden  overflowings  or  iocTltable  acci« 
dents  only  excepted ;  and  this  appears  to  the  committee 
the  utmost  length  to  which  that  liability  can  now  be 
extended.  Whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  the  chargei 
which  this  limited  obligation  may  require,  to  that  extent 
the  corporation  may  be  bound  to  tax  the  9^,000  acres, 
whether  it  amount  to  the  full  yearly  value  of  the  whole 
of  those  lands  or  not.  But  this  limited  obligation  is  verjr 
different  to  the  general  obligation  which  has  been  coo- 
tended  for,  that  the  corporation  are  bound  to  do  eveiy 
thing  the  perfect  drainage  of  the  country  may  require. 
It  is  very  different  in  its  object,  and  in  the  extent  of  the 
works  that  would  be  necessary.  It  is  impossible  to  fore- 
tell the  expenses  this  larger  obligation  would  incur.  Tbej 
might  exceed  the  full  yearly  value  of  the  whole  of  the 
95,000  acres.  But  it  is  the  nature  of  the  obligation,  the 
degree  of  preservation,  which  is  the  object  of  the  present 
enquiry ;  and  if  the  limited  obligation  exists,  that  puis  a 
negative  upon  the  larger,  for  they  are  incompatible  with 
each  other,  and  both  of  them  cannot  have  effect. 

Admitting  that  under  the  words  ''  shall  and  may,''  thos 
used,  a  power  is  given  to  the  corporation,  which  they  may 
either  use  or  not,  as  they  please;  admitting  that  the 
statute  leaves  the  liabilities  of  the  adventurers  exactly  as 
they  were,  and  as  if  no  such  statute  as  the  15th  Car.  IL 
had  passed,  then  what  would  be  the  liabilities  of  the  cor- 
poration i  Under  the  Lynn  Law  the  adventurers  took  the 
95,000  acres  upon  certain  conditions,  and  they  may  be 
now  bound  to  fulfil  those  conditions.  By  the  effect  of 
that  law,  and  without  any  reference  to  the  statute,  those 
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conditions  may  constitute  the  present  liabilities  of  the 
corporation ;  and  then  the  liabilities  of  the  corporation 
woald  be  exactly  what  are  described  above, — to  keep  the 
fens  summer  lands,  sudden  overflowings  or  inevitable 
accidents  only  excepted. 

The  power  of  making  new  works  creates  no  difference 
as  to  the  liabilities  of  the  board.  The  words  are  clearly 
authoritative  only,  and  not  imperative.  They  give  the 
corporation  a  power,  but  do  not  create  an  obligation ; 
and  they  have  consequently  no  bearing  on  the  question 
under  consideration. 

If  the  corporation  had  been  bound  under  all  circum- 
stances, to  have  done  every  thing  the  perfect  drainage  of 
the  level  would  have  required,  the  corporation  would  have 
been  bound  to  have  made  all  the  mills  and  interior  drains 
and  works,  throughout  the  whole  level. — The  necessity 
of  draining  by  mills  was  very  soon  ascertained ;  but  the 
committee  have  not  found  that  any  attempt  was  at  any 
time  made  to  subject  the  corporation  to  the  expense  of 
making  or  supporting  them.  No  single  farm  can  be 
drained  without  ditches,  and  yet  no  person  is  to  be  found, 
who  will  seriously  contend  that  the  15th  Car.  II.  compels 
the  corporation  to  make  or  maintain  those  ditches.  The 
Lynn  Law  says.  The  owners  shall  divide  and  sever  their 
lands  by  such  suiBcient  partition  dikes  and  fences  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  convey  the  rain  water  to  the  great  drains; 
Ante,  p.  104.  This  is  not  altered  by  the  15th  Car.  II.  and 
seems  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  general  usage  of  the 
country  as  to  their  interior  works.  The  committee  believe 
that  this  usage  has  been  general  and  uniform  from  the 
time  of  passing  the  act,  and  that  it  shews  the  general 
opinion  that  for  such  works  the  corporation  was  not 
liable ;  and  that  consequently  the  corporation  were  not 
bound  to  do  every  thing  the  perfect  drainage  of  the 
country  would  require. — When  mills  for  drainage  were 
first  erected,  they  were  considered  as  occasioning  an  in- 
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jury  to  the  general  draioage  by  cieatuig  a  cnireot  across 
the  course  of  the  rivers,  and  by  throwing  into  them  great 
qaantities  of  mud.  It  was  frequently  made  a  question 
before  the  corporation,  whether  the  owners  should  not  be 
prevented  from  having  mills,  or,  if  they  had  them,  that 
they  should  be  so  placed  as  not  to  injure  the  corporation 
drains.  Without  mills  it  had  become  impossible  to  drain; 
«nd  if  the  corporation  had  been  bound  to  have  built 
ihem,  the  question  before  the  corporation  would  have 
been  very  different*  Section  50  enacts  that  the  corpora- 
tion shall  not  be  answerable  for  any  loss  or  damage  that 
may  happen  from  breaches  of  banks.  AnUf  p.  4S2.  The 
danger  of  breaches  of  banks  in  times  of  flood  is  almost 
ihe  only  danger  that  now  remains.  In  every  country  and 
district  it  is  the  ^at  object  to  be  secure  against  that 
danger.— It  would  seem  that  when  the  15th  Car.  II.  was 
obtained,  it  was  thought  unavoidabLe.  The  corporation 
afe  not  bound  to  prevent  or  remedy  the  danger  of  such 
an  occurrencej  and  they  are  consequently  not  bound  to 
do  every  thing  the  perfect  drainage  and  security  of  the 
country  now  requires. 

Section  13  enacts  that  the  ^*  corporation  shall  and 

may,  from  time  to  time,  erect  any  new  works  within 

the  said  Great  Level,  or  without  the  said  Great  Level, 

for  conveying  the  waters  of  the  said  Great  Level  by 

convenient  outfalls  to  the  sea.*'     Ante,  p.  396. 

The  words  of  this  section  fall  within  the  observations 

already  made,  both  as  to  the  effect  of  the  words  "  shall 

and  may,"  and  as  to  the  new  and  old  works.     They  give 

the  corporation  a  power  within  or  beyond   the  Level. 

They  give  them  a  power  that  reaches  the  outfalls,  the 

most  essential  of  all  works  of  drainage ;  but  they  in  no 

respect  alter  the  effect  of  the  words  in  the  second  section, 

upon  which  the  liability  of  the  corporation  depends. 

Section  4  enacts  that  2,000  acres,  vested  in  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  shall  be  holden  ^'  subject  never- 
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thelesB  with  the  residue  of  the  95,000  acres  in  ec|ual 

proportions,  to  all  taxes  and  charges  necessary  and 

conducing  to  the  preservation  of   the  said  Great 

Level  from  drowning."     Jnte,  p.  SSQ. 

These  words  appear  intended  as  a  description  of  the 

liabilities  contained  in  the  second  section.     They  are 

equally  general,  and  leave  the  degree  of  preservation 

equally  undefined.     The  preamble  and  the  second  section 

mention  preservation  generally,  or  that  the  level  is  to 

be  preserved  drained  according  to  the  Lynn  Law ;   and 

preserved  from  drowning  appears  to  the  committee  to  be 

equal  in  effect  to  preserved  drained,  and  to  make  no 

difference  in  the  construction  of  the  statute.    They  have 

the  same  reference  to  the  preamble,  and  mean  that  the 

fens  are  to  be  preserved  from  drowning,  in  the  manner 

prescribed  by  the  Lynn  Law. 

The  adventurers  under  the  Lynn  Law  expended  very 
large  sums  of  money  in  carrying  their  contract  into  exe- 
cution ;— it  is  said  100,000/.  Verm.  Disc.  2.  When 
Charles  the  First  became  the  undertaker,  the  old  adven- 
turers were  very  much  oppressed,  and  many  of  them 
ruined  by  the  speculation.  When  the  pretended  act  was 
obtained  many  of  the  old  adventurers  were  superseded  by 
new  ones,  and  the  losses  upon  the  first  speculation  were 
very  much  increased.  By  the  time  the  15th  Car.  H.  was 
obtained,  the  old  and  new  adventurers  appear  to  have 
expended  between  five  and  six  hundred  thousand  pounds 
upon  the  works  of  the  level;  Dodson's  Design,  12. — ^The 
committee  have  no  doubt,  but  that  the  money  then  ex- 
pended much  exceeded  the  full  value  at  the  lime  of  the 
fee  simple  of  the  whole  of  the  95,000  acres  of  land,  the 
adventurers  had  taken  as  their  recompense  for  the  ander- 
taking.  These  circumstances  were  capable  of  proof  ie 
1663,  when  the  15th  Car.  IL  was  obtained ;  and  this  was 
perhaps  the  reason  why  the  full  obligations  of  the  pretended 
act  were  not  dien  adopted  and  fixed  upon  the  adventurers. 
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If  the  speculation  was  worth  more  than  95,000  acres  to 
King  Charles  the  First,  it  was  so  to  the  adventurers  ;  and 
there  appears  to  be  a  hardship  in  the  pretended  act^  in 
obliging  the  adventurers  to  make  the  fens  winter  lands, 
when  their  contract  was  to  make  them  summer  lands  only; 
or,  if  by  that  act  the  increased  obligation  was  fixed  upon 
them,  they  ought  to  have  had  a  recompense  exceeding  the 
05,000  acres.  The  inference  from  the  circumstances  as  they 
now  appear  is,  that  the  95,000  acres  were  not  considered 
as  more  than  equivalent  to  the  works  to  be  executed  and 
the  risk  to  be  incurred.  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuyden  had 
agreed  to  contract  for  90,000  acres ;  and  afterwards  re- 
fused to  proceed  unless  he  had  95,000.  Ante,  p.  101.  In 
1622  King  James  the  First  proposed  to  become  the 
undertaker,  and  be  was  to  have  120,000  acres.  Jlnie,  p.  99* 
Under  the  Waldersea  Drainage,  which  took  place  in 
1607#  the  adventurers  received  as  a  recompense  two 
thirds  of  the  whole  of  the  lands  drained.  The  adven- 
turers of  Deeping  Fen,  the  drainage  of  which  took  place 
about  the  year  I66O,  had  one  third  by  their  original  con- 
tract, which  was  afterwards  increased  to  one  half;  but 
the  Bedford  Level  advenlurers  had  only  one  third;  and 
whatever  was  at  first  the  opinion,  the  result  has  proved, 
that  it  was  a  most  disadvautageous  bargain  for  the  ad- 
venlurers. If  the  liabilities  of  the  corporation  went  the 
full  length  of  fixing  upon  the  adventurers  every  expense 
the  perfect  drainage  of  the  level  would  require,  and  of 
making  their  lands  chargeable  to  the  last  farthing  of 
their  present  yearly  value,  it  would  be  a  case  of  extreme 
hardship  and  oppression.  When  the  full  value  of  the 
fee  simple  of  the  lands  taken  by  the  adventurers,  was 
exhausted  by  the  works  for  the  preservation  of  the  re- 
maining two  third  parts,  value  was  received  for  the  value 
given ;  and,  considering  the  causes  which  obstructed, 
and  the  powers  which  overbore  the  first  adventurers, 
more  could  not  in  justice  be  required,  whatever  might 
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be  the  nature  of  the  contract.  In  the  construction  of  a 
contract  that  requires  the  value  again  and  again,  the 
words  would  be  examined  with  the  greatest  exactness ; 
and  nothing  but  the  most  express  stipulations  would 
under  such  circumstances  be  held  to  be  obligatory.  If 
it  be  open  to  any  doubt  whether  the  construction  of  the 
words  of  the  contract  under  the  Lynn  Law,  and  of  the 
I5th  Car.  II.  inclined  to  a  limited  obligation,  or  to  the 
great  obligation  which  would  swallow  up  the  whole  of 
the  lands,  the  justice  of  the  case  would  turn  the  scale  in 
favour  of  the  limited  obligation;  but  in  the  judgment 
of  the  committee  there  is  no  such  doubt.  It  is  clearly 
an  obligation  limited  and  confined  by  the  degree  of  pre- 
servation and  drainage  required  by  the  Lynn  Law. 

The  committee,  in  stating  the  result  of  the  considera- 
tion they  have  given  the  subject,  have  mentioned  the 
93,000  acres  generally, — ^but  twelve  thousand  acres  out 
of  the  95,000  acres  were  taken  by  the  King ;  and  by  the 
15th  Car.  II.  the  tax  upon  these  12,000  acres  cannot  ex- 
ceed two  shillings  an  acre ;  Ante,  p.  424 :  unless  they  are 
made  liable  to  a  further  tax  by  the  Bond  Act:  and  by 
the  first  North  Level  Act,  27th  Geo.  II.  c.  19.  the  tax 
upon  the  adventurers'  lands  in  the  North  Level  cannot 
exceed  a  tax  and  a  quarter^  and  so  in  proportion  upon 
the  part  of  the  12,000  acres  which  lies  in  the  North 
Level ;  Ante,  p.  54<J ;  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  the 
tax  to  which  the  remainder  of  the  95,000  acres  may  be 
subject. 

Considerable  difficulties  arose  as  to  the  mode  of  tax- 
ing the  95»000  acres;  and  in  1668  an  act  was  passed 
called  the  Tax  Act,  20th  Car.  II.  and  under  that  act 
the  83,000  acres  remaining  lo  the  adventurers  after  the 
12,000  acres  were  given  to  the  King,  are  divided  into 
eleven  different  sorts,  according  to  the  value  of  each  in 
1668;  and  when  what  is  called  a  single  tax  is  laid,  the 
worst  sort,  according  to  the  value  in  1668,  pays  four- 
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ment  of  the  taxes.  If  the  system  of  iocreasiDg  the  tax 
upon  the  good  lands,  and  losing  the  tax  upon  the  in- 
ferior, were  pursued,  their  whole  value  would  soon  be 
exhausted,  and  the  existence  of  the  tax  at  an  end.  It 
does  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  have  been  a  ques- 
tion before  the  corporation,  to  what  extent  they  ought 
to  have  pushed  the  increase  of  the  tax,  or  to  what  extent 
they  were  bound  to  do  it.  IF  they  had  advanced  it,  they 
might  frequently  have  suffered  more  by  the  loss  upbn 
the  inferior  lands,  than  they  could  have  gained  from  the 
better  lands ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  tax  one  without  the 
other,  or  to  alter  the  sorts  and  degrees  established  by  the 
Tax  Act.  Under  these  circumstances  a  limit  has  been 
set  to  the.  liabilities  of  the  corporation,  for  they  could 
not  be  obliged  to  expend  more  than  they  could  raise. 
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The  Tax  Act  will  always  have  a  similar  eifect,  and  will 
always  prevent  the  adventurers'  land  from  being  taxed 
beyond  a  limited  point.  But  the  subject  the  committee 
have  endeavoured  to  consider  and  explain  is  the  general 
liability  of  the  corporation,  arising  out  of  the  Lynn  Law, 
and  the  13th  Car.  II.;  and  that  liability  cannot  be  ex- 
ceeded, in  whatever  degree  it  may  fall  short  of  the  prac- 
tical limitation  created  by  the  operation  of  the  Tax  Act. 

Bardlet. 

Geo.  Jbntns. 

Thos^  Page* 

Rd.  Greaves  Townley.  . 

William  Adam. 

J.  Thurlow  Dering. 

Geo.  Maxwell. 

Robert  Bevill. 

At  a  Board  held  at  the  Fen  Office  on  Friday  the  Idth 
day  of  May,  1810,  the  above  Report  was  received, 
approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Wm.  Saffery,  Register. 
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GENERAL  ACTS. 

Ai  to  ihe  Corporation. 

f  General  Drainage  Act^  43  Eliz.  ell. 
The  prelended  Act  passed  during  the  Commoowealtb. 
f  15  Can  2.  c.  17* — Foundation  Act. 
t  20  Car.  2.  c.  8.— Tax  Act. 
t  1  Jac.  9.  c.  21. — Repeal  of  General  Inclosor 

Clause  in  15  Car.  2. 
t  29  Geo.  2.  c.  Q.— First  Bond  Act. 
f  12  Geo.  d.  c.  9.— Second  Bond  Act. 

1 24  Geo.  2.  c.  23 First  Stile  Act. 

t  25  Geo.  2.  c.  30.— Second  Stile  Act. 
1 23  Geo.  3.  c.  25.— Turf  Act. 
N.  B.  The  ahove  are  fully  inserted  in  the  for^^ing  Appeodii 
N.  B.  By  a  standing  order  of  the  board,  all  acts  ofParliamei 
for  drainage^  bridges,  roads,  ports,  canals,  and  iudoaure^  c 


»SKBaAS.  ACTSr — Rivers. 

for  other  matters  affecting,  in  riny  degree,  tbe  BedforJ XcveTT 
are  to  contain  a  clayse  reserving  the  entirety  of  tbe  rights  and 
{>owerd  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation. 
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Eireri. 
Brandon.— J  22  Car.  2.  c.  7. 

•  50  Geo.  3.  c,  l6fl. 
Cam.— t  I  Ann  Stat,  2.  c.  I  h 

•  5i  Geo.  c,fil4, 
Ouzc— t  6Geo.  Kc.  «9. 

This  act  contains  (he  followiog  clause  as  to  the  corporation  : 
"  And  for  the  better  government,  use,  and  regulation  of  ihe 
said  new  stanch  or  new  work  so  to  be  erected^  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act ;  and  for  pre- 
vention of  any  mischiefs  and  incon^'eniences  which  may  ensue 
to  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level,  and  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Ouse,  and  other  the  navigations  and 
works  of  draining  within  the  said  Great  Levels  as  well  from 
inundations  in  times  of  floods,  as  scarcity  and  want  of  water 
in  dry  seasons »  or  any  other  emergencies  j  and  also  for  the 
prevention  of  any  abuses  or  ill  uses  to  be  made  of  the  said 
stanch  nnti  work^  and  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  given 
to  the  said  Henry  Ashley,  hia  heirs  and  assigns  i  and  for  the 
more  cO'ectual  improving  and  preserving  the  navigation  of  ihe 
said  liver  from  the  town  of  St.  Ives^  to  the  port  of  Lynn^  and 
of  the  waters  within  the  same,  from  being  diverted  out  of  the 
natural  current  of  the  said  river :  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  six  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon  for  the  time  beings  to  be 
yearly  named  and  appointed  at  the  general  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace  held  for  the  said  county  next  after  Easter,  and  a  like 
number  of  the  commissioners  of  sewers  witbin  the  said  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens,  to  be  yearly  appointed  by  the  governor, 
bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservators  of 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  at  their  meeting  in  April,  shall 
be  and  ihey  are  hereby  constituted  commi^sionerSj  as  well 
for  the  government,  use,  and  regulation  of  the  said  stancK 
and  new  work,  as  for  the  prevention  <*f  the  mischiefs  and 
inconveniences  before  mentioned,  and  preservation  of  the  navi- 
gation and  waters  of  the  said  river*  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  fi%*e  or  more  of  them,  of  which  number 
two  at  least  to  be  of  the  number  appointed  by  the  said  justices 
fur  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon,  and  not  less  than  two  of 
the  number  appointed  by  the  commissioners  of  sewers  within 
the  said  Great  Level,  shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  assemble 
and  meet  together,  when,  where,  and  as  often  as  they  shall  sec 
occasion  \  and  the  major  part  of  tliem  so  assembled,  shall  make 
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\mUt  4Kwmi^  Mg:wrfB  tm--^^^^ 
meaDing  of  this  ad,  m^ttitlkftfUimmkm  of  tteiiid  i 

mid  inciTmeniencc?  and  preserv.ition  of  the  atLid  n;n  i^Hiian  ar 
iiTer,  Mxd  waters  therein,  aod  otherwise  touchiDg  tbe  premissc 
und  by  and  under  sucb  reasonable  pains  and  penaltie^j  as 
tbcm  shall  seem  meet  and  convenient ;  and  shall  enforce  tl 
due  execnVion  of  the  ^ame  b^  all  such  lawful  wajs  and  men 
as  the  said  eo m m is jii oners  of  sewers  wjthtn  the  said  Gtt 
Level  J  or  any  other  commissioners  of  sewcrsj  by  ferce  nnd  virt 
of  any  powers  and  authoriiiea  to  them  in'^en,  or  by  any  la' 
now  in  force  relating  to  comraisai oners  vf  sewerSj  can  or  m 
lawfully  do  ^  the  firit  meettn^  of  the  said  commissiooert  to 
at  the  said  town  of  Saint  Ives  in  the  said  county  of  Uuntjugdgi 

f  80  Geo.  B.  €.  ^S.    — ^— ^^""^-^ 


By  this  act  the  corporatlflB  m  €!illff6mwA  ItmotniDate  i 
aint,  at  their  general  annual  April  meeting,  thrre  perscms 
Im  oomniissiontTS,  fur  one  year  only,  from  the  day  of  «i 
JMM^ting,  provided  that  such  nomination  or  appointment  bI 
%t:tDade  under  their  common  seal,  and  certified  by  l heir  rcgti 
4fk  the  cl^rk  of  the  said  commiasiouera^  witkiti  fburteeu  4 
utaking'  the  same. 


^^  Brmk.— t  35  Geo.  3.  c.  77* 

'  Jhi  ddil  iisl' file  ^^ffiriwifc^Tii'tHyi  IniteM  ivi  cuiiiiiiiTi 
eatis^  gaoget  to  be  placed  upon  eemiii  flmi<^  and  bnd^ 
erect  an  additional  pair  of  gates  at  Denver  Sluice,  and  to  e 
staunches,  pound  locks^  or  pen  sltiices  at  certain  places  the 
mentioned^  and  such  other  locks,  staunches^  sluices  or  o 
works  as  should  be  directed  bj  the  epgineers  appointed  bj 
act 

And  the  commissioners  for  drainage  are  to  Taiy^  alter 
regulate  the  said  gages,  staunches,  poand  locks  or  pen  ^t 
in  such  manner  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  directed  by  t 
engineers ;  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  corporation  of  fiec 
Level  and  by  the  commissioners  of  drainage  jointly ;  one  c 
by  the  commiesioners  for  navigation  ;  and  the  Uiiid  by  the 
two  engineers  :  which  ebb  doors,  staunches,  povnd  locks  oi 
sluices  shall  be  kept  and  regulaled  under  the  siaaagemeni 
direction  of  such  person  or  iiersons  as  shall  from  time  to 
be  appointed  by  the  corporation  of  Bedford  Level,  (k 
salary^  not  exceeding  202 ,  is  to  be  paid  by  the  commissione 
drainage)  but  those  sluices  are  to  be  shut  at  certain  times,  i 
a  penalty;  and  upon  every  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  si 
keepers  so  to  do,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  two  or 
commissioners  for  navigation  assembled  at  andi  slaice>  d 
eauaa  the  tame  to  be  shut. 
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This  act  also  contains  the  following  clause  as  to  the  corpo- 
ration : 

"  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  for  the  improvement  of  the  To  compel  the 
drainage  and  navigation  intended  to  be  improved  by  virtue  of  Bedford  L«yel 
this  act,  that  the  river  called  the  New  Bedford  or  Hundred  Feet  ^"^tThT 
River,  from  Earith  tu  Denver  Sluice,  now  in  the  charge  of  the  Hundred  Feet 
corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level,  Riven 
and  also  the  river  Ouze  from  Denver  Sluice  aforesaid  to  Eau 
Brink,  should  be  scoured,  cleansed,  and  deepened  in  a  regular 
and  uniform  manner,  consistent  with  the  depth  of  the  intended 
new  river  or  cut,  and  the  said  Bedford  Level  corporation  have 
consented  and  agreed  to  do  and  perform  the  said  work  from 
Earith  to  Denver  Sluice  ;  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  That 
the  said  corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bed- 
ford Level  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the 
passing  of  this  act^  scour^  cleanse,  and  deepen,  or  cause  to  be 
scoured,  cleansed,  and  deepened  the  said  river  called  the  New 
Bedford  or  Hundred  Feet  River,  from  Earith  to  Denver  Sluice 
aforesaid,  in  a  regular  and  uniform  manner,  consistent  witH  the 
depth  of  the  said  intended  new  river  or  cut,  and  shall  cause  all 
obstructions  therein  to  he  removed  as  far  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  banks  and  of  the  bridges  across  the  same ; 
and  that  the  said  commissioners  for  drainage  shall,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  scour,  cleanse, 
and  deepen^  or  cause  to  be  scoured,  cleansed,  and  deepened,  the 
said  river  Ouze  from  Denver  Sluice  to  the  place  near  Eau  Brink 
aforesaid,  where  the  said  intended  new  river  or  cut  is  to  branch 
out  therefrom,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  done  on  a  regular 
section,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  aforesaid  Sir  Thomas  Hyde 
Page  and  Robert  Mylne,  or  such  other  engineers  as  aforesaid, 
and  that  all  obstructions  therein  shall  be  removed  as  fiur  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  banks  and  of  the  bridges 
across  the  same." 

t  36  Geo.  3.  c.  33. 

•  45  Geo.  3.  c.  72. 

•  56  Geo.  3.  c.  38. 

•  58  Geo.  3.  c.  48. 

•  59  Geo.  3.  c.  79- 

•  2  Geo.  4.  c.  74. 
Nene  to  Peterborough. 

J  \2  Ann  Stat.  «.  c.  7. 
t  11  Geo.  1.  c.  19. 
t  34  Geo.  3.  c.  85. 
Nene  from  Peterborough  through  March,  &c.  to  Salter's 

Lode. 
3  12 


774  APPBWDfX. 

t  27  Geo.  ft.  c.  12. 
This  act  is  folly  inserted  in  the  foregoing  Appendtir. 

CanaU. 
Wisbech.— t  34  Geo.  3.  c.  92. 

This  act  contains  the  following  very  important  provisioiis  :— 

The  canal  company  arc  compelled  to  make  pound  locks, 
pointing  and  ebb  doors  at  Outwell,  Popham*8  Ban  and  Salter*t 
Lode,  and  gauges  to  be  fixed  thereon,  by  engineers  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Bedford  Level  corporation  and  the  canal  cob- 
pany,  such  locks  and  doors  to  be  under  the  direction  of  a  penoo 
appointed  by  the  Bedford  Level  corporation  (whose  salary,  not 
exceeding  201,,  is  to  be  paid  by  the  company),  bot  to  be  that  it 
certain  times  under  a  penalty,  and  upon  refusal  the  committee 
of  the  company  to  have  power  to  shut  them.  In  case  either 
party  neglects  to  appoint  an  engineer,  then  the  other  to  appcnat 
both. 

Also  if  the  waters  of  the  river  Nene  are  above  the  high  water 
mark  of  the  engineer's  gauges,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tiie 
company  to  run  the  water  through  the  canal  into  the  Wisbedi 
River. 

Also  power  for  the  company  to  drain  lands  of  any  botfiei 
politic  or  corporate,  or  commissioners  of  districts  through  tiie 
canal  to  sea,  but  not  to  raise  the  waters  in  the  canal  above  the 
soil  of  the  adjacent  lands  so  as  to  injure  the  same. 

The  rights  of  the  corporation  and  river  Nene  Commissiooen 
are  reserved  ''  except  such  rights,  powers^  and  authorities  at 
are  by  this  act  expressly  altered  or  taken  away/* 

Stort  and  Cambridge. — *  59,  Geo.  3.  c.  141. 

♦  54  Geo.  3.  c.  16^. 

These  acts  have  never  been  carried  into  effect  for  waat  of 
funds.  The  first  contains  several  important  regulations  as  to 
the  works  of  the  corporation  which  would  have  been  affected 
by  making  the  canal. 

Ports. 
t  Lynn.— 13  Geo.  3.  c.  30. 

♦  Wisbech.— 50  Geo.  3.  c.  206. 
t  Boston 16  Geo.  3.  c.  9.3. 

•  52  Geo.  3.  c.  105. 

Roads. 
Cambridge  to  Ely  and  Littleport,    Downbam^  Soham, 
Haddenham,  Mepal,  &c. 
t  3  Geo.  3.  c.  36. 
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t  5  Geo.  S*  c,  79. 
t  JO  Geo.  S.  c.  97. 

•  44  Geo.  3.  c,  70. 

*  5  Geo.  4.  c.  60. 

This  kbt  act  repeals  nW  the  foreg^oing  acts,  and  contains  the 
fyllovving'  clauses  as  to  the  corporation^  and  also  an  exemption 
from  toll^  **  for  any  limber,  wood,  iron,  etone,  earth,  bricks, 
silt,  or  other  materials,  or  any  implements  or  tolls  to  be  used 
for  the  purfK)3es  of  supporting  any  of  the  works  of  drainage 
already  made  and  marntaiDcd,  or  hereafter  to  be  made  and 
maintained  at  the  cxpence  of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  com- 
monuky  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of 
the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level/' 

*'LV. — And  whereas  part  of  the  road  within  the  said  north  For  keepinjf  op 
district  pusses  over  part  of  the  east  k\nk  of  the  river  Ouze,  be-  the enat  baak of 
iween  fc^cottinf^s  Ferry  and  Brandon  Creek  Bridge,  which  bank  ^^^^i**' 
was  erected  by  the  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the 
company  nf  coniervalors  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called 
Bedford  Level,  and  has  ever  since  its  erection  been  supported 
and  maintained  at  theexpence  of  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and 
coiniuonalty,  and  of  the  commissioners  of  a  certain  district 
protected  by  the  said  bank,  called  Bnnit  Fen  First  District,  and 
the  support  of  the  said  bank  is  of  the  utmost  consequence,  not 
only  to  the  said  di.^trict,  but  to  many  thousand  acres  of  rich  and 
valuable  land  within  the  said  Great  Lc%'el,  which  are  likewise 
protected  thereby  ;  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  provision 
ihould  be  made  for  preventing  the  said  bank  from  being  worn 
down  and  lowered  by  tiie  frequent  passing  of  horses  and  car- 
riages thereon  ;  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  act  the  said  bank  from  Scottings  Ferry  to  Brandon 
Creek  Bridge  shall  be  constantly  «»upported  and  maintained  by 
the  trustees  of  the  said  North  District,  and  the  expences  attend* 
ing  the  same  shall  be  paid  and  defrayed  out  of  the  tolls  arising 
within  the  said  district  by  virtue  of  this  act,  so  that  the  seat  or 
foundation  of  the  said  bank  be  never  less  than  the  present  seal 
or  foundation  thereof,  and  that  the  height  thereof  be  never  less 
than  the  present  height  thereof^  and  in  case  it  shall  at  any  time 
during  the  continuance  of  this  act  happen  that  either  the  seat  or 
the  height  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  less  than  they  are  hereby 
respectively  directed  to  be,  that  then,  on  notice  in  writing  lo  be 
given  to  the  clerk  of  the  fiaid  last-mentioned  trustees,  by  the 
registrar^  superintendant,  or  other  oHicer  of  the  said  governor, 
bailiffs  and  commnnnlty,  they  the  said  last-nientioned  trustees 
shall  give  immediate  orders  to  amend  and  make  up  the  said 
bank  to  the  dimensions  and  height  aforesaid  -,  and  on  failure 
thereof  for  the  Fpace  of  fourteen  tlays  after  such  notice,  it  shall 
be  law^l  for  such  registrar,  superintendant,  or  other  officer  of 
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case  of  immi- 
neDl  dnag^r  of 
a  breiicb  of  ibu 
tRid  bank  from 
Slid  den  fluods. 


the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonally,  to  ciiu«e  the  Mid 

bank  to  be  made  of  the  dimension  and  height  afore&aid  ;  aodlt 
shall  be  lawful  for  savh  registrar  to  draw  upoo  the  then  iph- 
surer  to  the  said  laat-mentloncd  trustees  for  the  expentes  iMtk 
shnll  have  been  incurred  in  doing  such  work,  which  expcmi 
such  treasurer  is  liercby  required  to  pay  out  of  any  oicmiei 
which  shall  then  be  in  hia  hands  5  and  in  case  there  »haH  not 
then  be  suflicient  monies  in  his  hands  to  answer  sneh  eipencr*. 
then  Ench  treasurer  m  hereby  required  to  pay  the  ^aiiic,  or  10 
much  thereof  as  the  monies  then  in  band  will  noiexlcodto 
pay,  out  oK  the  first  motiies  which  shall  come  to  bis  liaxida  fraD 
tolls,  or  otherwise,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  the  said  pfi '^  ' 
acts  of  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  rei«:n  of  his  said 
sent  Mflje<(ty,  or  any  or  either  of  thetn,  in  preference  to 
other  charge  whatsoever  upon  euch  treasurer,  or  ttjKm 
last-raeDtioned  trustees,  and  that  such  treasurer  sball  be  all 
what  he  shall  bo  pay,  in  his  account  with  the  said  last-mcntioj 
trustees. 

"  LVI.— And  whereas  a  breach  may  happen  in  the  saiil  1 

within  the  limits  aforesaid,  by  sudden  land-floods,  and  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  give  power  for  the  timely  pre%*ention  of  the  danger 
which  may  otherwise  arise  therefrom  ;  Be  it  therefore  furtber 
enacted,  That  when  and  as  often  as  the  said  bank  shall  or  may 
happen  to  be  endangered  by  floods,  it  shall  be  Uiwful  for  the 
registrar,  superintendant,  or  other  officer  of  the  said  govcmof, 
bailifF?  and  commonalty,  instantly  to  cause  such  menW  to  be 
used,  and  procure  such  assistance  as  maybe  necessary,  not  only 
for  securing  the  f^aid  bank  from  any  breach,  slip  or  damage*  bat 
also  for  instantly  repairing^  and  amending  such  bank  ia  case 
any  such  breach,  slip  or  damage  shall  have  taken  plarcj  Ktd 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  registrar  to  draw  upon  such  la*i- 
mentioncd  treasurer  for  the  expences  which  shall  have  been 
incurred  in  taking  such  nieanSj  and  providing  such  assistance  st 
last  aforesaid,  which  expences  such  treasurer  is  hereby  repaired 
to  pay  out  of  any  monies  which  shall  be  in  his  bands;  and  in 
case  there  shall  not  then  he  suthcient  monies  in  the  hands  of 
such  treasurer  to  answer  such  expences,  then  he  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  pay  the  same,  or  so  much  thereof,  as  the  monies  tbes 
in  his  hands  will  not  extend  to  pay,  out  of  the  Brst  mooki 
which  ehall  come  to  his  hands  from  tolls,  or  otherwise,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  the  said  recited  acts  of  the  third  auI 
fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  said  present  Majesty,  or  any  or 
either  of  them,  and  in  preference  to  any  other  charge  whatso- 
ever upon  such  treasurer,  or  upon  such  last-inentioned  trmteei» 
and  that  such  treasurer  shall  be  allowed  what  he  shall  laj 
in  his  account  with  the  said  last- mentioned  trustees/* 


Tower  rescrrcd       "  LX.— And  whereas  the  part  of  the  said  branch  road 

to  tLe  Bcdtbid    aaid  north-west  district^  from  the  aaid  Wear  Dike  at  the 
Level  corpora - 


endi 
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Halcs's  Droveway  to  the  gnid  flaaling  bridge,  passes  along  or  flon  for  the 
jidjoins  the  back  furrland  of  the  barrier  or  great  bank  of  the  proteetiou  of 
said  One  Hundred-feet  River,  ami  across  the  same  bunk  down  n^'^Ha^odrcii^ 
ti>  the  water  J  aad  the  said  bank,  foreland  and  space^j  between  p^^t  River, 
the  sail!  river  and  the  said  wear  dike  are  works  of  the  gover- 
nor, bailiff's  and  commonalty  of  the  coniptiny  of  conservators  of 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  called  the  Bedford  Level,  made 
and  maintained  for  the  preservation  of  the  adjoining  part  of  the 
«aid  Great  Level  from  inundatic^n,  and  are  the  property  and 
freehold  of  the  said  governor,  bailitfi»  and  commtjnalty,  and 
over  which  there  is  now  no  public  right  of  way  ;  He  it  therefore 
further  enacted.  That  the  said  part  of  the  said  road  across  the 
said  bank«  and  the  slopes  tliereof  on  both  $ide!$,  shall  be  made 
nnd  maintained  by  the  said  trustees  of  tlie  saifl  last -mentioned 
district,  in  such  manner  as  that  the  said  bank  where  the  said 
road  crosses  it  slmll  be  at  all  limes  of  sufbcient  strength  and 
lietghc  to  secure  tJ»e  dame  from  the  danger  of  breaking  or  over- 
flowing, and  shall  be  made,  continued  and  preserved  in  such 
form  as  shall  not  obstruct  the  free  passage  of  the  waters  of  the 
«nid  One  Hundred-feet  Hiver,  or  alter  or  affect  the  course 
thereof,  and  if  at  any  time  or  times  the  said  part  of  the  «aid 
bjHik,  where  the  said  road  crosses  it,  shall  be  considered  by  the 
said  go  fern  or,  bailitf*  and  conservators  of  the  said  Bedford  Level 
corpomtion,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  governor 
or  bailiff;*,  or  any  of  them,  be  two,  not  of  huflicient  strength  or 
heigh  tf  or  if  the  slope  of  the  said  road  on  the  river  side  of  the 
said  bank,  down  lo  the  water,  and  where  the  said  floating 
bridge  meets  the  said  road,  be  ma«le,  altered  or  continued  in 
such  a  form»  as  shall  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  goverrror, 
bailiffit  and  conaervators,  or  any  live  or  more  of  them  as  afore* 
said,  prejudice,  alter,  turn  or  obstruct,  or  be  likely  to  prejudice, 
alter,  turn  or  obstruct  the  said  course  of  the  waters  in  the  said 
One  Hundred-feet  River,  or  within  the  said  banks  thereof,  then 
and  in  any  or  either  of  the  said  cases  the  said  governor,  bailiffs 
and  cf)n3ervutors,  or  any  live  or  more  of  them  as  aforesaid,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  strengthen  and  heighten 
the  said  part  of  the  said  bcUik  where  the  t^aid  road  crosses  the 
same,  and  to  alter  and  make  the  said  slope  on  the  river  side  of 
the  said  bank  do\vn  lo  the  water,  in  such  manner  and  form  as 
they  may  from  time  to  time  order  and  direct,  and  the  charges 
and  expences  of  what  shall  from  time  to  lime  be  done  in  pur- 
suance of  the  power  and  authority  hereby  gii^en  to  the  said  go- 
vernor, bailife  and  conservator*,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  said  trui^tees  to 
the  receiver  of  the  said  corporation,  at  his  dwelling-house  or 
office,  within  twenty-one  days  after  demand  thereof  in  writing 
made  by  the  saiit  receiver,  specifying  tlte  amount  thereof  atid 
the  purpose  fur  which  tt  was  expended,  unless  before  the  ex- 
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piimlloii  of  Budh  tweotj-oue  dnji  any  thrte  or  more  d  Out  mat 

kst-mentioned  tnistcet,  or  thdr  treMurar  or  defk  for  the  dim 

bdog,  ahall  object  to  the  amount  of  sndi  chugcs  and  czpcnoes 

and  shall  deliver  a  statement  in  writhig  of  anch  obfeccioiis  U 

the  said  receirer^  and  shall  at  the  same  time  tender  to  and 

raoeiver  so  much  money  as  tiiey  the  said  tnisteea  ahaU  admit  ti 

be  due  in  respectof  sudi  chaigesand  expenees^amianleaasnci 

tender  shall  be  accepted  by  the  said  leedver,  or  unless  any  thrM 

or  more  of  the  said  trustees,  or  their  said  treaaarer  or  detkj 

shall  witiiin  such  twenty-one  days  give  notion  in  writing  to  thi 

said  receiver  of  the  intention  of  the  said  trosteea  to  appeal  U 

the  justices  of  the  peace  acting  fcr  the  Umit  wherdn  and 

chaiges  and  expences  shall  have  been  Incuried^  against  thi 

amount  thereof,  at  their  next  general  quarter  scssfans  of  tb 

peace  (such  notice  to  be  given  at  least  ten  daya  before  sud 

general  quarter  sessions,)  in  whidi  osae  It  shall  be  lawful  fo 

the  said  Justices,  at  thdr  said  general  quarter  sessions  of  th 

peace  assembled,  and  they  are  hereby  requked,  on  proof  of  th 

service  of  such  notice,  to  hear,  a4)od|ga  and  finally  determin 

the  amount  of  sndi  diarges  and  expences,  and  to  award  'snd 

oostsin  the  matter  to  the  parties  as  they  shall  seem  mecii  am 

in  case  the  amount  of  sudi  chargea,  expeneea  and  ooau  (if  an; 

such  costs  shall  have  been  awarded  against  the  appdlant  o 

appellants)  shall  not  be  paid  to  the  said  reodver  at  hia  house  o 

office  aforesaid  within  ten  days  after  demand  thereof  in  writini 

made,  by  the  said  recover,  or  in  case  anch  appellant  or  appd 

lants  shall  not  prosecute  such  appeal,  the  said  recdver  ia  hereb; 

authorised  and  empowered  to  take,  possess  and  enter  vpon  an; 

of  the  tollhouses  and  gates  within  the  sud  north-west  distric 

of  the  said  road  ;  and  place  and  direct  any  person  or  persons  h 

may  appoint  to  receive  and  collect  the  tolls  there  to  be  recdved 

until  the  sum  so  demanded  shall  be  paid,  together  with  all  tb 

expences  incident  to  such  refusal,  entry  and  collection  $   sue 

person  and  persons  so  receiving  and  collecting  the  said  tolls  t 

have  the  same  power  ef  taking,  collecting  and  recovering  th 

same  as  any  of  the  toll-keepers  appointed  by  the  said  trustees. 

Power  reserved       "  LXL— And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  during  any  hig 

to  the  Bedford    flood,  or  the  immediate  expectation  thereof,  the  said  part  of  th 

ti*^iffi^"^'*'   said  bank  where  the  said  road  crosses  it,  shaU  in  the  judgmec 

during  ^        ^^  ^^®  superintendant  or  officer  of  the  said  Bedford  Level  coi 

fioodi.  poration,  having  the  care  of  the  said  bank,  be  insecure,  or  nc 

of  sufficient  height  or  strength,  such  superintendant  or  office 

is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  fo  strengthen  and  heightc 

the  said  part  of  the  said  bank,  so  as  to  make  the  same  secui 

for  the  time ;  and  the  charges  and  expences  for  what  shall  t 

so  done  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  trustees,  and  recovered,  if  » 

paid  on  demand  thereof  made  by  such  receiver  as  aforesaid,  i 

the  same  manner  as  is  above  directed,  as  to  the  charges  of  wb 
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may  be  done  to  eecure  the  said  part  of  the  eald  bank  under  the 
direction  of  the  said  governor,  bailiflfs  and  consenrators,  or  any 
five  or  more  of  them  as  aforesaid. 

"  LXII, — And  whereas  the  part  of  the  said  bank  of  the  said  Cuts,  dnins. 
One  Hundred  feet  River,  from  the  end  of  Bates's  Drove  way  to  •"<!  tuMeU  be- 
the  said  floating  bridge,  might  be  rendered  insecure,  if  cuts,  ^^"juid  thT' 
drains  or  tunnels  were  improperly  made  on  any  part  of  the  land  One  Hundred' 
between  the  said  bank  and  the  said  Wear  Dike ;  Be  it  therefore  fur-  Feet  River, 
ther  enacted,  That  if  any  cut,  drain,  tunnel  or  other  work  shall  at 
any  time  or  times  be  there  made  by  the  said  trustees,  which  in 
the  judgment  of  the  said  governor,  bailiflfs  and  conservators,  or 
any  five  or  more  of  them  as  aforesaid,  shall  render  the  said 
bank  insecure,  or  occasion  or  be  likely  to  occasion  soakage 
through  the  same,  the  said  governor, .  bailiffs  and  conservators, 
or  any  five  or  more  of  them  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  fill  up  the  same,  and  to  take  up  such  tunnels 
and  make  good  the  places  from  whence  the  same  were  taken, 
and  the  charges  and  expences  thereby  incurred  shall  be  paid  by 
the  said  trustees,  and  the  same  shall  be  demanded  and  recovered 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  above  directed,  as  to  other  charges 
and  expences  to  be  paid  by  the  said  trustees  to  the  said  receiver 
of  the  said  corporation.** 

St.  Ives  to  Chatteris  Ferry, 
t  1  Geo.  2.  Stat.  2.  c.  4. 
t  14  Geo.  2.  c.  14. 
t  5  Geo.  S.  c.  53. 

•  88  Geo.  S.  c.  5. 

•  1  Geo.  4.  c.  79. 
March  to  Wisbech. 

t  3  Geo.  2.  c.  24. 
t  22  Geo.  2.  c.  34. 
Chatteris  Ferry  to  Wisbech,  Tyd,  and  Downham. 
t  5  Geo.  3.  c.  83. 
t  7  Geo.  3.  c.  100. 
t  26  Geo.  3.  c.  133. 

•  47  Geo.  3.  sess.  2.  c.  52. 

•  9  Geo.  4.  c.  73. 

The  last  act  rejieals  all  the  foregoing  acts,  and  contains  the 
following  clauses  as  to  the  corporation,  and  also  an  exemption 
from  toll,  for  any  beast  drawing  any  vessel  or  carriage  carrying, 
or  going  empty  to  carry,  or  returning  empty  from  carrying,  any 
materials  or  implements,  or  tools,  for  maintaining  or  repairing 
any  of  the  corporation  banks,  or  drawing  any  machine  for 
deepening,  roding,  or  cleansing  any  river  or  drain  adjoining  or 
near  the  said  roads,  or  for  any  beast  ridden  by  any  officer  or 
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Certnla  bridges 
to  be  rrpHirfd 
under  llic  di-^ 
rctrtiun  of  the 
Bedrord  Lev«l 
C(?q»ur«tiari, 


As  to  Tong's 
DnOn  bridge. 


^servant  of  the  Bedford  Level  cDrporatbiij  when  ftctuatlj  em- 
ploy etl  in  the  busiiiess  of  th*j  said  corporation. 

"And  ivhereas  the  mni  road  between  the  towns  of  ChatteriJ 
and  Wisbech  Saint  Peter's  aforeasud  i*  carried  over  the  bridge 
called  t-artcr*a  Bridge,  over  Vermuyden's  Dram  or  the  Forty 
Feet,  over  a  bridge  cnlkd  Stud  bridge  ici  Studbridgr  Drove,  the 
bridge  over  Moor's  Dram  or  the  Twenty  Feet^  and  the  bridge 
over  lieviU  fi  Leam,  all  which  brhlgei  formerly  belong«:d  to  and 
were  repaired  by  the  governor^  bailiffs  and  comanonalty  of  the 
eompany  of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fen«  calletl 
Bedford  Lfcvet,  but  under  the  praviaions  of  the  iaid  acta  here^ 
by  repealed  have  been  niaiolained  and  repaired  at  the  eitpence 
of  the  said  trustees  z  Be  it  enacted^  That  from  the  commence- 
meat  of  ihb  act  and  thenceforth  during  the  continuance  there- 
of, all  the  said  bridges  shall  be  maiatained  aod  repaired  under 
the  direction  and  insfiection  of  the  ear}>oration  ofiicers  in  whose 
district  the  said  bridges  are  situalej  so  often  as  shall  he  necessary^ 
at  the  sole  expenee  of  the  trustees  of  this  act,  out  of  the  tolls  that 
shall  be  raised  thereby  |  and  if  the  f>aid  trustees  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  repair  any  of  the  said  bridges  being  out  of  repair  for 
the  space  of  ten  d^iys  aft«r  notice  given  to  their  clerk,  in  writing 
specif)  ing  the  particular  bridge  which  wnnts  re  pair ,  such  notiee 
to  be  given  under  the  hand  of  the  officer  of  tbe  Bedford  Level 
eorporation  for  the  time  being  within  whose  dlstriet  the  said 
bridge  so  wanting  re^mir  eball  besituale>  and  left  with  the  col- 
lector of  rhc  loU-gate  which  shall  be  nearest  to  the  said  bridge 
lo  wanting  to  be  repaired,  and  in  case  there  shall  be  two  loU- 
gatea  at  equal  dl^ti^nces  from  the  said  bridge  theo  with  either 
of  the  collecioraof  the  said  tolls  at  either  of  the  saif!  gutes^  that 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  goverBor,  bailifls  and  conser- 
vators of  the  said  corporation,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them, 
whereof  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  or  any  of  them  to  be  two, 
forthwith  to  direct  the  repair  thereof,  and  so  soon  as  (he  same 
shall  be  repaired  the  said  governor  or  bailiffil  and  conaerrators 
or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  said  goTemor  or  bai- 
liffs or  any  of  them  to  be  two,  to  order  their  receiver-geoenil 
for  the  time  being  to  draw  on  the  collector  of  the  folk  at  the 
gate  where  the  said  notice  was  left,  for  the  money  laid  out  and 
expended  by  their  ofiicer  in  the  repair  of  any  such  bridge  or 
bridges,  who  shall  out  of  the  first  monies  that  ahall  come  to 
his  hands  by  the  said  tolls  after  the  said  draft  shall  be  so  to  him 
presented,  pay  and  satisfy  the  same,  which  draft  so  paid  shall 
afterwards  be  allowed  in  his  account  as  fully  as  if  the  same  had 
been  by  him  paid  by  order  of  the  said  trustees,  the  said  tolls 
always  to  be  liable  and  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  said 
drafts  prior  to  any  chaige  on  the  same. 

^  And  whereas  the  said  road  between  the  town  of  Wisbech 
Saint  Peter's  and  Downham  Bridge  aforesaid  is  carried  over  the 
bridge  erected  over  the  Tong's  I>rain  at  the  entrance  of  the  said 
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drain  into  Well  Creek :  Be  it  therefore  further  ctiftchMli  That 
from  tlic  commencement  of  this  act  and  thenceforth  during  the 
continuflince  thereof,  ilie  road  over  the  said  bridge,  and  aUo  the 
arch  of  such  bridge  under  the  said  roiul  from  the  ifip  of  the 
springing  walls  of  the  said  arch,  together  with  the  parapeLn  of 
the  same  bridge,  shall  abo  be  maintained  and  reiKiired  so  bfien 
as  shull  be  uecesaary,  at  the  expcnce  of  the  trustees  for  ejtecut* 
ing  this  act,  out  of  the  tolU  to  be  ruii^ed  thereby  under  such  and 
the  like  direction  and  sufH-nntendence,  fin  such  and  the  like  no- 
tices, and  with  such  and  the  like  provisions  in  all  respects  for 
the  repairs  thereof  as  are  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  contained 
with  respect  to  the  repairs  of  the  said  bridges  called  Carter's 
Bridge  and  Stud  Bridge,  and  the  said  bridges  over  Moor's  Drain 
or  the  Twenty  Feet  and  Bcviirs  Leam,  and  in  no  other  mau- 
ner  nor  by  any  other  (icrson  or  persons  whomsoever/* 

'*  And  whereas  by  an  agreement  bearing  date  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  uud  lifty, 
and  made  between  the  governor^  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of  the 
company  of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called 
Bedford  Level  and  the  land-owners  of  Waldersey,  it  was  mu* 
tually  agreed  that  a  certain  piece  of  bank  extending  from  a  cer- 
tain place  formerly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  B^ddvvyn's 
and  since  Hamlyn's  Gull,  unto  a  house  or  site  of  a  house  for- 
merly called  Tower  House,  being  the  bank  or  part  of  the  bank 
of  NV aldersey^  containing  by  estimation  about  two  nvlts,  should 
for  ever  thereafter  at  all  times  be  kept  supported  and  maintained 
at  the  joint  cxpence  of  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  common- 
alty and  the  said  land-owners  of  Waldersey  :  And  whereaji  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  agreement  the  said  bank  wai»  from  the  time 
of  the  date  and  execution  of  the  said  agreement  until  the  pass- 
ing of  the  said  recited  act  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  hii 
said  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  supported  at  the 
joint  cxpence  of  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  cummonalty  and 
the  said  laud  owners  of  Waldersey  :  And  whereas  by  the  pro* 
visions  contained  in  the  said  recited  act  of  the  fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  bis  lale  Majei^ty  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  c*om- 
monahy  and  the  sjiid  bind -owners  of  Waldersey  were  during 
the  continuajice  of  the  same  act  entirely  exonerated  from  the 
charge  and  burden  of  supporting  the  said  bank  :  And  whereas 
part  of  the  said  roads  directed  by  the  said  recited  acts  and  by 
this  act  to  be  repaire<l  passes  direcUy  over  the  said  piece  of  bank 
from  one  end  thereof  to  the  other  :  And  whcieas  by  the  said  re* 
cited  act  passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  ilfigr)  «)f  his  said  late 
mnJQuiY  it  was  enacted.  That  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  com- 
monalty should  from  and  after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ond  t^ixty- seven,  and  during 
the  continuance  of  that  act^  p*iy  unto  the  trustees  for  putting  in 
execution  the  said  recited  act  of  the  fifth  year  of  his  said  late 
iiiigcs(y*s  reign  the  yearly  sum  of  twenty  poimdson  the  days  and 
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tifld^  Id  the  year  In  the  said  now  reciting  act  in  that  behalf 
mentioned »  and  that  the  ouners  for  the  time  being  of  such  cer* 
tain  lands  in  VValdersey  as  had  contributed  to  the  repairs  of  the 
eaift  bank  should  in  like  manner  annually  pay  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds,  which  respective  sums  of  money  should  by  the  said  trus- 
tees be  applied  towrards  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said 
bank  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever  i  and  whereas  the  said 
two  several  annual  sums  of  twenty  pounds  each  were  from  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  said  red  ted  act  in  the  seventh  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  said  late  majesty  and  until  the  |>assin^  of  the  said 
recited  act  in  the  forty-seventh  year  of  the  reigo  of  his  said  late 
majesty  yearly  paid  to  the  said  trustees  by  the  said  gp%^eroor, 
bailifffi  and  commonalty  and  by  the  said  land -owners  in  Walder- 
eey  resjiectively  :  and  whereas  by  the  provisions  of  the  said  re- 
cited act  passed  in  the  forty-seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  said 
late  majesty^  the  said  two  several  yearly  sums  of  twenty  pounds 
each  were  incn?ased  to  the  yearly  sums  of  thirty  pounds  each,  and 
the  said  several  yearly  sums  of  thirty  pounds  each  have  been 
since  annually  [mid  by  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  nnt!  common- 
alty and  liie  said  land-owners  of  Waldersey  to  the  said  trustees* 
an<l  all  the  same  several  v early  sums  of  twenty  pounds  aod^ 
thirty  pounds  each  (together  with  divers  other  sums  of  mo^^H 
to  a  considerable  amount  out  of  the  funds  of  the  said  tnistf^^ 
have  been  wholly  expended  in  and  towiirds  the  support  anil 
maintenance  of  the  said  bank  and  to  no  other  purpose  :  and 
whereas  by  reason  of  the  great  and  heavy  e1tpenc(^s  constantly 
attendant  upon  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  bank, 
it  is  expedient  that  the  said  two  several  yearly  payments  of 
thirty  pounds  each  should  continue  to  be  paid  by  the  said  go- 
vernor, baihffd  and  commonalty  and  by  the  said  land-owners 
ofWalderiey  respectively  to  the  trustees  for  executing  this 
act :  He  it  therefore  enacted^  That  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and 
commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservittors  of  the  Great  Level 
of  the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level  and  the  owners  for  the  limit 
being  of  the  lands  in  Waldersey,  shall  severally  during  the 
tinuance  of  this  act  raise  and  pay  the  respective  sums  of  m^ 
following,  vuJelicet,  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty 
shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  trustees  for  exe- 
cuting this  act  or  to  their  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  the 
yearly  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  half-yei 
on  the  feast  days  of  Suint  Michael  the  Archangel  and  the 
nunciation  of  the  blessed  virgin  Mary,  by  equal  portions  in  c' 
year,  the  first  payment  thereof  to  begin  and  be  made  upon  the 
feast  day  of  Saiut  Michael  the  Archangel  now  next  ensuing  j  and 
that  the  owners  for  the  time  being  of  the  lands  in  Waldersey 
shall  in  like  manner  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  trus- 
tees for  executing  this  act  or  to  their  treasurer  for  the  time 
being,  the  yearly  sum  of  tliirty  poynds,  which  respective  simis  of 
money  shall  by  the  said  trustees  for  executing  tliis  act  be  « 
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townrds  the  eupport  and  main  ten  ance  of  the  eatd  bank  from 

llamlyn's  Gull  to  Towtr  House  uforesaid  and  to  no  other  pur- 
pose whatsoever ;  anil  in  case  the  said  yearly  sum  of  thirty  poumb 
herehy  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  com- 
mon ill  ty,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  behind  and  unpaid  for  the 
space  of  foyrteen  days  next  after  either  of  the  said  days  hereby 
appointed  for  payment  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
trustees  for  executing  this  act  in  the  name  or  names  of  any  one 
or  more  of  them,  or  in  the  name  of  their  treasurer  for  the  time 
being,  to  recover  the  arrears  so  due  in  an  action  on  the  case 
against  the  governor,  badifls  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of 
conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  calle*!  Bedford 
Level,  in  any  of  his  majesty's  courts  of  law  or  in  the  Court  of 
Pleas  for  the  isle  of  Ely  ;  and  in  case  the  said  yearly  sum  of 
thirty  pounds  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  owners  of  the 
said  lands  in  Waldersey,  or  any  part  of  such  last-mentioned  sum, 
shall  be  behind  and  unpaid  during  the  time  aforesaid,  the  same 
shall  and  miiy  in  like  manner  be  recovered  of  the  dikereeve  or 
dikereeves  of  Waldersey  for  the  time  being,  which  Siiid  dike- 
reeve  or  dikereeves  the  said  owners  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  appoint  aimually  for  the  purposes  of  conecting  and 
paying  the  said  last-mentioned  siioi  of  thirty  pounds. 

**  A  ud  whereas  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  bank  is  Dimcu&lousof 
at  all  times  of  the  utmost  consequence,  not  only  for  the  preser-  J^'^'^^JjJcf^ef 
vation  of  the  lands  in  Waldersey  from  inundations  and  overflow-  t,^ncj**tn«f'to 
ings,  but  also  of  a  great  part  of  the  lands  lying  in  the  Great  h^  mjunUiined 
Level  of  the  Fens, which  must  on  every  breach  or  failure  of  the  by  tbc  tnwtecs. 
&aid  bank  be  greatly  overflowed  and  annoyed  with  water,  to  the 
loss  of  many  thousand  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  lands  i  he  it 
therefore  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  act  and  during  the  continuance  thereof,  the  said 
piece  of  bank  from  the  said  place  formerly  called  or  known  by 
the  name  of  Baldwyn's  and  since  Hamlyn's  Gul)^  unto  the 
house  or  site  of  the  house  formerly  called  Tower  House,  shall 
be  constantly  supported  and  maintained  at  the  charge  and  ex^ 
pence  of  the  trustees  for  executing  this  act,  out  of  the  tolls  to 
be  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act  (the  said  trustees  receiving 
annually  from  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  of 
the  company  of  conservators  of  the  said  Great  Level  called 
Bedford  Level  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  and  from  the  said 
land-owners  of  Waldersey  the  like  sum  of  thirty  pounds  to- 
wards the  support  and  maintenance  thereof  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided) so  that  the  seat  or  foundation  of  the  said  bank  within  the 
limits  aforesaid  he  never  less  than  of  the  breadth  of  fifty-one  feet, 
the  height  of  the  said  bank  never  less  than  seventeen  feet,  and 
the  top  of  Ihe  said  bank  never  less  than  of  the  breadth  of  fifteen 
feel ;  and  in  ca^e  it  shall  at  any  time  happen  that  the  seat  or 
foundation  of  the  said  bank  be  less  than  of  the  breadth  of  fifty- 
one  feet,  or  the  height  of  the  said  bank  be  less  than  seventeen 
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m  lhe~Sfeflilth  eif  the  ialtl  bank  on  the  top  thereof  he  leh 
thatl  fifleen  fe^t,  then  on  notice  thereof  t*>  be  given  in  writJng- 
lo  tbe  clerk  of  the  eft  id  trustees,  either  unfkr  the  band  of  tli^ 
ollieer  tor  the  time  being:  of  the  Bedford  Level  corparatlon 
in  whoKe  district  the  said  piece  of  baok  is  or  shall  be  dttsate, 
or  under  the  hands  or  hand  of  the  dikereeves  or  dikereeve  for 
the  time  being  of  W^nldersey,  to  be  left  with  the  collector  of  the 
toils  at  the  gate  nearest  to  wbioh  the  aaid  piece  of  bank  is  or 
fthall  be  »Uuate,  and  in  ease  there  are  or  shall  be  two  toll-gates 
at  equal  distaneej  from  the  sattl  piece  of  bank,  then  with  either 
of  the  collectors  of  the  tolls  at  either  of  the  BtLtd  gates^  the  trus- 
tees shall  give  immediate  orders  to  atn^nd  and  make  up  the 
flftflne  acGorduig  to  the  dimensiuns  aforesaid »  and  on  fail  ore 
thereof  ft>r  the  ppaee  of  ten  dayi  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
offiet^r  of  tbe  Bedford  Lerel  corporation  for  tbe  titiie  beingj 
within  whose  district  the  said  piece  of  bank  is  or  shal!  be  sitn- 
ttte»  or  the  dikereeves  or  dikereeve  for  the  time  beiag  of  \l*aU 
dersey,  to  set  aboiat  the  repair  of  the  smt\  bank  and  to  make  the 
same  equal  to  the  dimensions  aforesaid  ^  and  si>  soon  as  the 
same  shall  be  repair«d  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tbe  said  governor, 
bailiffs  and  conservators  *y  fiv*e  or  more  of  them^  whereof 

the  said  governor  or  bail  any  of  them  to  be  two^  in  case 

the  same  shall  haTc  been  ■  ed  by  the  direction  of  their  oM- ■ 

cer,  to  order  their  reeeivcr~general  for  the  time  being  to  draifH 
on  tVie  collector  of  the  tolls  at  the  gate  where  the  SAid  notice 
was  left,  for  ihe  immey  laid  out  and  expended  in  the  repair 
thereof^  or  in  case  the  aame  shall  have  been  re|«ured  by  the 
dircctitm  of  the  dikereeves  or  dikereeve  of  Walderfey,  then  for 
the  said  dikereeves  or  dikereeve  to  draw  on  the  collector  of  tito 
tolls  At  the  gate  where  the  said  notice  was  left,  for  the  money 
expended  in  the  repair  thereof,  which  collector  shall  out  of  the 
first  monies  that  shall  come  to  his  hands  by  the  said  tolls  after 
either  ef  the  said  drafts  shall  be  t»  hhn  so  presented,  pay  and 
satisfy  the  same,  which  drafts  so  paid  shall  nfterwarth  be  id- 
lowed  in  bis  account  aS  fully  as  if  the  same  had  been  by  hhn 
pak)  by  order  of  the  said  Imstees,  the  said  tolls  always  to  be 
liable  and  applicable  to  tbe  payment  of  the  said  drafts  prior  to 
any  other  charge  on  the  same. 

*'  And  whereas  breaches  hai^  frequently  happened  in  the  said 
bank  for  want  of  immediate  attention  to  the  rise  of  land  floods 
and  timely  assistance  to  preserve  and  support  the  said  bank,  to 
the  drowning  of  many  thousand  acres  of  land ;  and  whereas  in 
case  of  such  accidents  there  may  not  be  time  to  give  notice  to 
the  said  trustees  of  the  said  danger  so  as  to  eimble  them  to  de^ 
fend  the  said  bank  against  the  same :  Be  it  therefore  further 
enacted.  That  so  often  as  the  said  bank  or  any  part  thereof  is  so 
annoyed  and  endangered  by  land  floods,  if  the  surveyors,  agents, 
or  servants  of  the  said  trustees  do  not  at  the  time  of  snch  danger 
appear  on  the  place  or  places  in  the  said  bank  so  aonojed  or 
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eAfltingcrcd  bf  the  mid  Innil  floods,  to  defend  the  snine  n^inst 

r*ni?lircach  or  slip  which  may  happen  in  the  said  bank  from  the 

saii  Jltjodfl,  -then  it  shall  be  lawful  eiither  for  the  officer  for  the 

tiJe-bein^  of  the  said  Bedford  Level  corporation  in  whoae  dis- 

ttK^ihe'^ttid  piece  of  hank  is  or  shall  he  situate^  or  forthe  dike- 

r^'ca.  tjr  dikereeve  for  the  time  being  of  Waklersey,  whichsu- 

GV^T  of  them  shall  be  first  on  the  place  where  the  danger  is,  in- 

sUnily  t»  set  about,  endeavouring  to   save  and  secure  the  said 

b^nk  from^ych  breach  or  slip,  and  if  the  same  cannot  be  pre- 

yented  bat  a  breueb  oir  gull  shall  happen  in  the  said  bank,  then 

t^  set  about  with  sytch  assistance  as  he  or  thej  shall  think  pro- 

jAtr  stopping:  of  t;jkuig  the  said  breach  or  gull  j  and  the  said 

gbvernOT,  bailiiTs  atid  conservators  or  any  five  or  more  of  them, 

whereof  the  said  governor  or  bailiffs  to  be  two,  in  case  the  same 

shall  have  been  endeavoured  to  have  been  saved  and  protected 

■  tiy  their  oIHcer,  or  a  breach  or  guU  happening  the  same  shall 

have  been  byhira  taken  or  stopped,  shall  or  may  order  their  re- 

ccjvef  general  for  the  lime  being  to   draw  on  the  collector  of 

thf  tfl-ts  at;  the  gate. nearest  to  which  the  ^aid  bank  shall  lie, 

arid  ^^  case  there  are  two  gates  at  equal  distances  from  the  said 

hiii^kt  ^^iT  on  the  collector  of  either  of  the  said  gates,  for  the 

n)dncy  laid  out  and  expcfn/led  in  so  endeavouring  to  save  and 

secure  the  same,  o^  in  taking  op  stopping  such  breach  or  gull, 

br_Jn  case  the  said  piec?  af  bank  shall  have  been  endeavoured 

to-be  5aved  and  secured  by  the  said  dikereeves  or  dikereeve  of 

WftWersey,  or  the  said  breath  or  gull  shall  have  been  taken  or 

stopped  by  them  or  him,  tli^jn/the  said  dikereeves  or  dikereeve 

shf^ll  draw  on   the  collector  of  the  tolls  at  the  gate  nearest  to 

w^ch  the  said  bank  shall  lie^  and liT'^ciin^  there  are  two  p:ale3 

at  pqual  distances  from  the  said   bank,  then  «*n  the  collector  of 

dtber  of  the  said  gates,  for  the  money  expended  in  so  eudea- 

VoUring  to  sai'c  and  secure  the  same  or  in  taking  or  stopping 

the  said  breach  or  gull,  which  collector  shall  out  of  the  first 

mould's  that  shall  come  to  his  hands  by  the  said  tolls  after  either 

of  the   aaid  dnd'td  so- drawn  either  by  the  receiver-general  to 

t)i^  said  ggyernor^  bailiffs  and  conservators  or  by  the  dikereeves 

ar  dikereeve  of  Wajderaey  shall  be  to  him  so  presented,  pay  and 

Miisfy  the^ahie,  which  draft  or  drafts  so  piiid  shall  afterwards 

be  alio wedjn,hts. account  a9  fully  as  if  the  same  had  been  by 

him  paid -.by  6rder  of  the  said  trustees,  the  said  tolls  always  to 

be  IkibTe  /md  a|»plicable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  dnd*t8  prior 

Co  auy  btbev  charge  oci  the  same." 

W isbetfh  to  Thorney, 

I    :^    >  iO  Geo.  i.  e.'74, 

Tfcta  act  exempts  the  corporation  from  toll  for  conveymg  ma* 
ierials  for  repairing  banks,  &c. 
Peterborough  to  Thotocy, 

f:  39  Geo.  3.  c,  \29. 

•  ^S3  Geo.  3.  c,  89,  l 


786 


f» 


Jbit  Dike. 

*  61  Gteo.  3.  c.  71r 
SiilicMi  Wasb. 

*70M»4bC.  106. 


:7?c 
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Incltm^es. 


Power  of  com- 
miMioners  to 
lend  money  to 
the  Bedford 
lierel  corpo* 
rmtion,  and 
take  aisign- 
ment  of  bond, 
Ac 


IrImj  md  itliogloQ. 

(  36  Geo.  S.  c.  ag. 
Enilieili. 

]'.     ):57Gbc^3f  c.  45. 
WftlM^ken. 

1 1  Geo.  4.  c.  30. 


MIDDLE 

BtuBtiifaftiki^  wilh  Eariib  aod  Coloe. 

^  '     I  53  Geo.  3  c.  S2,  -        .    -        loclo^ure. 

^e  lifpar  cud  of  the  Barrier  Btink  oorLli  o(  the  lOO-feet 

*  50  Geo.  3.  c.  46.  -  -         £mbankm^ixt. 
The  lower  end  of  the  same. 

•  50  Geo.  3*  c.  47-  -  -  Ditto. 

''  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  assembled  as  aforesaid, 
to  advance  and  lend  out  of  the  said  rates,  taxes  and  assesscpents, 
or  any  money  arising  therefrom,  or  which  may  be  raided  or  bor- 
rowed upon  the  credit  thereof  under  this  act,  ta  the  ^v^rnor, 
bailiffs  and  conservators  of  the  Bedford  Level,  any  attai  or  sums 
of  money  to  be  laid  out  and  expended  as  hereinal^r«)entioned ; 
and  the  said  commissioners,  as  a  security  for  the'cQ^ayment  of 
such  sum  and  sums  of  money  so  lent  and  advaneledj^tCi  &ke  as- 
signments of  corporation  bonds  or  fresh  bonds  •for.  any  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  advanced  since  the  first  day  of  March* 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  to  the  said  corporation 
and  applied  for  the  same  purpose.*'  ,  .  . 

Well  District.  .  -     . 

t  22  Geo.  2.  c.  16. 
t  13  Geo.  3.  c.  19. 
*41  Geo.3.c.34. 


Drainage. 
Dlttow 
Ditto. 
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Manea  District. 

t2]  Geo.  2.  c.  18. 

Drainage. 

•39  and  40  Geo.  3.  c.  1. 

Ditto. 

t  44  Geo.  3.  c.  46. 

Inclosare. 

X  6  Geo.  4.  c.  65. 

Ditto. 

SuttoD  and  Mepal  District. 

t  22  Geo.  2.  c.  11. 

t  3£  Geo.  2.  c.  13. 

t  16  Geo.  3.  c.  65. 

t  17  Geo.  3.  c.  65. 

•  46  Geo.  3.  c.  96. 

\               t  49  Geo.  3.  c.  107. 

1       Chatteris. 

X  23  Geo.  3.  c.  38. 

Ploughing. 

:               J  49  Geo.  3.  c*  107. 

Inclosure. 

Ramsey,  Burj*,  Wistow^  Wetboys,  Farc^,  Siandground, 
and  DoddingtoD — Six  districts, 
t  30  Geo.  2.  c.  33.  •  -         Drainage. 

This  act  is  repealed  by  the  36  Geo.  3.  c.  72. 

Ramsey,  MiddlemoOr^  flic.— Six  districts. 

t  36  Geo.  3.  c.  72.  -         >  Drainage^  Inclosure^ 

•  58  Geo.  3.  c.  49.         -         )   and  Tarf-digging. 

Ramsey,    Doddington,    March^  Benwick,   Wlmblinton, 

and  Chatteris— north  of  the  40  feet — Five  Districts  for 

DraiiNige  and  two  for  Embanking,  with  Toll  on  the  40- 

feet  Bank. 


t  12  Geo.  3.  c.  26. 
t  U  Geo.  3.  c.  127.     - 

•  39  and  40  Geo.  3.  c.  40. 

•  56  Geo.  3.  c.  3.     (renewal  of  the 

Turnpike  Road  and  Toll.)  J 

Ramsey  and  Bury  District. 

•  44  Geo.  3.  c.  15. 
White  Fen,  Benwick. 

X  7  Geo.  3.  c.  37. 

3k 


Drainage^ 
Embanking, 
and  Turnpike 
Road  along 
the  40-reet 
Bank. 

Drainage. 

Drainage. 
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6th  District. 


4th  Disirkt 
IgtapdSd  District 
West  Fea, 


Draioage,. 

Bitti3. 

lo  closure. 
DjUo. 


Drainage. 

Ditto. 

Inclosttre. 

Draioage* 

Ditto* 

Ditto.  J 


CuHTaDd  Normoor  in  Cliatltrii  and  Doddlogton 
Districts. 

t  31  Geo-  2.  C.19. 
Wimblinton  Districts. 

I  a  and  9  Geo.3.c.  30, 

*  50  Geo.  3.  c.  143,     2d  District. 
Wimblinton  ComiDon  and  Fields. 

t  31  Geo.  3*  c.  81. 

t  G  Geo.  4.  c.  65. 

M  a  rcb,  Bl€*-^S  i  x  Dis  trie  ti , 

t30Geo.  2.c,3G. 
t  14  Geo.  3.  c,  IS. 
t  32  Geo-  3.  c.  108 
t  35  Geo.  3.  c.  48. 
^  m  Geo.  3.  c.  78. 

•  0  Geo.  4*  c.  40. 

Whittlesey.— Five  Districts.  " 

t  22  Geo.  2.  c,  19.  *  -         Drainage, 

t  12  Geo.  3.  c.  27*  3d,  4th,  &  5th  Dist.    Ditto, 
t  37  Geo,  3.  c,  68.  2d,  3d,  4lh,  & 5th  do.    Ditto*  M 

Warbojs. 

X  3.5  Geo.  3,  c.  108. 
}  38  Geo.  8.  c.  82. 

Raveley. 

J  26  Geo.  3.  c.  30. 
Sawtry. 

t  44  Geo.  3.  c.  13. 

X  47  Geo.  3;  c.  42.   sess.  2. 

Glatton  and  Holme. 

t  16  Geo.  3.  c.  64. 

*  49  Geo.  S.  c.  136. 
Denton. 

X  42  Geo.  S.  c.  63. 
Stilton. 

t  45  Geo.  3.  c.  31, 


} Drainage  a 
Inelosurc 

iDcIosare* 

iDclosure. 
Ditto. 


Drainage. 
Inclosure. 


iDcIosore. 


Inclosure. 
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•  50  Geo.  3.  c.  80.  -  -         Drainage. 

Yaxley. 

X  7  Geo.  d.  c.  14.  -  -        Inclosure. 

t  13  Geo.  3.  c.  46.  -  -        Drainage. 

Parcel  t. 

t  13  Geo.  3.  c.  39-  -  -        Drainage. 

Standgronnd  and  Farcett. 

%  41  Geo.  3.  c.  48.  -  -        Inclosure. 

Barrier  Bank.    South  side  of  Moreton's  Learn. 

•  50  Geo.  3.  c.  77.  -  -        Embankment. 
Middle  Level  Rivers. 

t  27  Geo.  2.  c.  ]2.  -  -        Drainage. 

•  50  Geo.  3.  c.  125.         -  -  Ditto. 
Waldersea. 

t  4  Jac.  1.  c.  13.    -        Drainage. 
This  act  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  Ap- 
pendix. 

♦  9  Geo.  4.  c.  89.  -        Drainage. 
Ladus. 

X  1 1  Geo.  3.  c.  83.  Drainage. 

Bardolf,  &c. 

*  38  Geo.  3.  c.  70.    -       Drainage. 
Downham,  &c. 

*  42  Geo.  3.  c.  19*  Drainage. 
N.  B.  There  does  not  appear  any  authority 

in  this  act  for  erecting  mills  upon  the  banks  of 
Well  Creek,  and  the  rights  of  the  corporation 
arc  fully  reserved. 
Marshland,  Smeath,  and  Fen. 

t  36  Geo.  3.  c.  100.    /  Drainage  and 
i     Inclosure. 
Magdalen. 

t  30  Geo.  2.  c.  32.  Drainage. 

t  24  Geo.  3.  sess.  1.  c,  9.  Ditto. 
Fitton. 

:|:  47Geo.3.sess.2«c.41.  Inclosure.        j 
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SOUTH  LEVEL. 

SwaflFham  and  fioUisham  DistricU 
t  7  Geo,  3.  c.  53. 
t  19  Geo.  3.  c,  34. 
♦  59  Geo.  3.  c.  78. 

SwafFham  Bulbeck. 

t  38  Geo.  3,c.  8f. 
BoUisham. 

t  41  Geo.  3.  c.  127. 
Horningsea. 

t  42  Geo.  3.  c  2a  - 

Fen  DittoD. 

143  Geo.  3.  c.  118. 
SwafFbam  Prior. 

t  45  Geo.  3.  c.  97. 

Burwell. 

X  54  Geo.  3.  c.  52. 

Middle  Fen  District. 
t3lGeo.2.  c.  18. 
t  29  Geo.  3.  c.  22. 

•  39  and  40  Geo.  8.  c.  90. 

Fordham. 

%  49  Geo.  3.  c.  36. 

Burnt  Fen.    Two  Districts. 

t  33  Geo.  2.  c.  32.          -             -  Drainage, 

t  13  Geo.  3.  c.  20.         1st  District.  Ditto. 

+  37  Geo.  3.  c.  89.                  Ditto.  Ditto. 

•  47  Geo.  3.  sess.  2.  c.  83.     Ditto.  Ditto. 


Drainage. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

luclosare. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Drainage. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

[nclosare. 


*'  ProYided  also.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawfol  to  cot  so  much 
of  the  bank  or  banks  of  the  said  river  Ouse,  Mildenhall,  Bran- 
don and  Lakenheath,  as  is  sitnate  within  the  Iba^its  of  this  act 
or  any  of  them,  for  a  waterway  to  any  engine  or  engines,  hot 
sionen'officers.  under  the  inspection  of  any  oflBcer  of  the  said  commissioners  for 
the  time  being,  who  shall  have  power,  in  case  of  neglect  of  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  engine  or  engines,  to  canae  good  and 


Rifer  hanks 
nottobecnt 
bat  under  the 
inspection  of 
the  com  mis- 
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sufficient  tunnels  to  be  laid  down,  and  such  banks  well  and  ef- 
fectually made  up  again  and  secured  at  the  costs  and  charges 
of  the  respective  owner  or  owners  of  such  engine  or  engines. 

''Provided  likewise,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  none  of  such  Nor  without 
banks  as  last  aforesaid,  shall  be  cut  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  ^°**j!id'  ^ 
without  the  consent  of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty   ^!^|^  L«^. 
of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens 
called  Bedford  Level ;  and  that  when  any  cut  shall  be  made  in 
any  of  the  said  banks  with  such  consent  as  aforesaid,  the  same 
shall  be  done  under  the  direction  of  such  officer  of  the  said  go- 
vernor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  as  they  shall  nominate  for 
that  purpose,  but  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons npplying  to  make  the  same.'* 

•  47  Geo.  3.  sess.  2.  c.  50.  fid  District.    Drainage. 

By  the  above  acts  the  members  of  the  corporation,  their  of^ 
ficers,  and  also  the  carriage  of  all  materials  used  for  the  repaic 
of  banks,  are  exempt  from  toll. 


Lakenheath  and  Brandon. . 

X  8  Geo.  3.  c.  47. 
X  58  Geo.  3.  c  £5- 

Drainage. 
Inclosure. 

Worlington. 

jSQGeo.  3.  c.  115. 

Ditto. 

MildenhaU. 

X  47  Geo.  3.  c.  38. 

*  4  Geo.  4.  c.  103.     1st  District. 

Ditto. 
Drainage. 

Mildeniiall  and  FeUwell. 

♦  9  Geo.  4.  €.44. 

Turnpike  Roadi 

FeUwell.     2d  District. 

t  30  Geo.  2.  c.  35. 
t  IS  Geo.  3.  c.  45. 

Drainage. 
Ditto. 

•  42  Geo.  3.  c.  24.     2d  District. 

Ditto. 

•  46  Geo.  3.  c.  95. 

Ditto. 

Northwold. 

X  36  Geo  3.  c.  14. 

Inclosure. 

Methwdd. 

X  45  Geo.  3.  c.  30. 

Ditto. 

Brandon. 

•  47  Geo.  3.  Sess.  2.  c   134. 

Ditto. 
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FeltwelL 

♦  53  Geo.  3.  c.  142.         -  -  IdcIosom; 
Hockwold  and  Wilton. 

♦  54  Geo.  3.  c.  36.  -        .    -  Ditto. 

N.  B.  This  act  provides  that  the  banks  of  the  Bedford  Lefd 
corporation  shall  not  be  taken  as  any  part  of  the  commoiisaiid 
waste  grounds  to  be  inclosed. 

Hilgay. 

X  4  Geo.  3.  c.  21.  -  -         Drainage. 

Stoke  Ferry,  &c. 

t  1 1  Geo.  3.  c.  72.         -  -  Ditto. 

♦  54  Geo.  3.  c.  177.        -  -  Ditto. 

Reserrlmr  *'  Provided  always,  and  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  nothing 

rightoaiS  pro-  ^^  this  act  contained,  shall  vest  in  the  said  comniissioners,  uj 
pertToftbe        of  the  drains,  cuts,  banks,  forelands,  rights,  or  property,  nov 
Bedford  Lerel     vested  in,  possessed  by,  belonging  to,  or  under  the  care  or  as- 
corporaUon.       thority  of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  couimonalty  of  the  com- 
pany of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  or  o! 
the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  of  the  said  corporatioo 
or  shall  vest  in  the  said  commissioners,  any  part  or  parts  of  tbi 
said  drain  or  cut,  called  Saint  John's  Eau,  or  of  the  banks 
forelands,  or  sluices  thereof,  but  that  the  rigbt,  interest,  ani 
property  in  and  to  the  whole  of  such  cuts,  drains,  banks,  fore- 
lands, and  sluices,  or  other  works,  shall  remain,  continue,  aiu 
be  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed. 
Co      iflrioners        *'  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothini 
notto  haTeany  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  au 
power  orer  the   thorize  or  empower  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  of  them,  t 
works  ofthe       make  any  order  or  orders,  or  execute  any  order  or  woik,  o 
Bedford  Lerel    complete  any  work  before  becnin,  or  do  any  act  or  acts  con 
corpondoD,  in    ^       '^         .    ^  •..       *  °.  /  .,. 

oppMition  to      trary,  or  m  opposition  to,  or  in  any  respect  varying  from  an 

anyoidera  order  or  orders  that  shall  be  made  either  before  or  after,  by  th 

made  by  the       governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  of  the  Bedford  Level  corpc 

corporation.        ration,  or  of  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  said  go 

vernor  or  bailiffs,  or  any  of  them  to  be  two,  touching  or  re 

lating  to  any  of  the  rivers,  sewers,  drains,  wear  dikes,  sluices 

tunnels,  bridges,  or  other  works,  banks,  and  the  front  and  bac 

forelands  thereof,  now  vested  in,  possessed  by,  belonging  to,o 

under  the  care  or  authority  of  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  com 

monalty  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  c 

the  Fens,  or  of  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  c 

the  said  corporation. 

Reservation  of        "  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted^  That  nothing  here 

rights,  in  case    inbeforc  done  by  the  commissioners  under  the  said  recited,  o 
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bereafter  to  be  done  under  this  present  act,  shall,  at  any  time 
or  times,  exclud*  or  prevent  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conser- 
vators of  the  Bedford  Level  corporation,  or  any  five  of  them, 
whereof  the  said  governor  or  bailiffs,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two, 
or  the  owners  or  occupiers,  or  other  persons  interested  in  the 
drainage  of  the  South  Level,  under  the  order  and  direction  of 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, or  any  five  of  them,  whereof  the  said  governor  or  bai- 
liffs to  be  two,  from  making,  altering,  converting,  or  using  the 
said  drain  or  cut  called  Saint  John's  £au,  and  the  sluice  or 
sluices  from  the  Ouze,  into  or  out  of  the  same,  for  the  general 
drainage  of  the  lands  in  the  South  Level,  or  for  passing  the 
waters  of  the  Ouze  above  Denver  Sluice,  into  the  Ouze  through 
Saint  John's  £au,  as  they  shall  think  proper,  or  to  prevent  or 
hinder  the  said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or  any  five 
of  them,  whereof  the  governor  or  bailiffs  to  be  two,  or  the  said 
owners,  occupiers,  or  persons  interested  in  the  drainage  of  the 
South  Level  as  aforesaid,  under  the  order  and  direction  of  the 
said  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conservators  of  the  said  corporation, 
or  any  five  of  them,  whereof  the  said  governor  or  bailiffs  to  be 
two,  from  removing  obstructions,  or  altering  any  of  the  works 
of  the  said  ccommissioners,  which  may  obstruct,  hinder,  or 
prejudice  the  said  drainage  of  the  South  Level,  or  the  discharge 
of  the  waters  of  the  Ouze,  above  Denver  Sluice,  through  Saint 
John*s  £au  as  aforesaid,  or  to  subject  the  said  governor,  bai- 
liffs, and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  conservators  of  the 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  or  the  governor,  bailiffs,  and  conser- 
vators of  the  said  corporation,  or  the  said  other  person  or  per- 
sons acting  under  the  order  and  direction  of  the  said  governor, 
bailiffs,  and  conservators  of  the  said  corporation,  to  any  charges, 
expences,  or  damages  for  what  they  may  do  in  removing,  taking 
away,  or  altering  any  of  the  said  works,  or  for  any  obstruction 
or  alteration  which  may  then  be  necessary  or  occasioned  to  the 
drainage  of  the  said  fen  lands  and  low  grounds  to  be  drained 
under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act." 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  drain  or  cut 
called  Saint  John's  Enu,  should,  at  any  time,  be  used  for  the 
drainage  of  the  general  downfall  waters  of  the  South  Level,  or 
for  the  pa>sage  of  the  waters  of  the  Ouze  above  Denver  Sluice, 
through  the  said  drain  or  cut,  tliat  then,  and  so  long  as  the  said 
drain  or  cut  shall  be  so  used,  the  bridge  over  the  same  at  Down- 
ham  Market  shall  not  be  repaired  or  maintained  by  the  said 
commissioners,  but  shall  be  repaired  and  maintained  by  the  go- 
vernor, bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the  company  of  conserva- 
tors of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  or  by  the  said  governor, 
bailiffs,  and  conservators,  or  by  ihe  owners  and  occupiers  of  the 
lands  of  the  South  Level,  or  others  interested  in  the  drainage 
of  the  same,  or  by  the  county,  as  the  obligation  to  repair  the 
same  shall  be,  but  that  until  that  time  the  repairs  and  mainte- 


8alot  John's 
Fjiu  should  b« 
osed  for  pms- 
ing  the  waters 
oftheOaxe,  of 
the  dowD&U 
waters  on  the 
Soath  LereL 


Bridges  over 
Saint  John's 
Eantobe 
maintained  by 
commis^ners 
so  long  as  they 
use  the  said 
drain. 


** 


F«etlUf«r»« 

and  weft  bank 
of  the  Once. 


MMHTtii 

•'PtotldL'il  alwiivb.  ii/i(i  be  it  ftirthcr  enacted.  That  00 thing 
intfrfl  iMt  contained  shM  anthonze  or  empower  aay  of  the  said 
Wivners  of  any  brrnks  or  mills  aow  atandtn^  or  u^ed, 
may  hereafter  be  erected  or  built  by  aay  person  dr 
er  and  by  virtue  of  this  act^  upon  any  of  the  baoks, 
iliip^'orilvers,  no%v  vested  in,  pos&ea§ed  hy,  or  belon^Dg  to  or 
Mto'Ao  tare  or  authority  of  the  said  gvverfior,  baiUffs,  and 
^MMMMdly  of  the  company  of  conservator*  of  the  Great  Level 
•f  4ip  VhHj  or  of  the  governor,  balhffs,  and  couservators  of  the 
tion,  to  continue^  erect,  make,  or  uee  any  such 
ills,  eiLcept  subject  to  the  same  provisoeii,  ordere^ 
MiPtV%  MMl  aathoritlefi^  m  are  above  contabied,  as  to  the  orders, 
piiiapty  and  authoritiei  of  the  governor^  bailifls^  and  comoioi]' 
lA^4if  #M  company  of  conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
fllbiy  orili  the  g'overnor,  bailiffa:^  and  conservators  of  the  seid 
over  the  orders  and  works  of  the  cotiunitsioaeti 
under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act/^ 


UttlcpOit  a&d  DowDhaiu  District* 
f      .fiSf<3eo-£.  c^S2- 


Drai□ag€. 


! 


^  Fhovfded  alsoi  nod  it  fa  hereby  further  enacted.  That  tie 
Md  gOVOTlori  bailiffs  and  comnaonalty,  sliall  keep  atid  main- 
tibmBOath  bank  of  the  Hundred  Feet  Hivcr,  and  the  wesf 
httak  (it  Utit  river  Ouse,  in  like  maimer  as  they  have  luiherU: 
done/' 


•  39  and  40  Geo.  3-  c.  26. 

•  50  Geo.  3*  g.  194, 

Witchford. 

X  46  Geo.  3.  c.  6. 
Cawdle  Fen. 

1 11  Geo.  2.  c.  34. 

*  50  Geo.  3.  c.  128. 

Waterbeach  Level. 

t  14  Geo.  2.  c.  24. 
X  6  Geo.  3.  c.  93. 
t  30  Geo.  3.  c.  74. 
t  37  Geo.  3.  c.  88. 

♦  53  Geo.  3.  c.  81.- 


Oramage. 
Ditto. 


iDcIosare. 


Drainage* 
Ditto. 


Drainage. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
DiUo. 


LaDdbeach. 

X  47  Geo,  S.  Sess.  2.  Ck  56.  -      Inclosure. 

Waterbeach. 

•  53  Geo.  3.  c.  81  c  -    Inclosure. 
HaddeDham  lievel. 

t  13  Geo.  1.  c.  18.  -  -     Drainage. 

N.  B.  This  is  the  first  prirate  district  act  within  the  Bedford 

Level. 

t  37  Geo.  3.  c.  96.  *  *•  Drainage. 

Hundred.feet  Washes. 

t  ^  Geo.  2.  c.  21.  <-  -  Embankment. 

•  52  Geo.  3.  c.  145.  -  -  Ditto. 

"  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  ^"?^'"**23t 
make  and  raise  a  bank  along  the  said  washes  on  the  side  next  ^^  the  Hon* 
the  Hundred  Feet  River,  from  or  near  Earith  Bridge  to  or  near  ared  Feet 
Welmere  Lake  aforesaid.'*  Hirer. 

''  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  bank.  Works  to  bo 
sluice,  cut,  drain,  dam,  tunnel,  outlet,  heading  or  other  work  ^^'^!^^T^J^' 
whatever,  shall  be  made  or  executed,  or  altered  or  commenced  tbecomra^ 
by  the  said  commissioners,  unless  the  consent  of  the  sud  cor-  of  Bedfind 
poration  of  Bedford  Level  shall  have  been  previously  obtained  Level,  or  thdr 
for  that  purpose ;   and  that  all  such  works  as  the  said  commis-  oAcer. 
sloners  are  by  this  act  authorized  to  make,  do  or  execute,  shall 
be  made,  done  and  executed  by  them  of  such  dimensions  and 
with  such  materials,  and  in  such  manner  and  form  as  shall  have 
been  previously  approved  of  by  the  said  corporation,  or  their 
superintendant,  or  other  person  to  be  appointed  by  them  from 
time  to  time  for  that  purpose;   and  in  case  any  work  shall  be 
made  or  executed,  or  altered  or  commenced,  without  such  pre- 
vious consent  or  approbation,  or  shall  be  made  of  dimensions  or 
materials,  or  in  manner  or  form  not  approved  of  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  commissioners  shall,  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
being  thereunto  required  by  the  said  corporation,  by  writing 
signed  by  the  register  of  the  said  corporation,  annul  and  dis- 
continue the  works  so  made,  done,  executed  or  altered,  or 
commenced,  and  restore  and  put  the  site  or  sites  thereof  into 
tlie  like  state  as  the  same  were  in  previously  to  the  commence- 
ment of  any  such  last -mentioned  works,  or  as  ^ear  thereto  as 
possibly  can  be  ;    or  the  said  commissioners  shall,  as  the  case 
may  require,  make,  do,  execute,  and  alter  all  such  works  in 
any  such  requisition  to  be  specified,  according  to  the  dimensions 
and  with  the  materials,  and  in  the  manner  and  form  therein  set 
forth." 
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"  And  wheic3i»  ft  tn%y  be  neccfsary  for  the  purposes  of  ihV 
ace  to  erect  two  sluices  (that  Is  to  s^y)  oDe  at  ih<?  upper  ead  of 
the  saki  Wii»he*  or  w*Hti  lands,  fur  the  purpose  of  admittniflf 
the  ffcslie^^  or  flooil  water**  itito  the^  fiame*  tiDd  another  at  the 
lovf-er  end  of  the  said  washes  or  wash  lands  for  discharging'  the 
WuteTi  thereof,  aod  for  prevent in|^  the  tidal  waters  from  enferiog 
Into  afiij  flowing^  up  the  same  j  Be  H  further  enacfed,  That  such 
till  ice  t  Hhall  at  all  times  afterward*  he  inalntaineci  and  kept  In 
good  repair  by  the  said  commisaioners,  in  such  manoer  as  the 
su  peri  nil*  ndaut  of,  or  other  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 
GorporatloQ  from  time  to  time  for  thiit  purpose,  shall  prder  and 
direct ;  and  auch  superintendent,  or  other  person  to  be  appointed 
4IS  InAt  B foresaid,  shall  from  time  to  time  Ascertain  the  eitpences 
Incurred  in  doing  such  repairs,  and  certify  the  amount  therenf 
in  writing;  and  shall  deliver,  or  cau^e  tn  be  delivered,  one  copy 
of  such  certificate  to  the  re^^inter  for  the  time  being,  nf  the  said 
corporation^  and  another  copy  thereof  to  the  treasurer  or  re- 
ceiver for  the  time  bein*^  of  the  said  ctsinmissioners  ;  a.od  the 
snid  corponition  shall,  at  their  first  general  meeting  to  be  hotden 
nest  after  the  delivery  of  one  copy  of  such  certitleate  to  their 
said  register,  make  order  for  repayment  to  the  treasurer  or  re- 
ceiver i>f  I  he  «aid  eomraii^tsioners,  of  one  moiety  of  the  expenee 
of  such  repairs  so  ascertained  m  aforesaid,  and  shall  c^iuse  such 
moiety  to  be  paid  to  the  said  treasurer  or  receiver  in  the  month 
of  July  nesit  after  such  general  meeting,  or  sooner  if  llic  smid 
corpoiation  shall  think  lit. 

'*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th^it  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  corporation  of  Bedford  Level,  from  tune  to  time  to  appoint 
one  or  more  sluicekeeper  or  sluicekeepers  for  the  purpose  of 
opening,  closing,  taking  care  of  and  attending  the  sluices  to  be 
erected  as  aforesaid,  at  such  times  and  under  such  orders  and 
regulations  as  the  said  corporation,  their  superlntendaDt,  or  any 
other  person  to  be  appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose  shall 
order  and  direct,  and  such  sluicekeeper  or  sluicekeepers  may 
be  removed  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  corporation,  and  every 
such  sluicekeeper  so  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  by  the  said  commissioners  sudi  yearly  salary,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  as  the  said  corporation 
shall  direct  or  appoint  3    and  if  any  such  sluicekeeper  shall  at 
any  time  refuse,  neglect  or  omit  to  open  or  close  such  sluices 
at  such  times  and  under  such  orders  and  regulations  as  afore- 
said, he  shall  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  two  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  or  place  where  the  offence  shall  be 
committed  (which  justices  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  hear  and  determine  the  uiatter  on  the  oath  of  one  or  more 
credible  witness  or  witnesses,  or  the  confession  of  the  party 
offending)  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  as  such  jus^ces  shall  ordt» 
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m^  4irect,  VfMch  forfeiture  or  penalty  ahull  be  paid  to  the 
informer  or  informers,  prosecutor  or  prosecutors,  at  such  time 
as  such  justices  shall  direct,  and  in  default  of  such  payment  the 
same  shall  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  offender,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals 
of  any  two  such  justices,  and  for  want  of  such  distress  the 
person  so*offending  shall  be  committed  by  any  two  such  justices 
to  the  house  of  correction  for  the  county  or  place  where  the 
offence  was  committed,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  such 
time  as  the  said  last-mentioned  justices  shall  order  and  direct, 
not  exceeding  three  calendar  months,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
said  last-mentioned  justices." 

^'  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  corporation,  at  their  discretion,  to  direct  the  bank  hereby 
directed  to  be  raised,  to  be  made  a  haling  or  towing  path,  and 
from  time  to  time  to  order  and  appoint  the  times  when  such 
hank  shall  or  may  be  used  as  a  haling  or  towing  path,  and  to 
make  such  rules,  orders  and  regulations  respecting  the  haling  or 
towing  thereon,  as  to  the  said  corporation  shall  seem  meet ;  and 
the  said  corporation  shall  from  time  to  time  give  notice  of  all 
such  directions,  orders,  rules  and  regulations,  by  public  adver- 
tisement, to  be  signed  by  their  register,  and  to  be  inserted  at 
least  eight  days  previous  to  all  such  times  respectively,  in  some 
country  newspaper  usually  circulated  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and 
also  by  notices  to  be  afiBxed  at  each  end  of  the  said  Hundred 
Feet  Bank,  and  at  such  other  parts  thereof  as  to  them  shall 
seem  meet. 

'*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  at  any 
time  hale  with  any  boat,  barge,  lighter  or  other  vessel,  against 
or  along  any  part  of  such  last-mentioned  bank  before  the  said 
corporation  of  Bedford  Level  shall  have  made  or  shall  have 
allowed  the  same  to  be  used  as  a  haling  bank  or  towing  path, 
every  such  person  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  or  place  where  the  offence  shall  be 
committed,  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not 
exceeding  five  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  commissioners, 
and  to  he  by  them  applied  to  the  purposes  of  this  act. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  during  the  time  or  times 
when  the  said  corporation  shall  have  apppointed  and  directed 
any  such  bank  to  be  used  as  an  haling  or  towing  path,  any 
I^erson  shall  wilfully  hale  any  boat,  barge,  lighter  or  other 
vessel,  against  or  along  the  bank  called  the  Hundred  Feet 
Bank,  every  person  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  or  place  where 
the  offence  shall  be  committed  (which  justice  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  required  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  on  the  oath 
of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  or  on  the  confes- 
fiion  of  the  party  so  offending)  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit 
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and  [my  %ny  iuni  ar  fiimir  of  momj  not  exceedio^  teit  poan 
US  111**  «akt  jtiHtjri^  ^hrtll  ordef  atid  direct,  one  fuoiety  of  which 
pcTirtUy  sUall  be  ft:u4  to  tht'  pernDn  who  »liall  inform  or  sue  for 
thi?  &amL%  aiid  tlic  of  her  tnoiely  thereof  shall  be  paid  to  the 
r<MH?iver  general  of  the  saki  corpinuion»  for  tlie  use  of  the  said 
corporaiJon,  and  ihjill  ht  levied  by  distr^s*  ^nd  »^teof  the  ^ods 
Mid  ebatteU  oft!  e  ofeild«f  by  wnrrant  unfJer  the  hftnd  and  seni 
«f  *ych  jmtiee  ;  ai^d  in  d«lnult  of  eueb  [layment  or  distress^  the 
pemin  io  offending  gbaU  be  ctimmittcd  by  sueb  justice  to  tkt 
lioute  of  correction  for  tlie  county  tn  place  where  the  offeocc 
WHS  coniniitted^  Uiere  to  be  kept  to  hard  kbour  for  sueh  time  as 
the  »aid  justice  ahjill  orrler  and  direct.  Dot  excecdmg  three 
Qileidar  muuthsr  at  the  diacrctbu  of  the  said  justici^. 

*'  Provided  always,  and  be  it  furlber  enacted,  That  nothiof 
herein  contained  sliall  extend,  or  lat  construed  to  prohibit  or 
prevent  Any  ^jcrson  occupyiiw^  any  laud  lying  tieor  to  or  adjoin- 
iag  the  Hundred  Feet  River  aforesaid,  aud  conveying  tlie  pro- 
duce thereof  along  the  said  bst-menlioaed  ri^er,  from  haling 
with  anyboati  barge^  lighter  ar  other  vessel  laden  with  the 
fm>^]u<^  of  any  mek  land  along  the  said  bank  called  the  Hits- 
dred  Feet  Bafik/' 


Sou  ill  Level  GcaeriiL 

•  7  aod  8  Geo,  4,  c.  47- 
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Drainage  and 

rigatioo. 

The  corjioralion  have  power  to  appoint  a  eommifsioner  under 
this  net«  The  drainnge  and  navigation  j  and  Padnal  and  Watcr^ 
den  eommi^ioner^i  have  power  over  the  works,  subject  to  th« 
following  reservation  elauise  r 

"  Am^  whereas  by  virtue  t>f  an  act  passed  in  tht  fifteenth  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  JIajesty  king  Charles  the  Second,  for  settling 
the  drill niige  of  the  Great  l^vel  of  the  Fens^  called  Bedford 
Level,  the  governor,  bLiiliffs  and  commanalty  of  the  company 
of  conservators  of  the  said  Great  Level  have  respectively  power 
and  jurisdiction  over  the  eeveral  rivers  and  lodes  intended  U)  be 
scoured  out  and  improved  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  a^  well 
as  o^er  the  said  cut  called  Sandy*s  Cut;^  and  the  banks  and  fore- 
Inn  de  thereof^  and  tlic  channels,  hanks  and  forelands  of  such 
parts  of  the  £»id  rivers  Omt  and  Lark  as  are  intended  to  be 
abandoned  j  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in 
the  said  last -mentioned  act  contained,  shall  emtend  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  hinder,  impede  or  interrupt  the  said  drainage 
and  navigation  commissioners  in  executing  the  several  works  by 
this  act  directed  to  be  done,  or  in  carrying  in*o  effect  the  seveml 
provisions  of  this  net :  Provided  always^  that  all  the  rights, 
powers  and  authorities  whatsoever  which  by  virtue  of  the  said 
KCt  of  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  second, 
or  any  otlier  act  or  statute  whatsoever  or  otherwise,  are  now 
vested  in  the  said  govern  or,  bailifs  and  commonalty  j  or  m  the 
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said  governor^  bailiffa  and  conservators,  or  anj  of  them  (except 
so  for  as  such  rights,  powers  and  authorities  are  not  taken  away, 
lessened  or  abridged  by  this  act)  shall  for  ever  hereafter  remain, 
continue  and  be  in  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty, 
and  in  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conservators,  and  every  of 
them,  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  this 
act  had  not  been  passed ;  provided  also,  that  the  said  governor, 
bailiffs  and  commonalty,  and  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and 
conservators,  and  every  of  them,  shall  have  and  possess  such 
and  the  like  rights,  powers  and  authorities  over  the  channels  of 
the  said  intended  new  cuts,  and  the  banks  and  forelands  thereof, 
(so  far  as  the  same  are  not  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,)  as  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty,  and  the 
said  governor,  bailiffs  and  conservators,  or  any  of  them,  now 
have  or  can  exercise  over  the  several  channels,  banks  and 
forelands  intended  to  be  abandoned,  or  any  of  them,  and  that 
the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  shall  not  in  any 
manner  be  subject  to  any  charge,  loss  or  damage  which  may 
arise  or  be  occasioned  by  the  execution  of  any  of  the  works 
herein  authorized  or  directed  to  be  done ;  nor  shall  the  said 
governor,  bailiffs  and  commonalty  be  liable  in  any  way  or  at 
any  time  to  the  repair  of  the  said  new  banks  or  forelands,  or 
any  of  them,  further  than  to  make  an  annual  allowance  or  con- 
tribution to  the  said  drainage  and  navigation  commissioners 
towards  such  repair,  proportionate  to  the  sums  which  may  from 
time  to  time  be  allotted  by  the  said  governor,  bailiffs  and  coiH- 
monalty  for  the  maintenai\pe  of  the  several  other  banks  of  the 
said  river  Ouze." 


NORTH  LEVEL. 

Five  Districts. 

t  27  Geo.  2.  c.  19. 
t  1 1  Geo.  3.  c.  78. 
The  above  acts  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  Appendix. 

t  15  Geo.  3.  c.  IS. 
t  19  Geo.  3.  c.  24. 
t  36  Geo.  3.  c.  73. 

By  this  act  certdn  lands  in  the  North  Level  are  charged  with 
a  further  tax  of  6d.  an  acre ;  and  the  lands  called  Portaand, 
otherwise  Great  Porsand,  with  a  further  tax  of  3d.  an  acre,  and 
the  amount  thereof  to  be  applied  to  the  works  of  the  corpora- 
tion in  the  North  Level ;  and  the  corporation  arte  empowered^ 
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With  the  consent  of  certain  owners,  to  borrow  10,000/.  on  theor 
bonds.  The  corporation  are  directed  to  deliver  a  yearly  accoant 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  money  received  on  accoont  of  the 
North  Level,  and  of  the  application  thereof. 

t  13  Geo.  3.  c.  40.    find  District. 
t  13  Geo.  3.  c.  49.     4th    Ditto. 

*  39  and  40  Geo.  3.  c.  91.    4th  Ditto. 

Sutton  Common. 

•  49  Geo.  3.  c.  1 19.  -  -  Drainage. 

Tydd  and  Newton.     Drainage.    The  Outfall  and  Sands. 

t  13  Geo.  3.  c.  60. 

•  48  Geo.  3.  c.  23. 

*  7  and  8  Geo.  4.  c.  85. 

This  act  repeals  the  several  clauses  relative  to  the  powers  of 
the  Bedford  Level  corporation,  under  the  48  Geo.  3.  c.  23.,  but 
reserves  their  rights  as  commissioners  of  sewers. 


Tid  St.  Mary. 

i  32  Geo.  3.  c.  25. 
Leverington  and  Parson  Drove. 

•  41  Geo.  3.  c.  73. 
Wisbech,  Murrow  and  Guy  him. 

t  15  Geo.  3.  c.  66. 

♦  49  Geo.  3.  c.  43. 
Peterborough. 

•  51  Geo.  3.  c.  59. 

Borough  Fen. 

*  52  Geo.  3.  c.  143.      - 

Maxey  Deeping,  8cc. 

•  49  Geo.  3.  c.  152.     - 
Werrington  and  Walton. 

X  49  Geo.  3.  c.  82. 
Crowland. 

•41  Geo.  3.  c.  116.      - 

*  58  Geo.  3.  c.  78. 


Inclosure. 


Inclosure. 

} Inclosure  and 
Drainage. 


Inclosure. 


Ditto. 


} Drainage  and 
Inclosure. 
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CrowlaDd  and  Eye. 

♦  57  Geo.  3.  c  54.  -  Turnpike  Road. 

By  this  act  the  corporation  are  exempt  from  toll  for  all  ma- 
terials for  the  repair  of  such  part  of  the  Welland  Bank  as  ex- 
tends southwardly  from  a  certain  tunnel  in  the  said  bank  at  the 
end  of  the  said  town  of  Crowland,  called  the  West  Tunnel. 

Deeping  Fen. 

t  16  and  17  Car.  2.  c.  11. 
X  22  Car.  2.  c.  15. 
t  1 1  Geo.  2.  c.  39. 
X  5  Geo.  3.  c.  86. 
X  10  Geo.  3.  C.41. 
t  14  Geo.  3.  c.  23. 
t  34  Geo.  3.  c.  102. 
*  41  Geo.  3.  c.  128. 

Welland  Bank  and  Road. 

t  12  Geo.  3.  c.  103. 

t  35  Geo.  3.  c.  166. 

By  this  act  it  is  provided  that  a  certain  bar  called  Gilbert's 
Bar  is  to  be  the  property  of  the  corporation,  with  power  to  take 
the  like  tolls  as  are  payable  at  the  bar  near  Cowbitt.  The  cor- 
poration have  also  power  to  remove  Gilbert's  Bar  to  any  other 
place,  and  to  lessen  the  tolls  ;  but  nothing  in  the  act  is  to  prevent 
the  corporation  repairing  the  Great  Bank,  from  the  tunnel  at  the 
south-west  end  of  Crowland^  to  the  end  of  the  bank  at  Peakirk. 

South  Holland  Drainage^  Spalding,  Weston^  Moulton, 
Whaplode,  Holbeach  and  Sutton. 

t  33  Geo.  3.  c.  lOQ. 
Fleet. 

X  34  Geo.  3.  c.  94. 

South  Holland  Embankment  of  Salt  Marshes  and  Drain- 
age in  Spalding,  Moulton,  Whaplode,  Holbeach, 
and  Gedney. 

+  33  Geo.3.  c.  116. 
*  52  Geo.  3.  c.  174. 

Gedney. 

X  31  Geo.  3.  c.  49. 
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